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meeting of the Ohio Advisory Committee to the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights will come to order. For
the benefit of those in our audience, I'11l introduce
myself and my colleagues. My name is Lynwood Battle,
and I'm the Chairperson of the Advisory Comﬁittée.
Members of the Committee who are here with me this
morning are from my right, Sally Powlesé, Roberta

Presley, Barbara Rodemeyer. Ray Ireventhal, Virginia

Ortega and Bradford Wilson.

-

In addition, we have our analvst from
Chicago, Peter Minarik and the Chicago Regional
Office is managed by Lhe Regional Dir9ctqr, Constance
Davis. We're here to conduct a factfinding meeting
for the purpose of .gathering information on hate
crime in Ohio. The jurisdiction of the ComﬁESSion
includes discriminatgcn or the denial of equal
protection of the laws because of race, colors,
|religion, sex, age, disability or national origin.
Information which relates to the topic of the forum
will be especially helpful to the Advisory Committee.
|The proceedings of this meeting, which gre being

|recorded by Vernetta Halsell, a public stenographer.

will be sent to the Commission for Its advice and

[
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consideration. fnﬁormatidn provided may also be used

by the Advispry Committee to plan future activities.
At the outset, I want to remind eve;fope

present of the grouﬁﬁ rules. This is a public

meeting open to the media and thHe general public.

i

{But, we have a ver& full &chedule of people whe will

be making presentations within the limited time that

|we have avdilable. The time allotted for each

presentation must be strictly adhered tg. This will

‘include a presentation by each participant, followed

by questions £from committee members.

To accommcdate those persons who have- not

£

|been invited, but who wish to make statéments, we

& -

have scheduleé an ‘open session today at 3:30 and
tomorrow, Augqust 2Q0th at 11:30. Anyone wishing to

make a statement during that period should contact

A i3

'Peter Manerick for scheduling. Written statements

&

|may be submitted to.comimittee members or” staff here

today or by mail to the U.S. Commission on Civil

Rights, 55 West Monrce, Suite 410, Chicago, Illinois.

The record 'of this meeting will close on September

'13th, 1993. *

~

Mow, *some of the statements made here Eoday

rel
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mé§ be controversial. We want to ensurée that all
invited guéﬁfs do not defame or degrade any person or
|organization. In order to ensure that all aspects of
the issues are repréSengédi knowledgeable persons
|with a wide variety of experience and viewpoints have

been invited to share information with us. BAny

person or organization that feels defamed or degraded

by statements made in these proceedings should
lcontact our staff during the meeting so that we can

|provide a chance for a public response.

Alternately, such persons Or organizations
can file written statements for inclusion in the

proceedings. I urge all persons making presentations

to be judicious in their statements.

2

The Advisory Committee finally appreciates

{the willingness of all participants to share their

views and experience with the Committee.
Welcome; Mr. Thomas, the floor is yours.
SAM THOMAS III.
And, to the rest of the Committee, it's my

pleasure to be here. And, as you know, my name is

|Sam Thomas: III, I'm the Executive Director of the

'City of Cleveland®s Community Relations Board, and

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, Iir (312) 236-4984
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competition, it seems,

|time, Michael R. White, who' cuirrently serves as the

I'm heére to provide information regarding the &tatus

- . ' 5 Y z
of hate crimes in Cleveland; and to provide an .

- . . > r
|analysis of how and why these incidents occur.

™

I do have a handout for" you that relates
very much to the demographics and the type of

incidents that have occurréd and a chronology here

listing some of the incidents that have occurred 2
through the years, if I can just -- ' -

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We're going to have some
T Ry

from our left aﬁﬁm&fght. So.

;I‘il ask you to speak ‘ag directly into the microphone

'as you can jt%t so that we aren't distracted by the =

other competition. .

MR. THOMAS: Certainly. 1In 1987, the State

| 6f Ohio passed an ethnmic intimidation law.. &nd, that

law was promulgated by two state "Semators at the

¢

2 ¢ ¥

Mayor of the City of “Cleveland. and Senator Lee
Fisher. That particular law gave us a handle. if you

will, on the:t?aining that we have suﬁsequentiy done

{with the Cleveland Police pepartménﬁ and also how we,

in the City of Clevelaﬁd,-eharacterize, if you will,

hate crime. Our legal definition comes from the Ohivc

5
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Revised Code that makes it a crime to commit certain

acts or threats against individuals or their property

because of the victim'’s race, religion or ethnicity.

This law ‘@llows for a clear and concise definition of
2 hate crime. It's an effective law enforcement

tool. 1It's also symbolic and that & strong message
£

»

is sernt to potential perpetrators and victims that we

take very seriously the victimization of somedne

because of their race, religion or ethnicity. In

other words, because of who they are. This message

is made strongly when-coupled as we do-in Cleveland

3

with strong enforcements. We have a special unit of
the Cleveland Police Department that exclusively
handles these types of crimes, and that's our ROPE
;unit. And that acronym stands for Repeat Offenders
Program Enfqgcemgnt. It's a group of detectives and
they ;re skilled in following up on hardenéd’
criminals. So, we turn them aloose on suspects in
thesé type of crimes. The law a2also allows us to
distinguish hate .crimes and other criminal activity

that may occur betwgen people of different cultural

backgrounds. Now, why is that important? I think

e
g

that before the law was passed, there was no

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago; IL (312) 236-4984




%& ,éistingUishment between sémeoné writing on the wall
'ixxxw//or the ocutside hotuse of ‘" family that's Eacially
3 isolateds ©No distinction ﬁédé between Joﬁnny loves
4 Mary being written on the outside of their house and
5 'nigger move out of thé neighborhood. No
6 |distinguishment, they both were called vandalism.
7 TSo, thisg law helped to distinguish and to put more
8 ’severity to the Ac; itself. Soc, we tﬁink it's very
9 |important that that dis@incﬁi;n was made.
10 In ad@itiqnq&é the legal definitiog of a
11 fhate crime, there are otheﬁf&éfinifiops. The -general
12 public sometimes will:.define a racial slur or name
13 ‘kalling as a_hate crime. Sometimes a victim of a
14 crime, such as a robbery, will consider the incidents
15 ‘o be racially motivated if the pefpetrator is of
16 another race. This is especially trué if the
17  perpetratdr usually has the upper hand'bysusually
18 |being "harmed or ﬂy being theraggresscr, uses ricial
19 'slurs by comﬁitting such a crime. The %icfi; may
20 have been obviously éefected because ¢f senior
21 status, wear exéensivefjeWelry; But, if during the
22 course of the robbery, these slurs are made, the
23 ivictim may well feel he or she was singled out

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, TL (312) 236-4984
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because of who they aré, race, religion, ethnicity.“
We have seen a shift in the type of incidénts from
what we call move-in or unwelcome in neighborhood
|violence during the mid '80's, to a more random type

of violence today. And, just let me say that vwhen I

talk about move-in viclen¢e, this was a phenomenon

X

that came on the tails of a court ruling that

mandated HUD and the char unit of HUD, CMHA here

locally to purchase or make acguisitions outside of

v
iz

|Central and Huff, the normal areas where they had

&

-

been acquiring units. It Jjust fostered more

segregation. Thus, they gorced in the court ;hling
to make their adduisitions in some of the
neighborhegds that we'll look at in .a few winutes
|that have the highesé number of incidents through the

years. These are areas where African Americafns and

Hispanics move into areas of the city -where they had

fair housing, but the welcome that they sometimes

r

received was the downside of that success. I said
the word random becausé we don't have any evidence

that there are organized groups that are set up in

our communitys M6st of what takes place is of a

|never lived in before. That's success in terms of .

3
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|mimicking nature'of what the Klan professeg or of the

Skinheads. So, it's a random type of violence that

®

we have. During the early and mid '80°'s, Cleveland

neighborhoods were more racially segregated than in

the 1990%s. At that tine, most victims were

African-Americans families that moved into

|4
- b '3

&

:predominantly or excdlusively wh&te neighbpghoods,
|They were often met with verba% threats or vandalism
{done to their homegy }In the "90's, most incidents
 were still directed towards African~Americans, but
often the incidents occurred while the victims were

in publi¢ places conducting their day-to-day

. . E . : ; N .
business. Examples are random assaults on victims in

Xw

vehicles or walking down ‘the street. Sometimes-the

victim is, in fact, perceived by the perpetrators as

one who has. invaded their turf. Bﬁﬁ‘oftenr both
parties are on reutral turf and in those business

sectors. et me just further say that CMHA has some

fair housing opportunities for lower income

‘individuals that puts them in middle class
neighborhoods and because of the economic plight that
has cut across all racial lines, sometimes when

o

>

African-Americans or other people of ‘colior move into

-
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individuals citywide.

these neighbofhoqu, into these homes that have bheen

|refurbished. And next door, you've got this white

worker who has been laid off, they have anamosity

lagainst this family that has just moved in and might

perpetrate some type of hostility overtly to that

1family because of that. They're getting an advantage

that we don't have. -~

PR

Sometimes, external events have stimulated

these incidents. During the Gulf crises, Arab

Americans became victims. Although prior to and

after the crises, there were very féw such victims.

Another éxample is during May. 1992, after the LA

A

criges, there was'a disproportionate number of white

victims who were dssaultéd. During these assaults,

1

the name of Rodney Xing was often repeated and

mentioned.

Let me adhere that we have not had a

» -

significanht number of individuals claiming to be

affiliated With hate groups in Cleveland. Our

intelligence has uncovered less than a dozen

-

Additionally., we have not had

lany incidents where the perpetrator has been a member

‘lor claimed tec be a member of a hate group. Now, what

»

»
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that means is that we've had individuals through the

¥

media proclaim to be members of these hate groups.,

-

1
individuals that have been found guilty of

perpetrating these events. We have found no evidence
that they actually have been members of the groups.
fI want to make that distinguishment.

Another significant shift in recent years
relates to the race of the victims. During the
11280's, the vast majority of victims weére
. While in the '90's,

African—-Americ¢ans. the majority

'of victims are still African-Americans, but in the

-

last two vears, we've seéeen q’significant increase in
white victims. And, I might say vis-a-vis the Rodney
TKing factor having g lot to do with that. Again,
|these are @os%ly inc&dents in public places.

Whites are almost never threatened because
of where they choose to live. Seldom do white
homebuyers choose to move in predominantly
African-American neighborhoods. Often, white
residents living in predominantly African-American
|neighborhoods are those who chose to remain ih their

homes as the area becomes re-segregated from white to

African-Americans. And, what we've found initially

[

-
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is that it's during the initial period that an

African~American or a person of colofr moving rinto a

community, that they're viétimized. After several
months or a year or so, they're no longer victimized.
|We think that they've gotten to be a kndéwn factor in

|thée commiinity. _I think it adds a lot of credance to

|something that we've heard over and over and over
again. That in order to get beyond, you know, this
phenomenon, education is going to have to be ,
administered. So, I think the neighbors have gotten
to know this family and have become somewhat
protective of the family ‘once they get to know them.
Cften, these residents are seniors. 'There appears to
be a certain amount, to put it back in context,

talking about the whites who have remained in the

|neighborhoods and whé have not been vigtimized, so

they're seniors. There appears to be a certain
amount of defference and respect for the long time
residents. We have not had incidents involving black

residents intimidating these long time white

|residents and suggestions that they sﬁoulﬁkmOVe,

Conversely, when black residents have mioved into

white neighborhoods, they‘re often met with suspicion

b b

¥
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‘anﬁifear, irrational myths and stereotypes reqgarding

'3 -

property values and crime may cause white resideénts

to make the new arrivals feel uncomfortable. 1In

extreme cases, this has resulted in incidents.
Rather than analyze the details of specific

hate crimes, I believe it would serve us better to

discuss the conditiong inherent in cross cultural

intolerance. And, béfore I go into that, let me find

EEs &

‘out,'you didn't say how much time I have, Mr. Chair,

|so how are we doeing on time?

4 %

CEAIRMAN BATTLE: About 9:30, we'd like to

»

move to our mekt speaker. But, we have a little bit
of flexibility. 4%é&d like to understand everything

you have to offer us this morning. So, we won't be a

slave to the ‘clock. ‘

& MR. THOMAS: Okay. What is Fhis hate crime
and where did it come from? And. mostrfmportantiy,
what can we do about it? 1Is it really hate or is it

fear? <Could it have something to do with living in =

‘highly competitive society: yvhere some may feel it's

B
“ L

‘necessary to reduce thé‘Worth ¢f others -inh order to
inflate our own accomplighmenits? Most people who

have observed children of diverse backgrounds at play

s
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with each other will agree that we're born with a '

natural curiosity and acceptance. It becomes clear

<

that external environmental forces influence
lchildren's attitudes and intolerance as we watch

children become older and less tolerant of other

b
v
*,

cultures. Often this is manifested in-verbal

interaction whereby slurs are used that have been
s Id

1obviously observed from others, sometimes parents.

Children observe adults treating others or talking

about other cultures in negative ways. A very

typical example is when you are seated around the

ldinner table, you know, the kids, the uncles, the

:parents, and they make the parents make note of the
 fact that this family moved in across the street who
looks differe;t than everyone arouncd t%at table, and
vthey say well now,tthe property values are going to
go down. Or, another scenario would be that this
same family's leddership parent will go over and
invite that family to come over and have dinner if
they look like the family sitting around the table or
take them out to have ice ¢ream, but they don't do )

the same for the family that ldoks different. A very

subtle way of passing on a very powerful message to

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicagor IL (312) 236-=4984 .
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the kids. And, in our city, a majority of the
|perpetrators of these crimes are ycuthful teenage
cffenders. <Children observe-adults treating others
or talking about other cultures in negative ways. It
|may ewven be done unconsciolisly by adults. Because

X [}

this intolerance permeates our society. we all must
realize how destructive ;nd costly it is to our
society. We must make strong commitments to identify
and confront it on both thHe individual and
‘institutional levels. A sile;ce that hopes the
problem wi{l go awa% or just taken of itself will not
work for us.; It's ;ot enough' that people of various
‘races, religions or cultures‘work side by side. More
cften than not, co-workers leave their place of
‘employment only t& return to their segregated
lifestyles. And, I'm reminded of an annecdote that
one of my staff members tells all‘the time about
‘these two guys worked together f£ér 28 years. Upon
retirement, they acknowlédged the fact that they 'have
been very goo% friends, but they don't know the names
of each other's kids or have visited one another's
homes. So, really, they haven't dotten to know one

»

‘another. And, in the words ©f Rev. Dr.gmartin Luther

- 3
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King, he taught us that men hate each other because
they fear each other. And, ;hey fear each other
because they don't know one another. And, they don't
know one another because they don't communicate.
‘They don't communicate because they are separated
from one another. i

While it's theé role of the Community
Relations Board in the City of Cleveland to develop
ldialogue groups that are multi-cultural to bring
1these people together., to get to know che another and
break down that hate~fear that leads’ to the
incidents. And, I think that as you look at the
bottom of the handout I gave, the number of incidents
by vear, you will see that when we first started in
1984 keeping statistics, we recorded 24 incidents and
we didn't have at that particular time a yvardstick,
if yvou will, or a definition because remember the
ethnic intimidation law wasn't passed until 1987.
And, as you can see, we've increased and then we've

a

8 t
started to decrease. And, this yvear, if we continue

k]
-

at our current rate of incidents, we're going to be

LS

down 75% from where we were in 1987. Why? I think

it's because of the vigorous law enforcement and as

«

]
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lwell as the progctive measures we've taken through

F

the dialogue groups.

We had one incdident or one situation where
in one of our neighborhoods that is noted for these
kind of incidents. 'some African-American yvouth
approached Curley Range; who is the Chaﬁr of the
dialogue group in this community and said, you know.,

over in this playground where we African-Americans

-

‘have been beaten up and the like for years and yvears,

well the&'ve painted that in Italian colors. And, we
take great cfferise to that. You know, we think
that's an affront to our community:. And, they went

to Curley to help to have the dialogue group become

involved in resolving that as opposed to getting

'their own paint or their own sticks and going to the
. g g

3

playground and perpetrating violence there. We

talked about it. We've learned that the Italian

L

American community painted those colors because they

think that they wanted to take pride in.the

‘'facilities and to upgrade them. And, the

African-Americah community had an opportunity to hear

that the Italian American community had an

opportunity to hear how upraised the Affigan’

-

ks

L] -
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commuhity was that it was painted in the Italian.
Well, anyway, the dialogquge, and théf's what these
groups are. dialogue groups caused for an amicable
‘solution to that problem that could have bloén up to
who knows what heights.

I do not believe upward economic mobility is
the complete answer. It will address the dispair and
disenchantment afflicting the upper class who have no
hope. under class, I'm sorry, under class who have no
‘hope and do not receive the prospecis of ever being
vpart of the American mainstream. It may glloq the
|victims of prejudice and bigdtry to suffer the
lindignities more easily, but it will not restore thé
dignity of all peqp%e, All people pave an
linalienable right to this. This is obvious whennwe
observe the economic analy§is~of why a;bfack family

i

" lon public assistance is harasséed out of a middle

P )

class neighborhood. After this ipfident happened, it

was conveniently suggested that the victim posed a

threat to the middle class neighborhood. It wa¥g
Jinteresting to observe a similar scenarig where
another family on publid’aséistance was allowed to

live in peace. That family was white. “There are
3

=
"

L.

x
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also countless instances where African—-American
doctors and lawvers purchase homes in affluent white
suburbs and are greated with cross burnings and
vandalism.

Egual opportunities in employmen£ and
gdueatiOn are absolutely necessary. But, until we
decide to take meaningful, affirmative steps toward
cross cultural understanding and appreciation, we
will not address. the fear and mistrust which can lead
tco intolerance and hate. Individuals and
institutions must take these affirmativé acts. This

-

includes parents, teachers, corporations, media,

r
S

elected officials and others. We must learn to do
something that we have not done very well. We must
learn to communicate openly about our attitudes and
feelings. We must learn that true mutual respect
will translate to progress and upward mgbflité for
all. We must talk tao our children when they are

confronted by culturally demeaning or insensitive

images ©r actions. We must openly confront these

isituations in public. We must be publicly intolerant

|of prejudice and bigotry. We must demand this of our

educational institutions. They must teach our

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicage, IL (312) 236-49584
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children well. Children must be given the ability to
resist and change negative attitudes of adults,
including parents. Children learn so~called new
 math. Somehow, they're able to go home to parents
:wh0~do noq understand this concept, and parents and

¢
children learn the new math together. We must demand

 tﬂe institutions of higher léarning legitimize the
;field of human relations and c%oss cultural
|understanding as & meaningful and necessary field og
endeaveor. We must challenge the media to take
affirmative acts towards addressing this problem. .
‘Because of the existing stereotypes; the media must
ask if certain images re-enforce these stereotypes.
As an example, the media must re-cons;deé the effect
.Qf nighly newsgasts that display African-American
‘males in handcuffs. It must consider that most
parents will not tell their children that most black
males do not end up being arrested. The
.entertainment industry must consider the existing-
stereotypes Qnd take affirma%ive acts towards
rectifying the situation when considering the content
| and casting. Obviously, government hasg a
respéhsibility to address this problem. The elected

¥

» 5
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officials were continued to sponsor legislation that
ultimately conveys to our scociety what is deemed
acceptable behavigr. A strong commitment to = -
enforcement, both philosophical and financial is also

'necessary. Here in Cleveland, Mayor Michael R. White

E

has adopted as one of his 5 campaign platforms the

=

improvement of race relations. He has not abandoned

these 5 platforms now that he's the Mayar. ® He

continues to publicly address this issue. It has
resulted in residents of diverse cultures and *
‘communities coming together and Cfferiqg him -

enthusiastic support. He has instituted cultural

A r

dialogue groups as I spoke of. The Mayor and the

residents have twken an affirmative act because they

k4
5

jknow the situation will not be addréssed naturally if
we just let things happen. YLocal governments” must
have the courage to admit that there is a problem.
fHere in élevéland we have taken significant steps to
identify the scope of the problem of hate crimes.
And, what I'd like’to do now, feeling thak
time is wearing on, is ipst refer you to the handout.

And, in the handout-on the' first page, we just

basically give an overview of ‘the ,incidents that

A
b
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occurred in 1992. qure were 4B incidents. Ifiyo?
coapare that 48 to 1991, vou see that éheréawas an
increase when all along we ?ad had a deérease. Well,
‘again, going back to the Rodney King fact%r, in the
.month of May last vear, we had 10 incidents, 10
incidents compared to, I think, 1 or 2 the previous
year. So, that Rodney King factor aqccunteaifér why
|we- had the increase-last year. So far this year, we
|don't have the Rodney King factor, thus we are
ilooking at about a 75% decrease in the numbetr of
;racial Aincidénts by vear's ends. A ’

If you look- on the Page 18, actually,'this
|came cut of our end of the year report;A I thought

this was the relevant part for vou, you can look at

P

|the ethnic:background of the victinis and you can see
how we've gone to an almost exclusive or
predominantly Afrfc§n-American victimizationﬁbéck to
1988 where 82% wén?; of all victims were
Zfrican—-Americans. And, as you ao across, you'll see
that that number has been reduced to 56% with whites
_and Hispanic Americans becoming‘ﬁbiebﬁumerouéa And,

%

for those of you that might know the City of
Cleveland geograﬁhicarly, Addendum B is a : >

h 3
»

>

®
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demographics of where the crime of hate violence has
taken place in our community. And, where you see the

most numerous acts, thosg are the communities where

»

* |we've set up the dialpgue groups. It makes sense.

since we have limited resources, we can't put one up

»

in each community and be efﬁ@ctive. In Addendum C on
Page 20 lists political wards so that we can work

with the council persops ,in order to bring a solution

3

to the problem. "And; we have them broken ddwn by

police district and broken down by the month in the
four vears that are é%ptidned there. The type of
incidents, Addendum‘F on Page 23, you can see there.
|And then, we get into thHe actual sgenarios. beginning
10n Page 24. Here is a good example of wyhat I

I became very much involved in. It was ;eporked th%tx
lthe African-American males that attacked this'whgte e
male in the HMay 25&, tha‘d%; af ter or 2 days afﬁer
‘the Rodney. King or the jury ~—.after thesverdict, I
think it was in‘'the Rodney King case was announced,

3

the first verdict, these African-American males

EE

enraged by that, attacked this white male. B2and, vou

can look down and sée, you know, the type of crime

mentioned. I see in this scenario here, one'in which

\

3
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that we have in this area.

Why don't I let you look through those, if

4

you wish, and ther I'm ready tc take any gquestions

'that you have or commeéents. 4 N

Y

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Thomas. .

=

Let me first ask if you could briefly describe the

relationship of the Community Relations Board to the

*

City of Cleveland and specifically your relationship
to the Police Division in Cleveland. Do you engage

in investigations yourself, exactly what is vour

o

intervention in these issues of hate crimes?

-~ -~

MR. THOMAS: We have a very sophisticated
protocol that was put in place back in 1986 when

those residents started moving into those racially

1

igolated units. We have asked CMHA to make Community
Relations aware of those units, and when people were

| scheduléd to move into them. We, in turn,

communicated to the Cleveland Police Department the
address of racially isolated families so that when a .

family moved in and a call came from that house, they
) 4 4 ¥
were to receive an-.-automatic guick response. So, at

|any time when an incident occurs, last night was a”
good example, about 9:00 o'clock my phone rang. It

- 3

}7“ E)
1
f

HALSELL & HALSELL® REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984




11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
is
20
21
22

23

27

.

:was from the radio dispatth, and the dispatchgr ‘told

o H

me that there had been a racial incident that
occurred. I determined the nature of it and whether
or not it was prudent for &eﬂto go on the scéne to
ﬁelp‘to decision make at that point. I, in turn.,
before I left the office thié morning, T dictated a
memo to put the Mayor on alert as tc what happened,
|the safety director, the police chief and the council
person. So, the police, they notify me any time of
|the day or night of any time these incidents occur so
T can let the Mayor know immediately if its of that
;magnitude. In terms of inféstigations, we do not get
involved until after the ROPE’unit goes out and deals
with all the witnesses, ;he victims, et cetera are
fresh. And after that, then, we do our thiné- We
think that we provide a unique service. We want to
do everything in Community Relations we can to help
hput the life of the victim back in order., whether it
means helpi?g to find them & new place to live, food:,
money, whatever it is that helps,y psychic care,
”referrinq to the attorney general's office for their

witness victim services because sometimes these

incidents démage psychologically the victims

n
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immensely, as you Know. Well, we want to provide

whatever service we can to put the life of the victim

|back tegether. Then, after we've been given the

green light t6 contact the yictim to go into the

neighborhood; our role ig to interview neighbors and

|perhaps we can come ‘up with some intelligehce that we

feed to the Clevéland Police tg facilitate the
investigation. °If youfll notice in some of the

literature I passed out to you, that in the first 3

vears of this decade, there have been over 100

arrests’ made in just the 3 vears, That compares to

»

more arrests than were made during the entire 1980°'s
‘because of the joint working relationship betyeen CRB
and the Cleveland Police. I think it's a very

cooperative one where the chief has been cited in

4 .
N

‘meetings to say Sam Thomas receives phone calls

w

before I do from the Cleweland Police. I think we're.

rVe:ylmuch disﬁinguishedufrém, sayr, a city like L.A. "
where the police and the c;ﬁmunity were very much
;estranged from one another.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Questions, committee

i

members, question? >

£Y
%

MS. POWLESS: I have cne, Jjust briefly

-

<
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|reading ever this first page, you have I see that

|100% of the perpetrators in 1992 were males. Is that

pretty standard?

MR, THOMAS: That's correct. We'wve had

|females that have been perpetrators, but usually
|they're along with males and may not be the leading
|parties. But, yes, there are some female

|perpetratdrs.

MS. POWLESS: One other question. I don't
see anything in here about hate crimes’ against gays

and lesbians. Is there another group that focuses on

|those particular groups?

MR. TH?MAS; Yes. 'The Mary Ann Finnegan
Project in the gay 'and lesbian community collects

those statistics. BAnd, I have tried to work with

them for them to share those statistics with us so
{that, you know, I think yo@t all know, and .probably

the reason you’re doing this is.you want to determine

A

the extent of what's going on so that we can
legislate and enforce to the appropriate level.
Well, I haven't received the type of response that I

think is desirable from their reporting in order to

report to local government.

&
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CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal?,

*

MR. LEVENTHAL: Mr. Thomasy §Qu mention in

yvour remarks that part of the problem lies with the
media, the newspapers, radio, TV. Has your

»

organization had any contact with ‘them? &nd, if so,

‘have they cooperated witH'yqu?
MR. THOMAS: Good question. Yes, we have,
by virtue of different venues that we mighit be in.

For one, we're very much involved with the Greater

<

Cleveland Roundtable. BAnd; the rouhdtablg»has four

bl

.committees, one is entitled the media committee. And

that committee has been in the business of providing

sensitivity training for upper levels in the media

and in corporate America all together.
Secondlyy invelved with the dialogue groups

that are' out -in the community, grassrcots. They have

3

‘held forums where they've iﬁvited the media

-

successfully to come and to hear from these

grassroots in&ivi@uals the dilitarious impacé4of some
of the reporting. Again., to sensitize the médi;.
. CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Wilson?
MR. WILSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I have a couple of gquestions. Mr. Thomas, to

>
3
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lclarify, I guess the reliability of the statistics,
Ibecause statistics are what most people look at
immediately toc form gome general judgment of how bad

-

ia problem is. And, you've done an impressiveée job

5
here of collecting statistics for the Committee, and
I would imagine that “they'll play an important role
in the Committee's report. And, so, I would like to
get at a couﬁle of guestions regarding the
reliability of the statistics.

MR. THOMAS: Surely.

MR. WILSON: ©ne is this, your report
presents the incidents -«of haté crimes in C{eveland as
facts they have occurred. Yet, n&i all gfhhhem;
perhaps not even a majority of them made it into the
legal system. It's y&ur cffice's judgment, based on
{what. vas reported to the police:. that;there was, that
ithe§e were hate crimes. Yet, as I say, ~the
‘committing of them mever got to the level of full

»

hearings in the court system where alleged victims
‘and'alleged perpetrators would have had an
{opportunity tec make their case. How conffdeﬁg‘are

you, then, that these reports of hate crimes are

accurate?

* £
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MR. THOMAS: First of all; let me respond
that I'm very disappointed that our statistics show

that we've decreased at the rate that we have because

- =

|1 think that if more people were aware of° this crime

and that they have been victimized or that there's a

phone number that they dan call to report it, or they

t
4

felt free in réporting:itg that the nﬁmbers would

continue to incréase. degﬁite the fact that the media

now is helpiné to send a message that this will not
AR .

be condoned. Law enforcement is sending that message

a

at the same time that it's not condoned. I think

| that for ;Very one incident that's reported, there
are probably anothér 10 that are;not reported, for
any number of reasons. I think that the Asian
‘American comnunity is one that's victimized in
'silence. I thiqk that the gay and lesbian community

|is another that'’s victimized, to a large degree, in
silence and chooses to repbért to the Mary Ann
S ‘q“ .

Pinnegan project as opposed to Sam Thomas. Why? I

think that for every case there's probably, a

7
x

different reason why it's not reported.
Now, to -deal directly with your question,

lhow reliable dp I think these numbers are,

<
. Ld
. PR
> < AN

“y
*
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considering they haven’t had the scrutiny of a

courtroom setting. We exercise great pain before we

«

{label an incident as racially motivated, if. you will.

But, let me say we'reivery”{ibe;al at first in having

3

,1 - A
it raised up to be scrutinized. In other words, when

”
-

|the police officers are Sdut on the street and they .

get a report of this crime, we say that if it looks

a

like a duck, waddles like a duck, guacks like a duck,

ye

then consider it to be a duck. WNow, under further

.|scrutiny throudgh the ROPE unit, we sit on a monthly

basis and we look at all of.those cases that have

been liberally lsbeled-as racially motivated

lincidents. And; we look at elemént by element of the

|Hate Crimes Act and we‘fegret out, at least in

« ®

theory; whether or not it meets all the élements of

<

that crime. And then, if if does, then that's where

the charge comes from. ,So, based on that, I feel

<

pretty confident'tﬁat if“has«all the elements to be
called a hate c;ime,;notﬁighstanding the faet that it

hasn't gone to court and stood up under further

2 ’

'scrutiny. But, I think something that's even more

& x

7imp0£tant than whether “6r; not rit stands up under

L 3

. ¥ 2, v o, S .
scrutiny and that*is -the message that a Hate Crimes

¥
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|crine per se.

A ¥
%

Ackt sends out to the community. And particularly the

M -»

13
‘penalty enhancement aspect of the Ethnic Intimidation

X 't}?ﬂ ,:f . N
Law. It says that thig crime is more serious and

should be treated moré seriously than other types of

£

'

MR. WILSON: My understanding i's that Iaw

currently is not operative because the State Supreme

2

Court had deéclared it unconstitutional. And, I think

that®s being reviewed again. But, right now, it's

not law? . '

MR. THOMAS: ¢ Well, you know that that, our
law, what you say--

MR. WILSON: .[The ethnic intimidation?
MR. THOMAS<: The Wisconsin statu%e, which

Y

|is a penalty enhancement statute similar to ours, has

'been upheld so --

MR. WILSON: Right, I understand that.

I

MR. THOMAS: It's just a matter of time, I

¢ &
L

feel.

*  CHAIRMAN BATTLE; We have time for one more

4

'question from the Committee before we'll meed to move
to our next speaker. Dr. Wilson?
MR. WILSON: if nc one else has a question.

&

z

5
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CHAIRMAN‘BETTLE: Ms. Rodemeyer does.

MS. EODEMEYER: I was wondering with this

3

l1lack of enforcement, is it possible that people
believe if they report or prosecute, sign a .

complaint, that they won't be protected against

retaliation? BAnd, it's ﬁct mediation or .
understanding or anything else, they just want to
lquiet it.

MR. THOMAS: ¥es, well, I'm sure that
that's a factor in theé' reduced number of incidents

|that are reported to us because they stiii have to

o

|live in that community. But, we try to be as

.
[y

‘ . L
reassuring as possible to victims. I don't know of

|any cases in our city where there ‘have beepn

o
¥

reprisals, per se.

%

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: With Mr. Erste's
indulgence, we would want the record to be complete

here, so I'll recogmize Dr. Wilson for a final
question. ' .
MR. WILSON: 1'11 pass.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: ' Thank you very much, Mr.
Thomas, I appreciate your appearing before us and the

*
t

4information you left with us. D

3
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MR, THOMAS: My pleasure. Th%nk%yog vVery
|much. Much succeéss in your endeavors.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Brste, pleasé correct .
me if I'm mispronéuncing your name. .Good morning.

LOU ERSTE ” -

MR. ERSTE: Good morning and .thank you.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Good morming.
MR. ERSTE: Let the record show that I'm not

the Director., but the Assistant Director of. the

|Citizens League and the Citizens. Leagque ,Research

v

‘Institute. I wouldn’t mind a promotion, but neither

|am I seeking it. |

What I'wve given you is an “extract froh a
pfeliminary report which is marked confidential, not
for release. Mainly because given the press of our
business at thé~LeaggE*ané ‘the way that this report
evolved, it se€érved our pu;poses in this forum. 1In

+ ¥

other words, we didn't have another tﬁrbe weeks to
'bring it to completion. Sco, the graphs are in a
‘certain order, but not necéssarily’labeled that wéy.
And, what you"have is an excerpt, anyway.

The executive summary Iswould draw vour

{attention to, which is what I thought T, would go

H
g

4l
» k ¢ 4

ot

=~

»
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|through and tell you what this is. This is our

annual poll. Two years ago, I spoke to you about eur

¥

.1991 poll results. Th;Sé are our 1992 poll restults
which are a vear later. As vou know, this is 15893.
We're about to go into the field with our survey and
we'll ask some of these-éuestions again. But, we

have not yet done that. And so, at your request, I

ut
|was going to give you the 1992 results which do
include the period after the police incident ‘in which

Rodney King was attacked. And so, there's some

|information about that.. What this poll doe$§ is telils

-

[you what Clevelanders are thinking about race

L

relations. We ask duestions that deal with their

“

perceptions about the state of race ané ethnic
relations. We try to objectively measure what's
actually occurring in terms of race relations as
‘opposed to what's going on inside people's mind. So,

we ask them about their experiences and this

|information tracks to some extent with Mr. Thomas'®

¢ %

{information. Our poll is county wide, aiid .so we've

'got about two-thirds of our sample from the suburbs.

1
n

We also ask the public Questions about how to improve

race and ethniec relations. We had a special segsion

w®
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on the media and race relations this time and then a
series of questiéns on integration in néighborhoods.
We also asked abeout and aided the school system in

its development.of Vision 21 which, in part, is a .

# LN

'strategic plan. In part, it unfclded the school

desegregation case here in Cleveland and that poll =

|information is not included here, but I'd be happy to

provide it. 'The péll is based on telephone

interviews with approximately 786 people in this
particular poll. We pve%sampled in Clevé&aﬂd this

¥

veai, particularly within the public schools. But,

{all the numbers that you're seeing would be

representative of whatever group I'm locking at. So,
we play the waiting game. To give you a picture that

‘1ooks like it would be if wvou cut it a certain way.

So, if I show you a county wide result, then it's the

proporticnate number of whites, Blacks, Hispanics and
others. The propoft&onate amount of c¢city and
;suburbs, if I show yq&‘Cleveland, it wouié?be *
Clevelands Black, white, and’ so on. So, we

oversampled in some areas. The graphs that are

included are just thosg that go with the questions.

T

1T thought you might be interested in, sinéé it*s a 40

a

2y . [
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{think they‘ve imﬁkabed, some think they hawen't.

page preliminary }eport.

2

Now, we'll get, £to the meat of this. Under

the firét section. there, the public perceptions.

P

What 1'1l1 do is Just go briefly through ﬁhis

»

executive summary, éhen skigy through and talk about a
few phectographs, then open-it up for your guestiong.
Public perception over the past few years,

Clevelanders have remained mixed. Some think race

relations are good, soéme think thev're not. Some

L]

" |An&, on the whole, that goes along with another

finding. 60%, approzimately 50% to 60% don't have

L3

|any recollection of a good thing that happenéd in

race relations or & bad thing that happened in race

|relations. 8o, what that means to us is about half -
the people in the county aren't paying attention to

race relations in any way that's salient in their

lives. Consequently; when you ask them if things

'have gotten better or worse:or generally good or bad,

Py

‘they don't know. They pick the middle answer. So,

there is a certain amount of apathy about race

3,

relations in this toWwn. That'$ not uncommons
. 5

& ¥
When we ask”about the good things, our

L

I

"BALSELL ' HALSELL REPORTERS, Chitago, TIL (312} 236-4984




-

10

11

12

13

15
ié
17

18

19

20

22

23

B

" - 2,
s +

|Mayor, Mike White comeg to the top of +thé 1ist. He

&

did that two yvears in a row. He ran on @ ticket that
i ' a2 o

said we're going to concern ourselves with, among

“ W

other things, race relations, improving race
'3 -

‘relations. We're not going to have racially devisive '
5politics in this town anymore. The public saw it.
They voted him in. They bought it and he's folloved

‘through on it, and they have credited him for that.

“ o
%

|And so, as an individual, he's seen as somebody who

-

is.a good thing happening in race relatiérns.: We

asked for a thing, we got a person. Two years ip‘a

8 N - ‘
‘|row, he's at the teop:,of the list. We think that's

impor?@nt. He was also g&venéh;%ait for prevegiing
the fiots or for having a r;le in preventing %i@ts@iﬂ
|Cleveland after the LA riots. When we said open‘end:
{why weren't there any rlots;x Act1v1ty by ‘Mayor Whlte

-

‘and other community leade:q was menuloned most ¥ v

N r

freguently. When we asféﬁ about the actual state of

race relations, we got similarly mixed results.

L] =

There was a lot of pebple saying that they had a -

positive encounter of some sortiwith peopleé of

-

another race, but a-lot of people also said they

experienced some sort of discrimination in the .
8 3

o
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previous year. And, in general; people think they

don't have a lot of prejudice. That’s Kind-of

* |consistent with previous year results and results

|around the country. Pecple don't know that they're

L]

|discriminating or that they're prejudiced or that

{they don't ‘want to admit it in terms of improving

A

race and ethnic relztions, education again at the top
vr .

{of the list, you know, that Sam Thomas mehtioned that

i

the public knows thatsy thats what they think is

|going to help improve things. More jobs also,

especially after the L.A. riots was seen as something

Ithat would help. Government. policies generally not

L s

given a lot éf importance. Again, not &ivqn a lot of

.

importance by the pubiic& ..Bqual job opportunities
wa&s the thing that the public felt the goverrment

would do, that they most agreéd the government could

do. Not very many people thought that the government
should be involved in anvthing else that's mentioned.
;Social endineering, which is the phrase that when we

|probed, they said they don't want the govérnmént

M

making people think a certdin waye.

Briefly,»ift our media-race relations
'section, the public believes the media has to do

"

4 o
* ¥ e
. ¥ - »
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more. They have a responsibility to do something,
3

|not to make things worse. To make thingé’peﬁtarv

wthey have to do more here in greater Cleveland. They

A

do something, the public says, but it's nof;enqugh.
And then, "under intégrating néighborhoo@s,
people see that it's.the correct thing to do. They
continue to tell ug in vast majority that's what they
;want. They want to live in integrated ‘neighborhoods,

but nothing, nobody is doing anything about it. As

|you know, Cleveland is oné w©of the most Segfegate&

k]

|cities in the United States. So, thereé is again this

gap between what people say, what they say. They

* 4
believe what they gfay. they do and what they actually

Jwill do. All I can tell you about is what they said,

a little bit about why they might ha%e‘said it.
If you don't mind, I would like to walk you
‘through a couple of these graphs, just to make a few
of these points a little bit more clearly. Then, é
'I'11l open for gquestions. !
On the third page and in the lower right
hand page, corner of each page is.a handwritten

’r"“

number, On the third:page, this shows you how

{Clevelanders are split. Less tharn half in Graph A
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|zelations are generally good or generalli*bad 44, 45,

EY

So, Graph B shows you that .about the same number

%

thinks things stayed the’same and equal numbers think
things have gotten betkter or gotten worse, no real

change over the year there. 8o, that's that "o

. ™

unknowingﬁess that ,I was mentioniqg. People‘largely
don't know. If they think it"'s gotten bettér or
worse, it's for a reason. They think it's good or
bad, it's perhaps because ocf,; there were no
sign@ficant differénces among Blacks, Whites,

Hispahics or Cleveland suburban residents on most of

these. The only difference we could £ind was that

those who think things are generally good also think

P

things have gotten better. Those who think things
|are generaily bad also éhink things haveagotten
worse. So, one {doefn't need a poll to tell yod that
you might get that résﬁlt. b oo

Graph J on Page 4 shows you the open ended

‘answer to the duestion what do vou think was the best
‘thing that happened in race and ethnic rélations in

greater Cleveland in the past year. The consistent
%

guestion we've asked oVer time. This shows Mike
& '“l' %
1 B

there say that relations betwegn that race and ethnic

x
2
£
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‘W@itev opén end, méntioned by 16%. He was mentioned
by 25% the yéar before. ©But, he's still at the top
 0f ;he list. He was a néew Mayor the year before.
The suburban residents are more likely to mention
Mike White than Cleveland residents, and Mike is seen
|as the Mayor for thé regibn. I think, clearly, is a
Tleader in race relations in this region.

In the o0ld days, some black leaders who were
| seen as divisive were mentioned as the worse thing
happening in race relations, again more by suburban

lthan Cleveliand residents. $Sco, the suburban residents

really look to the leadership in Cleveland,

"
»

especially the Black leadership, as indicative of
what's happening in race relations. And, you can see
|at the bottom there, 58% on Graph J had no answer to

| the gquestion, what's the best thing. So; that might
be depressing until vou look it‘the worse things
graph, which is Graph A on Page 6. You can see 49%
have no answer to the guestion what's the worse thing
lthat happened in race relations. It's noththat they
udidq't think there were goocd things happening. they
felt there were bad things. they‘ré'thinking neither .

good nor bad here. You see, racial hatred, racial

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicdgo, IL (312) 236-4984
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3

|violence, racial incidents most freguently mentioned

|as the worse thing happening by 12%. Again, this is

open ended. They had to think of this ‘themselves.
The impact of the riots, impact on Cleveéland of the

riets occurring in L.A. and other cities were

mentioned as the worse thing. So., there was no

-

outbreak of violence in Cleveland. Buk, when asked

R

what was the worse thing that happened, the people

said the”efféct of the viclence. So, they wanted to

- |[translate what tﬁey saw on the news as a bad thing

>

|happening here, which'is kind of interesting. I

think it's indicative of the fact that people are

Ll

waiting, they know there is a race relation thing,”

e

|there's tension, théy know tha£? The other things on

‘the list wereé similarcte, previous yéars. The next

s

page, Graph L shows you the, open ended answers to the

1

guestion about why weré-thefe no riots in Cleveland

-

|and riotsg elsewhere? In this case, we had for the

interviewers a list of what we call pre-—coded

answers. So, these answers are a 1litile bit more

inférmational than the ones in the previeus graph.

What we did was talk te commupnity leaders and people

in the community tco find.out what they thought the

-
g k]
i"‘,'

e
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reasons were, and then gavé those possible answers

[for the interviewers teruse. And then, Mike White

came -out on the top. ;Sb;'whatever the public said,
that was recorded, then it was put into these groups:

and we didn't see a Lot'ﬁf difference then between

|the public and the community leaders, though. When

>

1=

|we asked why or looked for; in Graph L 1 there,

you®ll .see very few peoplé said Cleveland Police are

closer to the community &s a reason. But, 2% of

4

Blacks did, as opposed to 0% of whites. And then. no

police brutality against Cleveland, 4% of Blacks.

Those aren't big&ﬂumberS»“but those are differences.

wr

The chances for a violent' protest, Page 8, that was a

follow-up to the riotsg gquestion that was just, you

-

'know, are the chances greatetr mow or lésser or the

.

; . s ,
'same for violent protest by-:Blacks. This was to

track to a national guestion. Most:pedple thought it

- 3

|was the same. " These graphs are kind of tricky

because you're comparing this year and last year and

5 years. But, fewer Blacks thought that there's a

greater chance. Well, you 160k at Graph M 24% of
Blacks thought there was é=qreater chance now than 10
years ago; ébmpane& to non-blacks, 33%. But, the

"%

. -

4
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% 3
same in Graph 1, the Same percent thought it was the
T

same as & year ago. ‘Sey ‘What that might suggeét is
., v : .? * o

that during the year previous to the survey, not much

changed, but things were certainly worse than they

were 10 years ago, Sd, there is some sense out there

a

|of the temsion.

£

£ 9 -
+ " Graph D on the-néxt page and D 3, this shows

us about people’s encoufiters. We said did you have
|encounters and weére the& positive. And if they were
° ¥ )

|positive or if they wére negative, do you think it
lwas” because of race. This Graph D suggests that most

people had at least oneﬁgosifive encourniter with

o

someone of the another face.’ 88%. BAnd then, of

those, wé asked do you think it was pesitive, why was
it positive? Race waérone of the answers. 17%
thought it, was positiyve because of race. 'So, a lot °
¥ «

'of people have positive encogﬁtérs because of rdce.

“

A few of those people thought it was positive because

of race. However, the;ﬁext piece there, 19% said
they had at least one encounter that was generally

| negative. ,Anﬂﬁ,mogbVof those pedple 11%, say it was

- "

ol » R
because of 'race. So% ip negative encounters; people
~ ra £
- » 3
- . Ly . - - »
are blaming race in negdtive encounters. Race isn't

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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seen, as Graph E on Page 11 shows you, that those
‘encounters that were more typically seen as negative

were those encounters with authority figures. Police

lat the very first, the top of Graph E, the 19% had a

negative encounter they thought because of race.

The next page, Graph F, this is the one
where people report that they had a discriminatory
act cor perceived oné agaiﬁst them in the previous
vear. 52% said that they felt they were :
discriminated against in some fashion. ﬁe have
changed the list this yvear from the previous poll
‘results you had seen two years age. If yvou recall,

it was about 33% two years ago. We don't think there

P

|was an® increase, weé think we just counseled better

this time. 8o, I'm not saying there is fore, I'm

just -- but, the order is appreximately the same.
It's wverbal abuse that people recall feeling, those

‘are at the top cof that list,

3 v
L3

L3

L]

Hispanics in Graph F 1, Hispanicé Seem to

think they wereée experiencihg more discrimination than

everybody else in all categories except someone -

refusing to serve them. But, clearly, non-whites,

bottom part of Graph F 1: rion-whites are mocre likely

# -
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to say they expé}ienced these than are whit%s., Among

g x

jwhites,; Irish, Pols and Ttalians were more likely té
lreport some sort of discrimination in the ‘majority -of
¢
. €

those groups. I'11l leave it there for guestions.

%

' CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. ©Questions from
the Committee? ,Dr. Wilsoﬁg

MR. WILSON: Fine, thank you; Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Erste, a codplerof g;estions regardingsthe data.
On Page 8, the graphs indicate a compa;isOﬁ between
»expectations ?f violépt protest today ééxsusﬁa year
ago and versus 5 yvears ago and 10 veatrs ago. DBid wyou
also find out what percentage -- what the expectation
is objectively, I mean, how mahy, what percentage of
people ~- that’s not -~ let me think about how to
word this toc get it right.
MR. ERSTE: The answer is no.

. MR. WILSON: I think you know what I'm

getting ats Do people have a high or low é&xpectation

|of the chances for violent protest? 1In other words,

you can compare the 5 years ago, but it could have

| been 5% 5-years ago and 10% this year.

MR. ERSTE: We didn't follow-up and ask

that. Howevery iIf you look at Graph M there, my

b
i &

-

e
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A

‘guess«WQuld you be it wouli be safe to "say, 20% who
think it's greater now than a year ago think that
there's some -chance, better -than zero those that
jthink it's the same, whatever the percentage,

»

|whatever the possibility, whatever the probability

|is. Omne would guegs that .gome of those think that

it's the same, think it's a probability greater than

-

n

‘éero. My guess is those who think it's gréater hdve
significantly higher than zero probability. But,
there's nothing in our data to suggest what that
lprobability might be. . +

MR. WILSON: =+ It's important to know which
|way expectations are going. But, it's also important
to kﬁow what the level of their 'concern: is.

MR. ERSTE: In.'fact, each year that we do
this, we adjust it. BAnd, that would be a wonderful
guestion to add. Thank you. You might see some
things that*you asked from two years ago reflected in
the questions we asked. We ex%andeﬁ this
dramatically this past vear. r E

MR. WILSON: The only other thing I would
comment on is in Graph F. the question, do you think
you’ve beéen 6iscrimipa;ed;§gainst during the past

t .

. 1
+

-

o

FLS

-
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lyear on the basis of récengféligion or ethnic
background. When you lcok through the list of things

lthat constitute discrimination, obviously they move

-3

* [from everything from, ¥ou know, physical vioclence to

telling gn+ethnic joké. And, it seems to me that
for, that it's at leéast questionable whether

x
-

taafeléss jokes are perscnal actg of personal
discrimination. Quite the way the guestion was
phrased, it indicates that you've made a judgment

that they are. And, I just think that those things

|have to be at least distinctions. have to be made and
the severity of bigoted 'behavior, if you would?

MR. ERSTE: * My guess.is that people were
|sensitive to the diﬁferéncerbetweenﬁhearing a joke

and then feeling discriminated against becaige of

T 1

that joke. In the question wording, we tried to get
lat that. 1I'm sensitive te what you're saying,

|though. That's a very good point.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: * Other guestions? Yes, Ms.

-

Ortega?

*

MS. ORTEGA: I'm curious alsc on Page 12,

Graph F you say that Laéimas. Hispanics as ygou put

ity were the only group to show an increase. Do you
3 Yy

¥
-

Ay

+
[
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have any sense of why or --
MR. “ERSTE: Actually, Graph F:1 shows that’
" i

|that little bar there, the white bar is longer thah

*

all the others except for the one néar the bodttom

+
¥

by -- so, we diéh‘t‘meésure the change from Ehe
previous years. S¢, it's not necessarily an
lincrease, it's just in comparison tec the other groups
‘they were experiencing more. We don't have any

|answers from the poll to suggest why that might be.

g %

I'm, in éacé; dfaﬁing a blank now. 1I'm not even
coming up with.a guess zsito.why that‘might be.

| Let me comment in the poll in'genngl,
|Hispanics looked more like whités than the non white

groups in general. In this part and in other pols,

o t %

|and this is consistent with poll results arcund the

country. ‘Hispanics, especially in Texas,.I just

* s

|reviewed some results, Hispanics more often have
opinions that were similar to whites, even in terms
of things that have to dg with race relations. Buty -

when it comés to experiencing it, they're .clearly
‘more likely to -— so; maybe it's a seénsitivity issue,

7

. I'm not -sure. N

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal?

)
0
;

" »
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| coula relay to you. In fact, we refined it based om

MR. LEVENTHAL: One of the problems that

T

keeps coming up with your report and other reports

i

ldeal with property values causing the discrimination

and the bigotry. Many people do not mind living,

T

let's say. in a mixed neighborhood., but they felt it
in the pocketbook. Which, as you know, in America is

a very important factor. 1Is your committee or other

committees that you may have dealt with deéne any

research into property values that could help this

situation by adéising people that lock, don't worry

|about it, your property values are not going down or

maybe they are going down, but as of now,’it may be

just a myth. Do you have ;nyth{ng to report on that?
MR. ERSTE: * My sense is the dialogque and

plan and Professor Dennis Cleating at Cleveland State

have done research in this area. We track property

values, but we've never crossed property values with

change in the makeup of a neighborhood. We do have a

lguestion about opinion that deals with this that I

our conversations a few vears ado. We will read a

statement for agreement or.disagreement. I want to

live in a neighborhood with people who are the same

Ed
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‘committee? Yes, Ms. Ortagd?

r
"

economic class as I am< It doesn't matter if ghqya
are members of a different race: 81% agreed with.
‘'that statement, ané that was consistent across the
different group;; White, Black, Hispanics. ,More in

the suburbs said that. So, there is the suggestion

5 «
anyway that that matters. Again, under the

incentives question that we ask, assurances -that

‘property values would remain the same was near the

T

top of the 1list, typical. Personal safety was

|higher, but for whites, it was property values. So,

X

all I'm doing is confirming that Clevelanders agree
with you that there is this perception and/or myth,
but I don't have the d@vidence so that that—-

MR. LEVENTHAL: Maybe wqﬁll hear from other

organizations more about that.

S

el
H

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions from the

*
*
M L]

MS. ORTEGA: No, I didn't have guestions.

4 L3
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very much, MNr.

Erste. Thank you again for such’'good research. This
has all the makings of, as the yvears go by, a real
good longitudinal study in the year 2020 as we're

still looking at this. I'm sure we'll be looking

T

a
.
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back to your reports. * T

r
<.

MR. ERSTE: Thank you very much. I hope
we'll have solved some problems by then.
* ,CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Let me suggest

lthat we take about a 5 finu¥te stretch break for the

4

Committee. And then, when we assemble again, it will

be Mr. Calabrese.

(WHEREUPON, a brief receéss was taken.)

[y
®

MR. LEVENTHAL: Our Chairman is‘fn the

kS

phone, so I'11 take over for awhile. Cliﬁf,.would
you like to move up to join him?

I'd like to introduce Mr. teona;d M.
Calabrese, the ﬁxecutiVe Dirécfor of therCom@ission
QOn Cathelic Community Action Diocese of Cleveland,
the Anti-Defamation League’in the Chioc and
{Pennsylvania Region.”: Whoever chooges f£o be first.
Why, it's up to you; Leonard. Would you like to
start? B -

TEONARD M. CALABRESE
w Okéy. Good?morning~‘ itis good to have

this opportunity to share ﬁith»you on such important
|matters, and we'rée glad to come to Clevéeland. The

*

4 -~

and a good friend of mine, CLliff Savren, Director of

=
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5
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: 3 N o . 4 % N :.. .
Commission om Catholic Community Action 1s the social.

e

justice of the Catholic Diocese, of .Cleveland for the
Cuyaheoga COUnty; the Diocese stretches over eight
_counties andﬂnumbegs around 820,000 people in
‘northeast Chio. The Commission is in its 24th year
and over the life of its éxisténce. the Commission on
Catholic Community Action has also had a.special
concern for racial jugticei In 1888, we received a
grant from the Cleveland quqdatibn to develop a
{multi-cultural diversity, training progr;m £o help
parish and neighbofhood folks respond petter and more
'proactively to the increasing number of racial
:incidents that were done on the upswing across the
:City of Cleveland. Since then, our Mosaic Program
has been active on the west side, east side and south
side of town, and you mayihavé heard in érevious #
‘testimony those are important distinctions in
Cleveland and point. t& some of the ongoing problems
we have. ‘

We've also been‘involved in & number of
'SUburbs, especially integxafed suburbs, such as

Garfield Heights, and in issues such as fair housing,

bank reinvestment in communities, loan, insurance and

< ®

.

¥
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credit criteriz, small business, development,

Yo

. sy s > cvepd ¢ g .
education issues and envitonmental racism.

Besides our training program, we also have a
» @

fprOgraﬁftHét we developed in 1990 for junior high

i

students in both pérochial and. public schools that

uses the arts to foster helping multi-cultural

-

diversity as well as non-Violent conflict resolution.

Looking back over the past 5 years, we at

»

the Commission on Catholic, Community Action see a
3 5

> e

very mixed picture across’ our city and county with

S

good news and bad news. With some progress and with

many problems and challenges still confronting us
1all, .

So, I thinkr we've made progess when it comes
[to whéF‘s this explicit topic of your being here, the
1frequencj of hate crimes and overt violent racial
Jiﬁcidents across our ared.

‘The City of Cleveland's Communkty Relations
‘Boardikhat_you hgard from earlier has not only done a
fine job of keeping statistical track 9? that
pattern., but I believe®is one of the réasons for

‘progreés on that front. We've worked very closely

{with Sam Thomds, with the staff and the Board of the

N *
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Community Relations Department on a number of
sensitive and seriocus matters: and'ﬁe continue to do
Ethat. So, we believe they're an invaluable resource
for our city and our area. I think they're ah
‘example of the good news in our community.

There are also éeyetal very fine, committed

organizatiofal efforts aimed at reducing racial

. » L) . & > L -
incidents and fostering more racial harmony. ' Besides

|CRBy I would cite in particuldr A World Of Difference

of ADL, Hitch Remove of NCCJ as well &s our: own multi

cultural diversity program and our Guardian King Day
Program. We alsc have educational resources,

Cuyahoga Community College in Cleveland State, and
U

Twe've had very specific timé limited efforts’that
‘I've tried to bring toge;her~different parts of the
community to improve race relations. One exanmple
would be the effort ?etWeen the NAACP and Jewish
Community Federation that éook educators from the
area, including people from the Diocese to Senegal
and iIsrael. Many schooi systems, including ours.,
'have programs in place to try and improve sensitivity
and understanding. So, -we're fortunaté to have some

‘'fine and effective programs. Some structures and

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, .Chicago, IL

(312) 236-4984
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individuals, and I think perhaps we saw the benefit

of that, that kinaxof‘whét I would call social

infrastrucfhre in the aftermath here of the L.A.
riots last year when all of us, including the Mayor

"|and some civic leaders; as was mentioned earlier,

1 %

responded at the grassroots level to heighten
|tensions of the possibility of viocience. Even though

it's a very tense time, we didn't have any major
‘blowup in Clevéland.
At the same time, I think we have t¢ admit

K} K3 v - ' _ “ : -, . g -
|that” the undeflying systemic causes of hate crimes

E 2

land racial -incidents still exist. Social patterns

that isolate and separate us are still deeply

eimbedded across northeast Ohio. In§tftubfﬁnal racism
is still part of the fabric of 1ife in our area. By

all indicators, we still remain one of the 5 most

segregated areas in the United States. Patterns are

®
£l

|perhaps less,easy to recognize, perhaps less blear
than direct :acts of viclence or harassment. YeE,

such patterns arej if anythling, even more insidious

i T ..
|and injurious t© 'spcilal harmony and huwan dignity.
! &

|With Bishop Anthony #. Pila, the Bishop of Cleveland

said in it's 1989 Easter‘méssage; ii's still all too

HALSELL & HALSELL-REPORTERS, Chicago, TL (312) 236-4984
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*

?true of Cleveland, patterns of racism continue to
incite tensions and tear the social fabric of our
communities. We see such paétern in segregated
|housing that continue to ﬁ%?gue our country, our
county, and bur area. We have suburbs that are still
|well over 59% white. One of our training meetings as
we showed up inm orne o©f our affluent western suburbs, -
. i

a teacher greeted us, me, personally, I was part of
Kthat session, -with the question, I don't know why
iyou‘re here? We don't have that problem here. And,
I think that points to some ‘underlying assumptions or
underlying attitudes that are part of, I hink, spm%
of the deeper issues.

Cne, denial, Wh}ch I think is very strong.
Two, blaming the vigtim, you know., that what she was
referring to in an all white suburb, well, that
somehow diversity meant people of color and they were
‘the problem. And then, three, I think looking at the
issue in terms of a problem framework insteadﬂbf
| looking at diversitf as a striker, we would say it in
our tradition is & gift from God and also identifying

in her case, from comments going on, identify

diversity as Black and white when, in fact, we have

*

4 4
=
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an extremely diverse. area. We also see such patterns

and such patterns by the way of institutional racism

have been described by not conly Bishop Pila, but by

the Bishops of-the United States. In fact, they’'ve
been described as racism as a sin, that was in 19579

under a document on racism: and they identified

|instituticonal racism as the major part of that sin,

evéen though going on to talk about and decry hate

crimes, racial incidents and personal bigotry, that

b

it's a sin that's social in nature. T think too

often we may lose sight of that. We see such

- ¢
patterns ©of notoriety of areas, I'1ll just mention
them gquickly before concluding. We've got a much
higher unemplcyment rate in Cleveland and across

Cuyahoga County among African Americans and Latinos.

i ¥
We see such patterns in the loss of jobs that has
been a major issue in our community that particularly

affects people of color disproportionately. Those

who have been last hired,+first fired. We sece

patterns of disparity in education, especially in

*

| dropout rates and test scores. We see such patteéerns

in crime rates that ‘victimize non whites far more

often. And, ih a criminal justice systems which

Pl
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|sometime continues to convict people of color in

@iépropprtion of whites. We see such patterns in
poverty rates and gaps in family income. According

to the U.S. Census Bureau looking at per capita

income just over 5 years ago, African Americans came

{out at about $7500 compared to §£13,000 for whites.

'In Cuyahoga County alone, over 43% of Black

|households live below the poverty line. We have

neighborhoods in the 'City of Cleveland not far from

here where the poverty rate ezceeds 80% and infant

as

mortality is -worse tham we would £ind in Honduras,

which is one of the poorest countries ih the western

‘hemispherey Children and young people of color-are

-

far more likely to be victimg of vivlehce. And, we

have a rising problem with violence affecting young

people, especialiy in the city. We'ré not at the

level of a Los Angeles yeé4, but I think we're at a

real crossroad. We're either going to move in that

¥

|direction, or we're going to deal with this problenm.

We have made progress, but we still have a long way

't6 go where we can claim to have communities which is

{a healthy, multi-cultural community exists and

Pl

flourishes on a day-to-day basis. Too many of our

k3
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fellow citizens sometime have their life chances |

i

adversely affected because Qf&raCiSH. Too many have

their opportunities cut—off or limited because of
prejudice and discrimination. Too much racialﬁ
isolation and cléss segregati&n exists. Nearif 15
years agoy Bishoﬁs oﬁﬂthe United Stat%s said in their
Pastoral On Racism, brothers and sisters to yourself,
that despite the a%Parent aﬁvaéces and &ven -
signifidant';hanges in the last two decades, the

reality o©f racism remains. Too often whatms happened

has been only a covering over, not a fundamental

¢ r

I believe those 'words are even more true

t

change.

&
today than when they were written, as are thé lines

R

P

x » . - L3 ;- 3 : » . .,')
|which f£ollow, which I think are véry precidus.
e 9
Racism and economic oppression are distinct, but
{interrelated forces to dehumanize our society.

Movement towards authentic justice demands a
' simultaneous effect on both evils.

converges with Dr. King's and recognizing that we

That spirit

‘are, when we're in “'solidarity with the struggle of

others fraom liberating themselves and their

< ¥
-

community, we are becoming more liberated- ourselves.

More than 25 years ago, as you know, the

B

4
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 Kerner Commission goncluded that the United States

4 +

|was becoming two societiesy; one Black, one white,
2

«

Qseparaté and unequal. I believe in 1993, a similar

report could conclude that we're becoming several

H

societies, and that it's true in our area,: still
separate but even gore vnegual.

; Finally, I believe it's no -exaggeration to
say that the'wholgwqﬁeétion of multi-cultural
;diversity in our felationS‘w;th each other holds the
key to our future as a community and as a country.
Together, we'll struggle to kreate a mare just
.society with more harmonious race relations, or
givided we willrpekish economically, soéially ané‘

spiritually, tightiy clutching our antagonisms:

prejudices and fears. Valuing multi-cultural

diversity, therefore, means becoming who we are meant

|to be as individuals, @s a community, and as a

society. That's our challénge and our hope.

\ Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Calabrese.

|Mr. Savren?

s - ™

CLIFF SAVREN,

I appreciate the opportunity to be here -

[
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- +

today. As Regional Director of the Anti-Defamation
|League, I cover nOItheasE‘thq and also some areas
out of Qhio that I think are out of the pervue of
ftoday's hearing. But, I wanted to give you our
perspective on hate crime trends that we see and

problems that we see festering. The Anti—ﬁefamatipn

L

‘League“was founded 80 tyears ago imitially by a small
group whq wanted to deal Qifh anti-semitism, which
was r;mpant not only in housing ané employment
discrimination, but even in the new moxié industry

and the media, and really in every facet of American

P

life. But, it was recognized early on that

i

anti~semitism can't be deal® with in isolation, and

¥

really must be dealt with, in & broader pictuxe of

-

examining prejudicé of - all kinds.

The ADL became éxpert -and made an
organizational priority of prejudice of all kinds and
alséo of tracking extremist activity around the -

country, extremist groups and figures in the hate
| - kY -
movement that merited law ernforcement attention, and

2
-

| that merited the attention of all of us.' and, I
would like to dgal with some of this. And, what I
‘ s .

see in this area, but, I would cautfbn up frent that

<
7
E

'i
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society rather than individuals who are influenced

| passage of the Federal Hate Crime Statistics Act

66

|we don't attribute most hate crime to organized white
Sk

supremacist groups. They,may feed an atmosphere that
may'lead individuals to commit hate crime? They may

indirectly encourage individuals to commit hate

*

|erime. But, for the most part, hate crime seems:to

be, and this is just our annecdotal impression, seems

|to be the woerk of individuals who live in a racist

%

|and under the thumb of white supremacist

‘ocrganizations. p s

i Ohe of our majer corncerns over the vears has

:%een that we try to deal with the problem of hatée

crime, yvet we really don't know the full extent of

it. And, in 1990, we have lobbied Congress for the

o

which, in the coming years, will I think give all of

us a better picture of the full extent of hate crime.

a

What we were finding was that law enforcement

LY

cfficials were, 'in reporting statistics on a racist

attack; for example, would simply feature that

-~ I3

rincident as &n assault without ﬁny'indication of the

\ L
i

motive. Some people may ask well, what's the

difference? Why should we be more concerned about an
. -

o

L]

4

$
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”

assdult if it¢'s racially motivated rather than for

A

lmorietary gain or personal animesity? And, I think
that there is, 2 major_ distinction and somethirig worth
bearing in mind, and that ig' that hate crime in one

way or another not only is an attack on the

W
o

individual victim, but alséc on the entire’community

-

that that victim represents. So that if a Black man

£

is walking down the street and is attacked for his
race, it's really pot the individual that's the
victim, the individual happens to have been at the
';ronq place at the wrong time, but is certainly a
{representative of the whole cemmunity that the
assailant is seeking to attack. So, that it really
‘doés have a wider impact. And, in addition, I think
}goesﬁto the basic fabric of a democratic- sogiety and
”good community relations that hate crime really is a

‘majer threat to dur democratic way of life.
“So, wé see it as a major problem and a
problem worth individual attention, not only by

|organizations such as ours and the others én the
»

agenda, but also by law enforcement. The Fedetal

v

Hate Crime Statisties Act has begun to generate -

statistics, but they're really still very partial.

»
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Only 32 states have reportéd in the first wave of

statistics. And sor. although we consider them a

welcome addition to knowledge on this whole issue, we

recognize that they're partial and also don't provide

comparative statistics sinceé we only have one vear's

4

|lparity to study.

I want to focus on northeast Ohic and in

*

|Ohio in general and give you some sense of hate crime

and hate groupé in this area. I think most notable
were 3 incidgnts that my colleague Alan Katchen, who
‘works out of the Columbus office, alsoc shared with
this Commission. The first was a Neo Nazi plot to

blow up the National African American Museéum in

|Wilberforce. Which, ironically and chillingly, was

.sche&uled for the Martin Luther King Day. And;
fortunately, was caught before it went into
execution. The second was a very disturbing plot by
a group calling itself the White Arian Religion.
And, to my kuowledge,.they don't represent a ﬁrdaa

natiopal group, but certainly are a threat locally in
‘the Toledo area. And, on July 4£th in Toledo, they
were planning on blowing up a predominantly African

American housing estate in the area. And,; the third
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incident that.I would mention that was the work of an

organized group was: a Marcﬁ attempt that was also

R
t ] »

foiled before the fact involving Abu Medalk terrorist,

. |a single terrorist ifi Ohié who was arrested in the
’baytOn area who had been planning to attack Jewish

* 4
N '

and Israeli targets. This was part of &

wider

L
7

12 - P
network that was foiled In Missouri and Chio and, I

believe, also elsewhere: These are the most

impertant incidents of organized groups&invglVing

criminal activity. That's not in any way to minimize,

the presence of the Klan in Ohio; althbﬁgh:relatively
small is agtaining ar. I think, much more public

presence around the state and is planhing a rally in

October on the state hous€ grounds in Columbus. And

4

1so, certainly, even though we don't“have any specific

s

information that we can point to in recent times of

-

RKlan criminal activity and Klan involvement in hate

crime. Certainly, the Klan's histﬁry is replete with

violations of the law, with encouragement to violence

LS

and with a racism that we certainly can li%e without

-

here in QChio. - . .
As it relates to the Cléveland area, the
QCity of Cleveland in partitylar, I really would,defer

+

ts

]

m

. . e ‘ ” ~
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to my colleague, Sam:Thomas, who really as head of'

m

the Community Relations Board, has done a yéoman's

job in tracking hate crime in the City and providing

1
19

statistical information on hate crime in the city.

On a state”wide basis, we don't have access

®

or I don't‘'have information on complete statistics
. . . X
regarding hate crime. But, as an organization for

the last. 14 years, we've tracked anti-semitigc’ hate

"
B

crime around the country and do keep separate
‘statistics in Oh;b. And, what we see is perhaps not
a rise in hate crime in this state of an anti-semitic
‘nature, but certainly still'a disturbing Serigs of
incidents. Our 1992 audit, which is our most recent,

since we deal on a calendar year basis, revealed 60
anti-semitic incidents, 22 vandalism incidents, and
«

{38 harassment incidentég This compares to 64 the
vear beforé, a decline of 4. But, the interesting

and disturbing trend is that while most, while more
Bl

|of the incidents involved vandalism in the past, we

F3

see a- risé in harassment incidents. So that wefre
getting more in your -face types of antir-semitic

incidents. Some of them’ face~to-face. The more
. . = 4 s g * ‘-
frequently they"re-either by phone or by mail or the

*
kS
+

LS - - t

o
B

K

i

2 3 .
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like. ™~

N b

\ ~
I shBuld also caution that not all of these

|statistics represent hate crimes. The one additional

feature that we séeing as an %nti—semitip incident
that's not criminal activity is anti-semitic
leafleting, which we think really doés constitute an
incident from a standpoint of the insecurity of the
public. Whgn you have W%ite sugrémacists groups
spreadiné anti-semitic literature in a community, we
deem that a halt crime, but we caution that but for
criminal statistical purposes, it's not & CEime and
is, in fact, protected by the Constitution.’

I want to conclude with just some touching

on which groups. which organized hate groups seem to
4

be most active in northeast Ohio. And; when I say

~

L v

lactive, virtually all of tliis activity constitutes

either the operation of a racist hotline which

o

‘generally constitutes; has a recorded message that
changes on a weekly basis and which just spews
invectives agaiﬁst African Americans, Jews, and other

minorities, or leafleéting, which has become an

increasing problém over the last 5 vears. When I

first assumed this job 5 years ago, white

k3
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supremacists and anti-semitic leafleting was
essentially unknown. MNowgy it's a very regular

i 3
occurrence: I would save: certainliy., on a monthly
? L4

%
v

|basis, we %et people calling us sharing with us

i

leaflets of anti-semitic and racist nature that have

. Y
|been circulating in the Cleveland area. The four
oy
|most notable groups in that regards are Arian

¥ y st L

- i S . .
National, which is based 4n %addenw1ck, quho and

which is among the most extreme white supremacist

‘groups in the counntry. Having in the past, as I
understand it, still holding the ideology that the *
Pacific northweétléhould be cirved out as a white “
|homeland. They have become very active in leafleting

and also"méintain a hotline in the Cleveland -area.

L)

The next groip is the National Alliance,

‘'which alsc has a hot line and has been active in

|leafleting. Most of their litefature is either of a

‘racist or anti—semitic nature. They even have been *

disseminating tracks abou€ supposed Jewish control of

the media. And thev're based in West Virginia.

|Their leader is a guy by the name of William Pierce,

who rea11§ found this as an Gff shoot of the George
‘ ha

e

Wallace Campaign, but has major contacts in the white

-~ i

. - = -
< 4

1
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supremacist group and is perhaps the most skilled
propaganda leader, skilled propagandaist among the
white supremacists and they have become a local
1force, !

The Klan, I‘ve alr?ady mentioned. A gguple
of yvears ago. we did a status report on Klan éctivity
‘around the states and we measured Klan activity in
Ohio at the time as under a hundred actual Klan
members. Most of thé Klan presence that we've seen
‘has been in the sohthe;n par; of the state, in the
:Hamilton area and in Valprairie, along the Ohio
River. But, Klan leafleting and other Klan
propaganda, activities are a feature of northeast

Ohio. * a
] v
¢

The last that T would like to mention, as

far as an organized group is the Arian Racial
‘Loyaligt group:, whﬁgh is perhaps the most curious, if
‘I can call it that. - This is the brainchild of a
local guy by the name of Jack Bryanty; Who if his

ideolecgy were not so disturbing, would be seen as a
‘comical- figure. He's almost a character of z white
)

supremacist. He dresses in pseude Nazi garb when he

makes public appeararnces. He's groomed to loock like

-

~

%
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Hitler, to the greatest extent possible. And, he's _
|dubbed himself the self-styled dictator’ of the Arian

Racial Loyalists. He Has his base on thé wést side

ke

of tleveland, and has not only been seeking local

€

.media attention, but- has actually gotten some

national television attention. And, if his ideology

L

|were not so comical, I think that he would be .

dismissed as a kook. But, he obviously is sprea&ing

*

|invectives or at least intends to. Our information

b}

indi¥ates that his following is virtually, is.
. abgolpteiy miniscule. But, he remains the only hdme

|grown white supremacist that we're aware of in this
Larea, | “

The other thing that I'd liké to mention,
and yith this, T would conclude, it's the Skinhéad
‘activity around the country has been -a concern for
our organization. And,ﬂal}houéh muqh‘mOIe loosely
‘organized, Skinheads in the past have been asscciated
 with all kinds of violence against miqoritiésp
fvarious kinds. BAnd, we never really had seen &
iproblem with Skinheads in this area until 1991 when

[two known Skinheads, Skinheads known to law

enforcement, both from out of town, surface on a
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non—-racial incident in theNQetrb pqus on the west
side of Cuyahoga County Wwere implicated in the
assault of an eidérly couple. Now, there were ne
racial overtcnes to that specific incident. And to
|my “knowledge, at leaét one of the two has since left
“the area. But, in my contacts with law enfgrcément
officials, it seeps*app;rent that there remains at
least an embryonic presence ofa§kinheads on the west
Sﬁ@e of Cuyahoga Counéy.
| r Finally., E-Would mention in terms eof what

. |Jcan and should be ddéne. We are hopéfq} that the Ohio
Ethics and Intimidation Statuter which was an ADL -

~

initiative and which has been under Constitutional *
kchal‘lenger will, in fact, be reinstated. We ;ee it

as a major tool for law enforcement. It had beéh’
‘found unconstitutienal by ‘the Ohio Supreme Court: A
fvirtually identical statut& had been upheld éy the

‘UaS. Supreme Ccuﬁtland the- U.S. Suﬁreme-cgunt has

since remanded the case to the Ohio Supreme Court for
|briefing in September. So, o?r hope is that that

will again be a tool for law enforcement officials in

the future. Lynn mentioned our efforts with the

World of Difference Program,“which is é.érpss based

a

e
W .

b
&
¥

J‘ b ” * 4 v
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|prejudicé reduction program. I think that our

program and the program at the Catholic Diocese that

[

|the National Conference of Christians and Jews all

X

play a major role in our hope that the kinds of

activities that I talked about in the last few
. I . -
minutes are a thing of the past in the coming years.

But, I appreciate the opportunity to be ‘heard and I
commend vou for Your ﬁark. w

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: ”Thank you very much, Mr.
Savren, Mr. Calabrese. ‘Queétions, committee, of the
two? Yes? Ms. Ortega? L
MS. ORTEGA: I have a .qguestion of Mr.
‘Savren. xYou mentioned the White Arian Religion plot
fto bomb the Wiler Homes: development. Have ycu done
or seen any more activity in Toledo?

MR. SAVREN: Since I cover northeast Ohio, I
really can’t speak knowledgeably about that..

Obviously, ih general terms, I'm'ﬁwareaqf the

T
incidents, but our Columbus office covers Toledd, and
; - -
I simply don't know. .

4

MS. ORTEGA: We had anothek leafleting
there two weeks age. There was a march, a

demonstration and there was a lot of Nazi, you know,

® LA N

~

T
%

I ,
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|Neo—Nazi literature that had .been dropped in’this
area, in that area. So, I was curious if ?eu had --
MR. SAVREN: The name White Arian Rgligiqh
|is kind of reminiséent‘of White Arian Resistance.
iwhich is a major Califorhia based white supremacist
group. But. I'm not awamé&of any connection between
them, and T really can't’givg you details on what
happened in Toledo.
'CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other guestions? Yes, Dr.
Wilson? *
MR. WILSON: This is for Mr. Sa;ren. You

mentioned that your organization understands ‘there to

have been 60 anti-semiti& incidenfs in 19%92. Could

I Z

‘you just, for the record, teli us what YOu£
methodclogy is in determining the fact that these
incidents did occur?

MR. SAVREN: Sure. First of ail,'éé always
:investigategan incident: before we consider it
statistically to be an anti-semitic incident.
Generally, these incidents fall within the harassment
or vandalism category. Unfortunately, in prior

vears, we've also featured murder among the

incidents, but not in Ohio. The information either

1
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L3 L

comes from pomplaihts that we receive from individual
victims, information that we get from law enforcement
officials; or information that at least initially
comes from press reports oﬁ'a problem. But, they are
always investigated before they're considered an

anti-semitigc incident. Again, I would caution.,

s

‘though, that thé one aspect of our statistics that is

not e¢oterminous with the hate crime is that we do

|consider leafleting to be anti-semitic. We don't

“

|have to be an anti-semitic incident if it's of

anti-semitic content. An individual leaflet, if 300

leaflets are distributed in an area that we consider

[

that one incident., not 300 incidents, obviously. The

R
-

other area where I think we exercised special concern
or care is the whole issue of cemetery vandalism.
And, although I @didn't mention it in my initial

remarks, there was a major anti-semitic incident

involving a cemetery in Cleveland where 200, almost

%

200 headstones in the Jewish community were

‘vandalized in January. O0On that basis alone, we woul&

not characterize that as an anti-semitic incident.

-

And, in addition. I should point out that there was a

adjoining, a city cemetery, a non sectarian cemetery,
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which was also vandalized, which would, on fix%t
blush would confirm tbe fact that thié was an
anti-semitic incident. Until the discovery of a
swastika spray painted on one of the graveStones. At
that point, we called it an anti*semitic‘incidént,
The post script would be ghat last week in juvenile
lcourts in Cleveland, the three youths who were
arrested in this cne actually admitted the charge.
The others were tried last Thursday and Friday and
wvere found quilty, but thére was no evidence during
the trial that they were respo;sible for the swastika

or that think had any enti-semitic intent in

|committing this vandalism. So, we don't label that

. |conviction to be the conviction of an anti-semitic

¥hate crime. And, .we still consider theé hate crime
aspects of that case to be an open questiom.

MR. WILSON: " Of the 60 cases from 1992, how
many of those 60 were acts that, 'however
reprehensible, were Censtitutionally protected, like
’1eafleting or verbal assault or what ha&e you?

MR. SAVREN: Unfortunately, I don't have
that, I don't have them available. For the record,

&
if you'reé interested, I do have a copy of our

»
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n;tional audit of anti-semitic incidents; ?hith
includes the Ohio statistics and Elso analysis of
national trends. .

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other duestions? Thank
‘you very much, gentlemen.

Our neixt set of speakers this moﬁniﬁg.
Sandra Schwartz, Eleanore Dees and Martha Goble can
now take their places at the’ table.

<

Good morning: Ms. Schwartz, would you like

1to begin?
SANDRA SCHWARTZ,

I'11 be happy to. I'm pleased t; be asked
to be here. I've hever done this ?efore, so bear
with me and hope that this is of interest.

CHAIRMAN BATéLE: Could you move thé mike
closer to you, we have a lot of competition from next
door. ’ .

MS. SCHWARTZ : As.vou have in front of vou,.
I'm from the National QOnfer;nce of Christians and
iJews. i'm the Regional Director of what's called the
:Northern OhioﬂRedibng and I will refer to that for

Lo

all of our time sake as NCCJ from now on.

I'm part of a national;ofganization, there

*®
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are 60 NCCJ offices around the country from Los

Angeles to New York and of varying sizes, in terms of
5 % ) &

budget and staff, and we're sort of a moderate in

Cleveldnd. But, we operate fairly independently,

which, I think, is the reason the organization.wofks

&

well, because our dgenda becomes'a reflection of what

- ®

«

»

the local community needs are. ) ‘

i was interested ¥n-some of the historical

o

|background that others gave on their agencies, so I

thought I would just thrgw in the fact that

-

{nationally, we're more than 60 years old and in

&

Cleveland, we're moreé than 50 yeatrs-old, and was

|started, it's véry confusing to many people when they

5 ~

hear the name because théy think of Us as a religious

lorganization, which we are not. But; it was started

more than 60 years ago, as I said, as a reaction to

{the anti-Catholicism that developed when Al Smith ran

for the Presidency. £And, the namé emerged because it
i s

¥og

3 , 2 - . - - i -
was stdarted by a priest, a minister agd a rabbi. And

-

|they use to go around the country -~ this was. before

F

mass media was as mass, as it is -- and they use to
¥

speak on college campuses and they became known as

‘the Tolerance Trio.  The ageﬁaa of NCCJ gob widely

-

= # &

~
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broadened during the civil rights movement, and now

%

we deal with issﬁes of discrimination at all levels

, , .
that include race, religion, ethnicity, gender and
;even séxual preferences, in some NCCJI's.

What I'm going to talk to you about is more
annecdotal than statistical. We really ate not in
the practice at this point of gathering a lot of
‘|statistical data. I found Cliff's remarks very
interesting. Recently, at a NCCJ meeting, our
national president pointed out a céuple of facts that
I thought were fairly dramatic and interésting to me.
She said in Great Britvain, there are more Seeks than
Methodists. And, the United States, there are more
hMusliﬁs than Episcopalians; So, I thought that
:dramatically said to me that the world is changing n

and the United States is changing rapidly. And. the
i 4

|duestion is. are we doing enough to accommodate those

-~ g

*

changes?
Last year, Klan Watchy# which is :a subsidiary
of the Southernh Poverty Law Center, identified 346

| white sqprémacists groups in the whole country. And,

“ s

| they said that was a 27% increase over the number in

1890. But, as I quote from Morris Dees, who is the
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founder of Klan Watch and from his relatively new
book called Hate on Trial. which was the Klan Watch
trial against Tom Metzger, he says. but ewven more
alarming than the growth of these groups on society's
fringe is the rising ténsion in mainstream America.

Almost daily, we read of vicious hate crimes and

other activitieg that vioclate moral law., if not

criminal law. I have high regard for Morris Dees
becausge the NCCJ Director in Texas says we have to

learn to walk like we , ,talk. And he is, I think, a

|wonderful example of somecne who does walk like they

talk. And,,I think all of us can take a lesson from
that.

What I'm going to say next is really a
reflection of my personail and professional
impressions. As I said., they have no basis in
‘scientffic analysos or statistical, interpretations,
but rather my experience as a NCCJ Director for about
€ years. I fe?l that there has been a; increase in
‘overt acts of discrimination. When I first took this
' G
joby I, in responding teo tlis kind of question, would

'say well, I think the discrimipation is still there.

‘but people are more measlired and controlled in the

-
L4
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|way they play out thej; féelings of prejudice.
‘anortunatelﬁ, I feel that that trend has reversed.
.I think that while mest of the acts are occurting bf
these groups that are on the fringe of the social
activity in our society, I think that that fringe is
growing both in numbers and in-their interest in
fmaking overt stateménts and behavioral statements
about theyr feelings of prejudice. Through NCCJ and
‘the‘gxcgrqm,that wag mentioned by Cliff and Lynn,
Cottage Rgmoved, which operates in almost 50 high )

schoolg in northern Ohio, I've had the chance to work

lwith literally hundreds of young people. And my

‘4

impression is that mosg. of these young people, in

‘fact the vast majority, are not in that sort of

oM

lunatic fringe. They are Young people who ‘are

L [}

‘extremely concerned+about what is going on in theirz
community, both their scheol community; their
community in which they live and the world in which: .,

|they are going to be in a very short time. And, they

really do want to make a difference and are extremely

A8

R T . . . . Y
articulate and creative in identifying ways in which

+

to do that. What I think we missed in, perhaps I see

'as_the reason for this increase in overt

13

- — = g g
*
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|national leadership that validates, suppcrts and

discriminatory behavior i§ the tack of an articulate
3 * ' L
assists in the efforts of the ydbung people. But
rather, I view, as I said, *it's my personal .
impression, that too often we have not seen
leadership that has been willing to sort of stick

Tt

their necks out and make statements that certain
kinds of behaviors are just 'not acceptable, and
certain kinds of language are just not acceptable.

And, while Dr. Wilson wentioned earlier about whether

|an ethnic joke is really a hate crime, and I think I
|wouldn't, I would agree with you, I wouldn't go so

1far as to identify it as a crime, I feel it's really

an act of grgat inSensitivity and probably a symptom .
of other,kiéds of behaviors that are occurring at
other times. And, in fact, one of the very simple
little things that we t;y’to do. and this is a lot
harder than it may sound at first blush, is to get
people ways to deal with those ki;ds of behaviors

when they occur. It's hard, it's hard for me, and I

do this every day of my life, and it still remains

‘hard. So, when we try to frain people who are not

doing this as a profession; we can sSee where the

Y
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¢ifficulty arises.

Those that ‘are in.or just out of hi:gh school

'have spent'most of their impressionable years in an

Uenvifonment that has freguently seemed indifferént to

1

prejadice and discrimination. And, when we look back
at what the environment has been for the past 10 to
15 years, then perhaps we .can better understand'%hy

we see an increase in hate crime among our youth; and

| some of them getting into this fringe, subversive

anti-social behaviors.

[

I feel that the challenge for us today is to

lreinstate the environment that clearly defines what

'behavior is both appropriate and acceptable and in
interacting with thése who are different from us.
Hate crimes has become a bi; of & natiocnal
priorify for NCCJ. There are a number of NCCJ
offices around the country that are dealing with this
‘a lot more actively than Cleveland. And, in locking,
trying to get some information that I thought was
.more factual than I've been able to co&e up with, I
did call a fgwhof gy colleagues around the country
'and was particularily intrig&ed by a p;ogram that I

'have learned about in New Jersey. And I, while I'm
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certainly not an expertfon this progném, I pulled
toge;her, they @eég nice enough ‘to send me some «
information, I pulled together some informaii?n‘that
“1I'm going to lea%e with you. I'm really intrigued by
what they have been able to do because the Governor.
Governor Floury of New Jérsey has made this a
‘priqrity for the state. And, I think that refer§
back to what T said about leadership, and this has to
ibe a mandate from iheh;op. Aﬁd} we have to have
leaders that say thié is important enough for us to
|take action on and put some money behind. So, they
have an office of bias crime and community relations
fas part of the Attofne§ General’s office. Anh,\the
|program, that I'm going to give you this outline for a
‘progfémythat baéed‘on,edﬁbation and criminal
sanctions for hate crimes. In New Jersey, and this
'is a pilot program that has just started in June,
juveniles who commit bias crimes will Be required to
undergo 5 weeks of sensitivity training. and.they’re
expected to involve 30 offenders in the first pilot
vear of ﬁhe p%ogxam. I don't know what that training
.looks lihe. 1 ¢an guarantee you, I intend to find |

out what it looks like because I'm really intrigued

13
-

g
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with re-educating because I think that's what ve have

%

[to do. The Director of this Offiice of Bias is. his
Iname is Steve Goldenberg, reported that in visits to
‘ .

numerou; schools,"that 100% of the students to whom
B t
he spoke said that they had heard their parents tell

‘racist jokes, and 85% of~teachers admitted knmowing
staff members who made racist remarks. That's a
pretty poor rePort‘from two groups who become the
major teacherg&and;roie models for kids, teachers and-
’:parents. 50, i think we have a lot of blame'to

'‘assume on our generation for creating this young

T

generation that we have today.

How, the program that they've instituted in
K
New Jersey is Human Redations Commissions that are

-county wide. And, 80% of the counties in New Jersey

-riow have one -of these Human Relations Commissions in

*

place: And, they're very comprehensive in their
‘meﬁbership as you will see when you look at this.

They include law enforcement people from agenciés

like myself, educators, cOmmunitg-ieaders. And, as I

3

saidy this is not complete information, but. I think

it's worth looking at and thinking about.
I believe very strongly that we need a

+

-

¥
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comprehensive, proactive community effort in what is
needed for long term reduction of hate crimes and

Ed %

other racist behaviors. .And, indeed, that's really

first and foremost on the agenda of NCCJ.

And, T just want to close with -a quote, for

13

x

fany of vou who are sort of addicted to Sunday Merning

with Charles Kuralt as I am whenever 1 can ﬁétch it.

-

|pr. Johnetta Cole, who is Rreéiﬁent of Spellman

Cocllege, Was on a few weeks ago, and I got, the

re—print. It was harder to get than I thought. But,

what she said is sort of, I think. what I would like

+

to think that NCCJ stands for. And,; this is a quote
from Dr. Cole as she was speaking to'a group of

people: "We are for difference, for allowing

L3

difference, and respecting difference until
difference doesn't make any more difference.”

CHATIRMAN BATTLE: ‘Thank you, Ms. Schwartz.

I3

Ms. Goble?

MARTHA GOBLE,

I have a very brief preparéd stateémernt to

read for you. But, to give vou a short backgréund of

4

my agemcy, we are the Heights Community Congress. a

20 plus vear PFair Housing and posgitive race relations

- 3
4

A
»
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ofganization that's lo¢ally based in Cleveland

Heights, Ohio. We did meet with Peter several weeks

¥

ago; had a fairly comprehensive discussion among our
'staff about these issues. I didn't know that we
really had any great incidents to report. :But. siice

I was asked to6 participate in this, I'm reading what

would be our feeling about this for your hearing this

nmorning.
L i 5,
Heights Commuhity Congress is an

established, not-for-profit organization with a
vibrant hisféry spaﬁhing more than 20 ygaréi Iit's
based in Cleveland Heights 'an Eastern inne;‘ring
'suburb of Cleveland, bhio. The ‘primary focus and
mission of the organization is to serve as & monitor

anéd an adveocate-for open diverse communities,

<

committed to the principal that all members or,
Fperspective“members of Cle§e1and Heights, University
Heights w;}l éxpe:iencex%p;iél justice %gd equality.
! Héiqhts Eommunity?Congress serves Cléﬁeland
Heights and neighboring sudburbs, as well as thé

‘greater Cleveland area with multi-cultural i

programming to provide opportunities to educate
.community residents about the importance of reducing

H
-~ 3.

&
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racial, ethnic, and religious prejudice. “

During my three-year tenure as Director ef

of Heights .Community Congress, Cleveland Heightss to

|the best of my knowledge, has had no reported hate
crimes. Although Cleveland ﬁeights is a diverse

¥
community, racially, econdmically and ethnicly.

1
3

*

cooperative living among residents is prévailing.

This can be attributed, in part, to a city

=

administration that's supportive and demonstrative of

* lequitable treatmént and individual value and respect

for its citizens.” Integration has been recognized
and hetralded in fhis community jointly by thé city

administration, civic and educational institutions.

~

As an individual, I'm aware that, the
fneighboxing suburb of Lindhurst has not been without

|notable ‘incidents of intelerance. Again, theose that

are different. Unfortunately, this community has not

|been afforded the support and leadership frem it's

%
x

city government to embrace the diwversity that exists

-

‘along its boarders to the west.

3

And, that really ends my prepared statement.

Heights Community Congress, with it's faixr housing

Xk ¥
s

%

emphdsis, does & great deal of monitoring of the real -

Y

s
® ¢
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;estate industry to ensure that, there's equal ,
-opportunity for all perspquive home seekers and to
|ensure that the fair housiné laws are upheld. We are
presently in a case at litigation against hgﬁsing
diserimination that occu;réd in the Community cof
Lindhurst, and that's why I draw that cont;ast. And,
‘again, strongly reaffirm that leadership of city
governments is very impqréant to the tone that's set
in the community.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Ms. Goble
lquestions, committee? Yes, Mr. Levanthal?
MR. LEVANTHAE: I'd like to address -a couple
of questiong to Ms. Schwarézm First of all, the
‘members of the National Conference of Christians and-
Jews, what 6; they comprise mainly, upper;:middle, ‘
lower class businessmen, teachers., what %ype,of
people belong to YOur“ofganization genergally?

MS. SCHWARTZ : Well, at least for gorthern

‘Ohio MQCJ;‘membership-rs sért ;f ar nof a word that -

’applies because we don't have, people don't §a§ a fee
to. become a memper. We have, I perhaps.over

{optimistically consider the whole communiﬁy our

.constituency: And, when"we have a program, it's

¥ i

H

Ay

-~
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really open to éverybody. But, havin@’sgid%ghat, our,

i)
y"r;i

financial support -comes primarily from t£he ‘corporate

community. Our copstituencyf in terms of program

‘participation, comes from really all levels of the

-

community. And, I can most notably +talk about- the

high school brog;am that's been referring to where we

héve about 50 high schocls that represent both urban
and suburban schéols from all around the comiunity.

MR. LEVANTHAL: . Saying that money comes

»

‘Erom the corporate community, the point that I'm
reachihg for is this, althcuéh we've talked about
education in the schools, help}ng to ameliorate the
situation with prejudice, it seéms te me that perhaps

corporate leaders could be instructed in their own

% *

‘organiiations to instigate a program which might
help. For ‘example, we have found that there's much
|discrimination not only im hate crimes, but in job

discrimination. People don't get 'promoted hecause of

s

race, .color or creed and geénerally, that starts with

| the top. If the chief executive is known to be

" Ll

|biased or tell ethnic jokes or perfdgms ih that

' 25) P > . - . 3
manner, it sifts down 4’ the bottom. So, the
‘question really I asks Can anything be done where the

iy -~

Wy

L
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corporation leadership; to Qelp them seb’ pfngér
- oe
. !

examples?

MS.. SCHWARTZ = 1 couldn't agree>with you
o 3

[more in your statement about- the corporate leadership
setting a tone and example. And, yes, I think many

companies are in the process of going through
diversity training within their organizaticn. And,
] -

in fzct, NCEJ is involved in some of that training.,
as are others that have been in this room, and.,is, I
think to be sure that that training reacheés ‘all

levels of the organization.

»

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other guestions? Yes, Ms.
Powless?

MS. POWLESS: I have a question for Hs.

¢ ©

Schwartz. You had stated that some NCCJ's deal with
prejudice an@’discrimin&%ﬁéﬁ with+gays and lesbians.
Is that the case in Cleveland?

MS. SCHWARTZ: ~ We don't directly deal with

the iséhe, but it does,; we certainly don't back off

from the issue when it"%s raised. HMuch of our agenda
is established, much of our programming is to create

a safe atmosphere for people to talk about whatever
their issues are. And, when that issue comes up.

%

2

£

kS
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|it's an issue that we deal with. We don't

proactively program for that in Cleveland because
there are other community groups that were dealing

‘with that solely, that's their majar f0c;é. While we
have invited séme of those groups leaders of those
groups to come in and be a part of a broader
discussion that we've,had. !
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions? Thank
|You very much fh% ypﬁr time and your testimong this
morning. 2

Eleanore Dees has told us that she'll be -
here between 11:15 and il:BO, and we'll hear her
|testimony when she arrives. In the meantime, is
there membersg of theépublicﬁwho would like to enter
int? the record their comméhés this morning?

MS. HELPHREY: 1 just 'set up tiqe to. do

:

this tomorrow. )

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Very goodf We'll hear
from you, then, tomerrow.

3

MS. HELPHREY: 1 wasn't sure when this
meeting was. ) L
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: ~Would you mind identifying

yourself?

4
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MS. He;phrey: I'm Juapita Helphrey- i'm
with the National Headquarters of the HERD Projectmv
And, I also had a recent justice program for Homeland
Ministry.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. .

MS. HELPHREY: I'm also a member of the

<
League of Native- American Communityr, which is not”

-~

represented on this agenda.

u

CLIFF SAVREN,

MR. SAVREN: Time.really didn't permit in
my initial remarkss but one thing that -- I felt that

I wanted to drive home with this extra time was the

|sense of the trauma of the victim of hate crime.

]

And, in walking over here, I was thinking the best
jway to really desgr&be that is to give you an
‘individual case study. But, time really didn't
‘permit it, apparently dces now, so thanks.

One, just one example and the one that I

‘think educated me to the importance of the problem of ’

|hate crime was a woman in the Canton, Chio area who

called me near hysterics. She and her, husband, this

was a couple of years ago, were celebrating their
‘anniversary and gone to Cleveland .out to dinner and

3
&
° b
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came back %b Canton to their house. And, te their
horror, found a swastika painted on the hood of the
|car. She was ve;y'ﬁdncerned about it, espécially
‘when ghe learned that another Jewish family that
lived down the street alsc had a swastika put on
their car. Interestingly., the other family really
Idién‘t seem terribly concerned about it, but this
weman was absoluteiy traumatized by it because of the
‘éamage. But, more importantly, because she was
‘targ@ted ﬁ& sOmebq?f unknown to her who knew that she
|was Jewish ‘and shaﬁggs really very concerned, not
|only about that, but also about the prospect that
worse could be done to her. Well, we worked with law
enfbrcemept officialﬁ on ft. There were some ‘that a
'kfﬁ in theﬂneighbof%ood was involved. But, it was
|obvieusly somebody that knew her. But, tle parents

H

of this suspected individual were uncooperative as

»

the kid himself, and it remained an unsclved hate

e

crime. But, I would have hopgd that WOuldﬁhave been
the end of the szcry until a couple of months later,
a Sunday morning, I got: a ‘hysterical call from this
woman saying that the windshield had been shat out of
this same car, which had just been re-painted and

c
e
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repaired. And, in her mind, she had to assume that
it was the same assailant involved in both instances,

even though if you look at the windshield incident on

Y

the surface and in isolation, it's not a hate <¢rime

o

in the least. It's simpiy‘a random act of vandalism.
I think that that really brought home to me moreé than
anything else had the trauma, the continuing trauma
that victims of hate crime carry with them. And, in
.addition, this woman even required psychological
counselling and ultimately the solution to her trauma
 wés that they left the neighborhood. $So, at least
partially because of this incident, some unknown

assailants was responsible for driving this Jewish

o

{family out of the neighborhood in the suburbs.of

Canton. In a decision, I-would again .refer to the

|cemetery vandalism incident, which really shocked the

entire community, not just the Jewish community.
‘Mayor White came out and did a news conference to
express his horror. but it also drove home to ‘me the

fact that hate crime does not just strike an

>

individual wvictim, it strikes the entire community.

And, the phones in our office wefe just ringing Off

the hook from people who were concerned, some of thém

HALSELL s HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, .IL (312) 236-4984
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fwho wanted to ask Wheghér there was anything, that

they could do to help, &ven in contributions of
|money. There were people who, from the commutiity in

which tpé cemetery is located, whe simply wanted to

express their regret that fhis happened. And;

although it's not exac¢tly clear‘fo me how the police

investigation led %6 the three juveniles who were

L]

ultimately charged, it seems that it was neighborheood

-

ltips that led to theseatﬂxee;juveniles ironically
|because the three were, from what I've heard,
bragging about what they had done in the

neighborhood. But, what I would want to leave you

f

with is just my really firm belief that hate C¢trime is

a major problem, and it's a problem not only for the

b

continuing trauma-that it ifiposes to the victim. but

&

also for the whole community.
And, for that reason alone, I especially

welcome this Commission®s attention to tHe issue.

b -

*CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Savren.

Are there questions ‘for, gdditional questions for Mr.
‘Savren? If not, the Commitfee will be in recess

) « *

&
until Eleanore‘Dees arrives.

(HHEREUPON, a short recess was taken.) =

®
£

4 *¥

-
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CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Ms. Dees, the floor is
|yours. , . )
FLEANORE DEES,
Thank you. : I have some cgpies to give to
Tmembers of the panel, if I could deliver, Mr.
Chairman, and other members of the Commission. I,
want to thank you £for this opportunity to talk wgth
'you today about hate crimgnin Ohio. My name is
Eleanore Ramsey-Dees, and I'm President of the
‘Cuyahoga Plan of Ohio, Inc. And, as its Chief
Executive Officer ané Chief Operafing'Officgr. my job
is to implement the migsién of the Cuyahoga Plan.
The Cuyahoga Plan was imcorporated in 1974 and it's
.committed to the elimination of unlawful
‘digscrimination in the rental and sale of housing, and
:the promotion of sustained racial intégration in the
‘hdusing market, both in C&yaﬁbga County and beyond.
' its missiop is to promote and suppdrt culturally

diverse,” stable community business, replacing

discrimination and segregation with an epen housing
o &
market.

-

The ~task before me is to list those

incidents of hate occurring in Ohio over the years
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and as they relate to open housing. I won't tell the .
|panel that hate crimes against one -another is bad for
our society and that the phenimenon is pernicious,

you all know that. What I wiil do is g¢ite three

lincidents. -Two of the incidents occurred in the same
county and that's-’Geoga tounty, and one was reperted

%

|to local newspaper. The second was an incident that

|T experienced and I shared it with a very close

friendﬁx And; the third is from the files of the

Cuyahoga Plan.

The first story, and as you will notice in
.the'matefialg that I handed vou, it's a ;tory of Johq
{MacGyver, whe is an African Ame;ican who had a dream
of owning a farm. Ané; he had worked on a farm for 2
|years in GéogaApounty;’sq he moved to~%he fdrm,
renting th% farm. fﬁhof¥1§ after he moved in, there
fWere‘sﬁhe racial slurs written on the shed.

T T,
5

‘this shed ‘contained his tractior and some pesticides.

And,

-And so, once the racial slur was theréf»ﬁot too lorig
1

after th@%,ﬁfhe shed was burned down. Seo, what

‘happenedrtd ﬁg. MacGyver‘was that hey on %his farm,

‘he had‘anxorcﬂérdwa;a He was unable to put the

insecticide ©n the orﬁharég so he 1dét the apples

-~

e

"

t
J

¥ ’ ¥
s N
r

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984



io
11

12

17
18
19

20

22,

23

102 .

‘raised from puppies that were marvelous

froﬁ those 50 %Zrees. And, this caused him to a lot

of financial hardship. 8o, it affected him

%

|personally, it affected hiB self esteem, it affected

|his marriage. So facing bankruptcy, he and his

family left. It was called Russell Township in Geoga

¥

County. But, they left Russell Township and they

moved into Warren. And sor that's where we leave him

‘at that story.

.

+The second incident that I wanted to report
.to the Commission happened to a very deﬁr.}rien& of
m%ne. We had work'ed together some years agoe and we
were both 2&young women, well I had a family, she had
a husbana and that was her family. But, éhey had.,

‘her husband had a dream ofowning and raising Arabian

“

[

'horses. So, they moved, they *bought. a farm in Geoga

Countf; They not only wanted to raiselthe Arabian

|horses, but they had two German Shepards that they'd

s ‘T
animals.

P e

And, he would take one of the German Shepards back
and forth with him because he worked full time at the
‘Chrysler plant. So,chm;ng very late at night, he
thought‘ﬁe would feel safer with thé dog in the car
with him. So. the‘dog was his company while he would

Y i
K

L]
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lac out to the farm. His wife worked with me at

University Hogpitals of Clevelland. $So, we talked

daily about what they were geing to do with the farm.
o

—

And,*I would go cut and visit them, my husband and I

|would go out and visit them. And:, we watched them

reconstryct an old farmvhouse. it had just one room

and they made it into geveral. They added on several

rooms. And, I saw them begin to build the stables

|Eor the horses. Now, they started out with, I think.,

*

one—quarter Arabian and, as you mate them up, I
‘understand that you get to your full blooded Arabian.
|However, they were going to do this but he had all

|together 3 Arabian lhorses in that stable. As time

. ¥
w e 5

went on, and they tried to arrange for financing to
¥

-

compléte the purchase, because they were getting it ,

under a land contract, they couldn't find the kind --
| they couldn't find the financing. But, that wasn't

so bad. One night after he had worked a full day at

1

Chrysler, he went t¢ the farm and found that his

-

: ) . e . ) ) o
‘horse was dead, one *Qf the horses was dead. When he

reported to the authorities, they came out-and

3

| determined the horse had been poisoned, -and tpat was

A
o’

‘his first startling experience. He got to the place

"
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where .he would leave the dog there because he thought

|at least the dog would frighten people away. He went

4

to the farm one day and found the dog was dead, had
been poisoned as well. About this, at this time, you
could understand ﬁhatxhe was beside himself. In
fact, both of them are because while they didn't have
children, that animal, both of those dogs represented
ichildren to them. So, they were very fond of that

animal. The loss of the dog and the loss of the

horse began to wear on this couple. And, after =a

 year, they decided that they should divorce. She

'y

went to California and he disheartened, sold the
;house here in Cleveland, they lived in Cleveland
Heights, and he movéd to North Carclina to take care
of his father. His father had a farm there in North
Careolina. Sop‘%s years weht by, I would say about 5,
he went to the hospital and because he was ill.
complained of stomac% pains,ﬁand he was diagnosed as
having carcinoma of the stomach. Thig is a young
man, under 40 years of age. I should say, as an
‘aside, we always called them the Wonderkings because
Lthey were so young and they seemed to know exactly

what they wanted in life. But, he called her and
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asked her if he could spend the last year of his life

with her, and she said yes. 8o, he died in

ICalifeornia. So, that's one incident of ha%e'that I
|lknow of, and I know what it can do to people, and

%
|just how traumatic it can be.

The third inﬁident comes to mind as a result

of:my‘searching our filés after talking with Mr.

Minarik, I looked at our,files and came across a

oK

story of a wqman'who called our office and latér came

T

in because she was so upset, she was a real estate

|broker and she had a client that sﬁe had takeh t6 a

3 . N o S . o=
house to show a housé. “The client happened to be
Af rican Amegiéany and the house that thev were going

to lock at was a éuplex,fside by side, and it was

s ¥ #

owned by two brothers. One of the brothers had moved
out of the city, so he wanted to sell his half. The

. other brother remained in Clevelané. The real estate
agent héd galled ipeadmwmade arrangements for the
house to be‘shOWn; She had talked with,thehother
brother; and é;erything%;Eemeﬁ fine. Shé,got out of
‘the car with her client and when the brathér saw who
'she was bringing to his’house; he raactedjso

vioclently he jumped--as they were coming up to the

b d
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porch, he jumped past her door, in front of the other

= “

|door and he actually stoad there. I asked her, show

us what he did. He stood there with his arms

-

| stretched out. This house is not for sale. This

u

house is not for sale. Both of tliem just stood

ra

there, they couldn't believe that this man, in 1992

at that time; was behaviﬂé this way. So, the real

'y

|estate agent talked with her client, said well, we'll

come back anhother time. We'll call the man and we'll

|get him and, the oné who owns it, and either have him

talk to his brother, or come in to Clevéland to show

yvou this house because you must see it. You have a

0

‘right to see this house. The client, at that time,

said, I don't want to have anything to do with it. I

can't stand thig. I don't want to have anything to

'do with this man, this house, this neighborhéod. So,
the salesperson lost a sale. Her client lost the

\opportunity to see a home that she probably wanted

and could afford. 8o, what happened there; of course
we, having come to the Cuyahoga Plan, we did test it.
We Found that the brother was in norcondition after
this, the brother who remained in Clevelandi was in

no condition to show that house. So, the owrer had

» -
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yto come from :outside the& city to ;how the house he
|wanted to sell. But, déspite that, the agent went
|forwara with the Complaint because she had been
daﬁagéd by this incident.

50, those are the three incidents that I

”

wanted to relate to-you. You have, accompanying your
materials, a list tpat was compiled over a period of
time. But, it's a list showing the locations where

the incidents todk plage, the date that they occurred
|and the brief degcript§0g and whether or nd% the'

victim was Black or white or whether it was because

|of religious purposes., whether the person was Jewish

or not. So, wé haye it broken down as the victim

being either Blacdk, white, or 1f it"s an intefrracial

* + B
couple, Black and white. If it was on the basis, if,
' L v . Ll > i . 0 . ‘?
the discrimination was on the basis ©f religion; a

s »

person happened to be Jewishy and that’s the only .,

faith that we have that's _chronicled here.

% x

i - \ )
I want to poirnt out that it's’been our
experience that most of the dgencies:don't keep a

|£ile on suéh events. They come to us, but they're
called something else. Wheén these acts come to us,
CLs
B
b
we look to see if'fthousing is invoilved. So, it comes

. t

H

—
¢ ¥

1
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‘unaer another category. Sometimes thesé‘ihéidents
happen to persens and they won't report them, they're
{just so disgusted, as did our c¢lient -and the broker.

|real estate broker example. .

always reported to ‘the authof;ties by most c¢f the

victims. ©Now, the Cuyahoga Plan, which is a fair
housing agency, receives and investigates complaints
of discrimination centered arocund housing. From

" H

October of 1992 through July of this vear, the agency
3receivgd over 1200 inquiriés from persons who felt
ifhat they had encountered acts of discrimihation,
‘whetherxthose acts wére based on any of the prétected

W

classes; as you know, th@t‘? r;ce, S€exH, religion;
‘nétional origin. status OIWdiSability. Recently,
Housing Secretary ﬁenﬁy G. Cisnercs stated in an
;interView with the NEW“York Times that racism is a
‘malignancy, and thatiit'@ the creat achilles heel of
our nation's future. I'1ll repeat that he said racism
'is a malignancy and the great achilles heel gf our
nation's future. And. you think about its

Althbugh significant changes have occurred

&

in the area'cg}discrimination”over the past 20 to 25

I ‘do on To &ay that racial incidents are not -

P

4
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vears, today it has become more covert, more . subtle,

M ®

more widespread.‘EActs of hate of one group against

T

another, whether throtigh physical encounters or the
. . - : : . LT .
systematic denial of home loans or insurance coverage

‘only serve as a harbinger of our local and national

Pinally, I would remind the Commission that

=

what is needed now as never before is for the right

leadership on the issues ©of racism and demonstrated

-

. 5 o
ackts of hatreg in this eountry. It is of great
importance that we" here today d¢ not lose faith,
however, in the dgoodness of.mankind and the right of

every person to life, liberty and the pursuit of

happiness in this very diverse society of ours.

Thank vou very.much. I%*1l entertain any -

‘'questions, if vou ha&ve them. » !
£l

* a

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank yvou Ms. Dees. Any

&
»

questions from the Coﬁmittegg iy

MS. ORTEGA: I just had one. I just notice
that you mentioned two incidents with Hispanics. 1Is
that it? Is that:.all that you have in your ==

* MS. DEEé: That's all that were collected,

Bl

yes.

tragedy. : s "

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984



ig0
11
12

i3

20
21
22

23

; 7 7 110

A

¥
v

MS. ORTEGA: Do you have any, is it just

e

 because that's what was reported to you? Do you have

any sense as to why you might have only goften two?
MS. DEES: I t@inkqthere was a time ago

therey I think those were not in the 'S0's, if I
remember them correctly, and I think what's .

~

&

|happening, the acts of hatred against Hispanics is
-

not, is more than what meets the eye. As you Kknow,

i

the Bispanic culture is very divérse, There are ;
diffe;ences between thosé whéfare from the Caribbeans
those who are fzom,Pueréo Rico and thosgse from Europe.
Sometimes those, the different Hispanic groups will
have a very closé associatiom with African Americans. *

Therefore, what theéy'll encounter is adifferent, the

q

hate they could encounter. Sometimes there's fights

LY
x

between African Americans and Hispanics, and that may

¥

bé one ©vf the incidents- there.

-

We had an ircident earlier this year where a

- >

‘Hispanic woman wanted tc move inte an African
% £

%

4

‘American community. And, on its face, it appeared
that she was being discriminated againﬁt. ‘But, when
we got inte the fact, we saw that it wasn't

r .
necessarily a hate crime, it'was sométhing else. So,
% )

* Wt
»,
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I guess in answer to your guéstion, Mrs. Ortegas

4

|it's, I think that we're gding to have more incidents

of hatred against Hispanics because we'll be more
"t

|sensitized oursélves. We'll be looking for it. And

I think, as a result of this,, we're gocing teo be

keeping better records of the incidents and we'll bé

|probably doing some -clipping, too, and keep a :

clipping £ile. That's how I could answer that.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Other-questions?.

*

MS. PRESLEY: I notice that as"vou said,

|your f£indings are all in the '80%s. Do you have any

more recent ones?

v

MS. DEES: We have, we don‘t have a list
like this. We have just a file composed of news

articles and they do relate, to the Mabel Gant, that

i

was a very big item here. We still have otigoing

<

|conflict in the North Columnwood Area of Cleveland. ..

:In fact, when I did just a quick Skett¢h of where most

|of these incidents occurred during the '80's,

overwhelmingly 121 of them occurred in the North
) :
Columnwood or the East Coliumnwood area. And, ;hat‘si

t

' unfortunate because that was.an area that prior to:

I'd say, the '60's was an area that was very diverse.
* . P Bt ¥
3 ‘
E

" 7
i
»
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It was composed of African American families, German

|american families. WMy father ¢rew up in the area.

He and his family. migrated from Georgia therevﬁn 19,
T would say 17; and children played in and out of =

each other's homes. They ate at each other's tables.

|So, during the '606's, however, when many of theé old

families moved from the Columnwood area, the new
families came in with different backgrounds, the
conflict began. So, in answer tc your dquestions

whether or not we have more current ones, I don't

¥

have a compollation of them:. and that's why we're

going to begin to take--when they come to us and the
person says that I've been discriminated against, and
someone did something to me, we'll not wait and say
well, was it housing? We'll immediately, 1f there
was an altercation, if there's some form of hatred.
we'll keep a separate file on that as well.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Ms. Deés, once you get
this information, could you walk us through the next
'steps? Do you have a liason with the Justice
Department to assist those that complain to vou to
’file suit or just what happens after the issue is

laid in your lap?

3

-
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Ms. DEES: ' Well; what we have done under.,
while 1I've heen Dgrector, and that was since June 1lst -
|of 1992, what we've done is we'vé talked with the ’
person to find out of whether or not it was héusing
related. Aqdvthéh, we would test it &and if we founa
‘probable Féuse for discrimination in housing, we
|would cdunsel the Complaina;tf asking themiwteiling

them what happened. We found probable cause., -and
what did they want to do?+ Did they want to6 go the

administrative route. or did they want to go directly
iinto federal court. And, many of them wanted to go

the administrative routé. And sor. then: we would

K '

file a complete Item 3 with Housing and Utban

Development Departmentf Sometimes if it was a

personal ¢ivil rights matter, they would go to the ’

b

‘Human' Rights Commission, file a complaint there.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: 'How about issues you might

'suspect are hate crimes, perhaps & cross burning on a

£
]

‘lawn? 1Is there a connection that you would make witﬁ~

the Cleveland Police Department ip thdt regard? .

MS. DEES:  Immediately, yes.:

EN
%

CHAIRMAN BAT®LE: Do yvou have a relationship

-
k L

with the@p an oﬁgoing relationship that éssists them

¥
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MS.- DEES: We have had that relationship

|traditionally. The Cuyahoga Plan has conducted

*

sensitivity studies with the local, the various -

police departments. So, we do have a relationship
there. But, after the police are contacted, they'll

either deal with it or investigate it. Aand, if it's

&

also housing related; we'll investigate it. But, a

-

cross burning would definitely have to be
investigated bysthé_police, by the l?cal police.
) CHAIRMAN BATTLE: ~Than‘k you very much, ¥
appreciate vour time.
MS. DEES: Good lucKk to all of you. We
don't want to have another Bosnia. :
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We are at lunch break now.
(WHEREUPO&; a lunchean.recess was
taken.) a
AFTER RECESS

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Good afterhoon, Mr. Almay.

Thank you very much for being with us. The floor is

¥ T

yours?

L3

B

TED ALMAY,

¥
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Thank ycu, Mr. Chairman and members of
the State Advisory Commlttee, my name is Ted Almay.

I work for Obhio AtLorney General Lee Fisher at the

P

+

.

Chio Bureau of Criminal Investigation as the Division

t

Chief for the Special Inhvestigations Unit. I

appreciate the oppértunity to appear before you and

..
5Tk

to provide the following information.

Primarily, one must speak on-today are white
|supremacist groups. They're currently very. veky
active within Ohioc. iﬁqﬁlike to start by han?ing out

these are flyers that we have obtained in Ohie 2ll

L3

withiin the last 6 to*7 months. And, these are yourss

I'd like to open with a discussign of the Ku

Klux Klan and their gctivities here in Ohio. For

| those of you who don't know very much dBout the Klan,

*
'they aré an internatiohal organization. They are
% 8 ‘

broken down into various segments and they have
‘tremendouq 1nzlg hting and leadership prcblems among
‘themselves. For that reason, active jin Ohio are four

separate groups of KKK members. They all wear the

same robes, have the eame basic philosophy. operate
|under different leadership and are split, dependent

-
oy

upon their methods, of how to .obtain their goals. 1IE

-
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4
you listen to any of their rhetoric, it's all pretty

-~

much the same. They hidte nobody. they love the white
race and they bhelieve in racial separatism, racial
purity. That's the basis of their platform as they

. *

go and speak.

Within Ohio, we have The Knights of the KKK,
lwe have the Imperial Rnights of the KRK. They are
|headquartered here in Cleveland. They are, by far,

‘the largest group in Ohio with approximately 275

Klansmen and women. They are operated out of

F

[
Arkansas and are very active in recruiting. They

have two rallies scheduled in Chio, one on £ﬁe state
‘house steé% October 23rd in Columbusy and another
rally that afternoon in Wilmington, Ohio, right
outside of Central State and Wilberforce University

in southwesﬁern Ohio. The United States Knights or
‘the U.S. Knights of the KKK is in Hamilton, right -
'outside of Cincinnati, have,appzoximatély 80 members
there. Aand, the Dixie Knights of the KKK are located
in Belfrey, a small rural town in igutﬂeastern Chio;
‘Washington County, kind oﬁ‘midway en the OChio River ¥

between Marrietta and Galapolice. And, those are the

'Knights of the KKK in Ohio.

i

a
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Skinhead organizations are guite a group’ of
|people. The one gﬂing you can sayv about the ¥
Skinheads is they absclutely agree on nothing.
They'll fight among themsglvés, they are vetry ‘.
disorganized., although can be very vioclent. In Ohio,
we have the White Ameriéﬁn Skinheads, which are known
by the agrod?m, of WASH. We have the Northern Hammer
Skinheads, which are based,o?t of Detroit, but are
|also very active here in Ohio. The National White
Resistance, the ARL, or Anti—Récist L.eadue. AQ;;
gprobably the meost active group of Skinheads is a
group called SHARP. and you'll see ;hem weafing blag}n
leather jackets like .a motorcycle type?jﬁpket with
SHARP on the back. That stands for Skinheads Against
Racial Prejudice. They'll show up-at Klan rallie;
and f£ight with the Klan. They are anﬁinla%,
‘anti-Naiif pro Skinhead, which means they want to
overthrow the government as we have today and let the
vouth of America run the country, is their basic
premis;. And, they try to stay away from racial
‘arguments and stick primarily with political type
»‘arguments. z

The Neo Nazi groups heré in Ohio, by fare,

T

%

P

.
%
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]

are the most active and the most violent group in the

country is the S8S Action group headquartered out of *
Dearborn, Michigan. We have a veéry active chapter
bere in Ohio and in the video, I'll show you at the
end you'll see some-footage of them. {They have a

“3:? . . - $
very violent history. They're very active in .

painting swastikas and the German SS§ logog, which :

1

|you'1l see in some of the flyers aré theirs. TThey

lare very active with the whi;é combat groupsy Givg Us
Victory, Give Us Deat@%ﬁ?pe of slogans. i

Other groups*that are very actiVelén O%ioylﬂ‘
;the White Arian Reliqioh$or ﬁ@R is their acronym.

They weré headquarteréd in Toledo and earlier this @

%
<

year, we were successful in a joint operation withs

the Federal Bureau of Alcohocl Tobacco and Firearms in
|arresting several of them. They had planned to blow
» o Y ‘"ia
up a predominantly black housing project in Toledoc on

the 4th of July weekeﬁay We raided théﬁ in early

-

'June, got several bombs, & cache of weapons; made

w
T ,

several arrests, recovered some drags.

b

Unfortunately, during the entry intoc their clubhouse,

a WAR menber opéned f£ire on a police with.,a -
1
¥
semi—-automatic Tech & sub machine gun, » Luckily

k

<
o
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nobody was hurt, -anfl he was apprehended without him

being hurt, either. They're very; véry viclent.
Believe in blowing up buildings, projects, cars, tO

|demonstrate they‘re not afraid of authority.

»

@
™

The White Arian Resistance, which is

separate from the White Aridn Religiocny is

headquartered in Nebraska. Right now,'tﬁey're also

very active here in Ohio in recruiting meﬁbers. Of

course, the Arian Nation, and tonight »at 8:00° ¢c'clock

over in Lorraine, the Arian Nation is having a public

ny

'rally for whites only. It will be out on Root Road

|tonight. They ere a very militant organization.

And, of coursé the Arian Brotherhood, which is their

other unit of the Arian’Nation, which is ¢

‘headguartered in the Qeniééntiary system here in

[

|Ohio. They got' a lot of publicity in the Lucasville

‘riots. Theé Arian Nation, the Black Muslim type

factions. »
Those are primarily the groups here in Ohio
' that are very active and can lead easily to vidlence

throughout our streets.

»
*

I want to give you some recent numbers in

the last 7 most fhe following hate crimes were

%

¥
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identified within the State of Ohio, primarily
through our news clipping service. In Ohio, we don't

‘have an accurate method of tracking.hate ¢crimes and

I'1ll talk about that in a little bit. But, within
the last 7 months we've had 2 murders, one bombing, 2

arsons, 12 incidents of assault, 14 documented cases

z

of vandalism and 15 crosses burned in peoplels yvards

within the state. I think it's very important, from

our standpoint. that we recognize that the KKE:s

. Skinheads, the Nec-Nazis and the White Arian Nations

are trying to unite within Ohio and within the

country. They've also aligned themselves with such

L

programs as the DARE Program, raising money t¢ fund
drug abuse in our scheols. They'll make
'contribuEEOns ocpenly. They've also had a lot “of

contact with anti-abortion groups, which feollows

their anti-abortion platform. One thing that's very
important within Ohio and within the nation ié,they

llack the same, as some of. the militant Black groups:

» [ B

they do not have a very charismatic type leaéerShip

-

to unite them together, and thus they stay somewhat .

factioned. If that ever occurs and they de have

‘somebody that takes charge of that group, the white

c

»
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™ N

supremacists groups in general,'we‘;é geing to have a
serious problem; not only here, but throughodt the
country. When you talk about Ohio, I think it's also
important to remember that these groups are verys
very mebile. We will see at rallies, people. from
'Arkansas, Texas. New Jersey, Alabama, Michigan.
{They'1ll come and go very £reely. There's a rally
somewvhere in the country every weekend, and Kiénsmen
from Ohio, skinheads from Ohio will travel very
|freely and attend those rallies and'mar;hes.

One of the basic premises o©of all the white
supremacy groups that we have attended raliies or
.obtained information on is they all believe strongly
in stockpiling weapons and amunition. -And, the
reason is from this inevitable race war that will
occur, they want to be prepared to fight it and to
win. ‘Seme 0of the recent KKK rallies will be comments
like they don't care ;f a Skinhead is next to them
firing a weapon and a Nazi is on the other side
‘throwing a hand grenade, as long as in theé end
‘they're altogether in victory. In some in the
fiyers, you'll see the victory or death, the Arian

24

Nation's logo is that it's better to die on your feet

%
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than live on your knees. And, this is what is being

|said in Ohie. Adgain, you'll hear soine ,of that on thé

video. . * )
Fron the law:enforcement standpoint, and I'@

¥

in Cincinnati, I know you were privy to some of this,
| most: hate crimes are not necessarily reported as hate
|crimes. And, a lot ¢f that has to do with %he first
officer on the scene. If you have an assault, if

you're the investigating officer and you don't ask

+ >

the guestions, were there racial slurs made at the -
time, what érompted this, it"s a simple assault.

It's a case of vandalism, a bottle being thrown
‘through “the window, a brick through the car, what
made that happen? ,What caused that to happen? A lot
|of times, they just go upreportéd as a simple

assault, as a vandalism éﬁd on down the road. The 14
vandalisms that I spoke ofhearlier were all swastikas’
painted on buildingé, &n vehicles, burnings of 8§
symbols in people's yards, some very well documented.
SCriminal investigations are verf*ﬂifficult and’;ery
‘piecemeal. One reason, with all due réspé%t to the
Commission, is we are prohibited from obtaiming

»

intelligehte data on political an@ religious groups.

¥
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|The KKK will tell you that they're a political

faction only or a reIigious faction only. The White

Arian Nation is purely & 'political platform. And. it

severely hinders our- ability to gather and maintain

accurate intelligence as to'%hat these groups are
doing. 1It's venywdifficulélifrom & social point, to
distinguish when a peolitical group becomes a
political activist group and then goes over and
becomes some type' of a hate or supreﬁacist group-.
That line is certainly not set in sto;e by any
imagination. And we, as law enforcem;ntp have done
it to ourselves, unfortunately, over the years. What
. + "
that results in, is Law enforceqent becoming reactive

as opposed to being proactive: In other words, why

don’t you investigate the homicide as @ppréd to

'having investigation. and being able teo stop it

fortunately, as we did in Toledo -before it actually

‘happened.

The KKK rallies, the Arian WNation rallies
the Skinhead fallies drain our assets tremeﬁdbusly,

The KKK rallies that, are coming up, we will have

B
a 't

between 150 and 200 uniformed officers on Saturday .,

¥

' from 14 to 18 counties in full gear to protect the

¥

"%
kS

a7
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& iR

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

22

23

124

citizens o§ those communities. And, what will result
out of that will be probably several misdemeanor
arrests for aisorﬁgfly‘condﬁct, failure to disperse.
It's very time conéumingr very goét draining

mechanism on local communities. We, as law
enforcement, get battered with, you hear this in the
tape alsc, we protect the white supremacists group

:and the white supremacist groups will tell you that ’

|we protect minorities, that we don't pay enoudgh

attention to them. The favorite saying is cops and
the Klan go hand in hand. And, vou'll hear that

chant in the tape because in every city'KKEK rally, ,

|you'll see a row of Rlansmen and in front of them

#

will be a hundred uniformed officers thexe‘tﬁ‘protect

~

property and ¢itizens in that community,.'as well as

'their First Amenément-rights. So, we're,dubbed Both

L3 A
> #

ways. ) .

Hate groups are growing in size. They're '

actively, very actively recruiting. As you can see

I's T

from the posters in front of vou, the number of
rallies. It's becoming, Ohic itself is becéming the
leading state in membership numbers across iﬁgrica.

Enforcement tactics are very poor.” And, when you

H
a
1
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interview victims of these crimes, it's amazing that
|in Ohio in 1893, you have people that literally live
in terror toc go ocutside their neighborhoods, go

cutside their houses because we permit these groups
*
to be active.
~ ) "
I'd like to show a video, and I want to. -

|apologize, first off, fior this video. 1It's mostly

-

{surveillance type footage shot by cameras and men,
our officers in action. And, it kind of gets off teo

|a rough start. 1It's a liktle jittery, it's not a

14

quality production, by anv stretch of the

imagination. '

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: That will juét make it
more realistic, though, won't it? ,

MR-_ALMAY: It's very realistic,
unfortunately. 2nd, I'11 just kind of talk over it.

We're going to open up with the Oxford rally
in 1280, which became. very violent. Two Talavanda
High School studén?é wore Klan robes to school and,
KKK robes, and thHey were suspended. And,‘this is a

hd

rally that followed.

1

MR. WILSON: Do vou know how many Klan

<

members who are }ike this? ”

&

o
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€
(3

MR. ALMAY: “Robed up., there were 17 in'

-~

o

lrobes, about another--

W

MR. WILSON: 172 .

MR. ALMAY: Yes.

&his is the Stockton Ohio, April 3rd of this
year, which was already 1400 protesters, four robed
Klansmen showed up. - We had about another 15 in
civillian "clothes in the crowd? .

This is the last rally that was held in
|Galapolice, and Palmeroy County in June of 1993, The
|man there in the suyit getting his robg out in the
brown suit right there. the. oclder gentleman is Virgil

Driven, he's the 1l&ad gf the .Christian Knight faction

-

-|of the Klan from North Carolina. FHe was indicted in
1979 of opening fire at a KKK rally, resulting in the
death of 5 pfotesters. You'll see the Klan will
carry those shields, ﬁou see one there, that to
‘pratect them from things that are thrown ggpm the
crowd. This is in éfpnb of County Court steps in
Galapdlice,” Chio. ﬁe{had about 30 klansmen and
you'll see the crowd, it was&not’much of a protest,

‘'crowd that sh%wed,up, We arrested one man out of the

crowd for carrying a 38 révolver in his pants.

3 x
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MR. WILSON: S?me of these klansmen people
are from oltside the state?

MR. ALMAY: The majority of them. TLocal -

~

Klansmen dén't liKe to appear locally. We have in

Ohio, although it hasn't been used in some vears,
S'\‘

there's a, those are Nazis or from the SS Action

group out of Cincinnati.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: OQut of Cincinnati?

MR. A£MA¥= Yes. .Norwood, to .be exact.

We have & law in Ohio, like I say, it has
not been used since the early *50's, that prohibits
the wearing of ma%ks, B

- This is not in Mississippi in 13964,
3 . # ’

unfortunately, but this ié&dh;o also in June of 1993,

- -+

There are approximately 75 'Klan members at
. - . %

this rally and-another 15 from the Klan Youth Corp.,
which is a group of“children between the ages of to

—~

14,

Ed
k1

MS. ORTEGA: Where was this again?

MR, ALMAY: This was in southern Ohio.

‘This ig within the last 60 davs. Now, the man you're

about tc hear speak is Gayle Rauche from Lodine. He

just got off of federal probation for weapons

£

%
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smuggling violations. He will mot be in a robe.

*

He's prehibited from wearing klans robes as part of °
this federal probation, %%iqh‘you'll hear him speak to
in a second. That's him in the backgroungd now.

?hat is Ohie today.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. That's
wonderfuﬁ. q

MS. RODEMEYER: Very recent?

L

MR. ALMAY: Yes% unfortunately, very

recent. First time that T had ever been at oné of

. § . e it
those ceremonies. They'll have those on private

4
v

property. They cad wear their masks, they;Will*haVe
armed quards at the entrance way of the property.
1They'1ll search you for weapons. It's very

frightening. N . »

MS. POWLESS: S¢6, you're not allowed to go .

.on private property?

e

MS. ALMAY: No, ma'am. -

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other guestions, committee

-~

Jmembers?

iy Y
[

MR. ALMAY: Yes, sir?

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal?

* 5
¢

;
MR. LEVENTHAL: I have severdl guestions to

.
by »,

«

&

=Y
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ask. Not defending extremists in any way, but just
|asking, could an extremists be fired from their job

when it's found out. that they were a member of the

:wr 1

|Skinheads or the RKK? Are they entitled to equal

N "

rights protection?

a

ER. ALMAY: Yes: sir, thev are. The

|lgentleman that's the'head of the Dixie Heights in

ay

Belfrey., Ohio, works for the City of Belfrev.

13

Several members are city employees, county employees.

'MR. LEVENTHAL: 'So, if they're fired, then,

ES

‘they have a lééifimate claim?

MR. ALMAY: They have equal protéctions

MR. LEVENTHAL: Next question is, what is
3 oy

the crime of, 1qt‘s\sayr a gwastika dabbing? Can a
person go to jail if they paint a swastika on a

£y

Jewish institution or could a Klansman go to jail for
burning & cross, let’s say, on a house next to a
Black family? .

MR. ALMAY: :Yes, sir.

MR. LEVENTHALY What's the crime?
MR. ALMAY: Each one is a separate crime.

| Sometimes, unfortunatély, they're misdemeanor of the
1

‘third degree,; misdemeanor, of the sSecond degree, being

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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vandalism, ¢ross burnings, we can talk about-arsons
or if it gets too ctlose to the house, somethihng is

actually bufned like a:cdr, there are various crimes

there. As vyou're probably aware of the hate crime

<4
[2

law in Qhio, is back before the Supreme Court. It

was ruled unconstitutional. However with, I believe

it was Minnesota's law or Wisconsin.
MS. RODEMEYER: Wisconsin?
MR. ALMAY: Our law is back for review and

that will increase the level of penalty to one

degree. Surprisingly, wé were talking about the mask

law in Ohio, a 1953 law that's a f£félony of the third

ﬂégree, which carries 5 to 10 yearsvin the state
penitentiary.

MS. POWLESS: What's the law?

MR. ALMAY: The law says that two or more

people, while wearing white robes, masks, or hocds

cannot conspire to commit a misdemeanor. And, it's

in the section on lynchings and talks about mobs.

It's a very, the law has not beer used’tc-any of our

‘knowledge in sometime, but the penalty section is

extremely severe.

-

MS. POWLESS: Why hasn®t it been used? 1Is

.
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it because tﬂéy’re not wearing the masks and hood
is it because we're not énforcing it?
MR. ALMAY: 6 try to éenforcde that law,

have laws about inciting to riot and balancing th

{fout against free speech is -a very, very tough iss

to make. There were nco crimes committed in that

L4

video.

MS. PRESLEY:
the numbers., the numbers aren't that large that I
seeing, but yet they are able to get a number .of

ﬁeopie who are anti te rally. So, I think that's

impact they’re making, is just to ihcite ﬁeﬁﬁle

a

|because thev're not, when you look at- the Klan, t

d
number of Klansmen that you said were at the

3

differeént rallies, I mean, that's not a large num

-
“

lof indﬁviduals,

MR. ALMAY: Not at all. A&nd, if you ta

to klansmen or know much about how they oOperate t

rallies are, they call membership drives. They
realize what's going to happen to them 'when they

Y

up on those courthouse steps. but the next day

they'll be flooded with calls of sympathizers, pe

wanting membership. That's how they draw their

s ot

we
at

ue *

I think what is amazing me is

the

he

ber

1k

he

get

ople
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|we hate nobody. We Jjust love our race. They;ll stely

10
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|you've given us?

jthere, say their message and then end up looking like

very professional. They'll come in business suit

=~

while all these thousands of hate mongers throw rocks

and bottles and batteries at them, tr&ing to harm
them. They don't want to harm anybody. 1In those
pictures, they're very polite; very professional in
their appearance.

CEAIRMAN BATTLE: ‘Ms; Rodemeyer, did vou
have a queﬁtion?

MS. PRESLEY: They'®re getting free
publicity?

MR. AiHAYs It will be natignwide news

there, no doubt about it.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Almay, if you could

as an individual, a <itizen, what would you think
that the Commission would want to do with this,

information? What should we be doing with what

W

[3

Y H

MR. ALMAY: This is a very difficult arlea,

<

beth f£rom a law enforcement standpoint and from my

T
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personal knowledge. I can tell yous in the 12 vears

p

I've been in law enforcemeht, I have never, in my

life, been as scared, phydically scared as I have

,i

been at that cross burning. They preach violencé}

¥
H

they preach hatred, and they're very serious about

i

|their messade. and, it chills you to the bone to be

v 3 #

standing in a field at 12:00 Midnight and watch that

happen and realize the ;sericusness of those people

»

tand their intensity, their hatred.

? 3
From a law enforcement standpeint, trying to

[ & -

initiate investigation, gather intelligence, try to
jstay one step ahead of these operations is not
permitted. We're not allowed to maintain f£files of,
'membership files of who is who in the organizations
|because they're political and religious groups. 1In
 Toledo, welre very fortunate ;e had*an anonyméusly
letter come to us talking about these people were
going to blow up a guilﬂihg, We were able to gather
.evidence from beyond that, from various sources that
it showed that they wére, in fact, building bombs in
that résidence, and they had a map of the housing
zprojects, and we were able to stop that. But, that's
‘certainly the except?on. As you notice by the

L
L

*
@
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:numbers, you know, one cross burned on an interracial
couple's yard in Ohio in 1993 is insane. And, it's
just crazy to sit with people and listen to them live

in terror: So, the answer to your question is I

don't know, but we'd like to have the ability to

maintain intelligence to gather these documents and

Al

be proactive in investigations as opposed to
- IS

.reactive, after it's ovér.
CHAIRMAN "EATTLE: $So, you would want the

F3

tocls to allow yau to do your job?’

E

MR. ALMAY: Yes, sir. 4

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: And, right now, you feel

i

that you don't have those tools, First Amendmenf
rights nptwithstanafng? ' :
MR. ALMAY: Yes, sir. If we spend an hour

v -

‘a month on white supremacists groups, that’s a lot of
time for us.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: The counter to that
'quesﬁioﬁ might be groups -that would reétaliate against
the whiﬁq sﬁpremacisté groups and the-amount of time

that you spend as an organization against those,

those that are based on religion or other races or

‘other philosophies, could you give us some feel for

N )

-
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what amount of time you spend on those, if any? Do
. 2 w i . [
they exist, any organized resistance that réequires

)
)

|the intervention of law enfercement officials like
& ! 4 i

youes? Y . :

- N ¥

MR. ALMAY: TWe are aware, but it's strictly
|IErom anonymous sources or third, fourth party
|information of severdl vetry militalistic cult groups

in Ohio. We have some chapters of Branch Davidians
|in Ohio. We have & compound in eastern Ohio that's

|heavily fortified. TI&'s a cult group out of New

Jdersey and out of Akrons We are avare of those

%

groups and we monitor theﬁ; .
The allegations of wvelfare fraud, they'll
get welfaré and then turn i't. over to the church and

1ive on the compound, and that's how the church funds

e

itself. You know, we're aware of some of those

*

activities of welfare fraud and those thinga. We-
E

{track weapons and weapons violations, but there are a

nunber of groéups, boeth Black, white. Arab, some
Hispanic groups, espegiaily in the Toledo arga that
have the c¢apdbilities of being very militaristic in

their actions. &And, we're aware of them, but againy
that knowledge is certainly piecemeal at best.
) 13

+

. i

&
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CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Questions of ther
committee?

MS. ORTEGA{E Yes.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Yes, Ms. Ortega?

MS. ORTEGA: I did;'t get a chance to go
through this, but 46 you have any of the receént
flyers that were distributed in Tolede subsequent to
.that bombing, the plot that was aborted?

MR. ALMAY: - Mo, ma'am.

MS. ORTEGAZ Because I think it's been two
Iwéeks th;t a neighbgf%ood was leaflettéed, and I vas )

5
curicus if you were able *to do any more follow-up
with respect to that incident?
| MR. ALMAY: Not yetr but I'm sure we'il be
‘obtaining them, we've been monitoring a guy who was
involved in the shooting of the black child. '
MS. ORTEGA: That neighborhood where the
fofficer lived was leafletted by white sugremaciSts?

MR.”ALMAY: That attracts the white
supremacist groups, particularly the Klan in their
Sactivities.t The first mareh, I said two high school

students wore Klan robes for Halloween; the school

suspended them. As a result of that, ended up with

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL '(312) 236-4984
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the Klan marching; on the school. And, they :do that

} a
around the codntrﬁ -
; g : %

MS. ' ORTEGA: ;;Yow're still monitoring the

|situation in Toledo?,

MR. ALMAY: Loosely.

MS. RODEMEYER: ~ Does everybody repoit
leafleting to you?

MR. ALMAY: No, ma'am, not by a long

stretch. We have one of the things that BCI does is

undercover narcoties investigations. So, we have
undercover officers around Chio and g lot of these
|came off of phone pols here ih Cleveland, in other

neighborhoods. The Stockton rally drew a tremendous

amount of posters in Cleveland. -

MS. RODEMEYER: They uséd mass lands and the
kMayor tried to sdy they couldn't.

MR. BALMAY.: -That's right. Most

communities, when you gb to there and show this

x .
&

'community the side it of Wilmington in Clinton

County, what's going to happen to that community on

.

October 23rd in a small gommunity is going to be

|incredible to look a%j%opnty commissiohers and

Sheriff's and pélice chiefs and try to explain £0
o ¥ o, .

. ?' L ! \ .
s i} \\\/
:

¥
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|them what's about to happen to them is a very

|difficult job.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions from the .

%

Committee? One final guestiorn, then, Mr. Almay-.

|We've heard testimony: from a variety of people in the

13

law enforcement arenéJthat would say that the level

of experience-or training of law enforcement officers

o

lin general is a little lacking in how to recognize,

much less report, and have the line of guesticning
‘that would allow that tonclusion to come out. Will .
jou comment a little bit about what you've seen from
your experience and what you think might help to
improve the trainiﬁg, the overall training of law
enforcement officets to recognize what's happening?

MR. ALMAY: The attormey general police;,
poelice officer's traihing council in London récently
mandatéd cultural diversity training, 16 hour blocks
for all police officers in Ohio. YoOu must get that
to maintain your status:. ag a, certified officer.

¥8. RODEMEYER: You mean upgrade?

MR. ALMAY¥: Yes, sir. But, basic trainees

also have to take it so everybody will have it. And,

culture diversity trainihg is an importantly step in

-
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that. And, one of the things that we're strongly
looking at is the hate-crimes reporting. We offer
courses at the academ§ now on hate crimes and hate
crime reporting and the groups, but that emphasis
needs to-be increased so he can monitors these

adtivities a little closely.

- ~

A

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Crimes that were committed
against the gay and lesbiaé gommunity, .can you
comment a little bit about perhaps the volume a%a
where ,you're going with that?

MR. ALMAY: Those crimes, you will see
'predominantly in the major urban areas because the
{gay lesbian community, for example, in éhral
southeastern Ohio is not as cohesive and not as
visible as it is, say, in Cincinnati or coclumbus or
‘here in Cleveland. And, tliose tend to.be a lot more

v

random acts of viclence. The typical, what we would
‘call.gay bashing where you see a gay or lesbian
couple down the street, it‘éilike a target of
cpportunity type crime. Somebody will throw
'something or harass them. The white supremacists

‘groups preach strongly, obviously; against gay and

lesbian lifestyles. And, those crimés tend to not be

<
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as organized as, say, a é;éés burning. Although
.

lcrosses have been burned on both gay and lesbian

property within the 1as£ year here in Ohio.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other guestions? Thank
vou very much, Mr. Almay, very enlightening .
presentation.

MR. ALMAY: I'm going to leave the tape, so
it's yours to do what you want.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. We'll make it
a part of the record.

Mr. Robinson?

MR. WILLIAM: I'm actiially Joseph Williams
from the Urban League. Mr. Robinson was not able tg
come. '

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Could yéu spell your full
name, sir, for the reporter, sir?

. JOSEPH WILLIAMS,

Joseph Williams, Jd-o-s—-e-p-h, middle
‘initial T as in Tyronne, last name is s
W-i-1l-1l-i-a-m-s. .

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: And, you're the Deputy

¢

Director?

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm Vice President.

HALSELL & HALSELIL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (3i2) 236-4584
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CHAIRMAN “BATTLE: Thank vou.,
MR. WILLIAMS: The hate crimes are not an
area at the Urban League whére we feel like wé have

ahy special area of expertise. When we were invited,

we received our invitation last week; we were a

little surprised, although we understand we are an

organization that's very much concerned dbout a host

of issues that concern African Americans, other
a!h

jminority issues. $So, wedre thankful for the

oppertunrity to téstify. And, we'd just like to make

‘a brief statement.

First of all, we commend the Commission on

/Civil Rights for holding these hearings,on' hate

|crimes in Ohio. Clearly, as many people have stated

throughout the day, hate cf;mes continue to affect

~ 1

African Americans and other minority individuals in
4

Cleveland, in greater Cleveland and the éity cf Ohiq.
And ve., finally, simply appreciate the opportunity
to, you know, come before-the Commission.

That's thé end of our statement.

3

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Are there

Pl —c

p

|questions for Mr. Williams?

Let me ask one, generally, about the, about

»~
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hate crimes and how it might involve the Urban League

x

lin its mission. The Urban League has a long history,
and I know that in houéing, in housing
Jdiscrimination. Wefve heard testimony, both in
 Qﬁncinnati and here in Cleveland, so far, about the
1issues of individuais being deprived of where they
want to live because of their race or their religion
and sufferingr being victimized with cross burnings
and other kinds of things. I think vou were here as
Mr. Almay was ta%king ébout that. Does the Urban
League, in it's Charter or plans, have any way of
beginning to address that in the community? Have you
been approached for any help by individuals or
groups? )

MR. WILLIAMS: Well, we have, and thankful
|Eor the qguestion. We have a housihg staff person
|whe, most of her timé is spent working with
individuals with problems around affordability or
being kicked out of their homes and so,forth. But,
|we do get calls from time-to¢ time from individuais *
who do feel that th%y have been discriminatéd against

with respect to their hotusing. And, we usually pass

it on.to HUD or other, you know, federal agéncies

HALSELL & HALSELIL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984



15
16
17

18

20
21
22

23

®

that have jurisdiction over those issue. I might

b

add, in my current residence, my wife and I had

xproblems with the people 'who live across the street

from us; who made it clear to. our real estate agent
‘that she, you kn&@, ﬂid~éot think it was,@gpropriate
that we should live.in cﬁnﬁhouse. And, fartun;telyi
we did, you know, report it to HUD and. W?O did not

find that there was a problem. But, I live in the

vy ¥
=

City of Cleveland Heights, which is contingquous to
Cleveland, and ﬁ&r Housing Advisory Committée aid

find that there was probable cause, and'it's being
' 4
pursued with the local real estate licensing

‘organization in the greater Cleveland area. So, I
|can unfortunately say from personal experience that
the issue of housing discrimination doés continue to

be an issue, even in a Very progressive community
L3 ¥

that we live in.

3

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Are there questions for
Mr. Williams? ihaﬁk you very much, sir. Appreciate
you being here with us.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We have, on our schedule,

Pauline Tarver fromsthe NAACP. And., ﬁe'V§ had a

»

. &
cancellation from Rev. Matthews. So, until Hs.

(WH]

r
«
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Tarver shows; we are free. v
(WHEREUPON, a short recess was taken.)

MR. MANERICK: Peter this is an ADL tape on

|the training of police officers in recognizing hate

lcrimes dropped off by Mr. Savrén this morning.

(WHEREUPON, a videotape was played.)

CHAIRMAY BATTLE: Hello. Good afternoon.

|I£ you could give us your first name and last name

and spell them, for the reporter, pleage, and your

address?

MR. RUYNA: My name is Juan, J-u-&—-n,

|R—u-~y=n=—-a. My address is 4201 Howlett Avenue,

1Cleveland, 44113.

JUAN RUYNA
I'm a representative with the National

Coalition against Racism in Sports and the Media.

And also on the Advisory Bdard with Bob. Our

Committee and former Chairperson of Lake Erie Native

‘American Council. Y

-

Over the last two years or so; we have been

L "

|trying to negotiate with the Cleveland Indians

{Baseball Team to remove Chief Wahoo and the name

,
indians from their team because ‘we see:. that it

¥ )

*
-«
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prometes ragism, it promotes racist sterebt?p#ng.3 It
|promotes an image to the greater population that ié

none Indian to make us lookﬁlike something that weire
not. And, frankly, we think that we're tired of

fpeople coming up call;néjus Chief, going with war

whoops agé éll kind of silly’stuff like that. And, .

|we think that while we k%ow'that it is becau§e of the

images that people use of our people to expleit us,

L3

really, because I guesg they find these lodos to be
very marketable. Not only are they exploitiﬁg us,
but they are &lso creating a false reality forxthe
Joutside commﬁnities. So, we are demanding to put a
';;op to thisﬁ This is not a local issue, we're nots
there’s nothing personal against the Cleveland
lIndianshbaseballwofgaqﬁzation or Richard Jacobs
himself, but this *is a pational effort that's going :

>

on. And, at this date; there are many colleges and
' ¢

fhigh scheels that have already taken the initiative
‘tb éhange their names ah;‘to“replace them with
something else more appropriatex ﬁbt to¢ long ago;,
the attorney general of Wisconsin ruled that high

'schools and college teams could -not use these Xogos

because it promoted discrimination and, therefore,

-

v

?
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for that. But, here, or in this area. certainly a
large amount-of the community itself has taken, has
said that they want that removed. When -they go to
the schools, I think the biggest problem with this is
not only with éhe baseball teams, the films and
everything, is that, you know, it's hard tec explain,
but I'm a Sun Dadncer, and I don't know if anybody
understands what that i's; but it's a solosist ritual
that takes place in whichh you sacrifice yourself for

the people. You go four days and four nights without

3
N

food or water. And, some people think it's very
~Strenuou&«and it is. But when it's over, %here's a
feeling inside you that really makes you feel good,
vou know. And, if somebody was to lay down a million
‘dollars or @ billion dollars, vou couldn®t buy that
feeling, you know, because you really feel good. At
xthe same time, when ybdu see filmé andg @hen you see
scmebody like Chief Wahoo, thege*s;a feeling inside
 that doesn'% make vou feel very good. yéu,know. And.,
if somebody sayvs well, "'I'11l pay yvou in order to do
away with that feelinq} there is no amount of money
that can do away with that.

So, one of the problems that we've had,

~

g
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espécially with our children, is one of low self

esteem. Angd, that low self esteem comes from viewing

countless of films where you're always the laser,

. s
|voi¥fe always the bad guy. You have somebody like

Chief Wahoo throughout the history where he comes qut
dancing p} does different things. And, it's
outrageousy I mean. It doesn't even equate anywhere

near to what we really are as a people. And., it's

A

not even used for the benefit of our people. 1It's

*

lused for the benefit of somebody else. And, people

are just exploiting us. 8o, I think the biggest
problem is,; is, {he biggest gain that we're going to
have in removing this, isuthat it will give the
children a sense of their own self respect and

dignity whe:; people will b;~abié‘to look at them in
another way ra%her than throuch the ste{eotype, “

MR. WILSON: Thank you, well saidt

CHAIRM%N BATTLE: Ms. Ortega?

MS. ORTEGA: Mr. Ruyna, what kind of support
dg\you get frcm the Latin0 community or the African
‘American’comﬁhnityh I don't know, maybe you haven't

even é%ked for support or what kind of --

MR. RﬁYNA: Well, we have approached

>
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different African communities, there are different

groups that are supporting us. A&t this point, I've
heard that Ben Chavis at the national level ig going
to come out against the stereotyping against Chief
Wahoo and the Cleveland Indians. Tt hasn't been
technically put forth yet, but there’s a resoclution
that's going to be coming out in the future. At the
local level, the NAACP, we have %et with different
representatives and we will be meeting with, them next
week, too, to bring this issue. wWith the Hisgpanic
-Ealthre, we had a meeting at San Lorenzo Club that
they have on Clark Avenue not too long ago, we
brought out the issue and thére's also a culture eclub

at the ¥YMCA, and we brought the issue forth to thém.

And, they said thatqtheY‘ll bring it to their board

[
L3

members and they'll bring our resolution, however )

~tﬁey decide with it. So, we've been working with

&

different parts of the community in this. "We also

|have the support of the Interchurch Council, the

Catholic Diocese, I think the Catholic Diocese were
supposed to bring out a resolution this weekend. So.
'you know, we've been working with the different parts

»

of the community.
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CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Yes, Mr. Leventhal?
MR. LEVENTHAL: .If I could say a few things.
Being from Cleveland, most of ‘these people on the

Commission are not from Cleveland, but Chief Wahoo to

hame he's been alluding is a logo that the Indians

L
» N

use of a Native American with a big hcok nose, to
begin with, and grinning teeth, sort of a
éupercillious smile, which doesn't look good. I'm

|sure if they had a regular native BAmerican or

- 7

:something, I don't think there would be the
chjection. The Atlanta Braves, as yvou know, during

|the last World Series, the crowd gets all excited

with that chop, that war chop like go kill them, go

-

kill them, that chop. And, 40,000 people
simultaneously are chépping their hands. like that.

I'm sure thi$é gentleman or other Native Americans .

would not mind if they portrayed Native ,Americans the

-

way they were or are today or in the past. But, with

these negative stereotypes that he's talking about.,

=

that creates a bad image for not’only what happened
in the past, but fof this man, his family, and his
children, and .other Native Americans today. So, I

*

{certainly cdhn see your peint.

X,

%
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On‘tﬁe other hand, though, and, I'm noct
arqguing for the Cleveland Indians. let's gay the
Washington Redskins, the Kansas City,Chiefs have :
built up a nickname for their teams. And, it would
be hard to dissuade them from using that same rname.

In other words, if it works for the Ip&ians, it would
have to work all the way throughout the country with ,
|the Washington Redskins, Kansas City Chiefs: A;;
|there any other sude%ting teams that use?

MR. RUYNA: Atlanta Braves.

o MR. LEVENTHAL: Se, you'd havé to conquer
them all, and it's a mighty task. I personally wish
you lugck, but it's a toughfthing?

MR. RUYNA: Well, it's a tough _t‘hing and
it's a mighty task, but again, it's a matter of, I
think, the way you stated it as beng a tough task.
It also makes it obvious how that discrimination is.
‘directly pointed at us and nobody else, youignow,
because if these people, if }hey, one of the things
;they tell us .constantly is they're honoring us, that
we should be thankful that they're giving us an

honor. Wéll, we say that we give that honor back to

them, and maybe since there's a larger Jewish

x

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chitado, IL (312) 236-4984



10

11

13

14

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

|-J
th

community here fhan Nativeégmerican community. Maybe

‘it should be the Cleveland Jews, you know. And, in

]

{that regards, noc other group will stand For this kind

|of nonsense. And, we're the only ones that, where

pedple allowed this to happen. And, we say that

nonsense has to stop.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions for Mr.

+

Ruyna? . *

Q

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very much. sip?

MR. RUYNA: Thank yvou for your time.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you for adding to

*

our record.

Mr. Wiley?

) KEN WILEY '

Gocd afternoon. Before I govinto my—-—T
_might addreés something that Mr. Ruyné‘was addressing
also, for just a second. As a representative of the
vHispanic community heﬁe in Cleveland--I need to
introduce myself and spell things and allﬂthat first.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We have you,‘for the

record, but that would be good.

MR. WILEY: My name is Kenneth Wiley.,

n

W-i-lve-y, I'm the Executive Director 6f the Hispanic¢

[\Ie}

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-24984




17

18

18

20

21

22

23

(o
Wi
W

i

community forum here in Cleveland Ohio. I hope“you
can hear me, I'm faéing it. It started with my mind

|and it's working its way down.

a

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Use the microphone tec help
jo
|you, don't strain.

. &
¥

MR. “WILEY: Part of what I'm going to

discuss pertaining to the Hispanic community, and the
issue we'zebaddressing today., I wanted to address a
mement and‘iain with Mr. Ruyna in e;pressing concern
ahd dismay that the Glevelané Indians and other te?ms
continue to use, especially derogatory negative
‘stereotypichl characatures of WNative Americans.
 There was a meeting here, I think it was a little
‘over a year ago in this, maybe even in this room at
which I spoke United Church of Christ and some others
‘Sponsq;ed a meeting in which a number of us spoke for
a bit abogt &his., And; it's interesting because
we're going to be revisiting this issue in our Board
'in the September andeOcﬁober meetings. And., I hope
come up with.a s;atement and & letter supporting the
|Native American community and their ‘efforts to have

the Cleveland Baseball Ciub remove Chief Wahoo as its

symbol and-logo. I remember when I spoke, that I

t
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made reference to Aunt Jemima, the Frito Bandito and
how negatively those characatures portrayed other
|racial cultural "ethnic groups in this country. And,

there have been others with the Hispanic community as

-

lwell. .I have to lotck at this for a second. but Arrid

éeodérant once had a character named Banditoe and

»

]

theié line on that product was, "If it works for him,
it will work for you." Liggit Myers, I don't know the
product, had a character called Paco who never
"finishes anything®.

As the Hispanic community and the African

.

-

American community worked so diligently to have those

S

negative stereotypic charactures and representations

M
¥

of their peoﬁle removed from those product from the
airwaves, and I think it's only fittiég and proper
’that we join the American Indian, Native American
jpopnlation and supporting their efforts to have such
negative charactures aﬁd representations of them
before the public. I-just wanted to say that before
Juan had to leave. And, we'll be doing some work on
it, I hope. ~ ’

Now, if I may, we appreciate this

opportunity to come before 'you today to speak with

“t

o]
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'you & bit. We believe that Hispdnics in Ohio, as
A 3 o - +

& ¢

|well as acioss the United States, are both an

invigible and forgotten mipncority. Too often not
‘Lhcluded in the disgcussions and debates on policies
|and implementation of programs~énd enforcement of

llaws, but -also a population that does not report

Y *

discrimination or hate crimes to the extent other

populationg may. That discrimination and hate crimes

‘are directed at Higpaniés is not in qguestion. They

most certainly are and haga been. The national

o

counsel of LA RASA, and I'm going to go over gsome

figures and facts, *you know, in Ohio. We may well be

probably the most diverse Higpanic state. certainly
jamong the midwest, if not among all the states.

There is no single Hispanic nationality or sub group

;that‘s @ majority of the-Hispanic population in the
state. It's, Iiielgeve, it's the 9th or 10th largest

state in terms of Puerto Rican population. But, the

-

Puerto Rican population in the State is not’ as great
{as the Mexican American populationvinqéhGVState.
And, if you locgk -at other states in thé midwest, not

.to mentign scuthwest, west coast and the east coast,
where there are predominance of Mexican Americans or

L

4 L3
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|Cuban Americans or Puerto Ricans: Ohioc is very
broadly Hispanic. So, much of what I'm going to say
lis going to refer to Higpanics generally, not so much
|to Puerto Ricans or to Mexiéan Americans. Bu;, there
will be some specific reference tc those two groués.
The National Council of LA RASA, vwhich is a national
Hispanic advocacy policy research :body, reports that

B

some scholars esti&ate.that more Mexican Americans

- ‘
were lynched in thé United States between 1850 and
1930 than Blacks in the south during the same period.
Durinéwthe 15830's and 1950's, many Mexican .Americans
who were U.S. citizens and I'egal residents were
"repatriated®™ to Mexico without due process.
Puerto Ricans are born U.S« Citizens. Yety
because of sirname and language, they are presumed to
be "illegal aliens®™ until they can prove their
{citizenship. A member of my own board is a Puerto
Rican, raised in greater Cleveland, educ;ted in local
‘schools, and was asked a proof of citizenship when he
went to vote, although he was already a registereé
vater and al¥reddy on the voter rolls. )
A cohple here in Cleveland recently traveled

©

to Puerte Rico and was éold before they left by the

Y«
“
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airlines to take their passports with them so they
would be sure to be readmitted to the United States.
She was born and raiseéd in €leveland. He was raised
in Pittsburg, PennsylVania, Puerto Rican migiant
workers and Mexican migrant workers who have settled
‘and lived in a county around Geneva, Ohio, it may beé

Astrabula County, east of Cuyahoga County, found

E

their children isolated from others in schoal and
placed in rooms where they were given coloring books
‘and crayons because the school district did not know

|what to do with them, and made no effort to contact

4

state or other districts to find out hdw bhest to

deliver education to those children with limitéd or

2
"

no English speaking skills.
In another cage, a member of our own lccal

Hispanic Community was assisting those families in

'S

their cause, was followed after leaving a meeting in

3

‘that community by the police and pulled over and

|taken into police headquarters because, from their
car a few hundied feet behind his car. they ;thought

he looked like scméone they were seeking.

E

In a 19290 study, the National Opinion

“

Research Center reported that when asked to state

~

s
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had

_their opinions and perceptions about 6 major U.S.
lculture groups, using such characteristics as wealth,
lwork ethic, dependency, violence, intelligence and
ipatriotism, people rated Hispanics last or next to
klast in those 6 categories. Every Hispanic sub group
vpas heard terms such as lazy, ignorant, greasers,
sneaky. undependable and other characterizations used
‘by others to describe them. Such stereotyping,
leading to prejudice based on those stereotypes, are
the factors leading to discrimination and patterns of
|exclusion, and in probably more cases than we know, )
violence directed toward Hispanics.

Again, that this .occurs is not in guestion.
However, Hispanics do not, as a rule,; seek redress.
{They do not file complaints when they encounter
‘employment discrimination, edication discrimination,
housing discrimination or some crimes against them.

One reason is that Hispanics do not believe
‘they are equitably treated by agencies charged with
enforcement.oi civil rightg and hate crime laws.
There®s some evidence to siipport this belief. In an
YEEOC study called the 1983 Hispanic Ciarge, an EEOC

task force fotind unanimously that ‘the EEOC was not

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicaqo, IL (312) 236-4984
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'serving Hispanics egquitably. This started the

lincrease of the percent of Hispanics in the .U.S.

&

|labor £orce and the decrease in the percent of

Hispanic cases in their caseload.
Further, the task force found that the EEOC
was nine times mere likely to recover back pay for

Black parties f£iling charges than for Hispanic

|parties. The EEOC also closed administratively more

Hispanic cases without remedy than any other group.
In those cases where Hispanic charges went to
litigation, Hispanic cases received significantly
less pursuit than with any other group. And, I
irecall the numbers in 1988 for AIDS discrimination, I

think the average was soméething like $32,000. For

‘Hispanics, it was something over $6,000 per suit. 1In

1989 it kind of leveled out for every other group

V3 A

except the Hispanics, anywhere from $18,000 to
'$15,000. Hispdnics, $£500, roughly, per lawsuit
settled. |

In the hearings of the EEO tasks Force in

1983, the task force found a "profound mistrust

within the Hispanic community.® The National Council

|of ORASA, in follow~up studies from 1983 to 1990

n
{{e]
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determined that the EEOC's record after 19283 did not

|improve. In fact. as the percentage of Hispanics
increased in the labor force in the United Stadtes:

still the percentage of cases in the EEOC caseload

%

declined.

»

In an Urban Institute study in 1990, it yas

“reported that, and they used a hiring audit for

Blacks and Hispanics, Hispanics faced higher levels
of discrimination at the hiring stage than did
Blacks. Such discrimination against anvone is
intolerable, but we cite this séﬁdy here *to

underscore the plight of Hispanics. We believeé the

|mistrust and extent of the Hispanic community extends

beyond EECC to all governmental institutions and

e

agericies generally., The feelings of

o

|@isenfranchisemént go beyond the rote to the feeling

|that the government does not represent the Hispanic
community's interests. Herice, the tendency to ot

|report or to pursue discrimination or hate

complaints. We doubt you will find many feported
cases within the City of Cleveland or the State of
Ohio, either through the City's Community Relations

Board or Police Department or State Civil Rights

<p

)
- X
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Commission or  law enforcement agencies or even the
%

4

‘Commission on Spanish, Speaking Affairs. We are,

ocurselves about t; unaertdée a study in the Hisparnic
|community. an issue and neeés survey in whic¢h we will
be asking Hispanicg if they have received
digcrimination or hate crime. And if sc. what course
of action they pq;éued« Right now, our ﬂypothesis is
“that they'1l report that ?héé have had such negative
?experiénces, bzt that they took no action. We
belidve that Hispanics are very much left oué cf the
‘system, and that the system does not respond to them.
‘And, that there is a need for a significant increase
in the type and level of community educationuas te
what the rights are, éhat you can do to redress

T

grievances, pursue complaints. And basically, #t'yg

IS
2

language some of its culture in relationship to
institulions- But, by and large, it's going éo ?eﬁ
”incumbent upon us and upon those a.gencié‘svchargedz
with enforcement and, informing people of what their
rights and what their courses of redress might be to
‘reqch out. : h

The community, at this point, does not think

there is anything there for them.

~ Y

e

*
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Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: fThank you, Mr. Wiley.
Questions from the committee? Ms. Ortega?

MS. ORTEGA: Mr. Wiley, do you have any, can
&ou gauge or do you have any idea how the NAFTA, The
North American Free Trade Agreement, is affecting
|Latino communitiés or Latinos in their Cleveland
community or --—

MR. WILEY; The Community has no real clear
opinion on that. It would tend to depend on whether
they're working, perhaps. Generally, I think people
{think it's a good idea and it, and they would be in
favor: of it. They think, at least the people Ihv;
spoken to in the community. believe that the ,
Caribbean, the Mexico and hopefully central America
should be part of an economic community; if vou will,
|not quite with c¢apital E and capital C like in
Europe, but much Qore free trade, free exchange of ’
gocds services tlHan we have had. They feel very much
that their countries have not benefited by their
“proximity to the economic power and wealth of this

country, and that they have been just excluded and

overlooked as the views tended to look toward Europe

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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and Asian mdrkets and not so much to the south. I
think there will be significant support for it.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions? Just a
short time ago. there was a new law put on the books
giving the INS some authority that they didn't have
before. And, it involved the use of ;-9'5 for
identification purposes. 1It's been reported in a lot
‘of different areaé that the use of this I-8 as an
additional level gf identification that's been
required for proof, of citizenship has had a
disproportionate affect an Higpanics, particularly in
‘employment. Do you have any comments about that? Do
you have any feelings particularly about that?

MR. WILEY: The sense I'm getting from the
community is very much that they've come into a
society in which they may well be asked to show their
‘papers, kind of reminiscent of some of the movies you
might see on £tv with regard to World War II or pre
World War II. Where are your papers? Where are your
.dOCuments to let ycu pass £rom one p;;ée to another?

I don't think they see it stopping at the work place.

<

| The one example was at the voting beoth. Another

3

example is it goes, take your papers so you can go to

L.HALSELL & HALSELIL, REPOGRTERS. Chicaco. TT (372 236-4984
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Puerto Rico and get back into the states; though you
;never left the states to get back in. It's —-- even
though some of the, from the Simpson Mazole and the
lother legislation, the SﬁrGEn was supposed to be on
the employer. Actually, the burden comes back to the
 employee. The emplovee must proof citizenship. No
{one has to go out and prove that they're not a
citizen. The employeée has to pfove citgzenship, If
he can't prove that, he's odut and it's not a matter
of the employer or-soyeone!elSe seéking documentation
to prove that they're not. a citizen. And, I think
.that’s especially adversely affects‘them, leaves a

3

|terrible impression on the Puerto Ricans who were
.citizens or Mexican Americdns who were citizens or
|otherwise legally documented here.
We also don't like words, "illegal aliens”.
We tend to think we're the only ones in the world
\that use that. Undocumented or residents is probably
|preferable. b

CHATRMAN BATTLE: The record for these :
proceedings will be closeq on the 13th oJf September.

|You have nentioned that you planned to do a survey on

issues and needs soon. Is there any possibility that

e

Wy

- &
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the results of that survey will be done by that time?
MR. WELEY: Not likely. We'ré going to
probably not be able to start it much before the lst
of September, and we're targegting about 400
.Hispanics, Hispanic households on a randém sample.

And, it's going to take us awhile to do that.

L]

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Even though the record

L2

{will be closed,, I thirnk that it will be useful to

The Committee as we continue to grapple with some

'solutions to this issue, and even the definition. As

w
£
i

|¥ou mentioned, th%fé‘s just héeq a derth of
information ava{lablekto us so far on Hispanic
participation in identification ©of hate crimes,
whether it's because Hispanics don't report it or
feel intimidated or whatever. So, I think that
hearing you say that there is to:be this survey in

the Hispanic community will give us more information
1

¢

-

;than we think welre going to be able to develop when

[}

we get back?

ﬁR. WILEY: 1'11 be very happy to Forward
it to you.

CEAIRMAN BATTLE: Good, Other questions for

:Mr. Wiley? Thgnk you very much, .sir.

Y

n

n
. ., * +

B

&
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MR. WILEY: Thank you very much, appreciate

K
»

your time. :

3

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Velasguez, and he's

w
-

not going to be here?

OCkay. We'll wait for Mr. Velasquez, then

we'll go into our public session. There may be those
g E

who haven't attendéd, who found themselves maybe

waiting until 3:30, sincesthat’'s the announced time
for the public session, s¢ we'll certainly givé the

«

public a chance to get here. f

-

(WHEREUPON , a brief rYecess was taken.)

CHATIRMAN BATTLE: We are in open session.

1And, seeing no members of the public in the audience,

i

we will adjourn. If there’s no objection from the
Committee, we stand adjourned 'until tomorrow morning
at 9:00 o'clock.

(WHEREUPON, thé meeting was adjcurned

at 3"3.730_ pom-:) -

E
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CERTIFICATION

I, VERNETTA HALSELL, A Certified Shorthand

F3
Ly

Reporter doing business in the STate of Illinois,

certify that I reported in -shorthand the testimoeny

|taken in the abbve-entitléa matter, and that t?is ig

« - “

a true and accurate transcription of my shorthand

notes so taken as aforesaid.

%

«

9/2242&/1464é?25"/ ,féli—/é;rﬁi/€147

NOTARY PUBLIC,COCK COUNTY, IL

*

L +
N

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Thicaqo, IL (312) 236-4984



12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

I

fs

BEFORE THE .

UNITED STATES COMMISSION
ON )

CIVIL, RIGHTS

S

e e e i i e e e e e e e oo o e e o A A e /
IN THE MATTER OF: /
FACTFINDING HMEETING BEFORE 7/
THE U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL /
RIGHTS ON HATE CRIME ACTIVITY / )
IN OHIO /
——————— \———i.——r-'-r-'-——————-‘—-————'.—."‘—-'——/
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS taken in the g

above-entitled matter before Mr. Lynwood Battle,
Chairman of the Ohio Advisory Committee, commencing
on the 19th day of AuggSt; A.D., 1993 at the Holiday

Inn Lakeside City Center, 1111 Lakeside Avenue,

Cleveland, Ohio, commencing at 9:30 a.m.

¥

’
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' CHATIRMAN BATTLE: The meeting.of the‘&hioa
|Rdvigory Committee to the U.S. Commiésion on Civil

Rights shall come to order. And, for the benefit of

those in the audience, I'11l introduce myself and my

colleagues. My name is Lynwood Battle, and TI'ia the

k4 a

Chairperson of the Adviscry Committee. The other «

members of the committee who are with me this mogning

ey

dre from my right. Sally Powless, Roberta Pxesley;‘

Barbara Rodemeyer, Ray Leventhal wills be jgining us

. . . &
momentarily, Virginia Ortega and Bradford Wilson.

- ®
We're here to conduct a factfinding meeting

-

|for the purpdse of gathering information on hate

<

crime in Ohio. The jurisdiction of the Commission

x

includes discrimination or denial of egual protection

of the laws because of race, color;'.religion, sex.
age, disability or national origin. Information y

which'reldates to the topic of the forum will be
especially helpful to the advisory committee.

The procéedings of this meeting are being
recorded by Vernetta Halsell, a publicrstenographer,
land will be sent to the Commission For its advice and

¥ .
consideration. Information provided may also be used,

by the advisory committee to plan’futufe activities.

14

.
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At the outset, I want to remind everyone

S

present of the groundrules. This is a public meeting

.

open to the media and the general public. But, we do
have a full schedule of people who will be making
presentations within the limited time we have

available. The time alotted for each presentation

accordingly must be strictly adhered to. This will

include a presentation by each participant, followed

|by questions from committee members. To accommodate
© 1

t b

|persons who have not been invited, but wish to make

istatemenﬁs we havé scheduled an open session today at

1:30. BAnyone wishing to make a statement during that

|period should contact Peter Minarik for?SChéduling.a

Written statements may be.submitted to committee

‘membegg or staff here today or by mail to the U.S.

Commission on Civil Rights, 55 West:Monroe, Suite

{410, Chicago, Illirois.
5

[

will close on September 13th, 13993,

The record of this meéting

Though some of the statements made today may

be controversial, we want to ensure that all invited
M %

guests do not defame or degrade any person or
organization. 1In order to ensure that all aspects of

the issue are presented, knowledgeable persons with'a

-

»
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‘wide variety of experience and viewpoints have been
|invited to share information with us. Any persdn or
any organization that feels defamed or degraded by
siatementS'made in these proceedings should contact
lour staff during the meeting so that we can provide a
jchéﬂce for publfic. response. Alternately, such
persons or organizations can file“gritten statements
for inclusion in the proceedings. I urge all persons
making presentations to be judicious in their
statgments. :

The Advisory Committee appreciatés the
|willingness of all participants to share their views
and experience with the Committees

Mr. Boyte?

ED BOYTE

Good morning, my name is Ed Boyte,
Coordinator of Cleveland's Mary Ann FinnegagrProject,
Athe anti-violence victims assistance program of the

\ »

|lesbian and gay community service center. I'm
=

|pleased to be *here and want to thank Peter Minarik -
for inviting me. Joining me is the Executive

Director of the Center., Judy Reinbrook. a Mary Ann

Finnegan Project volunteer, Paul Striker, and our

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL_ (312) 236-4984
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liason te the County's Witness Victim Program,
2

¥ x

Patrick Nicolita.

The project was formed in 1990. Lt was

£

named after a woman who, along with her lover, was
abductéd at gunpoint outside of a downtown lesbian

bar by a man who ‘entered their vehicle at a stop
wonen to a

|light. The perpetrator forced the

secluded area where he beat. raped and shot both of

Mary Ann Finegan died. Her partner survived

i

them.
with lasting physical, as well as emotional.
ailments.

The project is currently rumn by thiee part

time voluhteers. We receive significant assistance

¢

from Cuyahoga Cdunty’s Witness Victim Program. We
take reports over théﬂphonegin the daytime .and return
phone calls from people who make nepo££s t; the -
center’s hotline, which operates in’the evering.

|Referrals are made to appropriate dgencies, We also

accompany victims for medical or legal appolhntménts.

We condtct police trainings to new recruits and rank
and file officers of area law enforcement agencies.

“¥

At the end of the tallf the total number of

¢

harassment and violence

year, we

offenses and incidences of

Fl
L3

i

¢?

ox

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL* (312) 236-4584



wor

g

10
11
12

i3

15

16

18
19
20
21
22

23

175

.against lesbians, gays and bisexuals. The reports

are.sent to the National Gay and Lesbian Task. Force.
r

which summarizes acts of hate from around the

- -

‘conntry. When I read the following statistics, it's
vim90$tant to keep in mind that they include only
:thosg incidences reported to us that are motivated by
‘hate against gays, lesbians or those perceived to be
-gays or lesbian. For example, a robbery reported to
us thgé cccurred outside a gay bar was not included
because no anti-gay motive was shown: i.g.,
jhamophobic language, senseless violence, et cetera.
The reports for 1992 are low, partly due to a
sh§rtness in our staff. Given that, I was ¥wery
surprised when we tallied the totals from the first 6
months of this yearyand compared them with the totals
of allvof 1292. An 'incident refers to anfactivity
that taﬁes place over a continu&us peried of time.
‘One incident cculd have several cffenses. For
example, if I'm walking to my car, I'm shouted
"faggot® at, and thén pushed against the car. Then,
my c¢ar's windows are smashed, there's one incident

and conre victim, but three offenses; sexual harassment

assault, and vandalism.

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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6 months of 1993..

b4

The total number of harassments reported to

us in 1992 is 27. The first 6 months "of 1993, we had

{14 exampleés -- 14 reported incidences of harassment.

The -number of threats against persons in 1992 was 3.

! ¢
V' ”

The first 6 months of 1993 was 9. 1Im all of 1992,

there were 8 physical assaults or objects thrown. In

¥

the first 6 months of 1993, thereiweré 11, 12

¥
incidences of vandalism in 2ll of 1992, 10 for the

’

first 6 months of this year. 2 robberies in 1993, 3

w

|Eor- the first 6 months of this year. Total number of

victims in 1992 were 24, the first 6 months of this

A

iygar, 25. The total number of offenses in 1992 were

43. For, the first 6 months of this vear, 48. 27

iné¢idencesg occugred in 1982, 28 in 1993, in the first

*  To put some fgges to these statistics, I

.want to read a few of the stories that weéere reported

to us. February Sth, after his profile appeared in

‘the‘Plain Dealer, an-openly gay pastor received

threatening calls on his church's ggd’home answerihg

machine. "Burn in hell. We're not going to let this
.

;sténd. We will run you out of town. You will burn

and die in hell.® .

-
s

&t

»

¥
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|walking down Mayfield by a cemetery near Little L

At 9:30 a:m. on Fébruary 2nd, the victim was

i

L4
B4

Ttaly, a 6 foot man unknowh o the victim approached

|£from the opposite direction and pushed the vicéih
tagainst the cemeftery gates streaming epithets at him
|such as "faggot”, "homo" arid "AIDS boy®, and

lthreatening, I should slit your throat. I should,

expletive, kill you right now:; but I don't wanthydur
blood, et cetera. Victin struggled and tried to get
away. Assailant kept pushing against the gate and

screaming. Victim finally got away, just walked as

¥ .
if it never had happened, ignoring the, assailant, who
o

L4

jwasqthieateniﬁg to come after him. Victim ‘didn't

Y
~

repdrt to police for fear of unsympathetic response:

- k]

He checked himself into the Cleveland clinic for a

week,‘and is now seeking out-patient psychological

helpy. He's experiencing flashbacks ahd anxiety

w

tattacks, due to post traumatic stress disorder.

June 11th of this year. a married Astrobula

|woman has received threatehing letters and verbal

4
t

-harassment for over a year after a }esbian friend

a2

'began visiting her and her family.; Her 8 year old

son was beat up walking home from school because

1 Eo
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neighbors know of the mother's lesbian friend. Paint

was poured on their sidewalk and tires on ‘their car

>

were flattened. The eldest son has become withdrawn

{and secluded because of the neighbor's harassment.

.

Police were responsive when called about the son
being beaten up, but were indifferent to calls

regarding harassment, fear, and vandalism. The

* |victim experiences an¥iety and fear, sleeplessness,

inhibited job-perforﬁénce and eating disorders
because of this year long series of attacksy
harassmént and vandalism.

March 17th, the Ku Klux Klan éalied an east
side church requesting 50 tickets to a gay «conference

the church- was hosting for the purpoese of:gay

|bashing.

March 25th., man walking to a ‘stofe at

|approximately 10:00 p.m, was brutally assaulted by

;thzee perpetrators who jump;d out of a passing car.
The victim received three broken ribs and & bruised
eye. He was hit in the face with nunchucks, knocked
to the ground, and kicked repeatedly.

May 9th, victim, béyfriend and mother were

*

eating. While at McDonalds', victim, accompanied by

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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lhim. The victim was then assaulted by the'

% ¥
4

his-partner and mother, experienced slanderous
%

statements and comments which were derogatory.

concerning his sexual orientation. The victim

“ 2
proceeded ‘to enter the men's réstrbom, at which time

'he was assaulted from behind and had food spit on

x

perpetrator wearing @ set of spiked tings. The

spiked rings punctured the cranium, barely missing

=
® b

the brain. The perpetrators continued verbal ’

harassment while the victim was left bleeding. ¢

3

[Medical treatment was required. The v;ctim continues

to experience fear and terrc and refuses to énter a

restaurant for dinner. * 1 .

El

May 24th, the Gay Lesbian Community Service

b

{Center received an anonymdus message on the answering

machine. The message consisted,og comments such as
what are you guys doing, sucking each other? I hope
younget.grbsgiyou Stupi@ bleep, bleep faggot.

A letter addressed to the Center was
‘received on May 24th, 1993. It contained derogatory
comments such as oddball faggot, lesbo gueers. It

was written in response to an article in the Plain

5

| Dealer.

x

i
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I have submitted four exhibits which you
have two coéies of. I*d like to go over those. The

first one is a photo that appeared in the newspaper

of a billboard that was posted on the south side of

‘Cleveland. This writing is on the left-hand side of

the billboard. It says, I thought radio reached a

new low when WHK hired nauseating Moral Paulis. Now,

they féund the bottom of the barrel.with the gay 20°'s
show, a euphemism for sashaying sons. The show is
hosted by the old buckaroo who asked the quéstion,
‘does your condom lose its flavor on the bedpost

overnight? So, if you waﬁt to know everything about

deadly gay sex, but were afraid to agk; thén tune
inté'WHk Friday nicghts for a few laughs or méybe
vou'll want to pray for their souls. On the right
hand: side is a painted.pibturé with an éffemfnate

Yooking man looking in the mirror sa&ing} what's

|cooking, Jeff? The man stirring a pot says well, ald

~

buckatoo;g today“s,SPecial, homo stew. Welcome

|Jeffrey Dalmer to the Gay f90‘'s. K

Exhibit Number 2 is the letter we received
on the 17th, of May. It's in response to an article

that appeared in the Plain Dealer. The article is

o
3 . , =

3 - -
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laccompanying the letter we received. The article

‘contained quotes by youths that are a member of

»

‘prison. Prison is the lesbian and gay support group
‘at the center. It contains comments by those youths.
|The letter read Dear Whatever or Whoever: Your

enclosed éﬁatements in our éaper today only serve to

prove that people like you are as ocddball as hell.

H

When all of you begin to realize and accept the fact

that what you are and what you do6 is wrohg and

>

immoral, abnormal, immoral indecent, unclean and on
and on and on. For vou, Jenny, stating that being a

N E
lesbo makes you proud serves to make me want to puke.

. ¥

There’s very little empowerment and certainly no -
dignity in being a faggot. Your parents have got to

s S ¢ }
|be the most disappointed people alive. And, if note
[y . A

|then thev‘re as dumb as you are. For you, Jordan,
the only rights you have are the same rights we
already have. However, I%'11 he damn if vou and other

queens deserve special handling like all of you keep

5

{demanding. Finally. Zce, what and whé you belong to
is an abomination in the sight of God. And, whether

or not you think so, some day all of you will roast

in Hell for your sins.r It was signed and had a P.O.

Ja

PR

i
{
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Exhibit 3 is from the Baltdn Waﬁlace College:

Newspaper. ‘BAnd, it explained an incident tha;
‘ %
» Ia

, s . |
|happened there when residence directors jere

. . ( .
expréssing supports for lesbians and gayistudents.

EI S s .
And, they had the signs on their door saéing allied,

e
[N

|benedth a pink trianglé. BAnd, it explains the kind
, ;A
|of vandalism they received on their doorg for posting

LY

those, and how the school dealt with thaq.«

‘The last exhibit is a lettex welreceived.
g ) rs i‘”.
It says personal from New Nazi World Order

|Propaganda Minister, Section Number 1. 4o;u head

%t

Faggot Gay Center ¢f Cleveland. r.e. Gods of Jahad,

“

in parenthesis, (Holy War On The Qﬁeers). It has the
person’s full name and address~attachéd. Spbject.
special notice to;all Neo Nazi groups éoncérﬁing Cia
Directive 378, Gay kinko. Rilling off t£e gay men.
 The'Gods hely ‘war on queers. Behold thy péqple in t?e
midst of the are women: the gates of thy land~shal£
1be set wide open:unto thine enemies. The fireiéhall
‘devour thyv bars. Translated; our cbuptf? will be

cursed if-we don't come down on the sodomies. From

Prbpaéanda Ministry of President Bush's New Neo Nazi

i
3 i}
*

-

+

l
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;ﬁorld Order Sa Kiel: Can be copied. God Bless
|American’s holy war on the queers and may the Lord of
might and hosts raise up godly men among your ranks
‘éo carry out his will. His Holiness, Pope John Paul:
do your country a favor today partner, shoot up a gay
today. 1It's signed and various photocopies of things
that he sent to us. These four exhibits were chosen
the type of violence. hétred: and harassment
‘'committed against gays and lesbians in the Cleveland
area. The dramatic rise in reports of hate crime may
be due td.two factors; one, an increase of visibility
of gay issues, especially lifting the ban on gays in
the military. B&nd, despite this higher lesbian-gay
visibility, inciuding April's march on Washington,
the lack of legal protection for lesbians and gays.
EThe absence' of legal protection and recognition spans
from gay hate crimes of not being recognized to local
ordinances that ban anti-discriminat%on in areas of
housing, child custody, job security and same sex
*Imarriages. The.right to housing is a civil rights
issue. Ehe custody of one's child is,.a human rights

and & civil rights *issye. As it stands now, gays and
Py 4
a#

to be entered because they atre phyéiéal examples of .

Ly
x
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lesbiang aren't even given adequmate protection from

»

being beaten up. All four exhibits given to you .have
%something else in common. They are examples of
hateful, oftén pﬁysically threatening backlashes
against efforts within the community to secure

) » L . - = -
rights, éxpress ourselves in the media or show

e
4

tolerance on college campuses.

We are a diverse and ‘struggling community.

Lesbians and gays-of color'face discrimination and

violence for 2 or 3 different reasons; race, gender
{and sexuality. Gay bashings are on the rise in

Cleveland. <Gay bashings are brutal and dehumanizing.

Why aren't gay bashings considered hate crime?

-

Thank you.

3

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: ‘Thank vou. You can

1 4 A Al *

|continue. ﬁe'll aék our'questions‘as}a group:at the
;end of your presentation. '
PATRICR NICOLITA
« CHAIRMAN BATTLE: My name is Patrick
Nicolita and I'm the liason f£rom the Cuyahoga .County
‘Witness Victim Program to(the Lesbian—~Gay Community
Center; priﬁarily, to the Mary Ann Finnegan Preoject.

»

My role as liason has many different facets.

-

}

»

* 5
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Primarily, in assisting individuals from the Center.

who have been referged to the Cénter through the \
) A &

criminal juétice process. I also provide individual

e

‘therapé for the victims of crime. Primarily today,s I

would like to speak to the effects that individlals
egperience as victims of gay bashing.

o

Within the work that I do for the,

|Lesbian~-Gay Community Center. a number of individuals

who have been vittimg of gay bashing become my-

of the number -0f reports that have been given to the .

o v

‘Commission that have proceeded through the criminal

+ 3

justice system. There are a number of differént

| reasons for this. One being that the individuals

themselves, the vicﬁims, are’ terrified of facing the
£y + n‘g

criminal justice system, when a-possibility of one

being discriminated against or,their sexual

orientation being held against them within a court of

‘law. Another reason being that the individuals:

become very terrified td evern make a police report.

1

{Unfortunately, at times, individuals who are victims

)

of gay bashinhg do not receive any support +in making a

report of a crime to the local police authority.

s

El

q
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As we continue to see arise in the number of
reported gay Bashings from 1992 to 'the comparison of
lthe 6 month statistics of 1983, we see that they aré

|above a rise of 50%., This. becones &larming when we

see that there's only one case out of all of those

cases that has received attéﬁtion by the police and
|detectives, and has actually been brought to the
floor of the criminal jﬁstice system. kThis p%gys
into the‘wéy in which the Yiéfims Fhemselves bedin to
view their own relationsh}p$to the greater social
community, as well as how they are able to deal with
the victimization that they have experienced. l
{Individuals who experience gay bashing are
individuals who face a mﬁ%titude of issues
{confrontirig them in th;éagy, Hot only do they have !
to deal with the issues of“féaﬁr the issues of beiné
!able to go out into the qo@munity once again, issues, "
of security, but alse igéueg 0f their own
|'significance, issues of how they relate to the
greater community, anﬁ.iséue§ of acceptance.

The history of%thé{Uhiteé‘States very much

bears out that the gay minorityv. gay, lesbian and

bisexual individuals haye 'not experienced minimally

]

"
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toleration, let 4lone acceptance. Along history

|within western civilization leads us to seé that gay

LY

|and lesbian and bisexual En@iyiduals have oftentimesg
|been termed sicky }mmorhl,‘sinful and worthy of only
death. Within the United States experience, it @gs
‘been one in which thé gay lesbian and bisexual
fihdividual“has been very much closeted. Within the

text by Atkinson and Hackett published in 1889

entitled Counselling the Non Ethnic Minority in

-

America., there's a very stellar article that states,

and it's entitled, I'd Rather Be Dead:Than Gay. This

x

veﬁ& much typifies the responses that I receive from
the majority of gay, lesbian and bisexual fﬁdividuaLs
that I recéiVe for therapy due to being a victim of
éay bashing. Oftentimes, the individual would much

| rather be dead than to have to face the trauma of

victimization, have' to face the reality of

fconfronting society day after day after day and
- ~r . "

continuing to receive no support. It becomes a very
. 5 v, ’ %
Interesting commentary on our scciety when an

individual would rather be dead than to acknowledge a

part of who they are. - . .

»

§Within the therapeutic'context that I work

al * < . "

=
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lwith, with the victims of  gay bashing, it becomes

‘ ' . oo o R

extremely difficul® to be able to impart to them any

3seﬁsg of trust, secu:ﬁty and minimally acceptances.
d . t . .

1The individual is not“.conflicted by their own

13

|acceptance of their gay. lesbian or bisexual

orientation, but instead is conflicted by the
. L »
response of society itself., What have they done

wrong. In actuality, nothing. It unfortunately

¥

|becomes the responsibility of the victim of gay

4

|bashing to begin to look at his or her sexual
orientation and to begin t6 dquestion. And,
unfertunately, that quéstion at times becomes it

would be much easier to remain in the cleoset. It

«

|would become much éasier. to deny one's own sexual

orientation. ‘It would be much easier than ‘to

45
-3

confront the norms that society has set up.

an
-

The individuals that I deal with as victims

of gay bashing, in working through therapeutic issues
vare able to.come to some resolution and also sgmeg -
|acceptance of what toeok place. Not that they accet .,
 thleact tggt ;iofence.isygll right, but i%stead

L Y

 accept the fact that unfortunately, society does not

understand, and SOC;e@X continues to stand in

"
2 -
¥
R
<

%,

"y » 3 -
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‘judgment. Unfortunatelys the individuals themselves

»

néed to continue to go out day after day .into that
greater society. It bécomes very difficult for me,
lthen, as a therapist, to work with the individuals in

fgetting tHem to any sense of security and trust.

-

It's impossible for me to be able to téll the

individual that they are safe and that their fears

‘are not founded. Unfortunately, I need to reenforce
 With them that, yes, what took place is not only
|wrong, but als; that unfortunately I'm unable to give
them a trust and unable to give to them a fact that a
bashing will not occur again. The individuals then’
lare made -- the individuéls, it becomes necessary for
them to incorporate into part of their day-to-day
dctivity the facts that at any time they ma§ be a
victim. At any,time, due to their orientation, an
individual may feel that he or she has the right to
|1ash out in violenceé, eithe£ verballyybr physically
to this individual on the basis of their orientation,
being different from the "majorif}".1 The statistics
jthat,ha;e been reported become very alarming. Gay

bashing unfortunately is very much on a rise. AS a

larger gay cdmmunity continues to emerge from it's

X
L2
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‘social g@oset and coptinues toc make its voice heard.
Scciety continues fo -act in a way of violence thatt
states these individhals should remain within the
closet. As the gay community continues to besémﬁ
more vocal and more visible. .Unfortunately, we
continue to see a higher‘rate of violence. .
|Statiistically, we know that out of 100 crimes that
are committed, possibly 50% are ‘reported. Out of
those "50%, 10 typically result in an arrest. Out of
those 10, possibly 3 are brought to tr;ala And, out
 of those 3, 1 individual is convicted. That breaks
down to, statistically, to 1 out of 100 perpétrators
of crime becémes an individual who is sentencedﬁby
the criminal justice system. When we look at the
incidences of gay bashing and violence against gay:
legbian and bisexual individuals,,the statistics

*

- |become even more alarming. There'ls not 100

> w 5

‘individualé’who‘ﬁ31l report. Unfortuhaﬁeer the

v

statistics of repbrting crimes are even Tower."
‘Typically the individuals, /it is typically
in@ivfduals who. will report are only individuals who
A A

have been brutally victimized by other individuals.

That raises the statistics to almost 200 incjaences

" e -
4 1
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of agay bashing:. And, out of those 200, unfortunately

>

'within the greater Cleveland area and Cuyahoga

County, we have vet to have one individual whgo has

been b¥cught before the criminal justice system..:

As we continue to look at the rise in gay

bashinsg, as we continue to look at the wverbal and

.

physical harassment that is perpetrated against

=

individuals because ‘of their sexual orientation, it

&

N . i T . n - . . )
becomés more difficult for thHose individuals and

| individuals of the gays leshian -and bisexual

community to have a feelin§ of security within the

community in which they live. Indiviﬂualé make the
argumentation that-gay. lesbian and bhisexual
individuals are looking for "special treatment™.

Gay, 1e$bian ;nd bisexual individuals are not looking .

& L]

for special treatment, they're simply looking for

equal treatment. Unfoftunateiy, gociety does not vet
tolerate and, unfortunately. tolenaﬁce doegs not
| equate acceptance. The gay;%lesbian and bisgexual

individual is not seeking that all individuwals accept

2
%

and embrace a lifestyle that may be contrary to their

-own., But, instedd seek a sense of eguality under the

law, seek a sense of security within the society

r
*

<
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within which they reside and seek to. be recdgnized_as
human beings, possessing the same rights of life,
liberty and pursuit of happiness that are anjoyed by
|all citizens of the United States.

Unfortunately, the work that I do for .
witness victim and liasoning to the lesbian., gay
community center continue; to rise. And;
unfortunately, victims continue to be referred to me.
And, even more unfortunate, it becomes very
Edi_fficult, if not impossible, for me, as a ﬁher?ﬁist,
to impart te them that, ves: it is better to live and
to be gay than to:bF dead and gay. M

Thank you for your time.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Are the others

going to testify also?
MR. BOYTE: No. ’

CHAIRMEN BATTLE: Are there guestions from

therCommittee this morning? Yés, Ms. Powless?

MS.*POWEESSQ I have a guestion. Do you

share your statistics with the Community Relations
|Board. Mr. Thomas? : N
MR. BOYTE: Yes. Those are shared with the

Community Relations; as well as with theé County as

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chichgo; IL
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“there between the city. -

- 1uys

:SuppOEt.

| good description of this person.

well. They are also submitted to the National Gay

Lesbian Task Fotce. BAndy, the statistics from witness

victim are also tallied and sent to the Qhie, the
National Organization of Victim Assistance in

Washington.

£

MS. POWLESS: Do you feel that, or actually -+~

¢

4B

what kind of working relationship deo you have with
the 3glice Department? You have said that you feel *
‘that you get no support or the victims get no

Do you alse feel that your project .gets
maybe Jdess Supportrfhan other groups,\or I'd like %o
hear you speak about what, you know, the relatidnsh{p

£

MR. BOYTE: There weére, there are two cases

|that come to mind where we had victims that were

willing to prosecute. And, the one where a man was

~

beaten up after 1e§viﬁg*with soneone from a bar had a

Tt's what the

vietim was told by the Cleveland Police is that after

L

4
H

he made the report, is that a detective would -not

H

1pick up the investigation until we had the

perpetrator. So, no investidative -- this person, I

should, I guess, give a little bit of what happened

&

1. 3 £ L - &

1
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1

to this person. When hé was at his apartment with

thé perpetrator, he was hit from the back of the head

with a screwdriver and a hammer. I saw the vietim
the next day. He had a wel%y I_guess you call a welt
on the side of his head that was the size of a ping

pong ball. He has a good physical description of the

perpetrator. It's our understanding from the- Police

f H

Department that be it, them being overworked or
perhaps thé brejudice against the gayfﬁesbiang
‘community, there wbulénpe no fol}ow-ug from a
{detective until we came up wtth_the pérpe}raform
1 MS, POWLESS: When you sa%%we,”ﬁhat do you .
mean?

MR. BOYTE: Well; inwéstigated, I went fo
the bar and interviewed the bartender, -interviewed
patrons that had seen. the perpetrator befdge, and we
have some‘rougﬁ ideas. ., We put, we published |

'

inéidence, anonymous inc¢idence repofts in the Gay
: ,

| Pecple's Chronicle, which comes out every two weeks.
And, in that, we had a description of this, person and
received a couple of leads on that. «We are very

oy

short staffed. Three part time voluhteers is what

our staffing is. BSo, part-of-the, we start to make

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chitago, IL (312) 236-4984
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choices between deing education work, such as tlis,

L4
!)”L

and really following up with\viéﬁimsrdoing police

trainings and then doing investigative work. Soy

3

{there's & limit in terms of“how much we can do. But,
‘myﬁexperience so far with the Police Department has

W

not been positive.
MS. POWLESS: Do you feel if you turn -

| something over to the Community Relations Board, that

A

they would follow~up on it?

“

FIIRY

MR. NICO;I%?: The problem yith'turning
something over to the Community Relations Beard ig”
that none ©of the information remains confidential.
;That bBecomes veiy dfffieult at times for a number of
Qicgims. They may or may not be ope;ly gai to the
greater gommunity.n éhat creates a prgblemh then, in
terms of their own confidentiality. The
Yelationships to the police department’s depeﬁds at
times upon the case iﬁ§elf. Fully awére of the fact
I that the police éepaf%ments are very much under
staffed, but,  there's, unfortunately. a r&%é in crime.
iAs.of this year, there's mandatory training;

. X
‘sensitivity training in a number of different areas.
And, one cf those areas includes gay, lesbian and

¥

b

1

<
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bisezxual orientati6n. The pclice departments are

¥

 very.open to that. I think that a lot of what thg
gay, lesbian and bisexual community experiences

becomes an issue of individual officers. I don't
{think it's fair, to be able to lump the entire issue

|intc a particular police department, but more thé

individual response of the foicers:responéing to the

"

x

jerime. -

L‘CHAIRMAN'BATTLEz Other questiopns from the

JCommittee? Dr. Wilson?

MR. WILSON: Mr. Bovte. I've been struck by

=

iyour statement towgida ther end 'of your remarks that
was really more of a plea, why can't people

understand that gay bashing ought to Be @ crime.

1

And, I wasn't sure how to take” that. Are vou <
|implying that it's not a crime at the moment and that
it ought to be made so in statute or *what =-- because

the kind of incidents that you laid out, many of them
fall under, you know:. ‘the ordinary criminal code as
acts of violence or ihtimidation 6r mendcing.

-

Sor
|what more would you like to see done to meet your
| concerns? it ‘ i g

JMR. BOYTE: It's not recognized as a hate

r

B
Fl

% .

o

wooe

¢ T
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Yy ® " v . L
,‘E’MR; WILSON: You want’it spéed receive

“
LN 3 i %

spécifically recognized as a hate crime?

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: You would like to
follow-up on that?

b ” s W

MR. WILSON: ‘Yes. I mean., of course; Ohio

b
¥

is, has had an ethric intimidation act, but I

'‘believe, did it alsosinclude sexual orieéntation?’
. ¥, & L4
k3

MR. LEVENTHAL: Yes, it did. ,

‘3

MR. WILSON: Then, the Ohio Supreme Court

declared it unconstitutional, but that's being

bd

revised, and you may very well have—suchhg iaw on the

books agidin soon. The 6nly thing I would ask vou

with respect to that is where your organization comes

4

guestions. Some of the incidents, a*m;norify of
|them, but ‘a few of the incidehts that you have
Ya ¥

reported there asg acts of harassment in one"sense of
‘the word; they are haéassmenf& But, it probably

|constituted protected free speech as well. If I .

« 2

‘could just get your reac%iqngio that problem:
MR. BOYTE: Suré. We value free speech very

‘highly. . The incident of the billboard, ¥for instance,

h 3

down on the free spéech guestions, First Amendmient g
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that is not dncluded in the statistics that I read.

Twe find it offensive, but understand that that®s a

4

protected speech. Clearly, the letter f:omJthe Ku

P

|klux Klan would not be a protected speech; that's a

‘hate“and death letter. Not being a lawyer, I don'*t
believe that the anonymous letter would proﬁab1§ be
protected speech. My personal experience with the

issue of the First Amendment. I was in correspondence

» |with Mr. Syzak, the person that put up the billboard

cwns the ‘company that produces the signs, and it

received quite a bit of local press: It was in 3

*

newspapers, the picture of it was. The letter I
‘lreceived back from him justifying the billboard was
that its, it's protected speech. It's been my

experience that hateful expressions are simply

4

justified by being protected by the First Amendment.

Otherwise, the reason that he put it there fE‘becausp

i

{it's protected, is basically the reéponse he gets
back. Whend Ittalk about the imbaét that has on

'people that don't know éhyane that's gay -or iesbian,

e

that may have homophobic tendencies but never acted

' them out can lead with the kind of bashings that

I3

-

we've experienced. And, you know, I don't feel that

5 ¥

4

-

T
%
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| the sign should be takeén down for legal reasors.
|But, our experience, gt"least with thi% petrson, was

. 1
.|that" his defense of it was simply that it's protected

e

speech. That wasn't my argument with him. It was' )

T

why would you do this? This leads to these kind of

|behdviors. Certainly, we have a problem with the
‘radié show: There's different ways of doing it ?th

equiating gays with Jeffrey Dalmer. So, that
incident, anyways, wa's‘not in the statistics because
I don't believe it to be.

MR. WILSON: Thank vou.

. °  CHBAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal? °

-

MR. LEVENTHAL: Along those same lines, Mr.

¥

, - . 5 . ;
Boyte, you tead a letter or a quotationh from one of
your documents there saying, "do the world & favor,

go out and kill a gay®", and it was wsigned, I bélieve.:

Now, I'm not a Comstitutional lawyer. but I do know
that name caiiing is protected, but.incitiné to* riot

is not protected. Bnd., I think it behooves an =

*
-

organization like yours to report something like this

r £

Jto the police department because, at least iﬁ‘my

|opinion, and it could be ,checked out, it's inciting °

lte riot. Now, they may not do anything about it; but =

= 3
1 . . &

g z
* A &

> %
kg

Y
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[at least they can let the perpetrator of that act
know that if he contfnueﬁ on tﬁat basis, it's a

crime. So, I would suggest-ghat you look into that.

N ES
w

MR. BOYPE: Mr. Leventhal, we called the
postal inspector the day weé received the letters We

were referred to\tﬁe FBI. The FBI told me that they

would come and pick up the letter., which they never
did. A week to 10 days latery I called back the FBI

to see if they were picking this up. I'm only in the

office as a volunteer 1 to 2 days a week, ﬁhey told

jus to mail a copy of the letter to them,:which we
t + <

did, we've heard nothing back yet from the FBI.

MR. LEVENTHAL: You have done what you could *

L3

do. Thank’ you.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions for Mr.

7

:Boyte or Mr. Nicolita? I ?ave.a couple. 1I'd like
vou're view of the legislation in those juaisdictions
that have been able to émact legislation based on
.sexual orientation; human riéhts ordinances, et

cetera across .the ¢ountry. I don’t know whether

there's one in Cleveland or not. but in those

jurisdictions where, you know, they've been &nacted.
; , ] )
how would you charadcterize their effectiveness. Are

*
]

J (3

&
2
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| theéy, marginally effective, are they just paper drills’

or do théy accorgdging, by your knowledge, have any

real teeth? Can they be enforced or are they being

-

enforced?

MR. NICOLITA: If ‘I may address the guestion?

Yes, they are effective, to the degree of their

|effectiveness. I believe it's too early to be able

to tell that. When we look at such legislation, it

[

(o

has almost a ripple effect in tetrms of the effect

| that it may have on the greater community. It dllows

[« b

| for the gay, lesbian and bisexual community to

understand that they have been recognized. and that
there's some protection for them. That, then, begins
to translate to the greater ccmmunity that there is

1

'some protection for these individuals.

history of gay, lesbiah and bisexual orientation and
behaviors as being seen.as abncrmal, outside “of the

ordinary and, therefore, unacceptable. The
2

"

legislation itself begins to address that issue.
And, in addressing that issue, then., gives to the

gay, lesbian, bisexual community a sense .of security

"

and begins to them also educate and impact oh the .

-

Unfortunately, what we are looking at is a long .

A
-
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greater community. Hopefully. then. dropping the
statistics, of bashing and violence and ha:aésﬁént.
that takes place.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. One additional. '

¢

-lquestion, the organization Stonewall, has a history

of following, trfacking, monitoring the same issues. -
Is there & lot of cooperation and coordination

|betweern Stonewall, Cleveland, and the Mary Ann

¥
1

MR. NICOLETA: All of the organizations

¢

(%
’

[work in harmony with one ancther. HMary Ann Finnegan,

o

»

Stonewall, Act Upy I believe another one is even
Queer Nations so that whaE we are able to do as one
{large body is to begin to address thé issues that

face the community &s a whole. -

1 1]

CHATIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Are there any
other gquestions? Ms. Ortega? ‘
| MS. ORTEGA: You mentioned.that you do
‘SEnsitivity training with the police department. 1Is
’that an integral part of their training or is that
something that's just déne as per needed basis or how

is that? r

MR. NICOLETA: By recent legislation, I

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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ethnic minorities. S0, it has now become a mandatory

believe it was in 1993, it has now become mandatdfy

|that all cadets receive sensitivity training,

sensitivity training in terms of ethnic and non

-

]

part of the training.

*

MR. BO¥TE: If I could add to that,; along

with the, I guess the state mandate for that

 training, there was no budgét to provide for the

x

‘'training. So, anything that we dgo is pure volunteegi*
Zand that would include any kind of resourcgs, videos
that we need to order, any kinds of materials that we
would present, as well as thé time going imke it.

We've asked for $50 honorariums, but that,has not :

been honored. If I can speak to a guestion you asked

twoo questions ago, the only cities or municipalities

‘that I'm real familiar with in terms of legislation

‘that has heen passed was what wént on during the

-

camﬁaign in November in Oregon and Colorado. And,

the during the campaigns in both states,; there was

something like a 100% increase in the amounts of

»
’

o

reported viclence. When the initiative, anti-gay

initiativie passed in Colorado, the incidents rosge

even more. Whén: the initiative failed in Oregon, the

L
"\

<
v 7
s

-

x %
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violence decreased dramatiéally. So, it's my

opinion, based on these typé c¢f things, that what,

that who society says is proiected and who soc¢iety

says has civil rights does have a direct impact on "
violence against those people.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: ©Other questions. f£rom the

k]

Committee?
Thank yveu very much, gentlemen.

MS. RAINBROOK: . I'm not the regular

N o

speaker, but I would really like to respond to Mr.

-

Wilson's comment about the Pirst Amendment right to

|free speéch. .

"

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Please, could you state

¥

your name, Spell your name, for the recordery so that

|youtre a part of the record?

r

MS. RAINBROOK: My name is Judith Rainbrook,

R-a-i-n-b~-r-o-o0~k, and I'm the Executive Director of |

| the Leésbian Gay Community Service Center, a position

|I'Ve *held for about three weeks: )
I feel that there is & real éistinctioq, Y
|petween First Amendment rights to £ree speech and

5
verbal harassment. And, I would give ‘an example that
certainly that the white suprémacist gr%ups‘in this

"
#
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‘community and in other communities, I give an example
is the hoorah thev had in Chicago a couple of years
lago ;hen there were people doing major protests im
|the street saying that the Holocaust never happened
Land the Jews shouldn't, yoeu know, shouldn'§ have the
same rights as everybody else. And, they were doing
really hateful thimgs, but ;t was their free speéch
right., to «do that. BAnd, they\had the right to do
|that. But I don't believe that anybody would Supﬁort
their right to stand up in a restadrant and confront
someene and say hey, you dirty kike. Wgaé are you and
your Jewish princess wiﬁg doing in here? TWe don't.
1ikezJeWSahere. That's got a First Amendment right
|to free speech, that's a verbal assault and that's
what gays and lesbians cont%n&e‘to be confronted by
on a day—-to—-d&ay basis, with the Sense that there is
novhere Fhat they can go that's safe to protect .
themselves. They can't call the police because they
expect to receive the same. I mean, the cops, we

»

have lgts of incidents of people being generally

N

just, when they're harassed on the street being

|called faggots by the cops. And, it's that sense,
you know, it's not ‘like we‘re talking about issues

' -«
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here, we're talking about- people feeling unsafe in
|their homes, feeling unsafe walking down the street;

feeling unsafe having dinner with their family merely
|because they're gays and lesbians, and that really is

4

not a free speech issue.

. CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Any additicnal

closing comments? Thank you very much for giving us
) « o ‘;5

the ‘information this morning.
Thank you.

CHAIRMAEN BATTLE: {ir. Jackson and Rev. Rose?
K .
|Good morning. .

£

RONALD R. JACKSON

-

Gocd morning, my name is Ron Jackson, and

i'm the Executive Director of the Board of Community

Relations for the City of Toledo. 1I've held that

%

position since January 4th of 1993. Prior to that, I

¢ e N 4 .
spentqzs years as a Toledo police cffiter, retiring

as Deputy Chief of Police in Ocktober, 19%2. 1I'm glad

to be with you this morning. And, te my left is Rev.
Rose, whE,I will allow to introduce hi&self.
MREVQPROSE: I'm Rev. Floyd Rose. I don't
:head a éivgl rights organizgtion, T“ﬁ~n6t,a civil

rights leader. I'm not a community leader. No

»

s R

&
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community has ever elected me to lead it anywhere. I

Espeak only, for ‘myself and for those people whose

tviews I share on any given subject at any éiven time.
RONALD JACKSON

The report that you have in front of you is

a compollation of reports that the Bcard of Community

Relations has recorded sinceV19§8, and this deals

with. are racial and ethnic¢ intimidation reports

which were received by the Cleveland Police

-

Commission. As you can see, we break those down inte

different categoriesgby type, type of incident,
'proﬁerty related, target group; geographiéal areas
‘a:e reported incidents, then break down by month of
the‘iﬁgidents that are reported to the police

Iy

division. And, this report is pretty well, pretty

?

self explanatery., talks about the numbers that have
‘been reported and .the types of offenses frbmf
harassment, criminal damages, assault, menacing,
‘arson, vandalism, robbery, cross burning, r;pe. The
groups are broken down by race; Black, White,
Hispanic, other. And then, geographial areas

represents the City of Toledo, northeast, southwest

where the events are taking place and break down by

o
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|month. * -

I thought that thisg information may be
relevant to your committee with regard to the City of

Toledo as far as reported incidents are concerned.

The last page is a report that covers January through

;through‘July of 1993 and shows the total number soc .,

A

far réceived as b;ing 20, 20 reported RRE's. I would
also like to state that., a;d I'm sure that you're
familiar that the RRE or intimidation law has been
suspended pending modification, I assume, by the
State Supreme Court. It was found to be

unconstitutional and is now in limbo. For all

intents and purposes, it's not being enforced. So,

jusé to bring that to your attention this morhing.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you.

Rev. Rose?

REV. FLOYD ROSE.

I don't have a comment on the report, I

<

|think that speaks for itself. I suppose I would like

to speak to the City of Toledo's response to several

‘incidents. Perhaps you read the most recent problem

invelving an off-duty white police officer who shot a

6-year—-old black child. TLet me share with you the
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official response to that shooting. It was
|absolutely nothing. And, in fact, shortly after=he'
was, ot the night the kid was shot -- let me back up:
This young boy 6 vears gld was with a friend who was
also 6 years old, and tﬁey walked through the
off-duty policeman's yérd, and they started throwing
-nocks in an empty swimming pool wherg there was a lot
of cother debris éﬁat had been there perhaps: as many

7
as five Vears. The police officer came back, came

out, found them andmwith a gun in his hand, grabbed
thém. One boy was able to just get away and while
the storyab;comes a blur at this point, the kids
story to me was that he then let him go and dropped
|him, and then shot him in the leg. The police
lofficer says it was an accident, heldidn't even know
the boy was shot, and that's why he didn't bother to
call for help or assist him in any way. Thegboy
crawled out of the Backyard and under a fence and out
into a field where he WES»about,% or, 6 minutes when
|the father of the other boy came and took care of
‘him. He was,i- when hisg father called 911 and the

|Toledo Police came, they confronted this officer and

 he was temporarily detained. But then, the county

-
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prosecutor ordered that he be released without bond

and without charges. The next day, this was 6n a

{Satuirday night. The next day I made a statement to

the press, along with his mother, with regard to this
incident and how we thought- it would have been
handled if, in fact’ thafghad been a white boy and a
black‘police officer. The next two days later, I
believe it was Mr. Ron Anderson ~- Ron Jackson called
me and informed me of a meeting that was being held
in the Mayor's conference room. And, here's wheré I
want to begin the sort of official response .to
incidents like this.

In attendance ‘was myself, a representative
of the PBI, the Chief of Toledo Police,
representative of the prosecutor's office, the Mayor

of Toledo, the President of NAACP and severdal others

whom the press have designated as "community leaders

3

or civil rights leaders", even though none of us have

been elected to lead any community énywhere. 2and,
the only person who heaﬂsaa civil'rights ogganization
in Toledo, to my knowleédge, is Alan McConnell, who is
President of the NAACP. For almost two hours. we

talked about the incident and the police and the

HALSELL & HALSELI. REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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prosecutor®s response to it. Host of the questioﬁs

)
were raised by myself. As we neared the end of the
discussion, someone said, and I don't remember who
now, what we need to do now is have a news conference

and announce that were all together on this issue and

we all understand and accept as valid the police and

|the prosecutor's reaction to this. And we believe

that, in fact, they would have done the same thing if

|the officer had been black and the child had been '

white. I said to the group, I will not participate

in that because I don't believe that. And, I will

not be a part of this farce, and so I left. And, I

|jalsc said to them, I will not say anything:aboéut this

because I don"t want to cast any doubt on you and on

S

|your sincerity, but I willi not, I cannot accept that

z

in good conscious. I received a call later from "The

Blade®, who informed me that they had been informed

by somebody in the group of what my feelings were.

'And so. I then made them public.

Now, we conducted a march, walked from the
scene of the incident four'mi;es to the Oregon Police
Station. Along the way. there were signs that were

as anti-Floyd Rose as they were anti the marchers.

X

*
-t
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{When we arrived, there Were'hacklers that were

5 ?

‘reminiscent of the 1%60°'s, all thé vicious, racial
islurs and iomething I hadn't heard before. but we
were dignified. The marchz it was -one of the mOSt
Hdigni%ied that I've ever participated in, and the
most disciplined, especially under the cirgumsta?ces.
There were‘§0ung people, of course, in the group,

there were about 150 of us. What concerns me is not '

what the hecklers did. The press, particularly the

"Toledo Blade"” and ‘Channel 11 gave more credencee in
effect, to the pro;esﬁeIS“ihan they did to the march.

It was their faces and their signs that were on the

front page of "The Blade"., and the whole thing was ar

™

|was denouncing Fleyé& Rose in particular, and the

"
ey

march in general. They rever mentioned that a

princiﬁai speaker was Rev. Robert Kup, who heads a 7.

ar'd

8 ot 900 member churchy former President .of NAACP.

N > - . * -
they never méntioned his name.

"

| hecklefs and their regction to me, but-they never .

°

They talked about the

mentioned the whites that were in thé march. They )
nevetr mentioned the school administrators, the school

&

teachers, the law student's, the impression was left
! ~ &

N “

|with the readers that theése were "Rose protesters”,

v

“..
t
.

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicado, IL (312) 236-2984



10
11
i2
i3
14
15
16
17
18

19

21
22

23

¥

N

|
%
1

and they weré:.a bunch of mindless people wholivwere
|being led by a senseless leadetr. ' By doing that, they

created an image of me that was unworthy of v

w

everything.that T gtand for.  And, at the same time,
thé§ began to pick out Blatks that they have given

title as community leader, who would disagree with

Il .

Flovd Rose and made that a big issue. And, in fact,

{there was one brother with a sign confronting me -

v 4 ¢

while- the hecklers were behind us shouting all kind

of £ilth.. He had a sign condemning me. The news fok
%

picked up’ that, that was real important to them

becduse he was a bhlack wan when, in fact. if we had

~ «
&

l1eft him out there, we probably wouldn't have found
him later. 2And., he had sense enotigh to leave when we

left. And. he had aiso sense enough or didn't have

| the” courage enough t6 stand with the whites who were

heckling as though he was expressing some of their

- Ll

sentiments. Now, 3 .6f 4 days later, we received

% a

“

|g@nother call. There was a community meeting to
 soméﬁow quiet down the racial tensions. You'héve to
understand what. happened in Toledo.fﬁThere were no
blacks and whites %ighting as a result of this

incident, absolutely nohe. I walked into that area

» 43
N

k
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‘'This was a c¢reation of the press. Now, was there any

o

three times, talkéd to people all over the ared, not

¥

one time;ﬂnct oné time did I see any hint of any Ekipd

Tof racial tension. .But, every time the press, every
- % R

time the news would come oh, they'd talk about racial

W - " ¥, »

|tensions in east Toledo. There was absolutely none.

« R 1
1. ®

W

injustice there? Cértainly. Was there unfair

i

treatment? Certainly, but racial ténsions, no. _Aand

' then, they pretenéed that thé real reason for the

Fa ¥

'7. * fy ‘N»
racial tensions was this preacher .named Flovd Rosey

and that they .call, a civil rights activist. and, I'm

- H

&5; 3

|not sure what that means.’ I have never called myself

* £

anything, but a preacher. And, my associdte told me,

o 4 ®

‘remina%é mE té tell’you‘thdg I'm the Pastor of the

@ kN *

[Family Church Without Walls. Aftfer that, and I'll be

"

finished, the Polic¢e Chief of Oregeon sat in my

3
. 2
¥ >

office, ih my office and assured me that the

o |

‘administrative hearing would be expedited. He had

T

{already beéen charged with and indicted on feloneous

¥

L

assault with 2 gunlSpec, which meant that at ‘the' very_

least, he éouid‘get 3 years for the gun spec and 8 to

-t W

15 on the feloneous assault.charge. In the meantime.

3 v »

‘his house is torched. His house is torched. Then;

&
-

4 N

=

a3

*
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¥

they, ‘the press pretended that it was the march that
the Rev Floyd Rose lead that ‘caused thé kind of

hatred and bitterness that gave birth to the torching
of the house. First of all, we don't know who.

> ¥

‘éorghéd‘his house..ﬁI do know that either with or ‘
Wiﬁgouﬁ his knowledge, hut ceztain;y in his best
lintere&st that housé‘was torchéd‘beéauSe he's theaoniy
one that bénefited by it. It credted an atmosphere

»

of sympathy that transﬁbfﬁéd’him from a villian into

13

& kY

L] > T '7' S - " til 3
a victim. And, the policé chief then said, becausg

qu the fire, we‘dQn‘t know when we will have the

: |administrative hearing. It was indefinitely
PDStpOngd. We started writing Iéttersf We came back
|a week “later, they‘deciéed té go ahe;d ah@;have the

3 . &

administratiye hearing. Then, after the Firearms t
F3 \‘:ﬁ‘ o Ll
v, ® PP s ' . s o

|Review Board determined that the shooting was without -

e
o

k]
|justification, théy decided or the police chief

decided that he didn't know when he“would make his
. ¥ - L

'decisrdﬁ about whether te terminate the officer.

It's that kind of thing that creates, in,our minds,

the differende in what black folks seem to“ﬁgght for
in Toledo and what white folk«seem to £ight for. Our
agendas are different, Theirs seem to be domination

*
&

1
[]

“
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LI
|and control. Ours seem td¢ be justice and equality.

"Ju

And, until we have the same .agenda, the unity rallies

like we had yesterday will mean nothing. And, by the

-

Way e thhtmunity rally, and I'm not sure what it
.megﬁt, I'm no; sure what the intent wasy but nobody
1showed‘up, “Most o©f Ehe people that showed up were
‘White folks because it was a real safe event. %The
;politicians were there. the NAACP was there, but
‘nobody was invited te speak W£Q would have challéﬁged
Lanyﬁgfﬁg that was going on. 86, that's my concern

|more: than anything else. It's not the racial

‘tensions. I don't know what that means. "I just hear

»

|it from the press. I read about it in "The Blade®,

‘|But I know that there are great injustiéés there, and

o . b

that blacks are not treated in the samé”wéymgs white..

%ofgfve the long statemehts, but I wanted to

5
£

get that in.

+ -

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: That's all right. We've
allocated an hour for this segment. That includes:

" |of course, questions from the Committee.

Are there things that you'd like to add
‘before we open it ‘up to questions from the Committee?

MR. JACESON: - I'm sure I can probably go

2 F
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|lback and try and respond, but I don't think that

would be useful. . The officer shooting and the arson

{of his house, in the 'opinion of the administration,

14 2
did give risé to some tensions, and there were some,

%

plans: to alleviate those tensions by conducting

meetings, whic¢ch we did have a meeting at the Ravine

g

Park Shelter House between residents from the Van

& L

Buren Street area and residents from the Ravine Park

A

‘prcject. At that particular meeting, there was a lot

N

lof venting frustration and anger, et ceter&, and

|theré were a lot of attacks at Rev. Roserand also at

the news media by at least the Van Buren Street

group. And, the other thing I thought that was

limportant at that meeting was that there were a lot
yof‘people who just came forth and gave their

opinions, okay. What we did, from the Board of

g W

‘Community Relations, owr Board of Community Relations

is responsible for maintaining harmonious

pr «

‘relationships betwéen races and ethnic groups. I

need to explain that. That's our function. In the
City of Toledo, we lired a psychologist te accompany

us to that r¥ally to get a féel for what'é‘éEinq on,

X

and we relied on her expertise with regard to. first

Y]
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Léf éﬁl, having the event and then secoﬁdlyf wh;n to
_té:miné%e it -based on her express opinion. And, it

|was simply to bring people®todether, allow theﬁiio i
vent their frustrations and then later we develqggg
w'ﬁmaller groups f;om both communiies who are meéting

on a regular basis. So, that's kind ¢f where the

S

Board of Community Relations is dinvelved in this

*
%

whole thing. And, that's really, you know, my

|statement. I'm sure you'll have some questions.
1
But, just to give you an idea of the hat that I wear

with regard te the City of Toledo. .

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Questions, Committee

T, v ?

|meémbers? . .

Y
3 o

JiS. POWLESS: I'Ve got one.

<

CHATIRMAN BATTLE: Yes, Ms. Powless? ' ’

ME:- POWLESS: + We did hear from.the

y
» ®

Cleveland Board of Community Relations person -

festerday and he ta}kedkabout reporting and lack of
geéortin;é Do you have any sense of whether people
that are egﬁefieneing hate crimes, Wheth;r or not

|they are rgpcr;ing in Tcdledo?

*

MR. .JOHNSON : Well, I woiild have to rely ‘on

my police backgrouné\ If you excuse méyithat somehow

¢ t -
3

A

3
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|seems to oveérlap. I guess that's just the way it | ¥
qégsr but«tﬁa;'s.true. What I found, and I headééxg

* lkhis paéticular unit, that.was o§é of my co
responéibil;tiesg I was in charge o@ all the

investigations, detective bureau in Toledo. What I .~

¥
|{found was that once this law was suspended, and even

before, but sSpecifically once this law Wés*sﬁspendedg

that the humber  of reported incidents began to tail"

-
LS

off. BAnd, if you'll look at your records, you go

I

back ta lgé&, you'll see that there’s a large number,‘*&
and then they kind of £fell off, and they came back. N

ahnd you'll .sée a fluctuation in those numbers.

¢ ¥

But:,
|t6 specifiecally answer youtr question, I think that

|there's an ‘under reporting of such incidents. And,

PR 3. x

TAnéy I'm SuL§>that

3

there &re many reasgnsg for it.

1Rev.. Rose probably has somnie ideas with regard to this

-

1as. well. I think that it's a matter gf éolerance of
the'zcmmun;ty. And, alse; I think that therée's a
nrgfﬁctangé‘?ecaUSéﬁthere's perhaps nd&.éﬁ;mgbh
.Cohfiden;e in the ;yste@r and thatEZLOne of. the
reasons, or d couple of reasons why:i;‘s

y A . .

|underrepotted. But, .I do think its underreporting..

REV., ROSE:

-

One of the things I thought was

» .
- b ¥ ‘ K]

» v
¥

<

M ¥
- *
e * A

=
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1 interesting was that the Arian Nation, I believe,

2 circulétgd sgme flie;s in the oregon area, the

3 téiephone némber on it that it was for whites only.

4 If you call this number, they'll tell you where this

5 rally was going to éey et cetera. And, someone

6 called me énd‘gaVe me the number. And, I called and;

7 of course, they were talking about Blakcs and niggers

8 and just and the whole thing abdut this rally that

9 was coming up. What I thought was interesting, when
10 kthe’?epbrter from the Associaéed’?ress got fhold of
11 | somebody somewhere in Oregon, I believe somewhere out
12 h west; he asked Ehem Why d; you think that the people
13 _in the Toledo ared& would-be susceptible to this kind
14 of rélly? What is it about Toledo or Oregon that
i5 makes you think that you can récrﬁit people there?
16 IThaF‘s what I found interesting. When you look at

17 |what happened, a kid gets shot. the police chief does
'18 1not call the mother ahd say I'm sorry, a deputy did,

- 19 but not thé police ¢hief, the Mayor never said *

20 anything, nobody from city council said anything, but
21 once thé officers and nobedy, no o;fitial in Toledo,
22 not E single one, not the Mayotr,., not anybody who is
23 ‘presently on council, not anybody running for council

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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¥

-
&

except one maﬁ;.;arry Clark, Larry Whiting Clark,

even bothered tc call and say I'm sSorry. But, when

~

the white man's house was torched, they were rurnning

over each other's féet to get to the camera to talk

labout how terrible this is. I don't understand that.

And then, the Police Pidtrolman™s Association of
Oregén set up police fund, defense fund for the

B} N

officer. T have no problem with that exéept if it

|was an accident, there should’ bé some concern about

<

his incompetence. If it was delibérate, they
certainly ought to want to distance thémselves from

him. So, that's the kind of thing we've got going
on, and that's why "the Arian Nation felt, in my

‘judgment, that it wWas fertile ground for recruiting.

MR. JACKSON: There was another incident,
too, that involved a grogp?that called themselves the‘
Ariah Religion that was uhcaVénqdhywéheIATF in

Ty
Toledo. The plot ~- : g
4 -
CHAIRMAN BAETBQ: Could yolt translate, ATF?

s

MR. JACKSON: Yes, Alcoholy"Tobacco,
Fireafms, Justice.Department; discovéred a plot to
,alleg?dly bomb the Wiler Homes, which is a

predominantly Black project area, again on the east

r -
> @

at

#

»
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side, not tov far from Ravine Park, probably 2 miles

from Ravine Park. Again, MéfgoPOlitan Housing

¥ *

Authority project. That preceded the events th%t

1

[Rev. Rose is talking about this morming. &nd so we,

apd we feel that the Arian Nation, based on those
incidents, probably has a feél;ng’that‘Fhéréis .
‘fe;tile ground in the Teoledo area to gd recruiting,
and that was one of the reasons for the rally. The
ralley that we had on yesterday was thHe exact date
that the Arian Nation inéicate& that they were gﬂinq“
to hévé their rally. That's why we hhaéogr,counter
rally, if you will, that was the reason for the
rally. Ahd, I won't go into*detai{s as to who was
invited to speak, but we wanted t; keep ét non
political as pessible. Sd, basically:.’no one who is
|running fofgoffice was allowed to spéaklgt that
'rally. That waé'the reason for it. .

CHAIRMAN BATTLE:

&

the committée? . . :

Are there questions from

a

¢
“ H

Question of fact, Mr. .Jackson.

°

g MR. WILSON:

How many people did the, is it‘ATF.dssqgiate with

this Arian Religion group? Lt .

© MR. JACKSON: Just two, to my Kknowledge.

X

> N
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And, there were possibly 3 or 4 others who had

knowledge of .it. From what my understanding éh& from
my police background, I would assume that these two

w v

* |had ‘told three otheré, and ohe or two of those had

turned the inférmdtion ocver ta the ATE.

X -

MR. WILSON: These are Toledo area

w T
residents? t

MR. JACKSON: Yes.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Ms. Rodemeéyer?
3 MS. RODEﬁﬁYER: kAm I to, understand that you
.consiger the shootiné of the child a ﬂate crime?
MR. ROSE: No. : ; i o5

MR. JACKSON: Are you asking me? -

MS. RODEMEYER: Yes, yes. .

MR, JACKSON: ©No, nho, I do not.

MS. RODEMEYER: Do you consider it ‘racially

+ % ¥ ¢ «
‘motivated in any way. or is this the kind of man who -

would shoot children?

“

- MR. JACKSON: You know, those type$ of i
crimes, and where I differ with Rev, Rose ié“thisr

s, 2

with regard to his example, but let:pezsay this to

. L. & i N 3 o » . 3 3
you. I think you know we cannot get inte a persocn's
>

ming unless they admit that that was a moétive. Then,
. e ¥ )

;; .
3 . ; . >

EN

~

A

»

3
€ Ry
<
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to how they treat that case because police officers

|there is a noise ocutside of my house, I can arm

we won't know. Ands you only can presume, based on

= 1

|informatiom that you have, evidence that you have.

Y

We know that the child was shot. We know that the

tofficer had no reason to have & gun in his hand. He

r

was wrong. But, what his motive was, unless you can

get into his mind or he admits, we cannot say it was
racially moﬁivated. The example that Rev. Rose gives
with regard to how he was treated, lét me just sa&
that I do differ with him in that, .I'm familiar with
wh%t the prosgcuto?'g process is, and when yvou're
dealing with‘a police officer who is charged with any
criminal offense; any criminal offense, the

prosecutor’s office is very, very careful with regard

P

are very difficult to convict, okay. Difference

between a police officer and a citizen is I, as

police officer, can'carry a gun 24 hours a day. If

*

myself and go outside. You cannot, as a citizen,
okay. That's the difference. There is a difference
between a civilian and police ocfficer, okay. The
other thing is w%th r;gérd to the prosecutor we, as

police officerg, as investigators, rely on them to

«
® " 4
¢
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X
-
x

determine where our facts lie, whether of not we have

a case. If wé had charged that officer with a icharge

|that night and we had cirgumgtances to indicate some

x4

icharge and later found that §his Wwas a more serious
|charge or if the child had, in fact, succumbed or ~
.dieﬁr then we are stuck with the original charge.® .
And, that's scmething that has to be taken into

consideration. o )

Sécondlyr my Secdnd&e2qution to Rev. Rose's

£ s

statement is this, I have been a po;ice officer 25

vears "and I*ve not seen a black officer shoot a white
child. That example has never come up. 8o, how can
you say that he was being treated differently? You.

can't. You can only surmise thet, perhaps, he would.
And, I understand his concern with the system, but
the facts are, I'm not familiar with any similar

13

lcircumstances.

REV. ROSE: May I respond to you? That's

correct, and I nevet gaid that, and Floyd Rose never

<

'said not one time that that shooting was racially

motivated. That's the problem. The press always
i b4 < £ ;

says if I make a statement about anything and never
|merition race, if Blackg and whites are involved,

. 2
b3

L

ook
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lvear in jail in a wheelchair. How, it's my

Blacks and whites &re involved in it, they say that
‘Fleyd Rose*made it a racial incident. I don't knoaw
why he shot the kid,+I know he shot him. Now, if

.

you're,K asking me to believe in my heart that if that

|Jofficer hadlbeenfﬁiack‘ané that kid had been white,

%o

|that the whife community would not have risen up and

said, yeu got to dd«éémething about this, that's
nonsense. If they had, they should have. If they
‘wowldn®t have, they should have. That ought not be

tolerated, yefiod. * s

Second point I want to make with regard to

*

|them holding him. There was a guy in our march who

*

‘accidentally shot himself, and they took him to the

hospital and straight on to jail for discharging a

firearm. Another man in a wheelchair was .in my
4

office the other day: a brother in a wheelchair shot

3 ’ x

jout his window, just through a windov. and he speht a

lunderstanding, and maybe I'm wrong, I'm mot a lawyer,

| . “ ) /
but I do know that Blacks have been hauled into Jail,

they have been chdrgéd with something {now and later

other charges have been leveled &gainst them. I
/

don't think anybody is going to deny this.  I'm o
. L? .
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1 ﬂéaying ;hat at le%;t for the sake of the coﬁmuni%y,}
2 |they, could have held him, as I understand, legé%ly,

3 land if I'm-wrong somebody correct me today. 28

4 perhaps 72 hours without viclating his rights while,
5 ‘ they determined the flagnitude of the charges. But,

6 "|gér you to make me believe that if that officer-had

7 :been Black, if, I'm sayingvﬂand the kid had been

8 white, they’?ould%haveigimply detained him aﬁa told

9 him ‘to go on home and t¢ get bBack with him. Well,,
10 éhaé}s not the Amgrica I Krnow and that's certainlyg
11 |not the Toledo that I've héd‘éxperience with.
12 CHA}RMANsBATTLE: Other qgestions? ‘éés, M.
13 ? Ortega? L

14 MS. ORTEGA: MHr. Jackson, then, did I hear.
15 am I hearing correctly when I heard you say you thigk
i6 that hate crimes. or racist crimes are u;der reported?
17 " MR. JACKSOY: Yes.

18 . . HS. ORTEG%: So that we really dp?‘t have a
19 'sense in terms of whether there®s an increase’in them
20 or- whether they're decrea£}n9<simply because we don't
21 'have good or accurate statistics?

22 MR, ﬂACKS?N: That's my assumption. And,
23 not only hatefc;imes, but Aiithher c:imes: ‘And. if

E]

¥
4
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|that, in fact, and that has been proven, then we have
no reason to believe that these types of crimes are
not under reported as well. Again, the other thing I
.mentioned was the tolerance level of communities, and
T think that that's something that has to b€ taken
into consideration there. And, by that, I mean that
a lot- of times incidents may take place that may be
racial, They are resclved in one other manner,
.either through fisticﬁffs or through, rebuttals or
whatever. And; it's just completely forgotten and

I not reported. So, also, again, the tclerance level
of that particular community, the histoxical
{perspective of those communities and things like

*

that, all those things must be taken into

-

consideration when you talk about reporting of racial

‘inqidents. '

REV. ROSE: May I, I don't k;ow, I heard an
‘interesting comment about "a lady earlier with respect
to the gay ltesbian situation, about verbal abuse,
‘verbél assault. When we're in & restaurant, you have
;no right to blah, blah, blah. If you sPeék in terms

of telephone calls, following this incident and just

about every incident I'm inyolved in in Toledo, my

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL"® (312) 236-4984
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1,
?

Lphon@ rings off the hook. ,A11 kirnd of vicious §tuﬁf,
what they are going to.do to me and all that stuff:

With the excebtion of 4 or 5 calls, I just let it go.

e

¥
Bit, 4 or 5 of the calls that I received over the
last; two weeks, last three weeks I, they were placed

on“my answering service, and I took them away tucked

¢ 4 Y

them away just in case'something happened. Those

were the only ones I th&ﬁght would have been serious.

- »

The. police stationed the first, the night the house

was burned, they got. soime infoermation that somebody

was geing to burn my hbuge in retaliation. And. the i

officers came out and they were sitting around my

-

lhouse. I w§s¢out“of towny,: and I pulled up and saw .
|'them. I wanteéd to know what was going on, and they
teld me. " And. I asked them. if they would leave.
 Théy said they couldn't do that because they had

orders to dc that. My feeling about that kind of

ki

stuff is most people ain't doing nothing but talking,

okay. TI'm mnot going to dignify that by saying oh, .,

Lord, I'm scared, where is the police? I*f not going

to do that, and I'm not geing to let anybody take
avay my freeddém. And, I'm not certainly going to be

a prisoner in my own house beCause of some’sick ~

-~

.

A
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idea that might take it seriously. i

>

pecple in the street. 1711 rather go on, whatever
they’re goiné to do, let them do it. But, I'd rather
be a free man as long as*I'm in this body. BHt, if
you're talking about that'kind of thing, that goes on
'all the time. I just don't choose to.report that.,

and say because all it does is gives somebody some
&

.

+

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Yes, MsS. Powless?

MS. POWLESS: I had one other guestion

about the reporting. You said that this was racial

religious and ethnic. Is there any repoetting of hate

crimes against gays-:and lesbians, is that included in

&

here or i§ it kpet separately or is it kept?
Hﬁg JACKSON: Well, the statistics, no, do
‘not reflect. they reflect racial, religious or ethnic

.réports. So, there is no reporting of gay and

40 -
ﬂ:,

‘lesbian tvpe of offenses. It was not covered under

>
”

this particular ordinance. ‘
. MS. RODEMEYER: But people £it in that
group, I mean, more or less?
MR. JACRKSON: Sure.
MS. RODEMEYER: If you're assaulted?

MR. JACKSON: But again, it would be

¥
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y *

{reported as an assault because as the people whg .

r

preceded us indicated, they were nokt a part of the
protected group. These are the people, these are the

categories that were cavered by that lawe anégthose
are the ones that we recorded. Now, a person Wﬂ; is
& gay on,leébian qroup, wh; is assaulted, théir

\ ‘ .
report would simply indicate assault. The bodyﬁef

¥

the report may have différent information or E .t

information that would lead us to believe it was
because of the fact that they were lesbian or gays
whatever. But, in fact, ittwas not 'placed in the

a1 4

categories of the RRE. *

A

t MS. PRESLEY: I have a guestion ¢f Hr.
Jackson. The pﬁevious people indicated that the
police departments have training due to legiélationp
there's supposed to be training in eachr for the

* ¢ ¢

cadets, those coming in, about minorities and so

Py

|forth. 1Is that active in Toledo2 And, out of this

¥

situation, has there been any spéculation,onghow to
improve relationships? I've heard a lot of things

about how bad@ the relationships are right now, the

~ A

_ black~white relationship. Has there been anything

out -0of all of your meetings and so forth toc state how

w hed
“
&

:

¥
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4] ‘2 . .
you're going to improve the relationships?

’

¥

U

"

MR. JACKSON: Well, the answer to vour Ffirst

guestion, ves. HMandatory training throughout the

>

State of Chio, that's on OPOTH, which is the Chio

Police Officers Training House. And, that's .

&

something that's offered manhdatory for all newly

arriving cadets in utilizing the training academy. On

 board people receive human diversity training, and

that is something that was mandated as well. It does

occur in Toledo, and it covers a broad spectrum. We

talk about differences in ethics, raecial, and sexual

preferences, and all that is all covered and everyone

from the chief of police down was required to attend

tthat training. And, there are plans, to cqﬁtinue to

‘have that type of training. It's been my experience

4 X

over 25 years as police officers that traiming is

very <dmportant. But, along with trainihg, discipline

is even more important. We cannot change thé

-

attitude of the officers who come on board. But, you’

can certainly change their actions. ° And, you do that

through discipline and that is through discovery and

that is through investigation. _Znd then, through

'ﬁrope: and severe penalty for their. actions. And,

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL {312) 236-4984
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that's the only way to contrel behavior. You cannot
(9 _— /
change the attitude of people who are on the police

department or drive buses’' or whatever. But, you can

change their actions. Training is again important,

L]

and it should be continuous. it must be continuous,

and it must be mandatory. And, that is taking place.

3

Again. though, i%"goes back to discipline, okay; and
discovered or uncovering officers who are taking
advantage of and using the shiéld to perpetuate their
own feelings of discrimination, whatever have you.
|T'm sorry, was that, did I answer both-—~the ongoing;

|what the Board of Community Relations is doing and

w
.

will continue-to aS is to try and develop and do some
coalition building, which is something we discovered
that's 'going orn in Chicago. That is: to go into

different areas and bring people who arglgf differeht

ethnic, racial groups together on a gontinuous basis

=

and have them work togethier, sit down and discuss
their différences and similatities, work toward
common coals. And, that's our plah £6r Toleédo, is td

develop coalition building and especially since we're
moving into a new political world now, as of January

lst where we will have a strong Mayor anhd we will

»

1

ay

g
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have district representation §4'well as at large
Hrepresentatioﬂ, we feel that this is a good timé for
|community based organizations to begin t¢ deveIo% s5Q
that they, in turn, can go to their representatives
and have, and put pressure on these individuals to
truly represent tpem in government.

REV.*ROSE: Cne of the problems that I £ind
is we have the Board of Community Relations and for
'the most part, the Board of Community Relations deals
-w;th race relations and in cooperatioén and all that,
‘but we don't have anything in place which really ’
‘speaks to justice. And, at some point, at some
p;int, we're going to have to have some advocate;,
some official advocate for justice at every level in
Toledo. And, until that happens., you're always going .
tao be over héere trying to put out a fire and alvays
be over here trying to say everything is goihg to be
all right, let's forget this one. 1I'm not prepared
toe forget this one, that was said vesterday. Let's
forget the incident in ea;t Tolédo.. I'm not going to
forget it. The mother is not going to forget it.

The kid that was shot can never forget it. 8o,

instead of saying let's forget it, let's make sure

N
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-

that it's handled properly and then move, on to

-
x

something else. And, when that happens, you won't
. |have to be worried about racial tensions after an
. incident like this because then everybody will be

‘npset-about it. Why would just Black folks be upset
about a kid “getting shot? Why? because he's Black?
There's something wrong with that if just black folks
are upset.” Everybody should have been upset. And,
those who, the whites who said thé& were upset,
obviousy they said it to themselves, they never said
it puplicij.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Yes, Ms. Ortega?

MS. ORTEGA: Rev. Rose; coufd you share

+

with the Committee your sense, in your opinion, as a

>

|result of your experience the past 20 years or more

-

in Toledo, what, if you have seen an increase in race
K ) *

|or hate crimes. And, I'm thinking also you have just

)
Y
L

recéntly worked out an agreement“with Denny*s as a
result of some racial incident in that institution or

‘that restaurant. Could you share with us your sense

»

o0f that increase?

BEV. ROSE: Well, I guess my, I'm having a
personal problem with the term,hateiqrimes,?you know.

v, , . &
o - o f 3

123

EY
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I think Ron made a valid poiné when he said tha;,we
ldon’t know ‘what was in his mind. So. it's difficult
to make compariscrs, with oranges and applés except
'you know that they‘re’fruit and mavbe there's a °
reason why this never happens to a white child;gyoﬁ
’know what I'm saying? 8o, thgre‘slreally no direct
comparison. So,4I'm not sure abod%‘%he incident that

‘happened in Denny's was, that disturbed us was not so

4 o

much what happened between the whité girl and the
black girl who was verbally:assahlteﬁ and called all
|kind of pames, our p;obleﬁ was with the laqé of L ¢
| réesponse by the management ézgept just laughing about
ity it Wagtjust nothing. And; mcst of us felg and .
feel that if that had, the guilty person had been
black and this was said in the presehce of all of .
these whites in there, she would have béen

immediately, if*mnot terminated, she would have been

sent home. S5o0. thaty the Igagon we respond the way

¥ .
“ Jwe-do all the time in Teoledo, there's such an obvious

{difference in the way people are treated across

<

"racial lines.

Hate crimes, I don't have a handle on that;

and I don't want te just make up something. I don't

%
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have a handle on that, but I céﬁ talk about‘the
|injustices plenty, from now;unt%l in the morning.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions? . Thank
you very much, gentlemen.
? REV. ROSE: May I make one closing |
statement, if I'm permitted to &6 S0?
CHATRMAN BATTLE: C%rtainly. ;

REV. ROSE: And, I hope that what I say to

you is accepted inm the way that it's givern. As I

2

indicated in my .introductory remarks, I'm not a
politician. I*m riot driven by what is pélitically
expedient, I'm not an economist. so I dog't think
about what is economically feasiﬁle. I'm not a
socieiogist@ so I don't know about what is socially
acceptable. .I'm not a civil rights’ leader, and have
?never in my life -claimed to be so. I¥m not a )
‘community leader. No comﬁhnity has ever elected me

to lead it anywhere. I'm a preacher.a I'm not a

’
E4

|religious entertainer, but a preacher. I'm driven by

what I consider to be morally right anérnpt what is .
either légally right or politically expedient.

Having said that, thi's country has not yet

taken seriously the conclusion of the Commission 6n

Sy

l
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Civil Disorders. It never has, and perhap§ it never
will, that the root cause of all of our problems in
|this country dealing with race is racism. BAnd,

that's a term that's used all the time that it®s
literally, it's little understood. Rgcism simply
means to me that those persons who have racially
defiped themselves as white have claimed for
themselves the right to dominate and expioit those .
people in. the world whom they have racially defined

as colored, black, brown, red and yellow. And,
thereby, they have claimeg for themselves the right
't; control and/or cwn the world's resources. What is
,theiés is theirsvand they keep it. What is yours is
Atheirs. and they také it by any means necessary. -
Their -agenda, dnd Iﬁﬁ not speéking of individual .

whites because many of them are just &s committed to

2 v

‘social, politicél,—economic, and judicial justice as
the rest of‘us. But, as a nation, this nation is
‘racist to the core. And, T guess until we come to
|grips with that, that issue in any real sense, and
lunless and until we are committed to ridding this
couptfy of the cause, you're going to alwavys have the
VSymptoms. Racism is a disease. f;hé symptoms may be

S

.4

. -
5 -
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a

racial prejudice or hate crimes. But, the cause" is -
this feeling of superiority, however false, by whites_
toward everybody else in the world. I had to say

>

that to you. The feeling of despair and hopelessness

;that so many of our young people feel, that feeling
is rooted in the whole con;ept of white supremacy. A '
little black girl in south Africa probably expressed
_it best when Nelson Mandela was released from prison
and a reparter from-<Ted Koeppel's Nightline, asked her
which would she rather be, white or black, & white

person or a black person. And, her resporise was, I
would rather be a white person. And, when the

rep;fter.aske& her, 9 years old, why she would rather
be a white person than a black person, she just stood
there for a'homentr looked down, and then looked back
up into his eyes arnd said, because white people ctan
do anything that they want to do. It's that feeling
of hopelessness on the part of minorities in general
and blacks: in particular, in this country. that lie
at the heart of the frustration thé anger that's
.often expressed in acts that are’éo abnormal buts at

some point, America has to understand that you cannot
S [+
put a man in & cage and treat him like an apimal and

I

Ps

Y
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then act surprised when he acts like that.

Thank you. ‘ .
CHAIRMAK BATTLE: Thank you.

We'd like to take a few minutes break
for the Committee before we proceed with our £inal

4 =

'speaker for the morning, Mr. Kassouf.

(WHEREUPON, a short recess was taken.)

£ ]

AFTER RECESS ° -

»
B

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Welcome. You have thein

- 3

w b -

floor.

- JEFFERY KASSOUF

MR. KASSQUF: Thank yvou. I'm unlike many of
your spokespeople todav. I'm not a professional.

This is my first time doing this. Please bear with

r Y

¥ ‘n!’
me. I have not studied these matters in any way.

I'm a small businessman, but I will give you my

v 14

. pernspective as being a long time activist in the
American Arab c¢ommunity. T thank you for giving me

the opportunity t& speak today. There's a number of

> v

points that }'d like to cover. I believe I'd like to

|begin with yesterday, it was kind of interesting, I

| heard a quote*by someone, I don't really follow too

much from a political standpoint, and that was G

L

¥ Y
B
L)
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Gordon Liddy,-~ but I thought it was very interesting
the context in which he used the quote is very mbchq
1z . . !
.|@ifferent to the context in which I would use the

|guote ;oday. And, I think that I'1l probably cause

him much distress if he heard the codntext that 1

‘wquld be using it today. But, he spoke of fear. He
. , .

spocke of a well known dquote by a well known writer,
respected writer, Emerson, and basically it addressed

|Eear and it said that the only way €0 overcome fear

IS -
.

is by going after it head on. And oncg you do, you <
will find that fear itself will éi%apﬁéar and

|dissolve. And; I found that very topical* for my

£ &

‘convgrsatién today. *Because I, myself, am a victim

of fear. Last night I didn't get any sleep at all.

|As of 8:00 o'clock this morning, I was . still
contemplating not testifying t&dayw Andg, £ICan
Jé%tribute tha% only to feaﬁi I have fefative; in the
middle east, and T feariretaliation!against them for
:pclitical reasons for my testimony to ygu~tqday.

&

: There’s a number of thingg on our

|community's mind today. I want to start with talking

N

about what I f£ind is & disturbing pattern of

‘activity. We talk about the stores and the merchants

*

™

R
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lactivity is in two phases.

and so forth.

242

in our business community in Cleveland, Chio and
throughout the United States, you will f£ind that Arab
Americans are mainly small business peop%ew They
have purchased their businesses, they are working 12
to 15 hours-.a day and, for thg most part, are. share
the same values that most other immigrant communities
'share; values of family, hard work and of posibly
‘rEafizing the American dream. Unfortunately, as
years have progressed within the last 20 years, a
pattern of aétivity has opened up and!this pattern ;f

It harms my communitye.

There's hate perpetrated against my comimunity in an
w Ed

lavert sense, and that's detailed in a great many

| studies and reports which I will get into later on

u

taday.

The overt sense of coursé is traditional

|hate crimes as the Justice Department defines it, and

as others. We talk about spray painting‘graffiti on
. people's houses and physical threats to individuals
That's one aspect of what I want to
'cover today. But, another aspect of what I'd 1like to
cover today is a portion of hate and a crime just as

sinister and possibly more pervasive and that is a |

1
*
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£y

.

covert crime that is being committed against my

community. i plaﬂ on showing you particular cases.
|columbus, if I can start out with that, in 1987 in
Columbus.,.Chio, Columbus, like C;eveland, enjoys &

great many*recent immigrants who have opened up

, , . 3, . , -
{grecery 'stores in the inner city, as_well as other
¥

small merchant marts. 1In 1987, there was a sting of

“
*

our grocersy nothingrnew. We're hearing about that

|today. The only thing is it differs from today's

sting. ‘ThHese are reprints from articles, 1987, "The

|Columbus Dispatch”™. Thé headline says "State Tax

Official ties Palestinians to Exported Cash®™. What

this was was, there was an investigative operation

going on called the Arab Task Force. About & to 7

"

families within the Columbus -area, American citizZens
who owned businesses in Columbus, were being

investigated over a period of time, unbeknowingst to

them. Andg this article was written when 147 federal-

. »

agents came.down upon them in a very rapid, and in my

community's view, a very violent sweep to arrest

q ” ¥

‘them, to seize their belongings. A&nd, the basis of
L]

this arrest was tied to accusations that they were
laundering f£ood!stamp money. And, this illegal cash

b

-
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:organizations in the middle east.

{that we haven't heard before.

relatives deny money was sent to PLO.

R

» -
was.then being used te purchase armaments to send

over specificall& to the PLO and to other terrorist

¥
4

t's not a stqry
The Irish have told me

the same story. others havé& told me similar ones.

{There's a story that differs, though, in that such 3"

large scale operatidn against these peopié with a

|lareat deal of public profile. It was a military

e
kS

URAT R . T , ,
operation, is what it wass: And, these people were
terrorized. But, what happened was, as we go forward
i & H
in the articles, wé'll see as the story plays outk,

Relatives of
the families deny that any money was sént to the PLO.
End, don't you know ity back to the first article,

the state official that made these accusations

vacknowledged‘inﬁthé first article, and I'1ll éﬁoter
"Buyer acknqwle&ged, however, that the department Eﬁn
{produce no pupiic documents to back his citaim.™ But
Jyet, such a massive operation was undertakeh on the

|basis of this claim.

As! the investigation unfolded and these :

people were arrested, their lives were disrupted and

»

|defamed in the community, their standing as business

- 3
& .
Aty

L4

a

~4
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%

pebple and their families and gpildren, more sth§1n§
éuestions were raised. And, I want to Jjust Qraw your
attentién to a few other acrticles here on this
|particular case. Th%s gﬁing plays out finally in

January 5th, 1987. A grocer admits gunilt in food

stamp case. Gonée is theé accusation of laundering

[money to buy illegal arm&. Gone is the accusation-ta

fuel terrorism in the middle east. The wind up is

this man, sued one store owner out of the 6 or 7 who

«© *

vere indiétéd and whose futures were ruined by their

action. One store owner was fined by the Justice

-

|Department $50.00. He had to make restitutign of

v .

$500 for money that did@ not belong to him. That was

|the extent of the, entire illegal action against these

hl

peoplé. Well, this was nonetheless embarrassing for

those who had put forward these dccusations. And,

H »

those people have learned by their experience and

they are now smarter for it. And, T tell you today

that part of the motivation of the store operations

in Cleveland, Ohic and in elsewhere throughout the
couritry is motivated on these same kind ¢f rumors.
Let's find the Boogey man, let's find the scapegoat, '

let's find the terrorist. It's quised in whatever

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL
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<

infraction at the time seems that we might be able fo

¥
get these people on. But, the motivation is a

motivation that's tied to ethnic background, it's

&

|tied to religious background. And, its dkf;ni;ely

tied to poiitica} wmotivations as well. This Columbus

x
“

|story peachés us a lot. It teaches us the nature of

the pattern of the activity. The force, the swift

i

|Eorce, the; prior t6 the force, the commurication

with the media to let them know everything that's

Q

oing on so that part of the destruction to my

-

|community is actually perpetrated by defamation by

the média itself. At times, they’re being used as a

‘tool for pelitical motivation against my community.

L]

S8ince 1987, here in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1983

a

we havefﬁa&, I believe, 3 series of armed military

I|style store raids, 2 to 3 series. I know that the

first series yas once€ again this time the foreign

-

issues and the political and the ethnic issues mever

entered into the case, it was strictly a matter of

*

investigatingffood stamp fraud. 15 of our grocers, I

”

believe, were; they were come down upen by a

1 . £

1 2" . * . -
combination of federal agents; Tobacco Firearms,

S

there's actually a combination. of ogganizations that

4

a
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|are involved, the FBI, but I hope to jshow you. today
{that the government organizations that are actual}y

perpetrating the harassment against my communitys

-~

L . 3 o 4
that's the énd result of political pressure that is

@

lcofimunity based, that we need to address on a K
X

community level in forums such as this.

3
-~

s w‘mhé,govgrnment, my goveérnment, the United
States has no innate ax to grind against my people.

|T know that. They are merely acting to entrenched

A

|inkterests in the communities where they're acting,

a

political interests that oppoSe my péople for
‘péliticalf religious and ethnic reasons.

The second wave or the first wave of storex
|grocéry stcre inspections and seiges, usunally the

*

pattern of activity happens where police come in or

H
%,

police authority of some type, and it has run "the
‘gamut u§ually it's in‘combinat;on with a number of
authorities, they come in and they usually take al{
|cash, all-records, cash regiﬁtérs, they come in_
'armed.!lfhey come in asking férfqhere ‘the gung are.
The, customers are usually very afraid and, of courser
the workers are all extremely afraid. These people

v ‘
are hauled in. Usually what happens is maybe one,

I

»

fa

-

* Lad
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?
»

maybe two out of 15 owners, out of 15 families might

be found to be implicated or might actually come to
being chanééd with usually a minor offense, usually _a
misdemeéno%a I read in the Commission On Civil
Rights, part of your duties and your mission, it's, I
-believe, this falls into it. We're talking here
about the equal application of the process of law aid
we feel that amount of foreeé that's being used
against us is not egual, it’s not balanced.

The second time that the stores were invaded
here in Eleveland was just ?, 3 weeks ago on WIC
coupon fraud aliégations. I believe 10 stores were
hit at that time; 10 to 15, stores once again were hit
at that time. Once again, an armed assault on the
stores by government authorities. Once again; the
same pattern%of activity plaved out heavily in the
media, much imflammatory rhetoric by the politicians
who want to use it, want toc use rqcial issues for
their own political gain. Once again, indictments:
‘chargés, almost noth&ngg It's ridiculous. One store
‘owner that is supposed to be here today. and I know
he has a tough time getting someone to wat%h his

store, literally has worked very closely with the

kS
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2 b

Community Relations Department to smooth any é%parent
friction between the African American community and -
He was ohe of the

€

grocers that was actually accused of WIC fraud. I

|the Arab American community.

*
,

understand that he's open. He hasn't been charged. .

I don't know of anyone elgse that's not open and

&

hasn't been chargéd¢ that really has beeén charged.
Once again. a big hoopla, a great deal of armed

intimidation by government agencies and dovernment

t
by

authorities. A great deal of scaré instilled in our

community, not only the families that were directly
1hit as a result%of these things. But the greater
7community because we're all watching very closely.

:We go to the same cthurches and mosqteé. The pattern
- 7 ; i

conhtinues. Once again, no mention of ‘the middle

east. My political opponents have learned well by

the Columbus case. They've learned that

|embarrassment serVes no purpose to them. Still, the

Cemmunity Relations Department of the City of
3

[Cleveland, an official within the Department who I

wiIl not name at this hearing, bad told.me' off the

%

}ecdiﬁ just within the Iast 3 to 4 days that the

‘rumor is still out there. Part of the motivation

2
¥
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.possibly comes from the fear that Ry community=isf
vskimminq cagh from their business enterprises and
fueling a conflict thousands of miles away from
‘America.

As I'm sure you can tell by the sound'of my
voice, I was born hére. My parents were born here.
I'm of Lebanese extraction., My grandfather camé here
|when Abraham Lincoln was in office. I'm an American.
I do not want a coﬁflicé from the other side of the
‘World'to-ruin my 1life, my children's life or my
community®s 1ife. And, they can. The covert
activity:, specificalig the Anti Defamation League of
:the B'mai Brith has a history of 20 to 3Q years of
surveiling my community, systemically defaming ny
community. And, at times, putting us into physical
danger. For decades the Anti-Defamation League of
the B'nai Brith has run a private nation wide spy
network, a systematic long term, professionally
{organized, political espionage operation, complete
|with informers, infiltrators, money laundering codes,
names which are taping secret meetings.

While it's not unusual fof private political

"

groups to gather information, the ADL spying is

HALSELL & HALSELIL. REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-43584



14
13
16
17

18

251

" ®
.

i |different. It's not only the scale which sets it
apart, files on 950 organizations and nearly 10,000
individuals, but, the focus ef this investigation.
The ADL spied on groups which opposed stated gbals,
as well as those which supported it's principélsq
More disturbing. however, is the leadgue's
‘¢ollaboration with state, federal and foreign
intelligence gathering entities. Their sharing is
often confidential information and resources --
confidential information and resources., and is not

lonly illegal, but a violation of trust, a threat to

-
&

civil liberties and an infringement to the right of .

* x

privacy.
i The Anti Defamation League commonly
known as the ADL has a long standing public
reputation as opponent of anti-semitism, a defender
of minority rights and a promoter®éef racial justice.
In January, 1273, a less benign dimension of the ADL
surfaced. In San Francisco, newspapers broke the
story of a 24 year police officer Tom Gerard who kept
computerized files on thousands of Arab Americans 36
Arab organizations, some of which.I'm representing

w

here today. 33 anti-apartheid crdganizations, 412

3
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|pinko .organizations, 349 right wing organizations.

;and, of course, 35 Skinhead organizations. Gerard

e

worked closely with Roy Bullock a full-timer
salaried, undercover investigator, for the ADL for the
last 32 years. Bullock's records were even more

extensive than Gerard's with files on 77 Arab.,

organizations, 647 pinko and anti-apartheid
organizations; he grouped thiose together, 612 right
wing organizations and 27 Skinhead orgaqiza%iéns.
The spy network to which Gerard and Bullogk belonged
4is headguartered in 'the ADL's New ‘York cffice unéer
ADL Director of Fact Finding, Brwin écﬁul@ and his

Deputy, Thomas Halperin. As the league's chief west

coast undercover operative, Bullock maintained

.

numerous contacts wiith'law enforcement and federal

»,
- *

|officials, recruited ‘informants and WQrkaaiwifh ADL

operatives in other cities. The ADL, which has a $34

million annual budget, has openlf acknovwledged
i
compiling the files on "extremists hate groups®.
H

|And, supplying reports ot them to law enforcement
agenices. Richard Hershoff, Executive Director of
the ADL Central pacific Region, also admitted that

| the ADL, I guote "The ADL does keep files on Arab

5 O

%

L4
v

»
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kmeriéan‘@roups or individwals who espouse
anti-Jewish views ég tdke credit for anti-Jewish
'agts“. Bullock and Gerard's files, however, revealed
massive ADL operations directed not only against
right wing separatisis and anti-semetic groups. bit

also hundreds of mainstream and progressive groups.

4

|Tncluded among the minority, anti-apartheid, ethnic,
|peace aroups, religious, human“rights and other
organizations and individuals; many of which ADL
IShouldyhave regarded as allies in the struggle
again?t racism and bigotgy. With the American Civil

Liberties Uriion, the National Lawyers Guild, the

NAACP, Rainbow Coalition; Greenpeace, Mother Jones;y

|Jews For Jesus, Americans for Peace Nowy:Irish

1
¥

Northern Aid, Asian Law Caucus, Act Up, Uriited Auto

|Workers, the Board of Directors of Public Television

s

Stations KQED, Los Angeles Times, South Africa

Correspondent Scott Craft, Repreéentati%e Nancy <

«

Polocy, Democratic of California, House Arms Services.

Committee, Chair Representative Ron Dellums, Democrat

>

of California and-former representative PRete
1McClosky. These are just a few of thedfilqs that

were contained by an investigation that has been -

*
*
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[1inked to the Hasaad.,

|of pecple to an agent of the ADL.

i

going on since the beginning of this year in San

Francisco and in Los Angeles. Records were

-

subpoenaed from the ADL office§ and opened, and these
are some of the groups that £iles have been kept on.
Also named in the files were thousands 'of Arab
Americans, mény who fear their names were passed onto

Israel intelligence agencies. These are Americans of

Arab decent. Potentially placing thém in danger.

ADL has frequent and close contact with Israeli

officials and despite repeated ﬁeniai%, has been
Already one Arab American, a

»

|.8. citizen included in Mr. Bullédk's computer

files, has been arrésted by ;sraeli authorities when -

he returned to the occupied territories.

2

In mid January, the "San Francisco Examiner®

began a series of front page stories revealing the
: et

-

|San Francisco Police Department officer Tom Gerard

was secretly supplying confidential da£§ cn thousands

#

On Degember 10th,

1992, the news report disclosed authorities had

executed search warrants on Gerardfs home, that an

ADL operative, Roy Bullock, and'on the San Francisco

and Los Angeges foibés of the ADL. Thé}hews hit the

-

4

s
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bay area like a bomb shell.’ In fact, Bullock and

Gerard had been under FBI investigation for more than
two vears for selling information about
anti-apartheid actiyists to South African government

L4

lagents. Gerard, 50, had been a member of the San

Francisco Police. Department since 1968. He claims

that from 1982 to 1985, he took'a 3 year leave of

labsence to serve the CIA in E1 Salvpddrs Hohduras and

|Guatemala as a bomb expert. After returning to the

SFPD, where he served as a liason to the FBI.
Gerard approached the bay area'bhapter of the Arab
American Anti-~Discrimination Committee, one of the

groups that I'm here ‘representing quay, he offered

[to liase between the Arab American community and the

*

police department, and to help with security at the

ADC public functions. His collaborator, Roy Bullock.

a small time San Francisco art dealer, had provided

Y

information on an unpaid basis to the FBI¥s Bullock's

|investigation of the ADL went back as far as 1954 in

|Indianapolis. Boy, that's pretty close tg Cleveland.

In 1960, he moved to socuthern California and began

|working for the ADL. Which forwarded copies of his

%
>

written reports to i't's New York headquarters.
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Around 1979, Bullock moved to San Francisco vhere in

1985, local ADL head Richard, Hershoff, introduced

him to Gerard, and the 2 mén began to }ﬁVeétigate
both righﬁmand left wing groups in the bay area. One

of ‘Bullock’s chief assignments in San Francisco was

R«

|to spy on Arab Bmerican organizations and

individuals, especially the ADC, which he joined in

o

March of 1983. He was removed from the membership

rolls in July of 1987 after it was discovered that he

¥

|wag an ADL.agenE. "In 1986, Gerard had introduced

Bullock ta South African government agents. Bullock

%

claims receiving $16,000 which he split with Gerard ,

in exchange for infermation on’ the local
b

anti-apartheid folks and journalists. Gerard denies

that charge. Their relationship continues after
“ & * :I;\ ’ o
| Gerard was reassigned in 1988 to the gang task force

within the SFPD. &t this time, the police cfficer

EY

introduced Bullock to the San Francisco police office

of the FBI. Apparently, so thét\Bdllpck could f£ill

Rl

lin the intelligence gathering function the -SFPD had

relinguished. Bullock began feeding the FBI

information in exchange for access to their

'intelligence files.

Au

L

ES

¥

R
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In November 1990, when Palice Chief Lewis »
Casey: shut down the political surveillance unit and

= -
%

adopted new guidelires limiting surveillarice, Gerard

should have destroyed his files. Instead. he entered

7,000 names into his home computer and trarsferred

copies to Bullock.: 'In 1990; Bullock and Gerard's :

«

i

|Eoreiagn entanglements on behalf of the ADL agpeanéd f
to haveé precipitated in the FBI investigation. The -

inguiry emphasized theitr connection to South African

” 3

intelligence. And,, the fagt that several FBI reports

e e & s s .- Ts .
an the naticon of Islam were missing from FBI files.

|The  police searched Bdllocg, Gerard and the ADL

x

offidés. By October of 1992, Gerard, Bullock were
. : ¥ ’ - . y
-about to loose théir covers as the FBI passed its

1

'intelligence about the two to the SFPD. And, the

story began to leak out. Gerard f£led to a house he

had been building in a remote island in the
‘Philgﬁpinesn'which had no €xtradition treaty to the
U.S. Before leéving, however, he neglected to érase

his computer. sWhen authorities searched his house,

" Y

both during the December 10th raids, 'they found 7011

files on individuals, including extensive files on

San Francisco's Arab American Community and Arab

-

—
.

"

A
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<
hatd IS ¥ R *

"oy + . %
Americdn activists:from around the United States.

Some information otriginated with law enforcement
agencies across the country and centered on fund

taising Ffor Palestinian groups.

S ¥

Once again, I see

-

connections. . .

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr:; Kassouf, your time is °

about one minute from being ovet. And., I'd

appreciate it if you could summarize for us.

MR. KASSOUF: Well, in summary, what I say

to you today is these things sound far away. They're

{on the west cost. ‘I guess the reasaon i'm a little

T

choked up is because; for 'me, they‘'re not so far

avay. I have family members whée have beeén defamed, «

who have lost their businessésf whose family has been

|caused great harm. And, we believe in our community,
3

I'm telling you the belief is rampant, and the
statements are here to’ back it up.that this kind of
cperation has been goingtpon in this state in our

communities, and seems to me this ig hate. BSeems to

+ -

me these are crimes committed againét peoplej And, I
‘cap tell you from p;rsonaﬁ experience, one feels

helpless and when one fee}s helpless{‘t?e next step
is desperation&” We*knoélwhat happens a? that point.

o~

¥

a2
"
a5

4
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So,”T come to this committee looking fof
?hélph_loeking for advice, lcdking~far your knGWiedge%

"
e 3

»

= I

o ‘and - your €xperiencé to come to bear on a prcéblem

" E A
)

u i ¥ -:."— 4

fhat’s‘very real to our community. There's alwaysr
|tio sides to a story, and I'in sure you'll hear the
other side.« 2And, no matter what the other side says,

ot e
-~

P . Ta . T . . S
|this is a real problem t0 our community. And, I'm

x
E M

telling you we're at & desperate point, not just in

*e

*fcféveland,“but nationally within the Arab American

2 " "
community. We feel as though therg IS nowvhere to
i ? i

[turn. We believe that the(@olice”and that our

*

government is being manipulatéd by powerful intepgégs
hftorour detriment. I 60;‘thant to bé here. I hope
to nﬁvgrhbe back her;q . 2 . i

. _ ¢ CHAIRMAN BﬁTTﬁéﬁ ‘Thank YO, M%.‘Kassoui-
Are 4khere questiogs from cemmittee~membéf§?

" b

MR. KASSQUEE « I would bélhapp§ to provide'

W * o, ('.’. - +
|any committee membérs: with documentation to.back up
latl of the claims, as wéli as cross referencedy, Cross
i . N
|referencing my complete statement.

CHAIRMAN BATILE: Thank you.

L J

14 »

s Mrs. Powless first, then Dr.: Wilson.

> u

MS. POWLESS: Weé'vée been hearimg a lot in

A Y

4,
©

P
o

»

5

-
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Arab community? : S
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L,

[,
pne

theéese 1ést two days abdut hate crimes like physical

v ~

‘crimes and threats and cross burnings and that sort

of thing. Do you have Knowledge of those type of .-

-
-

",

. - MR:; KASSOUF: I have studies and lists and

N

|1 can read those to you until I'm blue in the 'face. -
¥ 4

[
Ey

Buty I'm telling you rthose things we krow how o

k4

v ™
X

handle. The far more dangerous and the things that

is driving my community to a far gré%ter degree of
. LY r . A
) . , p - 3 o . T oms o ‘ i . -
desperation are the things that I've discussed toryouy
) H x -
today. If you care to. I can give you reports from
; 4

cur national organizattﬁn,“igst as the other
;organézations have produced reports, deéailiﬁg\ﬁhe
Fhateﬂcrimes. As a matter of factglmaner Qaéﬁm is
going %o spécific%lly dive you the haﬁe crimes

X

according to the Justice Depaftment»standards that wé
have?légged'ig Cleveland, Ohic alone. They are quite

numerous. In the lasgt .two and a half years, 12 store

Ed "~

owners' 1ost their life tio murder, not aIl~qf:which

its very questionable whether robbery was a’ real

%

4
|motive. In three of the. cases, they wWere vety much

1 -

‘alike, the MO on them, and they were very gruesome. .

1

X 5
R

> 13
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L.

k1
¥ , 3 ot

|"he most recent of which was this yeéar, two this

year, and 1I'd like to just, if I might, show you-an

4 [

lexample whether it. be conscious or unconscious at .

times, but non€¢theless an example of where law.

.\'ﬁ

enforcemént cauld have saved a member of my

|community's l1ife, or po&sibly could have apprehended

|the criminal who killed the member of my community.

This was published im ”Thé Plain Dealer® July 15th,

-

1883, so'it's pretty recent. "Officers fail to ID

o~
&

suspect.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Sir, if you would -

.
summarize the articlé,rather than reading it intg the -

record, 1'd appreciate it, e
Prd *

- MR. KASSOUF: I will be:glad to. Officers

fail to ID suspect. Arab sHBpkeebem later shot and g

4

killed. -What happened was a shopkeeper was getting a’

¥
came out and instead of going throuch stahdard
3 P ‘2 {";i
procedure, police procedure under a case like this of

- ™

getting identification and_:fi‘nd‘i‘nq out who ‘the

individual was; they warned him and chased him away.

The man came back later., or somecne came back later.

and shot and killed him.” So, yes, we have our share

z
-
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B i
¥ . x [
of graffiti Wwalls and -beatings and killings. A young .

S

man that I went to high school with, he doesn't even

-

|speak Arabic him and.his family had to move from @

ﬁnide suburb of Columbia Station at the end of 1991,
3 ; ,} 4 . o =

The reason why was he was subject to racial sturs and

&

:QVentually it got to the point of actual phygiecal

threats to his children. He moved from Columbia

Station when the policegana the prosecutors just “

didn't take it seriously.

¥
) . ¥

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Dr. Wilson?

MR. WILSON: Yes, just. a ‘Couple.of

w

First oF all, I think any information

"y

questions.

have on acts of persohal violence or intimidation
[eh

against Arab Americans ‘because théy atre Ariab !
2 e ¢ » Iy
.|Americans would be welcome by the Committce. And

s

there isy I think, a period of time 4ih which you can

submit that information into the record. The larger
picture that vou have painted is a disturbing one.

P

If I understand you corqéqtly, since the tapic of
| at ¢ N
this.conmittee's meeting was hate crimes in Ohio, the
- - * . » 2 a
' gist,of vour presentation on that subject is that -

lit*s, 4n fabﬁﬁ thé state and federal government that

| has been the chief perpetrator of hate crimes against

k.

1Y
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3
' Ly V . » ‘ - "?‘ «
Arab. Americans by virtuée of their actions taken
. , S N

against Arab American, store owners on false

pretenses. Is that & fair characterization of your

4

T

accusation? *
' MR. KASSOUF: - Well, Mr. Wilson, I beFieve

that the government entities are acting on N .

information passed to them by parties, in the view :0f

a great many people in bﬁr“%omﬁunity} by parties who

oppose my communities on the basis of three thing¥,
¥ v [.‘l'

|on the basis of our ethniéityr on the basis of dur

- >

';eﬁigiouﬁ;beliefs,”and on the basis of our paliti¢éi

{beliefs. These people don't, do nd%p aré not

~

necessarily authorities in the federal dovernment.

W
3

They are membeérs of the community, they're concerned
|lcitizgzens. N . . R

MR. WILSON: I did understand you to fault,

1

«

'fgg example, the ATF. for ekcessive force in its
conduct towards Arab American suspecﬁé; is that
soéething you wigh to '‘go on record-on?

) MR. KASSOUF: Yes, sir; I @?.believe that

»
o “ *

the goviernment has shown a pattern of extessive force
when it comes to matters of this sort against our

2
-

" & . L
communitv. I also:know that since 1981, weéll over

=
) “
F
)

E]

*

T
L )
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200 Arab Americans have beéeen interrogated bymthe'FBI

(3 *

as to connections with terrcrist organizations, only

for one redson, b;dauﬁe of’££éir ethnicity. But, I ~
can te€ll You that I believe in my government, and I

?bélieve that I can tell you that I believe that even
|the majority of 1oyai ADL. supporters are notiloeking

&

for hHarm for my community and probably don't even

K]

know the extent of dctivities that go on.

do

MR. WILSON: Juét one more question. HMay I?
CHATRNAN BATTLE: Sure.

MR, WILSON: *Thank you. With respect to
i
your views of the; at ledst certain aspects of the
|ADL and their connections around the c§Untry and

internationally, you'’ve made some rather serious, I
fe *

think, alleégations, and wé're .certainly not equipped

. o
i

|to pass in judgment on that: But, I{would like to
ask you thié{‘however, are there not Arab American
|erganizations that monitor the activities of
|political groups that oppose &our interests, as you
understandg-thems is that, I know you appreciate theée

things? "

&
b

MR. KASSOUF: Sure.

MR. WILSON: Are a part of what it means to-

&
~
R ! x
1
£

Al z -

I3
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live in a freée ‘country, and I can uhdersténd why you
miéht=be concerned with them, but they strike me as

v 4

ngiﬁput of the ordinary. add things that

organizations have a right to do in this countty.

¥ 1 1 A )
|The larger conspiratorial issue is that of intent to

commit crime is a whole another cattle of fish. But,

there'sg:certainly ‘dctivities monitoring Arah American

groups that the ADL might be hostile to the Jewish

interests doesn’t strike me as surprising or :

v
z v »,

problemmatic. What's your view of that?

- MR. KASSOUF:

)

Well, I.view that, in some

o T N #
instédnces, it's not. But, in a great many instances
o , . .
it*s not only my view, but .the view of the 8an

*
4 P n

Francisco city authorities; the view of some members
of the Lok Angeles authoritiés and the view of a
gredt many people‘who are currently pushing forward

»

’ 4 - 3 h - 3 - g P K
numerous criminal charges implicating the ADL and the
. ;

‘members that I discusded with you who allegedly work

.fgr the ADL. Yes, we ITive in a society that's not
pristine’ and pure. And, unfortunately, it's not a
Utopia. hYes, wé must be vigilant to watch for the

potential danger against ourselves, our’ families and

our greater commupnity. 'Bhﬁy I believe that amongst

L3
¥

o “F

o
v
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* * &

well meaning people, there's a line that's drawn,
R b3 r

. 4y . ‘Z,k
that's not easily confiised. 1In this case, history

L4
£

will show that this tine. has been confused and the

s o
*9

view blurred and that the péttern of activity, is

w ¥ A

continued for 20 to 30 yearis.  The leader of onefpﬁ

g w

*
the groups that, the president of one of the groups

n

> " & I ) i # . N
that I'm representing here: today, Dr. James Sockby,

his ©0ffice had been bombed: The office chief of the

|west coast ADC oﬁffﬁap Alex 0O°'Day, he was murdéréed.

It's said that his murdurer is actﬁally in refuge in
the State “of Israel today. My"pegpfe have had hate

crimes perpetrated Jagainst them, and there is v

ES ‘:;’,x(r o, P v

|documented evidence at the Justice Department. James
“ “ -

‘Sockby has testified in*front of this Commissien in

K
B

|Washington, D.C. A vear and 2 half ago a peer of
; £ . te
imine had testified in front of this Commigsion in

¥
¥

Detroit. These are not new allfegations. What I'm

’

|asking you today is to look into them, is to put some

> Wb ”!‘
‘resources ,into them. I ask you this because I know
> ~ v N & ¥
£ i
‘that each one of you, each and every one of you have
% . . 4.

<

| shared my experience, my ¢community's experience at
|one point or another in this country's development.

'These are not new things. Hate hd& been around for

&

~

3
- < 3
1 4 "~ '
P e L ~
- T
g . S %

1
~ X
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|the beginning of time.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal?

MR. LEVENTHAL Mr. Kassouf, as a member of
this community, I think I can speak for all ‘the
members of the committee; we certainly sympathize
with vou. We've heard similar cases in Cincinnagi
and there is no doubt that there havée been hate
crimes c¢ommitted against members of vour ethnic
background, along with many others, and that'sﬁwhat
N

we're here for. Buty I do think that we have to lodgk

at the overall picture and perhaps some of the

-

allegations that you have made might be ‘checked cut a

L3

little bii. I'm’ particularly disturbed by your

saying that ADL spied or has files on, for exampler
| the NAACP. Now, ADL probably has files on many

|people, but the qdestiqn I ask, what are these files

all about? Most major organizations collect news

clippings, reports on every major organization in

{
this country. So, it's one thing to say that there's

{a £file that has been collected, but it's another

thing to say tﬁ@t Greenpeace, NAACP had be?n harmed

by the Anti-Defamation League. I'm sure that the

Anti-Defamation Leaque probably does have £iles on

a
¥
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E

"

£

;the Skinhheads and White Arraéaﬁéce. And, if;ﬂﬁey
were your enemies, I think that vou one want an
‘org;?izééionvlike the Arabrpiécriminatioﬁ L.eague to
fﬁa€e,fiies“or to collect information. But,.I just ;
.wonder what vou, what you can &ay-about the
fAnti-Defamation‘League“s,keeping files, for example,
‘on the NAACP. You made the same statement. 1Is there
any documentation that it doés NAACP any héré?

MR. KASSOUF: ° Yes. According to writer

Robert Friedman of the "Village Voice® publishéed May

%,

‘1ith, 1993; hée writeés over a 30 year period, he

o

compiled computer files for the ADL on 9,876
« |individgals and more than 950 groups of -all political
typesys including the MhACP, the Rainbow Coalition:

the ACLU,; the American Indian Movements, the Center

3 3
i

for Investigative Reporting, Pacifica, Act Up.

MR. ‘LEVENTHAL: What were those files all

about? Were there speeches given by the head of the

NAACP or were they harmful files? :

A

MR. KASSOUF: This is what I would hope you

e o

.could help me with. Maybe the Commission onh Civil

|Richtg tan help to make the recommendation. that these
- " 1

files are opened up for all to see, for all to know,

a

14

+ e - -

-
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because I know that in my community, what has

Rl

happened is 'a pattern of activity whereby law

enforcemént‘agencies gain information. And, we have
* _ ]

|néard testimony cgiven prior by the ADL, Nr. Savren,.”.

that they regul&arly share information, gain

information on groups that could potentially harm

4

them from various law enforcement agenciles, as well~

‘trade information. This is not a practice that does

%

not, is not going om, what I'm telling you is that

some of this information is false information. 1It's
defamatory information and has resulted in improper

arrests. It has resulted in the loss of properﬁy and’

E

potentially the loss of life, reputation, civil

rights, political rights of an entire community in
this. country. And, there's documented cases of these

things.

What I'm telling you is'®that it's a
part of a problem that's much larger, but wé know as

K

'reasonable people that-not the entire ADL is this

lway, I czll on this Committee to initiate an effort

with the well meaning members of the ADL, with the
well meaning members of this Committee to investigate
Y

these accusations, to quell the fears in my community

] <

"~

-
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?

x

to really £ind out what's happening because I can
tell you tlie desperation is £0 a point it's not the
America I was taught we live in.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Kassouf, I'd certainly

?!‘. >

1ike to thank you for yoéxutestimony before us t?day.
And, we are now considerably over the time commitment
that we have allocated for this. But, I —- *

MR. KASSOHF: Thaﬂk you, Mr. Battle. Thank

you, members. .

CHAIRMAN BATPTLE: We®*ll now move into that

 period'that we have allocated for hearing the public.

And, if yvou've not alieady indicated your interegts

{in testifying before the Committee this morning,

b

would YOd please do so with Mr. Minarik so that we

‘have a record of your name- and address and

organization, if you do*represent one. Thank you

again, Mr. Kassouf. If you have information that you

can and would like to 1eavg with the Commifttee,

please feel free to do that.

As Dr. Wilson mentioned: thé record of this

meeting will not be closed until Septembér 13th. If

yolu have other -data that would tend to support your

testimony, we would welcomgﬁ%hgt to be included as a

| h
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a o
part of theé record also. ; ) )
ME. RASSODF; ﬁ§:did indicate £E:&r. Minarik
;t?at Manar Qa;em, who ig also an activisttin”our
community, did wanf"toimake a-presentation hﬁ
specifically about some of the Cleveland specif;cf:?
hate crimes. )
, CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We'll do that unéer the
‘public hearing portion.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Kassouf.

MR. MINARIK: HMr. Chair, I have Werner
{Lange, Juanita Helphrey, Cliff Haven  from ADL, Nick
Dasem "from Arab American Action Committee.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Is that the order,

#R. MINARIK: And then, you can take over
the lisf?from there, if anybody else -- 9 ’

CHAIRMAN éATTLEf You're in the seat, why
don*t you go n;w. And., wqﬁl& you state your name and
spell your full Aéﬁe, for the reporter, please?

3

. MANAE, QASEM R
> - -
My name is Manar Qasem, that's M-a-n—-a-r,

EY

last name Q-a-sve-m, and I"m_ representing Access

Ohio, which is. the Arab American Community Center for
Economic and Social Services in Ohios Access Chio is

i -

[

Y
" 2
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1

(a non profit human service organizafion‘working
towards meeting the communify's economic and social
‘needs@ Bccess works to promote better understanding
16f Arab culture and integration of Arab Americans
Jigto the mainstream of American life. We believe in
‘the dignity of the human being and reject a%l forms, .
' of discrimination and‘%ogk to its elimination.

In the past two vears of our existence, ‘
¢

lguite a few cases of discrimination have been

reported, to Access from members of the Arab American
) 3 5
community. ¥For the purpose of today's hHearings: we

¥

have used the Justice Department’s description of

‘hate’crined to determine wihch of thege cases can be
classified as hate crimes. This déf;niiicn states

g
'that hate crimes are those Eﬁat;@énifest evidence of
he
prejudice based on race; religion s?xual‘orientation

-

or éthnicity. Such crimes include aggravated

assault, simple assault, intimidégibnr arson, and
‘destruction. damage or‘éghdalism of property.; In
accordance with this ﬂ;ac;iptibp} and to th;-ﬁest of -
our judgment today, I}m reporting %hnse cases which

3 »t
? . >

we feei fall under the éﬁprementiohgd-deécripticn af |

y

3

hate crimes.:,.It's only‘my duty!tg convey they cases

u

" w

x
a5
A -
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x

as they were reported to us as Access. For this
# 4 ~

»t

A

reasor, I cannot add or take away from any of the

a

information supplied to Access from the victims
involved.

The following are hate crimes which were

.

reported to Access Ohios The first, an Arab American

a -

- 5 .

'student” at Cleveland' State Univetsity vho was , *

- W

recognized as a Muslim because of a scarf she wears -
' N 5 1

rs

¥ 1 -

|on her head, found a note in her book bag after
returning from the restroom which read, go back to

i ok A s . ,
your own country, we'll bomb you. This incident -

occurred a few weeks after the bombing of the World

A

e

Trade Center in New York.

I's <>
24

ixﬁumber 2, the windows of the Islamic Center

in Parma were broken. There's & new mosque which is

W

béing’built»in“Paxma, This incident alsc occurred
after the bombing of the World Trace Center.

Number 3, in June of 1993, an Arab American

-

vho works inm the Flats was harassed by -the police

|cfficer. The officer accused him of starting a fight
« 11

the night before and ,threatened to arrest him. The

- -

|Arab American aétémpted to explain he was not working

~
%

'the night before. However., the officer continued to

e ¥

X

B
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- ‘ .
swear at. him and among other things, asked him what
' * *s 3

« |de vou AEabsNdb-with yYOour méney? The Arab American
weént to the sergeant in the Flats that evening and
told him &bout the officer. The sergeant told him

not te worry about it, he told him he would talk to

¥

the officer. The officer ‘continued his. harassment

ot
3

and the Arab American fears”that if he makes an

‘officiallpolice report, the officer in gquestion will
4

. »

become more hostile and this will affect his butiness

&*

'in the Flats.

Number 4, in March; 1893, an employee at

Educators . Music refused td remnt an instrument te an

a

Arab American woman. The woman went. to the law

Jy o b ,

idepartment in the City of Lakewood where shHe was told

‘that the refusal to rent was not the business of the

W
- *

City of Lakewood, but must be settied.with the music .
:store@ ¢

N

Number 5, on N.lau:(:kléi“31:(1r 1993+ the Arab Womgn

;S%ﬁdents Organization\qf Clé&elagd State reported

tﬁ;ﬁ a student puniched & Whole in a banﬁeﬁ’made by

 the organizagiOn. According to the studegt’s

‘handbook, this is co;sidered inéentional destruction
: i N .

of property. The student invdfyed was taken to the

L%

% , .
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1 ‘judipialqboatd at Cleveland State. : However, Arab

2 _Ame;ic&nwgt;aents at the University feér that thefe

3 ’is growing anti-Arab sentiments on the campus.

4 I ~ . 'Number 6, in the 1992 school year, the

5 ‘ngeral Union of Palestinian Students, as well as the
6 |Arab. Women Student OrganizationQOf Cleveland State

7 Univérsity reportegxthat they had a banner hanging in
8 the University Center cage, which stated "Spend $10 -
9 billion on American schools$ stop aide to Israel”.

. 10 ‘ThiS‘was{part of tq; campaign to halt tﬁg éuilding of
11 illegal settlementsmik the west bank. ‘Téb students *
12 |attempted to remove thersign. They werg approached
i3 ) by members of the organiz&tion who then,reported the
14 ‘inci&ent to school ;ﬁficfals, The University
i5 ‘offiqigls-warned.the students of the penalties K
‘16 inVolvéd if the signﬁWeré to be removed. The next
17 {day, the-sigh-.was missing.trThe University questioned
18 ‘membgrg of some of thedschdol organizationg about the
18 | sign, however, no ?urtﬁeg effort wasiput into the
20 case. N . .

21 \ Number 7, students who belong to the Arab
22 ﬁomen Student association at Cleveland State
23 Univeésity were having an information table in a

* ) i ¥
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‘'home and move, .

University Center cage in the Spring of 19%2. The
members noticed that the Cleveland State Police was
videotaping their event from several floors up.
Several organizations set up information tables each
day and it's not normal to have them videotaped.
Therefore., tﬂ; students immediately went to the
'school officials. The police told them that they,
‘were on%y trying to protect them. The students,
‘however, felt that thef were being discriminated
'again;t beéanse if the:officers were trying to
protect them}fthey would have warned them of the

tapinag ahead of time.

The fellowing are hate crimes which are

|documented in the 1980 ADC annual report on political

and hate’ viclence for the Cleveland area. 8-=23-90,

the Cleveland "Plain Dealer” .reported that an Arab

American family filed a lawsuit against their

*

neighbors who had harasséd‘éhd threateried then

|because o¢f their national origin. The incidents

included the throwing of stink bombs in their vard at,

1:30 a.m.; torching the family's lawn and a steady
diet of threats. The family was forced to sell their

-t
e Ll
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E The second one, 1I-11-91, threatening

L3
3

|telephone call, an Arab American activist received a

telephone call containing this threat, "Thig is John

|from the Arian pedple. If any attacks are made on

this couhtry, you people are all goihg to pay, do you
understand? "

The third one, 1-9-391, threatening telephone
call. A;»Arab American community center received a
threatening phone call.

Next, 1-10-91, threats, intimidation.

P

Someone called an Arab American community center
claiming to represented the Arian People and said,

there are any attacks on this country., you people are

5 ¥ *

going to die. w Frf .

“

The next one 1-14-91, threaténing telephone

'call. An'Arab Americar &ctivist received a

threatening phone call after making a public

statement abhout the middle east situation.
Bnd, those are all of the documented casesl
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very much.
Mr. Lange, Mr. Werner Lange, welcome.
WERNER LANGE

r

Thank you. Good morning. My namé is Werner
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chufches and I'm a local educator. I work

L.ahge, W-e-r—-n—-e-r, L—a-n-g-e. T work with area

%

»

specifically with the Interchurch Council of Greater

Cleveland, which is affiliated with some 700 area

4
Protestant churches. After the dramatic testimony
this morﬁing, I'm afraid that my comments may appear

somewhat anti-climactic. I'm deeply disturbed at the

revelations that Mr. Kassouf has shared, and T

‘encourage the committee to take thbSe allegations

2 F‘!

very seriously. They have also brought many memcries

back to my mind that I haven't connected to any

L

organized effort, but the only time in recent years

that my life'was ever threatened, it was ‘because I

criticized Israel, and it was by a JDL group that

represented themselves as such. The only time my
employment has been threatened directly was because
of various stances that I have taken as an American
citizen in the léhd.gf the free against our policy of
supporting what I believe is injustice abroad in the
middle east. $So, I believe that the operations go
well beyond the Arab American community. Apparently,

all American citizers who exercise their First

Amendment rights in these capacities sometime or

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4%984
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another “are victimized. I& seemSamy punpos% here ’
today is to actually encourage a broadening of the d

-

" K

operations of this .committée, and the definitions
under .which it operates. 1It's very clear, from

previous testimony, that many times those who "are_
| #
autHorized to fidht.'criminals in law enforcement

. £
1 4

actually become law breakers and become criminals.
, i ‘ ¥

Those who allegedly fdght«diécrimination also R

-

practice discrimination. Those occasionally who say

they fight terrorism also engage in it. Crimes

3

' PO y o, ~ & . R
motivated by hate come il many forms. Consider the ™

crime, dhd so do the criminals. Neither the nature
of ;the hate crime, nor the identity of the hate .

wcrim%nals are always captured by current definitiomns.

-~
©

mind sets and stereqtybés.’ Inbelievg Ehe previous .
téstiﬁony gayenﬁramatic and poignant’witness to that "
| fact. ‘Unfprtunateiyr when it comes tgbggte crimes

and hate driminalgfxwe tend to fight‘thé battles of

vthe pa;t rather thdn the presenﬁ. Typically

portrayed before the public view, when the topic of

hate crimes emerges are groups like the KRK, the WAR,

' the JDL and other Neo Nazi groups. Aswif the only

x

victims of hate crimes aré minerities and the only

4

-~
»

N

I
4 YRS
«

T e
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perpetrators ‘are descendents of former ethnic elite$

»

toften referred to inci@engally as Caucasians, which

. L

is basgdhupon a term,.Oon an outright racial myth, and
we should dispense on that characterization for a

vast majority of people in this country. I suggest

t4
k]

we need to shift in focus to the preésent context of
violence always'ﬁeﬁongtraﬁéd by the preévious

3

testimony if we, as a civilized society, are.ever to

: ) B . > ) R ,‘)A o -
|make significant progress against hate, hate crimes: -

It

:ana viglence. Yesterday, this Witchita physician, a

member of an oé%upa%ional eliter was shot by hate. A

growing hate of-his legal, medical function.
"

-~

Yesterday, & trial opened in Los Angeles on the
beating, brutal beating of Reginald Dennfﬁg, a white

triack driver, another victim of hate. Hate, I

resident and a former U.S. citizen in an Isyaeli jail

‘after being exonerated of war crimes he did not
:coﬁmitb At the core of the whole John Demjamjuk ‘
'a%fair is hate, both institutionlizéd ané
’individﬁaliﬁed. A plinﬂ:hate and rage which would

* o ! :

make otherwisé reasonable persons in an dtherwise

T
-

reasconable government agency fabricate evidence,

M
3 3

suggest to you, ai§o keeps a former:Clevelahd oo

+

= =
LA
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~

commit frabd, seclude evidence, delude the public and
launch a character asgsassination campaign against g
rather vulnerable individual with a heavy accent.

These are the things that witch hunts, hot Nazi

hunts, are made out of. And, vhatever else he,might

have been or may even still be, John Demjanjuk is a

N -
34

victim of a contemporary witch huntg‘sancyiane&eby
high ranking officials shéped by a major government
lagehcy and propéiled, as are all wiicg hunts: by
.|hate, I would ercourage this Comm%ésion to add it's

|voice of concern te those who will, that perhaps the

-

violations with ghidh Mr. Demjanjuk is charged may

have been hired by- other indﬁviduals in other
’ 5
(agencies and that, indeed, this man has had his civil

* %

rights violated by the 0SI of the Depattment of "
Justice. These victims of hate crimes I know do not
fight the convenient administrative categories

available to describe and prosecute,them. These

categories, I woul@ submitr to yeu, are increasingly
‘narrow ‘rather than broad, and we should broaden them.

I would ask you to add to your criteria of hate

Py -

|¢zimes hate against people on the basis of class. on

the basis of their social c¢lass, on, the basis of the
. “

1
»~

e
2+ 3
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k3

::fact that they are poverty strickén. I say this
Jbecause.every déy in this coﬁmunity and throub?out
this country there are a massive group of American%

who are denied basic wrights and victimized'bywa form
cf discrimination which threatens their life -and }
undermingsmiﬁeif health because of economic
discrimination. Economic,discrimination against the
:poor, which }s legal, but immoral and I argue it's
also motivated by the same mind set that motivates
all discrimination, contempt and hate. 1In this
particular case, to low income Americgns. More
specifically and aléo'yexy;briefly, gust ope; up a
|new topic ail together, T refer to institutionalized
}discrimination in the Medicaid syStems.gahseb by
ﬁinstitutionalized“hate1@nd contenpt for Medicaid
patients, léss than 50% of poer in this country are
covered by Medicaid. And; fewer than 5% of
‘'physicians, fewer than 5% of ;he phﬁsicians
participate significantly in providing ser@ic?sﬁ
h?alth care services to thesg paying customers. What
is the responsibility government agencies have right

now in health care reform to raise the level of

| reimbursement to the physicians. I don't think

i 4
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: i

that's going to solve the problem. This is a form of
|discrimination which is the same type of -
|discrimination that stopped reéstaurant owners from

«

serving certain customers in restaurants, that
;‘u

stopped municipal swimming pools from alleowing

here with discrimination by service p%oviders against
people on the base of théir income status, on the
base of them being people t@at evidently are not
welcome -in certain offices. And, I think we need to
recognizq that for what it is, a form of
discrimination. B

B, »
Y

Finally, since yvou're here in Cieveland; the
| home of the Cleveland Indians, theﬁeﬁly team in the
American League that rf&iqules and openly '
discriminates in that ridicule and contempt against
‘an ethnic group, I wish &o call your at%ention to a

daily form of ethnic discrimination, of ethnic

‘ - v » - . v = - - > . oY
discrimination, of :ethnic intimidation, ridicule, .

the dignity of a people and their ancient calture.
It's a erime that's plaved out every single day b

| during the¢ibng baseball season. Chief Wahoo stands

»

Y PR » L ! . ¥ ‘
certain people te come in to swim.” We're dealing _ 7

st

-

contempt and, ip my view, a crime. A crime against .

-
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alone among all the teams in the American league as a.

S

symbol of ethnie ridicule. No other professienal
baseball team in the AmericanlLeague has decided to
retain such an open vestigé of discrimination and

instlt to the sacredness of @ny people. Only in the
‘National League do we come up with a close second =

E

Eid

type of a logo and substitute an unsafisfactory

-

e

‘tomahawk. Some people trivialize this ptdblemf Some

. . \ % ‘s
people .igncre it. BSome people deny it. You; as
members jof a Commission deéaling with civil rights,

> -

I'm sure are aware of the“wellsprings of hate, of the
wellsprings of prejudice and ridicule. None of wus
pPring : 3 I : 5

*

are borfn with these attitudes, with ‘these

inglinations. Tt takes a culturé of hate, it takes a

vultiure culture, it takes a culture ad&fgﬁed to .
prejudice and discrimination te inculcate that mind

¢

£

set into the develdping minds "of children- and youth.
|L submit to you that within our nation, bécause of

| symbols like this, gerieration after genetation of

Americans have had the fertile grounds set for a

‘1

mindset of ridicule, .discrimination; and hate.” And,

Y

I encourage you, as members of this-Commission; to

+
Y

Ry
T
:

¥
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with the Aflantic Braves that decided to remove this .

y

¥

- »
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Y
4 *

try to correct the problem at its roots. Eliminate

o

those vestiges of racism which day in and :day out

L

poison the minds of our yoeuth and continue the .

addiction that we have to ethnic ridiculé. I ask you

*

te join in the call of ﬁhe religious leaders within

[§

-«

this community to also encourage the management of
this team to recognize its failure and to”pléaée
correct it by entering the world of the future rather

than remaining in this brutalizing world of the past.

z

And, I thank you for your attention. And, I
|thank you for this opportunity to share these
thoughts with you.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Lang.

X

Juanita Helphrey. .

MR. LANGE: Mr. Battle, may I share copies

-

of that stétement with you? .
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Certainly, thank you.
Will you spell your name, please,

Helphrey, for the record and give ycur address?

d

MS. HELPHREY: Both names, Juanita,

J-u-a-n-i-t-a, Juahita., Helphrey, H-e—l-p-h-r-e-y.

-~

| I'm a two year re%ident of Ohio and not really into

the historical and current statistics in< terms of

.«

4t
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| Affairs, a state" government agency., and dealt with

hate crimes. That was part of my last job., which was

1

in North Dakota. I was the Director ,0of Indian .

' the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights &t the North

'3

Dakota Advisory Committee on various issues such as

i

| you bring tq Ohio:- today. My purpose, I believe, in

deciding to come before you is, I guess it's
two-fold. One is I'm born and raised, r&€al true
Native American Indian from the Fort Berthold Indian

Reservation in North Dakota with the traditions and

FRA

| culture that 'I Was raised in. as well as the culture

of the white community that surrounded our

reservation. And, I brought that background and

carried that pEIsonélity, that character with me to

'Chio. 8o, my first purpose before you is as a Native

American.

The second is that I carry the portfolio of

{racial justice for the United Church Board for

o

‘Homeland Ministry, which is an agency of the United
Church of Christ. The national headquarteiS‘moved

‘here to Cleveland four years ago after a several year -

battle or several year discussion across the nation

* '

|and at the General Senate of 1989 made the decision

-

4
4 *

i
&
(1 2

-
4 b
~
L3
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that I deal with today{kis people don't remember us

| except, as Native American people, &xcept as from

1written history. L Ohly currently have we been

287

2y

n€
e
4

0

2
|to move to Cleveland. I made the decision to leave a
. i X

"

16-vear poé&tion and come to Clevelanal uproof myself

from a long history with my own family and péople to ,
B + )

lexpand my interests and my career in racial justice.

Ser, I work with all foéur racial, ethnic groups,
|people of color; the Hiqunic groups and ‘the NativVe

3 ) ¥ T
American tribes, various.itribes both urban and

reservation. The various Asian people and also the
Black peopl;q So, I‘miexpanding my knowledge.
However, "1 find aplot of Simﬁia;ities nc matter where
'YOu live. TB;S ig a country that has a long history MY

of immigration since 500 years agec. We were the

3
x

first people, and we still exist. That's the problem

a

history books and their learning has beer wrong.

History is written £rom the perépectiﬁé of “the person

"

'aé the time. And, genemélly, none o¢f my people have

-

discussing and atithoring various topicg of vatious
o

areas forafiﬁing to unlearn and‘me-edhcaxe‘thé
public. So. %hefe's & lot yet to be done in that

areas since we%e just begun, in the last two decades

¥

4

4
L3 t
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* or So, and our work is just beginning to be ana}yzed,
H Fy . £

8o, we are sort of am invisible€ longest. residents of
5t ) ' N

- ¥

aiAMefiCa. .Yet, ‘the most invisible and, however, I ¢an
‘| relate .and $o can all my people relaté to all the

‘problems suffered by even the person that was beﬁgré

-

&
Mr. Werner Lange from the Arab community-. e

So, my purpose before you, I guess having =

lexplained the two purposes of my own tribal history

- AN

k
and my career is to talk of a couple of areas we ~-
- £ A\‘i.

well, I Wasbgoing ;o really expand a little where
Werner Lénge has already. So, I won't reiteratei he
did a very beautiful joéb in‘some of tilie presentatigés
that I was :going to provide, so I'll skip that and go
hinto two areas also that haven"t beén mentioned, at
least to my knbwledge one is epviroinmentél racism
and the'other is ﬁhe archaegloeogical of buriais and

£ 3

jdigginggfof ancient burial grounds that oc

> s -

s

cure in
|Ohio and other states. My péople lived all over

America and so all over America is going to be burial

o
14

sites and archaeological additions have taken place.
We'lre-in all the musetms everywhere. ..My people have
|a belief and this is ¢common that there aré 200 some

-
< i &

tribes}; -close té 300 and there's a common belief

o

N =
K3 “ -
- 4 - o F

+
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amongst mosgt of them that until the bones go back to
mother earth, to the dirt, there's going to be

unrest. And, my people believe that the probiéﬁs we

i ¢ ) L
continue to face a@@ face today, which is across all
'S +

social &nd econémic areas, is because of the unrest

of cur spirvit of people. There was a belief of
returning the bones to mother earth is one thatvkeeps

us moving to the direction of resolution of the

problem. We have tried to get legislation in various

istates. I fought an 8 year Pattle in North Dakotakho

”y

finally get 'some protective legislation. Ohio iﬁf

just beginning the battle. - There are some - °
legislative people who will and areVEubmittiﬁg
legislatibn that will amend current laws -otr will add

* -~ v

>

new laws that will help us return our people to

mother éarth. That's one aréa I think is a very

3 " ,‘4 .
discrimjinatory area. They are, people do not listen

%

tdfOUEsbeliéfsa People do not attempt to understand,

and that is typical of a&ll kinds of areas; the not

‘listening. So, in terms-of the enviromment, I have

K

| traveled a 1ot in my present job andqmisitgd places

that .gre blatantly discriminating against the low

income people as was brought by‘Werner‘Langg. Ard,

* N

“

v
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| the most current place I visited this spring was near
 Atlanta GA where there's extreme environmental racism

‘where we went through a community of Black pecpie who

<

every other house we put a black ribbon because of
déath according to the environment surrounding, death
from cGancer, death from Lupus disease, death from

brain problem, brain tumors and lung problems and

that's environmental ‘racism that's %oing on every

day. And, it brings te mind how powerless peopleée

|beliewe themselves Because we are conditioned to

v %

beliéve we are powerless. It brings to mind the fact

that the laws are basically made by people of

Eurcpean background and that people such as myself

=3

|were represented in Congress by ‘one Native American

who is Senator Ben Knight Horse Campbell. Getting .
ihto the structure and system with our voting power

‘is very difficult. What we attempt to do, which was
brought.forth to you by Werner Lange, who is not of

my rdce, but is very purposeful in defining racism

through the use of negative stereotypes and labeling,

‘we have to get people like him and others to

)

understand and believe and follow our cause and

support us. That's how we win thesé kinds of

-
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battles. 5
So, the third area that I was going" to talk
:besides environmental and archaeoclogical conditions

L]

|was the issue of negative sterectypes and labeling.

»
T

T'11 just briefly reiterate my ﬁeélings which are

common to Mr. Lange's, in that that’s a foérm of ~
. ¢ -
racism that's so extreme that people: don't see it, .

X

:they don't feel it, %hey don't comprehend it. And,-

therefore, they'dpn}t, aren’t willing to understand
|it and aren't willihg to listen. That's the big

|problem, the unwillingness te listén.

Ed

The two years that I've been here, my chufch
- K & . ] 1,
brought a resolution to the same floor that made the.

move to Cleveland to ask that our people of the
unitgd Church of Chris?ihélp‘MS; the Native Amer%%an
Christians that aré in the éhurcﬁ to fight this

battle of negative imagery, negatije sﬁereotgpes and’” -

labeling. And, we came to the ﬁome base gnd met with

 the 'Cleveland Indian managers as soofi as the

N

resclution was passed in. June of 1991.. Sirnice then,

“ I8
2

there has been a recent méve by the oWger:of

Cieveland Indians as of June of 1593, whi'ceh is Ewo

years later, after a lot of discussion and a lot of

-
v
T

3
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 demonstrations and a lot of educational material, -
 passed out, including a video that we maée caxled

‘Peopbé not Mascots. And, the owner just releasédka
| press release stating that the fans want the Cﬁief
QWahoo to exist and, therefore, Chief Wahoo will be

retgined. That didn't stop our purposes and goals.

- 2 w
b s

We continued with our believe that we will get enough
‘pEOPle to understand that we will make the change in
the futuré; So. we go on with that. But, it does
tell you what we're facing' in terms of racisn. Mgst
of our low income people can®t even afford té-go to
the ball games. So, most of the people that go are
not pe0p1eiof color. I have been on the front line,
so to speak, and have been the receiver of a lot of
jblatant remarks such as, go back to the reservation,
gét a life, how dare you come to our community, an
‘0utsider;'who has bought a home in Cleveland Heights,
‘how dare you come to our community and attack our
‘ppor Chief Wahoo and on and ©on and on. I have had
'brochures knocked from my hand as we try =-- our
;demonstrat%ons have been hon violent and, in fact,

most ©Of the time we say nothing, we just hand out the

*Ainfbrmation. We have demoristrated in other

1
.

(3
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L
-

communities who have racist .names such as Washington
Redskins and Atlanta Braves, Kansas City,Chiefs.

But, the point behind all of that is the fans who '

&

racism buy their actioms, by their actions. And,

<

{what we and people in Teadership positions such as I
have, are attempting to do is to set a new tone for

i
our young pecple because I have discovered in all my

years of ycrking on discrimindtory issues,
discriminat}ﬁﬁ issuwes and préjudigés, bigotry and so
on that I cannot change attitudes, basically, Q?
people that have algeady formulated in their mind,
they have mind sets. But, we can, and I have already

|in the Cleéveland area, cﬁhﬁéeé the attitudes of the
ybuhg people. They have fresh new grasp. They're

Willing,:they're open, they'rgé honest amd that's not
g

*

the mode of the general public that are already in a
 m£n& set. So,.it's my purpose and Hope that I will
be able to, in what littfe way that I can, the life -
o e

spaﬁ,that I have and the career span that I have,
work on attitudes with our ydung peocple because my
people have suffered for 500 years and that's not an

erroneous statement. I copld have, we could have

blatantly on television dre seen as pro supporters of -

y

-

“®
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|prepared those that have immigratéd heére if we had

- ~

beetr. able to have sit down conversations with those
groupings that to come to America is not all that

great because if people have not changed their

s >

lattitudes about my people who have always lived here.,

they're not going to change their attitudes aboudt the

»

new people coming in. And even today, as immigrdnts

L
K}

< come across the waters, you carn seé the rejection, .

rejection and the attitpdes and the racism come out

4 L

in the media and so on. So, the end result, I guess,
is that I c¢éoéncur with Mr. Lange's statement in that

this defining hate isngoihg.further than the visible.

* " "‘-‘P‘

3

You have to go to the invisible.

i Defining ¢érimes, you have to remembefr that
o “

- *

mainly in'this political sentiment in America, most

¢

lavs are made by people who are not of other racial
Lt L " <

eéthnic Eackground like mygelf, Native American, Black
persen, Agian personm 0; a. Hispanic background persen.
They‘r§+m§&e by mainly the white middle class or

‘better than middle class citizen. Ewen in the state
 ngernment where we don't, agafn% have any political

access because ©of how our reservations are Ecattered

and isclated. And, actually, in some cases, almost

i B ¥
N

- -
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£

<

inhaccessible. So, if you loock at that kind of

a

pattern of géttinq pecple into various oifices and

state, loc¢al state and federal governments, then, you

47 T

know, and into supreﬁe court systems and all court
system and on and on, that we have no access,
therefore, we haven't had input into what is actually

crimgr is’a crime. 1Is it a crime to be blatantly

-
“~

LPIEﬁud%pedeagainst our culture, or to blatantly
misuse our religious artifédcts and so on? 1Is it a
&
crime to put our bones intd,the state historical
e n ,

societieg and into the muséums and all of that?

‘Thpse aren’t defined by us, by our people who would

have, if tth had access or if they h§Venft been‘
conditiinzd to believe that we weren't as good as
John Doe,-.Jane Doe citizens of the coun;;y: tho%e%
|crimes., the definitions of crimg£ would have  been far

more internalized inte how we feéel and into the -

LN
%

humanness of who we are. . ‘
¢ CHAIRMANmBATTLE; Ms., =-

MS. HELPHREY: Anyway, thank you. .

CHATRMAN BATTLE: I was going to ask that

'you summarize because we do have other proceedings.

MS. HELPHREY: I'm done, I was wrapping up
' r

=
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with-that last statement.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very mpchffo;

;being with us today and yesterday.

1
L]

MS. HELPHREY: Thank you.

v

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Savrepn, Cliff Savren?

1

o CLIFF SAVREN

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate

- the opportunity to_be back héré today.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Certainly.

=

MR. SAVREN.: I must -tell you it's with some

2

hesitancy.” but obviously as Regional Director of the
1An%i*Defamation‘League, some allegaﬁibns were @éée by
'Mrw Kassouf that were reiterated by Mr. Léhge, and I
Tfel; merited a réSpopse. I say with some hesitancy
becauseg-I t%ink that they're really well beyond the

ingquiry Of this panel in dealing with hate crime in
Ohiec. 'On the other hand, as a public forum, I think

that it's impertant to correct the record and to say.

-

first of all, the victimization of Arab American and

g

anti-Arab hate crime in this country is absolutely a

+
3

legitimate area of concern and one that we, gs an -~

orgdnizatien, have alsc had concerns about. I would
= * " i
| point out, for example; thHat at the outset of the

- a
a

o

3
]
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&
Gulf War, we had some concerns about FBT targeting of

Arab American qomﬁuﬁity members and cautioned the FBI

¥»

lagainst investigating people based on ethni& oOr

}

jnational ordigin rather thah based on actual suspicion
of illegal activity. So, there certainly is a

legitimate concern as it relates to anti-Arab hate

crime and anti—-Arab f€eling in thig countiy. -« "
What I would certainly suggest is not

1

-

|Legitimate, is concerns expressed regarding what are,

¥
s . H A - +
%

in ﬁaét, KDL'gfdemocratically érotected exerciseaaﬁba
:political activity in a free society. BAnd. ’
;obviously, time doesn't permit going through all of
‘the«deiails point by point, responding to what Mr.
|Kassouf had’ to say, but I think that there wefe some
major unfair allegations that I°'d liéé to deal with.
And, I shoulad SEExted by sayirg that the ADL has an
{80 vear proud pisﬁpry as a civil rights organization,
and that history is no less prémd today than it was
at ADL‘s“founding man§ years ago. And, I_should also
point out, ds you're well aware, that we were'founded
by the B'nai Brith fraternal organization, a Jewish

“

organization based in a Jewish commumity, ;

%

| specifically have a pro Israel organizational
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4

. 4T
platform and are very active in asserting Israeli's - °
N Rl

" ®
.right to live in security and peace in the middle

™

east.. As part -of that agenda, and in exercise of our
démocratic rights, we do, in fact, keep in mind the
¥

statements and activitieg of people who would hold

4 o

|contrary views as it relates to the middle east, and

specifically Arab American groups that may hold anti
. = +

¥
«

Israel views and conduct anti Israeli political

n
4

activity. It should certainly come as no surprise to
A » ¥ -
this panel that that's the case. I would make a ’

distinction,‘thoughg and that is between any guarrel
ltﬁat we.may have with individuals in the Arab
¥

|American communities as it relates to ‘foreign policy

and domestic policy. , ‘
We have absolutely no-quarrel with the Arab.
American ccmmunitgia§ it&re;ates to domestic policy.
And, as a ma%terﬂof fact, I would eveg second some oI
;the concerns expressed aﬁbut victimization of Arab

, . i, R
Americans ds Arab American domestically.

. A lot of other allegations wére made which
|are really entirely unfair. The allegation, for

B » 1] I

example, about ADL keeping files on other

'organizatiaﬁs. The ACLU is mentioned; the NAACP was

a
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{tdo monitor anti-Israeil political activity in this

L3

mentioned. And, I ¢an tell you, as the Regional

/Pirector of ADL, that we work very closely with the,

‘QCﬁﬁ. I can alse tell you that as it relates to the

MAACP, even since the suppdsed allegations that Mr.

%

\Kassouf talked about, the NAACP and ADL announced a .

joint effort nationally to combat héte crime and

bigotry. 8o, that the allegations thaf Have been

1 2

. .
madé, I think, would be very, are really inconsistent
o I3 & 3

)

with our national” efforts with these organizations.

As it relates to providing information to foreign
authorities; I can tell you categorically that we do

not provide any such information to foreign

A

{authorities. But we do, in fact, research the right

€

|country: in furtherance of our commitment: to-assure

o "
Israel’s right to exist in peace and security in the

o

middle east. -

As it relates to, there are a couplé of u
b

specific allegations that I also want teo relate to, -

“

gpecificallv. Mr. Kassouf made mention of the fact
P ¥ ,

that city authoritiés in San Francisco were pushing
- - Y & N . ) i

for numerous criminal charges against the ADL. But.,

what he‘heglacté@ to tell you is;, in fact, not a

-~
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comments. First Jf all, he made reference to‘anvtﬁ@

implication, although I acknowledge thHat he didn't

acktivities,of these two organizations are in any way
L3
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+
o

single criminal charge has beén filed against ADL in
» i

San Francisco or Los Angel@s or anywhere else in the

t

country asg it relates to this, the activities that
Mr. Kassouf was talking about.
And then, finally. I just have to make a

couple of brief points as it relates to Mr. Lange's -

e N

>

Jewish Defense Leégue and ADL: almost in ©ne breath.

*

And, without getting into the activities of IDL, I

wouldn'®t want it Teft< theté seemed to have been the

I

Y
E]

state. so specifica11§? but that somehow the .

linked and.they certainly are not.

oy

And, the Demjamjuk case is c¢ertainly well

{be€yond the scope of this hééiing, but "I would just

say that to leave standizdg thie allegation that

- 1
Demjamjuk was a victim of a government witch hunt

| propelled by hate, -and that somehow there's an

7 {
example of government sponsofed hate, I think belies

¥ -, ¥
v o 3

‘even the findifigs of the 6th Circuit Special Haster

®

in this case, an inéépéndenEWobse:verﬁ Judge Thomas
. A

'
t

Weisman. who found substantial evidence that

17

3
E 2
» £
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’ ¥
' ) ws ‘?' &
F N * =
Demjamjuk was a-war crimi#nal. So. to maké seomeone.

fagainst whom there's substantial evidence as a Nazi

lwar criminal into scme kind of vittim of moderngﬁgg
,,{Naﬁism or gomething of the kind, T think is something -

-

. |that should not be left unanswered,

*

I appreciaté<tﬂe cpportunity to have made

this response. And, if you have any, questions, I
;wculd‘cergainly welcome them. ’
;ﬁAIRMAN‘BATTLE: cThank you very much,qﬁrﬂ
|savrent: . ”

Nick Qasem? - .

Good morning. Will you spell your full

name, fgr;fhe record? -
w | NICK QUASEW ,M
N-i-c—k, Q—a—s—e-m; Iast na&e. B;fOre I
st@rﬁv I wthd’like to clarify something. Dr. Wilson

asked a qiestion, I don't know if it Was answered or

r

not. Do we keep, do we monitcdr the ADL activity., you
asked that question?
FMR. WILSON: Do yvou monitor the activities

4 “ . - N -
' of other organizations that may be hostile t¢ your
. 3 i ' .

organization? ‘
‘ HR. QASEM: I would like that queétion, I

!

. >
I TP -
4 e
1 » i
a «
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don't think that was answeréd. To answer that
|guestion,. %@ are here in this country to monitor the
living of our kids., but wé monitor what's going on

‘Pback home, while Wwe .do not monitor any other *

jorganizations.
MR. WILSON: Well, the reason I asked tﬂe
” * i ) - i‘
guestion is that the other gentleman seemed tq have

? -
extengive knowledge ¢f ADL concerns in San Francisco
« IS .

‘and around the country. 8o, I assume that he; at .
|least ﬁérsonaler is very interested in ADL
acti&ities; if not his organization?

MR. QASEM: That was published in all the

newspapers. Anybody can pick up that information and
Mr. Réymond Leventhal, whEn you called like Mr.
| Rassouf your ethnical, I really didn't like that

13

comment. I'm an American.
MR. LEVENTHAL: I apologize.

MR. QASEM: I know where you're coming

from.

MR. LEVENTHAL: I was looking for a word.

What word would you suggest that we use? Could you
give me the proper word to use, please?

‘MR. QASEM: Arab American.

HALSELL & HALSELL, REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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303

MR. LEVENTHAL: Okay, thank you. 'Sorry.

-

MR: QASEM: I'm proud to bhée an Arab. I'm

=

proud to be an American.

v
'«

Now, I would like to discuss that ADL &nd

Cleveland because I don't want to discuss San

|Cleveland. I wasn't going to discuss thadt, but since

1the gentleman just admit now spying for the State of

I

Missouri on us when he say yes, we do monitor

|pclitical statements and people opposing to the State

t

of Israel, that means spying om Arab Americans and

“

{Arab- American groups. We thought in America you

¥

could speak yvour mind. You could, there's a freedom

of speech and the government do not monitor whatever

N F

lyou say. You speak you're mind. 7You defend your

‘f ’-.
heritage. * If you Black, you defend Solth Africa, the

Black people in South Africa. If ybu're irab, you
defend the Arab pe@plé in‘@he middle east. But, you
don't spy on other people. ¥You don't Keeé quiet and
'statement; and he just admitted that in Cleveland.

| What's going ,on in Cleveland? Before Arab
‘Americans got .involved in the political a}enaf that's

! LR TR ‘ R
American political arena, get involved in elections:

2 n
3
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|1obbying, ncbody was paying attention and Arab .
|Americans were harassed and .harassed and harassed omn

“ta daily basis. But, when we got involved as Arab

American Action Committee start talking to
{politicians, working with politicians, telling, them

ocur point of views, we have see that attack from the

oS
hY

ADL on a daily basis from Habaad and@ the ADL and  that

iink uns back to the State of Missouri. Two of ouf

'prericanéw now one of ‘them, is in jail in the State

of Misscuri, and thedother,one;is’dépdrted to
| southern Lebanon with a 400 Palestinian Muslims who

|were deported. Who passed this information that

L%

theses peoplé were activists in the State in Ohio?

The ADE passed that informition to the State of

e

| :(: -
Missouri, and wheéen they went back home to visit their
"J‘

wives, they got arrested. One was deported to

southrern Lebanon, and the other one i$ in“jail. What
if our government, the linkage is like this, you have

=

Mahid Habaad has the 'money and politicians do

‘whatever and how much money thev get. Thisg is the

-

-Bmerican polifics., One man is deported in southern
i o . * ’
Lebanon and he's Arab American, he's an:American

citizen. What are our government doing abount it?
8 : . E

¥
3

¥

*y

3

»
+ %

L) w
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k]
Sémmg Stein, an Arab, American who was born here, he
went to visit,:his father died and he went to attend

%

the funeral of his father. He was arrested for phe
year: in the State of Missouri. Why? Because he, was
active; a student activist speaking out on behalf o¢of
the Paiestﬁnians. He Bpe%t oPe yEgriin the State of -

Missouri in a prison. So; who is leaking this = |
¢

Al -

infermation? 1Is it our govermnment, is it the ADL who
#, ~ b - ¢
|is doing it? Now, we sée the City of Cleveland with
'~ £
» r - % 7 . » » ., . .
chief of police raiding Ardb American stores, no
.t R B ‘ i

defehding crimipal ,activities in these stores. Yes,

there's criminal activities in these stofes. But, if

A -

it's a federal crime, Féderal agencies should take

care of that c¢rimey inot the Cleveland police.
i F +

» 5,

E}

QElgﬁﬁiongis near and we see the city going full force
against Hr?b Americans. wwhyé Becahse'Ara@.Americans
in 1§8§1supéorting Mayor Mike White{financiaily with

iﬁénp@Wer. At ‘the time, nobody looked at him. The

. I T, )
beginning of the primary, he doesn't have no money to

'go on tv. The Arab Americans stodd by him, supported

» 2o o,

-

him,-he won. NoOow, he doesn't need - -Arab BAmericans no
|more. He .got Sam Miller, from Ford City with his

3 S
millions, dnd we know who is Sam Midler. So, now,

53

&
- &
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a

the attack financially and economicall&'bn Aiab

(Americansy especiaily Palestinians, why? We heard
President Bush saying he's not against the Iragi

people, he's not against the Arab people, he's

% ) . . . _
againgt Sadaam Husgein. « Where is Sadaam Husselin gpow?

«
*

He!s still the President of Irag who lost the people

k)

" L
|the Palestinian péople in Ruwait. Kuwait deported

1406 .000 Palestinians. thé To cripélé the
‘Palestinian‘uprgsiég in ?aleﬁtine. They want to ‘
cripple the Palestiniéns cut§§deﬂfinancially~ So.
‘they c;vldwcripple‘the uprising so pecple would say
nothing about what they are doing, tﬁe men are doing
to the women and children in occupied‘hénds. But, .Ka
uprising still going on. Now, they want to cripple
the Palestinians in the .United State§ financially.
'Thinking that the uprising qgts it’s money from us.
:It do not.. The uprising, -the uprisirng goiqg og, I

was there, I wisited, I didn't give them no money-

| but the children of R;iestine, they want .liberty and
freedom, just like tﬂé children of ;he United States.
ISo,‘éhat;s=going'on here is‘criQpliﬁg*the

Palestipians financially, using‘high level ,

politicikans, creating acdcusation every day against

)

7 —
+
% @
¥
¥ e .
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our community. I went ©o0 Jordan two months agosr
|vou're &n American, youlre not. treated good ovérsees

*

in Arab countries becauge you're an American. You'ire

&

not treated goad here because you're an Arab. Se,
where the heck are we going to go?

My children, she was born here, raised herey

H &

+
A

here, raise& here during, the Gulf War, go back home,

where is she going FS go? She was born here.  The
o l‘? h ‘ ’vl i

)
1

.|PBi‘comes to my house, T wasn't home, they give their

|card@ to my 6 years old daughter. I came home, she's

‘éiyiﬁﬁ, FBI wants you. I called the man, I said why
did you,{you know, if I come to your house, kids here -
Vwith the FBI on tv, you Know., they come ESF terrorist
ogié. Why are yo; calling me? What,dé you want?

lﬁhy did yoﬁ~not. like I'm not hecme. Just wait until‘

I come home.; He $aid no, I just want to ask you if *

you know any terrorist activities. Do 1T have to know

|if I'm going to be inveolved with tefrogﬁst ’
I's » % ,,,_.‘
|activities? 1I'11 stay home, I'11l stay in Jordan or

|Palestine.. I'm here in the .states. Another thing,
Jtthere's a war in this country &against Muslims, and

|who is carrying that ‘war, the Israeli intelligence.
" r 3 . x
- A ! ? 3
“i .

i

E r

went to college here. The other one, she was born .

L3

of
3 5 .
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The Egyptian intelligence and our government- Mr. |

Mohammed whatevér his name, the guy who bombed the

x

 buil6ing in New York, what happened on him; who
financed him? I called for hanging of these Huslims

if they are real Mulims, they're not. But, they Have

created all this to atteack the Muslims because Islam

»

~

|is a true religion and spreading in ﬁgié country.

‘Why? Because it deals with everything, equality. It
|deals with local aides. .
I just %qnt to discuss this one pbint? :‘

Muslims, a. Muslim 'woman cannot go to bed unless she's

married. She stays virgin until she’s married. A&

Muslim man cannot d&o that, either. So, no diseasez‘
Sp, Islam deals with all these things from A to Z.
‘NoEody wants to see trué Islam spread.in. this
jeountry. Sc, we carry on our war againétﬁlslam by
‘creating these bombings. Those people who were
|making the bomb, why dogft we see what happened teo
[them? Just go down to the roeot of this problem and
see Muslim @entei here in Cleveland,;théyabreak the
glasses, the windows. Why isnft religianp freedom of
‘religiony i thi§ country supposed to bg freedom og
religion., so why we creating a war agaiﬁ%t Islam?

i
K

» - A
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Ld *

Why we treating a war against Arabs? Are we linking

Muslims tg Tran? No, most of Muslims here ‘are
. 0 .

b

W

1

Yy
"lascerndents, they're not Shiite. So, why all this

hate because the ADL and ABAC (ph) see that the

s *

Muslims and Arabs start working fhrough the systemn.

¥ v

fThey Qayém They'lllbpen the eyes of the American .

|public on what's right and what's wrong.
I'm really disappointedf because, WiEhAME.r
he just admitteﬁ now, I .don’'t know what®s his last;
3 »

name, Cliff, that the*ADL spying for the State 6f o

Israél. And, the case of Mr. Demjamjuk, why wé not

¥

allowed to discuss the case of him? He's a

Clevelander, he's an auto worker and the Israeli "
lcourt di@n‘t find nothing on him. They used the case-

‘of Demjamijuk now --—

"

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Qasem, would you

*
s

please summarize? I suspect that we ha¥e a couplg  of
> 4 !

|mor’e people and we're rapidly approaqhing the

|adjcurnment -of this seSsion. We'd like 'to hear as '

mach as“ﬁej26u1&? - ‘ ",
*MR. QASEM: I just é%ﬁtitq~finish this
point.’ . ) L : ﬁl‘ .
iéH%IRMAN BATTLE: ‘Do it Guickly, please? - ‘

~
X !

& o . .(- ! " o - :‘
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MR. QASEM: The case of HMr. Demjamjuk have
been used to cover up the crimes of Israel in the
west bank. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank vou very much.

%Mr.’Minarik, do we have otherfs? Are there

others? I've seen others from the community. Yes,

|sir? Would you take a seat and spell your first and

last name, for %he record f£or -us, plééée? - .
OUSAMA AWAD .
My name is Ousama Awad, O-u-s—a-m—a last
name A-w-a-d. .

*

Ladies and dgentlemen of the panel, I'm
really compelled to thank you for giving us a chance

to talk to you. 1I'm not going to repeat what my
. i
colleaqgies said. When I f£irst came to this country:,

I was coming to join the American dream. That dream

that I read about in books and seen in movies. But

guess what? When I got off the plane, I joined in
the nightmare. Now, you can ask me why didn't you

|pack and leavé. T can't pack and leave because I'm

3

not even welcome back where I came from. That's why

"

I left from the"%eginning; I don't want to take none

|of your time, but there's racism and there's hate

» “
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completely wrong. And, becausé there'’s certain

%2
crimes organized ,i" the United States, not just .
L3 * -

against*Arab Americans, against anybody of color.

%

And, you guys have the ability to 1ook through

records and cases and see that from starting war in .

5

Grenada, starting war in Panama to Irag, to anyWhergy
with people of colors, and I'm not going to disd@é&
these because we counld talk about it *for two years °*

" .
- Ta
e -

and I ﬁight not ¢be able to cenvince you that the

policy of this country, especially dbroad; is

x

mentalities and thinkings of people and groups like

the ADL and the Jewish Defense League;, by Cod those

1

people rn some states are armed, the Jew1sh Dercnse x

LY 4

Leagué€, -they ‘have rtrained cops in Galifornia,-and I'm

not lying. You could check the records. I can't

|tell you where they get training up here. You talk .

|to any member of, those people, like our buddy up x

* ¥ }»\‘

‘theféy he admits that he monitors people. Why would

L]

he monitor me? I'm an American citizen. I srork I7
A H v

%

hours up here. He have no right to monitdr me unless

‘ H ; ¢ ‘V.“&.«V )
if I'm given the right to monitor him and 'his group -

% *

and who he represents. Buty, yvou know what? When

g »
PR
x

‘thféifedefaL bove;ﬁment knows of any Arab group that :

ay ~
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< ' 312

o,
2

¥
£ -

lis deing anything to monitor pecople like that, and

groups like that were under investigation by the “FBI

A

‘said he was deportedrand the other one is in south

Lebanoﬁ, this country is not doing anything about

that. He's an American citizen, and Wwe have the
right to ask this country to bring him back. If the

State of Israel :convicts anybody: that's there job.

But, we don‘t“have to. take the findings ¢f the State

of Israel whatsoever in this country.
I'm going to‘jump to one guick thing

reg@;aiqg toﬁCleveIﬁn&. I have a presentation and

since you guys been here sitting here long, I don't
{ [

want to take your time. We're going to look back at
g g

¥

VClevelénd. They &re trying so hard to$try any &rab

-

American through the media. Well,” I never seen that.

I never geen't@at in 2l1l books, thdt T read. I

e -
studied American government and politics. I'm not a

‘politiciany; I'W nct a lawyer, but don't try us in

&

‘public. If you raid a store for seIlihg~Qa& meat, go

<

. ;
ahead, send the health department, shut his meat

ol b

ldepartment; shut that store down. ' But, 'why all this

3

mighty force? -‘Are they, they're flexing muscleés
. o
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égainst us? By God, take us to the federal

“r

government, to the peop;g you represgnt; SWAT teams
raiding stores for selling bad meat? What they think
an establishment is going to do. come out with RPG's
'or come ouélwith machine guns, SWAT teams.

If you have time, I'll take you td some of
those neighborhoods they raided. An gkgb store got
ﬂraided by a SéAT team, but across the sﬁgeet. a drug
‘deal is going on, crack selling. It's okay, but bust
that Arab.American from making a dollar and selling a

bad package of meat. We have every day deliveries in

meat. I'm a merchant. We have every day produce

deliveries, and we have proofs from,tﬁose produce
people. We have dairy deliveries. We're not in the

business up here to come and commit genocide against
~
African American people, and that's what is portrayed.
‘ 1

in the papers up here. Like Mr. Qasem said, somé&

»

stores have health vioclations. You know why?
| Because the health department 'have no proof of
continuing visitation to these stores. There, an

-inspector walk in, $50 depésited in his or her

r “

pocket, you can write th§t, these allegétidns, I back

¥ X

jep. I have names. They go to our stores like they

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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are éoming to hang someone and we are sick and tired
A [ 3 *

” ' -

of that. If:-:I'm committing a crime, there's a

courtroom. If I'm a convitt, I'm going to go through

e

the. due process. I want to'go to jail. But, don't
|progecute the rest of the community because I have

committed a crime or gomeone else. That's the way we

N »

feely; ladies and gentlemen. We have beeéen 10, I don't

know if Mr. Kassouf mentioned it, 10 murders. Did

you‘mention that? 12 in thé last 30 months in ;

Cleveland, point blank: pop to the head or the chest.

/I have & study I'll even ,give it to you. We'vre still

14
S

|preparing it, 12 killings. Traihed, hited hits. I

¥

don®*t believe no African American female or male or
Z

one of our customers have the guts to w&lk in a
store, pop you in the head 2 or.3 tiﬁés»or in the
chest and leave, mo way. Those stores they raided,
the public came in their defense. The public opened
‘our store: If he have a violation, correct it. Ohe
|week to cpﬁply or two weeks, you want t; shut her off
and most of those hkigh level politicians do not deny
that all we should close tﬂése stores." We}l, hope

our couhcil men or women do something for your

neighborhocod Eirst., They are taking their anger.
* ¢ 3 p

“
*2
+ 3

1%
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‘their failure as politicians out on our community.
12 murders, one solved becauSe me and Mr. Qasem
supplied some information through friends of ours in

-

African American community who killed a merchant.

:"The Plain Dealer" two days agc said there is a

silence "amongst witnesses as if like 5omeone walked

in towm, done the job and left thereafter, Isp‘t it

g

something for soméone to look into?. This is making

=4

jus uncomfortable. °Every time they walk In a store

for a specific violation, the first question, if it

LR

was a federal investigation or a city ordinance,

where you. hide your guns? What do you think I'm

doing? Uo you see me wearing bullet proof vests and
have & couple of hand grenades in-there ready to toss

it on you? If I have a gup, I have a shotgun. If I

%
»

have a qun, most of our stores don't even have a gun.
The people that got popped in the head or chest

didn't even. have nothing in them. What are they
. b
‘asking us, to arm outselves? Are they pushing us to

arm ocurselves? We don't want to. We are living in
| this society and we enjoying it and by Gody unless we

are naive and stupid people and community, we can't

-----

be stupid and naive living off?these communities we

¥,
4 o
M o

-

Lol "

B e
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a

[work for. I feel uncomfortable right now. I'nm

‘trying to kiss my even nightmare goodbye Eecausé'next

1

thing I know, my councilman or woman wants to be

1

re—elected. They going to bust me for selling bad

meat, which I would like for all of, you know, know I

o :
ks 18

have no conviction., They didn't bust -my business,
Lo E

but this is what's going on. I'm kissing my American

r

dream and the nightmare goodbye. « What am I going to

do after that? 2Am I being pushed in a corner to bhe a

drug trafficker for them to leave me alone. I don't

Ax

|want to be a drug trafficker. I work 17 Hours every

1 vy
v

day, and so each and every of my cénstitdenkts, 17

X

jhours a day. We haVe no social life. We leave home

" < k y . r’ P
with outr kids and our wife sleep, we comé home when

-

when’they‘re sleep. We barely have time to spend

with them because if we don't do that, we got to jeoin

1in the line, the welfare line. And, I refuse to join

Al

|the welfare line. I don't want the .government to
?give me a handout. I appreciate this govanment
fgiving me an identity that I could say I'm an
American citizen. I appreciaéekthi§ country allowing
me in to be what I am, whergé this time I never .

‘probably expected to, where I come from, I don't want

-

1

&
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no handout. But, please, leave mgxalonﬁ. If and

EN
-

when 1 commit a crime, it's appreciated if you

»

correct me first because I doubt if my cfime is a

serious crime and I don't want to go ints it with you

¥

ywhatfﬁ-a crime and what's a serious crime because you
‘hn§w~§bat I'm talking about.

We got to the point, 1%6135 and gentlemen.,
and this is the last point I'm going to say, tht the
!1AW'in Cleveland allowed th;hd;ug deélggs to walk in
coiart, éestify against CHH police péoble that
supposedly ‘roughed them, took their money and drugs

and the drug dealer, he or, she walks out and the

k3

’policeman is going to trial and going to jail. But

yet, an Arab merchant who opens up at S:Qd-afclock.
close 12:00 o'clock, have a bad gallon of milk is a

criminal and the politicians in Cleveland asking the

| state to makerit a felony because in their turn, they
Yy

going tec make those viclations that you can go 6

{months to jail and $l,630 fine. Well, un%es§ if the
political system in this count;y has got to'sta:;
showing facts tQat,WE're not the only peo;le singled-
out, we are. z ;

Y +

Thank you very much, ladies and.gentlemen.

7

L3
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1 and I hope to see you soon after you fi%ish your
"2 report.,,
3 CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thahk you. Are there b
4 others oﬁ:tye public who Qﬁufﬁ‘liké to testify? Are
é there any final comments, questions Erom committee
6 members?
7 " Let me thank a%l of you for two intense days °
8 lof very active listening and remind you that our next
] |steps will be once the report has been prepared and
10 the transcript is available, it will bé sent to you
11 for your ;omment. Please read these careﬁuliy and
i2 return .them to Chicago a; guickly as péssible so that
13 WF cap move toward our next meeting in January,
14 |probably in Columbus, where we pulled it together in -
15 final form. Peter, do you have any final i
16 instrugtion; for us?
17 Do I have a motion for adjournment?
18 MS. ORTEGA: So moved. :
a8 MR. LEVENTHAL: T second.
20 ? | CHAIRMAN B%TTLE: All those in favo£ say
21 |ave. " . -
22 vt THE COME}TTEE: %ye.
23 CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very much. We
:

§
CHALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984



10-

11
12

13

15.

16
17
18

18

[¥3

1N

3 Sy;;.

o I

| stand adjourned. -

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings were adjourned

*
«

at 1:00 p.m.) p ¢
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CERTIFICATICN .

I,” VERNETTA HALSELL, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter, state that I reported in shorthand the

*

testimony taken in.the above-entitled matter, and
lthat this constitutes a true and accurdte
Eranscripton‘of my shorthand notes so tdken as

aforesaid.

-
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