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meeting of the Ohic Advisory Committee to the U:S.
., N B N 3 - .
Commisgsion on Givil Rights will come to order. For

the benefit ¢f thoge in owr audience, I'11 intreduce

‘myself and my¥ colleagues. Wy name 1% Lvnwood Battle,

and I'm the Chairperson ¢f the Advigory Committess
Members of the Committee who are here with me this

morning are fromw my right, Sally Powless, Roberta

|Presley, Barbara Rodemever. Ray Leventhal, Virginia

Oritega and Bradford Wilson.

In addition, we have our analyst from
Chicago, Péée: Minarik and the Chicago Regional
Office is maaaged.by the Regional Director. Consbance
Davisg. Wefre here to conduct a factfinding méetinc
for the purpose of gathering information on hate
crime in Ohic. The jurisdiction of the Commission
includes ﬂiscrigination or the” denial of egual
protection of the laws because of zacé, &olor,
religion, sex, age. aisability or national erigin.
Information which relates to the topic of the forum

will bp egpecially helpful fo the Advisory Commigftee.

The proteedinus of this meeting, which are being

‘recordéd by Vernmetta Halsell, a public stenographer,

will be sment to the Conmission Eeor its advice and

s
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|consideratiaon. Infermation provided@ may alsc be used

by the Advisory Committee to plan futyre activities.

ki

At the‘cé%§ﬁt, I want to remindg éveryone
ypresent ¢f the ground viles. This is a peblic
meetino opén to the media and the genéral public.
Iﬁut,‘we have a very full schedule of people who will

be making presentétions within the 1imited time that

|we have availablg. The time allotted for each

-

|presentation must be sirictly adhered to: This will

include & preSentaéing by each participant, followed
'by»éuéstiena from ‘committes menbers. "

Tao aceoméq§§ﬁe those persons who have not
 beeh invited, bub w%é*ﬁi@h‘ta make statements. we
have schﬁégled an open $éﬁ$ion toéayigt 3:30 and
tomorrow, August 20€H at 11{39. Anyoene wishing to
make 2 statement during that peried should gontact

| Peter Haherick for %ch@éaiingi Written statements
may be nﬁbmitﬁed'éé committee members oy staff here

L)

today ox by mail o the U.8. Commission on Civil

b

Rights, 55 West Meonroe, Suite 410, Chicago, Illinois.
The récord of this meeting will close on September

'13th, 1993, . . i

Now. - some of the statements made here today

A
€ -

L]

L]

HALSELL & HELSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL {312) 236-4984
~ S,J

»



13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

|may be ccﬁtrav;fsiél. We want to enéure thdt ail

linvited ouests ﬁo.ngt defame or éeq:aﬁe any‘#erﬁcn or
., .

organization. In order Lo ensnre ;hat%alb~aspegts of

the issues are repxéseﬁgedg knowledgeazble pergons

with a widd variety ©f experience and viewpcints have
|been invited to share information with us. Any

persen or organizatiomn that feels defamed or degraded

-

by statements madle in @hesa‘grqcéeéiﬁgs shotild

contact our staff during the meeting so that we can

provide a chance for 2 public response,. %

1

2

Alternately,., such persvns of organizations

|can file written gtatements Lor Inclusion in the ,
proceedingsy I urge all persens making presentations

& b4

to be jndicicus in their statements.,
 The advigory Committee finally appreciatesg .
the willinghess of all p&tticipanta-tpAShaga thedir:

$ » £y ¥

views and-experié¢nce with the Commdittes.

3

Welcome, Hr. Thomag, the floor is ¥ours.

SAM THOMAS III,

-
e

. And, to the rest of ‘the Committee, it's my

»

| pleasure t0 be here.. Endy as you kaowy Wy name is
| Sam Thomas zzzﬁ 1'm the Executive Directer of the

City of Gleveland's Conmunity Relations Board, and

N B
i i{g »

(R

FES

¥ ox
-

£
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I'm here to provide information regarding the "status
of hate crimes in Cleveland, and to provide an

o « % 1 .

analysis of how and why these incidents ogour.

[ 3
A

I &6 have a handgut EQ% ¥you that relates

very much te the demographics’and the type of

incidents that have otcorred and a chionélogy here
ligting some of the incidents that have dcourred

.
1

through the years; if I gan just --

» v 't 2 .

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We're going %o have some

competition, it seems, from our left and right. Sos

H
L

‘I'11l a8k you to speak as directly into the microphene

a8 vou can just so thet we aten’t distracted by the

%

other competition.

e =

MR- THOMAS: Certainly. In 1987: the State

of Ghio pabsed an ethnic intimidation law. And, that
law %as promulgated by two state senators at the
“time, Michael R. Whitea‘wﬁaﬁcurrent}y serveg as the
Maycr of the City of Cleveland, and Senator Lee
‘Pisher. That particelar law gave ﬂsia handle, if yvou
will, cé the training that we have subseguently done
:with the Cleyeland pPolice Bép&rtﬁent anﬁ;algc how we,
‘in the City of Clevelahd., chaxactezgge, if\ybu wilie

‘hate crime. Our legal definition comes from the Ohie
1 .

4

- t * -

Tt

1
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|Revised Code that makes it a crime td commit certain’
; £ 3 ki ¥ a s -
gcktg or threats agdingt individuagls sr their property

because of the victinm's race, r&ligianré; ethnicity.
Thig law alleows for = éieat an&rgnﬁaisa definition of
:a hate crime. It's an effective law erffprcement
tool. 1It's also gymbolic and that & strang‘meésage

is sent to potential perpefrators ang vidétims that we

toke véry seriously the victimization of someons

other words, becauge of who they are. %his mezsage
is pade strongly when coupled as've do in Cleveland
|lwith strong enforcements. We have a special unit of
the Cleveland Police Depariment that exclusively
|handlee ‘these types of crimes, and thétfa cur ROPE
lunit. And that acronvm stands for Repeéat Offenders
Program Enforcement. It's a group of detectives and
:they égeyakilleé in following up of hardened
criminzis. BSo, we turn them zloose on suspects in

| £hése tygahgf crimes. mﬁ%ﬂlaw 2lso alldws ue to
distincuish hate crimes aﬁé other cri%inal activity
itﬁatmay eccery between people of diffsrent cultuzal
‘Eacquqpnés, Noew, why is that}impartaﬁé? I think
that befcéé the law was pasgsed. there ééﬁ*qo

¥
A

because of their race., rélidion or ethpicity. In -y

By

B3} T
¥ g
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distinguishment between someope writing on the wall

4l

|or the outside hoﬁ%e of a fémily that's ragcially

'
isolated. ¥Wo distipctien,made between;Jehnny loves
Mary being written on the .cutside of their house and
|nigger move out of %hg neighborhoosd. Ko )
distinguishment, they both were called vandalism.
|50, this law helped teo distinguish and to put more
'sevazity“ta the aAct itgelf. So, we think it's véry
‘impertant that that digtihction was made.

In addition to the legal ﬁefinitiﬁn of a
hate crime, there are eother definitions. The geperal
public sometimes will define a racial slﬁz'ézyname
lealling as & hate grime., Sometimes a victinm of a
crime, speh as @ robbery. will consider.the incidents
;ta be racially motivated if the perpetrator is of
another ‘race. This is especially true if the

‘perpetrator usually has the upper hand by usually

being harmed or bhyrbeing the agaressor, uses racial

slurs by committing such 4 crime. ¥The victim may
have been obvViously séiaﬁted‘bec&ﬁsa'gf senier
atah{é,, wear expensive jewelry. Buk, if during the
course of the robbery: these slurs are maﬁe,ethe

-

victim may well fedl he 6r she was singled ouk

*

'I

*
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jbecause of who they are. race, religion, ethnicity.

N

We have seen a shift in the type of incidents from
what we ¢ell move-in or unwelcome in neighborhood
viclence gduring the mid '"80%s. to a mofe random type

of violence today. &nd, just let me say that when I
i *
talk about move-in viclence, thig was & phenomenon

M

that came on the tails of a ourt reling that
|mardated BUD and the lecal uhilt of HUD, CMBA here
locally to purchase Gr(make»acquisitioﬁs citside of .
Central and Heff, the hormal areas where they had
|been acguiring units. It just fostered more ‘

|segregation. Thus, they forced in the court ruling
lte make their acguisitions if some of the

e

|that have the High@sﬁ;ﬁﬁmhef of inciﬁents‘thrcagh the
‘YQarsm‘}ThESE are—hxéas?ﬁﬁere Bfrican. Bmericans and
Bispanicgs move ianto a@§&$=ef;£he;aity'whﬁne they had
never live@;in before. %hé{fs success in terms of
fair housing, bui the welcome that ;hey sgmetimes

s

received was the downside of that sucgess. I said

the word random because we don't have aby evidence

“t

that there 'are -erganized gr@ﬁpé that dre sget up in

<

our community. Host of what tdkes place is Of a

an u-.
- —

Ineighborhedds that we'll look -a¥ in a few minutes -

o
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|mimigking fdature of what the Klan professes grwﬁf the
Skinheads. Bor it's a randdém type of vielenée that
we have. During ghe garly and mid '88%'s, Cleveland
neighborhoods were more racially segregated than in
the 1956%s. Bt that time, most viciﬁm55Wexe
African—-gmericans families that moved into
predominantly or exclosively white:neighberhoods.
They wege often pé% Witg vetbal threats or wvendalism
vﬂone to thelr homes. In the '96's, most incidents
were still directéd towards African~Amegrigens, but
often tha ineide%ts occurred while @he victims were
in public places. conducting éheir day~tp~day
business. FExamples are ranéom assaulté én victims in
vehicles or valking down the street, Sometimes the
vigtin ig, in fact, perceived by thé perpetrators as
one who has invadéd their turf. Buk ociten, both
parties are on éegtﬁal @ﬁré and‘in %ﬁbsa business
sectorss Let me just further say that CHMHA has some
faiz hansing egpextunit@@a‘fax lovwer inccmér '
individwals that puts them in middle class
‘neiqhbérhqhﬁs and because of the ¢comomic plight that
has cut acrdss all racial®lines, sometimes when

n

‘African-Mmericans or other people of color meve into
Wy B

*

»

13 A
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these neighberhoeds, inte these homes that have been
?efu:ﬁisheé. And nexi door, voufve got thig white
worker who has been lafd oFE, they ha@é anamosity
against this family tha%'has just moved in apd might
perpetrate scme type of hésﬁiiity‘§vertly to that
family because cof.ihat. Theyire ggt%ing an advantage
4

that we don®t have. "

Sometimesg, external evenits havs stimulated

these incidents. During the\Gulf“arises; Arab

Emericans became viectims. , Although pricr &6 and

after the crises., there were very few such victims.

|&ncther exanple ig.éﬁring ﬁéyf 1592, after the LA

F

crises, there was a disproportionate numbet of white
victims who were assaulted. During these assaulis,

the name of Rodney King was coften repeated mnd

‘mentigned, *

i

A 4

Let me agdhere thet we have rot bhad a

Isignificabt number'of individuals claiming to be

affiliated with bate groups in Cleveldnd., Our

3

intelligence has ubcovered less than a dozen

individuals citywide. A&dditionally, we have not had

1

any incidents where the perpetrator has been a member

%

|or claimed te be & member of a hate group. Now, what

1
13
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thét means is that we've bad individvuals through the
media proclaimr to be members of these hate groups:

‘individuals that have heen found guilty of -

perpetrating these evenpts. We have found no evidence

-4

;that they actually have been members of ﬁhezgrcaps.
I want to make that distfinauishments

Another significant shift in recent ¥ears

|relates to the race of the victims., During the ‘

11886% 5, the vast majority of vichimg wers

-

Afrivan~Americans. While in' the *50°%s, the majority

e > . - I's -
of victims sre still African—Americansy; but in the

, O .
last two vears, we've seen a sigrifigant increase in

white victims. &Andx I might say vis-a-vis*the Rodney

5
L]

Kipg factor having & lot to de with that. BAgain, )
e e . L
these are mostly incidénts In.public places.

Whites are almost never thre;teheé because
of where they choose to live. Seiﬁnm é&c white
‘homebuyers choose to move in predominantly
African-Bmerican neighborhoods. Often, white
residents living in predomipantly African~American
jneighberhwads are those who chose to remain in their,

‘homes as the area becemes re-gegregated from white te

| African~Bmericang. And, what we've found initially

—

;;;;
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|african—-bmérican ar a pergon of color moving inte 2

=

lis that it's during the initial perjod that an

&

community. that theyvire victimized. After geveral -
months or a year or so, they'ré no longer victimized.

We think thaé they've gotten to ke 2 known factor in

the community. I thipk it adds a lot of credance to
gomething that we've heard over and over and over

again. That in order to get bevend, vou know. this

|phenomenon, education is geigg to have to be

"

|administered. Sar I think the neighbors havé gotten

4

o know this family snd have become scmewhat
protective of the family once they get to know them.

Often, these residents are seniors. There appears to

bt 4

*

be a certain amount, to put it back in contezxt,
talking ahout the whites who have remained ’in the

nejghborhoods and who have not beep victimized. so

they're seniors. There appears t¢ be a certain

¥

amcunt of defference and respect for the long time
regidsnig.. We have not had incidents invelving black

residents intimidating these leng time white

residents and suggegtions that tHey should move.

b3

Conversely. when bBlack residents have moved into

ey 4 . . . .. g s X s . -
white neighbgrhoods; they're often me: with suspicion

k]

3
s

o~

Y

»
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| slave to the clogk.

L

nw ¥

and fear, irrational myths and stereotypes regarding

propert¥ values and crime may cause white residents

r

|t make the new arrivals feel uncomfortable. In

-

extreme cases, this has resulted in %ncidents,

Rather than analyze the detalls of specific

hate crimes, I believe it would serve us begter to-

discuss the conditions inherent in crogs cultural

intolerance. Bnd, before I go into that, let me fingd

cut, you didn't say how much time I have, HMr. Chalr

I3

‘so how aré we Going on time? »
‘ CHATR¥AN BATTLE: About 9:30, wed 1ike to
nove tg obur next speaker.’ But, we have a 1little bix
of Fflexibility. We'd like to understand evérvihing

you have to cffer,us this morning. So, we wen't be a

¥

HMR. THOMAS: Qkay. What is this hate crime

and where did it ¢ome 'from? And, woght importantly,

N

‘what can we do about it? Is it really bake or is it

fear? «Lould it have pomething to do with living in a

‘highly competitive gsociety vhere some may feel it's

‘necessary Lo reduce the werth of others in ofder to

inflate our own accemplishments? Host pedple whe

»
g

‘have observed chilézén of diverse backgrounds at play

3

“

ks
-
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with each other will agree that we're born with =

natural curiosity and acceptance. It bgcomes clear

[that exkernzl, envircnmentasl forces influende

chilérgn“s.éttitu&as‘ﬁnﬂ intélerance as we waktch

children become glder and less tolerant of other

cultures. Often this is ma£i£este& in verbal
linteraction whereby slﬁis are used that have heen
|obvicusly observed f£rom othets, sgmetimes parents.
‘Chilﬁran observe adults tréatiagwﬁtharﬁ ﬂg talking
iabeut atéer éuitures In negative wéys; 2 Very
{typical example is when you are seated around the
dinner tgp{g, yor know., the kidsg, the uncles. the
 pa£énts, and they make the parents make note of the

fact that this fanily moved in across the street who' -

iccks different thap everyone around that fable. and

i

Y

| they say well now, the property values are golna te
.éa dodin. O, anetﬁax ﬂﬁeqag?c'waulé Bﬁghhat this

| samé famiiy*s ieadership parent will go over and
invite that family to ceme quer and haﬂé.ﬁinnér if
they loock iike the family sitting around ?he table or

14

|take them ont to have ice cream, but they don't do
the same for +the family that locks aifferent. A very
subtle way of pasaiﬂg;&h“a very powerful megsage to

3

o
al
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the kids. Andy in dur city, a majority of the.

s

|perpetrators of these crimes are yocuthful teenage

S

6ffenders. Children cbserve adults treating others
or talkino about vther cultures in necative ways. It
may even be done uncensciously by adilts. Because

this intolaerance permeates our soclety,.we 211 must

~

regiize how destruetive and costly it is to our
socliety. We mugt -make strong commitmentg to identify

and confront it opn hoth the individual and

L

linstitutional levels., & silence that hores the
|problem will go away or just takeun of itself will not

|work for ws. Tt's not enough that people 6f various

-
%

| races, religions or céliures work side by side. HNore
sften than not. co-workers leave their place of
enplaoyment omnly Lo rekurn to their segregated

lifestvles. And, I'nm reminded of an anngcdote that

x ¥

one of my ztaff members tells all the time about
these twoe guys worked together for 28 vyears. Upon

retirement, they acknowledced the fact that thev have

-

been very good frfiends:, but thev don't know the nanes
of each other’s kids eor have visited one another's

 homes. B8eo. rgally, they havenlt gotten te know one
- another .« Aﬁ&,éiﬁ the words of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

3

]
i

&
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|King., he taught us that men hate each other betause

jtheg.fear&éach other, ﬁpd, they femr sach other
becanse they don't know ome @not er. And, they don'i
know one aﬁgther because they don't communicate.
| They ﬁon?§ cpmmunicate becaugse they arejggyaratea
'frém one anatheg‘ KN ) *
While it*s\ﬁ§$ tole of the Comﬁﬁﬁity
Relations Board in the City of Cleveland to develop
dialogue groups that are multi-cultural to bring
these peﬁgléitﬁgetherg fe get te know one ancther &and
brehk down that hate-fear that lezds to the
'inciéen§s4 And, T think thét ag you 1g§k at the
bottom of?ﬁhe handout I qa?g, the numbel.ﬁf incidents
by vear; y%u wili see that when we £i:;£§5tanted in
|1984 keeping statistiés, we recorded 24 inc;aenﬁs and
we didn*t bhave at that particular timg a yvardsticks
'if you will, or a definition because E;mamber the
|ethnie intimidation law wasn't passed until 1887.
Aanda as vou can see, we've increased and ‘than welwve
started to decrease. and, this year, if we contince
at our current rate of i{ngident&, we're going to be

|down 72% from where we were in 1587. Why? I think

it*'s because of the vigorous law enfdrcement and asg

*

i . X

1.
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well as the proactive measpfes we've taken through
the dialoghic growps. :

We had one incident or one situation where

4

lin one of our neighborboods that i noted For these
kind of incidents, somé African-American yvouth

approached Curiéay Randge, who is the Chair of the v

%

dizlogue group in this community and said, you knowy

loever in this playéground where we African~Americans

have been beaten up and the like for yeéars arnd vears.

well they've painted that in Italian gelors. BAnd, we

|take great offense to that. You know, we think
that’s an affront to our community. And, they went

o Curley to help to have the dialogue group becone

inveolved .in resolving that as opposed to getting

‘their own paint or theilr own-sticks and ¢oing to the

plavground and perpetrating viclence there. We
%

tailked about it. We*wve learned that the Itélian

‘American community painted those colors becauyse they
think that they wanted to take pride iﬁ the
‘facilities and to upgrade them. &and, the

African—Amnerican community had an gpyerténitg to hear

that the Itzliian American community had an

oppertunity te hear how upraised the African

@

B
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community was that it was painted in the Italian.

Jell, anyway, the dialogue, and that's what these

laroups arer dialoaue gropups caused for an amicable

|solutien te that problem that could have blogwn up to

who knows what heights.

I do not beliéve upward economic mobility is

_ X : :

the complete answér. It will zddress the dispair and
digenghantment afflicting the upﬁét clasg who have no
hope, under class, I'm sorry. under class who have no
hope and do not receive the prospectis of ever being
pazhmbf the American;mainstzeam, It may allow the
victims of prejudice and bigo;ry to suffer the
indignities more easily. but it will not restore the

dignity of all people. Bll people have an., -

|lingdlienable right to this. This is obvious when we

L

observe the econecnic anzlvsis of why a black family

en public assistance is harassed out ¢f & middle

jclass neiqghborheod. After this inecident happened, it

was conveniently suggegted that the vietim posed 2

| threat £0 the middle class neighborhood. It was

interesting to observe a similar scenafic where

2

{another family. on public assistance ¥as allowed te

n

|1ive in peace. That family was white. There are

¥
~ -

}
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also countless instances whefe African-American
doectors andé 1aﬂyefs~§urchq§e homes in afflﬁent white
suburbs and are greated with cross burnings and
vandalisma. 3

BEqual oppertunities in employment and
‘education are absgolutély necessary. Buat, until we
Gecide to take meaningful, affirmative steps toward
|cross cultural enderstanding and appreciation, we
will not address the fear aﬁé mistrust which can lead
to intolerance and hate. Iﬁaividuals‘anﬂ
institutiochs mush ‘take these affirmative acts. This
includes parents, teachers, corporations, media,

e

elected officials and othérs. We must learn to deo

|something that we have not done veéry well. We must
learn to communiéate openly about our attitudes and
feelings. We must léaﬁﬂ that +true muotual respect
will translate to progress and ubWaré mobility feor
all. ‘We nust talk. to our children when they are
‘conf;cnted by Eulturally demeaning or insensitive
images or actions. “We must openly confrﬂn% these
Lsituations in public. We must beiﬁublicly intolerant

of prejudice and bigotry. We must demand this of our

educational institutions. ThHey must teach our

RS ]
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children well. -Childrex must be given the ability to

resist and chance negative attitudes of adults,
i - ko A v

¥
<

including parents. Childrén learn so=called new
math. Somehow, they're able to go home tb-parents

who do not understand this concept; arnd parents and

hA 2 t

children learn the nevw math together. We must demand

-

the institutions of higher learﬁinﬁ'légitimize the
field of human relations and cross cultural

‘understanding as a méaningful and neceggary' field of

endeavor. We must challenge the media £o take

affirmative acts towards zddressing this problem.

Because of the egiéhing stereotypes, the media must

%

ask if certain images re-enforce thede stereotypes.

|As an example. the media must re—consider. the effect

rer 1

'of nighly newscasts that display Africin-American

males in handcuffs. It must consider that most

P v

parents will not tell their children that most black

males do not end uwp being arrested. The .

entertainment industry must consider the exisiing
stereotypes and take affirmative acts tovards

‘rectifying the situation wvhen considering the content
: .

and casting. Ohvidusi§, government has &

responsibility to address ﬁhis‘prcblemy The?blectéd

b

e

H 3

&
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dialogué groups a&s 1 spoke ¢fs The Mayor and the

we just let thinags happen. Local governments must

L1 5

officials were continued 4o sponsor legislation that

£

- v - - - 2 - » 3 Y
ultimately conveys o our society what is deemed.

accepidble behavior. A sgtrong commitment to

® E

enforcement s both philosophical ahd financial is also

necessary. Here in Cleveland. Wayor Michael R. White

€

has adopted as one of his 5 campaign plztforms the

limprovement of race relations. He has not abandoned

¥

|these & platforms now that he's the Mayor. He

continues to publicly address this issye. It has

&

resulted in residents of diverss cultures ahd

communities coming together and cifering him

2

|enthusiastic support. He has instituted éultoral

]

residents have taken an affirmative act because they

n

|know the situation will not he addtessed naturally if

+

T

have the courage to admit that there is a problem.

L

Bere in Cleveland we have taken significant steps to

‘identify the scope ©of the problem of hate crimes. -

&

And, what I'd like to do novw. feeling that

~

time is wearing on, ig just refer you to the handout.
| : .

And, in the handout on the first page. we just

|basically give an overview of the incidents that

H

]

1%

r
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occurred in 1992, There were 48 inciﬂents.“‘I% You
lcompare that 48 to 1891, you see that therd was an
‘increase‘when a#ll alonyg we had had a decrease. ‘Welir
zgainy going back to the Rodmey King factor, in the

r~

|month of May last year, we had 10 incidents., 10

L K]

W

|incidents compared te, I think, 1 or 2 the prévious
year. So, that Raﬂnayfﬁiné factor acecounted for why
we had the increase laéﬁ”yéaxt So far this vear, ve
Jon*t have the Rodney Kingxfactor,ithu@ we are
‘looking at about a 75% decrease in the number of
lsacial ingidents by year's ends.

If you look on the Page 18, actually., this
;came out ©of Hur end o©f the year report. I tﬂ@uqht
this was the relev;nt part for vou, vou can look at
the ethnic background of the victims and vou can see
how we've gone to an almost exclusive or
\predeminantly African-Amerdican victimization back to

S

|1988 where 82% were, of all victims were

African~Americans. And, as you go across, you'll see
that that number has been reduced %0 56% with whites

and éisyanic Americansg*becoming more numérous. And.,

for those of yéu that might know the City of

~

Cleveland geegraphically, -Addendum B is a

“
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‘ﬁ%mographics-of wthere theycrimé of haté violep;e has
|taken place ‘in our community. And, where you see the
?moét numercgé acts, those are the communities where
‘we've set up the dialogue groups. It makes Ssgnse,
since we have limited resources, we can't put one up
‘iﬁ’éach cgmﬁunity ané Ee effective. In Addendum C on
Page 20 1ists peliticai‘warés so that we caé work

-

with the council personsg in order to bring a seolution-

ite the problem. And. we havé them broken down BY
Tpoiice district and breken down by %he month in the
'four years that are ﬁaptionég there. The t¥pe of
incidents, Addendum.F on %aéé 23, you can see there.
and then, we get inte the‘actual gcenarios, beginning
on Page 24. Here is a good example of what I
|mentioned. I see in éhis scenario &ere;:?ne in which
I became véry much involved in. It was reported that
{the African-American males that attacked this white
male in the May'Znﬂ, the “gay after pz“? days after
' the Rodnéy King or the jnry -— after the verdict, I
think it wasﬂiﬁ\the Rédney K;ng casée was announced,
the first verdict, these” Afridan-American males
‘ " * .n
enraged by khat, attacked this white male. 2Bnd, you
% *

can iaah-éownuand sééw you know, £he tvpe of crime

¥

«
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that we have in this area. y

3

Why don't I let vou look through those, if

you wish, angd then I'm ready teo take any guestions

| that you have or comments.

T

CHAIRNAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Thomas.

Let me First ask if you could briefly describe the
‘relationship of the Community Relations Board to the
City of Cleveland and specifically vour relationship

to the Police Division in Cleveland. Do you engage

"

in investigations yourself, exactly what is your

|intervention in these issues of hate crimes?

L3

MR. THOMAS: We ‘have a very &ophidticated

-

‘pretocel that was ' put in place back in 1986° when

those residents stafted moving into those racially

isolated umits. We have asked CMEA to make Community

Relatiens aware of these units, and when pecple were

| scheduled to move into them. We, in turn.

commuriicated to the Cleveland Pclice Department the

@ddress of ‘ragially isolated families s6 that when a
3 he

| femily moved.in and a call came from that house, they

l; “«

were to receive an automatic guick responss. Bo, at
‘any time when an incident occurs, laét night was a

good example, about 9:00 ofclock my~§h9ne rang. It

+
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was from the radic dispatch, and the dispatcher teld

me that there had been a racial incident that

Y

locourred. I determined the nature of it and whether

lor not it was prudent for me to go en the scene te .
- he £y

help to decision méke-at that point. *'i, in turihe.

before I left the officé this merning, I dictated a

¥

memo ©d put the Mayer on alert as to what Happened.
the safety directer, the police chief apd the council

2 b
person. 8o, the police, they notify me &ny btime of
’ T
the day or night of any time these incidents oeccur so

I can let the;ﬁayqfhkncw immediately if its of that

magnitude. In terms of investigations: -we do not get

£y

invelved until after the FOPE unit goes opuk and deals

with all the witnesses, the victims, et cetera are
fresh. And after that, then, we do our thing. We

think that we provide a unigue servide. We want to
do everyvthing in Community Relations we can to help

put the life of the victim back In order, whether it

means helping to £ind them a new place to live, food,
Imoney, whatever it is that helps, psychic care,
referring to the atbtorney general's office for their

witness victim services hecause sometinegs these
incidents damage psychologically the wickims

4]

®

-
e
K
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immensely, as you know. Well; we want to provide
whatever service we can to put the Iife of the victim . 7

back together. Then, after we've been given the

X

‘green light to contact the vietim te go inteo the

neighberhood, cur role is to interview neighbors and

~

perhaps we can come up with some intelligence that we

feeé to the Cleveland Police toc facilitate the

4

:inv&stigation. If you'll notice in some of the
;litarature I passad Qué to you, that in the first 3
vears of this decades there have been over 1060
‘arrests made*iﬁ,qut the "3 years. That compares to

more arrésts than were made during the emtire 198Q's

T 4

because of the‘joiﬁk working relationship between CRB

%

‘and the Cleveland Police., I think it's a very

A

coeperativeyone where the c¢hief has béen cited in
meetings to sgay Sawm Thomas receives phone ¢alls
|before I do from the Cleveland Police. I think welre

very much ﬁistiqguished from, say. a city like L.A.

o, 3 !’
s

where the police @nd the community were very much
- estranged from one atiother., '

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: (Questiond, committee

*e

members, questi%n?

1

MS. POWLESS: I havekoner just briefly

#
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reading over this first page., you ha?é I see that
11008 of the perpettators in 1992 were males. Is that
|pfetty standard?

MR. THOMAS: That's correct., We've had

S

|Eemales that have been perpetrators. but usually

¥
|they're alcng with males and may not be the leading

parties. But, yves, theére are some female

perpetratorsa

*

S, POWLESS?Y One wother gquestion. I don’t

|see anything in here  about hate crimes against gays

ff

and lesbians. Is there another group that focuses on

those particular groups?
MR, THOMAS: Yésw Thg Mary Ann Finnegan

R

Project in the gay -and leshian community collects

v

those statistics. And, I have tried tg Work with

them for them to share thobe statistics with us so
‘that, vow know, I think veu all know, and probably
the reason you're deing this is you want to determine

" %, X, . )
+ |the extent of what's going on sc¢ thHat we can

‘legislate and enforce to the appropriate level.

<,

Well, I haven*t received the type of response that I

A »

‘o 5 N F K . a
|think is desirable,from their reporting in order to

report te local government.

=3

”
i B
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CEAIRMAN BATTLE: #r. Leventhal?
MR. LEVENTHAL: HMr. Thomas, vou mention in
your remarks that part of the problem lies with the

media, the hevspapers, radio, TV. Has your

organization had any eontact with them? And, if so,

‘have they cooperated with you?

MR. THOMASY  Good question. Yes, we have:

4

by virtue of different venues that we might be in.

For ene, welre very much invelved with the Greater

‘Cleveland Roundtable. BAnd, the roundtable has four

%

‘committees, one is entitled the media committee. And

&

that committee has been in ¢he business of providing

sensitivity training for upper levels in the media

and in corporate America all together.

EY

Becendly, invelved with the dialogue groups

that are-cut in the community. grassroots, They have

held forum& where they've invited the media

successfully to come and to hear from thete

grassroots individuals the dilitarioups impact of some
2

of the reporting. Again. to sensitize the media.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Hr. Wilsen?

HR. WILSON: Yes, thank you, Hr. Chairman.
. )
I have a cpuyie of guestions. Mr. Thomas; to

A

®
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|elarify, I guess the reliability of the statistics.
. because statistics gre what most peeople loock at

immediately to form some general judgment ¢f how bad
Al ~

'a problem is. And, yeu've done an impreséive jeb
here of collecting statistics for the Committeer and
I would imagine ;hat“they‘ll play an important role
in the Committee's réport. And. sa, I would like to
get at a couple of guestions regarding the
‘reliability of the statisticf.‘ g g

MR. THOMAE: Surely.

MR. WILSON: One ig this, vour report

presents the incidents of hate crimeg in Cleveland as
{
facts they have occurred. ¥Yet, not all of them,

L4

perhaps not even a majority of them made it into the

legal system. IE's your office's judgment, based on

I3

what was reported te the police. that théré‘wasr that

these were hate crimes, Yeit, as.I say, the

{committing of them never got to _the level of full

hearings in the court system where alleged vicktims

{and slleged perpetrators would have had an
opportunitys to:make their case. How confident are
you, then, that these reports of hate crimes are

B %

.

accurate?
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MR. THOMAS: First of all, let me respond
that I’m veéry disappeinted that our statistics show

that we've decreased at the rate that we have because

#

I think that if more pecple were aware of this crime

W

and that they have been wictimized or that there's a

phone aumber, that they <an call to report ity or they

|felt free in regofting'itw that the numbers would

continue to incféasé, despite the facé that the media
now is helping to send & message that this will not
be ccndone@. Law enforcement is sending that message
ak the same ‘time that it's not condoned, I think
that for every one incident that's reporﬁ;ar thereh
are probably apether 10 that are not reported, for
any npumber of reasdﬁa. I think that the Asian

American cemmunity is ong that's victimized in

‘silénce. I think that the gay and lesbian community

v
'3

is another that's victimized, to a largé degree, in
'silence and chodses to repotrt to the Mary Ann
Finnegan project ag opposed to Sam Thomas. Why? I

think that for every case there's probably a

ldifferent reason why it's.not reported.

Now, to deal diréetly with your question,

‘2

‘how reliable do I think these numbers are,

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS% Chicago, IL
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considering they haven®t had the scrutiny of a

courtroom setting. We exercise great pain before we

label ar incident as racially motivated, if youn will.

But. let me say we're very liberal at first in having

it raised up to be scrutinized. In other words, when

|the police officers dre out on the street and they

get a report of this crime, we say that if it locks

like a duck., waddles like a duck, quacks like a duck,

then consider it to be & duck. HNow, under further

[scrutiny through the ROPE unit, we sit onm & monthly

basis and we look at all of those cases that have

been liberally labéeled as racially motivated

incidents. And, we look at element by €lemént of the

+

Hate Crimes Act ané we ferret out, at least in

theory, wheéther or not it meets all the elements of

that crime. And thern, Iif it does:, then thal's where

»

the charge comes from:. So, based on that, I feel

pretty confident that it has all the elements to be

called a hate crime, notwithstanding the fact that it

hasn't gone to court and stood up under Ffurtiher

*

| serutiny. But, I think something that's even more

important than whether or not it &tands up under

scrutiny and that is the message -that a Hate Crimes

HALSELL § HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicagc, IL (312) 236-4884
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1Aact sends out to the community. AaAnd particuiarly the

<

penalty enhancement aspect of the Ethnic Intimidation

|Law. It says that, thig crime is more sericus and

should be treated dore seriowsly than other types of

crime per se.
« «

HR. WILSONSs My understanding ig that law
~cnr£egtly is notnagérative becaise the State Supreme
Court had declared if umcopnstitutional. énéf T thiﬁk
;that‘s being reviewed again. But, right now, it's

‘not law?

MR. THOMAS

L1}

_ Well; ‘you know that that. our

|iaw, what you say--

N -

MR. WILSOHN: The ethnic intimidation?
MR. THOMAS: The Wisconsin statuté, which
|is a penalty enhancement statute similar to curs, has-

‘been upheld so --

u
&

MR. WILEON: Right, I understand that.

HR. THOMASG: It's just a matter of time, I
feal.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We have time for one more

|guestion from the Committee before we'll need to move
‘to our next speaker. Dr. Wilson?

MR, "WILSON: If no one elge has . a guestion.

2

4
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CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Ms. Rodemeyer does.
1 MS, RODEHEYER: I wasjwonaeringjwith this
{lack of enforcement, is it possible that people
|believe if they report or prosecute, sign a
.compiaint, that they Wcﬁft be protected against
retaliation? And, it's not mediation.or
|understanding or anything else, they just wankt to
guiet it. '

KR. THOMAS: Yeg, well, I'm sure that

that’s a factor in the reduced number of incidents
that are reported to us becéuse they still have teo
live in that communi%y, But, we try te be as
'reassu:ing as possible te victims. I ddn“? know of

any cases in our city where there have: been

reprisals, per se.

2

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: With Mr. Brste's

AH.

ndulgenfe, we would want the record to be complete

|here, so I'll recognize Dr. Wilson for a final

N 3

EI i

cguestiona.

3
MR., WiLSON: I'11 pass.
CEATIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very much, Mr.

Thomas, I apprec¢iate your appearing befote us and the
p PP :

information you left with us. '

-

i
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much. Mich sucess in ybour endeavors: .

3

4
* "~

MR. THOMAS: My pleasure. ‘Thank you very
1

¥

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Eé;ter please gerrect

|me if I'm misproncuncing your name. Good morning.

faay
£

. L ERSTE S

W

e i

MR. ERSTE: Good morning and thank ‘you.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Good morning. i
HR. ERSTEs: Let the record show that I'm not

- 4 ¥

| the Director, put the Assistant Directdor of the

*

Citizens, League and the Citizens League Research
. o

‘Institute. I wouldn't mind a promotfion, but neither
hT) N ¥

am I seeking it. " o ‘

£

What I've given vou is an extrdct From a

preliminary report which “is marked confidential, not

[N

e » PO I .
for release. Mainly because given the press of our

bl
business at the Leagie and the way that this report
‘ 4 % g . - T -
evolved, it served dur purposes in thisg forum. In .

&

| other words, we didn't Have another three weeks to

i
2

Ibring it te completion. So, the graphs are in a

¢ertain order, but not necéssarily labeled that way.

And, what you have is an excerpt, dnvway.

&

The executive summary I would draw vour
- xoL

+

'attention to, which #s what I thought I would go

*

' 1
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through*and tell you what this is. This is our
annual Qﬁ}l. TWo vears ago, I spoke te vou about our
 1991 poll results. These are our 195892 pnllrrésults
which are a year later. As you knoﬁ@ this is 19893.
We're abaut ég go inte the field with our gurvey and
|we'll a§& s%me ofctyese guestions agaizs But, we
have net yet: dong that. And so, at‘yagr reguest, T
was going to givesyeu the 1952 results which do
|include the period after the police incident;in which
Rodney FKing was aktacked., Bnd so, there's some

information about thét. What this poll doeg is tells

you what Clevelanders are thinking about race

2
. »
/

|relatiohs. We ask guestions that éealfyith their
perceptions about the state of race and ethnic
relations. ‘Weftxy’%e-c%jeetively rieasure what?s
sctrally occurring in te;ms of race relations as
ﬁpppbsed~§§‘what‘s.gaing on inside people’s mind. So,
ve ask theﬁ’ébdut their experiences and tﬂis
'informatidn tracks tc some extent with Mr, Thomas®
infarmation. Qur poll is county wid;, Qnﬂ s0 we'wve
got aboupt twob-thirds of our sample fyom the suburbs.

'We also ask theé public¢ guestions about how to improve
i -

-

race and ethnic relations. We had a special sesgsion
- 4
# i
. ~ ’ "%

-

=
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on the media ;apd race relations this time and then a

series of questions e¢n intégration in neighborhoods.
&

- .,
- . '~

|its development of Visieon 21 which, in part, is a
strategic plan. In'part, it unfolded the school

-

desegregation case here in Cleveland and that poll

information is not included here, but I'd be happy to

»

provide it. The péif ik based on telephﬁne-
interviews with approximately 786 people’ 1n this

particular poll. -We oversampled in glevélan&'thls

v

. : . . o .
year, particularly within the public schotls. Bute

#, ’

all the numbers that.yocu%fe seeing would be

- G oa I 2 s -
representative of whatever group I'm locking at. So,
‘we play’ the waiting game; To give vou a picture that

looks like it wouild he if you “cut.it a certain way.
%

* #

'Sor if I show VOU a ccuntv wide result, then it's the
proportignate number of whites, Blacks, Hispanics and

others. The proportiondte amount of:city and

suburbs,. if »I. show you Cleveland, it'wbﬁiﬁ be
- ® L\w ! " ’

Cleveland; *Blacky white, and so on. Sz we

‘{fﬁ' A rd

™ ;EN,‘»
oversampled in s@me area%, The graphs that are
l 4 .L 3

s
“

R

-
8

&;é{kﬁat g0 with the guestions.
A%

1nc1ade6 are Jusgt £h
. P w'Li»@

s F

T thought ycu might be” 1nﬁerthed ine smnre it's a 46
, < i

.
; ¥ )“ H -
.

» »

We also asked about andg §§dgé the schaol.syétem in . .

o

v . .,
% - s N
- _5 li;, T V r,
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7mﬂ§, we'll ggiﬂ£q the meat of this. Under
;the first sectionrﬁﬁererﬁ%ge public perceptions.

What I'11 do is just ;G brieflx through this
executive summary, then'skip through ana:ialk about &
| Eew photographsy; then open it up for y@urjquestions.
Public perceptidn over the past few years,

Bome think race

Clevelanders have ;emain?é nized. ,
|relations are good, some think théy’re net. Scme
think they've improved, some think they haven®t.

And, on thgfwholey that ggéé along with andther
finding. 60%, apprdzimataly 50% to 0% dou't have
any recoellection of a goed thing £hat happened in
race relations or a bad thing that happened in race
reiafionsﬂh So, whatfthat means to ﬁé ig‘about half
‘the people in the county asren®t paying-attention to
'rac& relations in-ang_way that's saliené in their
lives. Conseguently, when<you ask them if things -
:have gotten better or werse or éénefally?goo& or bad;l
they ﬁpn‘tikngw@ They yiﬁkﬂthefmédgle answer. S0,
there is a «cdrtain amcugt ci“agatﬁy about race
relatidns %n this QEWn. Thattsg nof UNCOmMMmon.

When we ask about the good things, our
. ,
k4 i

. %
}

Fe
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*
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{Mayeor, Mike White bpmes to the top of the list. He

did that two years in a2 row. BHe ran on & ticket that

said we're going to concerpn ourselves with, among

other things. race relations. improving rage
L
relations. We're not going t6 have racially devisive

i«

+
by

|pelitics in this town amymore. The public maw it.

They voted him in, They bought it and he's followed
gthrﬁqgh on it., and they have credited him for that.

And so, as an individual, he's seen _as somebody who
b
is a good thing happening in race relations. We

‘asked for a thing, #e got a person. Two years in a
5 : X > . .
|row, he's at the top.of the list. We think that's

important. He was also given credit for préventing

*

the riots or for having a role in preventing riets in
Cleveland after the LA riots. When we said open endg

:why werentt there aﬁ? riots? Activity by Mayor White

v
¥

{and@ other community lteaders was mentioned most

frequeritly. Wheén wve asked about the acttal state of
'race relations, we got ®mimilarly mized results.

)
&
» v,

There was a lgt_sof pecple saying that they had =
o0 :

. positive enc¢ounter of some sort with people of

-ancther race, but a lot of people‘alsc said they
experienced same sort of discrimination in the

-~ Y N 4

¥ z

-
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|previvug-vear. And, "in general. people think they

don’t have & lot of prejudice. ,That'ls kind of
consistent with previous yvear results and results

around the “country. People don't know’ that they're
K ¥, p i .

i . ) .\
discrimipating of that they're prejudiced or that
they don't want to admit it in terms of improving

race and ethnic relations, education agdim at the top
of the lisk, vou know. that Sam Thomas mentioned that

k)

the public kdows that, that's what thdy thipk is
goina to belp improve things. Me:é jobs also.

especially after the L.A. riots was segn as something
g‘m &

that would heip. Government policies generally not

o #

given & lgt of importance.. Again, not given a lot of

importance by tﬁe-publ%c, Equal Jjob opportunities

was the thing that the:public felt the govermment
would dor that they most agreed the covernment could

do. HNot very many peodple thought that the government

'should beé involved in,anything else that's mentioned.

Sccial engineéring, which is the phrasé& that wheh we
probed, thevy said they den't want the dovernment

* s

making people think a certain way. B )
Briefly, in out media-race relatiorns

| section, the public believes the media has to do

it

RS

3
-
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more. They have a respohsibility to do something.
 not to make things worse. To maﬂ@-;hings better,
they have to do more here in greater Cleveland. They
do sonething, the public says, but it's nodt enocudgh.
And then, under integrating néighb@rhooﬁs,

people see that it's the correct thing to do. They
|continue to tell us in vast majority thatfs what they

want. They want to live in integrated neighborhoods,
| but nothiog., nobody is deoing anvthing about it. As

‘'you know, Cievéland is one of the most segregated
gred

3 *

citiés in the United States. So, there is again this

gap between what pecple say, what thev sav. They

1
b

believe‘what they says they do and what they actually
will do. &Il I can tell you.about is what they said,
& little bgt about why they might have said it.

If you don't mind, I would like to walk vou

through & couple of thesé graphs, just te make a few

|of these points a little bit more clearly. Then;
I'11 opén for questions.

On the third page and ihtﬁhe lower right

hand page., corner of each page i& & handwritten

number. On the third page, this shows yoéu how

5

Clevelanders are split. Less than half in Graph A

2
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|there say that relatidns, between that race and ethnic

|relations are generally geod or generglly ‘bad 44, 45.
So. Graph B shows you that about the same number
|thinks things éﬁa?é&‘the same and equal numbers think

- Pl . PY o o N 5 ¥ . \
{things have gotten better or gotten worse, no real
s >
Py L]
change cover. the year there. Se; that's that

w
-~ ' *

unkrnowineoriess that I was mentioning. Peoplé lazgely
. A . B -
don't know. 1If they think it’'s gotten Better or

|worse, it's for & reason. They think it's gbod or
bad, it's perhaps becaiise of, there were ho

»

signjficant differences among Blacks; Whites,

Hispanicg or Cleveland suburban res&ﬁen@é on most of

|these. The only difference we could find was that L
these wh¢ think things are generally geod also think

things have gotten better. Those who think things

& ? >

¥ *

aré genérally bad alse think things have gotten

wotse. “So, one doesn't need a poll to tell you that
you miﬁht get that result. = t

Graph J on Page 4 shows you the open ended
. &

answer to .the guestien what do vou think was the best

' i = A.. . . -

' thing that happened in race and ethpic relations in
greater Cleveland #n the past year. The consistent
guestion we've asked over fime, . Thig showd Hike

ik
3

3
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what's, happening in race relations

& %
v 5
-

White, opeén end, mentioned by 16%. He éas mentioned

|by 25% the yvear before. But, he's still at the top

of the lisgst. He was a pew MaVor the year before.

The suburban residents are more likely to mention

%

as the Mayoer for the regiom. T think. clearly, is a

leader in race relations In this region.

Mike White than Clgvelané regidents, and Miké is seen

In the ciﬁ*ﬁaysf some black leaders who were

| seen ag divisive were meéntioned as the werse thindg

| bappening in race relations, again more by siburban

really leok'to the leadership in Cleveland,.

a

'especiailg the Blagk leadership, as indicative of

» Andys you c<an see

¥

‘at the bottom therd, 58% .om Graph J had no answer to
| the guestion, what's the best thing, So. that might
be depressing until® you lLook at the worse things

graph, which is Graph ﬁ”onw?age &. You can see 49%

have no answer to the guestion what's the worse thing

that happéened in,race relations. It's not that they

|didn't think there, were goed things happening, they

+

‘felt there were bad things., they®re thinking heither

good nor bad here. You gee, racial hatred, racial

(A.
. hy

"~

‘than Cleveland residentg. So, the subirban residents

¥
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vielence, raecial ingidents most frequently mentioned
ag the worse thing happening by 12%. Again, this is

open ‘ended. They had teo think of this fhemsE1VGs.

|The impact of the ricts, imipact -on Cleveland of the

u

lriets ocgnrring in L.A. and other cities were

mentioned as the worse thing. So. there was neo
ohtb;eakln£§Vielence in Cleveland. But, when asked

what was

« b

he worse thing that happened, the people

- ™ "

said the effect of the viokence. 88, they wanted to

translate what they saw on the news as a bad thing

4

‘happening here, which is: kind ©of interesting. I

think it’s indicétive of the fact that people are

4 -

waiting, they know there is a race relation thing.
there's tensicn, tﬁey know that. The othex things on
the list were similar to previous years. The next
page, Graph L shows you ithe open ended answers to the
guestion abéu; why were there no riots in Cleveland
land ;iots glsewhere? In this case. we had fo; the
'interviewers a list of what we eall pre<coded
answers, Sog éhésé ANSWers are a litktle bit more
informational t;an the cnes in the previous graph.

What we did was talk to community leaders and pecple

in the community to find out what thev thoucht the

t

AN
N\,

N,
~
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fﬁor the intervievers to use. &and then., Mike White °

v

reasons were, and then gave those pqgsiblé*answér&

«

came opt on the top. So., whatever the public said,
that was recorded, then it was put into these groups,

3%

and we didn't see d lot of difference then between

the buﬁlig and the commuéiﬁf leaders, i:lf‘ft:x-m:jh° Whenr

N g i

|we asked why or looked~f6r, in Graph L 1 there,

N »

you'll see'very few pebple said Cleveland Police are

closer to the communiiy as a reasen. But, 2% of

|Blacks @id, as opposed to‘®3 of whites, And then.'no

a . N

police brutality against Cleveland, 4% of Blacks.

Thoge aren't big numbers, but those are differences.

L]

'The chances for a violent protest, Page &, that was a

follow~up to the rioks guestion that was just, you

know, dre the chanceg greater now or lesgser or the
same for violent protest by Blacks. This was to

track to.a national qguestion. Most people thought it
jwas the same; These gr&phs are kind J6f tricky
because you're comparing this year and last year and
S yeatrs.  But, fewer Blacks thought that there's a

e 4

greater’ chance. Wells vou look at Graph M 24% of

‘Blacks thought there Wag a greater chagcé now than 10

|years age, compared to non-blacks, 33%. But, the

2

s " 3
®

A

4 ° K
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"

S

«

. |same in Graph 1, the Same percent thought it was the
|same as a year agd. BSo, what that might suggest is

that during the year previous to the survey, not much

|changed, but things were certainly worse than they

were 10 years ago. 8o, there is some .sens€ dut there
{ef the tension. v
%

Graph D on thé pext page and D 3, this shows

t

jus about people’s encounters. We said did you have

encounters and wefefphey positive. And if they were

r

positive or if they wer€ negative, de you think it

|was because of race. This Gfaph D suqbests that meost

< A g o n

|people had at least ope positive encounter with

someone c¢f the another race. 88%. &nd then, of ,

those, we asked do you think it was positivé, why was
it positive? Race was.one of the ansvers. 17%
S

thought it was positive® because of race. So, a lot

5 1

of people have positive encounters because of race.
3

2 few of thoge people thought it was, positive because

of race. However., the next piece there, 19% said
they had at least one encounter “that vas 'generally

negative. And, mést of those people 31%, say it was

because ¢f race. So, in negative encounters. pecple

5
are ‘blaming race in negative encounters, Race isn't

n

- t

5,
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seen, as Graph E on 'Page 11 shows you; that thoge

encounters that were more typically seen as negative

-

were those encounters with authority figures. Police
tat the very £irst, the ;op‘of Graph E. the i19% had a

negative encounter they thought because of race.

The next page, Gréph F; this is tlie cne

where people report that they had a discriminatory
act or perceived one againgt them in the previous

Ae
*

year. 352% said that they felt they were
‘discriminateﬁ against inp scme fashion. We have
chariged the list this year from the previgus poll
resulis y;u had seen th years ago. If you recall,
it was about 33% two years ago. We*deon't think there
was an increase; we think we just counseled better
‘thisg gime; So,kE'm not saying there iskmarz, I'm
‘just -~ but, the order is approzimately the same.
Itts Vérbﬁl abuse that pappfé recall feeling: those
are at the top of :ﬁat list.

| + Hispanics in Gfaph F %, Hisp&hicé seem to

think they weie experiencing more discrimination than

-

everyb&ég else in gll categories except gomeone

refusing to serve them. But, clearly. non-whites,
bottem part of Grapﬁ F 1, non-whites are more likely

*

oy

Fy
l
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to say they experienced these than are whites. Among

4 " » " ) , c . LT,
whitesy Itish: Pols and Italians were more likely to
lreport some sort bf“ﬁiscf;mig&tion in the majority of

those groups. 1I'11l leave it there -fof guestions.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Questions from

the Committee? Dr. Wilson?

il

MR. WILSOM: .Fine, thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Hr. Brste, a ccuple of guestions regarding the data.
o r 5

On Page 8, the graphs indicate a comparison between

[

|expeactations of viclent protest today versus a year

|ago and versus 5 years ago and 10 years ago. Did you

s L3
3

alsec find out wha@ éercentage'dv what the .expectation
‘is objectively, I me%n,"how many, what percentage of
people -—- th&t‘s«naé-—— et me think about how to
word this te get it fight.

¥R. ERSTEB: The answer i8 no: -

HR. WILSON: I think you know what I'm
getting at. Dc people havé a high »r low expectation
‘of the chances for viplent protest? Im other words,
| ¥ou can‘co§§are the 5 years age; but it could have
|been 5% 5 Years ago and 10% this years

MR. ERSTE: Me didn't follow-up and ask

that. However, If you look at Graph

* A 2

M there, my T

k4

"7
s,

" -

%
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guess.%ould vou be it would be safe to say 20% who
El

S b3

think it%s greater now than a vear ago think that

:thexe‘s gohe changef be%ter than zero those that
{think it°*s the same,~ vhatéver the perceéntage,
whatever the pdssibilié?,aWhatever the probability
lis. Oné would guéss that %Gme of those think that

it's £he same# think it’s a probability dreater tham

o

Zero. My guess lS Lhcse who think it's dreater have
éignmzlcantlj hlgher than zeko probability. But,

A

there®s nothing in dur data to suqcest what that

Ry

probability might be.
MR. WILSON: It's impertant to know which

» ) by PR . : t,
way expectations a;ﬁmgaing, *Buty it's also important

LS

to know what the level of their concern is.
MR. ERSTE: 1In fact, each year that we do

this, we adjust it. Add, that would be a wonlerful

& * -

‘question to add: Thank.yow. You might see some ‘

things that you asked from two years aga reflected in

R

the guestions we agskéed, We expanded this

|dramatically this past year. ~

- -

KR. WILSON: Tbe enly other thing I would

4
Ed

&

»

P

»

comment on is in Graph F, the qucstlon, aé yau think
you've been discriminated againSt ﬂgring the past
: : }
B
1. ¥ P

-
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|vear on theé ba&ig of race, religion of ethnic

|backgréeund. When you leok throuch the ligt of things

* -

that constitute‘discrimination, obvicusly they mbove
|£rom evervthing from., you know, physical viclence %o

telling amn ethnic joke. - And. it geems #o me that

&
¢

|for. that it's at ieaétAquesticnable whefber
tasteieé} jokes are p@fsonal acts of perscnal
discrimination. Quite the way the qu%stion was
phrased, it indicates that yvou've made a" judgment
that they are. &and, I just think that those things

have to be at least distinctions, have to be made and

the severity of bigoted pehavier, if vou' would?

. 4

MR. ERSTE: My guess is that people wvere

-

sensitive to the ﬁiff?rence between hearing a joke
|ana then Egeling @isériﬁigaﬁeﬂ against becapse of
that joke. In thE'questinn wording, we trieﬂ to get
lat that. I'm sensitiQé to what yvou're gaving,

|though. That's a Gery goed point. -

’ CHATRMAN BATYLE: Other Questions? Yes, Hs.

-

:Qrtega? ,
! e s
3

ME. ORPEGA: I'm curious also on Page. 12, -

&

b

|Graph F you say that Latiﬁns, Hispanics as you put
: Y . DA,

it were the only group to show an increase. Do vei

=
3

w +* x
»

* »
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‘have any sense o0f why or —-— :

MR. ERSTE: . Actually, Graph F°1 shows that

‘that littlé bar there, the white bar is longer than

all the others except for +the one near the bottom

~«

by -— so, we didn't measure’the change from the

|previcus years. 8o, 1t"'$ not necessarily an .

increase, it'e jus¥ in comparison ©o “the otler groups

they were eéxperiencing more. We don't have any

angwers froem the pell to suégest why that might be.

I'ms. 47 Fact. Grawing a blank now. I'm not even

k)

coming up with a guéss as to why that might be.

Let me comment in tlhe peil in general,

2

Hispanics looked more like whites thas the mon white

~

‘groups in general. , In this part and in other pols,

and this is consistent'with pell results around the

-

| country. Hispanicsy egpecially in Texas. I just

reviewed some resulis, Hispanics more often have

ocpiniong that were similar o whites, evegn in terms

of things that have to do with race relations. But,

i

|when it comes to experiencing it, they're glearly

‘more 1ikely to =~ sc, maybe it's a sensitivity issue,

I'm not stre. «

4

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal?

4

-

L
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MR. LEVENTHAL: One of the problems that .

keeps coming-up with your report and other reports
: or

»*

|deal with property values causing the discrimination
land the bigotry. Nany people do not mind Tiving,

{let's say. in a2 mixed neighborhood, but they felt it

. . s oy S ¥ L s «
in the pocketbook. Which, as you know; in America is

a very important factor. Is your committee or other

|committees that you may have dealt with done any

research into property values that could help this

sitisatien by advising people that loock, den't worry

about it, your propextﬁ values are not’ going down or

maybe they are going down, but as ¢ now, it may be

just a myth. Do you have anything tc répert on that?

¥

MR. ERSTE: My sense is the dialcogue and

+ 3,
" .

plan apd Professor Dennis Cleating at Cleveland State

r

‘have done research in this area. We track property

ivalues, but we've hever crossed property values with

change in the makeup of a neighborhood. Wé do have a

qguestign about opinion that deals with thi's that I

1

| covld relay to you. In fact, we refined it based on
I3 S

our conversations & few years age. -We will read a

-
»

-

statement for agreement or disagreement. I want to

live in & neighborhcod with peeplé-whe ar¢ the same

-
3 k]
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w
economic class as I &m. T& doesn't matiter if they

are members of a diffeként race. 81% agreed with

4

that statement, and that was consistent across the
4 . 2 ¥ & ' - 3 y ¥ «
different groups; White, Black, Hispanics.: HMore in

the suburbs said that. BSo, there is the suggestion
anyway that that matters. Again, under the
incentives guestion that we ask,., é@ssurances that

property values would remain the same was near the *
o 7 3

‘top of the list, typicdl. Personal safety was
higher, but for whites, it was praperty'valées. 8oy
EN

|all I'm doing is confirming that Clevelanders agree

4

'with vou that there is thig perception and@/or myth,

but I don't have the evidence sg¢ that that—-

MR. LEVENTHAL: HMaybe we'll hear from cother

-

- e

organizations more about that. . *

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other guestions from the

.

committee? Yes, Ms. Ortega? . .

MS:. CORTEGA: Ho, I didn't have questiong.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very much. Hr.

Erste. Thank you again for such good research. This'
has all the makings ©f, as the years go by, a real
goad lengitudinal study in the yvear 2020 as we're

'still looking at this. I'm sure we'll be looking

+

A
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back to your reports. ‘ e

*

HR. ERSTE: Thank you very much. I hope
we'll have solved scme problems by then.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE:

Thank you. Let me suggest

N

|that we take about & 5 minute stietch break for the

# 3

|Committee. And then, whenr we assemble agaiﬁ, it will
be Mr. C&labrese.
(WEEREUPON, 3@ brief recess was taken.)

137

MR. LEVENTHAL: Qur Chairmazn is on the

iphene, so I'11 take over for awhile. (Iliff, would

A
E
«

you like to move up to join him?
I'd like to introduce Mr. Leonard M.
i & 5
Calabrese, the Executive Director of the Commissiocn

on Catholic Community Actfion Diocese-of Cleveland,
% N

and a good friend of mine, Cliff Savren, Piresctor 6f

the Anti-Defamation Leagug-in the chio and
4 ¢ - 4%

: . - = . LT . .
|Penngylvania Region. Whoever chooses to be first.

Why, it's up to you, Leonard. Would you like to

x 4

”

start?
LEGQNARD M« CALABRESE
Ok&y. Good morning. It's goed to have
fthis opportunity to share with you omn such.important
matters, and we're glad to come Eo Cisveland. The

K]

~

»

)
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‘proactively to the incréasing number of racial

3
T
- A

4 g k v -
Commission on Catholic Community Action is the soeial

justice Of the Catholic Diccese of Clgyéiand for the

|Cuyahoga County, the Diocese stretches aﬁgr eight

counties and numbers around £20.,000 pecpleée ip

3 k

northeast Ohic. ThHe Commission is in its 24th year

and’ over the 1life of its existence, the CoHmmission on

L]

Catholic Community Action has als¢ had a spécial

concern for racial justice. In 19288, we received a

agrant from the Cleveland Foundation to, develop a

u

multi—-cultural diversgity training“pzogra@ to help

parish .and neighberhood folks respond better and more

T ?

incidents that were done on the upswing across the

%

City of Cleveland. gSincge theh, our Mosaic Program

x

‘has been active on the west side, east side and south

side of town, and ygu may have heard in previous

{testimony "those are impdrtant distinciions in

. i B f..’ . . - ! ¥
|Cleveland and point to some of the ongoing problems

b

we have.

We’ve salsc been involyed in a ‘number of -

‘ ) . |
suburbs. especially integrated suburbs, such as

¥

Gatfield Heights, and in issues such as fair housing,

bank reinvestment in communities, loan, insurance and

3
x
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education .issues and ehvironmental racisme .
Besides our trdining program, we alsc have a
program that we develeoped in 1990 for junior high

- |students in both pareochial and public $chools that

[y

uses the arts to foster helping multi-cultural
diversity as well a8 nen-viclent conflict resoiution.
Looklnq-back over the past B years, ve at

the QG@mission on Cat@blie Community Action see a

very mizxed picture across our city ahd county with
good neWs and bad pews. With some progress and with

|many problemg and cﬁéklenggs”still confronting us
alln 3 13
So, I think we've made progess when it comés

%

to vhat’s this explicit topic of your being here, the

frequency of hate c¢rimes and overt violent racial

ipcidents across our atea. o .

The City of Cleveland's Community Relations

»

Board that vou heard from earlie%¥ﬁas not enly dene a
i

fine job of keeping statistical track of that

‘patterng“but I believe is one of the reasons for

progress on that fzont. We've worked very closely

with Sam Thomas, with the staff and thé'Beard of the

1

s
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i Community Relations Department on awnumber of

sensitive and serious matkteis, and we continune to do

s

that. So. we believe they're an invaluablé resgource

Fa

fer our city and cur area. I think they*re an
example cf the aoed news in our community.
There are alsc several very fine, committed

crganizational efforts aimed at reducing racial

- ®

incidents and fostering more racial harmeny. Besides

CRB, I would citeé in particular A World Of Difference

r

of ADL. Hitch Remove of NCCIT as well as our own multi

lcultiiral diversity program and our Guardian XKing Day

r 4

Program. We alsc have educational resources,

Cuyahoga Community Cal;egefin Cleveland State, and
 we‘ve héd very specific time limited eféﬁrts that

‘1lve t;ied to bring together different parts cf the i
community to improve race relations: One example
;woulﬁ be the efferhvbétyeen the Nﬁ&ﬁ? aqﬁﬁ&ewish

Community Fe&erahionytﬁgt tock educators from the

14

area, including pecplée from the Diocese to Senegal

‘and Israel. Many school systems, including ours.

K

‘have programs in place to'try and improve sensitivity

and uriderstanding., So, we"re fortunate to have some

i

fine and effective programs. Some structures and

=
5
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lindiviguals, and I think perbaps we saw the benefit
|of that, that kind of what I would call social
linfrastructyre in the aftermath here of thé L.é.
riots last year when &1l of us, including the Hayor

and soeme civic leadefs, as was mentioned earlier,
a4 k]

responded &t the grassroots level to heigﬂten

ol

|tensions of ithe possibility of viglenées Even though

N

it's a very tense time, we didn't have any major

r

kY
blowup in Cleveland. .o
At the samé 'time, I think we have to admit

that the underlying systemic cauges gf hate crimes

and racial incidents still exist. Social patterns
that isolate and éégarate ps are still déeply
embedded across no¥theast Ohio. Institutidha% racism.

i i I z i ! » g - - > *
is still part cf the fabric of life in our areax By

2ll indicators, we still remain one af the 5 most

segregated areas in ‘the United States,., Patterns are .
perhaps less easy to recegnize, perhaps*less clear

| than direct acts of violence ‘or harassment. Yet,
such patterns are, if anything, even more insidious
and injurious to social harmgny and human éignit”.
‘With BishoF Enthony M. Pila, the Bi%ﬁap of Cleveland
said in it's 198% Baster message, it's still d11 too

- 2 *
w

B

%
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o

true of Cleveland, patterns of racism continuve to

K & X

incite tensions and tear the social fabricg of our

lcommunities. We see such pattersn in segregated

s

housing that continue to plague our country, Qur
- < )

coeunty, and our area.  We have suburbs that are still

]

well over 99% white. ©One ¢f our training meetings as

we showed Gp in cne of our affluent western suburbs,
{& teacher greeted us, me, personally, T wag part of
that Session, with the question, I dcnﬁt know why

2

yvou're here? We don't have that problem here. 2nd,
I think that points t¢ some undérlying assumptions or
underlying attitudes that are part of, I think. some

of the deeper issués. .

One, denial, which I think is wvery strong:

-

Two, blaming the victim, vou know. that what she was
referring to in an all white suburb, well, that

somehow diversity meant people of color an@ they were
|the problem: And then, three, I think leoking at the

- i . ; . [ .
issue in terms of a problem f£ramework instead of

Icoking at diversity as a strike, we would say it in
our tradition is a gift from God and alsc identifying
'

in her case, from comments goinmg on, idéntify

diversity as Black and %hite when, in facty we have -

& 7
& a

§ >
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lan extremely diverse areg. We also see'sﬁbh patterné
and such patterns by the way of institutional racism
have- been described by not anly Bishep Pila, but by
fthe Bishops of the United States. 1In fact, theyive
been desqriﬁeﬁ’as racism as & sin, that wasgi% 1579
'un&er‘a document. on r&cism. and the; iéentﬁfieﬂ“
instituticnal racismﬂas %he major part of that sin.
even though going on te talk'about and decry  hate
‘crimes, racial ineidenﬁ§ and personal bigetry, that
it's a sin that's socldl ‘in mature. I khink toe
|lofter we may lose sigh?zaf”that. We ,see such
pat;erns of notoriety of areas, 1I'll just mention
them quickly before concluding. We've got a much
higher unémé@cyment rate in Cleveland aﬂ& aCroOss

;
Cuyahoga County among African Americans and bhatines.
We see such patterns inm the loss of jobs that has
fbeen a major issue in Cur community éhat particuliarly
affects people of coleor diééropértionatelyi Those
{whe have been last hired, first fired. We see
‘patteriis oﬁlﬂisparity in education, especially in
dropout rates and test sccréé. We see such patterns
in crime rateg that victimize non whites f£ar more

5 3 . .
often. And; in a criminal justice systems which

&
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sometime continuves to convict pecple 6f color im

Ky

|disproportion of whites. We see such patterns in -

poverty ratez and gaps in fawily inceme. According
to the U.S. Census Bufegu‘lecking at per tcapita
inceme just over 5 Veéars age, African Americans came
out at -about $7500 compared to $13.000 for whites.

In Cuyahoga County alone, over 43% of Black

\hcuseholas live beliow the poverty 1line. Ve have

|neighborhoods in the City of Cleveland not far from

here where the poverty rate exceeﬁg 80%ﬂan@ infant
mortality is worse than we would find in Honduras.

‘ ¥

which is one of the poorest eountries in the western
.hemisphere; Children and young people of eclor are
far more likely to be victims of vioclence. And, we

‘have a rising problém with violence aﬁfbcting young
people, especially in the city. Wefre not ak the
level of a Los Angafes yety but I think wefre at a -

real crossroad. We're either going to move in that

S

direction, or we’'re going to deal with this problenm.
We have made Progress, but we still have a long way
tc go where we can clzim to*have communities which is
2 healthy, multi-culfiral community exists and

flourishes on a day-to-day basis. Too many of our

B
» A

1 F
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fellow citizens sometime have their life chances

Y

1adversely affected because of racdism. Too iany have

= Al . *
their opportunitiés cut-ocff or limited because of
_,, W

prejudice and discrimipation. Teo much radial

%
isolation and clasg segredatien exzists, Hearly 15

"~

yvears aga,,Eishcps~o§$thé United States said in their
|Pastoral On Racism, brothers and sisters to yourself,
|that despite the apparent advances and even
signifigant changes in the last two decades,. the
reality of racism remains. Too dfteﬂ'wéat*s happened

has been only a covérindg pver. not a fuadamental

change. I Believe those words are e¥en more trusd

today than when they_ were vritten, as are the lines

»

vhieh follow, which I think are very precious.
A
‘Racism and economi¢ oppresigion are distinet, but

interrelated forceé to dehumanize éugﬂseciéty.
p
'Movemegt towards authehntic justice demands, &
simultaneous effect on both evils. That spirit -
converges with Dr. Ring's and recognizing that we
{are, when‘wé‘zé in seolidari€y with the struggle of
others frog lipberating themselves and their
community, .we are becomin?—more liberated ourselves. °

w

Hore than 25 years agoy as you knew. the

Fea

v
3 £y
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|Kerner Commission concluded that the United States

I Iy

|was becoming two societies, one Black, one white;

separate and unegqual. I believe in 1993, a similar

report could concliide that we'ré becoming several

e

societies, and that it's %ttue in our area, still

separate but even more unegual.

Finally, I helievé it's no exaggeration to

say that the whole guestion of multi-cultural

[\ *

diversity in our rélations with each other holds the

£

key to our” future as a community and as a country.

“Toge@herr wa'll strq@gle“tp create a3 more just

society with more harmonious race relations, or

divided ve will perish econpomically, Socizlly and

¥

spiritually, tichtly clutching our antagonisms,

‘prejudices apd fearsgs. Valuing multi-cultural

¥

diversity, therefore, meighs becoming who we are meant

a*

to be as Individuals, as a community., and ag a

society. That's ouf. ¢hallenge &nd our!hope,

Thank you: . .

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank vou, Mr, Calabrese.,

¥

‘Mr. Savren?, -

CLIFF SAVREN,
{

I appreciate-the opportunity to he here

>~
»

LY
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|today. As Regional Director of the:ﬁntifmefamation
3 . . '” n
League, I cover northeast QOhio and alsc some aréas

out of Ohio that I 'think are out of the pervue of

|today's hearing. Bﬁt@ I wanted to give you dur

M

perspective on hate crime trends that we see and

problems that we see festering. The Anti-Defamaticn

League was founded 80 years ago initiaglly by a small

-

group whe wanted .tg deal with anti-semitism, which

+

|#as rampant not only in housing and enployment

.
discrimination, but eVen in the new movie industry

and the media, and really in every facet of Américan

N L3

1life. But, it was recognized early on that ’

anti~-semitism can't be dealt with in isoclation, and

|zeally must be dealt with ins a broader picture of

examining prejudice of ali kinds.
The ADL became expert and made an
crganizational priority of prejudice of all kinds and

4

also of tracking extremist activity around the

country, extremist groups amd figured in the hate

movement that merited law enforcément attention, and

w o

that meriteéd the attention of 311 of us. And. T

hY

i ) 4
would like to deal with some of this. 2&nd, what I

see in this area, buts I would caution Up’ fronit that

* r &

¥
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we don*t attribute mest hate crime to crganized white

| supremacist grdéups. They may feed an atmosphere that

~

may lead individualsg iﬁ commit hate crime. They may
indirectly encourage individuals to commit hate
c:imef But. for the most part, hate crime seems to
be, and this is just our annecdotal impression, seens
to be the work of individuals whe live in a racist
society rather than indi%iduals~whu are influenced
and under the thumb of white supremacist
organizations.

L} [N

One of our major, concerns over the vears has

|been that we try tq deal with the problem of hate

|crime, yet we really don't know the full extent of

it. and, in 1880, we have lobbied Congress For the

I L3

passage of the Federal Hate Crime Statistics Act

which, in the coming years. will T think give all of

us a better picture of the full extent of hate crime.

~
*

What we were finding was that law enforcement

officials were, in reporting statistics on a racist

|attack; for example, would simply feature that

lincident as an assault without any indication of the

motive. Some people may ask well, what's the

difference? Why should we be more concerned about an

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago. IL (312) 236-4584
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lassadlt if it's racially meotivated rather than for

3

-

monetary gain or personal animosity? And, I think

|that there is 2 major &istinction and something worth

“

bearing in mind, and that is that hate criwe in che

way or anocther not only is an attack on the N

L4

individual victim, but alsoc on the entire community

that that victim repg¥sents:. Sc that if a Black man

»

|is welking down ‘the street and is attacked for his

+

tace, it's really not the individeal. that’s the
victim, the indi%ﬁdual happens to have been at the
|wrong place at the wrong %imeg but is certainl& a
representative of the who}qﬁédmmunity that the
; |assailant is seeking %o éttack. Sc, that it really
does have a wider impadt. , Bnd, in addition, ‘I think
goes to the,bqsic fabric ©f a democratic society and
good community relationg that hate crime reglly is a
major threat te our democratic way of life.

S0, Wwe see it a; é major probigm and a
‘problem worth indiviﬁual attention. notiénly by
|organizatiens such as ougs and, the others on the
;agenﬂag but alse by law enforcement. The Federal
‘Hate Crimé.Statigéics Act has begun to genérate
.statistics; but they're really still veéry partial.

-2

L

2

e
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Only 32 states have reporied in the first ane’ef

statistics. Andige, Although we consider them 2

welcome addition to knowledge 'on this whole issge, we
T
recognize that they're partial and dlsc don't provide

¢omparative statistics since we only have opne year's
a2 h
parity toe study. \ %

A

-

I want to foeus on northeast Chio and in .
'Chioc in general and give you some senge of hate crime
and hate groups in this area. I “think most notable

L,

were 3 inecidents that my colleague Alan Ratchen, whao |,

works out of the Columbus office, al&oc shared with

r
x

this Commission. The first was a Neo Nazi plot to
‘blow up the ﬁationa; %fricaé American Huseum in
‘Wilberforcé@ Which, ironically and chillinglyp was
scheduled for tﬂe Martin Luther King Pay. And,
fortunately., was caught before it went into
execution. The second was a very disturbing plot by
fa group calling itself the White Ariap Religion.

And, to my knowledgé., t%gy‘ﬁon't represent a broad
national group, but certainly are, & threat locally in
the Toledo area. And, on July 4th in Teleéat they

were planning on blowing up a predominantlv African

| American housing estdte in the area. BaAnd, the third

3

[

45

=<t

¥

1
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|lincident that I would fention that was ;he wor% of an _
organized group was a March attemptALhat ;as glsoc:
foiled baﬁoréfthe fact invelving Abu Med@&‘tggreristr
& single terrerist in Ohio who was arrested in the .,
Dayton area who had héep planning to attack Jewish

and Israeli targets. This was part of a wider

network that was foiled in Missouri and Ohio ané; I
believe, 2lso z.als\e';.:z.i'rex:‘e.'F These are the most

impeortant incidents of crganized groups invélving
leriminal activity. That's not in any way to minimize
‘the presence of the Klan in Ohio, although relatively
small is attaining a. I think, much more public
presence around the state and is planning a rally in

October on the state house grounds in Columbus. And

|so, certainly, even though we don't have any specific

information that we can peint to in recent times of

‘Klan criminal activity and Klan involvement in hate

i

crime. Certainly, the Klan's history iz replete with
[ 4

vicolations of the law; with encouragement tc violence
and with a racism that we certainly can live without
‘here in Ohid.

As it relates to the Cleveland area, the

City of Cleveland in particular, I really would defer

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, EN P (312) 236-4984
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statisties in Ohic. And, what we see is perhaps not

|since we deal on a calendar vear basgis, revealed 60

70

* I3
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to my colleaque; Sam Thomas, who really as head of

the Community Relations Board, has done @ yeoman's

«

|job in tracking hate crime in the City and providing

statistical information on hate crime in the city.

x

On a state wide basis. we den't have access

i,

-

or I don't have information on complete statistics
‘regarding hate crime. But, as an créénizétion fer
‘the last 13 years, we've tracked anti-semitic hate
crime around the country and doc keep separate

¥

'a rise in hate crime in this state of an anti-semitic

| nature, but certainly still a disturbing series of

-

incidents. Our 1992 audit, which is our most recent;

&
»

anti-semitié incidents, 22 vandalism inicidents, and

au

138 harassment incidents: This cempares to 64 the

vear before, a decline of 4. But, the interesting
and disturbing trend is that while mosts while nore

of the incidents invelved vandalism in the past, we

=

|see 2 rige in.harassment incidents. Sc¢ that we're

getting more in youtr face types of anti-semitic

incidentss Some of them face-tg-face. The more

|frequently they'ze either by phone or by mail or the

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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I should alge caution that not all of these
;statisticé represent hate grimes, The ons additional
|feature that we géeing &8s a; anti-semitic incident
‘ﬁhat‘s net criminal act;éity is anti-semitic

fleaf;etingr which we think really does coﬁititute an
 inci&ent from a st€ndpeint of the insecur%ty gf the
public. When vou haﬁé'white supremacists groups
spreading anti—semitié Yiterature in a cemmunity, we

deem that a2 halt crime, but we caption that but for.

criminal. statistigal purposes, it's nét a crime and

w
-

is, in fact, érote;te& by the Canstitution.
.I want to coneclude with just scme touching

on which groups, which organized hate groups seem to

|be most active-in nertheast Ohio. And, when I say

E

Vs

active, virtually agll of this activity constitutes

either the oReration ¢f a ragist hotline which

|cenerally constitutes, has a recorded message that

‘changes on a weskly basis and which just spews

i 4

invectives against African Americans, Jews, and other
F]

‘minorities, or leafletinhg, which has become an

1

'increasing problem ovér the last 5 years. When I

first assumed this job 35 years ago, whité

[

€
i,
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‘National; which ig based in Haddenwick. Idaho;gné

. * . i
© |Wallace Campaign, but-has major contacts in the white

®

supremacists and anti-semitic leafleting was

essentially unknown. ‘Now, it's a very regulai

4

loccurrence. I would say, certainly, on a monthly

2,

|bagis, we cet pecople calling us sharing with us

&
semitic and racdist néture that have

#

leaflets of anti-

|been cireulating in the Cleveland area.. The four K

K}
moest notable groups.in that regards are Arian

which is among the most-extreme white supremacist ‘
‘gruupswin the country. Having in the pastn«asél
understand it, still holding the ideology that the
Pacific northwest showld be carved cut ag a white
‘homeland. <They havé become very active in leafleting-
and also maintain a hotline in the Cleveland area.

1

The next group is, kbhe National Alljiance,

N &

|which also his a hot line and has beén active in

leafleting. Most of their literature ig either of a
& 3 hd

racist or anti-semiti¢ ndture. They even have been

;diSSGminating tkacks about supposed Jewish control of

EY

the media. And they're baséd in West Virginia. ;
Their leader is & ¢guy by the name of William Pierce.

'who really found this as an off shoot of the George

% o
=

k)
£y

X

Y

.
X 3

HELSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, CHicago, IL (312) 235-4984




ig
11

i2

16
17
18
is
20
21
22

23

sypremacist group and is perhaps the most skilled

-~
-

propacanda leadér. skilled propagandaist among the

4
r 3

white supremacists and they have become.a local

|£orce.

1Y

The Elan., I've already mentioned: A couple

of years age, vwe -@id a status report on Klan activity

%

around& the states amé wé measured Elan activity in
‘Ohio at the time as un@a; a hundred actual Klan
members. Host q; the Klan pregsence that we've seen
|has begen in the SOEthgtn ﬁéxt of the séaté; in the

Hamilton area apd/ﬁn Valprairie, along the QOhio

)

River. But, Klan leafleting and other Klan

propaganda, activitiés 4re a feature of northeast

Orhi 0 - 4
The last that I would like to wmention, as

far as an organized growp is the Ariam Racial .
Loyalist group, which is perhaps the most curious, if
- - T

I can call it that. This is the brainchild of a

local guy by the name of Jdack Bryantr who.if his

ideclogy were not so0 disturbing, vould be seen as a

«

[ . “ . )
comical figure. He's almosgt

N
a character of a white
‘supremacistgﬂ ‘He dresses in pseudo NaZi garb when he

makes public, appearances. He's grﬁﬁmeéﬁto leck 1like

¥
.

- v « ;
& »
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Hitler, to the greatest extent possible. And. he's

dubbed himself the self-gtyled dictator of.th¢ Afian

|Racial Ldyalists. He has his base on the west side

®

|of Cleveland, and has not only been seeking local

media attention, but has acgtually cotter sonme
naticnal televisisn attention. And, if his ideclogy

were not sgo comical, I think that he would be

S

dismissed as a kook. But., he obviously -is spreading
invectives or at least intends teo. Our information

indicates that his follewing ig wirtunally, is

Y

abselutely winiscule. But. he.remaihs the only home
grown white supremagist that we're aware of in this
EGrea., ¥

The other thing t%at 1'd like %o‘mentionf
and with thiss I would cpnclude, it's the Skinhead

i I I SR P . - 7:? . -
activity arcdund the country has been a concern for

):t

our organizatiom. And;, although much pore loosely

-

- - . . * . & P\ -
organized, Skinbeads in the past have been asseociated

with all kinds of violence against mineritiess
variocus kinds. And, wé pever really had seen a
problem with Skinheads in this area until 1991 when

J

two known Skinheads, Skinheads known te law

~
» ~
P e

enforcemgnt, both from, cut of towm, surface on a

L
A

ol

*
»
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»

|non-racial fneident in the wmetro parks on the west

side of Cuyahoga County werk implicated in the

assault of an elderly couple. Now, there.vere no

racial overtones to that specific incident. And to
my knowiedge, at least 6ne 0f the two has sifce left
the area. But, in my eontacts with law enforcement

officials, it seems apparent that there remains at

least an embryonic presence 'of Skinhezds on the west

- LY

side of Cuyahoga County. *

Finallvy, ; waui&“mﬁntion‘invtErﬁs GEf what
can and should be done. We are hoﬁeﬁﬁa that the .Ohio
Ethics and intiﬁiﬁa}lan Btatute, which was an ADL
initiative and which has beén under Congstifutional
challenge; wili, in fact, be reinstated. We see it

ag a major’ teol for law enforcement. It had been

found unconstitutionail by the Ohioc Supreme Court. A

H
~

jvirtually identical statﬁﬁeihad been upheid by the

U.8. Supreme Court aﬁﬂ the U.S. Sugremé{@aurt has
since remanded the g&ée»;a the Ohio Supféﬁe Court for

2

briefing in Seppembéx_ "89, our hopé is that that

g

%ill again be a tool for law enforcemént officials in

the future. Lynn mehtioned our efforts with the

‘ oo ¢
; . p RS . L . ) -
World of lefereqce Programys which is a cross based

T

‘. - .

g k)
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prejuﬁiceﬁreauctinn Program. } think that outr
program“and the program at the Cathqifn:DiQQese that
the National Canetqnée 6§ Christians and Jews all
play @ major role in our hope that the kinds qf

3

activities that I talked about in the‘last few

7

minutés dre a thing Qﬁgthe‘past in the coming years.
. s S ‘
But, I appreciate the Oyﬁcxtunity to"be heard and I
coﬁ%enﬂ you‘fer vouh Qoxka
il CﬁAIRM&N BATPLE: Thank you %Frg much, Hr.
Savren, Mr. Calaﬂrégek Questions, cqmﬁi?&ee, of the

L3
Loy .,

two? Yes? HMs. Ortega?
MS. ORTEGA: T have a guestion of Hr.

Savren. You mentioned the -White Arian Religion plot

» %
to bomb the Wiler Homes development. Have you done
or seen any more activity in Taledo? x

MR, SAVEEM: 8ince.I cover no;thé%st Ohic, I .

*

'really can't speak knowledgeably about that. |

»

|Obviously, in general terms., I'm aware of the
| incidents, but our Golumbus office covers Toledd, and

I simply dof't know.

3 5

. H5. ORTEGA:  We had @nother leafleting
there two weeks age. There was a ﬁérchr a

‘ ] .
{ demonstration and there was a 1ot of Nazi, vou know,

e 3 B

*

»

&

&

*

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicager IL (312) 236-4984



10

11,
N

-

Meo-Nazi literature thatkhéd been dropped in this
|ares, i that ares. So, I was curious if you hag --
MR. SAVREN: The, name White Arian Religion
 is kind of reminisdent’ of White Arian Resistande.,
which is a major California based white suPremacist
|group. But. TIf'm not aware of any ébnhectian between

|them, and I really cdan't give you detsails onr what

happened in Toledo.’ . e

CEAIRMAN BATTLE: Qther guestionsg? Yes, Dr.
Wilson?
MR. WILSQN: ° This is for Mr. Savren. You °*

{mentioned that your arganization understands there &o

have heen 60 anti-gSemikic incidents in 1892. cCouid
g

you just, for the record, tell us what yvour .

methedology is in determining the fact that these
incidents did cccur?
MR. SAVREN: ‘'Sure. First of all, we always
E 1\
w

inpvestigate an incident before we comsider it

=10

~ »
statistically to be an gnti-semitic incident.

-

|Generally, these incidents fall withinh the harassment
or vandalism Qaéegary. Unfortunately, in prior

years, welve also featured murder among the
' inciden€s, but not in Ohio. The information either
h

I [
“ . t
s
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ahti-semitic content. An individual leaflet, if 300

|comes Trom complaints that we receive from individpal

victims, information that ve get from® law enforcement

.

officials, or information tHat at least initially

comes f£rom press reports on a problem. But, they are
always investigated beforé they're considered an
anti-semitic incident. Again, I would caution,

though, that Lhe one aspect of our staktistics that is

B

inot coterminous with the hate crime i§ that we do

consider leafleting to be anti-semitic. We don't

‘have to be an anti-semitic incident if it%s of

’

>

leaflets are distributed in an area that we consider
that one incident, nmot 300 incidents, o%viodﬁiy@ The
other ared where I think we exercised sgpecial concern
‘or-care'is the whole issué‘of cemetery vandalism.

Pl

And, although I didnt mehtion it in my initial

| remarks; “there was a major anti-semitic incident

involving a cemetery in Cleveland where 200, almost

kY
B3

200 Eeadstcnes in the Jewish community were

r

vandalized in Januarv. On that basis alone. we would:®

not characterize that as an ahti~gemitic incident.

And, in addition, I should point ocut that there was a

-

adjoining: a city cemetery. a non. sectarian cemetery,

» !

. , T

» -
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which wag ,also vandalized, which wOﬂLé{ on First

¥

|plush would confirm the fact that this wak an

&

anti—semitic incident. Until ithe discovery of a

|swastika spray painted on one of the gravestones., At

that point, we called it apn anti-semitid "incident.

|The post script would be that last week in juvenile

5

courts in Clevelapnd, the three youths who wvere
arrested in this oné actually admitted tHe charge.

I

The pthers were tyried last Thursday and Friday and

were found guilty: but there was no evidence durina

the trial that they were respensible for ,the swastika

ki 3 . )

or that think had any ahti~sSemitic intént 4in

R

committing this vandalism. So, we don't label that

conviction to be the convieticon of an anti-semitic

hate crime. And, we still gonsider the hate crime

aspects of that case to be an open guestion.

w

&

|many of those 60 were acts that,‘héwéﬁez

1

reprehensible, were Constituntionally protécted, like

4

|leafleting or verbal assanlt or what have ysou?

MR. SAVREN: Unfortumately, I don*t have

3

»

that, I dom't have them available. For Eﬁﬁ‘recctdr
4 3 N

-

if vou're interested, I do have a co of our 7
&)

MR. WILSON: OFf the 60 casds from 1992, how

£

a
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to begin?

o+

a ¢

-

national audit of anti-semitic incidents. which

includes the Ohioc stabistics and also analysis of

{netional trends.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions?. Thank
you very much; gertlemnen. .
Cur next set ofhspeakers thisxmorning;

Sandra Schwartz; Eleanore Dees and HMartha Goble can
.. w »

|now take their pLacesﬁat the table.

—~ 1

4 - w0 .
Good mornipg. WMs. Schwartz, would you like

€
-

- SANDRA SCHWARTEZ,

I*11 be happy to. I'm pleased to be asked

to be here. I'wve never dane this before, so bear

|with me and hope that this is of interesk.

CHATRMAN BA®TLE: Could you move the mike

4

closer to you, we have a lot of competition from next
M

| door.

MS. SCHWARTE: Ag you have in front of you;

I*m frem the NWational Conference of Christians ‘and

1

|Jews. I°'m the Regional Director of what's called the

Northern*ﬁhio.pegionﬁ and I will refer to that for

'2all of our time sake as NCCI from now on.

'3

I'm part of a national organization., there.

I ¢ * & 7

K]
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'ére 60 NCCJ offices around the country £rém Los
|&ngeles to MNew York and Qf”vatying sizes, in terms of
budget and staff, and we're sért of a moderate in
.Cleveiand. But, we operate fairly in&ﬁpenéently,

which, I think, is. the reason the organization works

3 -

well, because our agenda becomes a refleetion of what
the local community needs are.

I was interested in some of the. historical

£

background that others gave won their sgencies, sc I

thought I would just throw in the fact that i

IS
£

nationally. we're more than 60 yeats old and in

Cleveland, weire moré than 50 years old, and was

“

started; it's very confusing to many peocplé when they

|hear the name because they think of us &s a religious

ocrganization, which we are not. But, it was startéa
more than 60 years age, as I maid, as a reaction to
the anti~Catholicism that ?é?alogeé whenfai Smith ran
for the Bresidency. Aand, the name emefged because it.
was star%%ﬁ by a priest, é;miﬁister and & rabbi. And
they use to qo afﬁnnd the country -—uyhis wés before
|Mass m;di&-éas g8 mags as it is —- am%ﬁ?hey use to

speak on college campuses and they beeame known as

| the Tolerance Wrio. The agenda of WCET got widely

-
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broadened during the civil rights mo¥ement, ahd now

e

we deal with issues »f discrimination at all levels

-t
2

‘that incinde race. religion, ethnicity, gender and
even gexual preférences, in some NCCI's.

What I'm goimg to talk to you about is more

Y

l'annecdotal than statistical. We really are not inm . .,

4
the practice at this point’ of gathering a lot of

~

“©

o
statistical data. I found Cliff'sg remarks very
. ) A

interesting. Recently, at a NCCJ meéting, our

&

s
K

national president pointed out a couple of £acts that
I thought were fairdy éfaﬁatic and interesting to me.
She said in Great Britain, thére aié‘more?Seeks than
Hethodists. And, the Hﬁitéd States, there are more
Huslims thanNEpisgapaliéﬁs. Sc, ffthdught that
dramatically said tg-me that the world is changing”
and the United States is changing rapidly. 2And, the
‘question is. are we doing enough to accommodate those
| changes? - 3 k ) - "
. i :
L&st‘§earp Kian Watch, which is:a sﬁbsidiary
‘of the Southern Poveft§ Law Center, i@éntifie& 346
‘white supremacists groups in.the“whé}e country. &hd,
they said th%t wasgs a8 27% increase cvex’khe number in

o .

11890. But. as I gucte from Morris Deeg, who is the

2

% 3
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|founder of Klan Watch and fgcﬁ his relatively new
fbook called Hate on Trigl. Wﬁich was the Klan Watch
‘triaf againpst Tom HMetzger. he says: but even more
'alarming than the growth’.of thesge grcups*aﬁ,society‘s
fringe is the rising tgnsiﬁﬁ in mainstream America.
|almest daily, we read of witious hate ¢rimes and
other activities that wviclate moral law,; if neot ‘
criminal law. I have high regard for Morris Dees
because the NCCJ Director in Texas says We‘have to
learn to walk like we talk. &And he is, I think, a
wonderful example of comeéne who does waikilike they
talk. 2and, I think all of us .can ééke 2'lésson from
that. ’

What I'm going o say next.is redlly a
reflection of my perséna%{ana professional
impressions. As I said, they have né basis in
scientific analysos or statistical interpretations,
;hut rather my experience as a NCCI Diregﬁor«for about
8 vears. T feel that there has been an increase in
overt acts of discrimination. When I figst tcok this
job, I. in responding to¢ this kind of guestion, would
say well, I think the discrimimation is still there,

but people are more measured and cdmﬁrelle& in the

*
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|way they play cut their feelings of prejudicex

factivwity in our society, I think that that frimge is

z

" |Onfortnnately, I feel that that trend has reversed.

I think that while most of the acts ate oceurring hy

these groups that are on the fringe of the social

-,

‘growing both in numbers and in their interest in

El

making overt statements and behavioral statements

%

abouit their feelings of prejudice. Through NCCJI and

;the program that wae mentioned by Cliff aad Lynn,

Cottage Removed, which operates in almest Eﬂ‘high

&

'schogols in nsrthern Ohio, I'we had the chance to work

&

|with literaliy hundreds of young people. And my

E]

impression is that most of these young peeple, in

fact the vast majérity;‘are not in tﬁat gort of

‘Lunatic fringe. They are young pecople whb-are

extremely concerned about what is going on in their

X

|community, both their scheel community, their

community in whicﬁgthey live and the world in which

they are going to be in a very short time. And, they
z$ally do want to make a differenne:and are extremely
articulate and creative intidentifyinggways‘in which

te do that, What I think we missed in, perhaps I See
3

'as the reason for this increase in overt

~ £}
¥,
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|discriminatiory behavior is the lack of an articulate

LA -

nationdl leadership that validates, supporis and

assists in 'the effdrts of the voung peopl€. But
3

‘ratherr I view, as I wsaid, itfs my pers@qdl
|impression, that %bn often we have not seew
leadership ;hat has been willing to gort of stick
|their necks out and make statements that certain
 kinas of,behavidrshaxﬁ just not acceptabler and
certain kinds of language are just not acceptable.
Andy @ﬁﬁleinr, Wilson mentioned earlier about whether
an ethnic joke is really a hate crime, and I think I
wouldn't, I would a;fée with you, I wouldn't go so
far ag to identifgait as a ¢crime, I feeél* it's really
an act of great ipsensitivity and prabaﬁ%y a symptom
of other kinds of behavices that are occurting at ’
|other times. i&nd; in fact, one of the very simple
little things that we try to do, and this is 2 lot
harder than it may .sound at first blush., is to get

4
people ways to deal with those kinds of behaviors
| when they oceur. 1It's hard, it's hard for me, and I
do this every déy of my life, and it st%1l remains
| hard. : So, whén we try %o t;;in pecople who are not

doing this as a profession, we can see where the

- o

7
~
1
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difficulty arisess - .
Those that are in or just out of high school
have spent mest of f£heir impressionable-years in an

-

environment that bhas fréguently seemed indifferent to

prejudice and discrimination. And, when we look back®
'at what the environment has been for the past 10 to

L

15 years, then perhaps we can better understand why

we see an increase in hate crime among our vouth, and

A *
'some of them getting inte this fringe, subversive

. %
anti-gocial bkehaviors. . ‘

I feel that the chiallenge for usitoday is to

lzeinstate the environment that clearly defipesg what

¢

behavior is both appropriate and acceptable and in

‘interacting with those who are different from us.

L8

Hate crimes has begome 2 bit of a national

|priority fof NCCJd, ’‘There dre a number of ‘NCCJ

H

offices around the country that are dealing with this

2 lot more actively than-Cleveland. And, in looking,

trying to get some informatiom that I thought was
nore factual than I've been able td come up with, I

did call a few of my cocll#agues around the country
|and was partieularly intrigued by a program that I

4 “ ‘i‘ . .
have iearned about in New Jersey, BAnd I, while I'm

=
o Ll

L

- P
st

-
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certainly not an expert on this program, I pulled
togethegf'thEy-we@e nice en&u@h to send me séme
linformation, I pulled together some information that
I'm going teo leave with you. I'm really intrigued by
what they have been able to do because the Gévernor,
Iéovernor Floury of Hew Jersey has made this a ’
priorigy for. the state. And, I think that refers,
back to what I said about leadership, and this has to
be a mandate f£rom the top. And, we have to %ave “
|lea@lers that say this is important enough for ug to
|take actien on and put some money behind:‘ 86, they .
have an e¢ffige of biag crime and community relations
as part of the Attorney Genetal's office. And, thein
.program that I'm going to give you thig gutline For a
program that based on education and crimé%al

sanctions for hate crimes. In New Jersey, and this
is & pilot program that has just startéd in June,
juveniles wh0‘comm%t bias crimes will be required to
undergo 5 weeks of sensitivity training, and thev're
|expected go inéalve 30 offenders im thedfirst pilo?

year of the program. I don't know what that training

4
q

looks like. I can guarantee 'you, I intend to find

out what it looks Like because I'm really intrigued

& 3

r
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with re-educating because I think that'’s what we have
to do. The Dirgector of this Office of Biasg is; his
|name is St;;é Goldenbery, reported that in visits te
numerous ‘schoels, that 100% of the stu&eﬁtsy?o whom
he spoke said that they.had heard their parents tell
racist Jjokes, and 85% of teachers admitted knowing
staff members who made racist remarks. That's a
pretty poor reportrfrom two groups who become the
‘maﬂor teachers and role models for kids. teachers and
parents. &6, I think we hqye a lot of bhlame to
assume on our generatlon for, creating thiéfyoung
generation that we have today.

Now, the program that they've instituted in

New JerseyY is Buman Relations Commissions that are

county wide. And, 80% of the counties in New Jersey
now bave cne of these Human Relations Commissions in
placé, And, they're very comprehensive, in their ﬂ
membership as you will ses when you lcok at this.

. They include law enforcement people from agencies
|1ike myself, educatdrs. community Ieaéersﬁ And, as 1
‘saidf this is not complete information, but I think

it's worth looking at and thinking about.

I believe1VEry strongly that we need a

x

y
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comprehensive, proactive communiiy effort in what is

i
LN
A &

|needed for long ferm reduction of hate crimes and

|other racist behaviors, And. indeed, that's really

first and foremost on the agenda of NCCI.

w

And, I just want to close with a guote. for

‘any ©of you who are sort of addicted to Sunday NMorning

t

with Charles Ruralt as I am whenever I can watch it.

Dr. Johnetta Cole, who is Eresideht of Spellman

¢

College, w¥s on & few weeks ago, and I got the
|re-print. It was harder tc get thanw I thought. But.
|what she gaid is sort of, I think, what I would like
{to think that WCCJ stands for. And, this is a quote
:frcm Dr. Cole ag sheg was sgéak;ng to & gro&p of

people: "He are for difference, for allowing

difference, and respecting difference until
difference doesn't make éﬁyimore difference.”

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank voéu, Ms. Schwartz.

<

Hg. Goble?

. MARTEA GOBLE,

I have a very brief prepared statement to

read for you. But, to give vou a short bhackeround of
my agency, we are the Heights Community Cohgress, a

20 plus year Fair Housing and positive race relations

¥ Fa

-
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;organizétion-that‘s locally based in Cleveland
Heights, Ohio. We did meet with Peter several weeks
lago, had a fairly comprehensive discussion among our
\sta@flabout these issues. I didn't know that we
really ﬁéd any great incidéhts to repcrt%k But, since
I was asked to participate in this, I'm reading what
. ) . p

would be our feeling about this for your hearing this

3

morhing. R

)
o 5

Heights Community Ceofngress is an
established, not—foar-prefit corganizatiion with a

|vibrant history spanning more than 20 years. It's
8 x Y

-
.

‘based in Cleveland Heights an Eastern &nnezAring
fsuhurbxﬁf'éleveland,-Ohioﬁ The primary %gaas and
missien of the organization is To’serve as a mOni@c;
'and an advocate for open diverse communities,

committed to the principal that all menmbers or E

perspectivg members ¢f Cleveland Heightsﬁ University

Heights will experience social justice and eguality.
Beichts Cqmmgﬁity Congress seérves Cleveland

| Beights ané&, neighboring subuibs, as well as the
gredter Cleveland area with multi-cultural

5, ES
t

programming to provide opportunities to educate

-

-community residénts about the importance of reducing

L
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|racial, ethnic, and religious prejudice.

During my ﬁhree—ya&r tenure aS'ﬂigegtdﬁ of
|of Heights Community Congress, Clevelahd Heights, to

|the best of my knowleégép has had nc repoftég hate

crimes. Although Cleveland Eeights"i% & diverse

community, racially, ecenaﬁ%cally and ethnicly.,

¥

|cooperative living amcng residents is prevziling.
|This can be attributed, in part, td a city

|administration that's 'supportive and demongtrative of

equitable treatment and individvual value ahd tespect
for its c¢itlizens. 1Integration has beéen recagnized
and heralded in this community jointly-by the city

“ - PR I3 _ - .‘\ > . » ’ * e e 3
administration, civic and educational institutions.
As an individual, I'm awareé that the

neighboring suburb of Lindharst has not beén without
.notable incidents of intolerance. Again, those thak

are different. Unfortunately, this cemmunity has not
beenn afforded the dupport and leadership from it's
- 3

city govérnment to embrace the diversity that exists
‘along its boarders to the west.

K
'S

and, that ‘really ends my ‘prepgred statement.

P

Heights Community Congress. with it¥s fair housing

'emphasis, does a great deal of monitoring of the real’

. el
2

L

i Y. i

P
"
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x ¢ «
|estate industry to ensure that there‘s egual

o

| oppottunity for all perspeciive hone seekers and to

|ensure that the fair housing laws are upheld. We are

.
presently in a case at litigation against housing

|discrimindtion that occurred in the Comminity of
Lindhurst, and that's why I draw that contrast. And,

again, strongly reaffirm that leadership of gity

Agovernmemts“is:vefy ;mpogtant to the tone that's set

i the community.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Ms. Goble

|guestions, committee? Yes. Nr.’LQVanthalE

KR. LEVANTHAL: I* like to address a couple
«

of questions to Ms.  Schwartz. First ¢f all, the

12

|members of the Natioral Conference of Christians and

Jews, what do they comprige mainly, upper, middie,
lower class businessmen, teachers, what type of

)

;people helong to yeur organization generally?

S, SCHWARTZ: Well, at least for northern

*

Ohio NCCJ, membership is sort of a, not a word that

applies because vwe don"t have, people don't pay a fee-

3

to bécome a member. ~We have, I perhaps over

. * .
# !

'optimistically c¢dénsider the whole community our

constitueney, And, when we have a program. it's

*

o
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lreally open to everybody.

' discrimination.

But, having said that, cur

financial support coémes primarily from the corporate

community. Our constituency, in terms of program

;paxtitipation, comes from really all;levelé cf the
community. Amd, I can ﬁost notably talk abou? the
high school program that's been referring to where we
have about 56 hig@ snﬁbols that represent both urban
and .suburban SChOélS frem‘éll around the ccmmunity.

s

MR. LEVANTHAL: Saying that money comes

from the corporate community, the point that I'm

'reaching for is this, although we've talked about

education in the schools, helping to amelicrate the

situation with prejudice, it seems to me that perhaps

|corporate leaders could be instructed in their owi

‘organizations to instigate a program which might

help. For example, we. have found that there’s much
discrimination not only in hate crimes, but in jeb

Pecople don’t cet promoted because of

- race. color or creed and gemerally; that starts with

the top. If the chief exdcutive is known to be

} -

‘biased or tell ethnic jokes c¢r performs in theat

manner, it gifts down to the beottom. BSo, the

guestion really I asky can anything be done where the

»~

]

»
by
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corporation leadership, to help them get proper

>

exanplés?

MS. SCHWARTZ @ I coulédn't agree with you

more in your statement about the corporate leadership

setting a tone and example. And, yvés, I think many
companies are in the process of going through
diversity training within their organization. And,

&3

in fact., NCCJ is .involved in some of that training,

‘as are others that have been in.this room: and is. I

' think to be sure that that training reaches gll

v
'y

levels of the organization.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other guestions? Yes, Ms.

-

Powless? :

»

MS. POWLESS: ~ I have a question for Ks.

Schwartz. You had stated Fhat samedNCCJ:s deal with

1

prejudice .and discrimination with gays &nd lesbians.

is that the case In Clevedand?

*

HS. SCHWARTZ: We don’t directly deal with

3

'the issue, but it does, we certainly don’t,back off

from the issue when it's raised. Much of our agenda

L)

is established: much «0f our programming is to create

a safe atmosphere for people to talk about whatever

| their issues are. 2aAnd, when that issue comes up,

.
fe,

“

-

LRI
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i¢*s an issue that we deal with. We don't
|proactively program for that in Cleveland because
|there are other community groups that were dealing
with that solely. that's their major fecus. While we
|have invited scme of"thase groups leaders“of those
groups to c¢ome in and bhe a part of a broader
:discussion that we've had.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: ©Dther queéticns? Thank
you very much for your time and your testimony this

morning. ! %,

Eleanore Dees has told us that she'll be

here between 11:15" and 11330, and we'll heat her

12

‘testimony when she arrives. In the meantime; is
| there members of the public who would like to enter
into the record their comments this morning?

. MS. HELPHEREY: I just set up time to do

this tomorrov.

s -

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Very good. We'll hear
from you, then. tomorrow.

, MS. HELPHREY: ~ I wasn®t sure when this

¥ N 1

|meeting was.

.

r

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Would you mind identifying .

~ ¥
»

yourself?
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Ministry.

|sense of the trauma of the victim of hate c¢rime.

MS. Helphrey: I'm Jmanita Helphrey. I'm
with the Fational Headguarters of the HERDO Project.

And. T alse had a recentﬁjuﬁﬁice prodram for Homeland -

¥

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. ,

*“¥S. HELPHREY; 1I'm alsc & member of the .

League of Native American Community. whieh is not

represented on this a@end&;k

CLIFF SHAVREN, v

MR. SEVREN:  Time really didn't permit in

my initial remarks, but ohe thing that -- I felt that

I wanted to drive home with this extra time was the

st
¥ y

|&nd, ip walking over here, I was thinking the best

way to really describe thakt is to give you an

individual case study. But, time really didn®t
. * :

permit ity apparénply dees pow, so thanks.
» v

%

o [y

. One, just one example and the oné that I

think educated me to the impa:tance.ofythe problem Qf

hate crimé was .2 woman in the Canton, Ohio area who

Y

called me near hysterics. She and Her husbhand, this
was a couple of years aygoe, were celebrating their

|anniversary and gone to Cleveland out to dinfer and

Y

a
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e
3

‘came back'tw”Can&oé to thgirihdhse. Anqﬁ to their
lhorror, found a- swastika Qainhbd on the hood of the
 car. She was very concerned abogt it, especially
when she léarned that ancther+Jewish family that
{lived down the %ﬁrﬁet also had a sWastiéa‘put cn
their car. Interestinély; the other.family really
didn*t seem tezrigly concerhed about it; but this
|weman was absolutely :traumatized byﬁit because of the
'damage. But, mere im@oztéﬁt}yrﬁbeuamse she was
targeted by somebddy unknown fo her who knew that she

. yu
was Jewish and she was xeally very cbndbfn&ér not
’ i :
only about that, but alsc about the progpect that
worzse <ould be done ‘to  her. Well, we worked with law
Qenforcemént officials on iygﬁ‘Thege were gsome that a
kid in the neighborhood was involved. But, it was
obviously SOmebody*thag knew her. But, the parents
‘of this suspected individual were unccoperative as
|the kié himself, and it remained an unsolved hatée

" ;

crime. But, I would have hoped that would have been

the end of the story until & couple of months later.

% %
a Sunday morningy, T got a bhysterical call from this
) 3%

woman saying that the windshield had been shot: cut of
‘this same”éér; which had just beén re-painted and

¢

El %

“
-
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repaired. Andys in her mind, she had to assume that
it was the same .agsailant involved in both instances,

even though if you look at the windshi?iﬁ incident on

the =surface and in isoelation, it's not a hate crime
in the least. It's Simply & random act of vandalism.

I think that that really b;cﬁght home to me more than

N ~

-anything else had the trduma, the continying trauma
|that victims of hate crime carry with them. A&nd, in

addition, this woman even reguired psychological

»

‘counselling andg ultimately the solution to, her trzuma
|was that they left the neighberhood. 'Bo, at least v

" . N 1. P “, P N
partially because of thils incident, some unknown

. i
L ¥

asgailants was responsible for driving this Jewish
family out of the neighborhood in the Subugbs of

Canton. 1In a deci&ion, I would acain refer to the

1
¥

cemetery vandalism incident, whichﬁreélly_shocked the
‘entive commufiity, not just ghe,Jﬂwish cammug;ty.

Mayor White came out and did a news conference to
express hig horror. but Et.aléo drove home téuﬁé the
fact that hate éxime’ﬁaesjgat just strike an
individual vietim, it strikeéythe entire community.

3 f " L + L3 v
And, the phones in our office were just rihging off

the hook from people who were concerned, some of them

HALSELL & HALSELL REPCRYERS, Chicagos IL (312) 236-4984



17
18
1s
20
21

22

23

_ 99

T

[
n

|who wante@ to ask whether there was anything that

»

they could do to help, eyen in contributions of

manéyf There were people who, from the community in

which the cemeteiry is located, whe simply wanted to
o l“

express their regret that ﬁhis happened: And,

”

jalthough it's not exacﬁly slear to me how the police
investigation led to the three juvenileg who were

ultimately charged; it seems that it'was.ﬁeighbcrhocd

|tips that led te these three juveniles ironically
r -

1beeause the three were, from what I've heards

'bragging about what they had doéne in the

»

neighbq;hoqéw But, what I wvonld want to leave you

lwith is just my really firm belief that hate crime is

Ly

2 o
a major pikoblem,-and it's a problem not eniy for the

|continuing trauma that it imposes to thé victim, but .

also for theée whole community.

And, for that reagson alone, I especially

4 4

welcdome this Commigsion’s attention te the issue.

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Savrer.
« |Are there guestions for, additional. questions for Mr. "

 Savren? TIf not, the Committee will be in recess

LY

until Eleanore Deées arrives.

<

(WHEREUPON, a short recess was taken.) ,

-
N »
4 k] M -
] 7
t
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!

CHATIRMAN BATTLE: HMs. Dees, the floor is
yours.
ELEANCRE DEES,

Thank you. 1 have some coples to give to

menbers ¢f the panel, 4f I could deliver:. Hr.-

Chairman, and other memPers of the Commission. I

want to thank vou'for this cpportunity to, talk with

yvou today about hate crime in Chio. My name i's

x

| Bleanore Ramsey-Dees, and I'm President of the

Cuyahoga Plan of Ohic, Inc. Ander as its Chief

Executive Officer and Chief Operating Officer, my job
is to implement the mission of the Cuyahoga Plan.
The Cuyahoga Plan was incerporated in 1974 and it's

committed to the elimination of unlawful

¥

discrimination in the' reptal and sale of housing, and

the promotion of Sustained racial integration in the
housing market, both in Cuyahoga County and beyond.
its migsion is to promote and support culturally

i
diverse, stable commimnity business, replacinc

|diserimination and segregation with an open housing

> ¥
-

market.

» it
4

) =Tﬁg task before me is to 1list those
incidents of hate cccurripng in Ohic over the years

o

R

-
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and as they relate to open’-housing. I wen't tell the

panel that hate crimes mgainst one another is bad for

"

{our society and that the phenomenon is pernicious,

|you all know thatl, What I will do is cite three

, : L il ]
incidents. Two of the Incldents occurred in the game
B 1 ]

|céunty and that'®s @ecoga County. and one was reported

o

te local newspaper: The gecond was an incident that

I experigriced ang 'l shared 1t with a very close

friend. And, the. third is Ffrem the files 6f the

Cuyahoga 'Plan. ) ‘

{

v

The first story, and as yvou will notice in

'the materials that I handed vou, iit's & story of John

PRy
r Lo

o o

MacGyver, who is an African American whd had a dream

lof owning a farm. &nd, he had verked on a firm for 2

™~

years in Geoga County, sb*heﬁmaveé to the farm,

renting the farm. Shortly after he moved in, there

o T

were some racial slurs writtemn on the shed. and.

this shed contained his tractor and some pesticides, .

.

¥
And s¢, "once the radlal siur was therer not ‘teo long '

[

-

after that, ‘tle ghed was burned down. Soy what

 happened to Hr. MacByver was that he, on this farm,

. o .
he had an orchard:«and he was anable to put the

3 <

insecticide on the orchard, so. be lost the apples
¥l ® .

« 14

IS

*

3
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w

From those 50 traes. Anég”this caused him to a lot

of finaneial ha%éghi@ii So, it,affecteﬁfhimy
‘pérsonally, it affected his self estaem; it affected
his marriage. Sd"ﬁgcing b%nkruptcy; he and his
|femily left. It was galled Russell Pownship in Geoga

County- But, they left Russell waﬁﬂhiy and they

Imoved irto Warren. And so, that's where we leave him

i [

at that story. ‘

3 . B »
The second incident that I wanted to report
o 5 -

W
*

d

to the Commission happened to a very dear friend of

mine. We had'worked tegether some years ado and we

«

2

4
were both 2 young wemen, well I had a family, she had

2 husband and that was hér family. But:” they had,

s

‘her husband had a dréam of owning and raising Arabian

horses. Sg, they moved, they bought a farm in Geoga
‘ % ’ *
| Countys " They not only' wanted to raise the Arabian

‘horses, but they had two German Shepards that they*d
raised £rom puppies that‘were marvedous animals.

And; he would take one of the German Shepards back

5

and Torth w1th hlﬂ because he’ workea £u1L time at the

{|Chrysler plant. So, coming, very late at n;qht, he

‘thought he wonld fgel safer with the dog im the car

with him. So; the dog was his'¢0m§&ny while he would

&

A

El
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lao cut to the farm. His wife worked with me at

University Hospitals of Cleveland. So, wé talked

daily about what they were going to do with the farm.

|and, I would go out and visit them, my husbhand and I

Y
2.

|would go out andé visit them. And. we watched thenm
reconstruct an old farm house, it had just~one room

|and they made it into several. They added on several

rooms. And, I saw them beoin to build the stables
for the horses. Now, they started out with. I think,

one-guarier Arabian and, as you mate them ups I

lunderstand that you get to your full blooded Arabian.

However, they were going t% do this but he had all

together 3 Arabian horses in that stable. As time

went on, and they tried to arrange £or fihancing to

£

complete the purchase., because they wére getting it

under a land contract, théy couldn’t find the kind --

they couldn®t f£ind. the financing. But, that wasn't

'so kad. One night after he had worked & full day at

Chrysler, he went to the farm and found that his

horse was dead, one of the horses was dead. When he

1

reported to the autheorities, they came out and

determined the horse had heen poiscned, and that was

his first’'startling experience. He got tco the place

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago. IL (312) 236-4584
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vhere he would leave the dog there becausge lHe thought

¢

at least the dog would frighten people away. He went

- 7

to the farm one day and found the dog was dead, had
been poisoned as well. About this, at thisg time, you

L3

could mnderstand that hé was besgide himself. In

fact, both of thém are because while they didn't have

< »

children, that animal, Both of those. dogs represented

q

‘children te them. " Sor they were very fénd of that
. o '
animal. The loss ¢f the dog and the lcss??f the

horse began to wear on this couple. ‘And, after a

ya&ri they decided that they Shoglﬂ divorce. She
went to Califofnia and he disheartened, §cid the
house here in Cleveland, they lived fh Cleveland
Beights, and he moved ta North Carclina to take care
cf hig father. Big father had a farm theré in North

Carclina. So, as years wént by, I would say about 5,
R S ¥ »

| he went to the hospital‘and because he was ill,

| complaivied of stomach pains, and he was diagnosed as

"

|having carcincema ¢f the stomach. This is a young
\ N i N
man, under 40 years of age. I chould siy, as an

Taside, we aglways called them the‘WQnde:ﬁings because
N ¢ -.

they were se young and they séemed ko know exactly

E

- %
what they wanted ip life. -But, he called her and

~
’
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asked her if he could spend the last year of his, life
with her, and she said yes. 8¢, he died in
California. Sos that%s one incident of hate that I
kﬂd@ of, and I know what it ¢an do to péagle, and

just how traumatic it can be. 5
The third incident comes to mind as & result

- .

of my searching our .files after talking with HMr.

EL

{Minarik, I loocked at our files and came across a

|story of a woman who called our office and later came

in because she was so6 upseb, she was a real estate

broker and she had a client that she had taken to a

w

heuse to show a house. The client happened to be

-

African American, and the house that they were going

|to look at was a duplex, side by ®ide, znd it was

owned by two brothersg. ' One of the brothers had moved

]

out- of the citye. so he wanted o sell his half. The

' cther brother remained in Cleveland. 'The real estate

| agent had called azhead, made arrangements for the

,‘
'

house to be shown. She had talked with thé other

brother, and eGerythinq seemeéffine. She got out of

the ‘car with her client apd when the brother saw who

It

she was bringing to his houwse, he reacted so

vicolently he jumbeé--a@ thﬁyiwere coming up to thé

BALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL. -(312) 236-4884
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porch, he jumped past her door, in . fropt of the othér
door and he actually sicdod there. I agked her, show
us what he did. He stcod there with his arms,

stretched out. This hbuse is not for sdale. Thig
, i f
. , . - . ¥ ot .
house is hot for sale. Both of them just stood

3
s

therey they couldn't,pelieve that this man, in 1992
¥ b e
|at that time. was behaving thig ways: So., the real

estate agent :falked with her client. Said well, we'll

!
E

come back another time. We"ll call the man and we'll
i ¥ : - P - e
get him and, the one who owns it. and eithef have him

T

talk to his brother, or come in to Cleveland to show

vou this hotse because you must see it, You have a

k)

|right te see this kouse. The clieént, at that time,
|said, I don't want to.have anything to do with it. T

fcan't stand this. - I don't want to hgva anvthing to

|do with this man, this house, this neighborhoed. So.

4

the salesperson logt a sale. Her client lost the

opportunity to see 2 hopme that sWe probably .wanted
. e ERY
and could afford. S6, what.happened there; of course

£

we, having come teo the Cuyahoga Plan, we did test it.
|We Léund that the brother was in no condition after

‘this, the brother whe remained in Cleveland, was in
,no dondition to show that house. .So, the oyner had

LE LS
3

LS

ES

L4

¥ dg ® ?
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to come from cutside £the city to show the house he

|wanted tc sell. But, despite that, thg agent went

i

forward with the Complaint because she<had been .
damaged by this incident;
8ec; .those are the three incidents that I

wanted to relate to you. You have, accompanying your

~

matérials, a list that was compiled over a periocd of

|time. But, it's a list showing the locations where

*

the incidents took place, the date that they occurred
and the brief description and whether .0f not the
|victim was Black or white or whether it was because

|of peligicus purposes. whether the person wag Jewish
or not. So, we have it brokeh down as the victim

w
L

‘being either Black. white, or if it's ah interracial

couple, Black and white. If it was on the basis, if

“
T

| the ﬁiscriminaticn\was~gp“thenbasié of religicn. a

person happened to be Jewish, and that:s the only
‘faith that.we have that's chronicled hers. s
I want Lo point out that it's been our

| experience that most of the agencies don't keep a
filg on bBuch eventg. They come to us, but they're

13

1 4 3 - \'.. ) 3 . 1 B - =
‘called something else. When fhege acts come to us,

we lopk to’see if housin@ is involved. Se¢. it comes
k] T

S

#

L]

r 7
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under another category. ~ Sometimes these incidents

happen to persons and they won't report them: thev're

just so disgusted, as did our client and the breoker,

kY

real estate bfokertexample,

I g¢ on to say that racisal iécidents are not
}always reported to ithe authorities by most of the
victims. WNow, the Cuyahoga Plans which is a fair
housing agency. receives and investigates complaints
of discrimination centered around hoﬁging. From
Octcober of %992 through July of thig yea;, the agency
received over 1200 ingniries from persons who felt
that they had encountered acts of discrimination,
whether those acts were based on any of the protected
‘classég; a§ you k¥nhow, that's race, dex, -religion;
national br&gin, status or disability. nRecentiyr
Housing Secretary Henry €. Cisneres stated in an
‘interview with the New York Times thatirhci;m is a
malignanecy, apnd that it's the great achilles heel of
our nation's future. I'1ll repeat that he said raciswm
is a malignancy and the great achilles heel of ocur

‘nation’s future. And, you think about it.

Although significant changes have cccurred

N

in the area of discrimination over the past 20 to 25

&
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|more widespread. Actg of hate of one group against

¥aﬂ0ﬁhér? whether through physical enccunﬁéES‘cr the
systematic denial Qf*homé loans or in;uran¢aﬁcoverage
only serve as a harbinger of our lecal and national
tracedy.

Finally, I would remind the‘CQmmission that h
what is needed nEﬁ as never before iskgo; the right
leadership on the igsues of racism and demonstrated
acts of hatred in tgig ccéntry} it is of great

A

importance that we here today do not lose £aith.

however, in the goodress ¢f mankind and the right of

every person ta life, liberty and the pursuit of

N B . W 7
happiness in this very diverse society of ouxrs.
v %

Thank vou very¥ much. 7I'1l entertain any
N s v g 5,
gquestions; if you have them.
(CHAIRMAN BETTLE: Thank you Ms. Dees. Any

Ha
"

o

« ME. ORTEGA: I just had one. I just nctice
that youw mentioned twe incidents with Hispanics. Is

that it? .Is that all tfhat'you have ip your --

5 .

|years, today it has become more covert, more subtle, -

&

|lguestions from the Committee? -

* ° BS. DEES: That's all that were collected,
. ? 5 . §
ves. ¢ d '
- X !
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MS. ORTEGA: De you have apy, is it just

Ay " ,
because¢ that's vhat was weported to yvou? Do you have

'any sensgé ras to why you might have only gotten two?

¥ %

¥S. DEES: I think there was a time ago

‘there, I think those were not in the 'S0's, if I
remémber them correctly, and I think what's

: A .
happening, the acts of Hatred against Hispanics is

not, is more than what meets the eyeé. #As you know,
the Hispanic culture is very diverse. There are

differences between those who are from the Caribbean, .
T, <. 8
| those who are from Puerte Rico and thgse from Eurocpe.

4

Sometimes these, the different Hispaﬁigvgioups-will

have a very close agsociation with African Americans.

-

Therefore, what they®ll encounter is differéent, the

2

hate ‘they could.encosnter. Sometimes there's fights
‘between African Americans and Hispanics. and that may
be one of the incidents fthere. ,

. B .. o
We had an incident earlier this vear where a

i -

Hispanic woman wanted to move into an African
f e x

‘hmerican community. And, on its face, it appeared
' that she’'was being Qiscriminated‘agaiﬁsti ‘But,; when
LIre

|we got inta the fact, we saw tHat it wasn 't

‘necessarily & hate crime, it wags something else. Sc.

IR

at

- . ar
L

.

EALSELL & HALSELL RERORTERS, Chicago, IL: (312) 236-4584

I3



i35
16
17

is

20

21

22

’Idguess in answer to your question, Mrs. Ortega;
it¥'s, I think that we'’re going to have more incidents
cf hatred against Hispanics because We‘llabe more
sensitized eurselves. We'll be locking for it. And

I think. as a result of this, we're going te be

keeping better records of the incidents and we'll be

probably doing some clipping. too, and keep a

clipping £ile. "That®s how I couwld answetr that.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other quesfions?
MS. PRESLEY¥: I notice that as you said,

your findings are all in the *80f's. Do you have any

more recent ones? 3

[

MS. DEES: Wé have, we don't have & list

32

Iike this. We have just a file composed of news

larticles and they do relater to the Mabel Gant, that

was a very bic¢ item here. We still have ongoina

conflict in the North Ceolumnweod Area of Cleveland.

| In fact, whernt T did just a guick sketch of where most

-

'of "these incidents occurred during the '80%g,
overwhelmingly 121 of them occcurred in the Horth

?
Cclumnwood or the Bast Columnwood area. And, that's

| unfartunate becanse that was an area that prior to,

I'd say, the '68's wag an areaz that was very diverse.

¥

h
S
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1

it was composed of African American families, German .
‘american families. Wy father grew up in the aréa.

He and his family, migrated from Georgié there in 19y, .
I weould say 17: and chiidren playe& in ahd out of

each other's hoﬁesm They ate at each othe;ié tables.
So. during the "6§0°s, however, when many of the olé
'families moved from the Columnwood areay,the';ew
families came in with different backgronﬁ%s; the

conflict began. *So, in answer to your guéstion,

®
whether or uct we have more current ones, I don't

s

, . ~ . R
‘have a compcllation of them, and that's why we're

going to begin te take—-when they ¢ome tc us and the

person says that I've been discriminated against, and

| someone di@ something to me, we'll not wait and say

lwelly was it housing? We'll immediately, if there

was an altercation, if there's some form of hatred.
'wa’ll keep a separate file on that as well.

CHATIRMAN BATTLE: HMs. Dees, once you get
this information., could you walk us through the next
steps? Do you have a liasen with the Justice
Department to éssist those that complain to VYot to
file suit or just what happens after the issue is

laid in your lap?
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MS. DEES: Well, what we have done under,
'while 1've been Director, and that was since June lst °
of 1892, what we've done is we've talked with the *

person to find cut of whether or not it was housinag
related. &nd then, we would test it and if we found
probable cause for discrimination in housing. we

would couinsel the Complainant, asking them, telling

&

Yy

them what happened. ¥e found probable cause, and
what did they want to do? Did they want to gé the

1

administrative route, or did they want to go directly
¥ i .

b

‘into federal court. ,And, many of them;%aﬁted to goﬂ -
’the‘administlative roatgy And so, thens we would
|£ile a complete Item 3 with Heu;iﬂg anﬁgﬁ{ban
Development Department. Sometimes if it was a -
personal c¢ivil‘'rights matter, they weéuld ‘go to the -
‘Euman RightSLCommi$§ienf file a ceomplaint there.
CéAIRMAﬁwEATTLE: How about iésues you might
 suspect are hate crimes, perhaps a cross burning on a
lawn? Is there a connection that you would make with
 the Cleveland Police Department in that regard?

ﬁé! DEES+: Imwediatély, yes.
CHATRMAN BATTLE:, Dé-you have a relationship

with them, an ongeing relationship that assists them
k] %

» -~
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in identifying --
1S DEES: We have had that relationship
traditionallyv. The Cuyahéga Plan has conductéd

"

| sensitivity studies with the local, the vacious

police departments. So, we do have a relationship
there. PBut, after the police are cont&c%éﬁ, ﬁéey'll
either deal with it or investigate it. gﬁéa if it's
|alsc housing relaged, we?ll:investigate it. But, a
:cross burning wduld Q§finitely have to be
‘invesﬁigated by the pelice, by the local, police.

CHAIRMAN BAYTLE: 'Thank you very muchs

|appreciate your time.

¥S. REES: Good luck to all ¢f you. We
don't want €o have anbther Bosnia. ) §A
' i - . “

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We are at lunch break now.

(WHEREUPON, "2 lunchecn recess was

Ll

taken.)
APTER RECESS . ) .

CHAIRMAN BATTLEz2 Good afternoor, Mr. Almay.

LL
bd ! K

Thank vou very much for being with us. The floor is

. x

yourg? ‘ -

TEQ ALMAY

I »

"

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicage, IL (312) 236-4884"



— iy

5 - | _ 115

&

‘Thank yous Mr. Chairman and members of
the State Advisory Commitiée, my nale is Ted Almay.
I work for Chio Attorney General Lee Fisher at the.

|Ohioc Bureau of Criminal Investigation as the Division

|Chief for the Special Investigations Unit. I

appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and
to provide the following information.

Primarilyy @ne @ust speak on féday are white
supremacist groups. They're currently . .very, very
active within Ohio. ‘1?@ l1ike to start by hand&ing out
these are flyers that we have cobtained in Ohioc all

within the last 6 to 7 months. And, these.are yvours.

I'd like to open with a disdussion of the Ru

“

|Klux Klan and their activities here in Ohio. For

those of wou who don’t know very much about the Klan.,

-

they are an internaticnal erganization. They are

at

| broken down into various seaments and they have

-

ttemendous infighting and teadership probleéms amoéng

-

themgelves. For that reason, active in Chioc are four
separate groups 0f KEX members. They all wear the
 same rebes, have the same basic philosophy: operaté

‘under 'different leadership and are split, dependent
upon their methods, of how to obtain their goals. If

e
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you listen to any of their rhetoric, it's all pretty
muech the same. They hate nobody, they love the white
race and they believe in racial separatism, racial

puritys That's the basis of their platform as they

go and speak.

.Withih Ohio, Wwe have The Knights 6f the KRK.

ve have the Imperial Kniéhts of the KKK, They are

| headgquartered here %n Cleveland. They are, by far.,

n

the largest group in Chic with approximately 275

Elansmen and women. They are operated out of

Arkansas and are very acktive in recruiting. They

have two rallies scheduled in Ohio., one on the state

»

| house steps October 23rd in Columbus, and another

rally that afterndon in Wilmington, Qhia, rjght

outside of Central State and Wilberforce University

'in southwestern Chico. The United States Knights or
| the U.S. Enights of the XKK is in Hamilton, right
|outside of Cincinnati, have approximately 80 members

there. And. the Dixie Rnights of the KKK are located

~

}in Belfrey. & small rural town in southedstern Ohio,

Washington County, kind of midway  on the Ohig River

b

between Marrietta and Galapolice. And, theése are the

Knights of the KKK in Chio. .

-

¥
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. Bkinhead organizations are gquite a group of

* -

peoplé. The one thing ‘you can say about the

.

Skiﬁheaﬂs is they absolutely agree‘oﬁ‘ﬁbthiggﬂ

They"1ll fight among tﬂemse;vési they are verj>

disorganized, although can be very violent. In Ohics,

we havé the White American Skinheads, which are known
) .

by the acronym. of WASH. We. have the Northeérn Hammer

|Skinheads, which are based out of Detroit, but are

alsc very active herée in Ohic. The National White
& T A ] g x i - ? ~‘
Resistance., the ARL;: "oy Anti-Racist Lreague. And,

probably the most adétive group of Skinheads is a
group célleé SHARP, aznd you'll see thém wearirig black

|leather jackétsﬂlike,a motorcycle type jacket with

SHARP on the back? That stands for Skipheads Against
‘Racial Prejudice. They'll show up at Klan rdllies

are anti~Elan.

v

and £ight with the Klan.” They

anti-Nazi, pro Skinhead. which meams they want to

ovérthrow the govermment a8 we have today and let the

‘youth ef America run the country. is their basic

premise. And. tﬁay try to stay away from racial i
arguments and stidk'@gimarily wighkpéiitical type
arguments. T {
The Eeé yggiwgréﬁps heré in Gﬂic, by far, b
- — : S
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are the most active and the most violemt group in the
country is the S$S Action group headquartered ount of

Dearborr, Michigan. ' We have a very active chapter

here in Ghio and iR the video, I'11l show you ak the

end you'll see some fcotage of them. They, have a

"

very violent history. They're very active in

v

painting swastikas énd the German SS logos, which
vou'll see in some of the Flyers are thelirs, They

‘are very active with the white combat groupsy Glve Us

i

Vieteryv. Give Us beath type »f slogans.

Other groups that are very active in Ohiwo,

the White Arian Religion or WAR -85 their acronym.

-
They were headgunartered in Toledo @nd earlier this
year, we were successful in a jeint gperation with -

th; Fedéral Bnré&n gf Alcohel Tobavco®and Firearms in
arresting several of them. They had planned to blow
Bp a predominantly black housing project in Toledo oﬁ'
‘the 4th of July w;akénd. ¥e raided them in early

June; got several bombs, -a cathe of.weapons; made

| several arrests, recovered some drugs. A

UnEertunately; éuring théventry intce thelr clubhouse.
& WAR niembér opeﬁed fire on a police with =a

‘semi~automatic Tech 9 sub machine gun. Luckily

v
-

= g
1

¢ b3
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|ndébody was hurt, and he was apprehended without him

being hurt, either. They're very, very violent.

Believe in blowing up builldings, projects, <cars, to

- )

demonstrate they’re not afraid of authority.
The White Ariaﬁ Registance, which is

separate from the White Arian Religion, is

N

headguartered in Hebraska.

)

Right now, they're alse
very active here in Ohic in recruiting members. OF
|course, the Arian HNation., and tenight at 8:00 &'clock
over in LQ:;aine; the Arian Nation ig.having a public
rally for whites onlf; It will be out on Root’Road
tonight. They &re & -Very militant organization.

And, of céurse the #riar Brotherhood, which is their
other unit of the\ﬁfian Nations which is

headquartered in the penitentiary system here in

T -

Ohio. They ,got a lot of publicity in the. Lucagville
riots. The Arian Wation, the Black Muslim type
factions.

Thoze are primarily the groupl here in Ohio

-

‘that are ¥ery attive and can lead easily to vioclence

I
throughont our streetgs.

- ‘ %

I want te give you Bome recent numbers

feiv
1

the last 7 most the.following hate crimés were
1

-

L
.

ETS

i
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x

14

identified within éh;*State of. Ohio, primarily
through our news clipping service. In»Ghidr vie don’t
have an accurate mathod“of tracking hate c;imes and
I'il talk about that in:a little bit. But, within
the last 7 months we've had 2 murders, one bombing, 2
‘arsons, 14 incidents of assault, 14 documented cases
¢f vancdalism and 15 crosses burned in people’s yards
within the state. I think it’'s very imgogtant, from
our standpoint,., thit we recognize that the KEK,
Skinheads, the Neé—Nazis and the White Arian HNations
Lare trying to unite within Ohio and within the
‘country. They've also aligned themselves with such
programs as the DARE Program, rgising‘méney to fund
drug abuse in our schools. . They'll make’
contribuUtions openly. They've alsoc had a lot of
contact With anti-abortiocn groups. which follows
;their‘anti—abortion platform. One thing that's very
~importan@ within Ohio and within the ngtiop is they
.1ack the same, as some of the militdnt Black groupse
‘they do not have a very charismatic type leadership
 to unite them together, and thus they stay somewhat

ERd
factioned. If that éver occurs and they do have

somebody thaf takes charge of that group, the white

LY
- N
x
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P
- . .
|supremacists groups im gené&ral: ve're going to have a
lserkous prablem, mnot onlyghgre, but “throughout the
cgountry. When yeﬁ talk about 6hicr‘i think itis alsc
imgortant to remeémber fhat these éroups are very.
very mobile, We will see at Lallieé;}peoplg £rom .
Arkansas; Texass ﬁew Jersey, Alabama, Michigan.
Theg;ll come and go very freely. There's a rally
scmewhere in the country every weekend, and Klansmen
from Ohio; skinheads Lfriom Ohio‘will travél very

x

One of the basic premises of all the white

supremacy groups that we have atterided rallies ox -

obtained information on ig they all bélieve.stronaly

in stockpiling weaponsg and amunition. ,Andi’ the

lreason ig from this inevitable race war that will

s

veccur, they want to be prepared teo fight it and teo
win. Some o{.the recent KKK rallieﬁ‘wiil’be commentse. .
like they don't care.if a Skinhead is next to thém

firing a weapon and g Nazi is on the other side
P

| throwing 2 hand -grenade, ag long as in the end

they're altogether in viectory. In some in the

flyers, you’ll see the victory or death. the Arian

Hation's logo is that it's better to die on your feet

~*

J e “ »
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‘than live on your knees. And, this is what is being

|said in OChio. BRgain, 'vou'll hear some of that on the

lvideo.

. From the law enforcement standpoint, and I'm

S

|ig Cincinnati, I kidow you were privy to "Sseme of this,

most hate crimes are not neécessarily reportéd as hate
|ezimes. And; a lot of that has to do with the £irst
|officer on the scene. IL£ you have an assault, 4f

- ; .

x < by

you're the investigating officer and you dén’t ask

|the guestions, were there racial slurs made at the

time, what prompted this, it's a simple sssault.

'It's a case of vandalism, a hotitle being thrown

through the window, a, brick through the car, what

made that happen? Whidt caused that te happen? A lot

"

of times, they just go uhreported as a simple

‘agsault, as @« vandalism and on down the road. The 14

vandalisms that I spoke of earlier were all. swastikas

»
r

. A i * s ¢ :
‘painted on buildings. on vehicles, burnings of SS

symbols in peogié‘s vyardg, Eome very well documented.

|Criminal investigations are very difficult and wvery

v o

piecemeal, " One reascn, with all due E£SQGCt to the

% noag
fpt

Cémmission, is wé 'are prohiBited Ffrom obtaining
A & ,

5 , »

intelligence datd on pglitical and religious groups.

L3
¥

i
- pe
) # -
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|The KKE will tell yvou that théy're a political -

|faction only or & religious factiom only. The White
Arian Nation is purely a political platform. And, it

severely hinders our ability to gather amnd maintain

-

accurate intelligence as to what these groups are
,,:a;’ . " .
doing. It's very diffiecult, from a secial point, to

distinguish when a political aroup becomes a

¥

political activist group and then goes over and
becomes &ome type of a hate or supremacist group.
Fhat line is certainly not. set in stone by any

»

imagination. And we, as law enforcement. haveé done
it to ourselves, unfortunately, oveér the }eanga What
that results in, is law enforcement becoming reactive
as opposed to being proactive. In other words, why

don’t you investigate the homicide as cpposed to

14

having invéstigation and being able to stop it

| fortunately, ag w& did in Toledo before it actually
5 -
t % AL

happened.

k]
-

The KKK rallies, the Arian Nation rallies
| the Skinhead rallies drain our assets treméndously.

‘Thie KKK rallies that are coming ups we will have

< §¥

between 150 and 200 uniforgied cfficers onx Saturday

from 14 to 18 counties in full gear to protect the
2

~

K3

L

"
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citizens of those communities. And, what will result
out of that will be piobably sewveral misdemeanor

- ¥ x B - Py
arresits for discorderly conduct. £ailure te disperse.

! 5 - " - . l" - _" .Y e ] s
It's very time consuming, very cost draining

s »

mechanism on local communities.* Wer &8 law .\
enforcement, get battered with, you hear this in the

tape also, we protéct "the white supremacists 'group

and the white sgﬁ%emacist#ézoﬁps will éell“you.that «
ve protect minoritiesﬁ‘thaﬁ we don't pay enough
attention to them. The favorite saying is cops and

the Klan go band in hand. And, you'il hear that.:
chant in the tape begause in ‘every city FRK rally,

k N ks J; ‘o £ ™
you*ll se¢ a row of Klansmen and in front of them .

will be a hundred uniformed officers therée to protect
property and citizens in that community, as wéell as

their First Amendment rights. So, we're dnbheé both -

5y
*

| wWay.s.

. b33
¥ ki

Hate groupd are growing in gize. They're

4 ¥

actively, very actively recruiting. As &ou can_ see
3 . N T P . ) .
from the posters in; front of ,you, the number of

‘rallies. _It's bécoming.- Ohio itself is becoming the

leading state ‘inr membership numbérs across America. .

-

2 i

Enforcement tactics are very peor. and, when you

Yy

2t

*

- HALSELL & BALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL 1312) 23§-4984



ig
i1
12
i3
14
15
16
17

ig

4

o 125

interview victims of these grimes. it's amazing that
|in Ohio in:1993, y¥ou have people thatﬁliterallj'live

in terror to go ‘outside their neighborhdods, go

L4

cutside their houses because we permit these groups
te be active. £
I'd like to show a video, and I want to

apologize, first off, for this vides. Itjs mostly

|surveillance type footage shét by cameras and men,

{our officers in action. And, it kind of gets off to

la rough start. Itfs a liftle Fittery, it's nok a

quality production, by any stretch of the
imagination.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: That will just make it

more realistic, though, won't it?

+ “

MR. ALHAY: It's very realistie¢,

unfortunately. And:; "I'}1 just kind ©f talk over it.

7

We're going teo open up with the Ozxford rally

-

.y

in 18%0, vhich became very ¥iclent. Two Talawanda

»

High School students wore Klan robes to school and,
KEKEK robes, and they were swvspended. And. this is a

| rally that followed.
Do you know how mahy Klan

*

MR. WILSON:

‘members who are like this?

a¥
S

Y
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MR.. ALMAY: Robed Up, there were-17 im

-
v

rébhes, about andther--

MR. WILSON: 177
BR. ALMAY: Yes. . 2

- -T
This is the Stockton Qhiec., April 3rd of this

-

yvear, which was already 1400 protesters, four robed
Elansmen showeé ups We had about another 15 in

[

leivillian clothes in the crowd? :
This is the, K last rally that was helé in

'Galapolicek and Palmeroy County in June of 18%93. The

v
Y

man there in the suit Yétting his robe out in the

brown suig right thexe;mﬁhg clder gentleman is Virgil
‘Diiven, he's the Tead of Ehe Christian Enight faction

of the Klan from North Carclina. He was %h&icted in
1979 of opening fire at a KERK rally, resulting in the

death of 5 protesters. Youfll,see the Rian will

L3

carry these shields, ‘Yyou sée one there, that to
protect them from things that are Ehfowm‘iram the

This is in front of County Court steps in

&

We had szbout 30 klansmeén and

crowd.
1Galapolice, Qhio.

you'll see the crowd, it was not much of a protest

crowd that showed up. We arrested one man ocut of the

L4

crowd Eor carrying a 38 revolver in his pants.

»
X

.
.p'
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L}
MR. WILSON: Scme ¢f these klansmen people

are from ocutside.the state?

3

MR. ALMAY: The majority of them. Local

|Klansmen don’t like to appear locallys: -Fé have in

%

Chio, although it hasn't been used in some years,
there’s a. those aze“Nazis or from the §§ Acgtion
P

aroup out of Cincinpati.

CHATRNAM BATTLE; Out of Cincinnati?

H *

MR. ALMAY: Yes. Horvood, to be exact.

We have & 1law in Ohia, like I say, iE has
not been’used sincg éﬁe early '507s, th;t prohibits
the wearina of %%s%s.

This is hot in Hississippi in 1864,

unfortunately, but this i8 thb also. in June of 19893

There are appraximately'75 Klan members at
%%%ghriélg andzaﬁn;hér_lﬁ from the Klan'iaﬁthngzg;
group of childrén between the ages of to
14,
MS. ORTEGA: Where was tPislagain?
MR, ALMAY: Thig was in sbutégzn Ohio.
This is within the last 60 days. Now, the man vou're
.about tolheastpeak is Gayle Rauche from Lodine. He
-just got cEf of fe&erél probation fﬂr%weayans
, g
HALSELL & HALSELL REPOR%ERsf chicager i#‘ (312) 235-4984
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smuggling violations. He will not be in a robe.

‘He's prchihitedﬁﬁrEmJWEarihg klars” robes as part. of
i @ .

|his federal probation, which you'll ﬁeér him gpeak to

in a2 second. That's him in the background now. .

That is'Chic today.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. That's

Wi

wonderful.

MS. RODEMEYER: Very recent?

T
¥

BR. ALMAYS Yes, uniertunateifi very
recent. First time that T had ever heen-at one of

| those ceremonies. They'll have those on private

Fd

property. They can,wear their masks, they will have

-armed guards at %he»entrance wvay of the property.
'Theg‘ll search you for weapons. It's veryb

A
k

|Erightening.

MS. POWLESS: So, yoii're not allowed t6 go

on private property?

HS. ALMAY:e No, malams )

-

CHAIRMAN BATTLEy Other guesgtions, -committee
| members? 2 .

’ MR: ALMAY:; Yes, Siﬁ?

-CHAIRMAY BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal?

MR. LEVENTHAL: I have several guestions to

r (

-
El ‘b
-
8 LR oy
®
= A

E *
~ . .
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ask. Noit defending extremists in any way, bhut just
askinge. Coﬂl% an g%ﬁremists be fi;eéyfxqm their job.
when it's faénd out that they were a member of the
Bkinheads .or the KKK? Are they entitléd to egual
rights protedtion? S

W

,MR. ALMAY?: Yes, sir, they are. The

L i:

gentleman that®s the head of the Dixie Heights in

Belfrey, Chia, works for the City of Bélfrey.

Several members are city employees, counity employees.

%

MR. LEVENTHAL: S0, if they're‘fired. then,

they have a legitimate claim? v
'ke
k. ALMAY: They bave egual pretection.,
MR. LEVENTEAL: Nesxt question is, what is

<

the crime of, let's say, & swastika dabbing? Can a

pergon -g¢ to jail if théy paint a swastika on a !

Jewish institution or cduld a Rlansman go teo jail for
burning & CILOSS; let*s say, on & house next to a

*

b

Black Family? YR -

MR. BLMAY: Yes, sir.
MR, LEVENTHAL:; VWhat's the crime?
MR. ALHMAY: Each one is & sepdrate crime.

| Sometimes, unfortunately., thev're misdemeanor of the

i 4
third degree, misdemeanor of the secend degree, being

BALSELL & BALSELL REPORTERS. Chicaco, IL 1312) 236-4984
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vandalism, cress buifnings: We can talk about arsons

or if it gets too closé to the house, something is

¢ .

T
‘actually burned like a car, there are various 'crimes

LR

there. As you'te probably aware of the hate crime

‘1aw ip Qhio, is béc& hefqre'Ehe‘Sﬂpreme!Caurﬁ. It
was ruled@ unconstitutional. However with, I beiieve
|it was Minnesota's«law or Wisconsin.

HS. RGDE?MEYER : Wisconsin?

HR. ALMAf:a Our law 1is back for review and
| that will increase the level of penalty to one

‘degree: Surprisingly, we were talking abdut the mask

. . &) . - .
law in Chioc, & 1953 law that's a felony of the third
degree; which carries 5 to 10 years in the state

[
.

penitentiary. ] .
MS. 'POWLESS: What's the law? t

MR. ALMAY: ThHe law says that two or more

i &

people, while wearing white tTobeés, masks, or hoods

a

‘cannot conspire to commit a misdemeanor. And, it's

N

in the section on lyachiuvgs and talks about mobs.

it's a very,-the law -has not been .used to any of our

| knowledge in sometime, but @he penalty section is
‘extremely severs. <
M8. POWLESS: Why hasn't it beeén used? Is

o

Ll
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is it because we're noék enfofcing ix?

MR. ALMAY:

RS

k3 -

¥

.

TG try to enforce that law, we

>

have laws .aboiif inciting to riot and balancing that

e

jout against free gpeech is a very, very todgh issue

|to make. There wére n¢’ctimes committed in ‘that

video. §

MS. PRESLEY: I think what is amazing me is

the numbers,; the nambers afeg‘t that large that I'm

seeing. but yet théyvére-able to get a nupber of

veople whe are anti to rally. 8o I think -that's the
F34

impact they're makKing, is just to incite pedple

~

because they're not, when you look at the Klan, the
at the

number of Klansmen that yogﬁsaid vere

different rallies, I mean, that's neot a large number

-

of "individuals.

MR. ALMAY: . Mot at all, &nd, if you talk
to klansmen or know'much about how“théy oﬁerate the
rallieg are., they‘ﬁali menbgrship drives. 1‘The‘y

realize what's going to happen,tq.theﬁ'whé% they oet

up on those courthouse steps, but the Hext day
| they’1l be £icoded with calls of sympaéhiiersr people

wanting memPership. That's how they draw their
g L :
> ] N ot

%

»
-

|it bécause they're not wearing the masks and hooeds or
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stance there ig lock, we are very peaceful. Againg.

.

we hate nobody. We just love ocur race. The¥'ll go

Ithere, say their message and then end up looking like

very professional. They'll come in business suits
while all these thousands of hate nongers throw rocks
and bottles and batteries at them. trving to harm

them. They don't want to harm anybody. In those

$ .
¢ P

pictures. they're very polite, very prbﬁessidhal in

their appearance, v

¥
%

CHEAIRHMAN BPAYTLE: Ms. Rodemeyer, did you

LY

"

$ 2
have a guestion?

03

¥S. PRESLEY: Thev!re getting free

publicity?

in

MR+ ALMAY: It will be nationwide news

there, po doubt ahout it.

»

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Almay, if you could

‘perhaps venture a few suggestions that-you might have

o

as an individuals & citizen, what wonld vyou think

Nl

that the Commissioh would want to do With this

| information? What should we be doing with what

%

you've given us? o

LY

MR« ALMBY: ® This is & very difficdult area,
3 .

both from a lav enforcement standpoint and from my

N

%
-
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|personal knowledge., T can fell yoiu, in the 12 years

I've been in law enforcemént, I h&ve never, in my

life, been as scared, physically scared gs I have

been at that créss hurring. They prekch wviolence,

13

L 1 {,-N ¢
they preach hatred., and thev're véry seriou§ about

B

their message, A&nd, it.chills you tbi%h@ bore tc be
|standing in a field at lzzoﬁgﬂidni§ht;am£~w§tch that

happen and realize the seriocusnesdé of Those people

[
“«

and their intensity, their hatred. ; )

From a law euforcement standpeint. trying to

v

initiate investigation, gather intel¥igence, try to

stay one stép ahead of these ¢perations.is not

* * v
ak

permitted. We're Q@t alloved to maintain files of,
’ Yo

))5’43. »
membership files of who is whe in the ofganizations

4

|because they're political and religious groups. In

Tolédo, we're very fortunate we had an anenymonsly

4. &

létter come to us talking ebbut these people were

going to blow up a building. We were able Yo gather-
X e . B >

|evidence from -béyond that, from various sobreces that
\ N .

* &

it showed that they were, in fact, bhuilding bombs in

»

that residence, and they had a map.of the housing

projects, and we.were able to stop that. But, that's
: :; "eq‘ &

tcertainly the exaéﬁfi#n. As yon notice by kthe.
hed N .
“F w w

»

o x

&

-
* .
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numbers., you know, ¢ne.crbsg burned on an interracial

- e

couple’s yard in Uhic‘%ﬁ 1923 is insane. And, it's

E by

|just crazy to sit with pedple and listen to them ldve

|in teérrox. Seo, the answer to your question dis I

don't kriow, But we'd like to have the ability to

maEintain dintellitence to gather these documents and

be proactive in investigations as opposed to
reactive, gfter it's over.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: &6, you would want the

¥

tools to allow you te do your job?
MR. ALHAY: Yes. sir. Ak

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: And, right now, you feel
that you don't have those tools, First Amendment

i

‘rights notwithstanding?

MR. ALMAY: ¥esy sir. If we spend an hour

¢ 4

a month on white supremacists giehps, that’s a lot of

k]

' time for us,

CHALRMAN Bﬁéwazg The counter to that
guestion might be groups that would retaliate against
the white supremacists groups and the amount of time
‘that you spend ag an organization againsﬁgghose,

those that are baped onr religion or other races or

other philosophies, could you give us some feel Ffor
A :

-

& x
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what amount of time you spend on thoseys if any? Do

they exist, any organized resistance that reguires

|the intervention of 13w enforcement officials like

vours?

MR. ALMAY: We are aware, but it's strictly
from anonymous sources or third, fourth party
information of several very militaliéﬁi; cult groups
in Ohip. We have some chapters of Branch Davidians
in Ohic. We have 2@ compound in eastefn Qhiec that's

heavily fortified. It's a cult group out of New "

sSersey and out of Akron. We are aware of those

groups and we monitor them.

»

The allegations of welfare fraud, they'll
get welfare and then turn it over to the church and
live on the compeund, and that's hoWw the church funds

»

itself. You know, we'lre aware of some ¢of those

|activities of welfare frawd and those 'thinga. We
|track weapons and weapons violations, but there are a

number of groups, both Black, white, Arab. scme

Hispanic groups, especizlly in the Toledo area that

‘have the capabilities of being very militaristie in

. . ; .
their actions. And; we're -avare of them., but again,

that knowledge is certainly piecemeal at best,

i

o
i

]
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’ CHAIRKMAK BATTLE: Questians ¢f the £ .
~c0m§i£tee?
M8. ORTEGA: Yes. ~ : .
- CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Yes;,Ms, o}teéa? )

nS. ORTEGA: I didn’t get a chance to go

i

through this, but dg ybu have any of the recent .

flyers that were distributed in Toledo 'subsequent to

|that bombing, the plot that was aborted?

KR. ALMAY: No, ma’amn.
MS. ORTEGA: Because I think it¥s bekn two

weeks that a neighborhood was leafletted, and I vag
;curious if you were abie to ép any more fcllgw—up‘
with respect to that inéﬁéent? N

MR. ALMAY: Nné yat;4but I'm stre weill he
obtaining them, we've beén“monitoring a guy who was
invelved in the_shec;ing of the black‘;hiié.

LY

k!

MS. ORTEGA: That neighborhood where the

4

officer lived was leafletted by white supremacists?

oy

MR. ALMAY: That attracts the white

supremacist groups, part%cu}afly‘the Klan dn their
'activéties. The f£irst marche, I éaié‘twd high school
students wore Kla% tobes for Halloween, the school
suspended them. A5 z result ;f that, ended up with

P
B

P

4
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the Klan marching on the schogl. And,~tg;y do that
around the country .

MS. ORTEGA: ?You‘re still monitoring the
situation in Toledo?

MR, ALKHAY: . Loosely. 4

MS. RODEMEYER: Doés everybody report
leafleting to you? . .

MR. ALMAY: ¥o, ma‘am., nok by & ‘lobg
sttetch. We have oﬁé of the things that BCI does is
undercover narcokics investigations. So, éé have
undercover oEficers around Ohie and & 'lot of these
came off of phone pols here in Cleveland.:in cother
neighborhoods. The Steockton rally drew a tremendous

K

amount of posters in Cleveland.

Y

-
w

KS. RODEMEYER: They used mass lands and the

Mayor tried to say they eouldn't..

MR. ALMAY: That's right. Most
34

communities, when you go to there and show this
community the sidé it of Wilmington in Clintén

County, what's going to happen to that community on

L)

October 23rd in a small community is goinc to be

incriedible to leok at county commissioners and

¥

Sheriff's and pelice chiefs and try to ezplain to
1) < )

¢ l
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difficult jeb. .

jat
up
ap

‘them what's about to happen to them is a very ,

“

&
“

“

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Cther guestions from the

|Committee?  One £fimal question, then, Mr. Almay.

We've heard testimeny from a variety of people in the
T

-

law enforcement areha that would@ say that the level

|ef experience or training of law enforcement officers

in general is a little lacking in how to recognize,

much less reportey ané have the line cthuesticning
that would allow that’ponclusion to camé out. Will
you comment a little-bit about what you*yefseen from
yo;r experience and what.vou think might help to
improve the training, the overall trainina of law
énforcement officers to recognize what's haéﬁeninq?

MR. ALMAY: The attorney general police,
’policg offider's trainin¢ ceuncil in London receﬁtly
mandated cultural diversity training, 16 hour blccks
for 211 police officgrs in Ohic. You must get that
vto maintain your status as a certified officer.

HMs. ROEEME?ER: You mean upgrade?

MR. ALMAY: Yes, sirc. Bﬂ;, basic trainees
also have to take it sc everybody will have it. And,

culture diversity training is an importantly step in

“
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that. AaAnd, one OF éhe things that we're strongly

|looking at is the hate crimes reporting. We offer

+
{courses at the academy now on hate crimes and hate

crime reporting and the groups. but that emphagsis

needs to be irnc¢reased s¢ he can monitors these

2

activities a little closely. ” -
1 r

CEATRMAN BATTLEY# Crimes that were.committed

against the gay and lesbian community. can you

comment a little bit about perhaps the gglume and

vhere you're coing with that?

o

MR. ALMAY: Those crimes, you will see *

predominantly in the majeor urban areas because the

gay lesbian community., for example, in rural

* Lo o y R
southeastern Ohig is not as cohesive.and not as -

visible as it is, says, in Cincinnati or columbus or

4

here in Cleveland. And. those tend to be a lot more

randon acts of viclence. The typical, what we would

call gay bashing where you see a gay or leshian -
couple down the stpééty it's like.a target of
'dpportdnity typeférime. Somebody will throw
something or harass them. The Whiée supremag¢ists

groups preach stkongly. bbviquslyf“against gay and

lesbian lifestyles. And, those crimes tend to not be

3
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as organized as, sayr a ‘Gress burning. Although

|crosses have been burned Sn both gay and lesbian
property within the last year here in Ohio-

CHAIRMAK BRATTLE: Other gbeéestions? Thank
|yvou very much. Mr. Almay.-very enlightening
|presentation.

MR. ALMAY: I'm going to leave the tépe, so

|it's yours to de what you want.

-

CHATRHAN BATTLE: Thank yvou. We'll make it

a part of the record.

&

,Mr. Robinson?
Al P

MR. WILLIAM: I'm actually Joseph Williams

from the Urban League. Mr. Robinson was net able to

g

COme. : e " '

“ r

M

CHAIRMANKBRTEEE; Could you spell your fulI'
name, sir, for the reporter. sir?
JOSEPH:WILLEAMSP s
Joseph Williams, J-o—-s-eg-p~h, middle
initial T as ind Tyronne, last namée is
W—i-l-1l-i-a-m-S. .
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: And. you're the Deputy

Director? R

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm Vice President.

*

o

<

n
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CHAIRMAN BATPLE: Thank vou. .

MR. WILLIAMS: The habte crimes are not an

4

area at the Urban League where we feel like we have

any special area of expertise, When we were invited,

¥

ve received our invitgtibn last wveek, wé were a

little surprised; althouch we understand wé are an

poy

organization that's very much concerned about a host

u

of issuss that concern African Americans, other

minerity issuves. So, we'reé thankful for the
oppeortunity to-tegbify. ‘And, we'd just like to make
a béief statemenfz

First of all, we commend ;the Commission on
Civil Rights for holding these hearings pn‘;aﬁe
|erimes in Ohio. Clearly, as many beople have stated
thfoughout the day: hate cgimes continue to dffect
‘A£ric§nnﬁm6riCans ang other minerity individuals in
Cileveland: iq?greétexVC%EVeiané and the €ity of Chio.
{And we, finally, simply appé;éiate the CPpor%unity
to, you know, come before the CommisSion:

Phat*s the end of owr skatements

CHAIRHMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Are there

|gquestions for Mr., Williams?

Let me ask one, genegrally., about the, about

(K]
s
Pl

»

W
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{hate ecrimes and how it might involve the Urban League

in its mission. The Urban League has a lofivg historys
H

arid I know that in housing, in housing
|discrimination. We've heard testimony. beth in
Cincinnati %nﬁ here in Cleveland, so far, about the
isdues of individuals beihg deprived of wheére they
want to live because of their race or their }éiigion
and sufferinge be%ng victimized with cross bﬁéniggs
and other kinds of things. I think you were here as
Mr. Almay was talking about that. Does the Urban
Leaque, in it's Charter or plans, have any way of
 beginninq to address that in the community? Have you
been approached for any help bymindividuals Qr

= wé

groups?
MR. WILLIAKS: Well, we have, and thankful
‘for the question. We have a ‘housing staff pézson" |
who, most of her time is spent,WQrking*withM
in&ividuals with problems around affordability or
'being kicked out of thgir homes and so forth. But,
:we do get calls from time to time from individuals
lwhe do feel that they have been discriminated against
with respeci to éheir housing. And, we usually pass

LY

it on to HUD or other, you know. federal agencies

<

3
5 k ~ r
»
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|that have jurisdiction over those issue. I might .

»* Iy

|add, in my current residence, my wife, and’I had .
problems with the people whe live across the street

from us, who made it glear to our real estate agent

x Iy

that .she, you know, &id mnet think iﬁ'wagﬁapgfopziate
that we should live in our house. And;*foqtunaiely.
we did, vou know, report it fe¢ HUD and, who did not

'£ind that there was a pfebiem. But, I livé in the
VCity of Cleveland Heighﬁsj which is qeﬁtiﬂguﬁﬁs o

a

 C1evelandr ané qur Housing Advisory Committee did =~

koS

Jor

f£ind that there was probable cause, ahnd it's being

e

pursued with the local  real estate ligensing

organization in the ‘greater Cleveland area. 8o, T

|can unfortunately say from pebsonal expsrience that
« | ‘% i s
the issue of housing discrimination. does centinue to

v 1
be an issue, even in a wery progressive community
(A i,

Yo ox

that weé Iive in. \ ) ,
. e - A
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Are there fuestiéns for

o #
HMr. Williams? Thank you very much. ‘sir. &ppreciate

o -+ . e o
you being hére with us. . :

kS

CHAIRMAW BATTLE: We. have, on our, schedule;

*

| Pauline Tarver from the NAACP. HAnd; we've hag a

cancellation from Rev. Matthews. So. until MsS.

b

% o 1

LY
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Tarver shows. we areﬁfree. -

{WHEREUDROW, & short recess was taken.)
FR. MAMERICK: Peter this is an ADL tape on

"|the training of police officers in recognizing hate

"

crimes dropped off by itr. ‘Bavren this. morening.
(WHEREUPON, a videotape waé played.)

CHAIRMAK BATTLE: Hello. Good afiernoon. °

If you ecould give us your first name and last pame

.
£

and spell them, for the reporter, please, and your

address? . : :

& Y
4

v
MR. RUYHNA: My namé is Juan,; J-u—d=n:

|R-ti~y~n-a. By address ig 4201 Howlett Avenue,

Cleveland, 44113.

¥

JUAN RUYNA (

I'm a representative with the National

|Coalition against Racism in Sports and the Media.

b

And also on the Advisory Board with Beb. Our

Committee and former Chairperson of Lake Erie Native

American Council:
Qver the last twe years of sO, we have been

trying to negotiate with 'the Cleveland, Indians

-
d

Baseball Team to remove “Chief .Hahoo and the name

Indians from thelr 'team bedaunse we see that it

P ~

32

S

-

3 «
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. 3 “
promotes racism, it promotes racist gterectypindg. Itﬂ
promotes an imgge to the greater popﬁléticn that is
/ 3 # - ..,“ o< ) '
none Indian to make us logk like sométhing that we're

s
1

o o S - . -i o k | .’.. /‘v, .
|nots &nd, frankly. we think that we'reé tired of
|people coming np calling,ws Chief, going with war

whoops and all kind 6f §illy stuff like that. And,

ve think that while we know that it is because of the

Py

images that people use .of opr people té expleit us,

really, because I guess they find these legos Eo be
- 3 WEE . S
|very marketable.~ Neot only are they &iploiting us,

but.they are also creating a false reality for the
* - i'@
cutside communities. 8So. we are demanding to put a

stop t& this. This is not a local issuwe, we're not,

L

| Indians bageball ézé%ni%atiqn oF Rieggxd Eacﬁbsﬁ

himself, but this isaé national effort t?gkis.going
|on. B&nd, at this dabej‘ﬁhkr; are man§ colleges and
|high schoels that Have alrezsdy takeg‘ghé ihitiative

to change their names and £o6 zeplace them wWith

]
*

‘something else more appfopriate. "HgE toc léng ago;

X
- L)

the attorney general of.Wisconsin tuled %hat high

schocls and college teams could not use these logos

because it promoted discrimination and, therefore,

# ¥ E]

Y

‘there’s nothing personal against the Cleveland «

»

t
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they're not allowed to be used in Wiscondgin anymore.

o
L

Minnespta has taken a simila? stance. The big 10
|eeliege teams will: not, play &ny other baseball bteam
that has -— college tegﬁ ghat has logds of these

|types. 8o, this ig the sgtance that we're taking.
And, we have approached the Cleveland Indians and we

have negetiated with them, but abt this date, they
have refused to ackhowledge or to change.. But, 'We’re

continuing our efforts, we're not going to stop.

n

Again, because this is not a local issue, it's a -

lnational issue. )

* H

EHAIRMANuEhTTﬁQ: Questions for Hr. Ruyna?

HR. WILSOMN: Could I just ask one guestion?
a!

CHATRMAN BATTLE: Yes, Dr. Wilson? ’
MR. WILSON: De you find Zhat the HFative
4
Amperican comminity is unanimous in it® objections teo

baseball aha Baseéball teams calling itself the

|Indians or is this a part of the Mative American

community that find that offensive? a )
MR. RUYNA:; Well, I don't think any group

|of pecple is ever ‘unanimous. Thgr&’s always going to
‘ . -
be some people., for whatever reasons, that will see

another aspect of it. Gr, there'g varving reasons

-
o

(3
>

-

-
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for that. But, here, c¢r in this area, certalnly a

large amount of the gommunity itegelf has taken, bhas

¥

|said that they want that removed. When they go to

the schools, I think the biggest problem with thig is

x “t

not only with. thé baszeball tezms, the f£ilms and
* |everything, is that. yod know. it's hard to expldin,

but I'm a Sun Dancer; -and I don't know if anybody

-

‘understands what that is, but it's a solosist ritual

{that takes place in wkigh,ﬁdu sacrifice yourself fer
‘ \ X

the people. You go four days and fowr nights witbouﬁh

food or water. And; some people think it's very -

strenuous #nd it is. But when it's over, there’s a .

| feeling inside yn@athag really makes you feel gocd:

you knpwi And, if somebddy was to lay dewn a million

<&

dellars or a billign dolliarg., you couldn't-buy that
feeling: yot know, beécause vou really feel ggod. At
the same time, wher yeh see films and when you see

somebody like Chief Walico, there’s a feeling inside
. .

} ry )

| that doesn’t make you feel very geod; you know,

L

‘if somebody says well, T*1l pay vou in order to do
' ) F

And,

away with that feeling. there is no amount of money

'that can do %waﬁ with thﬁt.
So, ¢ne of the problems that we've had,

y -
2 ‘

ot

* 5
v

. pn
~ N -
3 - £
K}
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especially with our children, is cne of low self

o - 4
*

iesteem. And, that low self esteem comes from vieéing
\countless ef films where you're always the igsex,
|voutre aliways the bad guy. You have somebody ilike
Chief Wahoo throucghout the higtory where he comes out
'dancinq or does different things. and, it's”
cutrageous, I mean. It doesn't even equate anywhere
‘near'to what we néaily are *as a people. And, it's
not even used for the bepefit of our pegple. TIt's
used for the benefit of somebody else. And, people
are just ezploiting us. So, I think the biggest
preblem is., is, the bigoést gain that we're going to
have"in removing this,wis that it wil;<give the
children & sense of their own self reséect and
|dignity where people will be able td loock at them in
lanether way rathér than throuch the stercotype.
’ MR. WILSOHN: Thank you, well said.

CHATRMAN BAETLE:‘ Hs. Oréeggﬁ‘

MS. ORTEGA: Mr. Ruyna, what kind of support

¥
[

[d6 you 'get from the Latino cgmmunity or the African
American community, I don’t know, maybe you haven't
"leven asked‘¥9r guppert or what kind of -=-—

MR. RUYNA: Wellys we have approached

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicagor, FL (312) 236-4984
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Gifferent African coémmunitigs, there are different
1y <
) T2

groups that are supperting us. At this.point: I‘ve

heard that Ben Chavis at-ithe national level is'going
‘ g :

to come out against the stereotyping againsf Chief
Wahoo and the Cleveland Indians. It hasn't been

technically put forth vét. but there’s a rggolution

.that's geing to be gcmihgugﬁ% in thé ;ﬁ%u:e-' At the

local level, the ﬂAéCPz wé have met ;ith different

repregentatives and“ﬁe'Will be meeting Wigﬁ them next
y - “

- b wp

|week, too, to bring this issue. With the Hispanic

cultures we had a meeting at San Lerenzo Club that

»

Lthey have on Clark Avenve pnot toc long ads, we

brought put thé issue and there's also a culture club

at the ¥YMCA, and we brought the issue forth to them.

+

'2nd, they said that they'll bring it te their board
members and they'll bring owy resdlution, however
A : i %

- < . Y
‘they ‘decide with it. So, we've beén working with
. 4
diffegrent parts of the comiunity in this. We also
have the sppport of the Interchurch Council, the

o

! 3. - kS
| Catholic Diocese, I think the Catholic Diocese were

e

'supposed to bring out & resclution this weekend. So.

¥
~

'you knov, we've been working with the' differvent parts

P UV
of rthe communiity.
% 4
e > "; r.f\

P

.HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-2984




14

15

16

22

23

CEAIRMAE BATTLE: Yesr Kr. Leventhal?

MR. LEVENTHAL: If I could say a few thinds-

Being from Cleveland. mbst ©f these people on the

iCommigsion are not frok €leveland, but Chief Wahco teo

home he'§ been alluding is a Iogo that the Indians

use of a Native Amerfican with a big heok nose; to

s
R

|begin with, and grinning teeth, sort of a

supercillious smile, which doesn't look good: 1I'R

sure if they had & regular native American or .
‘ A

«

.|somethinc, I don't thiﬁk\there would be the

|ebjection. The Atlanta Braves, as you know, during

the last World Serieg, the crowd gets all excited

«

with that chop, that wir chop like go kill thems go

|kill them, that chop. 2An&, 40,000 people

¥

simultaneously are.chopping their hands like that.

I'm sure this gentleman or other Mative Americans

would neot mind if they portrayed Native Americ¢ans the

vway they were or are -today or in the past. But, with
these negative stereotypes that he's taiking about,

that creatés a bad image for not only what happened
in the past, but for thig man, his family, and his
children, and other Wative Americans today. So. I

certainly can sée your peoint.

fod

H

-
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On the cother hand, though: amnd, I'm mnot
arguing for the Cleveland Indians. let‘s#sayitﬁé
Washington Redskins, the Kansas City Chiefs have

K b A "

built up a nicknime for-their teams. Apnd, it would
be hard to dissuade them from using that same hame.

Tn other words. if it works for the Indians, it woulgd

‘have to work all tﬁéhwa§>khrpughout the country with
ithe Washington Redskins, RKansas City Chiefs. Are

there any other supporting teams that unse?
MR. RUYNA: Atlanta Braves. .

HMR. LEVENTBAL: So. you'd have t¢ conguer

them all, and it‘g aihighty tagk, I personally wish

your, luck, but it's a_tough thing?
MR. RUYNE: Well, it's a tough thing and

'it's a mighty task. but again, it's a matter of, T
» 4 4 g : “«
stated if as being a tough task.

LY

think, the way you
It also makes it ahyidh§'hqw,that digciimination is -
directly pointed at us and nobody else, you know,

‘because if these peoaple, if they, %he-oﬁ‘%he things
-they tall us qpnsgantly‘iﬁ they're honeting us, that
‘we should %e thankful thatlfhey;re gi%inq&ﬂs an

 honor. égllg We s;; that weé give that g%ﬁéf back to

them; and mavbe since there's a larger Jewish

[
.

®

>

K]
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community fiere than Native B@erican communitv. Haybe
it should be the Cleveland Jews, you know. And, in
that regards, no othexr group will stand for this kind
of nonsense. 2and, wé're the only ones that, where
people ailowea this to happen. And, we say that
noensense has to stop.

CHAIRIAN BATTLE; Other guestions for Mr.
{Ruyna? : ;

QHAIRHQN BATTLEs ° Thank youuﬁery much, sir?

MR. RUYNA: Thank vou for your time.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you for adding to
our record.

HMr. Wiley?
" REN WILEY

Good aftegnoqn. Before I go into my—-I

might address something that Mr. Ruvna was addressing

K

also, for just a second. Az a represeitative of the

Hispanic community here in Cleveland--I need to

introduce myself and spell things and all that first.
CEAIRMAN BATTLE: We have you, for the

‘record. but that would be gaéél

_ HR. WILEY: ﬁ% name is Kenneth Wiley,

Twii—l—e~y+ I*'m the ExecutiVve Director.of the Hispanic

n

-
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community -forum here in-Cleveland Ohio. I hope ycu

can hear me. I'm losing it. It started with my mind
and it's working its wéy down.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Use the microphone to help
you, don't strain. ol
HR. WILEY: Part of what I'm geing.to
discuss pertaining to the Hispanic copmunity, and the

¢

wvanteéd to address a

-

issue we're addredging today, T
.moment and join with Mr. Ruyna in expressing concern
and dismay that the Cleveland Indians and gther teams
:centinue to use; especially'ﬁerogatp@y negative
\stereotypigal@characatﬂﬁbs of Native BAmericans.
There ¥Was a meeting here, I think it was a little .
over a year zcao in this. maybe even in this reom at
vhich I spoke United Church of Christ and some others
'sponsored a meeting in which a number of us =poke for
a bit about this. And. it’s“interaséfng because
we're going to be revisiting this issue in our Board
in the September and October meetings. And, I hope
come up with a statement and a letter gupporting the
'
Hative American community and their efforts to have

Vthe Cleveland ﬁﬁseball Club remove Chief Wahco as its

symbel anhd loge. I remesiber when ~I speke, that I

LS
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made reference to Aunt Jemima, the Fritoc Bandito and

[ES 'y

[how negatively thoser charscatures portrayed other
‘:acial cultural ethnigc groups in this country. And,
|there have been otheks with the Hispanic community as
well. T have to look at this for a second,; but Arrid

decdorant once had &pcharaGﬁer named Bandito and

their line on that produoct was; "If it works for him.
it will work for you." Liggit Myers, I don’t know the
‘lproduct, had a character called Pace who never

"finishes anvthing®.

-

¥

As the Hispanic community and the African

American‘conmmuriity worked so diligently to have those

13

negative stereotypic charactures and representations
of their pecople renoved from those product from the
(alrvaves, and I think it*s only fittine and proper

that we join the American Indian, Hative American

population and supporting their effort® to have such
negative charactures and représentations of them

before the public. I just wanted te say that before

Juan had to leave. And, we'll be doing sohe work on

A

it{- I the- : “+

WNow, if I may, we appreciate this
4

w3

oprortunity to’come befofe you today to speak with

&

»

e
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you a bit. We believe that Hispanics in Ohio, as

|lwell as across the United States, are both an

invisible and for@etten minority. Toc often not

included in the.digcussions and debates on policies

and implementation of programs and enforcément of

T

laws, but alse a populatiop that ddées not report

discrimination or hate crimes to the extent other

&

|populations may. That discrimination and hate crimes

-

are directeﬁ‘at Hisganics is not in question. They ' °
‘most certainly are and have been. The national ¥
 cbunsel of LA RASA, and I'm going to go &ver some
£igures and facts., you.knag, in éhi@z We mav well be
probably the most diverse Hispanic state, certainly

‘among the midwest, if .not among all the states.

There is no single Hispanic nationality or sub group

144

|that*s a maﬁority of the Hispanic populgtion in the

@

|state. Itfs, I believe, it's the.%th or 10th iargest

staté in terms of Puerte Rican propulation. But, the
Puertoe Rican population in the state is not as great
as the Mexican American population in the state.

‘And, if vou look at ‘other states in the midwes=t, not

to mention southwest, 'wég:t cozst and the east coast:

where there are predominance of Mexican Americans or

»
1

2
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Cuban Americans or Puertg¢ Ricans, Ohio is very

broadly Hispanic. So, much of what I'm doing to say

1

is going to refer to Hispahies generally. not so fuuch

x

|fo Puertc Ricans or to Megxican 2Zmericans. But, there

‘l

will be scme specific reference o those two groups.

Y

The Mational Council of T.A RASA, which is a national

&

Hispanic advocacy policy research beody, reports that

sone scholars estimate “that ‘more Mexicdn Americans

lwere lynched in the United States between 1850 and

-

1830 than Blacks in the south during thé same period.

During the 1930%s and 1950's, many Hexicdan Americans

Y
-~

who were U.S. citizens and legal residents were

frepatriated® to Mexico without due process.

Puerte Ricans areborn U.S. Citizens. Yet,
because of sirname and langquage, they aife presumed %o

be "illegal aliens®™ until they can prove their

citizenship. A member of my own board is a Puerto

Rican, raised in greater Cleveland,; educated in local

o

schoolss and was asked a proof of citizenship when he

“ "
~ 3

went to vote, although.he was alreddy a registered
voter and already on thé voter rolls.
E

A couple here in Cleveland recently traveled

te Puerto Rico and was toeld before they left by the

»

¢
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|eirlines to take their passports with them so éﬁey
would be sure to be readmitted to the United Skates.
She was born and reised in Cleveland. He wag raised
in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. Puerto Rican miérant
workers and Hexican wmigrant workers whe have settled
‘an& lived in & county around Geneva, Chlo, it may be
Astrabula Céﬁﬁﬁy, east of Cuyashoga County. "found .
their children iselated from others in schocl and
placed in rooms where they were given colering books
‘and crayons because thée.school district did not know
lwhat to do with them, and made no effort to contact
state or other districus.to £ind out how best to
geliver education to those éhilézen,wi%h limiéed or

ine English speaking skills. ‘

In ancther case, a member ¢ our own local

Hispanic Community was assisting thogse families in
their cause, was follewed after leaving a meeting in
‘that community by the police and pulled over #nd

‘taken inte police headguarters becauge, from their

-

car a few hundred feet behind his car, they thought
he looked like scmeornie they wé;e seeking.

In a 1950 study, the National ép%nian
ReSearch Center reported that when asked to ‘state

3

¢
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|their opinions and perceptions about & major, U:S.

culture groups. ﬁsiné such characteristics as wealth.
work ethic, dépendency, viclence, intelligénce and
‘patrictism, people rated Hispanics last or néxt to
rlast in those 6 q§gegories. Bvery gispanic sub group

has he&ard terms such as lazy, ignorant., Qgreasers,

sneaky, undependable and other characterizations used
by okhers to describe them. Such stereoctyping,

Y

|1eading to prejtdipe based& oh those stereotypes, are

2

the factors leading to discrimination and patterns of

' 5
exclusion, and in probably more cases than we know,

L

violence directed toward Hisgpanics. ) Foo
Again, that this qccurs i not in’Questioni
However, Hispanics do not., as a rule, seek redress.
‘They do not file ccmplalnus when they enccunter
|employment dlscrlmlnatlonr education digcrimination,
housing discrimination 6r some crimes againgt them.
One reascon is that Hispanicht do not believe
they are eguitably treated by aqencieshchargeﬁ with
enforcement of ¢ivil rights and hate cpimeé laws.
|There’s some evidence to supp;rt this belief. 1In an
EEOC study called the 1983 Hispanic Chéxgef an EEOC
task force fgynd unanimously that éhe EEQCC was not

-’ ¥

ch

s It

bt
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serving Hispanics equitably. This started the

increase of the percent of Hispanics in the U.&.

|tabor force and the decrease in the percent of

2

Hispanic cases in their caseload.
Further, the tesk forece found that the EECC
was nine time& more likelw to recover bhack pay £for

Black parties filing charges than for Hispanic

parties. The EE0OC also closed administratively more

Hispanic cases ¥itheout remedy than any other group.

In those cases where Hispanic charges went to
! I

|litigation, Hispanic cases recgived significantly

less pursuit than with anywbther group. &and, I

«

recall the numbers ip 1588 for AIDS discrimigatiohg I

think the average was something like $32,000. For

£

Hispanics; it was something over $6,000 per suit. In

1589 it kind of leveled out for every other group

B T
except the Hispanics, anywhere From $18.,000 to

$15,000., -Hispanics, $4500, roughly, per lawsuit ’

| settled.

In the hearings of the EECQ tasks force in

1983, the task force found & "profcund mistrust

4

within the Hispanic¢ comminity.® The Haticonal Council

of ORASA, ip follow—-up studied from 1983 to 1950

<
X
¥

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984




Fuoa

10
11

12

13

14

18
€h

»

determined that the EEOC's record after 1383 did not
“ ﬁmprove. In fact, as the percentage of Higpaniés
increaséd in the labor force in the United States.
|still the percentage of cases in the EEOC caseload

deciined.

in an Urban Institute study in 1886, it wag
reported that. and they uséd @ hiring audit for ’
|Blacks and Hispanics, Hispanics faced higher levels
of diserimination at the hiring stage than did ~
|Blacks« Such disgrimination against anyone is
 int0lerab1er but we cite this study here to
underscore thé plight of Hispanics. We believe the
mistrust and extent of the Hispanic community extends
beyend BEOC to gil gavérnmental institukions and
|agencies generally. The feelings of
disenfranchisement go beybnd the rote’tn the feeling
that the government does not zeprésen%hﬁhe Hispanic

community's interests. Hence, the tendency to not

- |report or to purspe’ discrimination or hate

complaints. We doubt you will finéﬂmany reported
cases within the 'City of Cleveland or the State of
‘Ohia, either through the City's Community Relations

Board ¢r Police Department or State Civil Rights “

1

<
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Commission or law enfgorcement agencies or even the
|Commission or Spanish Speaking Affalrs. We are.
curselives aégut to Qnﬂeré;ke a, study in the Hispanic
community. an issue and heeds survey «in which we will
be asking Hispanics if they have received
discrimination .0r hate crime. &and if sd6, whalt gourse
of action they pursued.. %ight now, our hypothesis is
| that the&ill report that they have haéﬂs;dn negative
experiences, but that they took no action. We
‘believe that Hispanics are very much left“out of the
|system, and that the system does not respénd te them.
And, that there i& & need for a signifieant increase
in thk t%ge:gn& level of community eaucatiOnﬁaS'to
‘what the rights ;re; what you can do to redress ‘ 
fgrievances,.gursue complaints. Andg p%sidélly, it‘s“
;language some of its culkture in relaﬁiﬁnship*to
insﬁitutipns. B&t, by and large, ;t‘g going tu be
|incumbent upon Us and upon those agencies charged ;-
fwith enforcement and informing people of what their
rights and what their courses of reédress mWight be te.

s

. reach out.
The cgmmuniﬁy, at this point. does not think
‘there is anything there for them.

-

i

W

*
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Thank yous« u
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Wiley.
Questions from the committee? Ms. Ortega?

MS. ORTEGA: #r. Wiley, do you have any, can

you gauge or &o you have any idea how the NAFTA, The

North American Freeé Trade Agreement, is affecting

-

Latino communities.®r Latinos in their Cleveland

A

‘compmunity or -- *

1 MR. WILEY: The:Community has nd"tﬁal clear
¥ 5

opinion on that. It would ténd to depend on whether

they're workingr perhaps. Generally, I think people
1

think it's & good idea and it. and they would be in

favor of it. Thevy think, at least the people I'vae .

spoken to in the cémmunﬁtyr believe that the

Caribbean, the Mexice and hopefully central America

should be part of an eccnomic comqunity, if you will,

not quite with capital E and capital C like in

Europer but much more Eree trade, free exchange of

goods services than we have had. They feel very much
that their countries have not benefited by their

prozimity to the economic power and wealth of this

country, and that they have been just excluded and

overlecked as the wiews tended to lcok toward Europe

hH%LSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312} 236-4%84
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lan@ Asian markets and not 5o much &6 thée sovth. I

h-—'

¥

¥

|think there will be sigpnificant support for it.

&

‘ CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Other questions? Just-a

shart time -ago, there was & new law put on the Pbooks
@ "

aiving the INS some.authority that they didn't have

beﬁere. And, it involved the use of I—9'§n£3;
identification purposes. ﬁ%‘s been rapOrteg in é iot
of different areas that the use of this I-9 as an
additional level of identification that's beéq»
required for proof of citizenship has had & -

disproportionate affect on Higpanicsy particularly in

employment. > Do you have, any comments about that? Do

you have an§ feelings particularly about that?

MR. WILEY: The sense I'm getting from the

|community is very much that they've comeé intc a

*

society in which they may wellﬂbe asked to &how their

. . . ‘ .
paperg, kind of reminiséent of scme of the movies vou

o« =

night see on tv With regard to World War II or pre

|World War II. Where are your papers? Whiére are your

documents %o et you pgéa from one place to another?
I don't think they sgé it stopping at thé york place.
The one example was =zt the voting booth. Another
Texample is it goes. take your papers so you can go to

¥
x

w .
* y R ¥

-
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Puerto Rico and get back intoc the states, though you

-
+

never left the statés to get back in. It's —- even
thouch some of the. ff§m~ﬁhe Simpson Mazole and the
other legislation, the burden was suppesed to be on
:the empleyer-. Actually., the burden comes back tec the
employee. The employee must proof citizenship. HNo
one hag& to go out and prove that they'‘re neot a
citizen. -The employee has ta prove citizenship. If
he can’t prove that, he's out and it's not a matter

¢f the emplover or someone else seeking documentation

to prove that theyire not a citizen. And, I think

that's especially adversely affeckts them, leaves a
terrible impxessién on the Puerto Ricans who were
citizens or Mexican Americans who were citizens ot
ctherwise legally dgcumented here.

We also don't like words, %illegal azliens®.

We tend to think we're the only ones in the wgrld

|that use that. Undocumented or résidents is probably

preferable.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: The record for -these

n

proceedings will be cloged on the 13th of September.

»

You have mentioned that you planned ito do & survey on

|isswes and“needs goon. Is there any possibility that

-
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‘the results of that survey will be done by thiat time?
MR. WILEY: Nbt likely. We*re going to

probably not be .able to start it much before the lst

of BSeptember. agd we®re ta¥getting about 400°

'Hispanics, Hispanic households on a random sanmple.
Y }ﬂ
And, it's going to take us awhile to do that.

35

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Even though the record
will be closed,r I think that it will be-useful to

The Committee as We continue to grapple with some

selutions to this issue, and even the definition. As

'you mentioned, there's just been a derth of

*®

information available ta us se far on Hispanic

participation in identification of hate crimes,

13
-

whether it's because Hispanics don™t report it or

- & 1
"

feel intimidated oxr whatever. So, I think that

hearing yvou say.that there is to be this svrvey in

the Hispanic’ community will give us more information,

than we think we®re going to be able to develop when
¥
we get. back?

MR. WILEY: I'11 be very happy to forward

L

|it to youn. - L ! .;
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Good. .Other gnestions feor
Hr. Wiley? Thank you very much, sir.

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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MR. WILEY: Thank you very mich, appreciate
your ¥Tinme.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Hr. Velasguez, ahd he's -

LY

not- going to be here?
Okay. We'll wait for Mr. Velasquez. then

"lwe'll go into ou¥ public session. There may be those
b
whe haven't attended, who found themselves maybe

waliting until, 3:30, since’ that’s the announced time

t

fbg the public séss&ﬁn; g0 we'll certainly give the

5

‘publié a chance‘té~ge£‘heze.
{WHEREUPON, & brief recess Wasatakenj) Y
CH&iﬁﬁAﬂ EA@TLE: We are in Qp&n'EESSionm
And. seeing no members of the public in the addience,
iwe will adjoufﬁ.'bxf‘thefeia no objection from the
Committeer, we stand adisurned un£11 tOWMOr LOW morning
at 9:00 o'clock. ‘
| QWEEREU@dﬂlgthe meeting was adjourned

-

at 3:3& pamuv)

L

B -

L

4
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CEREIFICATIOH

&

f

%
13

I, VERNETTA BALSELL, A Certified Shorthand
‘Reporter doing business in the STate of Illinois,
certify that I reported in shorthand the testimony
taken in the abavé;entitled matter, and thgt this is
a true and accurate transcription of my shorthand

4

notes sc taken as aforesaid.

i

{ <

NOTARY PUBLIC, COOK COUNTY, IL

3
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|Chairman™0f the Ohio Advisdry Committee, commencing
on' the 19th day of Auncusit, A.D.r 1983 at the Holiday
Inn Lakeside City Centery 1111 Lakeside Avenves

Cleveland, Ohio, ccmmeﬁcing at 9:30 a.m.

]

BEFORE THE -
. UNITED STATES COMMISSION s
On . N
CIVIL RIGHETS p
______ ‘____,/__,___________,h__,_,_____,:______,,_______/*
IN THE MATTER OF: 7
vACTElNDivG HEETING BEFORE /
THE U.S5. COMMISSION ON CIVIL /
RIGHTS O HATE CRIME ACPIVITY /
IH OHIO /
e e e i i e e e e ~/
REPQORT arv PROCEEDINGS taken in the
above-entztlee mattar before Hr. Lvnwaod Batﬁ1e, .

¥
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7 HS. VIRGINIA ORTEGA
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GéAIRHAN BATTLE: The meeting of the Ohio
|Advisory Comnittee te thé U.S. Commis$ian on Civil
Rights shall comedto order: And, fo:rﬁhé benefit of
|those in the audignce, I'1li }ntreduﬁg myself and ny
|colleagues. My name ig Lynwodd Battle, and I'm the
Chairperson of the Advisory Committee. The other

members of the committee whe are with me this morning
i " ~
are *from my right, Sally Powless. Roberta Presley,

Fl

Barbara Rodemeyer, Fay Leventhal:will be joining us

w a

momentarilys Virginia Ortega and Bradford Wilson.
< ; : .

We're here to conduct a factfinding meeting
for the purpose of gatﬁering information on hate
crime in Chio. Theé jugisﬂicticn ¢f the Commisgsioh
lincludes discriminatiqﬁ or denial of ‘egual protection
of %khe laws;becahse of race, <¢olor; IEIigiéﬁg sex;
age, disability or na%i@nal origin. , Information

which relates to the topic af tﬁe fgrnm‘%illwbe

“especially helpful te the advisory committee.

Ee

i, . w . . €
The proceédinasabf this meeting are being
{recorded by Vernetta Halsell, a public stenographer,

‘and will be sent to the Commigsion for its advice and

|consideration. Infeimation provided may also be used

by the advisory committee t¢ plan future activities.

- - 3 -
s

»

&

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 2356-4584

1



ks

=

(511

¢ . 172

s

[ - .
&
"

5 w
At the ouytset, I want to remind everycne

v

present of .the aroundrules. This ig a public meeting

o

&

open to the media and the general pablic. But, we do
have a full schedule -of .people who will be making

presentaticns within the limited time we have
|available. The tiﬁe alotbted for each presenktation
|accordingly musg be stf%gtlykaﬁhered to. Thié will
include a presentation by each. participant, £ollowed
by questions from committee members. To aécommodate
'persons who haVe=nct’pe$n invited, bnt wish te make

statéments we have sgheduled an oper session today at.

|z:30. Anyéneﬂwishiﬁg to make a statement during that
period should contact Peter Minarik for schedulinag.
|¥Written statements may be submitted to committee
‘members or staff here today or by mail to the U.S.

|Commission on Civil Rights, 55 West Honrog, Suite

\

410, Cliicage, Illincis. The record of this meeting

will close o©on September 13th, 1993. :

' Though some of the statements made today may

¥

be controversial, we want to ensure that all ipvited
s " s

X

, PR
guests do net defame oxr degrade any person or -
T

‘organization. In order to ensure that all aspects of

the issue are presented, knowledgeable persons with a

>

g

ah . &

T
¥ =

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-49%8%



1w

10
11
iz
13

14

16

17

19

20

21

23

1435

|our staff during the meéting so that we can provide a

statements.

. ¥
EN
¥ s

wide variety of experience and viewpoints have been

invited to share information with us. Any persomn ©Or

|any organiZation that feels defamed or degraded by

@

statements made.in these proceedings should contact

v

charice for public reéspense. Alternately, such

persons or organizations can file written statéments

b

-4 -~ - N - N . L2
for ipeclusion in 'the proceedings. I urge all persons

making presentations to be judicious in their
£

%y

The Advisory Committee appreciates the

willingness of &ll participants to share their vievws

%

|and experience with the Committee.

®

Mr. Boyte?
ED’ BOYTE
Good.morning, my name is Ed Bovites

Coordinator of Cleveland®s Mary Ann Finnegan Projects

b I3 - N 3 - a -] <
the anti-violence victims assistance program of the

lesbian and gay community service center. I'm

plecased to be here and want to ‘thank Peter Hinarik

for inviting me, Joining me is the Executive

&

Director of the Center, Judy Reinbroek, a Mary Ann

Finnegan Project volunteer, Paul Striker, and cur

&
- &
3}
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{liason to the County's Witness Victim Program,

|Patrick Micelita,

The project’ was formed in 18%0. It was
4 v,

|named after a woman who, along with her lever, was

abducted at cgunpeint cutsgide of a downtown lesbhian

bar by a man who entered their Vehfcle akt a stop

light. The perpetrator forced the women to a

secluded area whégp,he beat raped and shot both of
them. HMaryv Ann Finegan died. Her partrner survived

with lasting physical. as well as emotionals

ailmentsa

f

The project.is currently run by three part

time volunteers. e receive significant assistance

fronm Cuyahpga7County‘s Witness Victim Program, We

take reports over the phone in the daytime and return

phone calis from people whe make reports to the
- by .
center's hotline, which operates in the evening.

‘Referrals are made to appropriate agencies. We also

accompany victiss for medical or legal appointments.
We conduect police trainings te new recrults and rank
and file officers of area law enforcement agencies.

At the end of the year: we tall§ the total nusiber of

*

pffenses and incidefices ¢f harassment ané violence

—
3
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against .lesbians, gays a;d bisexuals. The reports
are sent tq_the Nationdl Gay and Liesbi&n Task PForce,
which summarizes acté of hate from around the
‘coantry. When I read the following st&tis%ics; it's
important -to keep in mind that they include only
those incidences reéeperted to us that are mmtiva?eﬁ by
‘hate against gays: leabi§ns or those perceived,to_be
jgays or lespian. For example, @ robbery reported to
|ds that Gccur:aa»outsiﬁg a gay bar was nct inmecluded

because no anti~gay motive was showns i.e.,

+
4

homephobic language. dgensélesSs vicelence, et cetera.
. Py e . S oy s ."'7 o .

The reports for 1982 are low, partly due to @
shortness in our staff. QGiven that, I was very

| surpriged when we tallisgd the totals from the first 6

months of this vear and gompared them with the totals

of 281l of 19%92. Ap incident refers to an a@ctivity

that takes plate over a confinucus period of times
One, incident could have several offenses._ For

‘example, if I'm walking to my car. IL'm shouted
| "faggot®™ at. and then pushed adainst thé car. Then,

" '

ny car’s windows are smacshed, there's one incident

| and one victim, buq three .cffenges; sexual harassment

assault, and vandalism. .

ol
L4

2 "
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The total number of haraéﬁments reported to
lus in 1982 is 27. The first 6 months df 1993, we had
|14 examples —— 14 reported incidences of harassment.
The number of threats against perscns in 1992 was 3.
‘The first § monthe of 1993 was 9. 1In &ll of 1982,
|there were 8 physiecai assaults or cbjeggsuthrowé* in
the first 6 months oF igg3f there were 1i. 12
incidences of vandalism in ail of 1992, ia for the
first 6 months of this year. 2 robberies in 1993, 3
{for the 'first & monthlis of this yvear. Total number of
{Fictime in 1982 were 24, the first 6 months ¢f this
'yeaz, 25. The t%taltnumber of offenses in 1992 were
143, For the first 6 months of this year. 48. 27
incidences cccurred in 1992, 28 in 1983, %n the Eirst
;6 months of 1953.

rTo put some faces Lo these statistics, I
want te read a few of the stories that were reported
to us. February 2th, after his profile appeared in
‘the BPlain Beéier,'%n 9pen1y gay pédstor received
'thréatening ¢allg . .on his ﬁhbrghrs and home answering
machine. “Burm in hgll. We're not going to let this
stand. We will rgna%éﬁ ocut ¢f town. You will hurn

A

and die in heldl.®-" ‘ -

&0
-
“ E3

g
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|walking down Mayfield by a cemetery near Little

s

Af 9:30 a.m. on. February 2nd, the victim was

»

Italy, 2 & foot man unknown to the victim appreoached

*

from the opposite direction and pushed the vietim

L .
|against the cemetéry gates, screaming epithets at him

- ¥

such as "faggot®, "homg® and YAIDS bﬁy“,&ané

A

threatéening, I should slit youtr throat. I should,

expletive; kiil you right now, bat I don't want your

blood, et cetera. Vigtim struggled and tried to get
awvay. Assailant kept .pushing against the gate and

3 ) &“ ” i
screaming. Victim Iinadly d¢ot away, just walked as

»
*

1f it never had happened. ignoring the #ssailant, who
was threitening to come after him. Victim didn®t

report to police E6r fear of unsympathetic response.

He checked himself into the Cleveland clinic for a

*

week, and is now seeking out~patient paychological

L
Y

. S e F
help. He's expériencipg £lashbacks, and anuiety

‘attacks, due o podt traumatic stress disorder.
a & 13
Jupe 1lth of this vear, a married Astrobula

A

woman has received threatening lettets and verbal

P

harasement, for over a vear affer a lesbian friend

began vigiting heér and her family. Her 8 year olid

-

son was beat up walking bhome £rom,school hecause
. i § v h '

#
N «
’ TV
N
e
»

e

Rl

’
-
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neighbors know of thermgthefis lesbian friend. Paint
|was poured on their sidewalk and tires on their car

were flattened: The eldest son has beceme withdrawn .

«

and secluded bécause of the neighbor's harassment.
o

- “
5 ~

Police were zesponsive when talled about, the son

being beaten up, but were indifferént to calls

) W

regarding harassmént., fear, and vandalism. The

{victim experiences anxiety and fear, sleeplessnessy

inhibited job performance and eating.disorders
because of this year long series of &ttacks,
harassment and vandalism.

s

March 17th, the Ku Klux XKlap called an east

+

'side church reguesting 50 tickets to a gay gonference
the church was hosting for the purpose of gay

bashing.

* K

E

. March 25th, man "alking to a store at
approximately 10:00 p.m, was brutally aséaﬁlted by
three per@gtzatefswwbg ijQe& out of a passing car.
‘Thé victim received three broken ribs and a bruised
eye. He was hit in the "face with nunchucks, ‘Endcked
to the ground. and kicked fapeateélyi‘
o
May 9th. vic;imp boyfriend and mokher were

“

eatihg. While at McDondlds®, victim, accompanied by

- 7
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his partner and motber, éxperienced slanderous

statements and conments which were derogatorys

concerning .his sexual orientation, The victim
proceeded to enter the men’s restroom. &t which time

he was asgsaulted Trom hehind and had fooed spit on

-

him. The victim was then assaulted by tHe

perpetrator wearing a set of spiked rings. The

-

g¢piked rinas punctured the cranium, barely missing

A

|the brain. The perpetrators continued verbal

harassment while the victim was lefi bleeding.

. s

HMedical treatment was reguired. The victim .continues

»

:
to experience feéar and terro and refuses fo enter a

restaurant for dinner. |

4
-

-

May 24th, the Gay -Lesbian éommﬁﬂitg Service
Center recéived an anonymrous meSsage on the answering

machine. The message consisted of comments such as

what are you guys doing. sucking each other? I hope
L

¢

you et AIDS, you stupid bleep, bleep Faggot.

A letter addressed to the Center was

a

received on May 24th, 1993. .If containeéd derogatoery

comiments such as oddball faggot. lesbo gueers. It
1
was written in response to an artiele in the Plain

Dealers

-

1
kd
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1 have submitted four exhibits which you

™ '1

have two copies of. I'd like to go over thoge. The

|£irst one is a photo that appeared in the newspaper

LY

jof a billboard thdt was postéd on the south side of
Cleveland. This writing is én the left-hand side of

the billbeoard. It says, I thought tadio zeached a
Inew low when WHK hired nauseating MNofal Paulis. Now,

.

:they founéd the bottom of the barrel withr the gay S8's.

|ghow, a euphemism for sashaying sons. - The show is

-

hosted by the old buckarce whe asked %he gquestion,
does your condom lbse its flavor én the bgdpost

overnight? Seo, if you want to knoew everything about,
deadly gay sex. but were aﬁraid te ;Ekf'theg'tuﬁ%

&

into WHE Friday nights for a few laughs ot maybe
you'll want to pray for their soulss ©On the right

1hand side is a painted picture with an wffeminate

looking man looking in the mirror saying, what’s

lcooking, Jeff? The man stirring a pot says well, old

‘buckarco, today's specials homo stew. Welcome

Jeffrev Dalmer to the Gay '20%s. ’

s T

Exklibit Number 2 is the letter we received
on the 17th of May. It's in response tgfén article

that appeared in’ the Plain Dealer. he article is

P i e

"
w St

*
¥ o
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accompanying the letter we receivied. The article

4

contzined guotes by youths that are a membéer of
'prison." Prison "is the lesbian and gay support group

at‘theﬁdenter. It containg comments by those youths,

» . -+

A 3 L3
The letter read Dear Whatever or Whoever: JYour o
enclosed statements in our paper today ¢nly serve to-

prove that péople like vou are as oddball as hell.

When all of you beginm to realize and accept the fact

|that what vou are and what vou do i¥ wrong and

®

immoral. abnormal, immoral indecent, unclean and en
and on and On. For you, Jenny. stating that being a
‘lesbo makes you prioud serves to make me want to puke.
There's very little empowerment and certainly no
dignity in being a Eagget. Your parents have oot to
be the most disappeinted people alive. {Ané, if not.,
then they're as dumb ;s you are. For vou. Jordaine

the only righks you have are the same fights we

already have. However, I'1l be damn if you and other

3
F

gueens deserve special handling like all of you keep

Gemanding. Finally, %oe, what and who you belong to

;is an abemination in the sight of God. And, whether

or not vou think sa,‘scme &ag all of you will reast

.in hell for your sins. It wasg siéned and had a B.OQ.

L)
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Newspaper. BAnd, it explained an incident that

[Box Number toc it. ‘ N

Exhibit 3 is frem theuﬁaltbn‘wﬁllgce College

-

%

|happened there when residence directors were

*

lexpressing supports for leshians and gay students.

.
And, they had the signs on their dopr saying allied,

o

|beneath a pink triangle. And, it explains the kind

of vandalism they received on their doors fot pasting
those, and how the school «déalt with that. .

The last exhibif is a letter we received.

-
~

‘It says persondl from New Mazi World Ordet,

- P

Propaganda Minister, Section Number 1. To: head

‘Fﬁggut Gay Center of Cleveland. 7t.e. Gods of Jahad.

v

in parenthesis, (Holy War On The Queers). It has the

perscon's Full name and address attached. Subject.

special notice teo all'¥eo Hazi groups concerning CIA

Directive 378 Gay kinko. Killing off the gay men.

The Geds holy war on gueers. Bgheld thy people in the
1midst of the are women. the gates of thy'land shall
be set wide open untd thine enemies. The fire shall

devour thy bars. Translated, our country will be

. &
¢ "

cursed if we don’t come down on the sodomies. Fron

Propaganda Ministry of President Bush’s Wew Neo Nazi

Y

[
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‘today.

“that he sent to us.
'the type of violence, hatred, and harassment

8read.

marriages. ‘The right .to housing
3

=

- t

- ¥

Gad Rless . -

I

Can bg copied.
gt

-

|American's holy war on ithe queers and may the Lord of

might and hosts raise up godly meh dhong your fanks

to carry out his will. Hig Holiness, Pope John Paul,

do your country a favor today partner..shoot up a gay
It's signed and various photocopies of things

These four exhibits werle chosén

to be entered because they are physical examples oi

o {e

L3

[ 3 % - -

committed against gays and desbiang in the Cleveland

The dreamatic rise in réports of- hate drime may
: 2

o

be ;due to two factors; on&, an increase of visibility

~ Y,

of gay issbes, especially lifting the ban on gays in

the military. Anaﬁrﬁéspite«this higher lesbian-gay ¢

. » 2
-

vigibility, including April's march, on Washington,

A

L1

the lack of legal protection for lesbians and géys.

e

'The absence of legal protection and recognition spans

1from ¢ay hate crimes of not being recognized to loval

crdinances that ban anti-discrimination in areas of

&

housing, cHild custody, job security and same sex

= 4 “

Ry

i
#
.
is a
i

civil rights,

issue. The custody of one's child is a human rights

and 2 civil rights isgue. As it stands now, gafs“an@

o

o % ;
¢ 2
L A £
+ - ﬂ‘.
> . e
\, ~c
e ¢ Y
<
v
.
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?1esbians aren't even given édeqUate pigtectiba Lrom ¢
being bedten uvp. All four ekhibits giveh to you have
ft

+ (gomething else in common. Tgey are examples ‘of .
hateful, often ph;sicaily threatening backlashes
against efforts within the Community EG‘SECHfé

5 . ~

rights, express eursélﬁes in the media or ;show ) .
tolerance on college campuses. ) . : .

We are a diverse and struggling community. .
 Lesbians and gays of Eolcr face discrimination and |
viclence for 2 or 3 different reasbns; race, gender

. . i}
and sexuality. Gay bashings are on the rise in *
{¢leveland. Gay bashings are brutal and dEQuménizing.
Why atren't gay bashiégs éansiéered}hate crime? - |

Thank vou. ‘ ) *:L 4

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: -@hhnk'y@ﬁ.TsYe&'can_” i
Lcontinue. We'll ask our %ugstionﬁ as a g}ché at the
end of your presentation., *e

‘P&f»‘a‘!ﬁ&@'ﬁ HICOLITA - )

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Ny néme is Patrick’ .
Nicolita anégg‘m the liason from the Cuyahdga County !
‘WitAESS Victim Program &g ;he Lesbian~Gay Commpnitft
Centerf'gr%garil§g té’ﬁﬁ% Mary Ann Finnegan Project.

Ky role as liasen h&ﬁ many different Facets. ’
. .
s \ .
{ ‘" ?
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{Primarily. in*assigting individuals from the Center
]’i' ¥ W ’

|whe have been referred:to the Center through thé "

£}

criminal justice process. I also provide dindividual
.therapy for the victims of crime. P:imafily todays I

|would like to speak to the effects that individuals

experience as victims of gay bashing.

Within the work that I do for the

n
a

Lesbian~Gay Community Center, a number of individuals
J TS Y ‘ D2

£ ¢ ¥

*

B

28 .
whoe have been victimeg of gay bashing beceme my
‘clients. Unfortunately,:thefe have only been two out

Ky

of the number of reports that have been given to the
Commission that ‘have-proceeded through the criminal
A . Py « - * -
Z .. .
justice system. There aré @ numbeér of different

k3 5 -

| reasons Ffor this.” One begirg that the individunals

| themselves, thé victims, aré terrified of facing the
H

3 y . ¥ . v . » . . g~
?crlm;nal“justlce‘system; when a possibility of one

‘beirig discriminated "against or their séxual
| orientation being held against theém within & court of

{1aw. Anﬂthef reasﬁ% being that the individuals

bécamevvery terrified to even ﬁakqfa%poiice:repozﬁ.

Unfortunately. atwg%mestufnaiviauaié whéwara vicEtims
{ 4o ¢

of cay bashing do net regeive any Support in making a

-
12 -

report of a crime te the lﬁqaf‘%b;icé'authofity.
| r - . ) ¢ . v ’ 3
X ‘e ¥ 1 oF

™ =

>

%
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As we continue to sée arise in the number of
! . F ’ : v

¢+ |reported gay bgshings from 1952 to the tompafison of

the & month staﬁistics;n? 1983, we see that they are

4 s,

N - N L - - 3 . . L4 i B i
|above a rise of 50%.. This becomes alarming when we
v » v - %
see that there’s only one case out of all of those

cases that has received attention by the pelige and

(™

&£

detectives, and hag actually been Sroggh% to¢ the

floor of the criminal justice system. This plays
into the wdy in which the victime themsélves begin to

-
"

view their own relationship to the greater social
I o * 3
o 1 ) 5 [y -
compunity., as well as hew theyr-are abile to, deal with

the victimization that they have experienced.
Individuals who expérience gay bashing are

-
< v

’ 3, . B . 2
individuale who fdcgé a nmultitude of* igsues

151 ¥

confronting them iﬁ‘ﬁﬁenapy. ot only de they have

kY

H

|to d@eal with the issues of fear, the issues of being

- ~ -

able to do out intc the community once again, issies
|of security, but alse issues of their own
significance, issues of how they relate to the

» ¥

greater community, and issues of "adcdeptance.

14
k3

The history of the United States vetry much
|bears out that the gay minoritv, gays; lesbian and

bisexual individusls have not experie€nced minimally

IS
»
})
« s
2 < s
3 x

»
.
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toleration, let alone acceptance. Along history

- o .
within western civilization leads us to see that gay
and lesbian and bisexual individioals have oftentimes

-

|béen termed sick, immorals sinful and worthy of only

death. Within the United States experience, it has

i

beén one in which the gay lesbian and bisexual

@

individual has been wery much closeted. Within the

*

text by Atkinson and Hackett published in 1289

-

entitled Counselling the Non Ethnic Hihogity;in_

America, there's a’ very stéllar article that states,

5

and it's entifﬁeﬁ} I1'd Rather Be Dead Than Gay. This

very much typifies the responses that I receive from

i

‘the majority of wgav, lesbi&n and bisexual individuals

N

that I receive for . therapy due to beinga a victim of

*

gay bashing. OQftentimes, the individuai would much

Moy

rather be dead than, to‘have to face the frauma of

victimization,® have to face the reality of

3

confronting society day after day after day and

continuing to receive no support. It heqoties a very

interesting commeptary .n cur seciety when an %

individual would rather be dead thap to:acknowledge a

part of who they are. ‘
1 Within the therapeutic context that I work
LAY *

v L
w,
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The individual is not conflicted by their own

would become much easier to deny one's own sexual g

understand: and soclety continues to stand in

with, with the victims of gay bashing, it becomes

extremely difficult tc be able to impart te them any

-

sense of trust, security and minimally acceptances.

u

aceeptance of their gay. lesbian or bisegxual :

orientaticn, but instead is conflicted by the

|response of society itself. What have they done,

wrong. In actuality[ nothing. It unfortunately
becomes the responsibility of the victim:of gay -
bashing to begin to look at his or her sexual
orientation and to begin to question. Ands
unfortunately, that duestion at times becomes it
wotuld be much easier to reémain in the closet: It

v

crientation. It would be much easier tham to

a

ceonfront the norms that scciety bas set up. ’

Phe individuals that I deal with as victims

'of gay bashing, in wﬁ%king through therapeutic issues

are able to come to some resclution and also some

acceptance of what teok place. Neot that they accet

' the fact that viglence is all right, but instead

accept the fact that unfortunately, society does not

E
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judgment. Unfortunately, the individuals themsslves

need to continde .to go out day after day inte that

r

.

|greater society. It bécomes very gifficult for e,

then, as a therapist, to work with the individuals in

getting them to any sense of security and trust.

It's impossible for me £o be able to tell the

individual that they;are safe and Eﬁaﬁ’theii fears
are not founded. Unfortunately, I need to reenforce
;yith them that. ves, what’ took placé isﬁnét only .
:qugg, but also that dnfortunately I'm unzble to give

them a trust and unable to give to them a fact that a

bashing will not occur .again. The ipdividuals then
are made —~ the individsals. it begomes fecéssary for

them to incorporate’into part of thelr day-to-day

»

activity the facts that at any time tﬁgy ey be a
victim. At any timq; due o6 their oxigntﬁﬁionr an

|individual mey feel that he or she has the right to
- _ o I . h
lash owt in vidlehce, either verbally or physically

‘to this individwal 'dn the.basis of thdir brientation.
. ¥ %

being different from the ®"majority”., The|statistics
R S v N J
that have heéen reported become very alédrming. Gay

‘bashing dnfortunately is Very much on a.rise. As a
" i Pl
larger gay community. continues to emerge From it's

i

»

7
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|the criminal justice sSystem. When we look

|become even more alarming.

individuals who will report.

That raises the statisfics to almost 200

K]

cloget.

2
more vocal and more vigible.
continue o see a higher rate of violence.
are committed, pessibly 50% are reported.

10 typicaily resplt in an arres

those 10: possibly 3Aa;e brought teo triall

>
ar

T ¢

[

¥ -

There's not 100

Typically the individuzls, it is typically

|Society contipues to act in a way of violence

states these individuals should remain within

|social closet and continues to wWakeé its vgice heard.

that

the ©

Ag the gay coemmunity continues to beccne

Unfortunately, we

Statistically. we knﬁwiﬁhét‘out of 100 crimes that

out of

t. Out of

€

| have been brutally victimised by wpother ingividuals.

And, out

cf thoese 3, 1 individual is convicted. That breaks
down to, statibtically, to 1 ocut &f 180 genpekrétors

of crime becomes an individual who is sentenced by

¢

at the

incidences of gay bashilig and vioclence against gay,
- 1 "

lesbian and bisexual individuals, the stagistics

.

Unfortunately. the

statistics of reporting crimes are even lpwer.

individuals vho will report are ‘only dindivideals who
* 3 t

ingidendes

.
s,

&

=
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Géyg lesbian and bigexual individuals are

w1th1n the greater Cieveland area -and Cuys
County, wé have yet to have one individual

‘been brought before the criminal justice

individuals because of thejr sexual orient

becomes more difficult £or those ipndividu:

community in which they live.

for

tolerate é?d;
:equate acceprance.
individual is not seeking that all individ
and embrace a lifestyle that ﬁéy be contrz
oW N

law; seek @ sense of securiky within the s

-

of gay bashinq. And, out of those 200y ur

s

-

5

As we continue ko logk at the rig

bashinsg, as we:continue to look at the ve

physical harassment that is pérpetrated ac

individuals of the gay, iésbian and bigexi
community to have a fesling of security wi

Individuals

fottunately
zhpg; |

. who has
system.

e in gay
srbal and
;ains%~
ration, it
zls"ana%
ral

Lthin the

: make the

argumentation that gdy, 1esblan and biéextal

I

individuals are leoking fer ”speclal treat

L

special treatment, théy*re simply looi

equal treatment. Unfortunately, sgciétf‘x
unfortinately, tolerance -dog

The gay. lesbian.and ;i

¢,

s k]

But’, instead seek a sénse of egualid

8 T e
e

;ment“

not looking
ring for

‘ kY
ifces not yet .
28 not

i sexuwal
tuals accept
iry to their

¥ under the

R22

ociety

-

%

o

*
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lwithin which they reside and geek to Bge recognized as

human beings. possessing the same rigﬁts of 1ife,
(|liberty and pursuit of happinest thaé are|enjoyed by
;all citizens of the United States.
Unfortunately, the work éhat 1 do for

witness victim anﬂ}%iasoning to the lesbian, gay
community center ggntinues tc risge.. And,
lunfortonately., viétims continue to be referréd to me.

And, even more unnfertunate, it becomes very

«
< 3

difficult, if net impossible, for me. as g2 therapist.

‘to impar£ to them that, yes, it is better to live and
:to be gay than to be dead and gay.
Thank youifor your time.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. Are the others

P

‘going to teéstify alse? s
¥

MR. BOYTE: MNo«

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Are there gquestions from
the Committee this morning? Yes. Hs. Powless?

HS. PCWLESS: I have a guestion. Do vou -
share your statistics with the Commiinity Relations

‘Boardr Mr. Thomas?

MR. BOYPE: Yes. Those are shared with the

Comnmunity Relations, as well as with the County as

s

IS
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wvekl., They are &lsc submitted to the Wational Gay
Lesbian Task.Force: And, the statistics from witness

“lvickim are also tallied and sent to the Ohie, the

National Qrganization of Victim Assistance in

Was%ington;; ¢
o

MS. POWLESS: Do you feel that, or *actually
what kind e¢f working zélééianship do yon have withé
the Pnliée Department? Yﬂu.have said that you feel
that you get no sé@pgrt or the vietims get no
supgaék. Do-you alsc féel tﬁaghycur %réject gets
|maybe less supgort tﬁ§n other groupsg‘or Itd 1like éd
hear you speak aboutﬁhhat, yvou know, the felé%icnship -

 there batween the city.

n

“

MR. BOYTE: There were. there are two cases
that come to.mind where we had victims that were

willing to prosecute. jAnd, the one where a man was

-~

‘beaten wp after leaving with someone from & bar had a
'good deséription of this person. It's what the
|victin was told by the Cleveéeland Polive is that atftey’

{he made the report, 18§ that a detective would not

-3
i

fpick up the investigation until we had the

M

errpetrator. So, ri¢ investigative ~- this person, I
- f

'should, I guess, give a little bit of what_ happened

&

%

o 3

ra

o
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{te this person. When he was at his apartment with

- 1

the perpetrator., hKg was hit frem the back ¢f the head
P g .

¥ ? S
¥

with' a3 screwdriver and & hammer. I saw the vicetim

%,

kY
the next day. He had a welt, I guess you Zall a welt

LY

|on the side of his head that was the sizeg of a ping

peng ball. He has a good physical description of the -

Y

perpetrater. It's our understanding from theﬁﬁqlice -
uDepaﬁtment that be ity them being overworked or -
perhaps the prejudice aggiﬁst the gay-lesbian
community, there would be no follow-up from &
d;tective until we came up with the perpetritors

M8. POWLESS s When you say wes what @b you
mean?

3 T

HR. BOYPE: Well, investigated. I went to

K

the bar end interviewed the bartenders interviewed

patrons thgt had seen the pezpetratorwbefore; and we
| have some rough ideas, WE put, we published
‘incidence,'anonymous inciéﬁnce reports in the Gay
People’s éh%@ﬂidl@f which écmes cut every two weekws.
ﬂAnd, in that. we had a description of this person and
.geceived a couple of leads on that. We are very
short staffed. Three part time volunteers is what

LY

our staffing is. &o, part of the, we Btart to make °

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERSs Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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choices between doing education work. such as this.

ahd really following up with victims doing police

«

|trainings and then’ doing investigative work. So;

3

there's a limit in terms of how much we ¢an do. But,

‘my experience sc far with the Pclice Department has

“«

‘not been poésitive.

MS. POWLESS: Do you feel if vou tuzrn

something over to the Community Relations Board, that

o

they would follow-up on it?

MR. NICOLITA: The préblem with turning

sommething -over to the Community Relations Board is

‘that none of the information remains confidential.

| That becomes Very difficult at times for a number of

EY

vigtims. They may .or may not be openly gay to the
greater ceommunity, That creates a preblem, tﬁen, in
terms of their own eonfiﬁeﬁtialityg The
’relationships to the poliée-departménts depends a2t
times upon the case itself. Félly aware of the fact

that the police departments are very much under

%

staffed, but there’s. unfortuhately. & wise in crime,

2s of this®vear, there's mandatory training,

'Y
IS

sensitivity training in a number of different areas.

L4

| Bnd, one of those areas irciudes gay. lesbian and

~
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v

bisexual erienﬁatiqn. The poliﬂe‘departmeﬁts are
]very open to tgat, & think that a lot of wﬁaﬁ the
lgay, iesbian and bhisezwal community experiences
becoméd an issue of dndividoal officers;*vigﬁon’t
think it's fair to. be able to lump the entire issue

inte a particular police department, but more the
individual response of the nfficerétresponaing to the

crime. oy

CHAIRMAYN BATTLE: Other guestiens from the

*

Commititee? Dr. Wilson?

MR. WIﬁSDHg Mr. Hovte, I've been struck by

your statement towards the end of your remarks that

-

was really more of a plea,. vhy can’t pegple -~ -

vnderstand that gay bashing ought te be a crime.

And, T wash't sure how to take that. Are vou
implying that it's not a ¢rime at the momerit and that
it ought to be made so in statute or what -- because

<

the kind of incidénts that you laid out, many of them
-£all uhder. vou know. 'the ordinary crimiﬁal vode as
acts of violence or intimidation Qrfgénacing. Sos

‘what more would you Iike ko see done £o meet your

Cencerns?

HR. BOYPE: It's not recdgnized &s a hate ¢

B

= -
~
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\ MR. WILSCNMN: You want it speed rgceng
specifically recognized as a hate crime?
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: You weculd like to
{£ollow-up on that?

-

KMR. WILSON: Yes. I mean, of course, Chio

is, has had an ethnic intimidation act. but I
Jbelieve, did it alsc include sexual orﬁéntation?
MR. LEVENTHAL: Ye8, it did.
MR. WILSON: Then, the Ohio Supreme Court
E Y
declared it unconstitutional, but that's being
‘revised. and you may very well have such a law on the
books again sogn. The only thing I would as% you
with respect te that is vwhere your crganizatiﬁ?’comes
down on the free speech guestions, First Amendment
questions. Some of the incidents, a mincrity of
‘them, but a few of the incidents that vou have
reported thé;e as acts of harassment in one sense of
jthe¢wcrﬂ, they are harassment. But, it probably
constituted protected free speech as well. I I
;nould just get you¥ reaction te that problem.

MRy BOYTE: Sure. We value free speech very

‘highly. 'The ihcident of the billboard, for instance,

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, 1L (312) 236-4984
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that is nobt included’ in the statistics that I read.

8 - S o . . " n
«We Ffimd it offensive, but understand that that's a
% R , , o ’
|pretected speech. Cllearly,.the letter from the Ry
Elux Elan weould not be a proteécted speechi: that's a

4

|hate and death letter. Not being a lawyer, I don't
believe thet the anonymous letter wouléd probably he

protected speech. My -personal ex?eziengé with the

igssue cf the First Amendment, I was in correspondence

- ¥

with Mf.'sﬁzak, the person that put up the billboard
owns the company that, produces the signs, and it
received guite a bit of loBal pré%s. It was in"3

newspapersy, the piﬁtuie of it was. The letter I

”

received back from him Jostifying the billboard was

T x

that itg, it's proteécted é?eeCh,‘ It¥s been my

|exparience that hateful expressions™are simply

ke !

justified by beindg protected by the First Amendment.
- £

|Gtherwige, the reason that he put it thHere is because

it'd protected. is basically the response he gets
‘back. When I talk about* the impact that has on

people that don't know anyone that’s gay or lesbiang

‘that may have hgmophobic tendencies but never actad

them ocut can lead with theé kind of bashings that

M .

3

]

&

M
»

we've experienced. And, you know, I don't feel that
P :
, .
La) . P

M
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the sign showld be taken down for legal reasors.
But, our experiencer, &t leagt with this person, was
that his defense of it was simply that it's protected

speech. That wasn't my argument with him. It was

why would you do this? This leads to these kind of

behaviors. Certainly, we have a problem with the

tadic show. There's different ways of doing it than

'equating,gays with Jeffrev Dalmer. Sd} that

incident, anyways, was net in the statistics because

‘T don't believe it to be.

MR. WILS8ON: Thank yvou.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Leventhal?

o

KR. LEVENTHAL: Aleng those same lines, Hr.

'Boyte, vou read a letter or 2 quotqﬁion frem one of

your documeénts there saying, "do the world & favor,

;go out and kill & gay®., and it was sidned, I believe.,

How, I'm not a Constitutional lawyer. but I do know
that name calling is protected, but inciting to riot

is not protected., And,hi think it behooves an

a

organization like yours te report something like this

‘to the pelice department because, 2t least in‘my

opinion, an@ it could be chécked ocut, it's inciting

to riot. Now, they may not do anything about it, but
4y -

a

¥
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know that if he continues cnfthat,basisz it*s a

‘erime: So; I would suggest that you loeok into thata

v

Ry

MR. BOYTEs Mr. Leventhal, we ‘called the
i e s
postal inspector the day we received the letter. We j

were referred to the FBI. "The FBI told me.that they

-

»‘wquia come and pick up the letter, which they never
did. A week to 10 days later, I called back the FBI

to see if they were pitking this uvp. I'm only in the

offjice as a volumteer I to 2 days a week. They told

1)

us te mail a copy of the letter %o them, Jhich we

-

‘did, we've heard nﬁtﬁing back vet from the{EBI.

MR. LEVENTHALg: You have doné what}yba counld
e
do.s Thank you. T a ; -

¥ "

CHAIRMAY BATTLE: Other quéstions for Mr.
Boyte or Mr. Nicelita? I have a couple. I%d like

-
¥

vou're view of the legislation in those jurisdictions
‘that have been able to ehact legislation based on
sexual orientation., human rights ordifanges, et

cetera across the ¢ountry. I don't kndw whather
Y M .

‘ P s ; ~ w ’ -
there's one in Cleveland oy ngt, but in thoge
jurisdictions where, you know., they've beeh enacted,

N : . * 5 " K S . P »
how would you characterize their effgctiveness. Are

« ¥

£

)

at least they can let’ the perpetrator of that act *

T

* )
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|there's some protection for thems

legislation itself begins‘te address that issue.
e 4 < %

®
Y 5 4

- 12 -
s e

they maméing}ly effective, are they just paper drills

L

or @o they acgoréiﬁg, by your knowledge, have any

real teeth? Can they be enfporced or are-they Peing

v
»
« 3

enforced? A , . e

®

1.
« 3

Yeg, they are effectiver &é¢ the degreé of their
effectiveness. I believe it's toc early to beé able

" A *
to tell 4hat. When we Iook at such legislatiens it

hasg. almost a ripple effect in terms of the effect

that it may have on the greater dﬁmﬁdﬁity. It allows

~
-

for the gavs Ieﬁbian andgﬁiséxual comminity to
‘understand that. they have been reco?niéeﬁ; and that

a
«

Thaty theén, begins

- ¢
»

to translate to the gréater community that there is
I ¥ ks e h .
‘some protection for these individuals.
Unfortunately, what we are leodking at is. m long
B3

history of gay., lesbiaf and bisexual orientation and

‘behaviors ag being seen as sbnormal, otitside of the

- (N

| erdinary and, therefore, unacceptable. The.

4

4%
A o

And, in addresging. that.issue, then., gives to the

* w
8% s

[ 1 eahi o 1 N SR, <
|gay¥. lesbian, bisexuyal -community & sense of security

> *

and begink to.then alse educate and impact eon the

1
L

MR. HICOL%T&: Tf I may address the question?

x

iy
* o
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202

of followingy tracking, monitoring the same issues.

Finunegan Project? .

*

"

greater community. Hopefully. then, dropping the
* <

statistics of bashing and wioclence and harassmeént

2

ithat takes place:

v

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you. One additional

guestion, the organization Stonewall, has a higtory

N

-

is there a leot of cooperation and coordination

~

between Stonewall, Clevelapd. and the Mary Ann

1
¥ *
»

%

MR. NICOLETA: 311 of the organizations .

work in hammony with .one another. Mary Ann Finnegany

%

Stonéwall, Act Upr I believe another one is even

Queer Nation., so that what we are able t& 4d as one
» ' »
large body is to beqgin te address the .issues that

face the community ag & whole.

CEAIRFAN BATTLE: Thank you. Are there any

*

other questions? HMs. Ortega? “ -

HS. ORTEGA: You mentioned that you do
4

sensitivity training with the police department. Is

that an iptegral part-of their tradining or is that

*

something that's iﬂ§£ done as per needed bagis or how

is that? T w

EA

KR. HNICOLETA: By %ecehiﬂleqis%ationﬁ I

-
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'believe it was in 1993, it has now become mandatory

that all cadets receive sensitivity .training,
sensitivity training in terms of ethnic and nén

ethnic minorities. Soa, it has now become @ mandatory

part of the training.

MR. BOYTE: If I coulé add to that, aleng

with the, I quess the state mandate for that

|training. there was no budget to provide for the

training. So. anything that we do is pure volunteel:,

and that would include any kind of resources, videos
that we need to order, any kinds of materials that we

would present, as well ag the time going into it.
-

We've asked for -$50 honorariums. but that has not

been honcred. If I can speak to a.gquestion you asked

twoo guestions ago., the only cities or municipalitieés
that I'm real familiar with in tefms of legisglation
that has been passed was what vent on during the

‘campaign in Nevember in Oregon and Colorado. Ands

-

| the during the camnpaigns in both states., there was
‘ A .

[

something 1ike 3 100% increase in the amounts of

‘reported viclence. When the ipitiative, anti-gay

|initiative passed in Colorado. the incidents roge

o+

gven more. When the initiative failed in Orecon, the

- . ®

Y LS
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violence decreased dramatically. 8o itié my
opinion, based on these type of things, that-what:
that whe society ggysnis protected and.who society
|says has civil rights does have a direct impact eon
violénce against those peoplé. ‘

CHAIRMAN BATTLEf* Other questions from the

r
{

-

Committee? e ’
’ Thank ¥ou vefy much, gentlemen.

5. RAINBROOK: i'm not the regular

speaker, but I would really like to respongd ﬁc<Mr:

%
£

{Wilson's comment about the Pirst Amendment right fo

free speech.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Please. could vou state

3

yoir name. spell your name. for the recorder, so that

vou're a part of the reeord?

£
®S. RAINBROOK: ‘My neme is Judith Rainbrook,

R-a=i-n~bh-r~0~0=~K. and I'm the Executive Director of
the Lesghbian Gay Community Serwvice Center, a position

. -
* +

I've held for about three weeks.

-
N

I feel that there is a real distinctien
‘between Fifstgﬁgenémegt rig@ts to free speech and
verbal ha;assment. ﬁ;ﬁr I wounld gi;e an example that
certainly that the whike su?éémaciﬁt grougs in this

s

IS

-

»
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|community ahd in otheér communities. I give an example
is the hoorah they had in Chicago a couple.of years
‘ago when there wvere @eoplé'doingvmaiﬂr @ietests in
the street saying that the Holacaus?ﬁnégér happened
and thé‘Jeés shouldn® ks you?xnow, sﬁpugﬂn”t have the
same rights as evetrybody else. And, they were doing
ﬂfeally hatefnl things, but it was theiz free{SQeech
right to do that. And. they had the right te <o
|that. But I don't befieve that anybédg would sup;ort
their right to stand ﬁpQén a restaprant and confront
‘semecne and say hey, youw dirty kike, what are you and
‘yéur Jewish princess wife,doing in here? uWe don‘t
like Jews here. That's hot a First Amendment right
to free speéch, that's a vegbal assanlt an&gghat’s
‘what gays and lesbians continue to be confronted by
fén a day-to-day kasis:; with the sense thaé there is

REY

novhere that théy can go that's safe to protect

v Ll

| themsgelves. They can't call the @olice‘becéuse they

Fl

lexpect to receive the same. I wmean, theé cops, we

‘have lots of incidents of peoplé being generdlly
| R iy

fjust, when thev*re harassed on the gtreet being
called faggots by the cops.™ And, it's that sense:

you knowy.it's not liké we're talking abogt issues -»

-
x
¥
» 12

¥

-
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 hexe, we'ré talking about people feeling unsafe in
‘their homes. feeling unsafe waiking-&&ﬁn the street.
feeling unsafe having}dinnﬁr with their family merely
because they're gaﬁé and lesbians, and that really is
nct a free speech issue.

CHAIRMAK BATTLE: Thank you. Any aééitibn;i
clesing comments? Thahé you very much for giving us
|the information this morning.

Thank you.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Nr. Jackson and Rev. Rose?
&Good morning.

RONALD R. JACKSON .

Gocd morning, my name is Ron Jackson,_and
II‘m the”Executive Directbt of the Board of éGmMUnity
Relations for the City of Poledo. Ifve held that
~ |pésition since January 4th of 1983. Prior to that, I
spent 25 years as a Toledo police ofﬁiﬂer,Lretiring
as Deputy Chief c¢f Police in October, 1392, T'm clad
to be with yern &this morning. And, to;ﬁy Leff is Rev.
Roses who I will allow to introduce himself. v.
éEVQ ROSE: I'm Rev. Floy&‘gose, i don't
‘head a civil rights Qrggﬁ&z;t§on. I'm not a givil

-*

richts leader. I'm not a community leader. No

r
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.cbmmunity has ever elected me to lead it anyﬁhere. I

speak only for myself“and for those people. whose

|views I share on any given subject at any giveén time.
RONALD JACKSON B

The report that vou have in fromt of you is

a compollation of reports that the Board of Community

Relations has recorded since 1988, and this deals

,:
Tk

with, are racial and ethhic intimidatianx;eports
lwhich were received hw the Cleveland Pelice
Commission. As you can see, we braak:thGSe down into
different’ categories by type, type ¢f incident:
|property related, target group:. geographical areas
are reported incidents, then break down by month of
the incidents that are reported to the police
division. Ang. this report is pretty well, pretty
|self exzplanateory, talks about the numbers that have
been reported and the types ¢f offenses frdﬁ,
‘harassment. cr%minal damages, assault, menacing,
arson, vandalism, robbery, cross buarning, fape. The
aroups are broken down by race; Black, White,
‘Hispanic, other. And then. geographial areas
'represents the City of Thledo, noftheast., southwest

X

where the events are taking place and break down by

A

@

HALSELL & HALSELL: REPORTERS. Chitaco, IL (312) 236-4884

1T n



12
13

14

is
17
18
is
20

21

208

| unconstitittionhal and is‘mow in limbg. For all

‘monthe.
" “3%

I thought that this information may be

relevant to your commitiee with regard te the City of

o
™

|Toledo. as far as repprted incidents are concerded.

The last ﬁége is’a répént that covers January through
. §

through July of 1983 and shows the total number so

far received as -being 20, 20 reporteé,RRE‘s. T would

alsc like to state that, and I'm sure that you're

+
i
-

|familiar that theé RRE .or intimidation law has been

-
2

| suspended pending’mcdificatipn, I assume. by the

+ %
State Supreme Court. It was founéd o be

- e
¢

inténts and purposes, . it's pot being enforced. So.

just to bring that te your attention this morhing.

CH%IREAH,BQTEEE: Thank yous

-
3

" Rev. Rése? .

REV! PLOYD ROSE.

I don't have a comment on the report; I

‘think that speéeaks for iself. I suppose I would like

to speak tgz%he City of Toledo’s regponse to several

- -
I

‘incidents. Perhaps yvou read the most recent problen
K %

involving an off~duty white police cfficer who shet a

6~-year—old black child. Let me;share with you the

L3 .
. - - 3
E] -
-
3

o

-
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|official response %b that shooting. It was
absﬁlutely‘ﬁEthing.« 2nd, in fact, shortly after he

& L9
was, or the night the kid was shot -- let me back up.

» * .

This young boy 6 vears cold wag with a frignd who was.

EY
v

also 6 years old, and they walked through the
cff<duty policeman's yvard, and they started throwing
rocks in an,ﬁmptypswimmiﬁg peol where there was a lot

of other debrig that had bgen there perhaps, as many

3

as five vears. The pelice officer camé back, came
out. found them and with & gun in bhis hand, grabbed

them. One boy-was able ts just get away and while

the story becomes a blur at this point, the kids

3 £
<

|story tavmeiwas thag ﬁb then let hiwm g6 and dropped
Hhim, and tﬁan shet him in the leg. The palice
officer says it was an accident, he didn't.even know
?the bey was shot, and that's why he~didq}t boethexr to
tcall for help or asgist'him,in any way. The boy

3trawleﬂ opt of the backyard and under a fence and out

*

&y

'. Hpan - ¥ . - " 2 - . y
into & field where hé was about % .or & wminutes when
* Ky

. 7

| the Father of the other bBoy came and took care of

'hims He was -- when his father called 911 and the
Toledo Police came, they cotnifronted this officer and
he wasg temgafazily detained. But then, fhe county

¥ v R

LI | &

in
¥ i

o
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|anéd without charces. ¥he next dav, this wag on &

‘whom the press have designated as "community leaders

*

|ptosecutor ordered that he be released without bond

-

k)

Saturday night. The next day I made a“sta;emént go
the press: aloﬁé with hié*mother, with regard to this
incident and how we thought it would have been
handled if, in fact, that ﬁﬁd been a white boy and a
black police oifficer. The next two days later, I
believe it was Kr. Ron Andersoen “‘JRQH JdJackson called

me and informed me ©f a meeting that was being helad

in the Maver's cdn¥erence rdom. A&And, here's where I

|want to begin the seort of official respornse to

N e

Te,
incidents like this.

»

TIn attendance was myself., a representative

of the FBI, the Chief of Toledc Police,

representative of the prosecutor's office, the Mayor

ra

|of Toledo, the President of NAACP and several others

3

or civil rights leaders™, even though nope of us have

‘been elected to lead any community anywhere. And,

I

the only.person who.heads a civil rights organization

* s

in Teledor to my knowleddge, is Alan HeConnell, whe is

‘President of the HAACP. For almost twe hours. we

-

talked about thé incident and the police and the

, ”
%
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a ‘ ~‘}::n:f;st-:»sz"u’mti-:’s;’ru_rf\.s.;rgmn.s-'e to it. qut of the guestions
2 were raised Ey myself. As Qe neared the end of the
3 *éiscussian; scmeona gaiﬁ; and I don?é remember éﬁd
4 nov ; whaé we need to do now 1s have a news conference
5 ‘and announce that were all together on this ;ssue and
6 we all understand and sccept as valid the pelice and
7 ‘tha p;osecutor‘s reaction to this. An&‘ye"believe
8 |that, in fact, they woﬂlé ha¥e done the same thing if
9 the oEficer had beég black anéd the child had been
18 |white. I said to the group, I will mot participate
11 in that because I don’t believe that. And, i will
12 not be a part of tgis farce, and o T left. And; I
113 also said to them, I will not say anythiﬁg about this
14 because I don't want to cast an% doubt on yeu ard on
15 your sincerity, bttt I will not, I cannot accept that
is in good comscious. I received 2 call_ lster from "The
17“ Blade®, whe informed mé that they had been informed
i8 by somebody in the group of what my feelings&were.
i8 And so, I then maée them public. *

20 | Now. we conducted @ march. walked £rom the '
:él scane of the incid%nt four miles to the Oregon Police
22 Station. Along the way., there were sggds that were

23 |as anti~-Floyd Rage as they,were anti the marchers.

+~ HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984
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‘When we arrived, there were hecklers that were

| reminiscent of the 1860¢&, all the wicicus., racial

slurs and something I hadn't heard before; but we
|were dignified. The march, it was one of the most

i ¥ ¢ * R

{dignified that I'?é ever participated in. and the
mogt 6ispiplipedyaespecially under the circumstances.
There were voung pecple, of course, in the group.
there were @bout 150 of us. What concerns me i§ not

what the hecklers did. The press, particolarly the

"Tolede Blade” and Channel 1l gave more credence, in

feg]

effect, ta the protesters than they did teo the march.

It was their faces and their signs that were on the

front ‘page of "The Blade®, and the whole thing was a,

was denouncing Filoyd Rese in particularr, and the

marchk in general. .,They never mentioned that a

principal . speaker was Rev. Robert Eup, who ‘heads a 7+«

o

8 or 900. member church: former President of NAACP.

~
¥

they never mentiehed his-name. They talked about the

X

| hecklers and their reaction to me, but they never

|mentioned the whites that were in the march. They

LS

nevér mentioned the school administrators: the school

| teachers, the law students, the impression was left

"

with the readers that these were "Rpse protesters®,

]

5
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‘sentiments.

lana they were a bunch?oﬁ»mindlass people whe were

beina led-by a sepseless leader. By deing thak, they

created an image of me that was unworthy of

|everythinig that I stand for. And, at the same time,

they began te pick out Blacks that they have given

-

title as community leader, whe would disagree with

|Floyd Rose and made that @ big issue. And, in fact,

.

there wds one brother with a sion confronting me
whilg the hecklers were behind us shouting all kind
of £ilth. He had"a sign ccnéemning'mé. The news fok
picked up that, that was real important to them

¥

because he was a black man when, in fact, if we had

|left him out there, We probably wouldn't have found

him later. Afd, he had sense enough to leave when we
left. And, he had also dense enocugh or &idn’t have

Y
¥ 2 -~

the cgurage enough td staznd with the whites who were

heckling as though ke was expressing some of their

PO
) »

Now, 3 Qg & days later, we received

¥

L i
bl

another call. There was a community meeting o

Y

somehow guiet down the racizl tensions. You have -to

understand‘whag bappened in Toledo. There Wwere no

Y

'blacks and whites fighting as a result of this

incident, absclutely none. I walked into that ares
- i .

e,

- «

“ 3 Y

¥
L
'3 w
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three times, talked to people all over the area, not

one time, not one time did I see any hint of any'kind

e x

of racizl tensiony Bu¥, every time the press. every

f & ®
* 1

time the news would’come onr they'd talk about racial

3.

tensiocns iﬂ east Tclé&ém There was absoluiely none.
|7his was a engat%%n»af the press.' Now, was there any
7injustic@ there? Certainly. Was there unfair
treatment? Certainly, but racial tensions, no. And
then; they pretended that the real reason for ths
racial tensions was @his preacher nawed Floyd Resey
and that they ;all a ci;ir fights activist. Atd, I'm
not‘snre*what that means. I have never called myself
‘anything but 2 preéacher. And, mv associate told me,
‘reminded me to tell you that I'm the gastex of the ﬂ
Family Church Without Walls. After that. and I'1l be

fipnished, the Poplic¢e Chief of Cregon sat in my

2

S .
office, in my office and assured me that the

’a&minist:ative hearing would be expedited. He had

|already been charged with and indicked 'dn feloneous °

assault with a2 gqun SQEQQ_which meant that at the very

yleast, he could get 3 vears for the gun spec and 8 to
. .

15 on the feloneous assault charge. In the meantime,

his house ig torched. His house is torched. Then,

w

* 3

3

<

i

3
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|they, the press pretended that it was thée march that
p P !

the Rewv Flovd Rose lgﬁd‘th%t caused the kind cf

hatred and bitterness that gave birth to the torching

>

of the house. PFirst of &l1ll: we don't know whe
torched his house. I do.know that either with or

|without his knovledge, but certainly in his best

*

interest that house was torchéd because he's the only

one that benefited by it. It created an atmosphere
i ‘£ ' : -
of sympathy that, transformed him from a williap inte

¥

{& victim. And, the police chief then said, because

of the fire, we don't know when we will have the
o3
administrative hearing. , It was indefinitely

postponed. We started writing letters. We came back

4

a week later, they decided to go ahead and have the

administrative hearing. Then, aftercthe_Firéarms
Review Beard determined that the ghooting was without
dustification. they decided or the police chief
decided that he gidn*t know when he would make his
‘decision about whether te terminate theﬂofficer.

It*s that kind ¢f thing éhat createg,; in our minds,
the difference in what black folks seem t& fight for

in Toledo and'‘what white folk seem to fight for. Our

agendas are different. Theirs seem to be domination

4
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and contrel,

| showed up.
white folks because it was & real safe event.
politicians were there, the NAACP was there, but

anything that was coing on.

tensiong.

allocated.an hour for this segment.

e

%

Qurs seem to be justice and equality.

And, until we have the same agenda, the unigy rallies

3
&

3 A

{like we had yesterday will mean nething. &nd. by the.

'

\way. that unigy %élly{ and I"m not sure what it

|meant, I'm not sure what the intent was, but nobody

W

Host of the people that showed up were

The

=

Inobody was invited to speak-who would have challenged

So; that's my cohicern

" e

mote than aﬁything else. I&'s not the racial

I don't knew what that means. I just hear

7

it from the press. I read about it in *The Blade®.

hut I know that there are great injustices there, and

that blacks are not treated in the same way as white.

Foreive the long statements, but I wanted to
get that in. ;
That's all right. We've

b

CHATRHAN EBATTLE:
That includes:
of course, questions from the Committee.

E 3

Are there things that you®d like to add

before weé open it up to questions from the Committee?

MR. JACKSOW: J'm sure I can probably go

° *ow
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back and try and fesgpnér but I don*t think that
would be vseful. The officer shooting and the arson
{of his house, in the opinion of the administration, :
fdiﬁ give rise t¢ séme tensions, and tg@re were scmeé
plans to alleviate tﬁhse tensions by conducting
meetingsy, which we did havé a ﬁeeting at the Ravine
Park Shelter Houséqbetweendresidents from the Van
|Burer Street area and residents from the Ravine Park
project. At that particular meeting, thefe was a lot
of venting frustration and anger. et cetera, and
there were a lot of atrtacks at Rev. Rose and alsc at

3 o

the news media by at least the Van Buren Street

¥

P
w

|group. And, the cother thing I thought that was
important at that meeting was that there vere a lot
of people whe just came fotth and gave their

t

opinions. ckay. What we did, from the Board of
Community Relations, our Board of Commu;ity Relations
‘is responsible for maintaining harmonious
jrelationships between races and ¢€thhic groups. I
:need to .explain that. That's our function. In the
City of Tole@p,“we hired a psychologist to accompany
|es to that rally tée get a feel for what's going on,
.an& we relied on her expertise with reégard to. first

r

r
¥

4
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of all, havine the event and then secondly, when to

a 4

terminate it based on her express opinioms Ands; it

was simply to bring people togetherys allow them to

.
% -

vent their ftustrations  and then later we developed
' d

smaller groups from both communiies who .are meeéting

on &4 regular basgis. So# that's kind of where the
Board of Community He#lations is invelved in this

€

'whole thing. 2and, that's really. ygu kinow. ny

-

| statement. I'm suré you'l} have some guestions.

|But, just to give you an idea of the hat that I wear

‘with regard te the Cigy of Taledo.
' 2 2 - >

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: OQuestions., Committee

members?
+ 5 e <7,r

MS. POWLESS: TI've got o1nié.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: “Yes, Ms. Powless?

3
"n

HS. POWLESS:' We did hear ffom .the

Cleveland Board ¢f Community Relations person

yesterday ahd he talked ‘about reporting and lack of

¢

reporting. Do You have any sense of whether peopie

»

that are experiencing hate crimes; whether or not

they are reporiting in Toledo?. . -

.

MR. JOHNSON: Well..I would have to rely on

my police backgroundy If vou excuse me, that somehow

L4
-

-
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P
seems to overlap. I guess thatfs just the way it

(]

'goes, but that's true. What I found, andé I headed

W

this particular unit, that was one of ny

|responsibilities, I was in charge of all the

|investigations, detectjive bureau ip Toledo. What I

found was that once this law was suspended, and even

|before, but specifically onceé this law was suspended,

that the number of reported incidents began to tail
cEf. Anéd, if you'll L;ok at:.your records, you go
back te 1988, you'l£ see that there's a large number,,
and. then they kind of fell off, and they, came back
an&‘you'll see a fluctuwation in those numbers. But.,
to specifically a;swer your duestion, I think that

there's anp under reporting of such ihc¢idents. And,

there are many reasonk for it. And; I'm sure that

|Rev. Rese probably has some ideas 'with fegiérd to this

as well. 1 think ‘that it*s’'a matter of tolerance of

the community. And, aigc, I think that there's a

d @

| reinctance because there's perhaps not as much

confidence in the system, and that's one of the

X,

'reasons, or a couple of reasons why-~it's

|underrepocrted. "But, I do think its uﬁéerreporting;

>

REV. ROSE: One ef the things I thought was

£
>
L]
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interesting was 'that the Arian Hation, I believe,

x

circulated some fliers in the ocredon arda; the
telephone number on it that it was for whites only.
If vou call this number, thev'll tell yon where this
‘rally was going to be, et cetera. And, séméone

called @e and gave me the number. And, I called and;

i ) E e 2
of .course, they were talkihg about Blakcs and niggers

g -
and just and the whole thing about this rally that

was coming up. What I thought wa§~interesting; when
5
% . . L
the reporter from the Associated Press got ahold of
somehody somewhere in Oregon. I believe somewhere out

vest, he &asked them why do you think that the people

in the Toledo area would be siisceptible te this kind

[of ¥ally? What.is it about Toledo or Oregon that

“ 2

makeés vou think that‘ynu can recruit people there?

+

That's what I found interesting. When you look at
what happened, a kid gets shot, the police g¢hief does

not call the mother and sav I'm sorry., a deputy did,

but not the police chief, the Mayor never said ’

%

'anything, nobody from city council gdid anything. but

%
%

: * Cm ey ‘ *y . . e < -
once the Gificers and nebodyy no . 0fficial in Teledo:

net & single one, not the Mayor, not anybody who is

[y

presently on ceouncil. not anybody running for council

s

Ty -
’{lh w
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(Oxegon set up police fund, defense fund for the -~

- i‘ " «
éxcept One man, Larty Clark, Larry Whiting,Clarks

.«

) R hd . i < -
even bothered to call and say I'm socrry. Bukt, when
the white man's house was térched, they were running
\ . s ) ,
jover each other's feet t6 gelb to the camera to talk

about hoW terrible this is. I don't understand that.
Ané;ﬁheﬁ, the Police Patrolman’'s Associaﬁioﬁ of

> - *
& ¥

officer. I have no problem with that éxcept HE it .

was an acclidepnt, there should be some concern about
N N - *

his incompetence. If it was deliberate, they

certainly ought to want to distance themselves from
| " »
him. So. that's the kind of thing we've got going

¢

an, and that's why the Arian~ﬁaﬁion,éelt, in ny

|judgment, that it was fertile cround fer recruitinc.

, MR. JACKSON:+ Theré was another inéident,

»
a

too, that involved a group that called themselves the

|Arian Religion that was uncovered by the ATP in

¥

Toledo. The plot --
CHAIRMAN BATTLRE: Could vou translate aTF?
HE. "JACKSON ¢ Yes, Alcchol, Tobacco:

'Pirearms, Justice Department, discovered a plet ko

allegedly bomb the Wiler Homes, which is a

Ipredominantly Black project sreaz, again on the east

?

1

-
>
-
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side, not toé far from Ravine Park, probably 2 miles

|frem Ravine Park. Again, Metropolitan Housing

Authoriiy project. That preceded the events tﬁat
Rev. Rogse 1is talking about this mornind. And so %e,
and we feel that the Arian Hation, based :on those
incidents, probably has a feeling that thé}e‘s
-fertiié groind in the Toledo area to do recruiting;

and that was one of the reasons for the rally. The
ralley that we had on yesterday was the exact date

EN

hA
| that the Arian Nation indicated that %hey were going

to have their rally.- That's why we had opr counter
|rally, if you will, that wag the reason £of the

~ - i
&

rally. And, T won't go intoidetails as to.who was
invited to speak, but we wanted tozkeep it non
igolitical*as possible. So, basically, ne one vho is
:rnnning for oifice was allowed to speak at ghat
fally. That was the ‘Teason For it.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: &Are there guestions from

3

the committee?
- MR. WILSOW: Question of Tact, Mr. Jackson.

How many people did ‘the, is it ATF associate with

‘this Arian Religiﬁn group? .

A

W

SQON = dust two, to my kihowledge.

" +
P

v
\E

EN
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would shoot children?

And, there were passibly 3 or 4 others who had

knowledge o6f it. From what my'una&rstanging apd from

my police background, I would,assume that these two

had told three others, and one or two of those had

turned the infermation ¢ver to the ATF.

MR, WILSOHW: These are Toledo -area

lresidents?

MR. JACKSCH: ¥es.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Hs. Rodemeyer?

"
l

M8. RODEMEYERr &m I to understand that vou

consider the shooting of the child a hate ecrime?

HR. ROSE: ,No.

MR. JACKSON: Are you asking me?
MS. RODEMEYER: 7Yes. ves.

MR. JACKSON: UNop ne, I do not.

K3. RODEMEY¥ER: Do vou consider it racially

|motivated in any way, oz is this the kind of man who

*
b

5

MR. JACKSON: You know. those types of

terimes, and where I giffer with Rev. Rose is this.

¥

with regard to his example, but let me say this to

your I think you know we cannot get inte a person's

" |mind unless they admit that that was a motive. Then,

A

R

L)
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we won't know. And, yvou only can presume. based on

|information that you have, evidence that you have.

We know that the child was shot. We krnow that the

officer had no reason to have a gun in his hand. BEHe

was wrong. But, what his meotive was, unless you can

|get into his mind or he admits, we cannot say it was

racially motivateds The examnple that Rev. Rose gives

with regard to how he was treated, let me just say

that I do differ with him in that: I'm familiar with
what the prosecuter’s process is, angd when you're

dealing with a police off¥cer who is charged with an¥g

eriminal cffense, any criminal offénse, ths

prosecuteor's office is very, very careful with regard

te how they treat that case becdause police officers

z

are verv difficult to convict, ckay. Difference
between a police officer and a citizen is I, as
|police officer, can carry a gun 24 hours a day. 1IE

|there is a noise cutgide of my house, I can arm

myself and g¢o outside. ¥ou cannot, as a citizen:

ckay. That's the difference. There is a difference

between a civilian and police officer, okay. The

cther thing is with regard to the prosecutor we, as

police officers, as investigators, rely on them €0 -

HALSELL & HALSELL RBEPORTERS. Chicage, IL. (312) 236-4984
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#
determine where our facts lie, whether o¢r not we have

a case. TIf we had charged that officer with a charge

|that night and we had circumstances té¢ indicate sdme

|charge and later found that this was a more seérious

4

charge or if the cHild hads in fact, succumbed or

e

died, then we are’stuck with the original charge.

And, that's something that has to be taken into

A

lconsideration. *n

] ¥ x !

Secondly: nmy séﬁqudgexception £0 Rev. Rose's
statement is this, I have been a police cificer 25

vears and I've not seen g black cfficer shecot a white
& *
8¢, how can

¢hild. That example has never come up.
- “;

>

|yorn say that he was being treatéd differently? Ysu

‘can‘t. You can coifly sirmise that, perhaps. he would.
|and, I understand his concern with the systems but

|the facts are, I'm nﬁﬁ:famiQQar uith any similg;
circumstances. Lo
REV. ROSE: Mavy I respond to you? ‘That's
corrects §n& I never said that, and Floyd Roese never
'said not one ﬁ%@e that that shooting was racially
.motiyaéed. That's the problem. The press always

. b
gays if: I make a statement about anything.and never

|mention ra¢e, if Blacks and,whites are involved,

< ¥
“w
A0 "
- -

¢

S

)
5
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»

Blacks and Whitegxargwinvolved in it, they say Ehat
‘Floyd Rose made it a‘racial }ncident. I don't khéw
why he shot the Ll&e k4 krow*he shot him. Now, if
vou're asking me tc belleva in my heart that if that
officer had been Black}and'that kid had been white,
that the white community would not have risen up and
said, vou got to do something about this., that's
|nonsense. If they had, “the¥ shouvuld have: If they
¥

wouldn't havéy they should have. That ought got be
tolerated, period.

Second point I wapt to make with regard to
| then holding him. Thére was a guy in our march who
‘acciﬁentally éhof hi%self, and they &@ek"him to the
:hosyital and straight Gﬁ to faii f@ﬂ;ﬂ%géharging a
Vfirearm, Another wan in a wheelchair was in my‘
| office the other d&v. & brother in a wheeélchair shot
‘out his window; Jjust through a window: and he spent g
year in faii in a wheelchair. How, it®s my
understanding, and maybe I'm w:ong, IF m net a lawyer,
.but I do know that Blacks have been hauled 1nto jail,
'they have been charged with sanethlnq now and later

'other chéarges have~been leveled against thewm. I
o

don't think anybeody is going to deny this. I'm

1
%

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS. Chicado, IL (312) 236-4584



-
kA

10
11

12

14
15
L6
17

18

227

*

saying that at least for the sake of the conmunity,

*

|they could have held him, as I unéers%andﬁ legally.

and if I'm wrong somébody correct me today, 48

perhaps 72 hours without violating his rights while

1

|they determined the magnitude ofrtheychérgesﬂ But,

for vou to make me believe that if that officer had

been Black, if, TI'm Baving, and the kid:had been

. *

|white, they would have gimply detained him and told

him te go on hemé and to gét back with ﬁimg Well,
that?s not ﬁﬁgxﬁmerica I know and that's certéinly
not the Toledsd that I've had expgriencé~with,

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: OQther guestiqns? Yes, Hs.
Ortega? ¢

-

¥M5. ORTEGA: Mgw‘éaﬁksop, then, did@ 1" hear.

|am I hearing correctly when I heard you say you think

‘that hate_ crimes or racist crimes are under reported?

%

MR.” JACESON Y¥es.

MS+ ORTEGA:  Sa that we really don't have a .

'sense in terms of whether there's an increase in them

T

or whether theéyv're decreasing simply becauge we don't
¥

M

| have good or geeurate statistics? "

t

MR. JACKSON< That's my assumption. And,

not only héate crimes, but all other, crimes. And, if

-
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that, in fact, gnd that has been proven, then we have

no reason to beliewve that these types of crimes are

|not under reported as well. BAgain, the other thing I

mentioned was the tolerance level of commqgitiesg and

I think that that’s Something that has to be taken

into congideration thezéf and, by that. I mean thit

&

a lot of times incidenis mway take place that may be

racial. They are re§cl%ed in one other manner,

~

either through fisticuffs or through rebuttals or

L

|whatever. And, it's just completely Fforgotten and

not reported. So. alsc, again, the tolerance level

of that particular community. the histerical

|perspective of those communities and things like

that, all those things must be taken into

¥

consideration when you talk about teporting of racial

inecidents.
REV. ROSE: Way I, I den't kﬁow, I heard an

[interesting comment about a lady earlier with respect

| to the gay lesbian gitunation. about:wveérbal abuse,

verbal assault. When we're in a restaurant. vou have

ne right to blah, blah, blah. If you speak in terms

‘of telephone calls; Tollowing this incident and just

zbout every dimcidént I'fm invelved in in Toledo, my

¥

?
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phone rings off the h@ékh_ﬁali kind of vici@aé stuff,
:what they age going %oldd to me and all that’ stuff.
With the exgéption of 4 or 5 calls, I just 1t it go.
.But, 4 or 5 of the caﬁ;;.thit I received over the
‘iaét two weeks, last three weeks I, they were placed
'bn'my answering service, and I took them away tucked
ther away jué% in cage éomething happened. Those
were the orly ones I thounght would have been serious.

‘The police stationed the first, the night the house

L

|was btirnéd, they got. some®information that somebody

- [

was going to burn my hotise in retalfatﬁong And; the

cffigers came out and they were sitting around my

house. ' I was ouk of town, and I pulled up and sav.

-

them. I wanged t¢ Khow what was going on, and they

{told me. #&And, I asked them if they would leave.

|They said they couldn't d&o that because they had :

orders ;to do that. Myjfeeling about that kindg of
stuff is most people ain’t doing nothing.but talking,
okay. I'm not going to dignify that by saying oh,

Lord, I'm Scdred: where :igs the peclice? I'm not ceing

to do that. and I'm not going to let anybody take

‘away my freedom: And, 1'm not certainl? going te be

-

a prigoner im my own hotse becausé of some sick

BALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago. IL, (312) 236-8084




”

20
21
22

23

230

®
"

people in the street. 1I'll rather go.on, whatever

»

;tﬁey’re going to dé, let theém do it. Buts I'd tather:

be a free man as Iong as I'm in this bedy. But, if

voufre talking about that kind of thing. that goes on |

2ll the time. I just dgﬁéﬁ ehoesé to report kthat,

and say becausé alliit“dﬁEFuis gives somebody some 4,

idea that might takg it serionusliy. “
CHAIRMAN BﬁTT@Ez Yeg, Ms. Powless?

MS. POWLESS: I had one other guestion

£ % +

|about the repértinéQ ¥You said that this was racial
religious and ethrie. 1Is there any reporting of hate

crimes against gays and legbians, is that included in

here or is it kpet separately or is it kept? °

e

MR. JACKSON: Wel}g the statigticgs, no, do
nét reflect, theéy reflect racial, religidus.or ethnic

‘reports. Seo, there is no reporting of gay and

e

ledbian type of offenses., It was net covered under

*

this particular crdinance.

MS. RODEMEYER: But people-fit in that,

*

‘group: I mean, more or lessy iy
\ HR, JACESCH: Sure.’ 4
X MS. RODEMEYER: If -you're assaulted?

MR. JACRSON: .But again,-it would be
& g » = "

&
L}

R -

- &%
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reported as an asgault bhetause as the people who
;
preceded us indicated, théy Wwere not a part of the

protected group. These are the people, these are the’

|categoriés that were covered by that law, and those

»
N x

are the ones that we recérded. Wow, a person whe is

& gay or lesbian group, who is assaulied, their

¢

>

report weould simply indicate assault. The body of

the report -may have different information or

information that would lead us fo believe it was

* €

because of the fact that they were lesbién or gay,

whatever. But, in fact, it was not placed in the

categories of the RRE, )

4 N
Y

MS. PRESLE¥: I have a question of Hr.

=

Jackson. The previocus P&QplefindiCEted‘that.the

police depariments have t%aining;dué Eo legislation,
there's supposed to be taining in each, for the
cadets, those coming in, about midorities and so
Eorth. 1Is that active in Teledo? And. cut of this
~situation, has there been any speculation on how to
improve relatiay@hiﬁs? I've heard a lot of things
about how bad the relationships are right now, the

S
E: . + - i -~ \f ) .. - .
black-white relgtionship. Has thére béen anything
cut of all of your meetings and sc forth toc state how

15
¥

5
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you'rq going to improve the relatioﬂéhips?

‘ MR. JACKSCH: Well, the answer to your first
gquestion, ¥es. Hahé;tp;y training throughout the
State of Gbhio, that's on OPOTH, which is the Ohio

Police Officers Training House. And, that's
g 3

something that's offered mandatory for all newly ,

arriving cadets in ukilizing the training academy. COn

board people receive human diversity training, ané

<%

that is something that ¥wag mandated ag well. It does

1

.

ogour in Toledo. aﬁﬁ it covers a broad spectrum. ¥We

talk about &differenkes in ethics, racial, and sezual

|preferences, anrd all that is all covered and everycne

‘from the chief of pelice down was réguired t¥ attend

that training. And; there are plang to eontinee to

have that type of training. It's been my experience

lover 25 years as pelice officers that trairping is

very important. Buks aléng with training,*discipline

is even more important. We cannot change the
|attitude of the o0fficers who come on board. But, you
{can certainly change their acticns. Apnd, you do that

.| through disecipline and that is through discovery and

v
-

that is through investigation. ' And, then. through

proper and severe penalty, for their.aectibons. And,

2
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™
-

|that's the only way to control behavior. You cannot

|change the attitude of people who are con the police

- 3
department or drive buses or whatever. Bk, you can

.

chandé their actions. Training is again important,

and it shoulé be c¢ontinucous, it must be continuous,

land it must be mandatory. And, that is taking place.

123

Again. though, it gees back to discipline, ockay. and
discovered or uncovetring cfficers who'are taking

advantage of and using the shield to perpetuate theirx

¥

|own feelings of discrimination, whatever have you.

e ¥

I'm sorry, was that; did I answer both--the ongoings

i

what the ‘Boadrd of Community Relsetions is doing and

-

will continue to 4o is to try and develgp and do some

coalition building, which is something we discovered

that's gding on in Chicago. That is, to gc into

1 1,

different areas and bring people who are of different

4
. »

|ethnic, racial groups together on a continuous basis

i

and have them work toﬁether, sit down and discuss

their differences and similarities, work tp@ard

common goals. And, that's our plan for Teledo, is teo

develop coalition building and especially since we're

‘moving inte a new peli@ical world now, as of January
LR i

*
3
n s

R

v ]
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have district representation as well as at large

representation, we feel that this is a good time for
[3

community based erganizations to begin to develop seo

that they., in turn, can go to their representatives

€

and have, and put pressure on these individuals to

truly represent them in government.

REV. ROSE: ‘Gne of the probléms that I find
is we have the Board of Community Relations -and for
the most part, the Board of Community Relations dezals
with race relations and in cooperation and all that,
‘but we don't have anything in place which really
speaks to justice. And., at someipoint, at someé
.point, ve're going tg Have to have some advocdtéer
some official advocate for justice at every level in
Poledo. And. until that happerns, you're always going
:to be over here tryving to put out agfire and always
be over here trying to say everything is going to be

all right, let's Eorget this one. I¥m not prepared

jto forget this one, that was sgaid yesterday. Let's

foerget the incident ip east Toledo. I'm not geing to
forget it. The mother is not going to forget it.

The kid that was shot can nevéer forget it. Sos

‘instead of saying let's forget it, let's make sure

x

[

«
- - »
"
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1
that it's thandled pfopgzly and then move on to

o
'

hate t¢ be worried about rag¢ial tensions after an

wa

|incident like this because then everybody,.will be

upset about it. Why would just Black folks be upset

about a kid cetting shot? Why? because he's Black?

3

There's something wrong with that if just»black‘ioiks

|are upset. Everybody shoulé have been upset. And.

|thoge who, the whites who maid they were upset.

vy - g v w o l"”"; N [ . - -
obvidusy they said it Lo themselves. the¥ mnever gaid

it publicly. 5 »

3
H

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Yes. Ms. Ortega?

ME. ORTEGA: Rev, Rose, could yvou share

« *

‘with the 'Committee your sense. in your cpinion, as &

“n

|result of vour experience the past 20 vears or pore

|in Toledo. what, if you have sSee¢n an increase in race

3

or hate crimes. BAnd, I'm thinking alse you have just

recently worked out #@n agreement with Demny's as a

|resuit of scme .racial incident in that institutien or

that restaurant: €Could you share with us your sense

“ -

of that increase? ’ *
REV¥. ROSE: Well, I quess myr, I'm having a
¥

personal problem with the teérm hate crimes, you kaow. *

Y
»

I3
-+ %
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'T think Ron made a valid point when the said that we

So, d4t's difficult

]

don't know what was in his mind.

,;to maﬁé comparisonsys with oranges .and gpples except
{¥ou know that they're fruit and mayb% there’s a
.reasen why this never happens to a wvhite chila, you
|know what I'm sayina? So, there's really no direct
comparisen. Sec, I'm not sure about the incident that
 happened in Denny's was., %ﬁég disturbeéd us wWas not se
{mueh what, happened bﬁtween the white girl ané the
black girl whe was verbally assaplted and called all

kind of names, our problem was with the lack of

-
*

regponse by .the management except just laughing about

'it, it was just nothing. And, moét of us felt and

feel that if that Had, the guilty person had been
‘black and thig was said in the presence of all of

thesé whites in there, she would have hgen P

».

immediately, if not .terminated. she would have been s

sent home. 8o, thaty»%he reason we %espﬂﬂd the way

we do all the time in Toledg, there's such an obvious

diffeérence in the way people are treated across

racial lines. .

-

Bate crimes, I don't have a2 handle on that,

b

and I don't want to just make up something. I don't

= -
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|have a handle on thaty buf I ¢an talk about the

injustices plenty., from now until in the werning.
" : 7

CEAIRMAN BATTLE: Other guestions? Thank:

you very nwuch, gentlemen.

REV. ROSEx #MHay I make one closing
statement, if I'm permitted to do so? N

L 2
4 X . »

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Certainly. g
REV. ROSE: And, I hope that what I say to
you is accepted in the way that it's given. As I

indicated in my introductory remarks, I'm not a

pelitician. I'm rot driven by what is politically

|expedient, I*m not an economist, so I don't think

zbout what is economidally feasible. I'm not a

socioleogist, so I don't know abourt what is socially .

acceptable. I'm nob 2 civil righits lgader, and have

never in my 1ife cldimed«te be so. JI'm not a

community leader. No community has ever eleckted me

to lead it anywhere. I'm a preacher. I'm not a

A 1
religious entertainer, but & preacheéer. I'm driven by

)

what I consider to be morally right and net what is

either legally right or politically ewxpedient.

x

Having said that. this‘country has not yet

taken sericusly the conclusion of the Commission on

*
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Civil Disorders. It never has, and perhaps it never
will, that the root cause of all of .our pioblems in

{this country dealing with rage is rdcism. And,

7

that's a term that's used all the time that it's

literally, it's 1littlé understood. Racism sinply

means to me th%£ those persons who have racially
defined themselves &g whﬁte;have clgimed fox
themselves the right to dominate and exploit éﬁqse
peéple in tle world whom they have racially definead
.;as colored, blaékr brown, red and yellow. And.
thereby, theﬁ have claimed for themselves the right

to control and/for own the world's resources. What is
X 1
theirs is theirs and they keep it. 'What is yours is

theirs, and they take it by any means nédegsary.

Their .agenda, and I'wW not speaking o¢f individual
N * ¥ N - . ~, . s : ’
|whites because many of them are just as committed to
J{ <
sdcial, political, ecohemic, and judicikl justice as

t Y

‘the rest of us. Bnty a8 a nation:. this nation is
racist to the core. and, I gquess until we come t€o

[grips with that, that issue in any real sense, and

e

‘unless and until we are committed to. riddihg this
[3 PR S g

country of ithe¢ catse, you're going t¢ always have the
symptoms. Racism is a disease; The symptoms may be

»

¢ @

3

¥ ~
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. - ¢
racial prejudice or hate crimés.* But, the cause is

this feeling of superiority, hewever' false, by whites
toward everybody else in the world. I had to say
that tec you., The fEGliﬁg&bf despair anthgpélessneSS

{that so many of our young people feel, that feeling

ey

is rooted in the 'whole concept of white supremacy. A

little black girl in south Africa probaply expressed

N 5 -
3

1,
g , -~ ‘F.' . N LA R 7.7 < . L3
it best when Helson HMandela was réleased «€£rom prison

and a reporter froém Ted Koppel's Nightline, asked her

which would she rather be;.white or black, 2 white

LY

person or a black Per soi. génd,‘her”resPQnse.was, I

would rather be a white Person. 2nd, when the

rtéporter asked her; 9 yveéars ald, why she wotld rather
. . %

“ &
*+

|be a white person than & black persan,-she just sfood
-~ ) A . " Y.»— ! . ) ‘ V;l -
tthete for z moments looked down, and then locked back

v B , ) . .
inte his eyes and said,:-heczuse white people can

lup
do anything that they want to de. ‘It's thit feeling
of hopelessness on the part of minorities in general

and blacks, in particular: in this cdoudntry that lie

at the heart of the frugtration the anger that's

‘ P C 5

often expressed in acts that are so abpormal but, at

| some point. America has to understand that youn cannot
£ 4 %

put-a man in a cage and treat him like.an animal and
s . i ? .

1
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{then aét surprised when he acts like that.

Thank you.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Th%ﬁk ¥ou. .

We'd like tc¢ take a feW minutes break
for the Committee before wf proceed with onr £inal
speaker for the morning. H;, Kassouf.

{WHERE&P&N, a sﬁort“r?cess was taken.)

AFTERJ%ECESS :
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Welcome. You ha%e the
Eloor. G
EEFEE?E KASSOUF
MR EASsQEF: Thank vou. Imeﬁmlike many of
youxr spokespeople today. rI'm not & professional.

This is my first time deing this. Please bear with .

me. T hdve pfot studied these matters in any way.

A 13

I'm a small businessman, but I will giv¥e you my
I perspective as being a long time activist in the
¥
‘American Arab community. I thank yon foér‘giving me

the opportunity fto dpagk ;o&éy. There's & numhéE of

peints that I'4 like te cover. 1 believe I'd like t¢
begin with yesterday, it was kind of ;ﬁéexestihg, I

& EN

heard a quote Ly someone, I don't reallyffbllow too

-

much from a politicai standpoint, and that was &

Y K PR

HALSELL & RALSELL REPORTERSy; Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984




12
i3

14

16
17

ig

N
o

241

Gordon Liddy, but Igﬁhéught it was very interesting
the context in which he used the quote is very much
different to the context in which I would use the
|guote today-. *And, T think that 711} probably cause
|him much distress if he heard ‘the ccnte;t that I Q
would be using it tecday. But. he spoke of fear. He
spoke of a well known guote by & well known writer.
respected writer, E@gfs@n, and basically it addressed
fear and it said that-the only way t¢ overcome f;ar
is by going gfter it heéh‘on. And once you do, you
will find that fear itself will disappear’ and
dissolve. And: I found that very topical for my
conversation today.‘ Because I, myself, am a victin
of fear. Last night I didn't géet any sléep at all.
|as of 8:00 o'clock this morning, I was still
?contemplat{ng not tesgtifying today. And, T can
attribute that only to fear. I have relatives in the
middle east, and I fear retaliation against them for
political reasons for my testimony to you today.
There’s a number of things on our
copmunity's mind today. I'ééht to stgrt with talking

about what I find is a disturbing patterp of

activity. We talk about the stores and.thé merchants

F2

w
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1 in our business communi@f in Cleveland; éhinﬂand

2 throyghout the United States, you will £ind that Arab “

3 Americans are mainly small business people. They

4 have pur¥chased their businesses. they. are working 12

5 to 15 hours z day and, for the most part, are, share

& the same values ithat mgst other immigraﬁévccmmnnities

7 share, values of family., hard work and of‘pé&iégy

8 |realizing the American dredm. Unfortunately, as

5 :yeafs have progressed within the last*é&‘years, a
ig ;patt;ru of acti;iiy'has opened up and this battern of
i1 gctivity is in two phases.”. It harms my cnm%unity.
iz There's hate perpetrated %gainst ny community in an
13 overt sense, and thatls détailed in & great many

14 studies an&*reports:whiéh I will get inte later on
15 today. . ~J
16 | The overt sené% of course is traditional

17 :hate ctimes as t%e éusﬁfge Department‘ﬁeﬁineé it. and
18 ‘as others. #e talk about spray paintingigraffiti (0331
19 people’s houses and physical threats feo-individuals
£G and so forth. That's one agpect of what I want to

21 cover today. «But. another aspect of what I'@ like teo
22 cover today is a peortion of hate and a crime just aé “
23 | sinister gnd possibly more pervasive and that is a

. L
i .
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{covert crime that is-being committed against my

community. I planr on showing you particular cases.

‘Columbus, if I can start out with that, in 1987 in
Columbug, Chior. Columbus, liEe-QleVelgné, enijoys a
\great many recent immigfants who have opehed up
lgrocery stores in the iﬁger city» as well as other
emall merchant marts. 1In 1987, tbhere was & sting of

-

|our grocers, nothing new. We're hearing about that
o "

|today. The only thHing is it differs From today's

B3
sting. These are réprints from articles,- 1987, “The

lcolumbus Dispatch™. The headline says "State Tax

Official ties Palestinians to Exported Cash". What
thig‘was was, there was an investigative operation
3 7

lgoing on called the %rab Task Force. About & to 7

’ I

Families within the Columbus area, American citizens.
who owned businesses in Columbus, were being

investigated over a period of.time, unbeknowingst to

I3
»

( , ¥
them. And, this article was written when 147 federal
agents came down upon them in a very rapid, and in my

community's view, a very violent sweep to arrest

them, te selze their beléngings. And, the basis of

B
this arrest was tied to agcusations that they were

laundering Food &tamp money. And, this illegal cash
|3 A

- f
] AR
- *+

'

1
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was then being used to purchase armements to send

over specifically to the PLO and to cther terrorist

organizations in the middle east. 1It's not a story

“

thaet we haven't hezrd before. The Irish have told me

the same storv, cthers have told me similar ones.

There’s a story thet differs. though, in that such a

large secale operation against these people with a

great deal of public profilte: it was a military

w

operation; is what it was, . And, these people were

terrorized. But, what happened was, as we go forward

in the articles, we®ll see as the story plays out:

<2

|relatives deny moﬁey was sent to PLO. Relatives of

|the families ‘deny that any money was sent to the PLO.

And, don't you know it, back to the first-article,

|the state offic¢ial that mads these accusations

acknowledged in the first article, and I°11 guote,

1

“Buyer acknowledged, however, that the department can

‘produce no public doguments to back his claim.®  But

yet, such a wmassive operation was undertaken on the

basig ¢f this claim.

& »
r

As the inveéstigation unfolded and these

Y

'people were arrested, their lives were disrupted and

defamed in the community, their standing &% business
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people and their families and children, more stinging
questions were raiged. And, I want to just draw your

attention t¢ a few ¢ther articles here on this

‘particular case. Thig thing plays out finally in
|January 5th, 1287. A grocer admits guilt in food
3

stamp case. Gone is the accusation of .laundering

¥

|money to buy illegal arme. . Gone is the accusation to

B

fuel terrorism in the middle east. The wind up is

1this man sued one store owner out ¢of the 6 er 7 whée

were indicted and whese futures were ruined by their
action. ©One store owner was fined bv the Justice

Department $50.086. He had to make restitution of

1$560 for money that did not belong to him. That was

the extent of the entire illegal action against these

people. Well, thig was nonetheless embarrassing for

|those who had put”jgrward these accusations. B&and.

those people havgvléazge& by their experience and
'theyrare now smarter for it. Amd, I tell vou ‘today
that part of the fmotivatien of thé store 'eperations
'in Cleveland, OChio anélin elsevhere throughout the

X

country is motivateéd on these same kind of rumors.

Let's find the booagey man., let!s find the scapegoat,

let’s find the terrorist. It's guised in whatever

£

~ x
« w
¥
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:infraﬁtion at the time seems that we might bé able to
get these pecple on: But, the motivakisn is a
‘m;tivation that's tied to ethnic background, it's
tied to relicious backgreund. And, its definitely
ltied to political motivations as well. This Columbus
story teaches us a fct. It teaches us the nature of
the pattern of the agtivity. The force, the swift
force, the, prior te the forc¢e, the communication
with the media to let thém know everythiﬁg'thaﬁis
going on se that part -of the_ﬂegtructiOQ to my
community is actually ‘pérpetrated by defamdtion by
the media itself. At times. they’re being used as a
teel for political mobivation against my community.
Sipce 1987; here in Cleveland, Chio, in 1983
|we have had, I believe, 3 series of armed military
'stvle store raids, 2~to 3 seriés. I know that the
first serieé was once again this time the foreign
issuwes and the political and the e%ﬁnic issues never
entered into the case, it was strictly a matter <f
investigating food stamp fraud. 15 of our qrocers, I

2

believe, were,; they weﬁe come down upon by a

* ¥

combination of federal agents. Tobacco Firearms,

there's actually a combipation of grganizations that

o>

2
B
W
»
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are invelved, the FBL, but I hope to show ydu today
that the.government orgaﬁiiéticns that are actually
|perpetrating the harassment against my communitys

x

that's the end result of political pressure that is

communicy based, that we need to addresgss on a.,

% *

.
community level in forums such as this.

<«

' The government, my government.. the United

A
T

States has, no innate ax .to grind against my people.
» k

I know that. They are mereély acting to entrénched

interests in the communities where they're acting.

political interests that oppose my people for

political, religicus and €thnic reasons.
The second wave of the first wave:pf stores
¥

grocery store inspections and seiges, usually the
|pattern of agtivity ‘happens wheie police ceme in or

police autheority of some type, and it hagﬁyun the

1 4

gamut usually it's in- combination with 2 number of

authorities, they come in and they usually take all

‘'cashr &ll records. cash registers, they come din

armed. They come in asking for wheré the guns are.
Ed N : A
The customers are usually very afraid and. of courses

the workers mre all extremely afraid. These pecple

EEY

are hauled in. Usvally what happens is mafbe one;
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mavbe twe out of 15 owners, out of 15 families might

|be found to be implicated or might actnally ceme to

|being charged with usually & minor offense. usuaily a

(misdemeancor. I ¥read in the Commission On Civil
Rights, part of vour duties and your mission, it’s, I
believe, this falls intoc it. We're talking here
about the equal application 6f the process of law and
jwe feel that zmount of Zorce that‘énbeing used
against us is not egual, it's not balanced.

The secanﬁ,éime that the stores were invaded
here in Cleveland was just 2, 3 weeks acgoc on WIC
coupon fraud allégatigﬁst I beli;ve 10 rstores were
hit at that time, 10 to 15 stores omnce ggain were hit

i

at that time. Once again, an armed assault on the

stores by government authorities. Once again, the

'seme pattern of activitg;giayeé out heavily in the

média, much inflammatory rhetoric by the politicians

%

: )
{who want te use it, want to use racial issues for

¥
| their own golitical gain. Once'again,; indictments,

charges, almogt nothing. It's ridicunlens. One stone

v

|ewnér that "is supposed tc be here today, and T kncéw
'he has a tough time getting, somecne to watch his

|store, literally has worked very closély with the

i +

1
o »
I

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicagc, IL (31L2) 236-4984




249

1 ) Community Relations Department tofsmgaih any apgérentﬁ
2 friction between the Agricaﬁ Amer%gan cammuﬁ35§ énd‘v c
3 the Arab American coﬁmunity; ﬁe‘was ane ¢f the
4 grﬁce:s that was actuzlly accuééd of WIC fraud. I
5 |lunderstand that he*s open. He hasn't been charged.
6 T don't know of arvyone elsed g?at's ﬂ&é cpen*anﬁ
7 hasn't been charged, that xe;lly h;s beeh charged.
8 Once -again, a big hoopla; a greét deal of armed
‘9 intimidation by government agencies and government
i0 guthorities. 2 great dedl of scare instilled in our
11 community, not only the families «that were dirfectly
12 Jhit as a result of these things, but the greater
13 ‘co?munii% because we’fe all watching very closely.
14 ‘We~g0 to the same churches and mosdues. The.ﬁaﬁtern
i5 |continuves. Once agﬁ?n, ng»mentién o%‘thé niddle
1% {east. My political oppenents have learned well by
17 ‘the Columbus caseﬂﬁ"ihey‘ve lsa;neETthat 1%
18 yembaxrasSment sefveéanc rurpose to them. 8till, the
19 {Coemmunity Relations Department of the City of
20 Cleveland, an official éithin the pepagtﬂent who T
21 will hot name at ithis héariﬂg, had éoid‘mafagf the
22 record just withih the last 3 to 4 days that the
23 rumor is still’@ﬁt there. Part ¢f the mggivation

o
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pessibly comes from the Fear that my community is
|skimming cash from their businéss enterprises and
fueling a eonflict thousands of miles away from
America.

As I'wm sure you can tell by the sound of my
voice, I was born here. My parents were bornm here.
I'm of Lebanese extraction. HNy grandfather came here
when Epraham Lincoln was in office. I'm an American.
I!do not warnt a cgnflict from the other side of the
world to ruin my life, my Chiléren's life or my
community’s life. And, they can. The covert
activity, specifically the Anti Defamation Leacue of

‘the B'nai Brith has a history of 20 to 30 years of

gurveiling my community, systemically defaming my

community. And, at times, putting us into physical
danger. For decades the Anti~Defamation League of
the B'nai Brith has run a érivate nation wide spy

| network, a systematic long term, professicnally
crganized, poli%ical espiohage operation. complete
with informers, infiltrators., Wonev laundering codes.
names which are taping seécret reétinpgs.

While it's not unusual for private political

groups to gather information, the ADL spying is

¥
By

-
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|different. I%’s not only the scale which sets it

e »

apart, filés on 950 organimzations and nearly 10,000
ipdividuals, but, the focts of this ipnvestigatiomn.

+

The ADL spied op groups,which opposed stated goals,
as well as those/whidﬁzsﬁpparted it‘s'§%incip315@

More disturbing, bowever, is the leaguets:
T %

|collaboration with state,® federal and foreign
intelligence gathering entities. Their shating is

often confidential information and reésources =--

] b
w iy

confidential information and resources, and is not

» »

) ® 14 »,f - ¥ *
only illegal, but a violation Of trust, a threat to

w H

civil liberties and an infringement to the right of

privacy. .

+  The Znti Defamation League commonly
known as the ADL has a:lpﬂg standing public

reputation as opponent Ef,ﬁati~semitismw a defender
- ) B E]

of minority rights -and -2 proémoter of racial justice.

- In January} 1273, a less benién dimension of the ADL

13

surfaced. Ip San Francisco, newspapers broke the
4 Y,
story of a 24 vear police officer Tom Garérd who kept

compqtexize@ files on. thousands of Arab Americans 36
Arab organizations; Some of which I'm representing
here today. 33 anpti~apartheid organizations, 412

t]
! »

P

o d o

¥ i

>
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pinko organizations. 34% right wing organizations,
and, of course, 35 Skinhead organizations. Gerard
worked ¢losely with Roy Bullock a full~times
salaried, undercover invsestigater for the ADL for the
last 32 years. Bullock's reqprds were fven nore
extensive than Gerard's with files on 77 Arab
lorganizations, ﬁé?qy;nko and apti-apartheid
'organizations, he grouped those together,; 612 right
'wing organizations and 27 Skinhead organizations.
The spy network to which Gerard and Bullock belonged
is headguartered in tpe ADL"s MNew York office under
ADL Director of Fact Finding, Brwin Schul, and his
Deputy, Thomas Halperin. As the ieaque's chief west
‘coast undercover coperativeée, Bullock maintained
|numerouns contacts with 1a§‘enforcement and federal
officials, recruited informants ané werked with ADL
operatives in other cities. THe ADL, which has a $34
million annual budgét, has openly acknowledged
compiling the files on "extremistis hate groups®.
’Ané, supplying reports on them to law enforcement
acenices. Richard He%sﬁoff, Executive Director of

the ADL Centrdl pacifit Region, also admitted that

the ADL, I quote "THe ADL does keep files on Arab

% w

i
-

i

&

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4284



fi=3

%71

1g

11

iz

20

21

22

23

Z5

-

American Groups or individuald who espouse

lanti-Jewish views or take credit for anti-Jewish
acts®. Bullock and Gerard’s files, however, revealed

L

massive ADL operations directed not only against
right wing separatigts and anti-semetic groups. but
also hundreds of mainstream and progressive groups.
‘Included among the minerity, anti-azpattheid, ethnic,
pe&ée groups, religious, human rights and other
organizations and individeals, many ¢f which ADL
gshould have récgarded as allies in the struagle

against racism and bigotry. With the American Civil

-

Liberties Union, the Haticpal Lawyers Guild, the

NAACP, Rainbow Coalition. Greenpeace, Hother Jones.

- u
b

Jews For Jesus, Bmericans for Peace How, Itish
'ﬂoxthern Aid, Asian Law Cé%cqs, Act Up, United Autoc
Weorkers, the Board of Directors of Public Television
Stations KQER, Los Angeles Times, South Africa
‘Corresgpndent Scott Crafé; Representativé Nancy

-

'Poiocy, Democratic of California, Housge Arms Services
Committee, Chair Representative Ron Dellums. Democcrat
|ef California and former ‘representative Pete

¥

KcClosky. These are just a few of the files that

were contained by an investigation that has been

*

A

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS. Chicagb. IL (312) 236-4584



12
i3

14

1&

17

ig
20
21
22

23

254

going on since the beginning of this yvear in San

" »

Francisgo and in Log Angéles. Records were
subpoenaed f£rom the ADL cffices and popened, and these
|are some of the groups that files havg beenﬁkept on.
|Also named in the files were thousands of Arzsb
Emericans, many who fear théir namés were pasgsed onto
Israel intelligence agencies. These are Amagicans of
Arab decent. Potentially placing them in da;ger.
ADL has freguent and close contact with Israelil
officials and despite repeated denials, has been
jlinkeﬁ to the Eagaad. Already cone Arab American, a
U.S. citizen inciuded in Mr. Bullock's coemputer
‘£iles, has been arrested by Israeli autherities when
|he returned to the ¢ccupled territcriesf

In mid January, the ®"San Francisco Examiner®
began a series of Ffront page stories revealing the
San Prancisco Police Department officer Tom Gerard
vas secretiy supplying confidehti§1 data on thousands
of pecple to an agent of the ADL. On December 10th:
1992, the news report disclosed apth@rities,had
‘executed search warrants on Gerard's home, that an
| ADL operative, Ray Bullock, and on the San Francisco

-

and Los Angeles cffices of the ADL. Themﬁews hit the

¥

.
-
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‘bay area like a2 bomb shell. In fact. Bfillock and

Gerard had been under FBI investigation for more than

“

two years for selling infdrmation aboub

|lanti-apartheid agtivisis to South African dotvernment

agents. Gerard., 50, had been a member of the -San
Prancisco Pelice Department since 1968. He claims

that from 1582 to 1285, he took a 3 year leave of ﬁ’
3 1 [4
absence to serve the CIA in E1 Salvador, Honduras and

>

L3

Guatemalis s & bomb expert. After returning.to the ° ~
SFPD, where he served as 2 liason to the FBI.

Gerard approached the bay area chapiter of the Arab

American Apti-Discrimination Committee, cne of the

t

grobps that I'm here representing today. he offered

®

to lizse between the Arab American vommunity and the

police department, and to help with»security at the E

|&DC public fudctions. His cocllaberator, Foy Bullock,

,-/
a small time San Francisco art dealér, had provided
# :
13
information o an unpaid basis to the FBI. Bullock's

kY

investigation of the ADL went back ag far,as 1554 in

Indianapolis. Boy, that's pretky close to Cleveland.
»*

'In 1960, he moved to southern California and began

weorking fpr#thé ADL. Which forwarded copies of his

* L
* ES
q

written reports te it's Wew York headguarters.

s

“

[ - = i

& 4 Z
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to spy om Afab Awerican organizations and

n

around 1979, Bullock mowved to San Prancisco where in

5

1985, local ADL head Richard. Hershoff, introduced

3
v

him to Gerard, and the 2 wmen began to investigate

1

7

both right and left wing groups in the bay atea. One

-

of Bullock's chief assignients in San Franeisco was

g
bl

s

hY

%

individuals, espéecially the ABC, which he j¢ined in

March of T983. He was removed from the membership

> 1

rells in July of 1987 after it was discovered that he

W
was an ADL’ acent. In 1986, Gerard had intrgduced

Bullock te South African government agEnt%ﬂ Bullock

‘claims receiving $16,000 which he*Splithwith Gerard

in exchange for infermation on the local .
anti-apartheid folks and jourhalists. Gerard denies
that charge. Their rfelationship ¢ontinues after

Gerard was .reassigned in 1988 to the gang task force
N # ¢

within the SFPB. At t@iﬁ time, the pcli&e ©fficer
~intre&nmgﬁ Bullock to the-San Francisco police gffice

|0 the FBI.. Appdarenily, g0 that Bullock ceunld £ill

in the intelligehce gathering functioen the BFPD had
reliaguished. . Bullogk began feeding the FBI
information in exchange for access to theirx

o,

intelligenee files.

N
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&
In Movember 1880, when Police Chief Lewis
Catey shut down the, political surveillance unit and
'édopted nevw quidelines Iimitince surveillance, Gerard

should have destroyed fiis files. Instead, he entered

7.000 names inte his honie computer and transferred

L L

copies to Bullock. In 1990, Bullock and Gerard's ’
- 3 .

foreign entanglements on behalf of. the ADE appeared
to have precipitatedfip the FRI investigation. The

inguiry emphasized their coénhection to South Afrigan

:
|intelligence. And. the gaeththat several FBT reports
on Fhé nation of Islaﬁuwere missing from FBI files.
The police searched Bulladk, Gerard and the ADL
offices. By OHctober ;f31992, Gerard, Bulldck vere
|about to loese theiFécovers as the FBI passed its
intelligence abeout the twc-te-thefSFPDu and, the
|story began to Ffeak out. Gerard fled t¢é a house he
had been bﬁildiﬁglin a remote island in the
Philippines, which had no extradition treaty to the
U.S. Before leav%ﬁg? however,. he neglected to erase
his conputer., When auth;ritiES'searchéﬁ his houser
koth during the December 10th réidé& they found 7011

|£iles on individuals, including extensivée files on

San Francisco’s Arab American Community and Arab

4

x

3

©
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3 an

. v
4 o
o g

American activists frgm afngﬁ& the Béiteﬁ States.
Some igfermation originated with lawuenf¢rceﬁéniw 4
agencieé across the cdﬁnﬁﬁ& and centered on fund
‘raising for ?alestigéah groups.

l
i
3

Once againy I see

connections.

&

CHAIRMAN BMTTLE: Mr. Kasscuf, your time is

about cene minute fromibeing over. And, I'd
P - . .
appreciate it if yodu covld summarize for us.

I3

HMR. RASSOUF: Well, in summarys-what I say
‘to vou t&day is thése things sound f;r away. They're
‘on the west cost.s I guess the reason i'm & little
choked up is becauser, for me, they're not so far
'away. I have family members who have been defamed,
who have lost their businesses; whose familychas been
|caused great barm. <And, we believe in our community,
I'm telling you the belief is rampant, andg the-*a

' statements are here;tp bacik it up that this kind of

operation has been going on in this state in our

communities, and seems to me this is hate. Seems ta
me these are c¢rimes committed against people, And, I

e
s »

can tell you from perspnal experience, one feels
helpless and when one feels helpless, the next step
is degperation. We know what happens at that point.-

k3

~ —

i
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So. I come-ke this committee, looking for ’ :
oy

'help, looking for advige, looking for vaur knowledge

and your experience to come to bear on a problem
that’s very real to our tommunity. There's always

two sides to a story, and I*m sure you'll hear th;
other side. &nd, no matter what the otéér side saysy.
|this is a reazl grablem to our commﬁnity. And, I'm
telling vod we're at a ﬁesperate point, not just in
Cleveland, but nationally within the Arab American
community. We feel asrﬁhough there is:ﬁokhefe to
turn. We believe that ;pe pelice and that our %
government is being~man;pulated'by powerful ingérests

,
té ouwr detriment. I den’t want to be here. I hope
tc neveér be back here.

&

. CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank your ¥r. Kassouf.

a kS

‘Are there questions from committée mémbers?

MR. KASSOUF: z weuld be happy %enproviée
'any committee members with ﬁoégmentatien 46 back up
211 of the claims, as well as cross refefenced, cresé
referencing my complete statement.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thaﬂk you,

Mrs. Powless.Eirst, then:Br. Wilson.

M5. POWLESS: We've bheen hedking a lot in

e,
¥

2

»
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these last two davys abodt hate crimes like phygical

crimes and threats and cross birmings ahd that sort <

w

of thing. Do you have knowledge of those type of .
hate crimes that have been perpetrated against the

- L .
Arab community?

M#. EASSOUF: I have studies and lists and

T can rfead those to you until I'm blue in the face.

~
PR ~
S

s

But ¢ I’ﬁkgé;lihq you those things we krnow how to

Y .:4
handie. The ¥ar more dangerocus and the things that
‘is.drivgng my community te a far greater &égree'ef
jdesper;ticn are the things that I've discusséd to wyou
teday. If vou care ta, I can give yvou gepoggg from
our national organizdtion, just as the otﬁer

i A

organizations have produced reports, detailing ghe

r -

hate crimes. As a matter of fact, Maner Qasem is

‘ - 5 . - s 1 I . . ‘\.

going to gpecifically give vyou the hate ¢rimes
‘accerding to the Jusﬁfce Department standards that we

, . o { _ .
{have logged in Cleveland, Ohio alcne. They are guite

R -

numercus. In the last twe and a half years, 12 store.

owners lest their 1life to murder, not all of which -
, ;

lits very questionable whether robbery was a reéal

motive. In three of the cases, they were véry much

Y

‘alike, the MO on them. and they were very gruescme.

=

£

3 . = W

1
@ -
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|ehe most recent of which ‘was this vear. two this .

|vear, and I°'d like to Fust, if I might, show you an

example whether it be, conscious or unconscious at ;

« x

{times,; but monetheleds an exanple of where lav

L

enforcement could have saved a2 member of my’;
lcommunity’s 1ife., or possibly counld have apprehended
|the criminal who killed the member of my cempunityd

A

This was published in "The Plain Dealexr™ July 15th,.

1853, so itFSEpfetty recent. POfficers Fail to ID
sﬁspect. ~
CHATRMAN BATTLE: Sir, if vou would

[y

summarize the article rathér than reading it into the

Feb .
%o v

record, I'd apprediaté it.

[

MR. EASSQUF: I will be glad to. Officers

| E€ail to ID suspeci. Brab shopkeeper later shot and

|killed. what happened was a shopkeeper was getting & -

great deal of harassiient by ar individual. Police

came out and instead of geing thropgh &tandard

»

procedure, police procedure under a case 1ike this of

getting iden%iffeatien<ana finding out éﬁﬂrthe

(o 3 B

¥ . " .~
individual was, they warned him and chased himwm avay.

'The man came back later, or someone came back later:

and shot and killed him. 86, ves; we Have cur share

3

A
R
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i
5

. %

of graffiti walls and bmatings and killings. A young
|man that I went to high school with, he doesn't even
speak Arabic him and bis family had to hove from a

nice suburb of Columbkbia Statiocn at the end of 1981.

Sy,

The reason why was he was subject to racial 'sinrs and
eventually it got to the @oint of actual pﬁyéical

threats to his children. He moved from Columbia -
Station when the peclice and the prosecuters just

aidnft také it sericusly.

CH?IRHAN BATTLE: Dr. Wilsaen?

MR. WiLSOM: Yes, just a couple of .
gquestions. First of aXl, I-think any information you

have ¢on acts of personal wviolence or intimidation

*

| 2aainst Arab Americang bécause they are Arab

Americans would be welcome by the Commitiee. And

>

there is, I think; & period of time in which you can
| submit that information ipnto the record. The larger

picture that yeu‘hafe«painted.is a disturbing one.

If I understand you correctly, since the topic of

»
£

' this tommittee's meeting was hate crimes in Chio, thé

gist of your presentation on that subject is that

it's, in fact, the state and federal government that

'3
%

has been the chief perpetrator of hate crimes against

T
~

&
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drab Americans by”#ir%ﬁe of their actions taken

against Afab American store owners on false - .
B

%
pretenses. Is that a fair characterization of your
accusation?

~

MR. KASSOUF: Well, Mr. Wilson, I believe

that the government entities are ackting on

information passed to them by parties, in the view of

a great many people in our community. by parties who
oppose my commuhities on the basis of three things,

on the basis ©f wour sthnicity, on the baszis of our

| ;" . .
religious beliefs, and on the basis of our political

beliefg, These people don*t, do not, are noct

4

neceéssarily authorities in the federal gdOvernment.

They are membérs of the communmity, they're concerned

i ¥
! =

citizens. .
MR. WILSON: I did understand vou ¥p faulk,

for example. the ATF £or excessive force In its

LS
-

conduct toéwards Arab American suspedts, is that

*

scmething you wish teoe g6 on record on?

HR. BASSOUF: Yeg, sir, I do believe that
the government has shown a pattern of excessive Force
when it comes to matters of this sort against gur

community. I also know that since 1991, well over

W
4

P

- 0 o ey o . :
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200 Arab Bmericans have been interrogated by thée FBI

|&s to corinections with, terrorist orgapizations, only

5

[Eor one reason, because of their ethmicity. But, I
can tell veu that I believe in my qovernment, and I

believe that I can tell you that I believe that even

| the majeérity of loyal ADL supporters are not looking
for harm for my community and probably don*t even

know the extent of ackivities that ¢¢ on.
MR. WILSON ¢ Jugt one more guestion. HMay I?

5

CHAIRMAN BAT®LE: Sure. .

* MR. WILSOW: <Shank you. With respect teo
your views of €h§$ﬁataleast certain aspects of the

ADL and their conned¢¥ions around the dountry and

[internationally., you've made some rather serious. I
lthink; allegations, and ge'ze certainly not equipgped
to pass in judgment on that. Buty I would iik§ to
"ask you.this. hewevetr,ﬁxe«fﬁere not Arab American
organizatitns that monktor ‘the activities of

* ; *r *

‘political groups that oppose your interests: as vou

understand themj is fhat, I know you apprédiate these
s "y 8

| things? ? { . .
* BR. KASSOUF: ‘Sure. ' ‘
. MR. WILSON:  Are a ‘part of what it means to
o v ‘ o ? t ‘

I
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live in a freé country, and I can understand why you

»

migh¥ be concernéd with them, but they strike me as
|not ont of the ordinary, and things that

|erganizations have & .right to do in this cduntry.

L

The larger conspiratorial issue is that of- infent to

commit crime is a whole another catile of fish. But,

|there's certainly activities monitoring Arab American

|groups that the ADL might be hostile te the Jewish
interests doesnit striKE'ﬁe.as surprising or

preblemmatic. What®g yeur view of that?

ES

MR. EASSOUF: Well, I view that., in some
{instances, 'it's nek. But. in a great many instances

1it's not only my view, buf the view of the San

wt

Franc}scq city authorities, the view a% some members
of the Los Angeles authorities and the view of a
great many people Wha are currently pushing forward
Tnumeraus criminal charges implicating thé'ADL and the
members that I discusbed with you whd allegédly work
|£or the ADIL. Yes, we live in & society that's not

pristine and pure. And, usnfortunately; it's not a
X . *

‘Utopig. ,¥és, we must be wigilant to watch for the

potential danger against curselves, our FPamilies and

our greater community. But, I believe that amongst

-1

»
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well meaning people, there®s & line that’s drawn

r 1

that's not easgily confused. In this case, history

‘ e * b [, s,
will show that this line has been confused and the

4

view, blurred and that the pattern of activity is

H

¢ontinued for 20 ¢4 30 yvears. The leader.of one of

o

the groups that,.the president of.one ¢f the-groups

that I'm representing here today, Dr. James Sockby.

|pis office had been bombed. The offige chief of the

%

west coast ADC affice, Alex O'Day, hefWas}muzdered.

It's said that his murdurer is actually in réfuge in

{the State of Israel today. My peodple¢ have had hate

crimes perpetrated against them, and there is

‘documented evidence ét the diastice Depdrtment. James

Sockby has testified in fromt of this Commission in

A

Washington. B.C: A yéar and a half ago a peer of

mine had testified in front of this Comwigsion in

% 3oy

Detroit. -These are not new alléegations. What T'm

asking you teday dis to look intc them, is t¢ put some

€

. resources inte them. » I agsk vou this because I know

%

that each one of you, each and every ome of youn have
»

- = & o
shared nmy experience, mwy communiiy's experience at

¥

one poipt or amnﬁheﬁ in this countiy’s development.

‘These are not mew things. Hate has been around for -

k]

#

e ¥ N g = e
&
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‘by the Anti-Defamation League. I'm sure that the

the beginning of time. ’ - .
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mf. Teventh#&l? s

- MR. LEVENTHAL: Hr. Rassouf, as a member of

Wy
Y

this community, I think I can speak for all: the ‘
memhers of ‘the committee, we certainly sympathize

with vou. We've hedrd similar cases in-Cincinnati

|an@ there is no doubt that there have been hate

crimes committed against members of your ethnic

background, along with many others, and that's what

we're here for. But., I do think that we have to look

at the overall picture and perhaps some d¢f the

o -

‘allegaéions that you have made might be checked out a

“T

1ittle bit. I'm particplarly disturbed by-your :
saying that APL spied or has files da, for example,

the NAACP. * Wow, ADL pﬁbbagly has files on many

people; but the Questie? I ask, what arexéhese files

all about? Most majof §rgani2atisns celleé% news ..

¢iippings, reports on every majcr drdanization in

this countrv. Sor. it's one thing to say that there's

a file~that has been collecied, but it¥s ancther

thing to say that Greenpeace., HAACP had Been harmed

Ies

Anti-Defamation Leagque probably doeg have . files on

”

A
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| the Skinheads and White Arién Race. Angd, if they

¥

|were vour enemies, I think fthat vou one want an
organization like the Arab Discrimination Léague to

' have files or to colleet information. But, I just

wonder what vou,., what vou can say about the

Enti-Defamation League?s.keéping files, for example,

'on the NAACP. You nade the same statement. Is there

% L

.any documentation that it does NAACP 'any harm?

MR. KASSOUF: Yes. According to writer

Robert Friedman of the "VYillage Voice® puklished Hay

1lth, 19923, he writes over az 38 vear period, he

?

compiled computer files for the APL on 9,876

individuals and more than 950 groups of all political '

y *

types, including the NAACP: the Rainbow Cealition, v

the ACLU, the American Indian Movemenits, the Center
for Investigative Reporting. Pacifica. Act Up.

MR, LEVENTHALS: What were those files all

£

about? Were there speeches given by the head of the

NAACP or were they harmful £iles? !

MR.. XKASSOUF: . This is what T would hope you

| could help me with. Haybe °the Commission on Civil

Rights can help to make the recommendation that these

Y
% L3 4

3 : -] . Ny % ‘k' N S -
files &@re opene€d up for all td see, for all to know:

w

~
p

&
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becatse I know that in my comwmunity., what has
happened is a pattern of activity whereby law

enforcement agencies gain information. And, we have

B " - 0 P
heard testimony given prior by the ADL, Mr. Savren,

Ay

that they recularly share information, gain

information on ¢groips that could potentially harm

them £rom various law enforcement agencies, as well

trade information. This is not a practice that does

.|noty 1& not going on,; what I'm telling you isg that

» 3

|some of this informdtion is false informatiop. It's
3
|defamatory information and has resulted in impreper

|larrests. Tt has resulted in the loss of property =nd

potentially the loss of 1ife, reputation, civil

T

rights, political rights of an entire community in

P

-

‘tbis country. And, there's documénted cases of these

® %

#

What I'm telling you is that it's a °

g A

|part of a problem fhat?s'much .larger, but we kndw-as

‘reasonabie people that not the entire ADL is this

way, T call on this Committes to Initiate an effort

vy & w

[with the well meaning membérs of the ADL, with the

|well meaning members 6f thig Committee to investigate
¥ ¥

* b

these acconsations, to guell the fears In &y community

A

»
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%
3

to really find out what's happening because I can

{tell vou the desperation is to & point it's not the

hmerica I was taught we live in.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Kassouf, I'd certainly

1like to thank vou for your testimony before us today.

|And, we are now considerably over the time commitment

that we have a2llocated for this. But, I --

MR. RASSOUF: Thank you, Mr. Battle. Thank
vou, members.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We'll now move inte that
period that we have allocated for hearing the public.
And, i1f you've net already indicated your interests
in testifving before the Commitiee this morming,
wduld vou pleaSe”do £¢ with Mr. Min&?ik'SO that we

have a record of vour name and address and

organization, if you do represent one. ‘Thank you

|again., Mr. Kassouf. If you have information that you

can and would like teo deave with the Committee,

please feel free té do that.

As Dr. Wilson mentioned, the record -of this

-~

meeting will not be closed until September 13th. If
¥ou have other data that would tend to suppott your

testinony, we woiild welcome that td be included as a

2
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|part of the record also.

-

ME. RASSOUF: . I did indicate to Mr. Minarik

that HManar Qasem:; who ig also an activisgt in our

3
-

compunity, did want to make a presentation

4+

specifically about some of the Cleveland specific

‘hate crimes.
v * *
&

b

"CHAIRMAN BATTLE: We'll do that under the

pubklic¢ hearing porition.

1

CEAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank vou. KEr. Kassouf.
MR. MINARIK: Mr. Chair, I have Werner
Lange, Jduanita Helphrey, Cliff Haven from ADBL., Nick

> .

Qasem f£rom Arab American Action Committee.

4 CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Is that the order,

MR. MINARIK: gpd then, you ¢an take over
‘the list from there, if anybody elde --

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: You're in the seat, why
don't you ¢o nov. And, would you state your name and
,sPell your £ull -name, for the réporter, please?

” MANAR DASEM

My name is Manar Qasem, thét's M-a-n-a—r,

Tast name Q-a-s—e-m, and I'm representing Acgess

10hic, which is the Arab American Community Center for

Economic and Social Services in Ohio. Access Chio is

B »
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z

a non profit human service organization working

towards meeting the community's economic and social

needs. Access works to promote better understanding

»
-

lef Arab culture and intecgration of Arab Americans

into the mainstream of American life. ¥We believe in

'the dignity of the human being and reject 2ll forms

| of diserimination and work to its elimination.

In the past two vears of ocur existence,

gquite a few cases of discrimination have been

| reperted to Access from members of the Aral American

‘community. For the purpose of today's hearings; we
have used the Justice Departmenit’s description of

hate crimes to determine wihch of thesé& cases can be

clagsified as hate crimes. This definition states

that hate crimes are those that manifest evidence of

prejudice based on raceé., religion sexual orientation

or ethnicity. Such ¢rimes include aggravated

rassauit, simple assault, intimidation. arson., and

destruction, damage or vandallsm of property. In

accordance with thisg description, and to the best of

* o

our judgment today, I’m reporting those cases which

we feel fall under the afcrementioned description of
hate crimes. It's only my duty to convey they cases

B3

-
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as-they were reported té us as Access. For kthis

% »

7
reason, I cannot add or take avay from “gny of theg

information supplied to Access from -£lle victims

[invelved.
The fol¥owing are hate crimes which were '
‘repcrted to Bccess Ohio. The firgt. an Arab Americahn
§tuéent at Cleveland State University who’ﬁas
recognized as a Huslim because of a scarf she vears
on her head, Found a note in hsr book bag after
returning from the restroem whichrrea&r go back to
|your own country, we'll bomb you. This incident
occurred a few weeks after the bombinmg of the World

Trade Center in Rew York.

[
% n 2

Mumber 2, the windews of bthe Islamic Center

a

"

in Parma were broken. There's a nev mosgtie which is
being buillt in Parma; This incident also occurzed ’
after the bombing of the World Trace Center.

Number 3:; dn Jﬁé@‘ef 1393;'§% Arab American
whe works in the Flats was harassed:by the police
officer. The officer accused him of ‘starting a fight
| the night Bef@ré and thﬁeaté£g§=to ar;@st him. The
Arab American attempied to e¥plain he was not working

the night befqre. However, theée cfficer teontinued to

P o
-

s

:
N
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|in the Flats.

i

swear. at him and among other things, asked him what

| 4 » L . Y
do you Arabs do with, your money? The Arab Americah

went to the sergeant im the'Flats that evening and

%

told him abont the officer. The sergeant teld bim

=

net to worry about it he tcld him he would talk to

"

the officer. The efficer continued hig harassment

and the Arab American fears that if he makes an

" ®

official police report, the officeér in guestion will

M

become more hostile and this will affect his business

1

,,‘

Number 4, in March. 1993, an employee at
Educators Musiec refused to rent an instrument to ah

*

Arab Amerigan woman. The woman went to the law

4
W

department in the éiﬁy of Lakewood where she was teld

+

that .the refusal tp fgnt wAis not t@a business of thé

City of Lakewood., but must be settléd with the music“

‘store. . ’ .

Humber 5, on March 3rd; 1993, the Arab Women

o

<

Students Organization of Cleveéeland State reported

AF

that a student punched a Wholg in & banner made by

the- organization. BAccording te, the student’s

*

'handbooky this is congidered interitional destruction

of propertyv. ?hexﬁtuéent involved was taken to the

oy
J '
3

e

-

e
-
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judicia¥ board at Cleveland State. HéwgverQ Arab
|american students &t the University Fésr that there
] < o ks " ¥ )

E T

|ig growing anti-Arab septiments cn the campus.

“o

Number 6, in the 1922 school geaﬁ; the
agd '
General Union of Palestinian Students, as well as the

! 3 =

Arab Women Student Organization of Cleveland State

|University reportea_;hai,they had a banner hanging in

¥

> - 3 B L - iy ® . y I &
the University Center cage, which statéd "Spend $10
|billion on American schools, stop ajde to Israel®.

~ 3 .
This was part of ~the ‘campaign to halt the building of
|illegal} dettlements in the west bank.’ Two students
v ¢ e
+ o, 3
|attempted to remove the sign. They were approached
- " 3

Tby members ef the ;éé;niﬂéticn who t@em r;po:ted the
« r ":"'tr‘

incident to schoel cofficials. The University
|officials warned the students of the pénalties
invelved if the &ign were to be remq%éé; :Thé next
|day, the sign was miésiﬂﬁﬁ The'Unive;%iFy questiorned
members 6f some of the sch&ei oréaniiat%qﬁs abcuﬁgthe
‘sign, however, no furthétléffért was put inte the

s §
¥

CaSq. ¢

Number 7y students who.belong to the Arab -
Women Student associstion at Cleveland State

University werfe having an information table in a

. at

<

~

: ¥

»

. ) . i . .
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University Center cage ia the Spring of 19%2.. The

members noticed that the Cleveland State Police was

X

videotaping their event frofh several flodrs up.

| Sseveral organizations. set up information tables each

. x

day and it's not nerkal to ﬂavé them vidgeotaped.

‘Therefore, the students immediately went to the .

Y

| school 6fficials, The police told them that they

{were only trying to protect them. 'The studénts,
however, felt that they were being discriminated

=

against because if the officers were trying to

-

protect thém, tha?‘woulﬁ have wdrned theém of the

>

&
¥

taping ahead of time. .
The following, are, hate crimes whick are
documented in the 1296 AbC annual reportﬂ?g*pOIitical

'and hate viélence for the Cleveland area. 8-23-396,

the Cleveland "Plain Dealer® reported that an Arab

American family filed a lawsuit against their

‘neighbérg who had hardgsed and threaténed thenm
x * "

N
3

because 6f their naticnal crigin. The intidents
included the throwing of stink bombig in their yard at

11:30 8.m., torching the family's lawn and a steady

»

diet of threats. The familv was forced to sell their

+
A

home and move.

re

*
"
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The second one, 1-11-~91, thredteniug

telephone call, an Arab American ac%ﬁviét received a
|telephone call conéaining thig threat, "This is Joh;
‘frcm the Arian people. If any attacks &re made on

this country. vou §eapie are all geing to pay. éo you

understandg? ®

The third one, 1-9%-81, threatening teleaphone

call. An Arab American eémmunity center rereived a

*

|threatening phone call.

Hext, 1-10-91, threats, intimidation.
Semecne called an Arab.Ameridan community center

claiming to represented the Arian Psople and said, .

there are any attacks on this country. vou pacple arce

L3

going te die.
The next one 1~14-§ﬁ, threatening telephone

call. 2An Arab Bmericah activist received a
|lthreatening phone call after making a public
| statenent about the middlé east situation.

:ﬁn&; those are all of the documented cases.
CHAIRMAN éém?iﬂf Thank-you very much.
Mr. Lange, Hr. Werner Lange. welcome.

- ' ] WERNER LANGE

Thank you. Good morning. H®Y¥ name is Werner

-
A

-
»
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+

Lange, W-e-y-n-g~r. L—a-h-g-e. I work with area

| churches and I'm a locdl educator. I work

L3

specifically with the Interchurch Council of Greater
‘Cleveland; which is affiliated with some 700 area

Protestant ¢hurcheé: After the dramatic testimony -

this morning, I'm afraid that my comments may appear

" *

somevhat anti-climactic. T'm deeplyl&istufbeﬁ at the
revelations tHat Mr. ﬁ%ssouf has shared, and I~
encourage the committee to take those allegations
very seriounsly. Theg\hgve also brought many memngries
back to my mind that I -+haven't connected to any

| organized effort, but the only time in recent years
:that my life was ever threatéﬁed, it was because I .
'criticizea Israel, and it was by a JpPL group that
;represénted them531Vgs“Es sucli. The only time m%

| : 5
employment has béen threéatened directly was because

%

.

of various stances that I have taken as an American
citizen in the land of!the Eree against ocur paolicy of
supperting what I believe is injusticé abroad in the -
, N
middle east. BSgyr I believe that theﬁgpe§atiﬂns go
‘well beyonéd the Arab Ame¥ican community. Apparentlys

all American citigeris who exercise their First

2mendment rights in these capacities sometime orx
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“
&

aficther are victimized: It seems my purposée here
’toaay is to actually encourace a broadening of the
operations of this commitiee and the definitions
|ender which it cpefates. It's very clear. from
previousg tegtimony, that m%ngﬁtimes those who are
{authorized to fight criminals in lav enforcement
lactually be;ome~aaw breakers and becerie criminals.
|Those who allegedly'fight discriminaticn also
praétice discrimination. -Those occasionally who 'say
. .
they fight terrorism algo epgage in it. Crimes
motivated by hate‘tﬁme in many forms. Consider the
|erime, and sco do the criminals. WNeither the nature
|of the hate crime, nor the identity of the hate .
:criminals are alvays captured by current definitions,
[mind sets and stereotypes. I believe the previous
tgstimoﬁf cgave dramatic’and poiqnant witness to that

+

fact. Unfortunately, when , it comes te hate crimes

-
!

andg hate-criminalg; we tend -to fight the battles of
' the past rather than .the present. Typically

'portrQYed beﬁoré the public views when the tepic of
:hate crimes emerges are groups 1ikKe the KKK, the WAR,

the JDL and other Neo Nazi groups. As if the only

- “ . 3
victims of hate crimes are minorities and the only

Y

~

o
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+

perpetrators are descendents of former ethnic elites .
ﬁoften referred to incidentally as Caucasians, which
is based upon a te;m; o an DUtzigﬁt ratial nyth, and
we should dispense on that characterization for a
va5£ majority of people in this country. I suggest
we need to shift in focus te the present contexzt of
|vliolence always &emo;stréged by the previous
testimony if we, as & civilized society, are ever to
make significant yxogrésg against hate, hate crimes
and violekce. Yesterday, ﬁ?is Witchita physician, a
member of an occupatienal-elite, was:shot by hate. &
growing hate of his 1ega1,“%eﬁic&l funcéianw
Yestérday, a triadl opened in Los Angeles on the
beating,'b:utal beati;g‘éf Reginald Pennifig. a white
truck driver., another’victim of hate. Hate, I
sugoest to you,' dlsé keeps a former Cleveland
resident and a f?:mer U.S. citizen in an Israeli jail
‘after being exonerated cfrwa; crimeés he did not

commit. ALt the core of thé whole Jchn Demjamjuk

affair is hate; both institqtionlized and

3
13

individualized. & ‘blind hate and'rage which would

......

make otherwise reasonable persons in anh otherwise

réasonable government agenc¢y fabricate evidence.
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lagency and propelled, as dre 2ll witch hunts, by

| available to describe and prosecute them. These

commit fraud., seclude evidence, delude the public and

|tawvnch a character assassination campaign against a

rather vulnerab¥e individual with a heavy accent.

These are the things thet witch hunts, noct Nazi

hunts, are made out of. And, whatever else he might
have been or may even still be, John Demjanjuk is a
victim 6f a centemporary witch hunt, sanctioned by

high ranking officials shaped by a major goveranment

v

.

hate. I would encoukrage t@is Ccmmissién to add it's
voice of concern to those who will, that perhaps the
violations with which Mr. Demjanjuk is chargéed may
have been hired by other individuals in other
agencies and that, inﬂeeﬂ,ttyis man has had his civil

rights vioclated by the 0SI of the bDépartment of

%

|Justice. These victims of hate crimes I know do not

¥

fight theé convenient administrative categoyies -

categories, I weuld submit to vew, are increasingly

narrzow rather than broady and we should broaden tThem.

' I would ask you to add to yeur criteria of hate

2
crimes hate against people on the basis of class. on

the basis of their sorial ¢lass; on the basis of the

BEALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS; Chicago, IL (312) 236-4%84
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fact that they are poverty stricken. I say this

because everv day in this community and threughout

>

this country there are a massive groupwuﬁ_ﬁmericéns
who are denied basic rights and victimized by a form
of discrimination which threéatens their life and
‘undermines their health because of economic
discrimipation. Econemic discrimination against the

poor., which is legal. but immoral and I argue it's

algo motivated by the same mind set that motivates

all discrimination. contemnpt andéd hate. In this

particular ¢case, to low income Emericans. More

specifically and also very briefly, just open up a

|new topic all together, I refer to institutionalized

discriminatien in the Medicaid systems caused by

¥

institutionalized hate and contempt for Medicaid

patients, less than 50% of poor in this country are

-

‘covered by HMedicaid. And, fewer than 5% of

physicians, fewer than 5% of the physiciens

participate significantly in providing services,

‘health care mervices tc these paying customers. What

is the responsibility government acgencies have right
now in health ¢ere reform to.raise the level of

reimbursement te the physic¢ians. I doen’t think

*
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that's ¢ding to solve the problem. This ig a form of

s -

discrimination which is the same type of -
,ﬁiscxiﬁination that stopped restaurant owpers from

i
seEVing‘c;rtain customers éﬁ vestanrants, that
lstﬂppeﬁ municipal swimming pools from allowing
‘cﬁriain people to,come in fﬁ'swim. We're dealing
here with diécrimiha£ian'by service preoviders against
peoplé on the base of their income statuss on the
base of them beiﬁg”peoﬁle that eviééntlyiare not

velcome in certain offices. Bnd, I think we need to

|recoghize that for what- it is, a form of . .
. b ¥
discrimination. vt .
*

Pinally, since gou‘re'herﬁ in Clegveland., the
nome of the Cleveland Indidns, thé only team in the
American League that riﬁicyles ané openly w
ﬁiscrimina%és in éhat'rididulerana GOntemyﬁ;against
<an ethnic group, I wish to cail your attention to a

| @aily form of ethnic discrimination, of ethnic

-
s t
=

| @igecriminaticn, of ethnic intimidation, ridictdle,
. i Ed
contempt and. ip my view, a crime. A crime against

the dignity of a peeple and their ancient culture.

Az N
| ¢ ] " :i:& " ‘ﬂ:ﬁ, & - .
Tt's a crime that's played out every gingle day

during the slong baseball season. Chiéf Wahoo stands

ES

*1

%

N

w v

S
5
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v ;
.
alone among all the teams in the American league as a
w® e w3
. | symbol 6f ethnic ridicule. No other professicnal
' P S .

“t

‘baseball team in the American League has decided to

X . .
retain such an open vestige of discrimination ané

insult to the sacredness of any peoplé. Only in the

“ 5

| mational League do we cohe up with a close second

with the Atlantic Braves that decided to removée this
type of a logo and substitpte an unsatisfactory

tomahavk. - Some peeople trivialize this problem. Scme

o

- {pecple lgnore it. -Some people deéeny it. You. as
R ’ *

members of a Commission dealing with civil rights.

|1'm sure are aware of thé wellsprings of hate, of the

H

lwellsprings of prejudice ahd ridicule. ‘Hone of us

are born with thesg attitudes, with ‘these
¥

inclinations. It takes a culture of hate, it takes &

vulture culturé, it takes & culture addicted to

. A

* < oE ¥ " _ . - .-_"_ Q .« - 0 v ~.:' Iy M 4
prejudiae énd discrimination to inculcdte that mind

| set inmto the developing minds of children and yquth.L

I submit to wyon that within our na%i&gf because of

symbols like thi%, generation after generation of

fAmericans have had the fertile grounds set for a "
|mindset of ridicule. discriminatieﬂp énd hate. And. )

1 encourage you, aﬁvmembezs of this Commission, to

3 ( " | , KI‘
s

A
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try to correct the preoblem at its roots. Eliminate

lthose vestiges of racism which day in and day out .

poison the minds of our youth and continue the

laddiction that we have to ethnic ridicnle. I ask vou
{te join in the call of the religious leaders within
|this community to -alsc encourage the management of

|thig team to recogrize its failure and to please

x

correct it by entering the world of the future rather

than remeining ix this brutalizing world of the past.

Anéd, I thank you for your attention. BAnd, I
thank you for this opportunity to share these
thoughts with you.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank you, Mr. Lang.

Jduanita Helphrey.

MR. LANGE: Mr. Battle, may I share coples
of that statement with you?

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Certainly, thank yous

Will you spell your name, pleases

Helphrey, for the re&cord and give your address?

r

MS. BELDPHREY: Both names, Juanita,

%

J-u-a-n-i-t+-a, Juanita, Helphrey. H-e-l-p-h-r—e-y.

"I'm a two year resident ©f Ohio and not really inte

the historical and current statistics in teéerms of

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicagor, IL (312) 236-48%84
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| 0f the white community that surrounded our

=

hate crimes. That was part of my last job, which was
%d'

in Neorth Dakota. T was(thg Director of Indian, )
Affairs, a state government agency, and dealt with
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights at the Nagéh
Dakota Advisory Committee on various issues sucﬁ?as
you bring to Chio today. My purpaser T bélievé, in
deciding to?ceme before vou is, I guess it's
two—fold. One is I'm born and raised. real true
Native American Indian from the Fort Berthold Indian

Reservation in Neorth Dakota with the traditions and

culture that I wasg raised inh, as well as the culture

reservation. And, I brought that background and

carried that personality. that character with me to~

"

Ohio. Sd¢; my first purpose before you is as a Native

Americans

The second is that I carry the portfolic of
racial justice for the United Church Board for

+

Homeland Ministry, which is an agency of the United
Church ©f Christ. The national headguarters moved
‘here toicievelan& four yé%fs ago after a severzal year
‘battle or several year discussion across the nation

‘and at the General Senate of 1989 made the decision

o
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|to move to Cleveland. I'madeé the decision to leave a

L %

16-vear positien and camé to Cleveland, uprgcé myself
frem a long history with my own family and people to
| ‘ &
|expand my interests and my career in racial justice.
So, I work with all four racial. ethnic qEOUPS .
pecple of colory thé‘ﬁigpanic groups and the Nativé
Bmerican tribes; vari;us tribes both urban and

|reservation, The various Asiah people and alsc the

Black people,; So,".I'm expanding my knowledge.

’ I

However, I find & leot of eimilarities no matter where
vou live. This is & cqountry that has & long history

of immigration since 500 years ago. We were the

* oy «
El

| £irst people, and we gtill exist. That's the problem

that I deal with Esﬁayr igs people don®t remember us

except, as Native Amerigan people, except as from
history books and theit learning has been‘wréng.
History is written ‘fyom the perspective of the person
at the time, And, génerglle none of my people have

”

written hisktory. ‘Only currently have we been

| discussing ahd awthoring various topics of various

areas for tryifrg to unlearn and re-educate the
‘public. BSa, thefe's § lot yst.to be dene in that

areas since we've 3usﬁ begun. in the last twe decades

HALSELL ‘¢ HALSELL REPORTERS, €hicaco, IL
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S

¢ ¥

o o
| or se. and our work is just beainning to be analyzed.

5

 So, we are sort c¢f an.invisiPle longest residents of |

| America. Yet, the most invisible and, however, I can

-

| relate and so can ail ny petple relate to all the

 prob1em5 spffered by even the person that was before

Mr. Werner Lange fram\the Arab community. ‘
Sc, my purpose hefore you, I guess having

| explained the two purppses of my own tribal history

1an& my caréer ig to talk of a coupl%}uﬁ areas we —-

|well, I was going téd redlly exyanﬁ;a little whe;e

(Werner Lange has already. S¢, I won't reiterate, he
|dia a Very beauvtiful jeb 'in some of the presentations

that I was going to pf@viaé, gse I'11 skip that and oo

inte two areas alseo that haven't been mentioned, at

‘least to my Knowledge éne'is envircinmental racism

S

and the other is the archaeélogical,ar burials and
diggings of ancient ‘Burial grounds that occurs in

Ohio and other states. My people ¥ived all over

America and so all over America is gcing to be burial
®

sites and archaeological additicns have taken place.
Welre in all the museums éverywhere. §Hy people have
. s i - w"“‘d i 3

a belief ané this is ceommon that there are 200 =ome

tribes, close ta 300 and there's & common belief

<

-

i

£

a
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~
19 Fad

amongst most of them that until the bones go baék to
mother earth, tc the dirt, there's géing to be

lenrest. And. my people believe that the problems we
continue te face and face today, which is across all

social and economic areasy, is because of the wnrest

|ef our spirit of people. There was a beliéf of
returning the bones to mother earth is one th;t keeps

|us moving to the ‘@irection of resolution of the .

:problemw We have tried. to 'get legislation in various
states. I fought an & year battle in North Dakota teo
finally get some protective legislation. ©hio is .
just Beginning the battle. There are some

legislative people whe will and are submitting

legislation that will #mend curreant laws or will add

| new ilaws that will help us return our people to

-t

mother earth., ThatVs ope areag I think is a very

&

discriminatory aresa. ThHey are, people do not listen

i

i 5 ) N
o our beliéfs. People dp not attempt to understand.

and that I8 typical of all kinds ¢f areasy the not

ligsteninag. Seo, in terms ©f the environmenty T have

traveled a lot in my present job and ¥isitgd places

that are blgkantly discriminating against the low

‘income people as was brought by Werner Lange. And,
1

L4
4
K . "

oy

1
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| the most current place I visited this spring was neax
J . L. . oF
tlanﬁa Gh where therelfs extreme environmental racism

where /we went, through a -community of Black peoplée who

everygother house we put a black ribbon because of

.death’ according to the environment surrounding, death
} ”

from cancer., death from Lupus disease, death from .

brain problem, brain tumers and lung probléms and

o
-~

that's environmental racism that's ¢oing on every
N

| day. And, it brings to ming hamgggwé%i@sb people
”believé themselves because we are coﬂ%itffiéﬂ to
believé we are pewerless, It bgings to mind the fact
that the laws are basically maﬁé{bg people of
‘ ? ~
|'Buropean backorgound and that people such &s mysell
were represented ih Congress by onefNafive American
‘whe is Senator Ben Khiéht Esrse1Campbeliqn Gétting
| inte the structure ahd system with our voting power
”is very difficult. What we attempt to dos which was
| brought forth teo you by Werner Lange. whe is not of
. y ,
Ry racer but is very purposeful in defining racism
through the use of negative stereotypes and labeling,
we have to get people like him agd others to

understand and believe anpd follow our cause angd

support us. That's how we win these kinds, of

LY
3
! 1

*

¢
L
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battles, v

8o, the third area that I was going to talk
besides environmental and archaeoclogital conditions
wvas the issue of negative sterectypes and labeling.
lTt11 jhst briefly reiterate my feelingslwhich are
conmon to Mr. Langg‘s, in that that’s a form of
racism that's so extreme that people don't see it.
they doq't feel it, they don't comprehend it. And,
therefore, they don’t: aren't willing to understand

L

it and arén't willing to listen.

&

That®s the big
problem, the unwillingness to listen.
The two years that Ifve been here,

brought a resclution tc the same floor that made the

move to Cleveland to &sk that our people of the

¥

United Chtrch of Christ help us, the Native American
Christians that are in the church to fight this
battle of negative imagery. negative stereotypes and
- labelino. :
the Cleveland Indian managers as soon as the
' resoclution was passed in Juyne of 19%1. Since then,
there has been a recent move by the owner of

| Cleveland Indians as of June of‘1993, which is two

vears later, after a lotr of discussion and a lot of

o

my church

And, we came ‘to the home base and met with

v
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déemonstrations and a lot of educational material,

passed out, including a video that we made called

People not Mascots. BAnd, the owner just released a

' press release Etatiég that the fans want the Chief
Wahoo té'exist andy therefore, Chief Wahoc will be
retained. That didn't stop our purposes and geals.
We continued with our believe that we will get encugh
pecple iq*understa;d that we will make the change in

the future. 50, We go on with that. But., it does

.

tell you what we're facing in terms of racism, HMost

»

of our Iow income people can't even afford to ge to

‘the ball games. So, most of the people that go are
not people of color. I have been on thé front line,

se to speak, and have been the receiver of a lot of

-

blatant remarks such as; go back to the reservation,

det a life, how darxe vou come te our community, an
U
outsider, who has bought a home in Cléveland Heights,

how dare you come to our community and attack our

h

poor Chief Wahoo and on and on and on. I have had

‘brochures knocked from my hand as we try -- our

' demonstrations have been pon viclent and, in fact.

&

most of the time we say nothing, we just hand out the

3

information. ¥We have demonstrated in other

¥
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{communities who have racist names such as Washington
Redskins and Atlanta Braves, Kansas City Chiefs.
|1But, the point behipd all ¢f that is the fans who

b
£

blatantly on television ar€ seen as pro supporters of

L

racism buy theirzgctidﬁs, by their actions. And:

ut,'x

what we and pecple in leadership positions such as I
‘have, are attempting to de'is to set a new tone for

our young péoplé'because I have discovered in all my

years of werklnn OTt dzscrlmlhatory issues,

5L50r1m1naL101 issues and nxejualces, bigotry and so

i

on that I cannot chanqe attitudes, baszcallyi of
Ipeople that have alreaﬂy fOLmulatea in thclr mind,

they have mind setg. But, we can,‘anﬂ T have already

+

in the Cleveland area, changed the attitudes o6f the

~

young people. They have fresh new grasp. They're
w11111q, they‘re open, they re honest and“that's not
the mode of the general @ubllc that are already in a
jmina set. 8o, ié*s,my purpese and Qegg that I will
lge able tor in what little way thatxlgdén, the life

gpan that I have and the caresr Sp&ﬂw{hﬁt I ‘have,
work on attitudes with our young peopl% because my

¥, 1
‘people ‘have suffered for 580 years- and "that's not an

¢

- B

erroneous statement. I could have, we could have

-

- — "

sy
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prepared those that have immigrated here if we had
been able tﬁ'have sit down convérsaticons with tho§e

: |groupings fhat to come to America is not &ll that

|great because if people have net changed ﬁheir
attitudes about my people‘whe have always lived heres

they®re not going to change their attitudes about the

nevw people goming in.- And even today, as immigrants

come across the waters, you can see ‘the rejectien,
L

rejection and the attitudes and the racism come out

in the media znd s0 on.. So, the end result: I guess,

] s

is that I concur with Mr. Lange's statement in that

?

» & o
this defining hate is going further than the visible.

'You have to go.teo the invigible. ‘

-

Defining ¢rimes, you have to remember that

mainly in this political sentiment in America, most

> #

lays are made by peopl€ who are not of other racial

]

ethnic background like myself, Native Aﬁeriqﬁnr Bldck
person. Bsian person or 3 Hispanic background person.
iTﬁey‘re made by mainly the white middle class or
better than middle class citigén. Even in the state
gover%ment where we don't, again. have ady political
| access because of how our geservatioﬁs are scattered

-

‘and isolated. And, actually, in some c¢ases, almost

| 294

«

n

¥

z» =

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL _ (312) 236~4984




15
16
17

i8

22

23

- S - _ < 295

ipaccessible. Sor if you 106k at that kind of

pattern of getting people into various dff}ces“aﬁ&

|state, local state and federal governments, then. you

lknowy, and inte supreme couit systems and all court
. ks [N
system and on and on, that we have no accesas

therefore, we haven't had input intc what is actually

c¢rime, is 8 crime. Is it a crimé to be blatantly
prejiudiced against our culture. or to blatd@ntly

&
2

mispise oty rgligioug artifacts and so on? Is it a
|crime to put éur bones intoe the state historical

|secieties and inte the museums and all of that?

kY

These aren't defined by us, by our peoplé who would

have, if they had acdceis or if they haven't been
~ R
3 . ) . % o I
conditicned to believe that we weren't as geod as

B4
|Johtt Doe, Jane Do€ citizgns of the country, those

crimes, the definitions of ¢rimes would have bheen far

more internalized intce how we feel and into the

ky -

humanness of who we are.
CHATRMAN ;BATTLE: MS. —-

MS. HELPHREY:  Anyway, thank you.
P M *
CHAfRMAM BATTLE: I was going ¥e ask that
i ¥ &
vou summarize because we o have otlier proceedings.
s MS. HELPHREY: i'n dones, I was Wrapping ;p

w
r
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|with that last statement.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank yvou very much for
being with us today and yesterday.

MS. HELPHREY: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: HNr. Savr%ng C1liff Savren?

 CLIFF SAVREN

Thank yzu, Mr. Chairman. I appreéiate
the epportunity to be back, here today.

CEATRMAN BATTLE: Certainly.

HR. SAVREN: I must tell you it's with some
4hg§itancy, but obviously as Regional Difector of the
Anti-Defamation League, some allegations were made by
CMr; Kassouf that were peiterated by Hr. Lange; and I
felt merited a response. I gay with some hesitancy
because I think that ﬁhey&re really well beyond the
inguiry of this panel in dealing with:hate crime'i&
'Ohio. ©n the oéher hand; as a publE; forum, T think
‘that it's important to correct the record and to say,
'first of ali, the vietiﬁizatinn of Arab Bmerican and
‘anti~Ara£ hate crime in this couniry is absolutely a
legitimate area cf goncern and one that we, as an

organization,  have alsc had concerns about. I would

point out, fog example, that at the cutset cf the

I

T T
b " oy
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¥ oa)

Gulf War: we had somé conderns about FBI"kargeting of

Arab American community members and cautioned the FBI °
% ¥
“ hw "
against investigating pegplé based on ethmnic or

o

national- origin rather than-based on actmal suspicion

+

©f illegal:activity. 8o, there certainly is.a

¥ w

|legitimate concern as it relates to anti-Arabk hate

:

crime and anti-Araly feeling in this country.

What T would certainly svoggest is not

legitimate, :is concérns expressed regarding what are:
o k)

o

i)

»

in fact, ADL'S democratically protected jexercise of"
pelitical activity+ in a £ree society. BAnd,

time doesn't permit going through all of

¥

obviously.
. - I}
the details point by poimt, responding to what Hr.

Kassouf had to say, But I think that there were some
major unfair allegationg that I'd like to deal with.

And, I should started hy s@ying that the ADL has an -

.80 vear prougd histeory as a ¢ivil rights organizatien,
and that history is ro less proud to&ay-thég it was

¥

at ADL's founding many years ago. ands i shenld alsc
point out, as vou're well awarer that we were founded

by theB'nai Brith fraternal organization, a Jewish

ry

crganization based in a Jewish communitys

specifically have a pro Israel organizational
) ¥

N ¥

A

58
i
¥
&
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platform and are very active in asserting Israeli's

&
-

¥

rig ht to live in secu11ty and peace in the mlédle

. L

gast. As park of that agenda, and iﬁ*emerciae of our
|democratic rlght&;,me égs in f£act, keep in mind the
statements and acgtivitieg, of peaple~wgg would hold

Contrary views as it relates to the middle east, and

specifically Arab American .groups that may hold anti
 Israel views and condyct anti Israeli golitical
activity. It showld geriainly come as no surprise to

this panel that %hat's the case. I would make a

Yo

ai stiti ction, theugh; and that is between any guarrel

| thatr we may have with individuals in the Brab

w . » " - = ' A . . -
American communities as it, relates to foreign policy
and domestic pelicy.

‘We have absolutely no quarrel with the Arab

» W "

+ - .y = R ]
 Amerdican comnunlty as it relates to domestic pellcy,

. R

And, as =z matkter o¢f fact, I would even second some of
| the concerns expressed about victimization of Arab

¥
”~ "

Amrericans as Arab American domesticalliy-

A lgt of Gther dllegations were made which

aré really entirely unfair. The allegation, %or
example. about ADL keeping files on -other

organizations. The ACLU is méptianed, the NAACP was

s
¥ - N

-

hdd

s
“ b4
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mentioned. - And, I can gell you, as the HEgioﬁa;_
Director of ADL, that we work very closely with the
ACLU. I can also™tell you that as it relates to the

NBACP. @ven since the supposed allegatiéns that Mr.

-

|Fassouf talked abouky the"NAACP and ADL announced a
‘joiﬁt effort nationall¥ to combat hate crime and
'bigétry. S¢, that the ﬁilegaﬁicng that have' been
.m&&ﬁ; lxthinkf wéuld be very, ate really inconsistent

|with our natidénal efforts with these organizations.,.

As it relates to providing information to foreign
o *

autherities, I can tell vou categoricgally that we do
|not provide any such infefmation to foreign

|authorities. But we do, in fact, research the right
b
| to moniter anti~Israeil political dectivity in this

country in furtherance of our commitment &6 assure

|Israel's right to.exist in peace and sequrity in the

|middle east. . i

3
As it relates to, there are a couple of

specific allecations that I alsc want to relate tos

oA

specifically. Mr. Kasgouf made mentidn 6f the fact
that city authorities in Sam Franciscy were pushing

for numeréus criminal charges ag@inst the ADL. But.
what he neglected to tell you is, in faect. not a

[3

L4

L4
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tingle criminal charge has been filed against ADL in
| san Francisde or Les Bngeles or anywhere elge in the

countiy &s it relatés to this, the acéivitieﬁ that

Y
Hr. Kassouf was talking about.

-

And then, finally, I just have to make a

-’ a

couple of brief pmi%tg ags it yelstes to Mr. Langd's
fcommentq. First of allg @e que reference to JIDL the
Jewish pefense League .and ADL almest in one breéthp
And, without getting into the activities of JDL; I
.WOuldn‘t éﬁnt it left, there seemed t; have been the

[implication,-although I acknowledge that he didn't

: . . ‘
| state so specifically, but, that someHow the

s L4

activities of these two organizations, are in any way

linked ahd they certainly are not.
3" ) . - . D - ¢ 3 S
- 'Bnd. the Demjamjuk case is certainly well

beyond the scope of this hearing, but I would just

&

say that teo leave stanfiﬁg.the allpgatien that

| Demjamjuk was a victim of a covernment witch hunt

T

propelled by hate, &nd ‘thiat. somehow there's an

IS

example of government sgpohsored hate, I think belies

‘even the findings ©f the §th Circuit Special Haster
” .
, .

. . . "‘\A , 5 % - . . p
in this case, an indepefident observer, Judge Thomas

. - 360
= T g -
¢ 4
ETN >
. S
* © # o
Ay I \

L] . ¢
Weisman, who found substantial evideénce that
» %
qr ? L.n'v’ a I
",F'” - , E;
v - .
" 1 W

]

BALSELL & HALSEELL REPORTERS, CHicago, IL (31Z) 23649824



e

12
i3
14

i5
16

18
ig
20
21
22

23

301

=

Demjamjuk was a war criminal. So. te make someone

|against whom there's gubstantial evidence as & Hazi
; o o . P 2 o
war criminal inhto mome kind of victim of modern day

Nazism or scmethiﬂg'cf the kind, 1 think is something
that sheuld not be Left unanswered.

I appreciate the opportunity to have made i
this response. Aand, 1f you haVE,anyAquestionsr I
xwoulé certainly éelcome them.
CHATRMAN BATTLE: Thank you very much. Fr.

Savrepn.

¥Nick Qasem?

&
o

Good mornina. Will you spell ycér fuill
|pame, for the record?
NICK QUASEM

N-i-c~ks; Q-a-s—e=m, last name., Befdre I
starty T would like teo clarify something. Dr.- Wilson
asked a qqestion, I don't kﬁbw if it was ansvered or
not. Do we keep, 46 we monitor the ADL activity. you
.asked that questién?

¥R. WILSOW: Do yvou monitor the activities
of eother organizationsg tﬁat may be hostile &0 your

organization? :

MR. QASEM: I would like that guestion, I

[

E-
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i 12

don't think that was answéred. To answer that

¢ " *

- . . N . ‘L:.: . oL Lo .
Yuestion, we are here in this country to monitdr the

<

living of our kids, but we monitor what's gding on

not monitor any other

back home, while we do
) o

organizatigns. .

“

MR. WILSON:, Well, the réason I asked the
|gquestion is that the‘ather gentleman seem&d to have

lextensive knowledge of ADL concerns in San Francisce

and around the country.. So, I assume that he, at
|least ‘pérgonally, is very interested in ApL 7

activities, if not his- organization? i
»,
"MR. QASEM: That was published in all the
newspapers. Ahybody can pick up that' information and

<

¥r., Raymond Levenéhal, when you called like Wr.
Kas;;yf;yaur ethnicedleg I really didn’*t 1like* that
comment. Ii'm an ﬁméridanb

. ‘ﬁé, Lgvan?éﬁbg I apolagize.,

HMR. QASEM: I know where you're coming

4

a

3

from. ~

I 2

MR. LEVENTHAL: I was 1omkiné for a word.

»

What word would yeou suggeéest rhat we use? 'Could you

¥

give me the proper werd to use, pleasé?

KR. QASEM: ° Arab American.

- 3

>

o
1 ERS % 5
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MR. LEVENEHAL:" Okay, thank yob. Sorry.
MR. QASEK: I'm proud to be an Arab. I'm
‘proud to be an A@Ericén¢

Now, I would like to discuss that ADL and

“ =

Cleveland because I don't want to discuss San
Francisco. we are in Cleveland and we disocuss

Cleveland. I wasn't goinag to discuss that. but since

®

the centléman-just admit now spvying for the State of
Missouri ¢n ‘'us when he may ves, we do monitor

political stateéments and people opposing te the State

of Igrael, that means spying on‘Arab Americans and

. .
Arab Americah groupi.  We thought in America you

¥

could speak your mind. You could, there's a freedom
&f speech and thé government do not moniter whatever

you say. You speak you're mind. You defend your

heritage. If you Black, you defend South Africa, the

Black pecple in South Afriga. If you're Arab. you

|defend the Arab'pégpl% in the middle east. But, you
‘don*t spy on other people. You dgn't keep guiet and

“

gtatement, and he just admifted that in Lleveland.

* "5

i

What's gding on in Cleveland? Before Arab

‘Americans got involved in the political arenar that's

&,

'Bmerican political arena, get invelved in elsctions.

FAa)

¥
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lobbyinag, nobody was paying attention and Arab
“y d,

Americans were harassed and harassed and harassed on

2 Géily basis. But, when we got invelved as Arab
American Action é;mmi%tee start taI;iﬁg to
‘politicians, working with politicians, telling them
|ouzx péint of views, we have éée that attack f£rom the
ADL on a daily basis from Habaad and the ADL and that
|1ink us back ﬁcgthe Staté of Missouri. Two of our
Americans,hnew oné of them. is ip j&@il in the State
of Missouri, and the other oné is deported to
southern Lebanon with & 400 pdlestinian Muslims who
jwere deportéd. Who passed this inférmaticn that
Sthese people were activists in the State in Ohio?

The ADL passed thag information to the State of
#iigsouri, and when they wént bhack home to visit their

~

wives, they got afrested. One was deported to
" F:3 K
What.

o N Aé - - » oo * w
scouthern Lebanon., and the other one ig in jail.

if our government. the linkage is like this, you have
' Mahid Habaad has the money and politicians do

whatever and how much foney they' get. This is the

American politics. One man is deportad in southern

-

Lebanon and he's Arab Americans hé's an American  °
citizen. What are our government doing about it?

LY
s

-

3

2
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Sammy Stein. anlﬁraﬁ Amer%bah wheo was born here, he
‘went to visit; his father died and he went to attend
the funeral of his father. He vas arrested for orne
|year in the State of Missouri. Why? Because he was
“activg, a student asctivist speaking out on behalf of

the Palestinians. He spent one year in the State of

Missouri in a pri;oh. So,'wh% is leaking this
information? 1Ig it gur goverpment, is it the ADL Who
ig doing it? TMNow, we see the City of Cleveland with
chief of poliée raiding ArabfAmerican stores, no
defendina criminal activities in these siores. Yes,
thege's Criminal activities in these stores. Buk, if
lit's a federal Czimgr federal agencies should take
care of that crime, not the Cleveland police.
Election is near and we see the city going full force
against Arab Americans. Why? Because Arab Americans
|in 1988 ;dpporting‘ggya; ¥iké White fipamcially with
manpower. At the tim%p nobddy looked at him. The »
. .
Abeginning'bf the primary. he doésn't have no money to
go on ty. The Arab Americans stocod by him, suppoerted
‘him, he won. Nowy he;éoesﬁ‘t need Arab Americans 1#o

‘more. He .got Sam Miller from Ford Citv with his

millions. and we know who is Sam Miller. So, naov,

“ s e

. ,
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the attack financially and ecanomically on Arab
‘Americans, especially Palestinians. why? We heard
Pregident Bush saying he's not against the Iragl

people, he's not against the Zrab peoplé, he's

ot

against Sadaam Hussein. ‘Where ig Sadaam Bussein now?
& -

. i !
|He's still the Presidepnt of frag who lost the peoples

-

|£he Palestiniap péople in Kuwait. EKuwait depozted

1400000 Palestinians. W%Why? To cripple the
Palestinian uprising in Palestine. They want to

cripple the Palestiniang outgide fénéncially, 84y
they could gripp}é the é?xising so people would say -
' g

L3

nothing abgut what they are doing, the men gre doing
to the women and children in cccupied hands. But,
|uprising still §0;pg§onm Row. they want to cripple

thg”?hiestin;&né %n the-énite& States finangially.

| Thinking that the ué;ising gets it's ﬁonej from us.
;It de not. The uprising, th&1uprising“going on, I
was therer i éisited, I éiﬁn‘é give them po money,
but the childrén of Palestine, they want liberty and
freedon, jus% like the children of the United States.

S8e. what's going on here is crippling the

Palegtiniang finangially. using high 1eve1

£

politicians, ¢reating agousation every day against
1 ,:;j 4 . ‘:}
Ea ¢
- - 5 . .k‘
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* lactivities? 1I'1i stay home, I'1l stay in Jordan or

‘ 4 _.307

our copmunity. I weht to Jordan two meonths ago,
oo > ’

|¥ou're an Bmerican, yeu're Hot treated good oversees
lin Arab countries because ydu'lre an Zmerican. You're
not treated good hére because yvou're an Arah., Sdg

where the heck are we going t¢ go?
My childrer, she was born hsre, raised here,

went to’qcliege here. The other one, she was born

. £

s

here., ¥aiséd here during the Gulf War., go back home,
where 1ls she going £o go? She was bdrn here. The

FBI comes o my-house, I wasn’t home, they give their

card to my 6 yvears old éaﬁghtar; I came home, she's
cryving, FBI wants youv., T called the man, I said why
|6id you, you knew,.if I come to yewr housey kids here

with the FBI on tv, yvou know, theéy come for terrerist

N %

enly. Why are vou dﬁllingamef What do you want?

Why did yeu not, vlike I'm not home. Just wait gntil
I come home. He said.no, T jyst want to ask you if

H w
you know any terporist activitiess Do I have fo know

if I'm going to be invelved with terrorist

Palestine, Iaﬁ hére in the states. Ancther thing,

therefs a war in this, country against Muslims, and

who is carrying that war, the Israeli, inteliigence.

A )

*

F

x
*

o
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The quptgan intelligence and our government. Hr.
Mchammed whatever his name., the guy who bombed the
building in Hew York, what ha&penea on him, who
financed him? T ¢alled for hanging of these Huslims
if they are real Muli&éﬂ they‘re not. Buty ;ﬁey have
created all this té attack the Muslims because Islam
is a true religiocn and spfea§ing in this country.
|Why? Because it deals with everything. equality. It
deals with local aides.

I just want to discuss this one peint.
HMusiims, a ﬁuslimﬁwcmaﬁ cannot go to bed unless’ she's
imarrie&. She stays virgin until she%s married. &
vﬁusltm man cannot do that;ieither., S¢, no disease.
So, Iglam deals with all these things from A to Z.
Nobody wants to see trile’Islam spread in this
country. Sor We carry on our war against Islam by

+

creating these bombings. Those people whe were

&

making the bombh. why den’t We see what happened to
them? Just go down to the rogt of this problem and

see Muslim Center bhere in Cleveland, they break the

"

|alasses, the wipdows. W®Why isn‘t relicion. freedom of

reiigion, in-thig country supposed to be freedom cf
§

| religion, so why we creating & war adainst Islam?

4

. )
o 2
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|Wwhy we creating a wat against Arabs? Are we linking

K3 -

Muslims to Iran?. Woy most of Muslims heré are

lasecendents,; they'ré not Shiite. Seo, why all this

|hate because the ADL and BBAC (ph) see that the
|BFuslins and Arabs start working through the systém.
They have. They'1ll open the evyes of the Bmerican i

public on what's right and what's wreng.
I'm really-disappointedf beczuse, with Mr..

the just adnitted siow:, I don't know what®s His last

As

name, Cliff, ‘that the ADL spying for the State of

israel. Andes the case of Hy. Demjamjuk., why we not

allowed to discuss the case of him? He's a
|Clevelander; hé'sg;an auto worker and the Israelil

court didn't Ffind nothing on him. "“They used the case

of Demjamjuk now —- . 2

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Mr. Qasem, would you
|please summariZe? I suspect that weé havé a couple of

ES

nore people and welre rapidly approaching the

|adjournment -¢f this session. We'd like te hear as
+

much as we could?.
MR. QASEM: I just Want to finigh this

point.
1

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: , Do it quickly. please?

S 2
o
-
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MR. QASEM:  The case of Kr. -Demjamjuk have
been used to cover up the cfimes of Tsrael in the
west bank. Thank vou. ’

CHAIRMAN  BATTLE: Thank you very mqeh,

#r. Mindrik, do we have others? Are there
others? Itve seenﬁcthers from the community. Yes,
sir? Would you take a seat and spell your first and
last nawe. for the reccrd for us, please?

CUSAHA AWAD

My name is Ousama Awad. O-u—s—a-m—-a last
name A-w—-a—d. *

Ladies and gentlemen of tpe paneil, I'm
really compelled to thank vou for giving us a chance
to talk to you. "I'm nét gciné to repeat what my
.cclleagues said. When I i&rst came te ﬁh}sucauntry,
jI vas coming to join the American dream. That dream

L]

that I read about in books ané seen in movies. But
guess what? When I got off the planey I Foined in
the nightmare. Now., yor can ask me wﬂ? didn®t vou
pack &nd leave. I can't pack and leave be;ause I'm
not even wglcgme back where T came from. That's why

I lefi from the beginning. I den't want to take none

'cf your time, ‘but there's racism and theére's hate

. 3 4
-

4
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|crimes érganizeé in the United States. not just
against Arhb.Americgnss against anybgdy ‘of color.
And, vou g&ys have the ability to lbpk through
recerds and cases and se¢ that from starting war in
.Grenaﬁa; starting war in Panama ;o irag, to anywhere

with pecple of colors, and I'm not-'geoing te discuss

these because we could talk about it forf, two vears
f

u

and I might;npt ée able to égﬂvince you’ that the
policy,of this country, especizlly abroad, is
Jcompletely wrong. And, beéau%e therefs certain
.mentalities and thinkings of people and groups like
the ADL and the Jewish Defenseg Leaggey by God those
pecople in some states &re armed, the Jewish Defense
League, they have trained cops 19 Califoxnfé, and 1I'm
not lying. ¥You could check the records. i can't.
tell you where they get training up here. You talk
Lté any member of those people, like 6&: buddy up
]there; he admits that he mqnitors“peoplé. Why would
'He moniter me? I'm an American citizen. I work 17
‘hours up hére. He lave no right to monitor me unless
'if I'm given the right to menitoer him a%d his "group

and who he represents. But, you know what? When

this federgl government knows of apy Arab group that

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL.. (312)° 236-4984
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1is doing anything to monitor geoplé like that; and
‘gronps like that were under investigation by the FBI
cn the spot, but they're not. The persons £ﬁat he-
said he was deported and the other oné is in south
Lepanon, this country is not deoing anything ahout
that. Be's an American citizen,., and we have the
right o ask this country to bring him biEck. If the
State ¢f Israzel convicts anybady, that’s there job.
{Buty we don't h%ve te take the findincs of the State
of Israel ‘whatscever in this countrys.

I'm going to jump to ohe guick thing '
. regarding to Cleveland. I have a pregentation and
since you guys been here sitting here lodg, I don't
want to take vour time. We're coing to leok back at
Cleveland. They are trying s¢ hard to try any Arab
‘Emerican through the media. W%Well, I never seen that.
I never seen that in 21l books that I read. I
'studied American covernment and politics. I'm not a .
pelitician, I'm not a lawyer; but don't try us in
‘public. If wou raid a store for selling bad meat, o
‘ahead, send the health department. shut his meat
'departmenit, shut that store down. Buk, why all this
mighty fotce? Are they, they're flexing muscles

=
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b
|against us? By God, take us- to the federal i 4

governmént, to the people you représent. SWAT teams
raiding stores for selling bad meat? What they think
an establishment is going to do, come out with RPG's

or come cout with Rmachine guns, SWAT teams.

- If you have time, I'1l take you to some of

* |those neighborhoods they raided. An Arab store aob

raided by & SWAT team, but acrosg the streét, a érug

deal is going on: crack selling. It's okay, but bust

that Arab American from making-.a dollar arnd selling a

‘bad package of meat. '‘We have every day deliveries in
4
meat. I'wm a meéerchant. We have every day produyce

deliveries, and we Have proofs From' those preduce’
|people. We have dairy deliveries: Weé're not in the
buginess up here to come and commit genccide against

African American people; and that’s what is portréyeﬂ

%,

|in the papers np here. Like Mr. Qasem said.” some

'stores have headlth violations. You Kriow why?
. 3

Because the health department have ne proof of
continuing visitation to these stores. There, an
‘inspector walk in, $50 deposited in his or her

-pockel; you can write that, these allegations, I back

{up. I have names. They.go to our stores like they

*

%
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are coming tc hang someone and we are sick and tired
of that. If I'm commitiing a crime, there's a
courtroom. If I'm & convict, I'm going to go through

v

the due process. I want fo go to jail. Bubt; don't .
prosecute the rest of the‘community because I have
‘committe& a crime ©or someone else. That's the way we
feel, ladies and gentlemen. We have been 10, I don't
know if Mr. Kassouf mentioned it, 10 murders. Digd

you mention that? 12 in the last 30 months in X “|
Cleveéland, pbint blank. pop to the head GiﬂthEvghests
‘I have a study I1'll even give it to you. We're still

preparing it, 12 killings. Prained. hired hirg. I

2 4
A}

don*t believe no African American female or male or

5

|one of our customers have the guts to walk in a

store, pop you in the head 2 or 3 times or in the

|chest and leave. no way. Those stores thev ralded,

the public came in their defense. The piblic opened

|our store. If he have a wiolation. correct it. One

week to comply or two weeks; .you want to shut her off
and most of those high level pelititians do not deny
that alil we should close these stores. Well:; hope

‘cur council men ¢r women do something for your
t

neighborhood first. They are taking theit angers

HALSELL & HALSELL® REPORTERS, Chicago, IL _(312) 236-4884
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their f&ilure as politicians out on our -gonmunity.

-

12 murders, one solved becanse me and Mr, Qasen

supplied some information through friends of ours in

|Aftican American compunity who killed a merchant.

qoeel ¥
= LS

"The Plain Dealer” two days agc sald there is a> ;

£ -

|silence amongst witnesses as if like someone walked

=

-

in ‘town. done the jeb &nd left thereafser. Isn't it
something for someone to leok into? This is making

1

LN

|is uncomfortable. Every time they walk in a store

for @ specific violaticn, the first guestion, if it .

was a federal investigation or a city’ordinance, |
where you hide your guns? TWhat do you ‘think I'm

4 3

doing? Do you see me Wearing bullet proof vests and

have a couple of hand grenades in there- ready tc toss

it om you? If ‘I have a gus, I have a shotgun. If I

s
g = L3

‘have a gun, most of our stores don*é"evqnehavg & gun.

The people that got popped in the head 6r chest

-

éidn't even have nothing in them. What are they  °

asking us. to arm ourselves? Are they pushing us to

arm ourselves? We don't want to. We are living in

Y
“n

'this society and we gnjoying it and-by G6d, unless we
. N - 'Y

are naive and stupid people an@-@pmmﬁhity, we can't

" - X v . “

be stupid and naive 1living off thege communities we

s
s

A

r
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work for. I feel uncomfortable right ﬁBW> I'm
trying to kiss my even nightmare gocééye because next
lthing I know. my councilmain or woman wants to be
|re~elected. They going to bust me for sgelling bad
‘meat, which T would like for @11 of, vou know, know I
havg no conviction. They didn*t bust my business,
but this is what's going on. I'm kissing my American
|dream and the nightmare goodbye. What am I going to
do after that? Am I being pushed in a corner to be z
drug trafficker for them to leave me alone. I don't
want to be a druyg trafficker. T work 17 hours every
|day, and so each and ewvery of my cénstituents, 17
hours a day. We have no social life. We leave home
with our kids and our wife sleep, We come home when
when they're sleep. We harely have time to séend
with them becgause if we don't do that. we got to join
in éhe line, the welfare 1line. And, I refuse to join
the welfare line. I don't want the government to
give me a handouk. ‘1 a?preciate this government
giving me an identitf'that I could say I'm an
‘Amexican citizen. %I appreciate this country allowing
me in to be what I am. where this time I nevér

“

probably expected to, where I come from, I don't want

'
|
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'ne handout. But, please, leave me alonés‘ If and
whenjl commit a crime, it's appreéiatéé %f you

correct me first because I doubt if my crime is.&

| serious cri@e\and I don’'t want to ge into it with you:

o

vhat's & crime and what's a serious wcrime because you’

know what I'm talking about.

», w

We got Lo théz§0imi, ladies and gentlemen,

.

e

|and this is the‘last point I'm dgoing to say. tht the
jiaw in Cleveland allowed the drug dedlers to walk in
‘court, testify against CHM police pecple that
'snppesedly roughed them, took their money and drugs

and the drug dealer, he or she walks cut and the

‘poeliceman is going to trial and going to jail. But .
|yet, an Arab merchant who opens up at 8:80 g'clock, X
- L

close 12:00 o'clogk, have & bad gallon of ailk is & ‘
criminal and@ the politicians in Cleveland asking the

state to make it a felony because in their turn,; théy.

®

going to make those violations that 'vou can oo 6

‘moaths*tc jail and $§1.,000 fine. Weil, unless if the

pelitical system in this ¢ountry, has got &6 start

showing facts that we're not the 'only people singled

out, wWe are. ‘ !

¢ W

Thank vou very much, ladies and gentlemen,

¥
*

A

&
$
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and I hope to see you soon after you finish your
report.
CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Thank vou. 2re there

-éth&rgmof the public who would like to" testify? Are

1

there any final comments, guestions

th » ¢

rom committee
m;mbers?

Let me thank all of von for two intense days
off very active listening and remind you that ou; next
steps will be once thé report has tbeen prepared and
the transcript is available, it will be sent tO“ybu,*
for yeour comment. Please read these carefully and
return them to Chicageo as quickly ag possible se that
we caf move toward our. next meeting in January,
|probably in Cdlumbuse Wﬂére we polled it together imn
‘final form. Peter, do you have any f£final
Jin‘stzﬁctinns for ug?
| ’ Do I have a métion fEor adjﬂurn@ent?
¥S. ORTEGAY Sommpveél

. ﬁR, LEVENTHAL: I second.

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: All those in favor say
ave.

THE COMMITTEE: Aye. . ) -

a

CEAIRMAN BATILE: Thank you very much. We

Y

HALSELL & HALSELL REPORTERS, Chicago, IL (312) 236-4984.

-



Fy

1@

i1

iz

17

18

13

20

DLW

R
l‘ £
\ »
stand adjeourned.
{WHERREUPON, the proceedings were adjourned
‘ faul: l : D'G P' m . ) " %
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CERTIFICATION

[ K3

1, VERNETTA HALSELL, & Certified Shorthand

Reporter, wsitate that I reported in shorthand the

|cestinony taken in the above-entitled matier, and

“

that this constitutes a true and accurate
transcripten of my shorthand notes' so:tfaken as
aforesaid. )
3. b4
d -
3 + )
K
L A A Wd/{/ﬂ .
VERNETTA HALSELL
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