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May 17, 2018 
 
Senator John Flanagan 
President and Majority Leader 
New York State Senate 
172 State St. Room 330 
Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12247 
 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
Democratic Conference Leader 
New York State Senate 
188 State St. Room 907 
Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 12247 
 
Dear President Flanagan and Senator Stewart-Cousins: 
 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is pleased to transmit to your offices our New York 
Advisory Committee’s report, The Civil Rights Implications of “Broken Windows” 
Policing in New York City and General NYPD Accountability to the Public.  
 
The Commission maintains 51 Advisory Committees - one for each state and the District 
of Columbia. The role of the Committees is to study civil rights issues in their 
communities and report findings and recommendations to the Commission. The 
Commission appreciates the New York Committee’s focused attention on negative civil 
rights impacts of the New York Police Department’s “broken windows” policing policy. 
 
The Commission requests that your office review the recommendations in the report, 
which can be viewed at: http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf. The 
recommendations can be found on pp. 125-127, as well as in the stand-alone 
“Recommendations” document attached to this letter. In response to these 
recommendations, we advise that you take the steps necessary to protect civil rights in 
your jurisdiction.  
 
We have similarly asked the NYPD, Civilian Complaint review Board (CCRB), and the 
New York State Office of Court Administration to review the recommendations. 
 
The Commission appreciates your consideration, in the hope of ensuring civil rights 
protections. We look forward to hearing from you on what actions you will take in 
response.  
 

http://www.usccr.gov/index.TEST.php
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf


 
 

Sincerely, 
 

     

Catherine E. Lhamon 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encl. New York Advisory Committee Report (via email only) 
 Recommendations to state of New York 
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May 17, 2018 
 
Speaker Carl Heastie 
New York State Assembly 
LOB 932 
Albany, NY 12248 
 
Assemblyman Brian Kolb 
Minority Leader 
LOB 933 
Albany, NY 12248 
 
Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti 
Chair, Commission on Government Administration 
LOB 744 
Albany, NY 12248 
 
Dear Speaker Heastie and Assemblymen Kolb and Abinanti: 
 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is pleased to transmit to your offices our New York 
Advisory Committee’s report, The Civil Rights Implications of “Broken Windows” 
Policing in New York City and General NYPD Accountability to the Public.  
 
The Commission maintains 51 Advisory Committees - one for each state and the District 
of Columbia. The role of the Committees is to study civil rights issues in their 
communities and report findings and recommendations to the Commission. The 
Commission appreciates the New York Committee’s focused attention on negative civil 
rights impacts of the New York Police Department’s “broken windows” policing policy. 
 
The Commission requests that your office review the recommendations in the report, 
which can be viewed at: http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf. The 
recommendations can be found on pp. 125-127, as well as in the stand-alone 
“Recommendations” document attached to this letter. In response to these 
recommendations, we advise that you take the steps necessary to protect civil rights in 
your jurisdiction.  
 
We have similarly asked the NYPD, the Civilian Complaint review Board (CCRB), and 
the New York State Office of Court Administration to review the recommendations. 
 

http://www.usccr.gov/index.TEST.php
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf


 
 

The Commission appreciates your consideration, in the hope of ensuring civil rights 
protections. We look forward to hearing from you on what actions you will take in 
response.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

     

Catherine E. Lhamon 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encl. New York Advisory Committee Report (via email only) 
 Report Recommendations 
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May 17, 2018 
 
Benjamin B. Tucker 
First Deputy Commissioner 

Lawrence Byrne 
Deputy Commissioner, Legal Matters 

Susan Herman 
Deputy Commissioner, Collaborative Policing 

Raymond Spinella 
Chief of Staff 

Brian Conroy 
Assistant Chief, School Safety 
 
New York Police Department 
Via email 
 
Dear Commissioners Tucker, Byrne, and Herman, and Chiefs Spinella and Conroy: 
 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is pleased to transmit to your offices our New York 
Advisory Committee’s report, The Civil Rights Implications of “Broken Windows” 
Policing in New York City and General NYPD Accountability to the Public.  
 
The Commission maintains 51 Advisory Committees - one for each state and the District 
of Columbia. The role of the Committees is to study civil rights issues in their 
communities and report findings and recommendations to the Commission. The 
Commission appreciates the New York Committee’s focused attention on negative civil 
rights impacts of the New York Police Department’s “broken windows” policing policy. 
 
The Commission requests that your offices review the recommendations in the report, 
which can be viewed at: http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf. The 
recommendations can be found on pp. 125-127, as well as in the stand-alone 
“Recommendations” document attached to this letter. In response to these 
recommendations, we advise that you take the steps necessary to protect civil rights in 
your jurisdiction.  
 
We have similarly asked the New York Legislature, the Unified Court System Office of 
Court Administration, and the Civilian Complaint Review Board to review the 
recommendations. 
 

http://www.usccr.gov/index.TEST.php
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf


 
 

The Commission appreciates your consideration, in the hope of ensuring civil rights 
protections. We look forward to hearing from you on what actions you will take in 
response.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

     

Catherine E. Lhamon 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encl. New York Advisory Committee Report (via email only) 
 Report Recommendations 
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May 17, 2018 
 
The Honorable Janet DiFiore 
Chief Judge 
 
The Honorable Lawrence K. Marks 
Chief Administrative Judge 
 
The Honorable Edwina G. Mendelson 
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge 
Office for Justice Initiatives 
 
New York State Unified Court System 
Office of Court Administration 
25 Beaver Street  
New York, NY 10004 
 
Dear Judges DiFiore, Marks, and Mendelson: 
 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is pleased to transmit to your offices our New York 
Advisory Committee’s report, The Civil Rights Implications of “Broken Windows” 
Policing in New York City and General NYPD Accountability to the Public.  
 
The Commission maintains 51 Advisory Committees - one for each state and the District 
of Columbia. The role of the Committees is to study civil rights issues in their 
communities and report findings and recommendations to the Commission. The 
Commission appreciates the New York Committee’s focused attention on negative civil 
rights impacts of the New York Police Department’s “broken windows” policing policy. 
 
The Commission requests that your offices review the recommendations in the report, 
which can be viewed at: http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf. The 
recommendations can be found on pp. 125-127, as well as in the stand-alone 
“Recommendations” document attached to this letter. In response to these 
recommendations, we advise that you take the steps necessary to protect civil rights in 
your jurisdiction.  
 
We have similarly asked the New York Legislature, the NYPD, and the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board (CCRB) to review the recommendations. 
 

http://www.usccr.gov/index.TEST.php
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf


 
 

The Commission appreciates your consideration, in the hope of ensuring civil rights 
protections. We look forward to hearing from you on what actions you will take in 
response.  
Sincerely, 

     

Catherine E. Lhamon 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
Encl. New York Advisory Committee Report (via email only) 
 Report Recommendations 
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May 17, 2018 
 
Jonathan Darche 
Executive Director 
Civilian Complaint Review Board 
100 Church Street, 10th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Mr. Darche: 
 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is pleased to transmit to your office our New York 
Advisory Committee’s report, The Civil Rights Implications of “Broken Windows” 
Policing in New York City and General NYPD Accountability to the Public.  
 
The Commission maintains 51 Advisory Committees - one for each state and the District 
of Columbia. The role of the Committees is to study civil rights issues in their 
communities and report findings and recommendations to the Commission. The 
Commission appreciates the New York Committee’s focused attention on negative civil 
rights impacts of the New York Police Department’s “broken windows” policing policy. 
 
The Commission requests that your office review the recommendations in the report, 
which can be viewed at: http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf. The 
recommendations can be found on pp. 125-127, as well as in the stand-alone 
“Recommendations” document attached to this letter. In response to these 
recommendations, we advise that you take the steps necessary to protect civil rights in 
your jurisdiction.  
 
We have similarly asked the NYPD, the Legislature, and the State Unified Court 
System’s Office of Court Administration to review the recommendations. 
 
The Commission appreciates your consideration, in the hope of ensuring civil rights 
protections. We look forward to hearing from you on what actions you will take in 
response.  
 
Sincerely, 

http://www.usccr.gov/index.TEST.php
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/2018/03-22-NYSAC.pdf


 
 

     

Catherine E. Lhamon 
Chair 
 
 
Encl. New York Advisory Committee Report (via email only) 
 Report Recommendations 


