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.Delaware.'

- .IESE;ﬁ?R McKINLEY JOHNSON, called...
,  MR. DORSEY: We have with us now Mr.
Iester McKinley Johnson.

J Mr; Johnson, we have as our counsél Mr.
Coulter, ﬁhﬁ will be asking you questions. Then
after he is done the other committee members will
ask things thab\ﬁhey are eSpécially interestéd in.
And gt the btail eﬁd, 1f by any chance we missed any-
thing, we gilve you an opporbunity.
Mr. Coulter, you had some remarks first
to make?
MR. COULTER: There is some information

I want to give you first: I want to advise you,
and I am sure you have already noticed, that these
proceedings are being recorded both by a steno-
typist and from time to time by a videotape
recording device. A btranscript will be made of
these préceedings. The transcript may be made
avallable to lnterestsd persons, Including the
State of Delawere. The videotape recording of
these proceedings may or may not ever be broad-
casted over the regular television broadcasting
system, but they may be made available to interested

persons, and again that may include the 3tabe of

TR S R




1

3

t""\}

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Wow, I %ant you to understand that your
tesbiwony‘here is not under oath; but nevertheless,
anything thatyou say here, just és any statement
you say or méke any place else, may be used against
you as evidence in a criminal proceeding. -

THE WITNESS: I understand.

MR. COULTER: Your appearance here and
your glving 1nfofmation is entirely voluﬁtary on
your parb. You mayadecl;ne or refuse to answer all
questions ofﬂyou may refuse to ansvwer any partlcularn
questlon at any time.

BY MR.COULTER: |

Q Do you understand what I have told you so far?

A Yes, T understand.

Q Now, I want you to know that I am giving you this
information not to intimidate you in any way, but just
so that you will know what your rights are.

A 0ka3: |

Q The bommibtee here hopes that you will be agreeable
to give us as much Information as you can about ths
conditions here in the priscn and about your treatment.
BuE the Committee will not ask for any Information
which may touch upon any pending criminal matter.

A Okay . '

Q  We will not request you to discuss any alléeged
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important, anyway.
A | They}gre\not important? -
Q Well, they are 1mportan§'—-
A But at this Eime?
Q Yes,
A I understand the purpose of the committee is to
investigate prisons,\jou know.
Q: No. We are underéakﬁ:g a general study of the
condltions ﬁithin the prison, not particularly Incidents
of -- unless theré is s pa;tern, as you have described.
A" I think that this committee has the -authority and
the power to strike and take out whatevér they want is
not appropriate for the purpose. I don't think that
my opinion and suggestions should be the basis of the
committee taking out and adding to.

| MR. DORSEY: Are there other questions?
BY MR. MILLER:
Q fhere is'one statement: Do you have anything you
want to say that we haven'! bt asked?
A Yes, Yes, I do. I don’ think that the purpose of
the taxpayer's money and the effort they had put forth
to rehabilitate these peoples are belng effectively used
to the maximum limit. Speaking of civil rights -- I
think thgb thére’are no exisiing programs approprlated

by the taxpayer's money moving effectively forw&ra
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bowards,rehabilitatioﬁ in the prison. The programs that
are effecgive\are nonstat; supported”gnd nonfunded
programs such as the Alcoholics Anonyﬁous and Nornok.

Q Since yoﬁ are 10 years older than some of éhe other
ﬁrisoners in max, could.you give us an opinion on what
you think them coming in as a young person where the
prison itself has helped them or made them a better
person; or whether the prison in fact has encouraged
their recidivism,

A Look, Man -- this Jjoint, man, 1s creating -- 1t is
creating these young people, man. They come Into this
jail, they are looking for correction when they g=t here|
They see all of thlis racism, they see all of thissﬁuff;
and it projects them, it sets them off. I relate with
these people, man, because -- not because I am their age,
not because I am black; bubt becauss I understand these
peoplg. I understand they are éﬁying, "Toook, man. This
thing is wrong."

"Look, man, what have I got to do with 1t?
But I suggest you file a mobion and do this." I ain't
nothing special, you know. But byimy efforts and my
awareness of this thing, by me relating to these youngste
this identifies me with them. Whether I want to be with
them or whether i da 't want to be, it identifies them

%ith,me. If they get busted in the head, I get busted.
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