October 18, 2006

Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail

The Honorable Alberto Gonzales
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Gonzales:

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights wishes to express its deep concern over reports
that Spanish-surnamed individuals in Orange County, California have received
correspondence that seeks to intimidate them from voting on November 7, 2006 (See
attachment). As you know, voter intimidation, coercion, and threats are specifically
prohibited by 42 U.S.C. 8 1973i. Accordingly, we urge the Department of Justice to fully
and vigorously investigate this matter. Moreover, given the time-sensitive nature of this
issue, we urge you to take immediate steps to assure Latino voters that there is no penalty
to lawful voting and to correct any misimpressions or misrepresentations of the law
contained in the attached letter.

Thank you in advance for your leadership on this important issue.

Very truly yours,

GERALD A.REYNOLDS JENNIFER C. BRACERAS
Chairman Commissioner



PETER N. KIRSANOW
Commissioner

MICHAEL J. YAKI
Commissioner

Enclosure

ASHLEY L. TAYLOR, JR
Commissioner



Greetings Carolina Monroy,

You are being sent this letter because you were recently registered to vote. If you are a
citizen of the United States, we ask that you participate in the democratic process of
voting.

You are advised that if your residence in this country is illegal or you are an immigrant,
voting in a federal election is a crime that could result in jail time, and you will be
deported for voting without having a right to do so.

At the same time, you are advised that the government of the United States is installing a -
new computer system to verify the names of all new registered voters that vote in the
October and November elections. Anti-immigration organizations can ask for
information from this new computer system.

Unlike Mexico, here there 1s no incentive to vote. There is not a voter registration card in%
the United States. Therefore, it is useless and dangerous to vote in any election if you are:
not a citizen of the United States. i
Do not listen to any politician that tells you the opposite. They are only looking out for
their own interests. They only want to win elections without any regard to what happens
to you.

Sincerely,

Sergio Ramirez
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California Coalition for Immigration Refﬂrm
F.O. Box 2744-PMB-117 - Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Phone (714) 665-2500 Fax (714) 846-9682

L Website: www.ccirnet E-Mail: barb@ccir.net

Mellie Diaz

11951 Candy Ln
Garden Grove CA 92840-2509 |
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Saludos Nellie Dhar,
Se le envia esta carta debido a que recientemente ud. fue registrado ,
para votar. 51 ud. es ciudadane de los Estados Unidos, se le ruega
a gue participe en el proceso democritico de la volacion.

Se le avisa que s su residencia en este pais es ilegal o 5i es

emigrado, voiar en una elecitn federal es un delito que podri
resultar en encarcelamiento, v &1 serd deportado por volar sin tener |
derccho a ello.

De la misma manera, se le avisa que el gobiemo de los Estados |
Unidos ¢sti instalando un nuevo sistema computanizado para |
verificar los nombres de todos los nuevos registrados que voten en i
las eleceiones de octubre y noviembre. Organizacionss en contra de
la emigracién podrin pedir informacion de este nuevo sistema
computarizado.

Mo como en México, aqui no se aporta ningin incentivo para votar, ,
En los Estados Unidos no hay tarjeta de registro para votar. Por 1o |
tanto, es indtil v peligroso votar en cualguier eleceidn si ud, Mo es
ciudadano de los Estados Unidos. |

Mo le haga caso a ningiin politico gue le diga lo contrario. Estos |
slo velan por sus propios intereses.  Solo quieren ganar las i
eleccidnes, sin importarles en lo mias minimo qué le pase a ud.

Atte.
i 4 ?

' 1

Sergio Ramirez





