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U.S. CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS TO THE
ALABAMA STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

WASHINGTON, DC — The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has appointed 15
Alabama citizens to its Alabama State Advisory Committee.

Kimberly Tolhurst, Delegated the Authority of the Staff Director of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights, announced the appointment of Valerie Askew of Birmingham, Norman
Baldwin of Tuscaloosa, David Beito of Northport, Lula Bridges of Notasulga, Margaret
Brown of Birmingham, Jim Couch of Tuscumbia, Leida Javier-Ferrell of Mobile,
Richard Finley of Birmingham, Randy Kelley of Gadsden, Shana Kluck of Vance,
Raphael Maharaj of Mobile, Kevin Newsom of Vestavia Hills, Maurice Shevin of
Birmingham, L’Tryce Slade of Birmingham, and Edward Still of Homewood. The
Commission appointed Professor David Beito as Chairman. The appointments are for
two years and members serve without compensation.

Congress has directed the Commission to establish state advisory committees (SACs) in
all 50 states and the District of Columbia to study issues and forward advisory reports to
the Commission on matters within the agency’s jurisdiction that reflect the views of the

majority of SAC members producing the report.

The SACs’ advisory reports to the Commission are wholly independent, and reviewed by
Commission staff only for legal and procedural compliance with Commission policies
and procedures. SAC reports are not subject to Commission approval, fact-checking or
policy changes.
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The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is an independent, bipartisan agency charged with monitoring federal
civil rights enforcement. Members include Chairman Martin Castro and Commissioners Roberta
Achtenberg, Todd Gaziano, Gail Heriot, Peter Kirsanow, Abigail Thernstrom, Dina Titus and Michael
Yaki. The Commission’s website is hitp://www.usccr.gov.
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