The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Condemns Past and Recent Comments
Motivated by or Evidencing Religious Intolerance

April 12, 2019

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, by unanimous vote, condemns past and recent
comments motivated by or evidencing religious intolerance.! Such remarks, particularly
when they are made by American political leaders, have no place in America, a nation
founded on ideals of religious freedom.

At a recent presentation to the Commission, a U.S. Holocaust Museum historian stated
that white supremacy and anti-Semitism were not extinguished 50 years ago after the
Holocaust? nor are they extinguished from our current world. The presentation
highlighted the danger inherent in fostering hate and allowing religious intolerance to be
accepted in public discourse. These dangers do not lie in the distant past but are still with
us. For over sixty years, the Commission has stood vigilant against the threats of faith-
based bias.® As the Commission has unanimously stated previously: our nation’s
leadership must use their platforms to fight against forces that would seek to divide us on
the basis of differences.*

Today we reiterate that message. Those who use words of intolerance for political gain
have not learned the lessons on the true danger of this path. Their actions and choice of
words bring discomfort and fear to many, contrary to the values of acceptance we should
all champion. We urge all of America’s leaders — whether in Congress, the White House,
or other seats of power — not to engage in religiously intolerant activity but rather to speak
strongly against bigotry and hate, wherever it may manifest.
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The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, established by the Civil Rights Act of 1957, is the only independent,
bipartisan agency charged with advising the President and Congress on civil rights and reporting
annually on federal civil rights enforcement. Our 51 state Advisory Committees offer a broad perspective
on civil rights concerns at state and local levels. The Commission: in our 7th decade, a continuing legacy of
influence in civil rights. Please visit www.usccr.gov and follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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