The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Announces Opposition to Executive Branch
Action Shutting Down Virtually All Immigration of Permanent-Residence Seekers
into the United States

May 8, 2020

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, by majority vote, strongly objects to the Trump
Administration’s halting of the issuance of green cards for people seeking legal permanent
residence in the United States: as having no rational relationship to the stated reasons regarding
the COVID 19 pandemic or protecting American jobs.

We note that the Administration has already taken steps that have severely constrained immigrant
and non-immigrant travel to the United States through the State Department.. While there is
considerable debate regarding the wisdom of the actions which the Administration took with
regard to immigration on April 22, 2020, they were performed solely to curtail travel during the
initial phases of the pandemic while information on the virus’ transmission and spread was being
studied by national and international authorities.

Immigration has been, and continues to be, a net positive good for this country. We are a nation
founded by immigrants. We have continued to be refreshed and revitalized by the many and
varied communities who have come to our shores seeking a better life. Even during previous
times of extreme political, social, and economic duress, including the 1918 pandemic and World
War II, the United States allowed legal immigration to continue. As but one compelling example
of the contribution of immigrants to our nation, “1in 6 U.S. health care workers are immigrants.”s

There is no evidence that immigration caused the current pandemic.; There is also no evidence
that immigration is causing job loss during this pandemic recession. All credible studies in the
past that examined the impact of legal immigration on jobs and wages have buttressed the
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conclusion that there is no harm done and, in fact, immigration is a net positive contributor to the
economy. s

What this proposed policy makes clear is that this is nothing more than a brazen attempt to vilify
and misdirect people’s real and understandable fears about the COVID 19 pandemic. It will likely
have the effect of foreclosing opportunity and directing enmity at a class of individuals who are
often characterized by discrete racial, ethnic, or national origins. Moreover, the proclamation not
only discriminates against these immigrants but also has the foreseeable collateral consequence
of heightening the risks to Americans who share these racial, ethnic, or national origin
backgrounds.s It plays upon people’s fears about the economy and their economic well-being and
creates a linkage of blame to legal immigrants completely unrelated to the pandemic’s effect on
job losses. And, inevitably, it will continue to fan the fires of xenophobia and racism against
Americans who can trace their origins from Asia; and other continents.s

The Commission has previously stated our concern over the Administration’s efforts to curtail or
ban immigration by persons of the Muslim faith and African origin.¢ The Commission has also
stated concern over the Administration’s efforts to impede legal claims for asylum — a component
of legal immigration — at the southern border..o Now, as the nation’s civil rights watchdog, we
must once again raise our voice to protest another attack on civil rights by attacking immigration.

Our country has always aspired to be a more perfect union, but the immigrant experience in
America has been far from perfect. Anti-immigrant sentiment has waxed and waned throughout
our history, but it is instructive that a most egregious example — the internment of U.S. citizens
who happened to be Japanese American — occurred during a national emergency. By implicitly
blaming legal immigration for the COVID 19 pandemic and the horrendous loss of life and job
losses it has created, the Presidential Proclamation is weaponizing xenophobia against Americans
who are perceived as others and who could be or are perceived as immigrants, particularly from
Asia.

We urge the President not to stop legal immigration in a manner that is contrary to our history
and values, and reiterate our call to the President to not blame immigration for the pandemic and
our economic emergency.
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The highest tradition of our nation is to meet grave challenges with measures that reassert our
democratic values, and not that with measures that demean them.

#HH#

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, established by the Civil Rights Act of 1957, is the only
independent, bipartisan agency charged with advising the President and Congress on civil
rights and reporting annually on federal civil rights enforcement. Our 51 state Advisory
Committees offer a broad perspective on civil rights concerns at state and local levels. The
Commission: in our 7t decade, a continuing legacy of influence in civil rights.
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