September 8, 2017
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Condemns Ending of Undocumented Youth Program
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, by majority vote, disapproves of President Donald J.
Trump’s decision to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. The
decision is a step backward for our country, which draws its strength from the valuable social
and economic contributions from all members of society.
The DACA program provided temporary relief from deportation and work permits to many
young undocumented immigrants known as “DREAMers 1” who were brought to the U.S. as
children and are considered Americans in every way, except on paper. Over 800,000 2
DREAMers have benefited from the DACA program, which has allowed them to attend college,
start businesses, and serve and protect our country. Repealing the program would have a
significant economic impact on the nation. Approximately 700,000 jobs would be removed from
the economy as well as hundreds of billions of dollars in lost tax revenue and economic growth
over the next decade. 3 If the administration pursues deportation of these immigrants, the costs
would run in the billions of dollars. 4
The decision is a tremendous blow to the personal dreams and ambitions that DREAMers have
been working toward since the DACA program began in 2012. They now face a reality where
they are at risk of being exploited in the workplace and deported and prevented from fully
contributing to and supporting their families, communities, and country.
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For decades, the Commission and its state advisory committees have investigated and reported
on the often negative civil rights implications of our nation’s immigration laws and policies. 5 In
addition, ending the program after participants have relied to their now serious detriment on its
promises, raises serious access to justice concerns. Although the administration has stated
“absent a law enforcement interest . . . the [Department of Homeland Security] will generally not
take actions to remove active DACA recipients,” 6 DACA recipients may still have their status
revoked, and after their status expires, can be subject to deportation. 7 Undocumented people
were encouraged to come forward under DACA and are now vulnerable because they took action
to protect themselves and their families. The Commission strongly urges Congress to pass
legislation 8 to protect DACA beneficiaries and to work on a compassionate and comprehensive
modernization of our immigration system.
Chair Catherine E. Lhamon stated: “Rending America’s social fabric to target children solely on
the basis of their parents’ decisions offends the American values embodied in the DREAMers
and their principled contributions to our nation.”
#####
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is an independent, bipartisan agency charged with
advising the President and Congress on civil rights matters and issuing an annual federal civil
rights enforcement report. For information about the Commission, please visit
http://www.usccr.gov and follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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