
 
 
 
 
October 18, 2006 
 
 
 

Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail

 
The Honorable Alberto Gonzales 
Attorney General  
U.S. Department of Justice  
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530  
 
 
Dear Attorney General Gonzales: 
 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights wishes to express its deep concern over reports 
that Spanish-surnamed individuals in Orange County, California have received 
correspondence that seeks to intimidate them from voting on November 7, 2006 (See 
attachment).  As you know, voter intimidation, coercion, and threats are specifically 
prohibited by 42 U.S.C. § 1973i.  Accordingly, we urge the Department of Justice to fully 
and vigorously investigate this matter.  Moreover, given the time-sensitive nature of this 
issue, we urge you to take immediate steps to assure Latino voters that there is no penalty 
to lawful voting and to correct any misimpressions or misrepresentations of the law 
contained in the attached letter. 
 
Thank you in advance for your leadership on this important issue. 
 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
GERALD A.REYNOLDS    JENNIFER C. BRACERAS 
Chairman      Commissioner 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
PETER N. KIRSANOW    ASHLEY L. TAYLOR, JR 
Commissioner      Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
 
MICHAEL J. YAKI 
Commissioner       
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