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(The meéting was convened at 9:05 a.m.)

CHAIRMAN BATTLE: Good morning, this meeting
of the. Ohio Advisory Committee cof the U.S. ‘

Commission on Civil Rightg will come to order, and

for the benefit of those in our audience, I'd like to

£

introduce myself and my colleagues who are_at the

~
€

|table.. I'm‘Lynwood Battle, I am the Chairperson of

B

the Adivsory Committee, and the ‘members of the

[P , b C oo ,
committee who are hére with me from my right, Grace

i 5

Ramos, Robert Jiobu, James Francis, Ray Leventhal,

M ~

|Frances Curtis-Frazier and Ken Oya. 1In addition we

“

{have two members of the staff of the U.S. Civil

Rights Commissién. * With us in the audience is
Constance Davis, the Regional Director and up:here at
> s »

the front is Peter Minarik, the Commission Analyst

3

|out of 'Chicago. , .

s ¢
* v ‘.

<

: We are here this morning, to conduct &

Al 0
et 1 o«

‘factrfindiﬁg meeting for the purpose of gathering

information, on hate crime in Ohio. Thé jurisdiction

1 "1-

of the Commission includes discrimination or -denial

%

of egqual protectiorn of laws because of race, color,
kAl
|religion, sex, age, disability or national orgin, and
- Yoy

. |the administration 0f justice. Information that’
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relate to this topic of the forum will be especially

helpful to those of us on the Advisory Committee .and

the proceedings of* this meeting are being recordeéd by
a public é&enographgr and 'will be sent to the

¥
2

, . A L . . o {
Commission fior it's advice and consideration, °‘ The
“p - i S

S

information provided may also be used by the Advisory

-

Committee to plan future activities. . .

7
"

At the outset, I want to remind -

, o

everyone present of the ground rules. This is a
public meeting, and it's open to the media and to the

geheral -public, but we do have a very full schedule
v . 3

fof pébple who will be making presentation§ within the .

limited time that we hdve available. The time
allotted,iqr each presentaticn must be strictly

v k4

|adhered te. This will include a pfesentéfﬁbn by each

e

|participant followed by questions fiom committee

members. To accommodate persons who have not been. -

>

invited, but who wish to make statements, we have

or

scheduled an open session today at 3:30 and tomorrow;y

Rugust 13th, at 11:30 a.m.. Anyonhe wishi%g?to make a

1
%

statement during that period should Contact“Peter

rxl

b
‘Minarik fory scheduling. Written statements may be

+

‘ ” ) * . ® .
I submitted to committee members or to staff here today
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can file written statements for inclusion in the s
R ES ‘ - Yo
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or by-mail to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights at

v
- =
< =

55 West Morroé Street, "Suite 410, Chicago, Tllinois.
The record of this megt;ng%will close on September

="
<

13th, 1993. o ,

wdy

. Though some .0f the éiatements‘madé here .

E Nt

today may be controversial, we want to ensure that

,alf inviteq guests do not defame or degrade any

b

persons or orgahizatioens. 1In order to ensure that

all aspects of the issues are represented,

E

-

experience and viewpoints have been invited to share

¥,

[information withxus. Ay person or organization that

~

ﬂfeels ééfamed oﬁ“degrgﬂed by statements made in. these

H

|proceedings should contact our staff during the

meeting so’that we can provide & chance for public

Y . s
response. Alternately, such persons or organizations,

~ o

%

P

proceedings. I urge all persons makin% presentations

o

to be judicious in their statements. 2t

»

Ed

The Advisory Committee appréciates the
. x
willingness of 21l participants to share tKeir views

and experiences with the Committee. ‘ i
. > *
" Mr. Karas, Ms. Seeley, welcome.
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' SIMON KARAS Coe
. i Thank you, Chairman Battle. , My name is

-

Simon Karas, I am a Deputy Chief Counsel fo;ithg Ohio

With me is Sharoh Seeley

-

Attorney General's Office.

T

who is Deputy

Attorney Generaf for the Cincinnati

Office of the Attorney General. I will be doing the

pesentation. Ms. Seeley is also going to be .
available for

o

participaticon’' in questions.
It's an honor and a pleasure to be
representing Attorney Ggheral Fisher and to be

appearing before this honorable committee for the

puipbsesﬂbf testimony. Thank you for the .
opportﬁﬁityi o .

‘In one respect I feel like I'm not only
_ 4

v % e

. representing Attornéy‘Geneial Fisher, but I'm
representing the people of the State of Ohio in a
‘quest’that began in 1986 which; unfortunately, has

not yet ended at this time. That quest is a fight

for an enforceable and c¢onstitutional ‘ethnic

[ 1~

intimidation’.statute in the State of Ohio which is
intendeditd serve as a tool to protect the civil

rights of the Ohio citizens.

As I indicated, the

. quest begah in 1986 following a se;ieé of cross

*
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