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PROCEEDINGS
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CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right. -

We are now reconvening the State Advisory Commit-

tee, U. S. Commission on Civil Rights on this day, January

5‘

Our first scheduled witness is Miss Sally James,
f Consultant to the U. S. Civil Rights Commission.

Misg James, will you state your name and occupa-
tion, please?

MISS JAMES: My name is Sally James, and I am a
consultant to'the U. S. Commission on Civil Rights.

Essentially, what I want to presenfﬂis a very brief
“summary of a staff report which I compiled. The major data
for this report is from the 1970 California Roster of Federal,

iState, County and City Officials.

& & & b l:'-'é'a © ®

Using the 1970 roster, which is, by the way, com-

e

ipiled with the cooperation of all of these levels of govern-
ment, we tabulated that out of 15,650 offices, both elected
and appointed, 310, or 1.89 per cent were Mexcian-American.
We made a special effort after tabulating the
Spanish surname based on the 1970 census list of Spanish sur-
names to eliminate those names which might be other than
Mexican-American, and to identify, if possible, Mexican-

ericans who did not have Spanish surnames, so that we are .

B R 8 8 B B & &




Y

255
talking specifically about that population, and not the lar-

ger Spanish-surname population. -
This finding is depicted on this chart over here
in two ways: by the numbers of the -~

Maybe I should go up here.

CHATIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Brooks, would you assist
igs James in doing these charts, since you brought them up
ith you in the elevator?

MISS JAMES: These are really two of the same
ings.

The only point I wanted to make is that we broke
t down here for different levels of government, starting
ith the federal elected and appointed. But this is mainly
e legislation and judiciary.

We did not go into high Civil Service at the fed-

ral level.

E B F B B E B ©o 0o « 0 a & a0 0 W

The State legislators and their advisors, the exe-

g

utive officers here, and this includes some high-level civil
ervice in addition to appointed and accepted positions; all
f the state boards and commissions and advisories through-
ut the State, which are generally appointed by the Gover-

or's office, or by the State Legislature, or by high Civil

ervice.

B B B B B &

And then the combined city and county government.

And then the total picture of this is reflected
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gin this chart, that the Mexican-American population, accord-

However, at all lewels of government, they only
grepresent that per cent (indicating).

MR. GLICK: Woudd you state that percentage?
MISS JAMES: One point nine eight.

MR. GLICK: Thank you.

MISS JAMES: In addition, in the back of- the ros-

17: even, or l1l.33 per cent of these are Mexican-Americans.

At the state level in the Legislature, there are
120 seats. Two of these, as of the November election, 1970,
brere Mexican-American.

And I should point out that this data does not
eflect the results of the November election.

In the State Judiciary there are 132 positions.

24' one are Mexican-American.
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In the executive branch of the state government,

including the boards, commissions, and advisories, there are
4,023 positions. Sixty, or 1.4 per cent of these, are filled
=by Mexican-Americans.

At the county and city level there are 10,907

offices. 241 of these are filled by Mexican-Americans, 2.2

Despite the fact that most Mexican-Americans live

f in urban areas, their representation on the average decreases

es are held by Mexican-Americans, or 3.2 per cent.
Now, the last chart, we didn't list all 18 counties.

fle listed the 12 counties that have three per cent or less

In the paper itself all 18 counties are listed, so

you can see the total breakdown there, but these are the 12
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at are three per cent or less, and have a relatively high
rcentage of schoolchildren that are Mexican-American and
nrolled in their schools.

Since there were no figures on breakdown by coun-
ies, the nunbers of Mexican-Americans or Spanish surnames
vailable from the U. S. Census, or from the state govern-

nt, we used the State Department of Education school fig-
res for 1970 to get an estimate of where the Mexican-Ameri-
ans are.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: You are going to introduce a
opy of the report as a part of your record?

MISS JAMES: Right.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right.

Would you just quickly check on the 1970 register
hether the Board ofAgriculture, Dr. Bravo, is listed?

MISS JAMES: Yes, he is.

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: So that figure would even be
ess now, since he testified yesterday he is no longer on

at board.

MISS JAMES: Right. And since I wrote the report,
ome people in addition to the staff I was working with have
dentified several other people who were Spanish surnames

at are not Mexican-American, so I would say that there's
robably even with the &.98 per cent, it might Leven be less

an that.
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CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Any other questions?

Thank you very much, Miss James.

The next scheduled witness isg Mr. Joe Ortega, Chief

fiLegal Counsel, Mexican-American Legal Defense and Education

Mr. Ortega, will you state your name and occupa-
%tion? I understand you have a paper to present, also.

MR. ORTEGA: That is right.

My name is Joe Ortega. I am an attorney with the
fexican-American Legal Defense and Education Fund.

As you might know, this is a nationwide organiza-
f-ion which seeks to alleviate some of the problems —- econo-
ic, social and legal problems of the Mexican-American by
e use of the legal process.

I specifically represent the Los Angeles Office of

bbur organization.

Gentlemen, I had hoped to spend this last week pre-

19 Bent our office well.

Unfortunately, I didn't prepare very well. I

i
i
{
{ dn't prepare very well, gentlemen, because 1 have been very

busy this last week. I have been busy meeting with a variety
bf people about certain situations that have arisen in Los

pngeles, of which I am sure you are well aware.
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On August the 29th of last year there was a par-

ade and an assembly which ended in the deaths of three men

| and the injuries of scores of people, and the arrests of

Subsequently, ébout two weeks later, on the 16th
| of September, there was another gathering of a lot of Chi-

canos, and that, too, unfortunately, ended in scores of

=

injuries and scores of arrests.

Last week, on January the 9th, one week, there was
another demonstration, another gathering of Chicanos that
{ again ended in scores of injnries, scores of arrests, and
this time a lot of property damage, not only to the Chicano
f community, but a lot of property damage to downtown Los
.Angeles.
Another gathering is scheduled for the 31lst of

ithis month, a gathering that has been characterized by people

& & & & & E 8 o o

tfrom the Police Department and people from the organizers as

"

a possibility of a real bloodbath.

Gentlemen, I have been busy this past week, instead
jof preparing for this hearing, trying to get people together
to seek to avoid a bloodbath this next weekend.

And I am telling you,all of this, not as apologiz-
ing for not being well prepared, but I think because these
incidents and whatever happens on the 31lst is very relevant

to what you gentlemen are discussing here today, because I

B R BB R B &8
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think that when we have people gathering together in the

streets for the purpose of bringing attention to their' prob-
lems and perhaps —-- and that gathering ends up in violence,

I think that shows that those people have reached the last
level of frustration. They have reached the level of frus-
tration in regard to their power, or their lack of power in
e political sphere.

That is why I think your hearings here today are
ery, very important, because if we are going to avoid
rouble, and not only police confrontations and violence,
ut to avoid any kind of trouble, we must give the Mexican-
erican, as well as all minority groups, a real say in the
olitical system, a real voice in the government that gov-
ms them.

The courts and the lawyers who deal in the courts --

e courts have long recognized that the political inequi-

B B £ B B EBE B o o 9 0 a » 0 v =

es result in inequities in all fields.

o

For example, in the case of Casenvera vs. Morgan,
e Supreme Court mid: “"Debasement or dilution of a minor-
ty group, or a class voting strength, may, and in fact does,
ead to unequal treatment in governmental services, such as
ublic schools, public housing, and law enforcement."

And that is precisely what I am saying. The prob-
ems of law enforcement, the problems of our public schools,

e problems of public housing, and all of the economic and

B R 8B B B 8 & &
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Esocial problems that the Mexican-American and other mind%égy
‘gronps face are indeed problems of political representation.

But despite the commands and enunciations of the
Supreme Court and other courts, and despite the lawsuits
jthat our office and other similar offices might bring, there
is in fact great debasement and dilution in the vote of the
Mexican-American in California.

One case in particular that our office is partici-
pating in ié entitled Calderon vs. the City of Los Angeles.

e case is now pending before the State Supreme Court.

In that case we have pointed out the great inequi-
Basically there are two factors in the scheme of
land even negate the Mexican~American vote in Los Angeles
The apportionment of the councilmatic districts

18 }is done on the basis of registered votes. That means that

e distribution is carried out so that, essentially -- or

t is intended that each district have approximately the

f: perfectly good system, if that were so.

But the fact is that registered voters and

lapportioning the councilmatic districts, which work to weaken
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populations are not the same thing. The fact is that in

some districts people register in far greater percentages
than in other districts, and I think you can guess which

| districts those are.

In the Mexican-American areas, because of, among
iother things, lack of education, lack of sufficient command
Gi of the English language, and lack of a familiarity and a

7 | competence in the political system, the people do not regis-

! ter to vote in the same percentages as they do in other areas.

The results of the apportionment on a voter regis-

} tration system are glaring. -
For example, the Ninth Councilmatic District, which
#is primarily in the East Los Angeles area, which has vast
|nurbers of Mexican-Americans, or the census people call them
i Spanish-surnamed persons, in that district, the Ninth Coun-

icilmatic District, there were 260,000 persons in it.

5 5 ¥ B B E B o o

Oon the other hand, the Pifth Councilmatic District,

3

jwhich includes West Los Angeles, Westwood, and Bel Air, which
is almost entirely all white, had 162,000 people. There's a
jdifference of 100,000 people between the Mexican-American
district, or the district that has most of the Mexican-Ameri-
ilcans, and the Bel Air-Westwood district, 100,000 population
difference.

It seems to me this not only violates the principles

of the one man, cne vote rule, which the Supreme Court has

8 8 B8 8 B B8 5 B
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nunciated, but it really makes the Mexican-Americanmthing
egss than a second-class citizen.

The second~class citizen, because if he is under-

ntal services, which in turn, as I indicated, keep him
rom getting the proper skills and the proper economic well-
eing to be able to register to vote, so that thé thing
ecomes a perpetuating system.

If you deny the group the services which will
able him to become more educated, to have greater economic
ell-being, and to have reason to have greater faith in the
olitical system, he will not register to vote in the same
frequency that other people do.

Consequently, his vote continues to get debased
re and more.

The other problem with the districting in Los

& B8 8 B B B B 0o 0o 9 0 aa &2 0 0 w

eles is the gerrymandering. The Calderon suit does not

L]

pecifically mention this fact, but we mention it, because
t compounds the problem of reapportionment on the registered
voter basis.

The U. S. Census graphs show that in fact there is
a laxge concentration of Mexican-Americans in a relatively
small area in Los Angeles, the East and Northeast area of
Los Angeles. There is a very, very great concentration of

Mexican-Americans.

presented in City Hall, he does in fact receive poor govern- |
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This area, however, under the councilmatic scheme,

¥is split up into three councilmatic districts. The Mexican-
lamericans are not all in that one district. They are spread

jin the Ninth, Thirteenth and Fourteenth District.

-

And I think that it is clear that that is why,
jeven though the Mexican-American comprises about 15 per cent

of the population in the City of Los Angeles, there are no

] O o

Mexican-Americans on the CityCouncil.

There is no Mexican-American elected official on

the City Council, even though we comprise 15 per cent of
the population.

Gentlemen, I think I came up here to give these
figures to you and these thoughts because I hope that the
iIsState Legislature and other groups will see that it is abso-
flutely necessary that if we afe to really give the Mexican-

fAmerican and all of our citizens the right to participate

5 & & & B F ]

ifully in the Democratic system, which in turn is more than

L]

ust a philosophical framework, but a real example of being

ave not second-class, but first-class citizens, people who
ill be able to participate fully and enjoy the full system,
think if we realize this is what we have to do -- and I

ope, and I know you gentlemen will realize this is what has
o be done, that the Legislature and City Councils through-

put the State will earnestly and positively do something

5 8 B B B 8 5 8
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to give all of us an equal vote.
Thank you. ~
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Ortega.
Mr. Gabourie?
MR. GABOURIE: Yes. Mr, Ortega, do you know whe-

ther there is a move afoot to dissolve all of the council-

| matic districts in the City of lLos Angeles, and the result

| of this would make the councilman be a councilman at large,

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, I have heard about that.

MR. GABOURIE: 1Is your organization doing something

MR. ORTEGA: No.

MR. GABOURIE: Further, let me ask you this: Would

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, I think the election of repre-

sentatives at large has been held to be in some cases proper,

f and there are many, many cagses on it -- but when it acts to
jdelete a definite class vote, then it is illegal, and I

l think it would be in a case like Los Angeles.

What the Court has said from some of the cases

that we have looked at is that the Legislature can use any
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scheme it wants to to elect and to district officials. It
cannot do it whan the results are great . inequities to any
e given group.

And the groups we are talking about are groups that
ave definite interests and which need representation.

MR. GABOURIE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father Casso?

REV. CASSO: The decision for the council lines
n ggst Los Angeles are made up here by the Legislature,

. Ortega, are they not?

MR. ORTEGA: That is the function of the City. It
8 in the City Charter, the City of Los Angeles.

REV. CASS0: S50 it is a city decision, rather than

state decision?

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, it is not a state decision.

CHATIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick.

MR. GLICK: Mr. Ortega, you mention one of the fac-
ors that tend to inhibit registration of Mexican-Americans
as been the language issue.

Do you think that Castro v. California, dealing
ith language and voting, will have any effect in removing

is disability so that it will, therefore, contribute to
ncreasing the number of registered voters?

MR. OREEGA: I think that it will have a great

ffect, for two reasons:
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One is the fact that people who cannot register in

-t

English,because they don't have the facility, will be able
to register. I don't know how many that will be, but I

think it will be some.

h N N

But I think the second effect is the psychological

effect of saying that the Spanish-speaking have a right and
duty to register to vote, and I think they will get greater
confidence, and as I indicated, I think that is one of the
problems that we have, lack of confidence.

:ingﬂigiﬁ;ﬁeréhéffo decision gives a little more
confidence. .

MR. GLICK: 1Is the Mexican-American Legal Defense
Fund going to be active in any way in registration drives,
or have you decided that the new tax laws will prohibit you

from doing so?

MR. ORTEGA: Well, yves, we have decided that the

B 58 8§ B B E &8 o0 2 o

tax laws prohibit it. At this time we have a very small

L]

staff, and one would like to do a lot of things, and solve
all of the problems, but we can only tackle one or two at a
time.

MR. GLICK: Can you tell me under the Los Angeles
ity Charter under what circumstances would a redrawing of
istrict lines take place in the councilmatic districts?

MR. ORTEGA: I am not sure I understand the gques-
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Could you -~

MR. GLICK: Under what circumstances -- I mean,
the councilmatic lines are not fixed forever.

MR. ORTEGA: That is correct.

MR. GLICK: What causes them to change? Do they

: change in accordance with the census every 10 years?

MR. ORTEGA: Right.

MR. GLICK: Like the assembly district?

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, that is correct.

MR. GLICK: I aee. Thank you. “ T
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: As I understand the Calderon
i case that you speak of, you are challenging the concept of

{the registered voters as being the criterion for determining

fthe districts?
MR. ORTEGA: That is correct.

CHAYRMAN SILLAS: And that it should be on an

5 & ¥ & B B 8 o o

jactual resident number?

L

MR. ORTEGA: Yes. We believe that the courts have
ndicated that the districting must be done on a population
basis, and strictly on a population basis, and not on any
jother scheme.

Sometimes they use a scheme such as the number of
people in the telephone book in any one district. Well, that
doesn't necessariiy represent the population.

I think the courts have said that you have to have

5 2 8 B E BB 5
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e number of people.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: You also indicated that the ’

egistration of Mexican-American voters is lower than in
ther ethnic groups ——

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: If you were to divide the dis-
ict based on population, and not on voter registration,
e fact that the Chicano and Mexican-American does not
gister with as high of a percentage as other groups,
ouldn't that tend to also disenfranchise it?

MR. ORTEGA: I am sorry, I don't follow the reason-

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Well, if the Mexican-American

rcentage of registration is low --
MR. ORTEGA: Yes? ‘
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: -- at the present time the dis-
ricts are based on registration of voters, so that those
at do register are counted.
MR. ORTEGA: That is correct.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: As you pointed out, you have
00,000 pecple in one district more than you do in another
istrict, and that 100,000 does not vote or does not regis-
er —-
MR. ORTEGA: Yes?

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: If you were to base the district ‘
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fon population alone, wouldn't the effect be that you are

|

iwould envision it, the 100,000 people are not sitting in one
| location; I mean they are mixed in with registered voters.

MR. ORTEGA: That is correct.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: So as you cut it up on the basis
of population, I have difficulty seeing how we increase the
number of --

MR. ORTEGA: Well, perhaps I could illustrate it
fthis way:

On the basis of population, if it was decided
;that each district should have 100,000 people, the district
that had, say, 200,000, but only 100,000 registered, would
then get two representatives.

CHAIRMAN STILLAS: O.K. It is a little early this

33

Thank you very much, Mr. Ortega.
MR. ORTEGA: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: The next scheduled witness is

Panuel Aragon.

MR. ERICKSON: I don't think he has come in yet.

dy To Var is here now. I think You can probably get him

CHATRMAN SILLAS: All right.
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Mr. To Var, will you state your name and occu-

pation, please? -

MR. TO VAR: My full name is Andy To Var Gonzales,

The testimony I would like to present this morning
i is concerning the experience that I had in Fresno County as
the director of a small poverty program in Mendota and Fire-
baugh.

The points of view that I have are reflective of
the Chicanos in that particular area, so you know, whatever
I say when I mention Chicanos, I hope you don't think I am

ttalking about East L. A.

In the first place, I have heard various people

Y

Isay that the Chicano is totally Democratic. I feel that

ithis is totally incorrect.

B & ﬁ- jﬁ .55 E B o ®

In the first place, the Chicano, from my personal

R

perience, is a man who believed in what Roosevelt did, and
ho believed in the hopes and promises that John Kennedy
presented.

If these two people had been in the Republican
Party, then we would all be in the Republican Party.

A friend of mine told me not to cut down the intel-
ligence of the Chicanos, you know, because I registered over

P00 Raza during my two years out there, and when I asked

B 2 8 B B B & &
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them what particular party they wanted to affiliate with,

ome of them thought a moment and, you know, then I rattled
ff the various parties, and then they said, "Well, I want
be in the party that Kennedy is in."

And then some guys say, "Well, what is the differ-

And really, I had some problems at times, trying
differentiate.

I would even challenge you gentlemen to try to
xplain to some Chicano out there in the field, what differ-
nce does it make, you know, whether he registers in the
ocratic or the Republican Party. Does it mean that he
8 going to get a better education for his family? Does it
ean that he is going to have more opportunity? I challenge

at, you know.

You could come up with very few projects that have

B B ¥ B B E B ©o ® 9 0 a a2 0 © =

eally been started there making an impact with La Raza.

"

I even had questions pertaining to "How much do
e have to pay to register?” And you know, this is going
ack decades, you know, as far as the poll tax and every-
ing.
But La Raza really hasn't been that turned on with
litics, you know, as far as -- they are not up with it.
at I mean, they are not in tune with politics, because it

as always been a rich man's game, and we were talking about
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percentages and what have you, and, you know, Mendota has got
80 per cent Chicanos, hbut it has got a little less than 50
per cent Chicano registration.

I talked to over 10 Chicanos in Mendota, asking
them, encouraging them to run for office. And, you know,
there was a series of reasons why they couldn't run. Some
of them were just beginning their businesses, and they were
fearful that their vote might jeopardize their business and
their family's livelihoods.

Some of them had -- did not feel that they were
gualified, vou know. (Continues in Spanish.)
And rather than exposing or -- because they were
so fearful that they would do an inadequate job, they pre-
ferred not to get involved, but yet with my experience in
ity Council meetings and in board of trustee meetings, I
hink that Chicanos are more than qualified to run for the
arious offices.

(Whereupon, Mr. To Var delivered a portion of his
pequ,iﬁ"Spanish.)

’ But the thing is, we have never really been shown,
ou know, why should we get inveolved. I ldok at the apathy,
r rather, at the indifference of Chicanos as far as why
ey are not g;tting involved in politics, and the fact is
at it is just as much of a responsibility of the Republican

d the Democratic Party to make it worthwhile for the

®

e s
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Chicano to get involved.
The Chicano may not know what rules and what regu-
lations and all of this other garbage, as far as -- prertain-

ing to polities, but doggone it, it isn't —- it isn't his

The fact is, like I said earlier, it is a rich
man‘s game up to now, and therefore the Chicanc has felt
that he had no part in it.

Gentlemen, this is basically what I have to say.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you.

Mr. Gabourie?

MR. GABOURIE: No questions.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father Casso?

REV. CASSO: I will pass.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick?

MR. GLICK: Not at the moment.

MR. TO VAR: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. T have a

jcouple of d¢her camments, while you were asking your ques-

tions.

CHAIRMAN STLLAS: Oh, I am sorry. I thought you

ere through.

MR. TO VAR: I did say that, but I thought of

omething else.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: O.K. Fine.

MR. TO VAR: BAnd this is with regard to the polling
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laces,

Yesterday I was here when a couple of comments

ere made concerning speaking Spanish in the polling places.
In fact, I don't know if you ~- I assume you are
oing to get a copy of my prepared statement which I will

e presenting -- will be giving to you, but in here I cite

une during the primary and I saw a Chicano friend of mine,
irmediately one of the girls who is working there in the
olls said, "I am sorry, gentlemen, if you want to speak
panish, you will have to go outside.”

And this really keyed us up, because, you know,
irst of all, she was feeling that we might be talking about
olitics, or I might be influencing him about his vote, but
t is her ignorance, as far as her incapacity to know what

e are talking sbout.

B B £ B B B B ©o o 9 0 a a o0 » w

So I personally feel that if we are talking about

<]

ecommendations, that we should have some Chicanos on these
olling places that can assist La Raza when they come in,
specially now with the new inéerpretation of, you know,
aving to be literate in the English language.

I think if there is enough Chicanos in a particu-
ar precinct, that we should have La Raza working on this
articular precinct as well, because some of you may think

t is funny, but it is amazing, the attitudes of some of

e particular incident where I went to a polling place last

®
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these people when they see a lot of browns caming in the
jroom, you know, to vote. They have a sneer, or, you know,
fjust their attitude is enough to turn us off, you know.
And I feel we have to have some Chicanos who care,
vou know, who are working there who can make La Raza feel
ell when they come in to vote.

Another thing is that the precinct places, most
of them are schools, because the buildings are available,
d this type of thing, but the Chicanos in general, what
I have found out, is that we are turned off with the State
chool system as well.

The Chicanos don't come to school for PTA meetings.

The only reason that the Chicanos come to school

BE S8 oo s o a s o v ¢

15 ¥:s when they have to come over there to talk to the princi_
pal about their kid that got in trouble.

And here again, you know, the teachers say, "Why
_can't we get the Chicanos to come to school?”

What has happened is that the Chicanos do want an

For example, both of my parents are illiterate.

ey wanted me to continue going to school, and you know,
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when I came back with my grades, the As and the Bs, and this

type of thing, they were proud in a way, but,_you know, they

2f didn't really know what it meant.

t in Spanish.)
And you know, so it was this type of encouragement

| that it received, but it wasn't anything from the school

7& system itself. I had one hell of an inferiority complex
g § going through high school, because I thought all Chicanos

were bad.

And you know, with all of these TV commercials and
| everything else playing down the Chicano, and with the his-
j tory and all of the other classes, you know, totally ignor-
fing La Raza and the part tpat we had to play in this parti-
icular heritage of the Southwest. |

You know, we have been deprived of this, and all

5 &§ K & B E 5

of these things I feel are part of what has contributed to

turning off the Chicanos all of the way around.

5

We look at their educational attainment. It isn't
the Chicano, that he has been indifferent toward education.
It is that education has been indifferent towards the Chi-
cano.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Let me ask: If we were to say
to you, go to the areas you are speaking of and get people

involved, the Chicano, involved in the process of registra-

8 R 8 B B B & &

(Whereupon, Mr. To Var gave a portion of his speech
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tion, the process of participating in the political arena,

hat could be done? -
Assuming money is not an dbject, and assuming you

ad money, how would you go about it? What steps would you

MR. TO VAR: Well, first of all, let me say that
e ran Chicanos for City Council, for board of trustees in
e June primary of last year.
We ran a Chicano for the Supervisor of Fresno
ounty, and money was really an object here.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Well, assuming you have money,

ow do we get to the people that you are describing, a per-
on that is not in any way involved in our political life?

What are the first steps that you take to get them

volved?

MR. TC VAR: Well, let me say this: We did conduct

B 68 § B B E B o 0o 9 o a & a6 v »

gistration drives, and we did, you know, many of these

5

The Chicano that we ran for Supervisor had the
otal support of La Raza up there, but the thing is, you
now, for the first time -- we even had pecple who had come
ut of prison,but couldn't vote because they had been
eprived of this privilege, but doggone it, every single
eekend they were out there putting up posters for this man.

were turned on. They said, for the first time in my

5 2 B B B B B &
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life I found somebody that I can really relate to, you know.

We found -— (continued in Spanish).

We had -- we did have the cooperation of the Chi-
cano media, but, you know, still because of the Federal Com-
munications, you know, they had to charge to get our adver-

tisement on there, but we had very little publicity of get-

o G »

ting to the —- say -- middle class, the liberal -- and hope-
fully, there are some out there -- to really demonstrate

the capacity and the potential and the concern, you know,

f La Raza.

Up until now we hadn't -- the only place we have
een Chicanos are out in the field. So you know, we do not
ave the vote at this time. Not when we are talking about
resno County, anyway. Maybe in East L. A., this type of
ing, yes, but out there we do not have the percentages to

in an election, so the only thing is that we are going to

& & B & B B & o o <

ave to sell the candidate, say, to the liberal, you know,

L

o the white who has been having this stereotype. We are
oing to have to change that.

We are going to have to change, you know —-- we are
oing to have to start presenting educational programs to
e schools, so that the children going through can have a
etter image, self-image of themselves.
I think the responsibility also has to be on the

dia. They have got to take positive steps so that La Raza

8 8 BN R B B B b
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can lock at themselves in a very positive sense, and once

!

1l {iwe start building our own self-image, and people around us

n

start looking at €heécChicano as a person who is capable of

]

having intelligence, you know, then can we start getting

i

linto, you know, winning the elections.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you very much,

Mr. Glick?

MR. GLICK: Yes. Mr. To Var, do you think now that
$18-year-olds will be permitted to register to vote, this

might increase the percentage of Chicanos in your area of

iMendota? . -

Do you think the younger people might have more
linterest than the older people of political life?

' MR. TO VAR: Well, I will be honest with vou, at
ithis very moment I don't think so, because, you see, in

E endota, especially the high school out there, about 50 per

jcent of the Chicanos drop out before they graduate, you know.

The situation is so depressed out there, and --
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Just becavse more younger people are, you know, going

to be eligible, I don't think -- well, because of the qualifi-
cation, I think, ygu know, that we will be getting more Chi-
canos registered, but as far as they being more turned on with
politics, I don't think so, not at this time.

MR. GLICK: Now, you indicated that one thing that

does turn people off, and perhaps even inhibit them from voting%

Now, that is, as we learned yesterday, a result of a
tate law which prohibits the speaking of any language other

arinEnglish in a polling place.
Would you then suggest that if that law were repeale'
o that people could speak languages other than English at the

olling p3ace, this might contribute to an increase in Spanish-
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peaking people's participation in voting?

MR. TO VAR: I think it is really a two-way thing,

"]

ir. I think that the fact that this Anglo woman said, "Don't
peak Spanish in here”, you know, goes back to the mentality of
e elementary school teacher who told us, you know, to go see
e principal whenever we did this.

MR. GLICK: She was required by law to do this.

MR. TO VAR: Well, O.K., to a certain degree.

The thing is the attitude. It isn't the words. We

say, "0.K., we can speak Spanish now.” But it is the
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| ment here in the state capital.
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attitude with which they express it. You know, this is some-
thing that we can put our finger on, but when you talk about

feeling or senging that this person is hostile to you, how do

you change that by law?
MR. GLICK: Yes, I understand that.

Now, there is one more question that I would like to

ask you, and it is something of a personal nature.

Yesterday a young man was testifying about employmen

And he spoke of the difficulties that he encountered

i when he attempted to get a job, that he wasn't very well quali+

I see that you are an intern with the State Legisla-

MR. TO VAR: This is through the Urban Affairs Insti-

He makes a thrust at getting minorities in here.
MR. GLICK: This doesn’'t mean that you were hired by

an assemblyman or state senator?
MR. TO VAR: That is correct.

MR. GLICK: But you were under some official program

MR. TO VAR: That is right.

of young Spanish-surnamed people, Chicanos, in the state gover?-
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MR. GLICK: I see. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you very mu—ch. ,

The next scheduled witness is Assemblyman John Stall
from San Diego County.

MR, STALL: Mr. Chairman, and Members of the State
A@Xi86;;‘Committee, the United States Commission on Civil
Rights, a few days ago, on January the 12th, Mr. Erickson
stopped by my office here. It was a rather busy time of the
vear, and I was glad to have an opportunit;>to talk with him,
but they dropred off a news release concerning your two-day
public open meeting and asked if I would like to appear for a
few minutes during this two-day period with some comments.

And I would like to say, initially, that I am ‘
delighted to appear, and grateful for the opportunity.

Starting --

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Excuse me just a moment.
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MR. STALL: Yes?

"

CHAIRMAN SILILAS: Could you speak a little bit louder

into the mike?

MR. STALL: Yes.

Starting out with one of the premises advanced, has
e Mexican-American community, with 12 per cent of the State's
opulation, been gerrymandered out of meaningful political par-

icipation? ‘

According to the Advisory Committee's press release
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| announcing this meeting,and my discussion, as I said, with Mr.
i can organization-leaders.
|} this allegation, for I think it is an important one, and the

§ first question I think that should be asked, based on that pre

! mise, is, "How is that 12 per cent figure distributed through-

| ethnic basis is a feasible undertaking.

f out, I think, late next month, so any discussion on this, of

i and these would involve the 1960 census statistics.

} them to serve mypurpose here today with my remarks.

H
N

dinteresting facts. The first of them is that California's Mexip
jcan-American citizens are rather widely dispersed throughout

i the State, and of course the one significant exception is Los

lcan-Americans living in California.
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Erickson, this allegation has been made by many Mexican-Ameri-

Now, I would like to take a little closer look at

out the State?”
You would have to determine whether the Mexican-AmerT-
can population densities are such that gerrymandering on an

The fiqures that we have in the 1970 census are due

course, would have to center around the figures that we have,

Admittedly, they are going to be far less accurate

than the 1970 figures, but at this point I think we can use

A quick look at them would reveal some, I think, very

Angeles County, which contains roughly 40 pr cent of the Mexi-

No other single county in the State contains more
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i tion.

~cent of Mexican-Americans who live in Los Angeles, or perhaps
' a figure closer to five per cent of the State's population, .

y than 12 per cent.
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i located in the same part of the County. According to the 1980

} Los Angeles area, and it looks as if it would be impossible to
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than five and one half per cent of the total Mexican-American
population. .

In summary, it would appear that Los Angeles is the
only part of the State in which there is a significant enough
concentration of Mexican-Americans to comprise anything even
slightly resembling a majority within a legislative district.

The first conclusion then is that it is misleading
to suggest that the entire Mexican-American population has beeg

or can be gerrymandered out of meaningful political participa-

We are really talking only about the roughly 40 per

Another point to keep in mind is that the Mexican-

Americans who live in Los Angeles County are themselves not all

census figures, the only areawithin Los Angeles which could

contain a majority within an assembly district is in the East

achieve such a majority anywhere in the State in either sena-
torial or a congressional district.

We all recognize that it is possible to reapportion .

in some areas so that the Mexican-American community would c

prise a larger voting minority than perhaps it currently enjoys$.
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But a large minority and a working majority are, of
course, two different animals.

I might offer a pargnthetical comment at this time,
and that is that a concentration of Mexican-American voters in
just a few districts would benefit the Republican Party.

As analyses indicate, the Mexican-American voter has
traditionally gone solidly Democratic, or pretty much so, and
I think this is very unfortunate. Somehow the party of Abrah arf
Linceln hasn't been able to fully convince wvast numbers of
Mexican-Americans that it is to their personal advantage to
support it.

But as the situation stands, with this situation
existing, and until the Republicans can change these voting
patterns through appealing to them in such a way, convincing

them that it would be to their advantage to support the Republi
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can Party, then I would say that the practicable politics of

v

the thing, and as far as the Republicans would be concerned --
remember my premise, if this is the situation -- then it would
probably delight the Republican Party to see Mexican-American
voters concentrated in as few districts as possible, and then
you could forget them, you know.

You wouldn't have to spend the momey, dig up the can-
didates, and fight the losing battle. Now, I want you to

remember that I am surely not advocating this point, but merely

8 2 B B B B & &

ringing it out for discussion, because we have here in East
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! Los Angeles areas surrcunded by strongly Democratic districts,
| and it would appear that any ethnic gerrymandering which may
§ have taken place would have been a result of some Democratic

| Party stragegy.

If the Democrats have done most of the reapportion-

f ment, we micht ask ourselves then, if there is a problem exist-

ing, which party is to blame.
Now, we need tc ask whether this is the kind of
activity, this ethnic gerrymandering, that we want to engace

in. If Mexican-Americans have leen deliberately gerrymandered

| out of political participation, I would much rather see the

ethnic factor in reapportionment ignored completely than to
see it deliberately manipulated in attempts to elect the lar- .
gest possible number of Mexican-American legislators.

My reason for this is simple. I think that it would

i be a2 thinly disguised appeal to racism, and racism does not

§ diminish. It tends to increase, and this would increase divi-

sion, and we surely don't need any more of that.
I am notrcoing to deny that racism has caused, and

continues to cause grave injustices to many minority groups,.

§ but I do not Lelieve that the way to eliminate injustice is

i to appeal to more racism.

I believe that the way to insure fair representation
to Mexican-Pmericans, or to any other minority groups, is to

insist that candidates for public office hold the beliefs that
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all men should be treated equally in every way, regardless of
race.

I gubmit that the argument that a Caucasian legisla-
tor cannot fairly and sympathetically represent other ethnic
groups has about as much to recommend it as the belief that a
Mexican-American legislator cannot fairly and sympathetically
represent his Caucasian and black constituents.

If we abandon the idea that the elected official

@

holés idéntical allegiance to each of his constituents with no
consideration taléthnic background, and instead vote strictly
y on the ethnic factor, what would we have done? We would have
§ told men like Peter Chacon that he could not represent the 79th
' Agssembly District, because Mexican-Americans constitute a
minority in that district.

We would have also told the Caucasian legislator to

B S s E BB S v

: ignore the needs of minority groups in his district.

Gentlemen, I surely think this would be a curious

L]

way for a nation to achieve racial equality.

In the long run, I believe strongly that equitable
political participation is a function of ethnically neutral

legislative districts.

And an unshakable demand by all citizens that each

s P8 s

candidate for public office, while understanding the injusticeq
to which minorities have been subjected, be ethnically and

racially color-blind.

& R
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This has been -- this has not been, nor will it be,
the easiest path to take, but it is the only one that will
allow us to achieve the goal of equal representation by all.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you.

Are there any questions from the committeemen?

Mr. Gabourie?

MR, GABOURIE: Yes.

Senator, do you feel that appointments to public
office, like judgeships and things like that, should reach

some ethnic balance?

MR. STALL: I think appointments -- and we can go

on the basis of ability.

Again, I -- I am torn on this problem of what cbvi-
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ously has taken place in the past innpanycaxeas of ignoring

L

them, of overlooking them, and this sort of thing, but I am
orn by this problem that to solve that, now I must say that
£ 10 judges I have got to appoint one -- one ethnic group,
ne minority group.

I would hope that these appointments, and I would
ope that those that were elected to office would be elected

. ~
n théir ownabilities.

I would really hesitate to subscribe to the theory

¥y ¥ 8 R EBE B B b

at we have got to do this, not to select them on their

even further into elections -- I think that they should be don’

P
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apility. -

I talked to Mr. Erickson in my reading on this, and
I asked him, for example, in these areas in Los Angeles, has
there been any absence of qualified people running, or some-
thing of that sort.

And the question of education, and so on and so forti,
and he said, "No",' that from the records that that didn't appeqr
to be the situation at all. In fact, they had too many running,
and maybe that was one of the problems.

Rather than concentrating on one, there had been a
diffusion -- the thing had been diffused by a great number of
them running.

MR. GABOURIE: Well, sir, the reason I asked the
guestion, yvesterday one of the witnesses testified that San
Diego County is about 30 per cent, more or less, Mexican-Ameri-
can population.

MR. STALL: That is right.

Well, it seems a little high.

MR. GABOURIE: Well, 20 to 30 per cent.

MR. STALL: All right.

MR. GABOURIE: That there are 28 Superior Court judgep
aﬂa 13 Municipalities, which I don't know how many Municipal
Court judges out of the 13 municipalities; yet there are no
Mexican-American judges; and I am certain there are qualified

Mexican—-American attorneys in San Diego County.
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MR. STALL: Well, I am sure there are, and -- I
know there are. I know in my own district, for example -~ I
represent the 80th Assembly District, which is about three
fourths of the land mass, and I sort of bypass the City and
South Bay.

I have a number. It is not ~—- it is not large.

In all of this time, the Bar Association, indivi-

dually, I have never been asked for a recommendation, nor

have I been interviewed by one who wanted my goiﬂg to the

§ Governor and saying, "This man should be appointed.”

-~

Now, that is very strange, and I agree with you,

] no matter how many there are in my district, there should be

f one who has come in to me and said, written me a letter, or .

| someone called and said, "How about an appointment?”

You know, that has not happened. Now, where does

f the blame go on this? Is this the function eof- the individual?'

f Is it a function of the legislator, to go out on the town to

search? Is it a function of government to move in and say,

§ "We will do this on a percentage basis"?

I sort of hope in this area, again, that it would be

! done on the basis of ability, done on the basis of contact

| between the assemblyman who has some -- sometimes you wonder

if he has got any influence with the Governor's office on

appointments, but it normally works that way, where you con- .

tact the senator or the assemblyman, or both, and ask for

[V —
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help in getting the appointment.

I would hope that it would work more on this volun-
teer premise, rather than any mandation.

MR. GABOURIE: Well, I felt that San Diego County
was a little lax in tﬂeir assisting the Mexican-American. 1

In testimony yesterday I noted that the first time
in 70 years, I think, a Mexican—-American was appointed to‘the
Grand Jury.

And that the first time in 100 years, one Mexican-
American is on the City Council of National City, which is
apparently 40 per cent Mexican-American.

MR. STALL: Yes, they have a lot down there.

MR. GABOURIE: And I felt that there should be some
affirmative steps to change that ba}ance, because it is totally
out of balance.

MR. STALL: Yes, it would appear that way. I agree
with you.

MR. GABOURIE: Thank you. I have no further gues-
tions.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Pather Casso?

REV. CASSO: First of all, I am intrigued by your
statements having to deal with the responsibility of who goes
out to get who in.

It seems to me that a leader of whoever or whatever

goes out and gets people to be what he is, or what he
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10,307, you have only 241.
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represents, and so forth, you hold a pretty high position in
the Republican Party for the State, and it seems to me from .
testimony that we heard yesterday that there was an interest
on the part of the Republican Party to get more Mexican—Ame;;i—
cans in.

MR. STALL: I don't know who said that. I think thag
we cculd say generally, Father, without any argument that it
would be an objective of the Republican Party to get as many
citizens in. "~

REV. CASSO: Well, because of that position, then,
some testimony came in this morning that .according te the 1970

figures, of the federal elected and appointed individuals of

the State of California, of 525 of them, only seven are Mexi-.‘
can-American.

The State legislators and advisors, of the 195, only
two are Mexican—-American.

For the executive offices of the State here, of the
2,291, only 13 are Mexican-Americans. That's less than one
per cent.

The State boards and commissions and advisories,

1,732, and only 47 are Mexican-American.

And the city and county government officials, out of

So the three things that are very disturbing are, i

the whole process of employment, much of which is by appointme

[ 8
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a case in point which you did not elaborate, in East L. A.,

where you have the gerrymandering of the people to be able

N

to elect their own officials, and then, thirdly, the appoint-
ments of people to such prestigious positions and influential
positions as judgeships, you have almost -- you have 15 per
cent of the State that are locked out of government.

Do vou see this as a challenge to the leaders of
this State?

MR. STALL: Yes, I do. I see it as a joint challeng¢.

| The leadership of the State, and all of us are involved, state

| government, county government, city government.

I see it also as a challenge on the part of a group
' such as this to do what they can.

As I say, I think this is fine, and I surely want

to cooperate in every way I can.

55-’;5};#

REV. CASSO: 1Is there anything you can do to help

| change this figure of appointments without the people having

8

to come to you? Just -- that drastic figure.

It is going to be difficult to explain that to the

voung. That's the point.
MR. STALL: Yes. Again, I -- I have not -~ I don't

know, and I am surely not standing up here today to speak for

B 8 B B & B

-- for the appointment authority.

I am —— I am -— I am wondering in my experience, usirg

& R

that and projecting it on, where are the people who are
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desirous of them?

In other words, I told you that in my district I

of the County, but it is still a limited nunmber.
I.have been approached, vou know, one or two times
to speik to a group, a Legion group. The name right now ——

that is made up mostly of Mexican-American people.

appointment or this job.”

think it iz also the responsibility of the man that is even

at all interested, to let me know.

As to what has happened here on the State level of

* B ¥ BB E B o 0o 9 0 a » &6 » =

or's office, say, out.of the other 120 legislators in Cali-

fornia.

"

I don't know that. I am saying that I am speaking
nly from my --

REV. CASSO: Well, the reason I raise these points
f questions with you is because of your position with a majo
olitical party —-
MR. STALL: And that is a good thing, and I am glad

at you did, and I was not aware of these -- of these --

REV. CASSO: All right.

have a limited number of minority groups. It is a large part

All of this talk by the organizations and the indi-

viduals, I have had no contact, no one has said, "I want this

Now, I -- this is my responsibility, in part, but I

appointments, I may be projecting what has come to the Gover-

®

r
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Now, we have heard testimony again this morning that

! bacause a major portion of the people to whom the history of
San Diego owes a tremendous amount --
MR. STALL: Indeed.
REV. CASS0: -- and economically, and that that comegq
l in daily from the cousins across the border, we find ourselves
locked out of government by the lack of ability, by the gerry-
mandering process of inclusion for elected officials, and then
| the business of education, we are locked out for the same pro-
cess.
We are locked out in employment, so it is very dis-
turbing to hear the testimony of the attorney from the Legal
f Defense Fund in Los Angeles.
The people now are taking to the streets. You,in
| your position, and your prestigious position, what can be done

i to be able to share with the young that there is hope?

5 5 & & & B F &

On the 31st he tells us there's going to be prob-
lems. How can we tell them there's hope, when we look at the
record?

MR. STALL: I agree with you here. I think thisu:is
Ha —- is a very —- on this -- this is probably why you are meet-
:iﬁg. This is why we are talking about it, and I would be most
i happy to see the results of this hearing, to see the testimony |
f and read it, and I hope you will make -- I see you are record-

;ing. I hope that you will make copies available here.

5 8 B B B BB B
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I can assure you that I will do everything that I .
can in this area. These are to me extremely startling statis-

tics, and I would like to look more into it.

I want to -- I want to assure you this, not as any

| platform or rhetoric, that I will do this. And I am glad to

i have this brought to my attention. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick.

MR. GLICK: Mr. Stall, you stated the premise that ’
elections to public office should not be on an ethnic basis.

MR. STALL: Yes.

. MR. GLICK: That there is no reason why an Anglo

} can't represent a Mexican-American.

MR. STALL: Yes. “

MR. GLICEK: Or vice versa..

And certainly, in the abstract, I tend to agree with

| that, but in the history of American polities, and the history

of minority groups in America, and I cite some examples, it
seems that it is not really until they build a strong politi-
cal base, and I would suggest the people from Ireland in

Massachusetts, principally in Boston; the Jewish people in

| New York City; the Slavic people in Chicago, when they begin

to build a political base in the spoils of politics, which
plays some affair in the American economic life, then they

begin to gradually rise in education and in economic achieve- .

ment, and things begin to work in their favor.




297

Wouldn't you think that perhaps here in Califormia
this same kind of process needs to take place with respect to
the Mexican-American people, that through the building of a
strong political base, although it may in a sense be contrary
to our idea of the melting pot, that it is only through that
building of a political base that their rise will really take
place?

MR. STALL: Well, you compared it to the immigration,
say, of the frish, following the famine, to this country. I
don't ~— and that is right, they did build a political base,
but they built it on what? They built it on their numbers in
part, I suppose.

They built it on the strength that they didn't want
éo stay in this position or condition.

I don't think that we modified any of these laws to

B B £ B B E B ©o 0o 9« 0 a a o0 o »

let them get started on this political base.

L]

Now, I may have misunderstood the rest of your gques-
ion. I surely would say to any group, black, or brown, or
hite, yellow or whatever, that the way to achieve something
ithin our system is, you know, through a lobbying group, whe-
er you call that a political base or what.

We have, for example, in California --
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Speak a little louder, please.

MR. STALL: =-- 20 million population. In this we

B R 8 B B B & &

ave a great number of voters. I have got, for example,
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140,000 voters in my district, and every one of them becomes
a lobbyist to me for his own particular thing. .

Teachers, and they form their groups, to achieve
their ends. I see néthing wrong here for a group of citizens
with like-minded goals and objectives to, as you say, move in
and form a political base. This is part of the system, and
I would commend that.

I don't know if we need a law to make it easier for
thenm to form this base. We surely hawve got all of the provi-
sions here for pressure groups, lobbying groups, whether they
are Republicans or Democrats, the teacher organizations, or
the school administrators, or the national -- or the contrac-
tors associations ~- you know, to get some power in some way
to achieve the goals that they are active within our system.

I think this is fine. Now, did I miss the thrust of
your question?

MR. GLICK: No. I think you got it, and I don't want
to be argumeritative, but I would just suggest, wouldn't it be
possible that if there are some statutes, un-Constitutional
provisions which establish districting for assembly and sena-
torial districts and city charters that establish councilmatic
districts, that presently tend to inhibit the building of a

political base by Mexican-Americans, shouldn't some considera-

tion be given to withdrawing these inhibitions through the .

redrawing of district lines, or through the changing of city
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charters to establish —— not changing the city charters, but
to change the councilmatic districts so as to promote the
building of this political base?

I am asking whether or not you would think that it
might not be advantageous to do this?

MR. STALL: I would say no, and I would say that
for the reasons that I brought aut in my prepared remarks. I
y think that this would contribute to a division.
We have been told repeatedly, you know, that we are

| one qg?ion. We should be.

And I think this sort of thing is going to divide
us further. WNow, granted, you have brought up some problems
| here, and I have pointed them out -— I tried to point them out|
i Surely these figures here are startling enough, but I don't
%think we are going to solve the problem by adding another item
i to the laws on reapportioning by saying that it must be done
ethnically, because then we are going to have some built-in
:permanent divisions that I don't think could be erased.

I say that if you have this strength, and it is
there, that there is something -- something has been wrong in
I looking at this situation if there has been a conscious effort
| to exclude the Mexican-American from participation in govern-
i ment.

And the people involved in this, and the parties

| involved in this should have this brought to their attention
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through the means that we have available, and that goes for
the drawing of councilmatic lines, the supervisorial lines, .
anything else.

But to draw those lines on the basis of a law that

of this, I think we are then in a debasive figure approach.

MR. GLICK: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Stall, you indicated that
every one of yaur constituents is a lobbyist in the sense of
being in your district.

MR. STALL: That is right. Vote on this bill; don't
vote on it. Push this measure; don't push that.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: What percentage of your constitu-.
ents are Mexican-American?

MR.‘STALL: It is very small. It is something like
-- I don't know -- something like about four per cent.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: About four per cent.

Has your office taken any steps to contact directly
or take some steps to go to that four per cent?in terms of
finding out if they have problems, or what those prcblems are?

MR. STALL: No, but I -- not directly, no. In other
words, we have gone to -- as I mentioned before -- the Legion
Post that is made up of the Mexican-Americans. I have spoken

there. ‘I'

I do have a —- a series of approaches that I make to
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{ the entire district, districtwide approaches to everybody that

is registered, a newsletter, questionnaires, of which I have
i had a fantastic response of people returning them, like 23 per
cent of the last guestionnaires I sent out.

Columns in the paper. I do get -- I deo get calls inj|
| I don't want to leave here today with you thinking that I have
} no contact at all.

I can remember in the last, oh, since this last £fall,
at least four that have had problems. One had a problem, as I
remember, Mr. Lopez from Carlsbad, a problem with a bank of
some sort, which we carried out through a fairly long compli-

} cated procedure.

Someone else was having difficulty with some water
rights in a water district.

There was another prcblem with some unemployment. A
i problem of compensation.

And I think the fourth one had to do with -- had to
do with an argument that he was having with his landlord.

That is four, like out of hundreds of calls that comej
fin. I do get letters in frequently on things like, "We need
imore of this" or "more of that.”

| CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right.

The people are apparently still having difficulty

aI‘:ghea:ring you in the back.
r
E

MR. STALL: I don't understand it. The Senate over
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1‘ here hasn't provided very good speaker systems. I will try to

talk louder.

N

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: All right.

«\

[ -8

Are the four per cent in one area, or are they ——

MR. STALL: No, they are scattered around. My dis-
trict runs from Orange and Riverside in the north to the Mexi-
can border, and from Imperial on the east to the ocean, and

excludes the City of San Diego and South Bay, and there is a

®

great concentration of Mexican-Americans in South Bay.

)

I_have a few precincts in Oceanside, and then a
limited number down along the border, really.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Faced with the situation as we
' are, with those statistics, and the realities as you have .
pointed out about the Republican and Democratic Party process,

and accepting the premise as you have indicated about repre-

58 & 8 & B £ &

{ sentation being one that should be available to all parties,

! all persons, how would and how should the Mexican-American

g

community go about to change those figures, to become a
| greater part of this political arena that we find ourselves
in?

MR. STALL: Well, as I mentioned previously, again
I think this could be done with -- in many ways. It could be

done with the formation of organizations. It could be done

with the formation of a group who would call on their elected.

8 officials or write letgers.

EEENENNE
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It surely should be the responsibility, too, on the
other slide of tﬁose of us in positions where we can hire, or
we can inflvence appdintments to be aware of these things.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Do you feel that part of this
problem is caused by not knowing? In other words, that the
political parties and leaders are unaware of this situation,
that if it was brought to their attention, it could be changed?

MR. STALL: If you are asking me if this is an inten-
tional thing, then I will have to answer your question yes,
because I do not think this is intentional or on purpose, and

I again have to speak on my background.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Do you think this has occurred

unintentionally?

MR. STALL: Yes. I don't think there is any inten-
tion ——

(Laughter from the audience.)

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Father Casso?

REV. CASS0: Yestercay Dr. Bravo showed us a memor-
andum wherein commitments were made to him by the present Gov-
ernor of the State to help change some of these appointment
figures, and his testimony was that these commitments were not
kept, although sizable amounts of people voted Republican in
that given year, so that being the case, how do you see that
this can be changed, when commitments like that are not kept?

MR. STALL: Well, of course I don't know the details o
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} of the letter of Dr. Bravo or his testimony, that sort of
thing. I would be hard put to say. .

You know, if a man makes a commitment, and then
doesn't keep it, that is bad, and something should be done
about that. I would like to see the testimony, or read the
letter. I cannot believe, in my dealings with the Administra-
§ tion, -~ and I have been wiFh them for four years —- that this
could really be the case, that there could have been an inten-
tional effort here to deceive and defraud.

REV. CASSO: I believe that is going to be part of
the record, is it not?

MR. STALL: Yes. I would be happy to see it.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: I want to thank you, Assemblyman
Stall, for appearing here.

I think one of the recommendations that this Commit-
tee will make to the Mexican-American community will be to
§ form and have these groups gathered and meet with your caucus,
with the Democratic caucus, and present these items.
MR. SYALL: I think this is an excellent idea, and

again I have talked to —— in my district I have talked to hund-

kv¢ have this communication. .

There may be some feeling that there is a problem
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i the Mexican-American education projeet at Sacramento State

! College, of which there are 20 of us.

f for a maximum of 15 years, so we know some of the things that
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} have been going on in the educational field and in some of

{ the areas of neglect, as far as the Chicanos are concerned.

8 ..gv.

} mical and educational concerns of the Chicano migrant.
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that somebody is trying to sweep under the rug. It is not a
great problem to me, due to the fact, as I say, in my own dis-
trict I haven't had this prcblem, but I would hope that we
could open the doors and reach something here.

I want to leave with just one statement, that I hope
we don't have to go to legislation to achieve this objective,
that it can be done by good will on both sides.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to appear.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you.

The next scheduled witnesses-will be three, Martin
de Leon, Cody Colchado, and Dan Ruiz,

Would you state for the record your name and occu-
MR. RUIZ: Daniel Ruiz.
MR. DE LEON: Martin de Leon.

MR. COLCHADO: Cody Colchado.

MR. RUIZ: We are three Chicano graduate students in

We have been in education for a minimum of two vears,

Our paper deals specifically with political, econo-
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And we have copies for each and every one of you,
s0 I won't go into reading our entire paper. ’
However, -— by the way, I should mention that we are

working on a master's degree in bilingual education, because
we are concerned about figures.

Recently we had a speaker from the State Department
who came to speak to us, Dr. Eugene Gonzalez, who stated that
in California there are 530,000 students in EMR classes, Edu-
cational Mental Retardation, and we find that the highest per-
centage, 20 per cent, are Spanish-speaking, and we know the
figure is too high.

We are also concerned about percentages, like 50

per cent of Spanish-speaking in California drop out by the .

eighth grade, by the time they get to the eighth grade.

And these are some of the areas that we feel as edu~

B B ¥ B B B B o o 9 0 a & a0 v w

cators we will be able to have some input when we go back to

<]

our respective communities, our respective districts.

However, in this area, as far as the migrant is con-
cerned, let me share with you and the audience a few of our
remarks in our papers that I think summarizes our feeling as

far as the migrant, and aleo the Spanish-speaking in this

tate and in our country.

B R B B B B

The word "Chicano" has taken on greater significance

d general acceptance.

For the Mexican-American youth it has taken on a




56

—

8

f consider both his individual need and his cultural heritage.

t tion for their children that they received.

i cerned with the plight of the Spanish-speaking migrant worker,

f lect of their children.

5 5 & K & B &

Elhere in California. An estimated 190,000 agricultural migrant
§ workers and their families were on the move in 43 counties in

| California during 1968.

| Fourteen per cent were Anglo, and the balance were American

: Indian, Negre,:and other ethnic groups.
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meaning of self-realization, a feeling of diqpity and pride,
and a new sense of worth, as well as a renewed sense of pur-
pose.

This new sense of purpose has given him the strength

to demand changes in an educational system that has failed to
The Chicano upheaval, the Chicano movement, the Browﬂ
Power struggle, has also taken place amonc young Mexican-Ameri-
can-parents who are not willing to settle for the same educa-
Their plea seems loud and clear. "We are Americans,
too, and damn it, we want a fair share of the pie."
We in the Mexicar-American Lducation Project are con-

the uneven voting laws that he faces, and the educational neg-

Let us take a closer look at the migrant population

About 81 per cent of them were of Mexican origin.

Of this total migrant population, Californians

accounted for approximately 60 per cent, and the rest were from
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other states and Mexico.

laborers had five or more children. This compared with 14 per

Thirty—-one per cent of the wives of these farm

cent for all other occupational groups.

The average annual wage earned by California farm
workers in 1965, including nonfarm earnings, was $1,388.

In 1967 the average hourly wage for California farm
workers was $1.62, which compared favorably with the $1.33
hourly wage paid to farm workers in other parts of the country

However, these wages were the lowest of all indus-

tries. §1.73 for laundry and dry cleaning workers was the

i second lowest. 2And $4.09 for construction workers was the

| highest. .

These are for us the areas which, as educators, we

must be cognizant of if we are going to make our contribution

} to the Chicano movement.

The role of the educators is an important one, and
we are prepared to face the challenge. Are you?

Politically, economically, and socially our total
efforts will affect not only the survival of our educational
system, but will insure egual opportunities under the law for
all of our citizens and the ultimate survival of our nation.

(Whereupon, Mr. Ruiz continued his presentation in

Spanish.) .

Enough said. We are Americans, and we have the
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(Applause.)

MR. DE LEON: This 1s on education. The educational
statistics for Mexican-Americans are shocking.

For example, their drop—out rate is more than twice
the rate of the national average.

An estimate of the average number of school years
completed by Mexican-Americans is 7.1 years, and is signifi-
cantly below figures -- below figures of Anglo children, which
is 12.1.

A VOICE: I have an announcement.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right.

(Discussion off the record.)

CHATRMAN SILLAS: We will be in order again.

MR. DE LEON: An estimate of the average number of
school years completed by Mexican-Americans is 7.1 years, or
significantly below figures of Anglo children, which is 12.1,
and Negro pupils, which is 9.0 years.

A 1964 survey revealed in Texas that 39 per cent of
its Mexican-Americans had less than a fifth-grade education.
And Mexican—-Americans, 25 years of age or older, have as 1itt1q
as 4.8 years of schooling.

Almost half of the Mexican-Americans in Texas are
essentially still functionally illiterate.

In California, 50 per cent of the Spanish-speaking

students drop out of school by the time they reach the eighth




59

o L o | s

b

55;';.{35.5 > o

Nk BN BB G

310

§ grade.

These are some of the things that we in the Mexican:

E American Educational Project are serving, researching. We don

like the figures.

Mr. Ruiz stated that there are 20 gradvates in the

| Mexican-American Project of roughly about 40 undergraduate

students.

The purpose is to come in, get educated, and return

to the barrios, return to our home towns. We come from all

¥ over the State of California.

We have pupils from San Diego, Los Angeles, practi-
cally every point in the State of California.
We are concerned about not only the education, but .

the discrimination and, gentlemen, you name it, and we are

| trying to put a stop to this.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank vyou.

Any questions?

MR. GLICK: No.

REV. CASS0: You mentioned your concern about the
migrant and the laws, particularly the voting laws that affect
the migrant.

And since we are concerned here as to the political
involvement of the Mexican-American and how politics and how
the laws affect the Mexican-American, is there a recommendati.

that you can make to us that we can make to do something about
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'to be here to vote. They are unaware about absentee ballots.
5 They are unaware about many other things as politics, and we

; felt that the unawareness was there because of the educational

! sentation, and you will be receiving one of our final reports
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the challenge, the problem with regard to laws as they affect
the migrant in voting?

MR. RUIZ: Well, for one thing, when you are talking
about a Chicano, you are talking about a lot of problems, and
then you talk about a migrant, and yoﬁ are talking about 100
per cent just that much more, as far as education and as far

as being politically aware.

The migrants are completely isolated from anything -

as far as the political arena or the educational arena, because¢

There are several things installed into the system

that says you have to do something before you vote. You have

CHAIRMAN SILILAS: Mr. Gabourie?
MR. GABOURIE: ©No questions.

CEAIRMAN SILLAS: Gentlemen, thankyou for your pre-

which will have your documents and comments, and our
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recommendations.

Thank you again. .

Our next scheduled speaker is Richard Calderon.

Will you state for the record your name and occupﬁ-
tion, please? |

MR. CALDERON: My name is Richard Caldexron from Los
Angeles, and presently I am employed as research project super{
visor for the training programs.

At this time I would like to thank the Commission
for the opportunity to speak here today, and you will be
receiving a copy of my statement.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Richard, could you talk a little
louder into the mike? ‘

MR. CALDERON: You will be receiving a copy of my
statement that Mr. Erickson is distributing right now.

I realize that the Commission is nonpartisan in
nature, but when speaking of representation for the Chicano
community, we have to realize right off the bat that 90 per
cent of our community are registered Democrats.

And my particular activity in politics has been in
the Democratic arena. I feel that my personal experience in
politics reflects in many ways the frustrations of the Mexi-~
can-American community in trying to achieve representation.

I have attached a little resume sheet that gives my.

own personal involvement and experience, and I am sure that
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the materials previously submitted in the past two days, that

you have received a substantial number of examples of gerry-
nandering of the Chicano community.

I have attached my copy of what I feel is the gross
political emasculation of the Mexican-American community in
Los Angeles. That is under Exhibit Wo. 1.

In addition, I am submitting Exhibit No. 2, that in
my estimation would indicate that a Mexican-American candidate
has an excellent chance to win the majority of the votes in
any district where the Spanish-surname percentage is 35 per
cent of the total registered voters.

By this I mean to indicate that meaningful oppor-
tunity can be afforded the Mexican—-American community only
where districts are constructed with this percentage (or
higher}.

This is aside from the comments that I have compiled
together, because I feel it is wvery important that I respond
to one of the previous speakers. I believe his name was
Stall, from San Diego.

And he commented that maybe this Commission, or
maybe some other participants are injecting racism.into the
electoral process.

Let me suggest that racism was injected a long time
ago, and it wasn't injected by our community. And by this I

would document it by a study that was made in 1964 by the




314
California Democratic Council that listed all of the assembly .

candidates from Santa Barbara to the Mexican border, and it
was listing them in an order of receiving votes from Democra-

tic registered voters. -

D NS "
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In other words, what they were asseséing was the

Democratic loyalty. And in that year with approximately 50
T e o s . RN RS R s T

assembly districts, they found that the persons rating the

lowest, and the persons who were incumbent at that time —-
there was a person by the name of Bill Soto, a Chicano, who
was residing in the district that was over 60 per cent Demo-
cratic in registration, and he barely won that election by
approximately 1,000 votes.

He had the lowest rating of any assemblyman incumben,
in the Southern California area. When they assessed those per-

sons who were the nominees of the party, the person who rated

BB ¥ BE B E B oo 9 o0 a »a a 0+

the lowest for Democratic loyalty as far as the voters were

g

concerned, it was Cruz Reinoso, a candidate out in the Imperial
area, who lost the race by 8,000 votes in a district that he
should have won if we are just talking about the number of
registered Democrats by at least 10,000 votes.

His was also a district that was over 60 per cent.
And gentlemen, I think this is more than just an
isolated situation. I think it is a pattern, and I think we

can show time and time again that there are many registered .

8 2 B 8B B B B &

oters, registered Democrats who are from the majority commu-
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nity who will simply not vote for a Mexican-American candi-
date because of the racism that he is injecting into that

particular election.

So I repeat, racism has been injected a long time
ago, and we are not injecting it for the first time.

As a realist, I fully realize that the humanitarian
appeal is not the most effective way to achieve representation
due to our community.

I know that the districts are drawn by legislators
whose first concern is individual survival, rather than dedi-
cated to the total communities of the State.

However, I believe that many of these same persons,
of the Democrats, can benefit in a greater magnitude in the
long run by creating districts where Chicano representation
cén be achieved.

I would like to cite a couple of examples what might
be forthcoming, and how it would -- I think you can draw your
own conclusions —- how it would affect the Democratic Party.

And again, the reason I am saying this is the major-
ity of our people are registered Democrats, and the realities
aée -— and the Democratic Party has the majority and will be
the dominant force in calling the shots for the new districts.

The La Raza Unida Party is now in the forming stage
as a result of many years of frustration in our community.

If Mexican~-American districts are constructed in
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this State, I believe that the energies of our community will
be channeled to achieve representation in those areas. .

Conversely, if no districts are drawn in our behalf,

I foresee the strong possibility of La Raza Unida Party develop-

ing and qualifying for the 1972 general elections.

The net effect would then be that it would certainly
fill themle of a "Spoiler" for any Democratic district that
would have 15 per cent or better Spanish-surname registration.

I am also sure that the 1972 Presidential elections
are paramount to the Democratic Party, especially when one
considers the pivotal position of California now that it will
have the largest number of electoral votes in the nation.

In this light, any disaffection by a significant ‘po’
tion of the Democratic Party in California will have national
repercussions.

And I feel very strongly that if our commupity is

slighted again in this year's reapportionment, that many per-

‘sons ‘Would Iisten to and become involved in a freedom-delega—

tion.

I would like to remind the Commission that this
occurred at the previous National Democratic Convention, where
the Mississippi Freedom Delegation was fighting to be seated. .

I think that we would be gettihg many allies because
it would prove the contention of many Southerners that the .

Eastern and Western States are unjust‘in many ways to the
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| support by the Southern delegations to impede the seating of

! the largest delegation in this country.

! very complex in drawing the lines, and I realize that it will
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minorities, as well as the Southern States have been accused.

And because of this, I feel there would be strong

I realize that the prcblems are many, and they are

also be additionally difficult in Los Angeles County, since
we will be losing three assembly districts.

And I know that to further accommodate ocur community
i by making four or five assembly districts in Los Angeles County
further compounds the issue.

Yet I want to remind everyone here that there are
f potential national implications, and these problems, although
| they seem to be major now, can be reduced to a more simple
| denominator, and that being that if the Democratic Party at
| this point finds some manner to resolve the problems of placing
eight persons in some sort of position where they really feel
%that they are being elevated, that they are being accommodated]
I think that will be much simpler to do at this time than next
vear, trying to rationalize and justify to over two million
Mexican-Americans in this State why they were excluded from
the democratic process.

That's the conclusion of my remarks, gentlemen.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you very much, Mr. Calderon.

Mr. King, any questions?




67

5

8 BB B B B &

5 65 F B B B B o o ~ o o » o

318
MR. KING: No.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick?

MR. GLICK: No.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father Casso?

REV. CASSO: Mr. Calderon, did you hear the testi-
mony this morning for these facts and figures that were pre-
sented?

MR. CALDERON: Not those that you showed a little
while ago. I saw the reference to then. |

I might amplify a little bit, that same:gentleman I
referred to earlier indicated that he didn't feel that there
was a large enough block, population, to make districts for
our communities for representation. .

And I will say right here that it is an outright
falsehood. I have been inveolved in Los Angeles County for the
last nine, ten years, and under Exhibit 1 you will see where
the Eastern part of Los Angeles City is cut in two by three
councilmatic districts, and that portion that I am referring
to is about 75 or 80 per cent Mexican-Americans.

¥hen you extend further east into the County area,
yéu will find that six assembly districts cut into that east-
ern portion of the County, which again is heavily populated
by the Chicano community, and there is no question in my mind
that we could have at least one, if not two, congressional .

districts, and a minimum of one state senate, and a minimum of
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| four assemwbly districts from that immediate area, with 35 per

i confidence in appointed positions, because these positions

] don't allow real latitude, real freedom toc act.
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cent or better registration.

REV. CASSO: Mr. Calderon, do you find these figures

MR. CALDERON: I do, but I will say this: TI have noj

My belief is that the only area where you can get
some independents are those positions that are elected.

I feel very strongly that no one is going to give
us anything. I think that the only way that we will get some-
; thing is when they realize that they have something to lose if
} they don't do it, so I don't think that I, myself, and many
§ of the other people are here pleading for something, but we
§ are just suggesting what has to be done if their particular
_structure is-not one to remain -- well,iif‘éﬁéif structure is
! not golng to be threatened in the future, and I am implying
right now to the Democratic Party structure, that it is defi-
nitely threatened within the next year if they don't act in
a proper manner, for their own benefit, as well as ours.

REV. CASSO: One final question, Mr. Calderon.

Do you have an opinion as to why 1961, the redividing
of these lines, was made, as to the reason they were made?

MR. CALDERON: Well, if you are talking about the --

REV. CASS0O: I am talking about Los Angeles, your
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area now. - ‘l'i
MR. CALDERON: Why we were cut up?

REV. CASSO: Yes.

MR. CALDERON: Well, the primary consideration was
a self-serving consideration, and it happened that in 1960
the Democratic Party was also in pawe;, and numerically or
arithmetically, it benefits the Democratic Party to cut up our
community, because what they are doing is slicing into a rich
pie where the registration is 90 per cent or better Democra-
tic, and by each district taking a chunk from that rich pie,
they come out with districts that are 60 per cent or better
in registration, so it gives them the opportunity to get more
Democratic districts. ‘

What I am saying now is that the community in East
Los Angeles is not the same cormunity that existed in 1960.
I don't think there are fears of acting out against estab-
lished struéﬁures, such as the Democratic Party, and I am sure
that the Democratic Party is well aware of the sensitivity of
the entire country to the results of any actions within the
State.

And I repeat, I think it definitely threatens

national Democratic politics. I think they can be seriously

challenged at the National Convention .in '72.

REV. CASSO: Did you hear the testimony vesterday .

of Mr, Waxman, an assemblyman in charge of reapportionment?
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MR. CALDERON: I was not here yesterday.
I heard somepne comment that he wasn't even con-
vinced that there should be districts made up in the nature

\c

that we would like to see.

I am sorry to see that he has either been misinformed
or ill-informed, and I think that with this type of attitude,
his leadership in the Democratic Party, I think, is certainly
going to be diminished, because we are going to be a much
more significant party, and his remarks, I think, are
recorded and will be remembered.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Gabourie?

MR. GABOURIE: No gquestions.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: I have a couple here.

Mr. Calderon, you used the number eight as being a
number which you felt would be acceptable to the Chicano com—
mﬁ.nity in the reapportionment.

Is that breakup four assemblymen, two congressmen
and two senators?

MR. CALDERON: Well, actually, if we are talking

about strictly proportionately, I would say 4.8 assemblymen

?

in L9§ Angeles County.

I don't have a breakdown of the rest of the counties
in the State, but L. A. County would be 4.8, and that would be
a minimum of two state senate districts, and two congressional..

MR. REINHARDT: You also use the per cent of 35 per
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cent as being what you considered a safe figure for a Chicano
candidate. .
What do you base that opinion on?
MR. CALDERON: Well, I made an assessment of the
results of the elections that I was recently involved in for
| the 29th Congressional District, and we found that without

i question, anywhere we had even close to 35 per cent of the

Q4 o

registered votes, we carried that area heavily.
It was the marginal areas of 20 to 25 per cent that
we had problems. Some we won, and some we didn't.
Where there was 35 per cent, there was no question.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right. Thank you very much,

Mr. Calderon, for your appearance and testimony. Your report.

i has been received.
We will now take a five-minute breaﬁzﬁ'

(A short recess was taken.)

B & S B B F S o o

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Our next scheduled witness is Mr.

Lt

Abe Tapla, President, Mexican-American Political Association.
(Applause.)
CHAIRMAN STILLAS: Would you state your name for the
record, and occupation, please?

MR. TAPIA: Abe Tapia, professional agitator, Chicang

agitator.

But for the record, all that this Commission has to

do is call the local Police Department, the FBI, the Justice
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Department, and you will have all of the facts before you of
who I am and what I represent, and what organization we have
been trying to develop in terms of politics, since we are
going to address ourselves to the exclusion of Mexicanos in
the State of California.

But before going into any remarks with respect to
allowing the members of this Commission, since they are all,
I am sure, not bilingual --

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Could you speak up a little more?

MR. TAPIA: All right.

I am going to say some words in Spanish. I am sure
that there's much need for this Commission to once again
address itself to the problem of Spanish-speaking.

We have in the past come before you to present testi-
mony in English. That in itself is not, you know, of any
value to the Spanish-speaking who are out there in the State
of California and are not in fact being informed of what you
are doing or what you intend to do.

I think this Commission owes a responsibility to
those three million Mexican people that are there, those mono-
linguals who do not speak, read or write English. I think you
should have these sessions in Spanish.

I think you ought to address yourselves to the very
important factors that we have to present to you as indivi-

duals that represent the respective communities.
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I think you must, you know, align yourselves with
the Spanish-speaking, if you are truly seeking to change or .
trying to find ways in which to help the Spanish-speaking.
(Whereupon, Mr. Tapia delivered a 30-minute presen-
tation in Spanish. Said presentation has been preserved on

tape, which is now in the custody of the court reporter.)

I am going to go into the reasons of why we have

particularly.

And I wish to -- because we do have a representative
of the Democratic Party here, I wish to call attention to
;epresentatives of the Democratic Party and the Republican
Party, as well. ‘

The Democratic Party with the idea that liberals are
the best Hr the Mexican community, that the Democratic Party
is the ideal party for the Mexican people has tried to convincg
us, and in fact has practiced, yvou know, psychological geno-
cide on our people by always saying that the Dewocratic Party
since the days of Roosevelt has been the one &go has kept you
alive, that they have been the ones whohave given you every-
thing that you have.

What have we? We lost California for being too good.

That is what they gave us.

It was those Democrats that gave away California -—‘

took it away, I should say, but we wish to remind the
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(Applause.)

MR. TAPIA: I think the Democratic Party ought to
address itself tothe question of these districts now, once
and for all.

If they fail to realign the districts or cut them
up as they do to the interest of the Mexican people, they
will suffer. They will suffer in defeat, and I propose that
we go to the National Convention with the National Convention
with the Freedom Organization and go into the National Con-
vention and say to them that California is no different than

the South; in fact, it is even worse.

They have racial bigots in the State of California

B B BE B o o0 2 0o aa & & © M

that have practiced this kind of discrimination against the

g-

:Mexican—American people for many years, and it is high time

5 ¥ehat this Commission, as well as those in -- members of the

ms‘Legislature address themselves to those problems.

It was those liberals that were in power, those

We should have been saying to them at those -- years

ago -- and we did -- "Why didn't you align the districts to

"Why did you sit by guietly when everyone was prac-

:ticing genocide against our people?

"Why didn‘'t you, the forefront-runners, the good-
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minded people, the Democrats, do something about discrimina- .
tion in housing?

"Why didn't you do something about employment, as
far as the Mexican community? |

"Why did you let education get down to the standard
that it is now?

"Why did you deny that child, you know, the right
to partake as co-equals with anyone else?

"Why did you try to rob the person here in this
State of California of his language?"

This Democratic Party —- and I have in the past

presented it to the party, that "you must change, and you must

reform yourself”, and I mean reform it that all languages of
the Democratic Party coming into the circles from the states
of local level be in Spanish. Everything coming out of the
Démocratic Party, as well as the Republican Party must come
out in Spanish, so that our people can truly feel that they
can partake in this society.

If you ignore the question of the language, and you
do not move to insure that the ballots are written inOSPanish,
i% you do not move to make it a must that wheﬁ you come to the
Convention of the Democratic Party, that you have everything
that is being said, that everything is being presented in Span-
ish, that when you have individuals that appear before the .

Democratic Party, that they be given the right to speak in
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| Spanish.

* a hidden form.

! we even have members of the Legislature, from the Senate, try-

| are racist, because they only stand up for Mexicans, ti:at
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| Somebody else?
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The Democratic Party hasn't done that, nor do I see
a change in it.
I have seen the proposal that they have before them

now. It is again the same redundant type of discrimination in

They talk about how we are going to be given oppor-
tunities. I question whether they will give us opportunities.

I ggestion whether they will in fact ever be able to really sup}

port Chicanos..in local races, assembly races, senate races, anfi

- JUR .

ing to inject in the Senate record —-- or have injected in the

Senate record that organizations such as MALDEF, because they

That is true. Who else is going to stand up for the

Well, the answer has been for hundreds of years, no.
Nco one has stood up for the Mexican community, and if it must
be on the record that MALDEF is racist, then let it be so, but
it is you who created the racism.

We are there only fighting to gain some representa-
tion in our State of California on the basis of being right,
on the basis that you tax our people, and you have no right to
tax them if you do not give then representation.

I think you have to live up to the principles of the

?
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Constitution. You have to address yourself to the change that

is necessary. 1
' If you do not, you will not have a Democratic Party.
You will fail miserably.

As you know, in this last election, many Democrats
felt, and many of you talked about it, how do we keep organi-
zations such as MALDEF and other Chicano groups from getting
organized to the point that it will be a threat against local
assemblymen and local senators?

You can't do that any longer. With three million
peoplae coming into the stronghold of the State of California,

you are going to have a war, a continual war. We might lose

a battle, but the war goes on, and I think that is what we ‘
are indicating to you, that we are asking for peace and tran-
guillity, just as much as you are, but we are not going to
take a step backwards.

I think that the Democratic Party ought to talk about
the districts that we wish to obtain for the Mexican community,
such as the 45th, the 48th, the 5lst, the 50th.

Those- districts, you know, that are heavily popu-
lated by the Mexican community. You and I know it, that
there is well over one million people in that very area of
the County there, and also you know there's some 600,000 Span-

ish-speaking people in that area, and yet we have no repre-

sentation.
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 million people residing in the State of California.
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Out of one lousy little district in the State of
California, the very smallest district in the State of Cali-
fornia, we were able to finally obtain representation, with

the 40th District. That is not enough, when you have three

What the Democratic Party ought to do, the Republi-
can Party ought to do, and all of those high liberal-minded
people, they ought to call attention to the Nationalization
Act which discriminates against the Mexican-American people.

That Act says that we cannot become citizens merely
because we can't read the English language, or that we can't
read the Constitution in English.

That is what you ought to do if you really want to
change, because out of that you will get many, many more peopld
that will be able to participate, and I mean participate as
co-equals.

You will be able to give them an entry into society
that is, above all things, a necessary thing for this society,
if we are able to survive.

You cannot go on, you cannot go on and keep Mexican
people in ignorance. You cannot go on and discriminate against
them on the basis of laws or administrative rulings, because
you feel that's right for this country.

You can do some things, though. You can free them

from that bondage, from that bondage that has kept them, you
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; Know, into a situation that they have been unable through theb

We have tried everything. The peaceful route has been the qnlg
¢ way that we have tried, and yet we have failed to achieve any
f kind of equality or any kind of suggestions from those in powef
§ that we are really going to get a change in the State of Cali-

i fornia, as well as in this country.

§ that the Jews suffered genocide, you know, in Germany, and

f we don't wish it to be practiced against the Mexican people ‘

B 8§ 5 B B B

8 change those laws in order to allow our people to maintain
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courts -- they have been unable through the courts, mind you.

We know that that Walter-McCarran Act needs to be
changed, and you can't allow those in power, those that use the
offices of immigration to suppress our people, such as George

Rosenburgh in Los Angeles, that individual ought not to forget

through the process of administrative laws and rulings.

I think he ought to have the courage and conviction
to stand up and say that the laws of immigration and naturali-
zation aren't just.

I find it out of order when I see Mexican-American
people being exploited, when I see them being denied the right
to health care, and being denied the right to organize them-
selves into unions, when I see them being attacked by the
police. I see this as totally unacceptable to me as a Hexican,
and citizen of this country.

I find this unacceptable, and I think we have to
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their status here as well as anyone else. )

We wish to remind the United States, and also this
legislature, that we cannot allow employers to tax our people,
pay income tax, Social Security, FICA, anything else that you -
can talk about -- and they talk about them being illegal.

They employ them, and they tax them, and then they
deport them. You have no right in this State of California to
deport anyone, especially when you are cheating them and rob-
bing them. This country does not hawve that right, nor are we
going to allow it.

You must pay back every cent that every person that
you call an illegal -- every person that has been deported;
we wish them to be brought back into the community, into the
Mexican community, or give them back to the Mexican people
who are back on the other side of the border.

You must pay that penalty, because the United States,
in collusion with the State of California, where the majority
of the Mexicans are, have practiced this type of a situation
where they have taken moneys from our people and have used it
for the wars of Vietnam. This we oppose, totally.

A VOICE: Ricght on.

(Applause.)

MR. TAPIA: It also shouéd come to your attention,

and I heard it yesterday in testimony, that once you have an

electable candidate, that this is what we need. This is a
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bunch of b. s. We don't need an elected candidate. We need
a candidate that comes from the community, and selected by thej
community, and we don't give a damn if the Democratic Party
likes him, or the Republican Party likes him.

We are going to select him, not the parties. The
Chicano community is going to select their own candidates,
and that is why I have been trying to resolve some of the
problems in our own community of unifying our community so

that we can, once and for all, determine what are we going to

do with the two-party system that affects us every day? Every

day the most miserable of conditions.

We are saying to them that the lL.a Raza Unida Party
is going to be one that is gecing to fight them, no matter wha'
We are going to make it a reality in the State of California,
such as in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and Colorado.

We are going to continue to hound each and every one
of yBbu. We are going to practice that psychological damage
on your minds, as Cesar Chavez has.

(Applause.)

MR. TAPIA: We are going to practice that psycholo-
g{cal damage that Cesar Chavez has practiced on the ranchers.

Can you imagine those growers every night going to
sleep and wondering, what is that little Mexican going to do
tomorrow? That is really a damaging thing.

He is wondering if he is going to lose all of his
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! and we must continue where we are able to. We must always be

# there at the forefront in order to obtain at least tranguillity

1 the fact that when we have struggles in this country, the

| can people in this whole country of airs, but the thing that I
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fields, lose all of his help.

And he is not using one single weapon, just the wea-
pon of being right. A person that is doing something that is
just, and that is the kind of war that we are engaged in.

I think it is a war that we are going to continue,

and at least to obtain representation that we so much need.
But one of the things- that we ecan sum up, and that
is important for you as representatives of the parties, and

also representatives of the various communities, to recognize
Mexican people, we have well over 15 million, possibly, Mexi-

wish to remind the State of California, being the closest to
the Mexican border, that there are 300 to 400 million Latins
that don't necessarily favor the United States, and I wonder
how much more you are going to punish Mexico, how much longer
are you going to go on with your sort of buying out those couni
tries.

You can't practice imperialism in Mexico, because
we are not going to allow it as Mexican-Americans or citizens -
of this country, because we tend to believe that because you
have, in fact, perpetrated -- and Iam talking about the United

States and citizens -—- have perpetrated such a situation




235

througlhiout the Latin-American countries that you don't have .
¥ any friends there at all.

We know why you don't have any friends. You don';
take care of even those Mexicans in this country, so how can
| they ever say to you that you have been fair? How can they
say to you that you are really trying to solve the problems
that affect everyone in this society?

liow can you say it is a melting pot, when there's 10
or 15 million people out of a job?

But you must remind yourself every night that

there's three or four hundred million that are watching you

every day. It is not the yellow race. It is all of those thi
i surround us,all around us, everydday.

And I know one thing, the day will come when the
Mexican Government will uprise. I know the day will come, and

jthen they will say to you, "You must pay back every penny that
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j you stole from the Mexican community. You must pay."
(Applause.)
MR. TAPIA: There is a process that we have already
stated before, and we will state it here. MALDEF is organiz-
ing in Mexico, as well as here in the United States, and we

lare going to continue to do so.

We are going to engage in these struggles that are
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igoing to be for the determination of our people, and that we q

2 flare going to call attention in the country of Mexico to the
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wrongs that they also have, but that they rust also address
themselves to the probillems that they have in the communities
here in the United States; that they must challenge the Fresi-
dent of the United States, and not let President Nixon, or

any President, for that matter, perpetrate the buying out of
people, and enslavement of the people such as they are doing
along the bordeé.

What they are doin¢ now, because they can't find the
black community, and they can't enslave them no longer, they
are now trying to enslave the liexican community alonag the bor-
der. This we will not tolerate.

We are going to get rid of those conglamerate indus-
tries that we have in Mexico, and outside on the borders. We
are going to find a way in which to eliminate them, yet them
out of there. We don't want the enslavement of people.

You must use the influcnce cf this Commission to
look into thocse things that are happening there.

Whén those people are used as daily commuters to
be slaves for you, no. I say that this country, if they wish
tc have all of the fruit picked, everylody ought to be a picker
if that is the way it is going to he.

I don't find it right, nor will I accept it, that
only Mexicans are going tc be the ones that are goinc¢ to har—
vest this fruit, and all of the vegetables and everything of

our society that we need here in this country or the State
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of California. b

I say that we ought to find other groups to take

over. 'The Mexicans are going into institutions now. We are
going to go into the educational fields, and we are goinc to
do it at a rapid pace. We are going to move in there. ¥e are

going to stay there. We are going to get away from the fields}.

We are going to bring i'exicans into the cities, away
from the fields, so that then the welfare systems can really
feel the bite, and we will get our back rent that you owe us
so much, because we have been enslaved in the fields, and we
# are going to move back into the city, so that Governor Reagan
i can tremble every night when he sees the Mexicans coming into
§ the urban centers.

A VOICE: Right on.

(2Zpplause.)
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MR. TAPIA: If we can address ourselves again to the

} discrimination that affects us in many ways, and we have bodied

L]

such as this -- and it is a sham to the Mexican people. It is
a sham to the Mexican people and to the country to have bodies
{ such as this not being given enforcement powers.

I appreciate your efforts as individual merbers of
this Commission, but it is not good enouch. It is net good

enouch just for you to come up and investicate and docunent and

come up with nice reports. We know what the facts are, ané y‘

know them as well as I do.
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| to rebel against that.

' of the nation trying to find ways to control comrmunities, what
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| seen the leadership cominc up, Now we are determined to

| have been practicing certain things acainst us that are wrong,
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But we need enforcerent powers, so that your Com-
mission can get into the real solving of problems, such as
the East Los Angeles situation which we have not been able to
resolve, but we find Mexicans being killed indiscriminately,
and yvet we have judges guestioning why Mexicans have guns in
their guns sometimes.

And they say, "What are they trying to do, start a
revolution?"

No, the people that are causing revolutions are the
police chiefs of this country. 2And I wish to remind you of

the things that they are trying to do.

When you get a group of police chiefs in the nation,

they mean is that they want to encarcerate groups of people,
such as blacks, Chicanos, and such as they did with the

Japanese during the .World War.

I say that this is not going to be tolerated. This

tire they are going to have nasses of people that are going

The Jewish community is now coming up. You have

fight for our rights, too.

We are determined to say to this country that they

and we are going to, unequivocally, stand up and fight against~
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them. -
I praise those individuals, because they are doing ?
something, because there's so many of those in that faction
that remained silent for too long, and in fact, perpetrated
some of the very discrimination which affects us.

I wish to remind this Commission, this Committee,
how they affect us. Those that were in power, those who were
in power in the motion picture industry, those who alluowed
the depicting of Mexicans as being the lazy type of indivi-
duals, or depicted them in the stereotype situations where
they could never ever go before anyone for employﬁent and be
treated as another individual, but yet the things that we have
seen as a result of that, the kind of mentality that is used .
to practice discrimination, it is a sick mentality.

I challenge individuals such as Lou Watzerman, who
is guilty of it, being one of the leaders of the Democratic
Party, beina one of those that pays -- one of the highest —-
into the kitty of Sheriff Pitchess of Los Angeles, and I have
those records.

And it is guestionable of those Democrats and those
Republicans, really how much they fight for the rights of
people, when you see them being listed as individuals who con-
tributed to a man that suppresses a group of people in the
very heart of Los Angeles, Sheriff Peter Pitchess. .

This is very sad, when you think that you have
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f friends in the Democratic Party that really have fortitude,

{ but when you find them as being listed as contributors, you
i question how much of a friend is he.

So then we say back to ourselves, let us organize
{ our community, and there is no substitute. Let no kexican eves}
f say there's a substitute for organization or that we have

! individuals that are going to articulate our needs, or that

we are going to have individuals who are going to represent us
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to our interest as every level all of the time.

We will always find deficiencies, even in our own.

And I gquestion the Democratic Farty, when they
always address to me, "What are you goinc to do, put in a Bill
Lakosca of Los angeles?”

I say that we are entitled to our kastards. You
hawve many of yours. You take care of your own.

(Applause.}

ME,. TAPIA: I think that we also, because there is
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| 2 discrirination that takes place in the political process,
} and how do we get individual merbhers of the Legislature and
the parties to address themselves to this?

The very thing that the Democratic Party is doing

The pecople from the Mexican cormunity can't even buy

fbeans for the next day. They are asking them to partake in
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the Democratic Party, a Convention of the Democratic Party, .

and they exclude them by using what is really a poll tax.

This is what, in fact, the Democratic Party is doing}

W

They are excluding the people that they use and abus

daily in their votes, and they deny them the entrance to the

Democratic Party, providing a taxatiton at the door in order

to get in.

This we will not tolerate from the Democratic Party.
I think the evidence last year -- or the year prior to that,
8 when we had demonstrations against them, and we had the door
open for some people to get in, but that is not good enough.
It must be a practice of the Democratic Party, if they really

i want to survive. .

The Republicans cannot go . on antouched. We must

i challenge the Republicans, also. The Republicans have in their

! midst also racial bigotry takéng place every day. But they arse
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| no different. To us there is no-difference, and that is why

Lt

we say to them, they have to open up their arms. Either they
do that, or we will be fighting them} likewise, in every dis-
# trict throughout the State of California, and we have evidence
of that in the last election.

We have seven, eight or ten Mexicans running state-

wide for different offices. That was only the start.

Let me remind you now of the l1l8-year-old Mexican .

B R 8 BB B & &

youngster coming up now. You are going to find him in every
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district. W¥e are going to put up candidates from the Mexican
community at every level, Democrats, Republicans, and every-
thing that you like.

We are going to have him in there in the la Raza
Unida Party to destroy éhose that don't wish to be part of the
system. That is,to help all people.

The system, I believe, if I understand it correct,
is to help all people, and we just cannot allow it to go on
inundating us, really, keeping us in the poverty, keeping us
in miserable conditions, and denying us education.

I think that one of the things that I would suggest
to you as a Committee, that now you really get behind this
Committee of providinc institutions, educational institutions,

such as the one being proposed at UC Davis here for the Mexi-

can community.
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You should enforce that. You should find ways in

L]

hich to bring resources to that college, so that we will have
for the first time in the history of California a college of
ur own, an institution that our Mexicanos can be proud of,

nd we will open up campuses in Los Angeles, San Bernardino,

arstow, everywhere.

We will hawve everything taking place that is of an

interest to our community, and we will have that educational

-~

nstitution to for once and all rid the bad education systems

B 2 8 BB BB b

at we got from the Max Raffertys and the like, that practiced
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§ against our community.

Lattle, and we got rid of that individual. I think we should
f get rid of others similar, like iax Rafferty, because those
| individuals cause great harm to the Mexican community, espe-

f cially to that young child who doesn't speak English and tries

< O

 merely because he can't speak English.

! people in this Democratic Farty haven't addressed themselves

f to the real things that are needed.

§ about that youngster, that family that doesn't have fcod in .
i the morning? What do you do about that person that gces to
i school, and during the lunch hour he is taken away from the

| rest of the kids, because he has nothing else to do. What he

5 5 & E 8 B E 5 o o

fis trying to do is keep away from lookina at the food that

i other kids are eating.
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And I am lucky to say that we survived that one .

to come into the school system, and being denied everything

And the hunger that goes on with our kids yet. The

Cetting to vote is one thing, but what do you do

It is a sad situation in the State of California.
You are goinc to have to open up and check every school and
isee —— it is evidenced here, because I have individuals that
came from the various parts of the State. They have shown ne
facts and figures of school districts where they are now pro-

ividing some food for them on the basis of community support .

jonly, and that is very rninimal.
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What vou have to do is insure that the federal gov-
ernment, as well as the state, provides the necessary funds
to feed our youngsters, and any youngster that is hungry.

I don't think we ought to substitute Vietnam, you
know, and then deny hunger over here for our youngsters.

I say that we ought to feed our own, take care of
some of our own people here, and Vietnam we can throw away
forever. We don't need it.

We need to be insuring every day of the year that
our pecple are well fed, and well educated, and can partake

as co-eguals.

¥Finally, I think what you have to address yourself

i to is the political exclusion of Mexicans. How do you exclude

them?

- In the very system that .the educational teachers,

i professors, and so on, promote is the one that keeps the l'exi-

# can or the youngsters fronm: participating at the legislative

end.

Do you know that going to the political science

| classes over there, all they talk about is the Humphreys, the
¥ ‘cCarthys, and statistics, but theynever teach a Mexican, a

i l21lack, a poor white what it is thathis assemblyman does here

| in Sacrarento. They never allow him to come and lobby. They

k never allow him to come into the committees.

They never do anything to promote this kind of
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political awareness through the college systqm.'
They "

The affluent, they get a chance to come here.
have all kinds of trips. The Mexican kids, they don't have
that, that opportunity.

You must insure that the educational syster, when
they teach political science, that they make them so realistic
and so practicable that they inform them what it is to work
in a campaign, being involved in political campaigns as being

part of the curriculum, getting them in there to learn how

lto set up precinct operations in their very districts.

Letting them know once and for all that they are a

jpart of the system and that they must do certain things, but

do it only if they are allowed, but they don't allow it. ‘

I think funds ought to be provided out of the State
of California through the educational system to have a lobby-
ing house here in Sacramento for the Mexican people.

I think the Democratic Party would get an 2 plus,

|if they provided such a vehicle for the Mexican community.

iFor we will have our own, we will take care of our own des-
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f r'oment's notice, when we see that our interests are not heing
g met by the State of California.
I think this is a suggestion that the lemocratic
i Farty can undertake in total consideration with the Republican
i Party. They must get away from dividing ocur community on the
§ basis of parties.
It is they who have the problems, not us. We are
| organized, and we are going to continue to maintain that sem-
| blance of unity all of the way through, so that we can once
and for all say that we are tired of the discrimination that
8 is taking place from the party standpoint. The two-party sys-
%tem has failed the Mexican. We don't need it. We don't want
iit. We are going to have our own party.

We are sayinc to you that you can't have your party,
vou know, and eat your cake, too. You are not going to do
| that, because we are going to want part of the action.

nd one of the final thinas that I guess I must say,

55 5 K & B B

we don't want all of California back, at least not all at once.
We want a little bit at a time.

Thank you.

(Aprlause.)

CHAIPMAN SILLAS: Mr. Tapia, I would like for the
frecord to acknowledge Mr. I.lfred Montgomery from San Diego now

fjoining the Cormmittee up here.

Are there any questions from the Committee?

B 8 B B N 8B5S
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Mr. Gabourie?

MR. GABOURIE: Yes, sir.

It appears that the problem at hand is reapportion-
ment of the State. |

Do you have any particular suggestions as to protect
the Mexican-Mmerican community in the heavily populated areas
like Los Angeles in that respect?

»R. TAPIA: Yes, I have here, and I will provide
this information for the hearing.

In the districts of Los Angeles, particularly in the
: Last side component there of the County, we have districts —-

| and the entire area is divided into parts of the 40th, 45th,

13 the 48th, the 50th, the 51st, the 52nd, 53rd, 56kh and 66th .
;.Assé;biy district. o . e - .
This should be redrawn into four complete districts.
1 don't have a map with me.

Again, I will repeat the districts. I don't know if
7ou can see ther there. Frobably yvyou can. The 40th,the 45th,
the 48th, the 50th, the 51st, the 52nd, the 53rd, the 56th,

8 and 66th, which is about eight districts there.
This should be redrawn into four complete districts,
# assembly districts. They can. Ve have the school statistics.

8 The articulation is there. We have it all drawn up.

There are statistics to provide this Committee with.

§ as well as those that are erpowered. We have the statistics
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to change the districts.

It also has the following State Senate districts,
or parts of, the 19th, the 27th, the 28th, the 29th, the 30th,
the 35th and 37th.

These should be redrawn into two complete State
Senate districts.

And the following parts of the Congressional dis-
tricts: the 19th, the 21st, the 23rd, the 25th, the 23th, the
30th and 35th.

These should be redrawn intc one complete Congres-
sional district for the Mexican community.

The portions & the City of Los Angeles, inside the
city limits of Los Znceles, even though the Legislature
doesn't have any responsibility over that one particular issue,
that the City will take care of itself, but we should -- it
should be divided, you know, from the 9th, 1l3th and 1l4th coun-
cilmatic districts, it should be redrawn into one big council-
matic district, and you could very well do that to those dis-
tricts by the numbers that we represent there.

We do have now court suits in there, trying to
determine whether in fact we will get an opportunity within
the City of Los Angeles. I believe if we are successful in
the court action, of which I hope you will take affirmative
action as a Commission by working with the jﬁdges and insur-

ing that they understand the problems of what is happening
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there in the denial of a representation of the City of Los

Angeles, which then can be transformed into the Legislature,

Assembly and the Senate, maybe by providing an impetus situa-
tion, then the Assembly can be sensitized to the degree -- and
rather than having Mr. Waxmwan.come up here and say, "I don't
think I can, you know, redraw the district, because only the
Mexicans want it, because it is not right; the law does not
say that we should redistrict it on the basis of ethnic groups
Well, let's say this, that if he chooses to take tha
route, then Waxman, as well as other individuals that choose
that route, will face many Mexican candidates in the next elec:

tion, and that's in 1972, so they had better get prepared for

that little war that I said. T e ) .

We are engaging into a war. If we lose the battle,
we will continue.

MR. GABOURIE: Is your recormmendation based on the
population concentration or registered voter concentration?

MR. TAPIA: Well, they don't have it -~ the reappor-
tionment doesn't count it on the basis of registered voters.
It counts it --

Well, even knovwing that, you know, the census denied
us the right of count. Every other group, the Indian group,
the black group, the Hawaiian group, everyone else got counted
except Mexican—-Americans. That's racial discrimination.

We know that there's so cbvious of an attempt, an

1 41




i because there is still this discrimination that takes place.

i courts the redistrictinc that is now being promoted, or as is

!l have an Advisory Committee made up of Mexican-American people
i throughout the Unitec States -- excuse me -- throughout the
§ ‘exican-American populations of tne State of California to

# assist in the reapportionment?
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attempt to keep us out of the real numbers that we are really
representing, yvou have got to remember, in particular the East]
side of los Anceles, when you count an individual who is, by
postcard sent a card =- and really this is what you do -— you
fill out the sides, both sides on it.

But there is also three or four hundred thousand
alien residents that are there not counted. There's also, in
addition to that, possibly more than that, the "illegals"”, aé
they are called, and they are not here illegally. Those peoplf
are there, and they pay taxes. They go to school, they go to
church, they do everything, but yet-tney . are Qenied the right

to participate within this whole framework of redistricting,

We sucogest that they not redistrict it now, until we
get a full count. We would like to insure, first of all, that
we are treated as co-equals with every other group, and then
the Asserbly can take proper action to redistrict.

We are moving ahead to try to challencge in the

Leina prorobted by this ILegislature. It is unfair and biased.

¥R. CPBOURIE: Then would it be your suggestion to
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MR. TAPIZA: Definitely. That would be one of the —.

A VOICE: Chosen by us, not by the big men.

MR. TAPIA: One of the things that would be in order;
is to create those task forces, certainly, but another import-
ant thing is to get our census, be sure that we get a fair
census of all of our people.

That redistricting, if they want to do it on the
one man vote, fine, but let us not make it with three, four
or five hundred thousand being denied, you know, ané the right
to be counted for the redistricting purposes.

¥We want to get a count of our own, and we will do

it. You provide the vehicle with which to do it. You insure

that the Legislature finds the funds that are necessary to
take a count in every district, every area that we resice in,
to be sure that the Mexican count is properly done in the
State of California.

I think they owe this obligation to the Mexican-Amerit
an community, first of all.

MR. GABOURIL: Thank you.

CHATITMAN SILLAS: Tather Casso. ‘

REV. CaS550: I pass.

Iik. GLICX: No. questions.

CHATIRMAN SILLAS: Mrs. Kuchman?

MRS. RKUCHMAN: Yes. I think the solution is a very

cod one, that since the census failed to cive us the figures
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that are necessary to do the right kind of a2 job, and redis-
trict, that a specific request should be macie, because reappor
tionwent is going to be carried on now in California -- that a
specific request go to the Legislature from our group asking

that funds Le given, and a vehicle established to Getermine

} those numbers correctly.

(#pplause.)
CHAITMAN SILLAS: That will Le one of our recomuen-—
dations to the Legislature, T assume.

(hpplause. )

CHAIRi AN SILLAS: Mr. King?

FRR. KING: I think it has been ccvered.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: 211 right.

I. VOICE: #r. Chairman, may I ask a question?

(Whereupon, a gentleman from the audience asked if

g “r. Tapia's Spanish remarks had leern recorded.)

CHATIRMAN SILLAG: VWe have Mr. Tapia's words tapec.
# VOICE: In Espanol?
CHAIRIIAN SILLAS. In Espancl.

A VOICL: (Tiie remarks directed te Chairran Sillas

jwere in Spanish.)

MR. KING: Thank you,  r. Tapia, for your presenta-
(rprlause.)

LR. KING: We have another speaker, and I know your

H
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102 1 enthusiasm.

MR. CORONA: Mr. Chairman, and members of the Advis-
ory Committee, I know that some of us out here are not totally
awvare that it is a limited function group, but nevertheless,
you have tried to at least provide a forur whereby some of
these thoughts and feelings can be expressed, and I think that

you should be commended for deing so, particularly in the tin-

ing and the delicate nature of this situvation, which is keyed'
to the fight of the Chicano people for political representa-
tion.

I know that I have one half anithour; however, we

have a joint presentation which will be taken within that tire/

i’ We are not going to stretch it beyond that. 1In fact, it will

prcbably be shorter, since Mr. Tapia covered so elcquently our

feelings.

5 &8 E B B E 5 o o

So I would like first to introduce Miss zncelica

Lozane, a member of the Lobbying Chicano Task Force, who will

Lt

i make a few remarks.

(Applause.)

MISS LOZALC: I would just like to recite a poen:.
CHAIRKMAN SILLAS: Iixcuse me. Please give your name

§ for the record, anéd where jyou are from.

MISS LOZANG: Angelica iozano, East 1Los hngeles.

I would just like to recite this poem, and I think .

it says enouch. It will explain itself.

O
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“Until yesterday you called me a good Chicano:
I was meek, humble, goddam ignorant.

1 was young, passive, another pawn in the gane
that you played.

I bent my knee, smiléd, .echced. My country,
right or wronc.

I squatted, listened as the bastard beagle
Preached.

Come now, let us reason together. I drank the
blood of Christ, yet banditos bled me dry.

I was a good fmerican. I licked the hand that
fed me crumbs.

Until yesterday you called me a good Chicano.
Now the years have fled. I am back. You crawl
behind a skirt. I spit my dreams upon you,
deny your worms, seek a2 coward's grave.

I stand before you, hurbly. I am a writer, a
poet, a human born again who has learned to
stané up, bear the burden of her people on her
back. I no longer dead; I alive. My heart cries
to my people. Numerous, united, we shall be but

one voice for our great people.”

(Whereupon, a portion of the poem was spoken in

FISS LOZANC: "See my people rising? My peasant
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X% 104 1 blood sings with pride. See my people refuse to .

bend? Prostitutes for Anglo dogs. See a multi-
tude of clenched fists castinu off shadows of

death,

See brothers hand in hand marching strong for the
sun. Tender the flame of justice. Forge the swords

of tomorrow.

See, feel silver raindrops run down ny cheeks of

brown.

ot
o

Until yesterday you called me a good Chicano. Today

you refer to ours as bad Chicano. You label me a

disgyrace because I dare to speak of truth, iecause

I dare not be silent. DBecause I seek to change the
image you have built of me. Because I desire not
to live or end my life in internal siesta, you point

to me as militant, because I will not crawl. DbBecause

5 8 5§ 8 & b F

I have learned to walk. Eecause I speak to it with
being the hell of beinc the syster's doq, patted on
the head, 'Nice girl, Angelita', while the fincer is
being jammed up my ass because I desire to be myself.
Listen. Listen. There is a message in the wind, as

the people cry against the reigns of injustice. iach]

day new voices join tocether to take lead in a coruro
cause.”

(Whereupon, a portion of the poem was spoken in

O
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Spanish.)

(Applause.)

MR. CORCNA: It is pretty hard to present testimony
after that.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Yes, it is.

IR. CORONA: But we have a task force here of 102
students, instructors and community people from colleges
throughout Southern California and frorm a larcge body of organi
zations which has been participating in these hearings and
trying to convey our message to the various legislative com-
mittees and individual legislators.

I am not going to read the list. I am just going

"to put it as part of the record.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you.

MR. CORGiHA: Our next presentation will be made by

Carlos Penichet, whe will speak on one of the aspects of deal-|

ing with the political parties.

MR. PENICHET: I think that, as many of us have

{ wandered through. --

CHAIRMAN SILL/:S: Lxcuse me. Could vou state your
nare for the record, and indicate your occupation, please?

MR. PENICHET: Carlos Penichet, and I am a teacher.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you.

MF. PELICHET: As we have wandered throuch the halls

of the Legislature here, and mnet with a number of the




357

106 representatives, I think all of us have an increasing impres-.

sion that very little is going to be done about racial gerry-
mandering to the Chicano communities in this legislature.

We have gotten mostly élusive comments, very subtiy,
but directly we are being told that the primary considerations
in this vhole issue of reapportionment is that the incumbents
in the Democratic Party are going to have to be protected.

There seems to be sort of an unwritten understand-
ing that people do not wmess with each other's districts, that
they have a deference and respect for each other.

And also, when we talk to a lot of the legislators,

they only speak to us in terms of their own districts, on how

their position is goinc¢ to be approached when reapportionment‘

cones around.

o I think it is becoming clear, at least to me,

E B £ B B E B o 0o 9« 0 o & o v &

anyway, that we really are not gecing to hope for much change

L]

from the Lecgislature when the 1ill goes before the Governor

ext year.

The question then is do we have any other alterna-

I think some of the alternatives hawve been mentioned

B R BB B

o the Commission by other people, such as the La Raza Unida

8

*arty. But we still have the fundamental issue that we shall

ot have a substantial majority in any one district to be abl‘

8 8

o elect a representative.



https://otl'l.er

107

358

low, we will be in a Letter negotiating position if
§ we can coordinate the Chicano vote and deliver it to those

| people who are going to be truly representative of the inter-
ests of the Chicano community.

So the other alternative that exists, if reapporticn-
! ment cannot be dealt with adequately here, is to go to the
courts. 2nd I think that what I would like to do is very
briefly mention to you sorie of the alternatives in terms of
this issue of one man-one vote.

The way it exists now, the Legislature has to con-
sider the one man-one vote as the prime consideration,; and it
! appears that that is all they are geing to consider, in addi-
t tion to maintaining our ~- or improving the districts of the

incuribents of the party in control.

But when you look at the one ran-one vote, and you

The intent cf the decision was to bring about the
mast eyuitable and demccratic representation possivle, but it
Hcannot be done simply under one man-one vote.

llypothetically, any social, economic, or ethnic group

could be gerrymandered in such & way to undercut his represen-

For example, it would e very easy to gerrymander all
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"8 1} of the rural areas so that 40 per cent of the population is

N

rural, and 60 per cent of the population in each district

would be urban; therefore the spokesman for that district

O

'

would be an urban person, and it could be effective enough in

some of these states, so that the rural communities would have

no representation whatsoever.

S O

Well, such has been the case with the minority com--

munities, and such has been the case with the Chicano commu-
nity, where the districts have been racially gerrymandered in
such a way that, as you all know, and has been very well docu-
i mented, we have almost no representation at all, no real reprej
sentation.
So then the issue is what alternative do we have? .
I think the first thing that this Cormmission should

§ consider is setting up some guidelines in addition to the one

B B F B EFES oo

! man-one vote.

There's some precedent in this area. Uor example,

L

the CDC, the Cal%fornia Council for Democratic -- Cali?ornia
{ Democratic Council, has taken on this whole issue of other

; guidelines in a little publication that they put out called the
! Democratic Crisis, and it is also a warning to the Democratic
Farty that they are alienating themselves from large percent-

| ages of population.

Now, in this publicaticn that was published, inci- .

f dentally, back in 1965 to deal with the reapportionment of

O
8 R B R BB G &
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the Senate, they gave 10 other criteria that should be care-
fully considered when reapportioning.

The first one was a strict adherence v the one man-
one vote. The next three deal with information to do the
reapportionment, which was, according to them, through census
material at that time.

Now, the fourth one has to do with compactness,
that the districts should be as compact as possible.

And the fifth one, and as far as I am concerned,
this should be the second one in priority, is communities of
interest, political, social, economical, and historical.

This should be respected to the degree practicable
in determining districts by minimizing the joining of com-
pletely dissimilar or antagonistic communities.

Now, this has not been done in East Los Angeles, and
this has never been a question of priority in determining
reapportionment.

In addition to that, and I am going to leave this
for the record, there was a brief prepared by the California
Pemocratic Council. It was presented to the United States
Supreme Court of the State of California in 1965, and in here
they give quite a detailed explanation of some of these prin-
ciples that they have expanded in the ten points.

I think that these guidelines need to be established,

and I think that they need to be established within the
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110 1; Legislature, because if not, we are going to find a repetition
of the same sort of thing. .
211 righé. tow, what i1f they are not? What if no
} other consideraticn is important or significant in determining
; reapportionment except the one rian-one vote and the protection
d of incumbent Democrats?

Then I think we do have some opportunity of challeng-
ing the whole issue of reappertionment before the courts.

And I tried to do some research in this field, and
| unfortunately, this vhole area has gone pretty much untested.
The Supreme Court passed on Gomilion vs. Lightfoot,
§ vhich was a dehial of the 13th Amendment. There are some
| parallels teo what goes on in East Los Angeles in Comilion vs .

g Lightfoot, but it is not really the same situation. There are

'&":.‘S .la'wl:__ms © o

| s ome differences, and that is where you have people excluded

i from a city.

ot
P

They were gerrymandered -- all of the blacks were

d gerrymandered out of a city that was square before, and the

&

# new city had 28 sides, preciselv, because they were constitut-
fing a majorité, and they were going to be able to represent
| representatives.

5o the Supreme Court said that that was illegal undex
the 1l4th Amendment. Dut it isn't gquite the same situation.

But I think -- and I have talked to a number of 1av.

fyers, including a lawyer who nas Leen working extremely hard

O
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on this issue of reapportionrent, by the nawme of Cerayd Hill.
he worked very hard in 1965 and '66.

And he said that a verv cood case could be fought
in courts to deal with this issue of racial gerrymandering
against the l4th Arendrent of equal protection of the law.

He said, and if the legislature is not going to do

it, the courts are going to have to take this issue on,

~

because otherwise the whole thrust of the "“one man - one vote®
is totally meanincless and diluted, if that is the only con-
sideration.
So I think that the cormrunity, the Chicano commu-

| nity is going to move very hard in this direction. There are
I' some areas in the East Los fngeles part of L. A. where citi-

f zens are already becinning to sign petitions, to request that
| they not be represented by their representative, because they

I don‘t feel. they are_bging adequately represented, and they

B & B B F B S o o

| are going to petition to be moved into other districts where

=

they feel ~- other contiguous districts to their lines, where

This is another way of going at it. 2And I think this

l the bill is signed by the Governor.
But T do think that the Cormission here should draw
up sore of these guidelines and present them to the lecisla-

f ture, in terms of other considerations in the area of

g R U R BOGS
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reapportionment. B

This is all that I want to say. Thank you. b

MR. CORONA: Thank you, Carlos.

The presentation that I was supposed to concentrate
on deals with the policies and practices of two political par-
ties in terms of the granting of a potential for getting effec-
tive representation by our Chicano community in the State of
California.

And I would like to just point out that both parties
have been cuilty of using the Spanish-speaking and Chicano
vote for their imperative of control of the l&gislation -- of
the Lecislature, and of control through incumbents whose alle-
giance is not owed or accountability is not owed to the Chi- .

cano community, and thus we have the gerrymandering which is

B § B B B B 0o o 9 0o a » o0 v w

taking place.

Both parties are guilty of this. And let me say
17 §this: Dboth parties ultimately have shown that they represent

18 bic money interests. Let us not forget this very, very basic
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| and outside. It represents three attitudes.

| ve don't count. Big baddy Unruh, throuch the lobbyinc process}
} you know, could always collect enough money and that he coulc

fE do anything he wanted, you know, to elect whomever he had

| picked without takinc into consideration the feelings or detery

ism and sc forth, but basically they are cynical. They are

i for us. When we are meeting together, you know, he cries teard

§ that are longer and louder than either of ours, you know. Ve

i have this-

of the o0ld left and iiberal position that used to lL.e. New left

| now , and I quess of the old right.

tcharge of the Cormittee to do the reapportionment, and when we,
fthe croup of us that stood nefore him in his roor, you know,

fhhie sung our song, but it was an entirely different story when

>64

We have the Big Daddy Unruh approach, you know, that

rmination of the Chicanos, or any other croup, and so that we
have those kinds of politicians of the Democratic Party, and
he trained many seals to follow him, and they are in this very

Legislature here.

They really speak sort of a mumi:o-jumho about lileral

cynical in their dealinas with our needs and aspirations.
Then we have another appreoach. We have thie apprcach

of the liberal, the so-called liberal, who feels, you know,

We nad the very sample yesterday of the new leader

We met with the gentleman, Iie is going to be in
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he came up here with the -- to the nitty-gritty. .
We have many like him. And on his Committee we are
qgoing to have Fenton, Roberty, Carabion, and Charlie Warren.

If you look at the districts where we gerrymandered, these are.
| the four wolves. So they are sending the wolves to take care
of us, the sheep.

(Applause.)

MR. CORONA: So what we have is that those who get
into control, in the Waxman tradition of the Democratic rarty,
and, you know, this is the thing that I think Mr. Tapia tried
 to include in the members of your Commission, that they would

sympathize, but ultimately -- ultimately they will vote for "

their imperative, to keep their incumbency and their control

and their power.

Ve have the case -~ and even in the face of some of

fthe aspirations that have been expressed from the deep prob-

B 5 5B B B B E B o o 2 0 a & a 0 ~

jlems that we have, we have a very severe problem of welfare

itoday in this State, and the usetof racism intc the welfare

We have INssemblyman Warren of the 56th bistrict,
lio has dared to introduce in the face of all of this, all of

e deep problems that we are facing, AB 48.

AB 48 is a bill that he has introduced into this q

B 2 8 8RB S8 6 E

new legislation, and I will read it to you.
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"The People of the State of California to enact as
follows:

Section I. 10,008:is to be added to the Welfare and
i Institutions Code to read:

'o public social services shall be granted under T
this division to any alien who enters or remains in the United
States in violation of a federal immigration law.”

Mind you -- after ir. Tapia, I think, has outlined
that these people are brought in here out of their poverty in
[Mexico created by the same corporations, created by the Bank
of America operating in Mexico, created by the American agri-
cultural divisions that now control every single producing
plant in Mexico, createdly the same monopoly combines in min-

ing, railroading, and vou name it, they are operating in iHexicd

E & B B BE B 0o 0o 9 0 a s o » v

They manipulate the eccnomy in Mexico, and they

5

manipulate the economy in the Southwest, and so these people
17 Jcome over out of these situations, and the only crime they have

1B fcommitted, you know, is that they are willing to work., and

19

imust work for lower v.ages ,I'poorer conditions, with no right to

any of the other benefits that American workers have.

So these people are now to be denied the rights of

cet this in, because I think it is very shocking.

A1l right. Then we have the third approach to us,
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i the one that is represented by a gentleman by the name of

f George Brown, you see, that feels -- and this is enjoyed alsc

i'feel that God, God or somebody, has chosen them because of .
# their unique quality and they are most able or better able to
; represent these poor brown people, you see, because they are

} just not able to put themgelves together.

®© ®©®© = o

j more than that, they cannot go out and get support of the

k2 good candidate.

qualification. WNow, Congressman Brown is going to Le Chairman

j of the Democratic Party tororrow. For what intent? So that

N 5 & £ & F B

f scee. He wants to crawl in, you see.

j houses, because they don't represent us. They are not beholder
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by Fenton, Roberty, Carabion and Warren and the like. They

It seems that they are not as refined, they are not

as articulate. They don't have the research and so forth. ind

Ingleo white liberals that might also be inclined to vote for

These are the cguys that always pick the guestion of.

he can get Lack intoc our districts, crawl in backwards, ycu

&+ VOICE: Ficht on.
MR. CORONA: All richt.
So we say a plague cn bothh of the houses. %his is a

thing from John L. lewis. 2 plague on both of these parties'

to us, and we can never draw them to account to our needs, so

what is our alternative? .

I will tell you what the Chicano alternative is, to
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f talking about here: the one in Indiana and the one in Texas.

f We are going to embark upon a broad community organization

¥ to activate and educate our people through the only way that
| we know, and that is reaching them door-to-door, house meet-
| ings, and through the use of the traditional (ithereupon, the

| rerainder of the sentence was spoken in Spanish).

§ First. that this Commission Committee urge the Legislature to

§ do the following:

B RUBBRBES

368

defeat the Democrats, because they are the ones in power, and
we have got to spell it out.

We are defeating them by the following strategy.
We are buildincg the La Raza Unida Party, so it will be a
vehicle through which in the November finals and these biennia}
elections we can have a Chicano to which our vote can be
pledged, and so that we will not be victimized from the posi-
tion that we must vote for the Fentons, and so forth, because
they are the lesser of two evils.

We have already mentioned the suits. You know, therg

are two suits that might be very, very close to what we are

But we are not depending on just these two vehicles.

Ve are going to do it all year long. We are going
to be talking about this until we get representation.

I would like to leave you with a few recommendations.

First, to redo the system. That is a must.

And second, that it recommend to Los Angeles City,
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the City Council, that it reconstitute a City Councilmatic .
district that is 50 per cent or more Spanish-speaking, and
it is possible. I think this has been proven.

And another recommendation is to the L. 2. County
Board of Supervisors, and that is that it put all of East Los
Angeles into one district, and that is gpssible.

The rest of the recommendations I think have been
raised here already, and these are primarily to the legisla-
tive committees, that we can get four assembly districts with
a 45 to 55 per cent Spanish-surname population, and one, pos-
sibly, Lbetween 35 and 40 per cent.

That of the four assembly districts we could have
two State Senate districts that would contain from 45 tc 55 ’

r cent Spanish-surname population.

And one, possible, with 30 to 45 per cent. And over

B B £ B B EBE B o 0o 9« 0 a & 0 0 =

1is that we have two Congressional districts with at least

<

5 to 55 per cent population, and one other with 30 to 45 per
nt.

This is in Los 2ngeles County, but there are other
reas in this State. One is the 25th Assembly District in
anta Clara County. It could be expanded to include parts of
outhern Alameda County. They could come up with the same kind

f figures, including part of the old 13th Assembly District. §

In Fresno in Madera County, we could do the same

B X 8 R BB B B

ing. We could come up with a bigger participation of
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| Mexicans in one district.

In the Imperial and lastern Riverside County district

i the Spanish population could be put together in such a way
;that they could also have a better chance of representation

f out of that district.

I think that these are some of the things that can

| be done, and in order to conclude our presentation I would
f like to ask the rather who is here with our delegation to give

l us a good send-off.

REV. CARIO: My name is Father Cario. I am a Chicang

§ Studies instructor at Whittier College.

I will keep myrremarks very, very short. WWe have

d heard a lot of rhetoric from the politicians for years, and

now maybe you will hear some Chicano rhetoric.

But let's cut away from the rhetoric, and let us go

f:back to the nature and the history of this Legislature richt

i here in Sacramento.

Let us go back to 1848. We know that this was the

! Legislature that made us sue to keep ocur own lands.

We know the history of this Legislature, that tinis
Legislature passed laws to keep, as they said, greasers out of
the cvold diggings.

We know these things. We know the history of this

| Lecislature in Sacramento that passed the Exclusion Law for

the Orientals.

S
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We know the history of this Legislature that perpe-
trated the Japanese and Germans. .

We know the history of this leuislature that caused
the economic atrocity of the farm workers in the -- we know
these histories.

We know the history of this lLegislature that has
givenus educationdl crumbs, and had us fight for the Lone
retween the black and the brown community.

We know thne history of this Le¢islature that has
perpetrated in the State of California a system of educatiocnal

abortion for our peorle.

lie know these things. You are not any longer deal-

' ing with dumb Mexicans. We have politicians who are politi- .

cally aware, as you have been hearing.
We have Chicano educators who are telling our youth
the truth about the history of this Legislature.

¥We will have, and I viill say that we have Chicano

: priests that are no longer coincg to mouth the theclogy of the

Irish bishops that tell our people —-
(:pplause.)

REV. CARIC: We have already gone through our cruci-

I fixion. It is time for resurrection, and we are going tc --

(;pplause.)

LEV. CARIC: We have lawyers, as you have heard, tl*.

are goinc¢ to take this on a Civil Rights level, but more
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importantly, we wish that you will take to the Legiglature
that our biggest resource and our greatest resource are our
youth who are here, who are sophisticated youth, who know the
truth, who know the history éf this Legislature.

And you no longer have the lmxury of being judged
by history a generation later. This Legislature is going to
be judged today by these youths who know what is going on,
and I assure you that they will act on the judgments of this
Legisl&ture.

We want peace. We want justice. 2nd don't make us
make the choice of justice.

(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: At this time I will recess our

session until 1:30.

We have, I think, a good schedule of witnesses for
this afterncon.
(Whereupon, the Committee meeting recessed at

12:45 o'clock p.m., to reconvene at 1:30 o'clock p.m.,

the same day.)
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AFTERNOON SESSION

MR. REINHARDT: May we come to order, please.

N

T The afternoon session of the California State Ad-
< || visory Committee to the United States Commission on Civil i

5 | Rights is now in session.

rorw s movre s

é As our first witness we are delighted to have the ;

7 i Senator from San Francisco, the Majority Leader of the Demo-—

1]

§ cratic Party in the State Senate of Califormia, Co-Chairman 1

of the Califormia Commission on Democratic Party Reform. f

-
W

i0 ‘ We welcome Senator George R. Mascone,

! _
23 SENATOR MASCONE: Thank you very much. i
2 Distinguished members of the Committee, distinguished%

1

17 || colleagues, and friends:

14 I am grateful to be allowed to state my views and
15 || hopefully they are the views of the overwhelming majority

16 || of the Democratic Party today.

¥ I appear today as a member of the Democratic Party;

I8 i more specifically as Co-Chairmen of the Califormia Commission

&

on Democratic Party Reform. The Commission, as you might ;
} know, received a mandate more than a year ago to "change the
California Democratic Party from top to bottom, if necessary,
to make it a more effective representative of the people."
I think it most significant that the Democratic Party

alone among the major political parties of the state has unde'

B 8 K B 2 B

taken the challenge of opening the political process.
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I find it significant, too, that the leadership

of the Democratic Party alone recognizes that -the political

b=t

N

%power structure of this state is heavily weighted in favor

of the rich and the powerful.

For too long the way has been substantially blocked

4,

for members of minority races to enter the mainstream of

o

political power and public office. Under-representation of

3

Brown, Black, and Yellow peoples in city, county, state and

national office underscores this point. This is also true

L

: for both women and the young.

fus
D
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California®s traditional stance of non-partisanship

‘ and a tecitly-approved weak political party structure has

B &

only tended to maintain the status quo and the evils of

&

political segregation.

15 The Commission, and those who are concerned with

-
vt

atrue and effective political representation, has found that
i6 i

errrreie

¥ | ‘

b1
stead of mandated by law, is little better than no party

£ © fJO
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;structure at all.

It is true that before we can reform a party, it is

R

=
=
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| £irst necessary to create one. That, in effect, is what has

been taking place. Our party, through its reforms, is making
it mandatory that minorities, minorities of race, age, sex

ey 1.7
=T

e v o
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the weakness of party structure, where support for and loyalty:

to ideals and issues is largely rhetorical and ephermeral ine '

and culture, have a true opportunity to be effectively in the ;
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centers of power.

Political democracy will only be effective, in our
opinion, when we have an actual cross-section of society work-é
ing within a strong party structure, a party that means some- -
thing, a relevant party, geared to the people. |

We hope to convince minority voters that they do have
the opportunity to be effective members of the political pro-
cess. The best interests of the Chicano and Latino commmity,
for example, will truly be served when they are represented b]ﬂi
members of their own culture in the state and federal legis-

latures.

3

|
This can only take place, realistically, if all citi-%
zens work through a strong and effective political party. :

Let me give you a few specific examples of our party'b

proposed reforms. You will note how we are effectively open=-

ing up a process that has been historically and traditionally

i

closed,

First, dealing with the Presidential Primary Process %
and Delegate Selection, we have recommend "that system of §
delegate selection which allows for maximum popular pa.rticipa-%

tion, a statewide primary election™ which "places on the bal- ;

i
t
3

lot all nationally recognized presidential candidates®, ;
|
l
i

We recommend that the winning candidate select the
entire delegation on a winner-take-all basis after, not beforeb
the primary.

!
!

-
i
H
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All of the above are designed to open up the process.

o m——s o reme

; And now to our recommendations to make the delegation
? itself more representative of the Democratic Party in Cali-

i fornia,
o i:

i We believe:

"3
&

(a) "The delegates should be selected by the people

2 iyt

i
i
"." i
’whom they are to represent.”
]

".‘f

3
f; (b} "The primary winner should consider four factors

=

-
-

E;in delegate .slection, namely (1) residency distribution, (2)
l
Hra

j racial or ethnic balance, (3) age, and (4) sex.”
2

(?

We pointed out in the report that approximately 11l.1

oy
el
PR RNEL IS

per cent of the total California populetion are Spanish sur-

8

name; another 8.2 per cent are Black, and 2.3 per cent Oriental

.‘N
£

and Native American.,

e
&

We therefore recommended that 20 per cent of the d5191

e
i

s
&
R B e T T B A e,

4 gates and 20 per cent of the alternates be from the above four

racial and ethnic categories.

rerd
o

Second, we dealt with Voter Hegistration and Voting

A
i Procedure.
L] 51
gﬁgi In order to encowrage wider voter participation among
. ﬁlow-income groups, we have urged:
aEH (a) Abolition of residency requirements;

(b) Allow voter registration up to 19 days before an;

election;

(e) Allow voter registration or re-registration by

E ¥
T R PRI S R e Y R,

e
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mail;

thlengTa b An te

i)

(d) Abolish all language/literacy requirements; and .

: for that matter, I'm sure in every one of the 50 states this

tn

§

and other matters are designed to open up rather than to keep

closed the process, and, I think, that is equally critical

(o Heapattaar iy

5’ to the fact it be abolished by law because people are inclined .

Eg to believe what is on the statute books, and, lastly;
Kl

Ez (e) Generally adopt procedures to increase the num—

8y s
Ebers of Deputy Registrars available and simplify registration

!

(%

%procedm-es, not to make more complex, but less complex regis-

pLtR
itration procedures,
3% :
.o | In the area of voting, we seek to protect the highly
H
H

mobile and low income voter by abolishing consolidated pre-
13

leincts and printing ballots in Spanish. I am sure you won't

i4 i

ibe distressed if I tell you to read the rest of it if you

&

s ivhard bt e e

i

have time. Read on over to Page 7 starting with "At each

Dot
Fy )

i level."

LRV

=
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At each level of representation, area, district and

istate, we have bulilt in a commitment that the delegation will

T [t it ittt

Eappmximate the ethnic, age and sex characteristics of the
‘Democratic voters in the area, district or state.

al, ¥

And finelly in the area of Citizen and Group Parti-

~oe B
AR

- i‘ cipation, we have recommended:
oa | "The Democratic Party should sympathetically examine
;ethe demands of Blacks and Chicanos for greater commmity con-.

o~
=50
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trol over or influence upon such intimate governmental func-

tions as police, schools, recreation, and zoning. It should

o

support measures designed to decentralize functions of the

state, counties, and municipalities down to the naighborhooq

un s v o e
bt Seipiptmevinmen sty

and commmnities."

et s mns

And finally, let me quote from the Commission's re-

prasye eptgms

port which gets to the heart of what you are discussing to-
days:
¢ "Electoral politics are not the only legitimate form:
° of politics in American society. People who work in the Party
* tend to forget that fact and that is a major reason why par- E
" ties flounder and wither between elections. To be political :
121 is to be involved in the public's concerns. These concerns i
“ | are myriad and constant. This is notably so today and in the;
o foreseeable future during which time our politics will con- z
151& timue to be dominated by what have come to be called the %
. "quality of life" issues. There is a struggle for Jjustice
e for the racial and national minorities for women, for youths.é
# 1 and for old people. There is a struggle against regidity
gag and plain stupidity in the educational buresucracy as well
ﬁl% as in other public bureaucracies. Let the Democratic Party
gl% become the people's ombudsman., All of this means petitions
& to and pressures upon public bodies all the way down to schooé
% districts and rmumicipal or county departments. There are ?
24

referenda to be demanded, initiatives to be generated, meet-

B
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P et R

brutal, insensitive, and irresponsible treatment of citizens .
by public officials and bodies to be countered. Vhen public
officials and bodies persist in such behavior, they must be
confronted, and we must not shy away from this. These forms
of activity are citizen polities.

"It is unthinkable that the Democratic Party might
be aloof from citizen politics. Indeed, the Democratic Party
should be playing a leading role in citizen politics.'

I hope I have made it clear over the years I am in
i complete accord with the aspirations of the under-represented

| people of this state ami this nation. I hope this Commission

e I R b § o CRRS

{will call upon me for any cooperation and assistance I can .
:provide. ’
I want to thank you very much.
MR. REINHARDT: Thank you,

Before turning to guestions, Senator, I would wonder

if you can clarify one point. Is it correct that in the por-

i tion relating to the Presidential Delegation that the report

i
§
i establishes the 20 per cent figure for minority representation
merely as a minimum standard that must be met in order to come=
ply with the party's guidelines, but that is not a quota and

we encourage even greater participation?

SENATOR HMASCONE: That is correct. As z matter of

statutory interpretation at least I and others try to get


https://politics.tr

3

3

&5

29
px]

AR
1

o

1

380

§away from figures because the Legislature and the legislative

: bodies have a tendency to regard that as the maximum, Ve

thought it more advantageous, however, than some vague and

So if there is any question about that, we would amend it to

gs make it clear that that is a minimum requirement in order to
&

coordinate with the purposes of the entire Commission.

MR. REINHARDT: And candidates are encouraged to ap—

SENATOR MASCONE:

i point even a higher percentage?

That is correct.

May I add one more thing. I know you know it now,

i but I think it has to be underscored. This is not a speech

| I have given to you. You will note I am quoting from an of-

Ig ficial document or at least a document which hopefully will

%

P

prroi b2 addn o
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hectic weekend.

g become an official document of the Democratic Party over this

MR. REINHARDT: Thank you, Senator.

MR. MONTGOMERY':

dey about the new political awareness of the Chicano group. I!

if anything?
SENATOR MASCONE:

Ve have heard these expressions to-

. am wondering if you can tell usiftheofficial Democratic Party

_ | is doing anything about putting any financial resources into

. this movement? It is going to teke money to do all of these
. things. What is the official party going to do about that,

fram‘bling statement that could be regarded as political rhetoriq.

B L S U P e
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Let me say first of all that I wish
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I had the power to speak for the official Democratic Party

to the extent I can influence the Democratic Party. My per- .
sonal view is that all of this 1s really rather nonsensical

and really falls into the field of rhetoric unless we all know
that it takes power to effectuate all of these ideological

‘ aspirations and power is, in part, certainly the fumding of

operations to do this. I would go on record saying if this

Il is to become a reality, it has to encompass all of the imple-—

ments the politicians know to be essential., That.includes
proper financial aid. I hope the Democratic Party, if they
adopt this this weekend, which I hope they will, understands
i that. I would like to be a leader in that particular fight.
Let me say if I could speak for them I would feel free in say-‘
ing that is the general view of the Democratic Party.

MR. GABOQURIE: I have no questions.
“ FATERCASSO: Senator, it is quite enlightening, first

of all, to get this document, especially after hearing the

testimony of the last few days. However, I would like Yo ask

several questions of you having to deal with your view and

what you can do as majority leader in the recommendation of an.
increased emount of Jjudges to be appointed in the Mexican-
American commmities in the state, ltexican-American Judges.

SENATOR MASCONE: Thus far, with respect to that is-

sue, the extent of the influence I have sought to exert has tog

do with my own city, which is generally regarded by most peo;;l!
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il in the legislature as being "the most progressive of 211,77 I

:
kS
~

fl can refute that when I tell you of all of the diverse ethnic

P

%! groups in San Fransisco the Spanish speaking is certainly among

5 | ‘
il the largest in number. TYet there are no Spanish speaking

¢ judges, no Spanish surname Judges, certainly. At the same time
© !; I have urged individuals whom the commmity delegated for this
" responsibility as their best representative to get on the ju-

’ diciery. Thus far I have been ineffective, I would not ,
%%i imagine you would be too astonished to know that I have only

sz ‘i been here in the last four years where the appointive power

“ does not always look to me for this. z
® To generally answer your question, that fits within =
g

what we are talking about, that, to me, as a lawyer, without

N R Y N

derogating my present Job in the legislature, has got to be
the real crux of government, the Jjudiciary. Certainly this

* has to include members of the Chicano commmity on that.

Sy
3 m
——

i s g1 11 o ettt

FATHER CASS0: Senator, here we have the Los Angeles,

and specifically the blue area which is Bast Los Angeles, and !
i !
{ in 1961 through reapportionment the Mexican-American commmity !
i I

{
» was 80 gerrymandered that it is very difficult for them even

&
to "elect a dog catcher." Do you see this as a grave concern

el

SRNPOVRIN

1 of yours and the party and will something be dome about 1t?
2

35wty

SENATOR MASCONE: To answer both of your questions,
&8 5

if 1 said anything butl yes, that it is a grave concerm, this |
would be labeled rhetoric. This is what we are really talking!
25 i
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about, isn't it?

FATHER CASSO: That is right.
SENATOR MASCONE: What will be done about it, again
i I am sure you are all adults and you understend that I am

one vote, together with any influence I may have. But my one

vote and the influence I may have will be dedicated to the

i regtructuring of the party so that in addition to the Judi-

§§ clary the same people we are talking about, Chicanos and

Eg latinos, are represented in this leglislative body.

] FATHER CASSO: Do you feel from your experience that

there is serious gerrymandering to the detriment of the Chi-

v
e T T

| i canos in Los Angeles?
% "SENATOR MASCONE: I think the best answer to your
%question—and I hope it is not evasive==but I look around me

Ein the Senate and I see none, Therefore, the answer must be

R

yes.

Corh e 7

FATHER CASSO: The other thing has to do with yes-

pi g

3 terday when testimony was given—and these are the figures
]’ that were brought cut as far as employment and I would have
-::.:hoped the chart would have been here so I did not have to
graad this—=from the federal elected and appointed officials,

according to the 1970 California roster, of 525 people there

f were unly seven Mexican-Americans. For the state legislature

;a.nd advisors, of the 195 only twg of the executive officers

. of the state, of the 2,291 employees only 13 were Mexican-

2 e v
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Americans; the state boards, commissions and advisorys, of
the 1,732, only 47 vere Mexican~Americans; clty and county
government officials, 10,907, only 241 were Mexican-Americans.
YVhat do you think of that record?

SENATOR MASCONE: It is poor and poor is a patronizing
word.,. It is disgraceful. All I can tell you, and I am sure
you want the truth, it is important that we have competent
people in these important positions. Further, I think it
enhances your position. I have to regard my Jjob as important
and I am Just egotistical enough to believe the people who
sent me here want me to have the best office available. I
don't have a very large staff, Two of mine are from the
Latino commmity and they have been from the outset. I regar%
them as among my very best. So obviously my view is there is;
an abundance of competent people in a commmity to adequately

i

put forth the abilities and obviously it has tc be reconciled.!

FATHER CASSQ: Do you see-a value in the advisorys
and committees having on their staffs Mexican=Americans as :
consultants and to help their decision makers in helping to
change this picture?

SENATOR MASCONE: Senator Dymally and I thought it
was most important and we thought that was the case as re-
cently as last week., To go a little further, I am not going %
to report in telling Blacks what is best for Blacks and Chic&é

H

nos what is best for Chicanos, et cetera, except what I am.
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{ place, that wyoting officials would immediately stop two P90P19§
i

yourself to language here and voter registration, do you feel -

- ég hope it was already, at least technically, within our laws,
;

"t session. .

385
Therefore, 1 am going to need people who are going to be

affected by this kind of program to play a large part in .

telling us how it ought to be done.

; So my long answer to your question is yes, we must

‘have the people who are concerned about what is regarded as
;fgerrymandering in 1971 and to ungerrymander it and provide
ithe kind of representation on the official level that we talk

§ about.
; FATHER CASSO: My final question has to do with the
i
: testimony that came in yesterday having to do with Spanish

5
£

’ ;:being spoken in awting place, not the booths, but the voting 5

i who were speaking Spanish. Do you feel, since you address i

: :
|’ the Democratic Party can do something to look into that par- ?

i; ticular problem?

1 SENATOR MASCONE: Let me say we ought to do more
‘ than look into it. Any interference with the electorial pro-
cess, and that certainly includes any time you walk into that

‘ booth and well in advance of that, I would think is criminal.

‘ Vie certainly have made every other kind of misconduct criminal

P

4

“} and I don't think we ought to let that go undetected. I would'

“ i If it was not, I would urge the legislature to do that this |

1

fyramir

—TR
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FATHER CASSO: I bave nothing further. Thank you.
SENATOR MASCONE: To me that is an obvious interfer-
ence with the process.
MR. REINHARDT: Mr. Glick.
MR, GLICK: I have no questions.
FATHER CASSO: I will ask one more question,

From the testimony this morning, we heard of a tre-

w}

| mendous disillusionment with the Democratic Party on behalf

i

.' of the Mexican-American community, particularly on behzlf of
| the young. Although this document will be an important step
to show the Mexican-American commmity the Democratic Party's

¥
+

| concern, do you feel a major thrust and a major effort, a

;
E
H
i
s

major campaign, affirmative action campaign, on the part of

the Democratic Party will be necessary in order that the Mexi- i
14 !
| canwAmerican commmity will not only know this to be a reality,
15 i
but likewise can have it implemented by leadership such as

16
yours?

} SENATOR MASCONE: Absolutely, Father, and I would
; like to go one step further.

I don*t mean to be facetious, Mr. Chairman, at all, :
but I have talked tc scme of my colleagues who feel disappoin‘b—é
ed and put upon because the Mexican-American commmity has been

so hypocritical of the Democratic Party in the long run because!

235
]or some of the deficiencies we seek to correct now. They usuals-

24 i
1y compare themselves with the Republican Party. I think the |

35 i
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first thing we have to make very clear to my colleagues is i

that Mexican-Americans don't deal in relative terms. They

have come to look on the Democratic Party as the party that

at least rhetorically speaks for it, but they no longer want

¢ rhetoric, they want implementation. It is not good to say
: we have to be better than the Republican Party, we have to be
; a great deal better than we have been.
FATHER CASSO: Thank you,
MR, REINHARDT: Mr. Glick.
MR. GLICK: Senator, Just as a point of information, i
Father Cassc was referring to the prohibition of the speaking

of Spanish at the polls. That derives actually from a statuteé

F* from the Election Code Section 14217, which provides all pro-

ceedings at the polls shall be conducted in the English lang- .

than the English language. 1t is a matter of statute.
SENATOR MASCONE: So let me say it is proof positive .

you learn something every day. Let me assure this Commission .

- ‘l uage, no election official while on duty shall speak in other
l that we will put in a bill as early as next week to eradicate
that from the law. Our success will depend upon how serisus
we are about eliminating this. It strikes me as a legislative
: sanction for electorial interferencs.
May I have that section again, please?
MR. GLICK: UNo., 14217,

SENATOR MASCONE: The Election Code? .
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MR. GLICK: Tes.
SENATOR MASCONE: Thank you,.
MR. GLICK: Senstor, the report of the Committee on
Democratic Party Reform contains a number of recommendations,
some of which could be implemented by administration and some

will require legislation, Has there been amy movement this

early 1n the session to draw up legislation to put some bills _

in the hopper to implement thage recomendations?

SENATOR MASCONE: Immediately upon the passage of
this report, and hopefully without further admendment, that
is exactly vhat is intended to be done by me and others.

MR. GLICK: Thank you.

SENATOR MASCONE: Our experience has been that, des-
pite that Steve Reinhardt and many other hard-working members
of these Committeess of the total Commission have amended and

reamended and tried to get it in perfect form, we know there

will be efforts to do so, even on a small basis over the week—:

end. AL the morent, we have a report before us and, I think,
it is a mandate to the Legislature, of which I am a member,
to implement it wherever necessary by statute or Constitu—
tional amendment.

MR. GLICK: Suppose in the event of political res-
sons completely unrelated to the validity of some of the
recommendations and maybe the report is not adopted by the

Party., That still would not mean legislation to abolish
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residency requirements would not in and of itself not be a

good idea.

SENATOR MASCONE: I have done this and it struck
| me that in order to get the best shot at this it would be

{well to await a mandate from the Party itself. If you are

MR. GLICK: Thak you. That is what I wanted.
SENATOR MASCONE: The answer is no.

MR. REINHARDT: Mr. King?

MR. KING: I have no questions.

MR. REINHARDT: Mrs. Kuchman?

MRS. KUCHMAN: I have no questions,

MR. REINHARDT: Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR MASCONE: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
MR. REINHARDT: Is Mr. Armando Morales in the room?

Mr. Morales, would you give us your name and identi-°

MR. MORALES: I am Armando Morales. I am not here
: representing any organization. I was asked to testify here ;
3 |

%as a person who has some expertise and knowledge about the

ot

;Chicano-police relationships in East Los Angeles. I am going

Lo

| to address my remarks to the conflict that exists currently

R

i between the police and Mexican-Americans in Bast lLos Angeles.

e f It really has as an underlying reason the whole problem of

< ¥

e
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political power,
¥May I begin at this point with =y remarks? I just
have a few aimutes of soms written material here that I would

like to reed. I will leave & copy for the Commission.
1 am here at ths request of the Commission to testi-
fy about the issue of political respportionment, i.e., to
recoxmend an increase of political power for Mexican-iAmericans
in California, I admire the Commizsion's efforts in this re-
gard, but viewing the historical social-political relationship
| in this state between Mexican-Americens and Anglo-Saxons, I
feel it is very naive to assume that once Anglo-Saxons in
political power understand how their severs political discrim-

Americans, In this respect, 1 am profoundly skeptical that
anything other than a token political gesture will bs the
final resalt. Although these statements sound pessimistic,

| they are not being made by a pessimist as a true pessimist
would have refused to come here to testify.

My comments will be restricted to the Maxican-
American East los Angeles commmity, ths scens of four urben
riotsnthinn:lz—mthperiod. It bhas had more civil turmoil
tmmmmmmmsmustortmymlmmwn.e
j and in itz plea for help from politicians, it has been totally
| ignored by Moyor Yorty, the lLos Angeles City Council, the
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Caamty Board of Supervisors, Governmor Reagan, and sven
President Nixon. wmmmmm.m.
of political powerlssszness as only political power elicits
political interest. Relatedtothiznz;dmfyingtho
problem is that Anglo~-Saxon politicians are ewen-less in-
terested in the Nexican-imerican poor. My testimony will

attempt to point out to the Commiszion one of the severe
manifestations of political powerlessnsss as it pertains to

East los Angeles Mexican-Americans and law enforceaent
agencies. Thes current overt comflict between Mexican-imeri-
cans and law enforcement agencies in Los Angeles is plainly

| a political confrontation where the police are using their
legal authority and power to suppress andoppress Maxican-
Amsrican sfforts toward political organization and social
change. Different government agencies have been used through-
out history to suppress the Mexican-American for political
notives. Historically, this can be traced to the late 1840's

©

ot
o

5 5 5 % K & B

political motives when, anring ths Depression, Anglo-Saxon

i politicians used the federal Immigration Department to deport
to Mexico 312,000 parsons of Mexican descent, many U.S.

i Amgrican born citizens, residing in California., And today,

| the powerful, modern urban army-—the police—are being used

in a like fashion for political suppression of Mexican- .

B R B B R 8 G S
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Chapter IX - The American Iatrogenic Solutiom.
"In thiz finsl chapter, a few comments will first
Ibe made with regard to recommendations that could lead to a

Emuwmwmﬂupn«
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based upon what occurs in other commmities where these tense

conditions are not found. The important factor to consider

the smount of political authority a given commmity has with i
the police agency, that the greater the commmity authority
over the police agency, the less friction and conversely, the
greater ths polics authority over the commmity, the greater
the friction. The second half of this chapter will consider
what hopefully will not be a course of action for policy-
nakers to adopt, ths American Iatrogenic Solution to Mexican-
Amsrican-police problems,

*In the begimning it was stated that Mexican-imerican-
polics conflict had to be anlayzed in the framework of a polite
cal power struggls, that when Hexican-Americans have sirived
to improve their political and socio-economic condition, they
Irequantly coms in direct conflict with the legal system and
the police sstablishment. Comsidering this factor, it is the
writert's opinion, based on more than 13 ysars of experience in
problems caamot be solved on the local Mexican American com-
mmity level because; 1, Mexican-Americans are politically
powerless and, thersfore, can be and are easily ignored by
the police; 2, even if the police desired to adopt Mexican-
Amsrican recamnendationg, in soms cases thsy would not be en-

powered to implemsnt the recommendations, e.g., & polics cor-
nissioner candidate selected by the Mexican-American commmi

and 3, these problems are symptomatic of the strainged rela-
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"Poor, powsrless, ethnic minority commmities find
it painful to accept the authority of inssnsitive, mnmt,r
| middle class Anglo-Saxon police officers who in turn become

10 |

uudlmgmg-dﬂfmcsmi@tbotactmtom&ruccn-

18|
dmmmmmwmhatmm Be~-
19

mnwnmmnksawmchnpan
25
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| of & larger commmity system which functions as a democracy.

| mmity level,

"Changss have to be made in the opsretions of the

| larger commmity system that affect the welfere of the samller
| conmmity subsysten, humm.wmwn.
| police operations affecting the Mexican-imerican commmity

| have to be iattiated by the power structure of the larger com—-
| mmity, It is also in the larger commmity power structure

i mination lis. Politiocal self-dstermination has to become a

mmmmmmtymmm. The im=

amdmmmwmummmwrm
| recommendations in addition to formuiating recommendations

| that can have the e=Zect of discouraging abresive police prac-

| tices. The recomscndations will be divided into three time

mmmmmmmmu:onm:.



https://mdeti.Gm
https://tonulat:I.Dg
https://tol.lold.Dg

o

396
One, acute individual alrasive polics prectices; two, insti-
tutional discriminetory prectices; and tiwsee, the development
of Mexican-Americen political self-dstermination.”
I will address myself only to ths third level of
recommendstions, that of Mexican-American politicel self-

| institution. It is assmed that political infinence will meke
mmmmmmtmmptsuwwmmf
out of the Maxican-inerican commmity. .

"Carrective NHeasures: Two spproaches are suggested
to help ths Mexicen-American toward political self-determinatii .
|First of all, current prectices in ths erimimal jJustice system,
|police, District Attorney, courts and corrections, prevent
|Mexicen-imsricans from realizing their political potentials
|bave to be idemtified and carvected. Secondly, Gurrent politi-
jcal discrimiratory pruciices, such as gerrymandering, on the
|federal, state snd local lovel have to be clesrly identified
|in ordar to take appropriate corrective action.
"Amsricans have a right to politicsl dissention and
to dsmomstrate publicly. Howsvar, the Iistrict Attorney bas
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used ths state comspirvecy statutes against - rican-Americans
mnmmm.mmmwmw.
"blow-outs' in May 1968, the 1969 Biltmors Hotel *Nuevas

Vistas 10' education demcnstretion, then the Dacember 1969

Catolicos de 1a Razea demonstrations at St. Basil's Catholic
| chamrch, Rather than dealing with allsged law vioclations, dis-
tarbing the psace, st ceters, as individual acts end therefore
| misdemsanor offenses, the District Attormsy chose to use the
Mmmmmmmu;uaponmzmuu
mpontieddismt. As loretta Ayala de Sifuentes has
stl'hdz "Charging dissenters with conspiracy rathsr than,

such associztions to labeling, such as criminel or commmist,
and social disspprobetion of the sort that will greatly in-
mutmrmumoranammrwzmotm
mmmm&ecmmmm“mfw:wot
| the effect on the lives of individuals of such labeling.®
mmwammmummmm
Emsumyﬁmmmﬁmammst
M,ﬂmtallmdtomlop.vﬂlrmlthﬁnpoﬁw

of violence to effect change in social institutions.

"Maxican-Americans complain of haraszsent and un~
mdmwmmmmmdmmmm.
| right to protest against the police and othsr institutions,
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The police intimidats them by reiding thsir hesdguarters,
taking their photogrephs as they demonstrats, arrest them
right out of the picket lines, and haress them in their privats
homes. If these practices are not the official policies of
the Chief of Pilice snd the County Sheriff, than they should
immedintely assums control of those officers demcnstrating
gusstionable behavior. Their behavior not only has ths effect
of political suppression, but it compounds and provokes the
psychological injury of an explosive commmity.

There are approximately 40,000 adult inmeates and
parolees in the California Adult Authority corrections system
and of these 20 per cexnt or 8,000 are of Spanish surname and
mostly from the Southern Califormia area, Most Mexican-
American convictions are for narcotics offenses. Because of
mmarous, intervelated institutionsl discriminatory practices
thatnmltinmpoormziwmanshmgamstod,coq-
victed and imprisoned for narcotic offenses then middle~class
pm,mmﬂsmnmtismdsemmmlm
they also lose their right to vote. And because they lose
their right to vote, they become politically helpless to pare
ticipate in the American democretic process to change those
social conditions that caused their initial dewnfall, and
which will 8ls0 cause thair future downfall. They are in re-
ality trapped in & vicious cycle., As they are trapped in not
being able to vote, the Maxicen-imerican commmity is likewise
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trapped. In this respect, the state correctional system is

politically oppressing the Mexican-American commmity. The

wi@mlpmpmotthelawmtopmishtheoﬁender,hzti’

is also punishing a class of people. Politics, in this re-
spect, have no place in the correctional system. This zm;juét
law should be terminated.

"For the last two years the Chicano law Students
Association and the Congress of Mexican—American Unity have
attempted to persuade the los Angeles City Council and the

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to expand their memberp
ships to make it possible for Hexicen-Americans to have a po-'[.i.

litical voice in government. The Board of Supervisors rejecteg

this request. After an initial denial of this request, the

City Council later decided to attach the request——expanding ’
city coumeil from fifteen to seventeen members--as an amendmenit

with the new city charter proposal in the 1970 November elec-
tions. The council stipulated, however, that the new city
charter first had tc be passed by the voters before they could
vote on the independent enlargment amendment., Mexicane
Americans viewed this feeble, impractical attempt as a politi-
cal maneuver designed to make Mexican~Americans believe that

the city council was truly attempting to help them develop

political power. The Board of Supervisors and the City Councifl

should again reconsider these matters with the assistance of

Mexican-American organizations, and demonstrate a tenacious

i-
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comitment to resclve the problem in a creative, practical

namer, A democracy functions best when all people have a
voice in govermment. Urban disorder is a lunwry that dis-
criminatory political interests can no longer afford--sveryone
loses.

*Because the 1570 census will reveal an increase in
population in Celiformia, new congressional districts will
have to be created. This will provide an opportimity for
those in political power to coordinate their efforts in sup-
porting the creation of congressional districts that will be
favorable to Mexican-Anerican voters.

"Another approach to help the Mexican-imerican de-
velop political sslf-determination is to 2111 eurrent politi-
cal office vacancies with Mexican-iAmericans., For example, at
a recent meeting called by Semator Alan Cranston involving
Anglo=Saxon businessmen and Mexican-Americans, Abe Tapia,
State Chairmen of the Mexican-American Political Association,
recomsended that the businessmen, with the support of the lLos
Angeles Times, campaign to £ill Danielson's vacated state
senate seat with a2 HMexican-American in order for Mexiecan
Avericans to have a voice in the district reapportionment d:.s-'
cussions in the coming state legisliature sessioms. Without
a Mexican-American voice in these discussions-—baged on hise
torical experience--current political discriminatory practices

will become even more severe.”
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to begin with, the police-citizen contact is a highly exciting

1
and provoking type of experience. I don't think by increasing

9,
2
say, the mmber of Mexican-American officers it would reduce P

3
he tension. I believe thers are abrasive practices going on

7ithin the police depertment in its transactions with the com-

° mmity. For example, the whole question of over policing the
ommmity. There are many mors people per ratic of population
being cited for traffic offenses. There are more people being
ested for drunk driving, drunkeness, than in other communi-
es, even though it has an identical level of alcoholdm as in

10
other areas. There 1s excessive helicopter patroling of the

- ommmity and that is, I think, psycho}ogieally provoking.
- There are institutional practices that have to be changed rather
® han individuel to individual street relationships, which migh’
" happen if there were more Mexican-American police officers on
® l he force.
16

MR. GABOURIE: In Bast Los Angeles you have a districtg
ol court in which four judges preside, tixwes of which are lMexican-
® { cans, Does the Bast Los Angeles commmity feel these
19

three Jjudges are not relating to the defendants who come before

ithem? Are they unsatisfied or dissatisfied rather with the
hree MexicaneAmerican judges who preside in the Fast los
Angeles cowrt?

MR, MORALES: I am personslly not aware of any com=-
plaints as far as the commmity is concerned towerd the three

8 R 8 R B B
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| Angeles commmity there are approximetely 10,000 persons of

| yet in a middle=class Anglo-Sexon Commmity that has an identif-

- 403

Maxican-American Judges, but, again, I would say there is a
certain type of discriminatory practice which has been in-
stitutional, even into the couwrt system, which is by and large
hurting the commmity, which I don't think the commmity is
actually aware of, Again, vhat I am speaking of is an over-
representation of people being arested for the offenses of
drmmk driving and drunkeness.

To give you one dramatic example, in the Bast Los

Spanish surname belng arrested for drunkeness or drunk driving)

cal ratio of alcoholism, there are only 1,500 pecple being
arrested per yeer for the same offenses. In East Los Angeles
there are 375 police officers patroling the erea and in the
middle-clags Anglo-Saxon commmity there are only 100, Just

a little over 100, police officers. My point is the more you
increase the patrol of any.community, the more 'I:he police
behavior affects the behavior of the people.

MR. GABOURIE: Have the citizens in East Los Angeles
as a body contected any of the three Mexican-American Judges
and told them this?

MR. MORALES: I am not aware of this bappening. As
I say, this decument is 220 pages long and it has one chapter
addressed to this very question. Once we are able to repro- |
duce this document, we certainly are going to involve the
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courts, not only the mmicipal courts, but the state and
federal courts, b

The same type of process is involved in the nar-
cotics problen.,

MR, GABOURIE: Thank you.

FATHER CASSO: Do you feel because of the activity
you have indicated, Mr. Morales, that the commmity is more
agravated today than it was, say, in August?

MR, MORALES: I would say yes. I have made a swurvey
of the literature of commmities that have had riots through-
out the U.,S. and it seems in all commmities that did have a
riot during the 1960's, primarily 1965 to 1968, in all cases
there was an increase in police patroling. It seems as if .
the usual constraints of the police were pretty much removed
and the police became involved much more aggressively with
abrasive practices in the commmity., This is very much so in
the situation in East Los Angeles, There are many people in
the commmity who are very angry as to the intensified abrasivd
practices of the police.

FATHER CASSO: This morning one of the attornmeys
read from the U.S. Supreme Court Katzenbachk versus Morgan and
made this statement: "Debasement or dillusion of a class,

namely,a minority group voting strength, may and does, in fact,

lead to any treatment of government services such as public .
schools, public housing and law enforcement.” From your testi-
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hony, is it your opinion this is true and that this is going
1

on in Bast Los Angeles?

enforcement agencies in this area to the people of Los Angeles,

2 % MR. MORALES: Certainlyy yes.
3 MR. MONTGOMERY: Any questions?
4 MRS. KUCHMAN: ~No.
5| MR. MONTGOMERY: Mr. Glick.
MR. GLICK: Mr. Morales, in the absence of any over-

h11 social change in Los Angeles, and that is the relationship
8 1, etween the Mexican-American subculture—I can't recall the
? l erm you used exactly--and the greater commmity, can you make
10 l ny suggestion or recommendations as to what efforts could be
u I] ten administratively to give greater control over the law
12

|

13
both in the county and in the city?

4
: MR. MORALES: I feel that there is a city charter in

15

he City of Los Angeles and it is written in the city charter
16

|

‘ he situation is currently structured, there is no way really

bxactly how the police department will function. But the way

3

1

o0

hat one can effectively represent the Mexican-American com=-

0

]
mmity, say, on the Police Commission. Members of the Police

20
ommission are appointed by the mayor and so far, to this

21
oin-l;, appointees on the Police Commission have not been per-
sons that have come out of the East lLos Angeles commmity or

that reside in the East Los Angeles commmity. I believe some
24 | )

ype of process or vehicle has to be worked out where people
25
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fron the Hexican-American commmity can be elected or selected

in soms fair way so they can serve on the Police Commisaion.
I think this would have some effect on the problen, P

MR. GLICK: I would think there could be a decentral
ized law enforcement agency-—and this hag been ixried in other
cities with a varying degree of success-—s0 the princints which
lie in East los Angeles would really have officers who are re-

MR, MORALES: I would think if something like this

of the friction of the community. The biggest problem is there

ing. Any step taken in the direction of bringing the police
under greater imfluence of the commmity, I think this would
have some effect in reducing the conflicts between the two.

MR. GLICK: Do you know or would you offer an opinion
a8 to any roll the federal government could play in terms of
containing the hostility that seems to exist between the people
and the police in Bast Los Angeles?

MR. MORALES: Yes, I have an lidea about that. As
you lmow, there is a federal law, Title 18, US Code, Section
242, that mekes it a federal offense for any police officer
or peace officer to deprive a citizen of his rights through

abusive behavior, beating, et cetera. This law initially in
its original form was initiated in 1872, revised in 1940, .
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again in 1964, Since then there have been & few mild modie
fications of that law, Eut to date since that lsw has been
created there has not been one perszon of Spanish surmame
throughout the United States that has ever received protsction
from that law in a sense that a police officer has been prose-
cuted for abusing the civil rights of a Mexican-American.

I feel if the federal government could aggressively
use that law and prosecute police officers who have assaulted
Mexican~Anericans, this will tend to have a cooling-off effect
on the actions of meny police officers.

CGurrently the police pretty much feel they can do
what they wish, fesling quite confident no one will do any-
thing about the situation. Concerning the East los Angeles
pictwre for the last 12 months, I believe their opinions and
beliefs are correct.

MR. GLICK: Thank you.

MR. MONIGOMERY: Anything further?

MR. KING: Yes.

I get the feeling from yowr remarks that you feel
en explosion in the East Los Angeles commmity could be
Imminent, Is that a fair statement?

MR, MORALES: Yes, As I pointed out in my earlier
testimony, there have been four explosions,which have made the
commmity most explosive, during the 12-month period,

MR, KING: You said you also made a study of a numbe;

-
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of commmities around the United States in which there have

been similar explozions. You named or stated one factor. .

Are there others? I am sure there are.
MR. MORALES: Yes. _
MR, KING: Perhaps you could epumerate a little bit

MR. MORALES: Yes,

I have informetion here regarding the three explo-
sions that occurred in Bast Los Angeles during the year 1570.
I have not considared the most recent since the situation
19| cccurred on Jamuary 9th of this year, The first explosicn
was on Jamuary 1, 1970, another an August 29, 1970, and a
third on September 15, 1370.

Ths conditions and circumstances found in approxi-
mately 168 riots that ocourred throughout the U.S., during the
nid 1560%s, I compered those conditions with the conditions
in East los Angeles. I nmight just point ocut a few of them in
reference to your question.

11

13
14
15
16
7

18 The conditions to be found in the U.S. riota were,

ons, socio-sconomic, political and psychological depression.
This was so in East Los Angeles. A feeling of exploitatiom,
this was true in the East Los Angeles commmity. Lack of
influence and cozmamication means, this was 30 in Bast los
A fseling of poverlessness, this was »6 in the ¥ast

i
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this was so in the East los Angelss commmity, Outworkts

precipitated by routine arrests, this was so in one of the
three explosions in the Fast los Angeles commmity. Ths police
symbolized white power to the commmity, this was so in the
East Los Angeles compamity. A preception of police butality
end a double-standsrd of justice, this was 30 in the East los
Angeles commmity.

Most of the riots were what they call commodity
riots., That mesns there was an explosion directed primerily
at business establishments and commodities, This was so0 in
two of the East los Angeles riots and not true in the third,

Death resulting from police force, there were some
deathe in the East Los Angeles explosion; injuries resulting
from police force, this was so in the East Los Angeles com~
mmity. Police injuries as a result of this, this was so in
the three East los Angeles situations, There was an absence
of arganized conspiracy, this was so in the Bast Los Angeles
commmity. A carnival spirit was there priar to the rioting,
this was s0 in the Bast Los Angeles situatioms.

In the first phase of the U,S. riots, crowds cole
lected, police wers stoned, tensions moumted, this was so only
in two of the East Los Angeles situations. The second phase®
was breaking of windows and looting, this was so in the East
los Angeles sitution. The third phase was fire bombings, arson
thiz was s0 in only two of the East lLos Angeles situations,
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!u:» e were police counter-measures, this was so in two of the
! jBast Los Angeles situations. The police escalated the riots .
2 {.. too early, too little reaction or over-reaction, regerding
3 Bast Los Angeles there appears to have been over-reaction in
4 he August 29, 1970, rilot in which there were three deaths.
° In the U, S. riots local citizens were allowed to
® handle the disorder with minimm police intervention. This was
7 mot so in the first two East los Angeles riots, but was so in
° e third. The preventive approach taken by the police, this
> was so only in the third riot.
N The third phase of riot, a minority group police
" onfrontation, this was so in the two latter riots in East los
12

geles.,
* There are other different points and it seems as if .
“ e situations were almost identical to the U, S. riots.
N Again, if you want to read this in more detail when .the report
* is avallable, you may have a copy for your consideration.
" Mit. MONTGOMERY: Thank you very much, Mr. Morales.
* My name is Alpha Montgomery and I will act as the
19 Chairman wmtil your Clrman, Herman Sillas, returns. I under-
® lp‘tagd he is making a presentation at the immediate time.
= Our next wiiness is Mr. Julian Nava—I understand Mr.
* (Munoz 1is here.
23
Would you state your name and your organization.

24

MR. MUNOZ: I am Rosalio Munoz., I am Chairman of

25
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I came here prepared to talk about incidents in the

ast in terms of how the police enforce political exclusion
Mexican-Anmericans in Los Angeles Coumty, but the sihzatioﬁ
ow In Los Angeles County really directs my attention, and I
e all the people who are concerned about lmman beings, to
he future and to the coming weekend ending om Jamuary 31.

I would 1like to read a leaflet to begin my testi-
frnony. It has been put out by cur Committee concerning a
emonstration ending on January 3l.

(At this time, a statement was read inmto the

ecord by Mr. Mmoz.)

14
15
6
17
18 |
19 |
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MR, MUNOZ: The role of the Chicano Moratorium
Committee is ons, as State Semator Mascone talked about, .
of politics, Ve engage in, 1 gusss, in what is known in
legal terms as the speech plus activities, something very,
very necessary to our commnity, because of the fact we have
no real effective political representation in our local areas,
statewide and national. Because of the lack of this repre-
sentation and because of the lack of the effectiveness of the
representation that we do have, political issues as defined
by the standard institutions in this country do not relate
to our people and their every-day lives. In order for our
people to participate in the political arena, it is extremely
necessary for the’. to be groups such as our Committee, such
as many other groups throughout the-southwestern part of ,well,
southwestern United States, that can use as effectively as
possible the guarantees of the Constitution of the United
States, primarily the first amendment, to break down the is-
sues to our people.

This is what we saw as our duty to do for our pecople
on the issue of the war where we found a disproportionate
amount of Mexican-Americans, Spanish surname people, dying 1n
the bloody, immorsl war in Vietnam. We think we effectively
did that and placed the issue to our people so they could see
it clearly. We had to do it on our own bescause even a group
such as the Peace Movement in this country was institutionally
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not going to the war and how, through draft counseling and
other measures, to avoid the war. The result was more Chicanos
Blacks eand poor people filling the quotas of our Selective
Service System., So we had to do it on our own and there was

n great need to do it.

We became convinced before August 29th that if we

ere going to bring the war home-=because we said the war, our
ar, was a struggle for social justice-—the next place we would
ave to focus our attention was on the issue of the police
tality, police-commnity relations, but when there is bru-
ality there are really no relations. Unfortunately, before

e could finish our August 29th national mobilization, we had

0 deal with the issue of police brutality right there in the
ark. Every since then our Committee has been subject to con-
inuous harrassment, physical and psychological, by the Los

geles Police Department primarily and in part by the Sheriff'd

Now, with this upcoming demonstration ending on the

blst of this month, we come to what we see as the central core
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it is fear, not Just - for Mexican-Americans, but, as I see
it, for =all citizens in our modern society, because police ,
seam to be using fear more and more as a way of doing their
Jobe With us it is a deep-rooted fear.

I think the prior testimony of Mr. Morales in talking
about the military invasion, the stealing of our land, the
efforts of Immigration to break lmndreds of labor efforts and
to try to tell white people, "We are making Jobs for you by
getting rid of Mexicans", in the '30s and the '50s, then after
World War II with the police being that agency that creates
ths fear in our people, a fear that makes any kind of politi-
cal activity, it gives you an ambiguous feeling if you ere a
Chicano or a Black if you are going to step out and exercise
your basic rights. .

I have with me some testimony of the afforts we have
made in trying to get the loz Angeles Police Department to
stop the harrassment of our Chicano Moratorium Committee.
Fifty-four members of the Committee and organizers have been
arrested falsely, stopped and beaten., Some of these instances
will be in the testimony. I find it particularly interesting—+
1f you will take a look afterwards at the testimony of the then
head of the Hollenback Division of the Los Angeles Police De-
partament, Mr. Harvey, whose testimony about all the police

survellance af the area relates to what he talks about, their
being a lot of crime in that commmity, a lot of youths and '
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gangs, raising all kinds of stereotypes in the judge's mind
! about Chicanos being criminally inclined or that ocur area
2"has a higher rate of crime. The testimony of Mr. Morales
® will show, I think, there is no high rate of crime in that
4 area as compared to sny other areas in the city. But the
5

Jjudge apparently saw fit not to bring a preliminary injunc-

6
tianbacausetharewashighcrime there and believing the

7

stereotypes that the police threw at him,

®

Theidemonstration onidmnmaryOth was & demonstration

&0

organized by ovy Committee to protest the harrassment against
10 |l -

our people and the Chief of Police has all but said-and I
11

believe it has been reported and it will come ocut on Sunday-—
12

hat the First Amendment should not apply to people like my=-
13

gelf, that it should be amended so that people like members
14

of our Committee cammot raise the grievances of our commmity.
® There is a lot of fear in Bast Los Angeles and
b hroughout Southern California and the County of Los Angeles
l: DS cularly about the upcoming demonstration. Ve are trying
1

o deescalate the red baiting and the racist statements of the
19

Chief of Police..-We have at least 20 members of our commmity
20

various areas throughout the commmity fasting and trying

21
lto commmicate a spirit of nonviolence. I am one of them.
22

[fe are also in our fast trying to communicate awareness in
23

[our people to look out for paid provocators who want to create
24

[violence on the part of the police. In a way, after the 9th,
25
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one of our Committee members said, and I would like to quote
him, "We have got thenm on the run;' the police, except they are
chasing after us with billy clubs and guns, but we do have
them on the rmun and they are chasing after us and are going to
be, in my opinion, trying to provoke some kind of violence in
order to come down again on us very harshly and in order to
suspend our First Amendment rights,

I want to call upon all of you seated in front of
me, and all of you here, to do everything you can to stop
lice violence on Janmuary 3lst. The demonstration has been
escalated, as I said, through fear tactics by the Los Angeles
el of Police, Edward Davis. We envision at the beginning,
ferently from that on January 9th, not protesting direct .
litical repression against the community, against leaders

14

organizers, but on the every-day life of our people. We
15

ve organized with commmity people at five points in the
16

ounty pilgrimages for those people, Chicano people, Latin
o le, who have suffered directly from police brutality and
ve witnessed it. The caravans will wind from all corners of
e county through the area to East Los Angeles where we will
ve an open hearing for those people who have been victims
f police brutality.

I would like to invite all of you at this time here
o that open hearing.

I will say again that the issue is fear, a fear that
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| to do something for police-commmity relations throughout the
country and throughout the world. We are willing to work
| toward that as long as you people here can find means of help-

| Ted letters it said, "Motcho," and below it saild in black,

K7
inhibits us politically. Our Committee has decided mo longer
to fear injustice, We live with it every day in our barrios
Ws might just as well hring it to the picket line, to the march,
to the pilgrimage, if necessary. We also have an attitude thay
perhaps with théis demonstratiorn there may be a time to es-
tablish trust for the first time, to establish trust between

the commumity and the police agencies. We have an opportunity

ing the situation, so long as you do not also fear the injus-
tices of the system you represent has placed upon us and so we
can begin dealing with each other as luman beings.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Munoz.

Are there any questions from the Committee?

Mr. Gabourie.

MR. GABOURIE: I asked Mr. Morales if he thought if
there was a higher concentration of Chicanos in the police
departments, police agencies, 1f that would help the situation
at all. He answered in the negative. What is your opinion?

MR. MUNOZ: One day I was driving through Bast Los |
;
Angeles around Brooklyn Avenue and the Bast Los Angeles Collegd.

I saw a2 large billboard right by the school and in large block

"Joins the los Angeles Police Department.® Bast Los Angeles
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College has a very high amount of Mexican-American students,
a large portlion of those students, the male part, have come
y from the batilefields of Vietnam, from the front

advantage of their GI Bill and they are looking for Jjobs. The

ay the police go about it, they are trying what I call one
orm of genocide in America, what I call imperislism., It is

one of the few imperial powers that txies to foree its culture

worse. Unfortunately, some of the worst brutality in
8 police riots we have faced in the past years have come
om Mexican-Americans who must have tremendous moral and

ind themselves. The police departments taking advantage of
purr culture turns them to brutalize their very people.

MR. GABOURIE: Thank you.

FATHER CASSO: Do you know of any other incident
the history of the United States, particularly in the '60s,

s the police tried to disburse a crowd as large as 15,000

people?
23

0a MR, MUNOZ: I am familiar with the demonstration in

25..05 Angeles at the Century Plaza and that was similar., I am

has resulted from places like My lai. They are trying to take
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not familiar with the numbers in that except the police at
! the Century Plaza, when they dispersed the crowd, just dis-
2
sed it. In East los Angeles they followed us right into

3
he commumity chasing us down ¥ilttler Boulevard. They stayed

'S

E
1
1

n the commmity and established mershel law. They did not do

<

hat with the people from Beverly Hills and from Pacific Palsa-

()]

|
|
s
|

sades and other areas of the ciity at the Century Plaza event.
7

FATHER CASSO: Do you feel that in the police or
8

he deputies,that they have a paychological understanding of
o

he Mexlican—-American temperment or the latin temperment es—

i
o

1
MR, MUNOZ: I think there are stereotypes. The

0

head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation came out with one

&

|

14 .
%,. blatant in testimony in the so-called Sleepy Lagoon Case

b the oldest onesa, You can go back 30 years to see it at its

15
1 here the Los Angeles Police Department had one of their men
16
i n foreigh affairs division, of something like that, testify
17

hat Chicanos were biologically criminally inclined,
18

One of the Chiefs of Police, Mr. Parker, has said
19

s recently, I belleve, ds 1960, that in dealing with Chicano-
20 :

l olice community relations you cannot entirely forget the gques-
21
ion of genes.
22

Perhaps more insidious is what I like to call the
23

{ beral argument or the .sociological argument, which is, well,
24

scause of economic prohlems, cultural problems, language prob-
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lems, et ceters, there are certain criminal patterns that

Chicanos have. -

I think a lot of Mr. Morales' testimomy that will be
forthcoming shows that is basically false, if only that the .
tterms may be less than other segments of the society leas
eriminally inclined.
Definitely, the police do not look at us as human
beings.

FATHER CASSO: Do you feel from your contact and
our experience, particularly with the Mexican-American young
in East Los Angeles, that their feeling toward and the image
f the police and the police department, sheriff's department,
is at an all-time low? |

MR, MUROZ: Yes, I think it i= at an all-time:low -

the youth. In fact, statements in a recent press con-
erence by the los Angeles Chief of Police, he was very, very
ingidious in trying to divide our people with a so-=called
to the parents of the East Los Angeles youth that
swimming-pool Bolshevik's were taking advantage of us and warn-
ing us to stay away, their children, away from our demonstra-
tions. The children will go anyway. The tactic was trying to
get the mothers and fathers to stay away, this is the real

thinking, trying to turn the stereotypes on the parents about
our youth being the so=called criminally inclined. This is

a very, very vicious tactic being used by Mr. Davis.
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FATHER CASSO: The reason faor my question was I had
an experience in meeting with one of the public relations
police representatives from Los Angeles. I was trying to sharp
with him soms of the expressions of the youth. Sincathisrg—
port here is going to be in writing, I want to get reflections
so that things we say are definitely the things which reflect
youth,coming especially from the young. : |

CHATRMAN SILIAS: Mr. Montgomery.

MR. MONTGOMERY: You mentioned earlier in your re-
marks about the possitlity of infiltration in your movement
to provoke violence. I wonder if it is your opinion that if
thisthingdoesmw&id&heimpahmbefmpoliceacﬁon
or from some organized group or other political body to take
advantage of your situation?

MR. MUNOZ: I bellieve it would be coming from people
who fall into the moral corruption of a*man or an attitude
expressed by the Chief of Police, Edward Davis, in Los Angeles,
I definitely fear that there will be many police within the
crowd and I don*t kmow what their roll is really going to be.
I think that in political terms, as I said, in terms of having
the police on the run, it is to their advantage to have vio-
lence.

I wae talking to Mr, Chavez about the power of the
counell about two weeks. He said that some day the ranchers
may understand how to deal with nonviolence, the police may
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never. Hs said all they know how to deal with is violence
80 politically it would be to their advantage for there to
be violence,
CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Mrs. Kuchman,
MRS. KUCHMAN: A number of speakers, and most
eloquently you, bave indicated that Mexican-Americans not

only do not wish to become pollcemex, but perhaps they

| shouldn't for any number of reasons. The visibility or the

i increase of policemen also makes further acts of violence

happen. Am I reading you correctly, therefore, that one of

the major efforts ought to be simply to get the police out

| of the area, to withdraw them, to let you people go on about

your business of living in your way without police officers?

MR, MUNOZ: We are not against police officers, we
are against excessive use of fear and abrasive actions by the
police. One of them indeed i1s overpoliecing of our areas, as
Mr. Morales indicated in his testimony.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. King.

MR. KING: In your initial statement, you stated the
reason why you have developed speech-plus activity, I belileve
you called it, is because there is no effective political
activity available to you. That is why we have been here the
last two days. I wonder if you would care to comment upon
how political activity could be made available to you or if

it can at all, I mean, is it beyond the point where this is

1
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possible or is there some way this can be brought about?

FR. MUNOZ: As I see it, the 31st provides all of
us with the opportumity of beginning to establish trust. We
are here, we have been here for hundreds of ysars and we are
going to contimue to be here. Apperently you sre going to be
here too. So we have to establish some kind of trust. I
don't know really how to answer your question., One of the |
things before we can effectively deal, I think, with any other
issues, we have to congquer this fear that is being instillied
by police agencises so that we can see clearly what our in-
terests are politically, socially and ecomomically. If you
are living in a police state, then you want to get rid of the
police state and the conditions that lead to it.

Mr. Chavez gave an example of where the ranchers
have gone to for advice. Ve have to treak down the peon syn-
drome 30 that the Coposinos can see the value of picketing in
far—off cities, of going after corporations with interlocking
directors that own lands that the farmers lease and that the
Coposino works in order to get Jjustice for the Coposino., Ve
need similerly to break down the gestapo syndrome so that we
can deal effectively with our political, econonic and social
problems.

MR. KING: How?

MR. MUNOZ: First by being at peace with ourselves,
by being willing to trust, by no longer fearing the injustices,
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no longer fearing that the police may come down and brutalize

our people on January 3lst. We have to conquer that fear .
within ourselves and offer others the opportunity to also
conquer the fear of the injustices they have placed on us.

MR, KINK: You are talking about almost a spiritual
state which is difficult to achieve, isn't it, you imow, in
the active participation?

MR, MUNOZ: The other day I asked the Sheriff of
the County of los Angles—well, I told him it would be a good
idee if he went on a fast also. Later on he said that he had
given orders to avoid confrontation. I am willing to begin
trusting a little bit on that. The Chief of Police, though,
I am afraid we haven't. I have never spoken with him, His
attitude seems rather hostile., We are willing to talk, All ‘
we want to do is show there is police hrutality. Some of the
affidavits I am going to be leaving here ars about brutality
that has happened to owr people. It is outlined very clearly.

In ocur pilgrimages to the open hearing on the 3lst,
we want to show that it is there. VWe cannot close our eyes
nor should other people close their eyes to the reality. It
is very hard at times to convince people there is police bru-
tality. Ve have to do that in order to begin breaking down
the fear and in order to begin achieving the policies and
changes similar to those outlined by Mr. Morales in his study.

MR. KING: Thank you. ‘
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1
} CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Mr., Munoz, oms of ths things which
|

1s the primes concern of this Committes is the lack of po-

2 litieal representation by Mexican-Americans,
s MR, MUNOZ: May I speak to that?
4

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Lot me ask my question. You have

5
talked about the police~commmity or lack of police—community

® elations. Could you indicate how that is tied in, if at all,
? o lack of political representation of Mexican-Americans?

8 i MR, MUNOZ: Yes. There were two intelligence activi-
® es sponsored or helped by the Los Angeles Police Intelli-

10 rence Divisions, One was in a report called "The Toms" by

H *‘Ir. Toms to a Congressional hearing subcommittee to investigate
12 |

13

nal security laws. I think the Chairman or whatever of that

R

l he administration of the Intermal Security Act and other in-

ommittee was the man who was Chairman at the time Joe Mc—

=
(S ]

l arthy was on the Committee. Also, there is a report given

=
(2]

by two members of the Los Angeles City Counecil to the City

5

’ ouncil Chamber or to the City Chamber of Commerce when they

kkere about to leave for Vashington to do some lobbying activi-
19

ies and to speak with the President. That was outrightly
20

glanderous and had misinformation about our people in the move-
- l nte It talks about us as dangerous subversives., It has all
= kinds of misinformation in it that was given to these council--
= pen. 1t was used by them, one of them was Mr. Lindsey, I be-
24

tieve, who tried to use it to his advantage to keep Mexicans
25
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from being elected in his area. Excuse me, not Mr. Lindsey.
- Sometimes I get so0 uptight I— - .
CHAIRMAN SILLAS (interrupting): Are you referring
O to Mr. Spypder?
' MR. MUKOZ: Yes, that's it, Mr. Snyder. He is my
city councilman,
I have also here to give you to look over the City
Council hearings where Mr. Lindsey and Mr. Mills, Black repre-
sentatives on the City Counsel, seemingly and adequately calmed
he reports by the Los Angeles City Police Department in this
hing Mr. Snyder was giving out. I would like to show you the

10

1

difference in terms.c:I also have another thing I would like
12

O 13
14

% ioned about it, the difference between why we don't have any-
i 15

o show you on a commmity meeting where Mr. Snyder was con- .

fronted with Chicano citizens from East Los Angeles and ques-

body in the City Council, the types of gquestions relasting to
16

he slander of Mexican-Americans due to misinvestigations by

17

the los Angeles Police Department, the difference between what
18

eind of guestions were asked and the tone because one place we
19

a: Chicanos there, but no press, and at the other there was

bress but no Chicanos op the City Coumcil.

I wvas going to go a little bit more into detail in
{ i testimony about how directly that is involved, but I always

nt to look to the future right now.

20

21

22

23

2 ®
CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Thank you, Mr. Mumoz, for your

25
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testimony and appearance here today. (Applause.)

The nsxt scheduled witness is Dr, Julian Nava from
los Angeles.

For the record, Docior, will you state your name
and occupation, please,

DOCTOR NAVA: Thank you.

My name is Dr, Julian Nava, I am a member of the
los Angeles Board of Eiucation., I don't have prepared testi-
mony, Just notee., I do have some material I can leave with
you, some supplementary material which I can leave with you
after my testimony.

Vhen viewed nationally, I think there is no doubt
that public education has been used as one of the major tools
for perpstuating the lower class status of Mexican-Americans
throughout the country. Local control over school boards has
offered =ome apparent opportunity to meet these needs, but
Mexican-Americans all over the Southwest, where most of them
have lived until recent times, have found that it is extreme-
ly difficult to make use of this form of local control of
public education by virtue of the election laws established
by counties and states that meke it dlfficult for Mexicane
Americans to vote at all, When they were able to quality to
vote, they weakened their mumbers by various msans such as
gerrymandering. I believe the most common techmigue:s that

robbed sven large barrios cf the potential for electing school
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board members was gerrymandering. Another is that many school

ot

iboards in the United States are appointive school boards .
2
ather than elected school boards.
3
l The appointed school boards that I have become ac-
4

quainted with have always reflected the two or three major
vested interesats in that commmity, commerce, banking, certain
formg of industry or the agri business. A particular way in

7
which public education is being used as a tool for perpetuat-
z

8
ing the viclous eircle in question has been the cultural con-
9
iflict waged by the Anglos against Mexican-American children
10
ith respect to their language, their wvalues, their culture

1
pnd, in short, the inquisition of notions of cultural superi-

ority on the part of ths Anglc over the Mexican-American .
e hild at a time when the child in elementary school is virtually
 lenc totally defenseless and incapable of understanding, coping
* ith or reacting constructively against the insinuations or
* he practices used by teachers and school districts.
7

Segregation is only one of the more blatant methods
18
sed by local school boards, elected or appointed. Very often

it is practiced either genuinely in a misgulded mammer or
platantly openly as 2 way to perpetuate racial isolation.
Airguments are often advanced still the Mexican-American

hildren will learn better if they are amongst their own as

&

against studying and playing among others. In short, by such

N
'

57

techniques school boards throughout the Soutbwest have es- .
§
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tablished sharply different standards and goals for Mexicanw

American children as against others, thus denying them equal
opportunity and destroying the spirit of the Mexican-American
child at the elementary school level so that before long,
certainly by junior high school, by puberty,in effect most
Mexican-American boys and girls have become willing accemplices
in the fulfilling of the prophecy offered by Anglo-American
school boads and teachers that their ability is lower and, there-
fore, it is to everyone's advantage to prepare them for various
rolls in life commensurate with their alleged native ability.

Thus, to recapitulate and give some additiomal ex-
amples of typlcal methods that I am aware of that school boards
have used to do these things to Mexican-American children, I
vould cite segregation with unequal facilities, staff and pro-
grans, so—catued Mexican schools still dot the entire Southe
vest and indeed other points of the country where these people
have moved.

Secondly, disposition to or disinterest in hiring

xican~American staff, the imposition of super qualifications

on. The use of other employees, non=Spanish speasking em-
ployees, in situations where only a native Spanish speaking

person could possibly do effective wark.
The virtual absence until recent years of any afforts.

o train or develop a Mexican-American professional steff and a
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virtual ignoring of the F.E.P.C. statutes with respect to
Mexican-Americans.

Thirdly, the designation of tract systems which
clearly distinguish academic goals, standards for books,
qualification of teachers used and the use of faulty criteria
for examining or measuring the ability as well as the potential
of Mexican-American peoples, faulty criteria that rely exces-
sively on cultwrally biased assumptions such as, for example,
the use of exams that fail to measure the potential of the
Mexican-American peoples end intelligence exams, I.Q. exams,
that are culturally biased to the point where a young six or
seven year old Mexican-American child with little ability
when he comes from a native Spanish-gpeaking home will ob-
viously appsar to be mentally retarded just like the son or
daughter of a native English-speaking child may appear to be
a Mongolian idiot, so to speak, if he were forced to take an
IQ examination in Mongolia.

Once these are registered in the students' files they
follows the student throughout his schooling, he is stereotyped
thereafter.

The suppression of Spanish in school affairs, rela-
tions with the community and in class, has alse been used to
deliberately deprive the child of a positive self-image,

chances for success and, in short, the denial of learning.
Only very recently, parenthetically, have the more enlightened;
!
l
!
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10 |

11

12
ege to target area schools, then remove from those schools

hat otherwise equal portion of local support in keeping with
» amount of federal funds brought into that school in order
"eqeilize" the use of funds throughout the district, Los
geles City Schools 4-~1 has been guilty of this in the past,
hlthough, to my knowledge, it bas not, since I have been on
he board, this is no longer true. VWhen one, however, multi-
blies this type of practice by the more than 1,000 school dis-
Etricts in California and the many more thousands throughout
Southwest, one cen fairly guess that meny billions of dol-

22

flars in recent years alone since the establishment of federal
23

pupport for local education, thanks to Sputnik, have been de-
24

liberately misused, and, indeed, illegally used, by local
25
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school boards.

! In a good number of these, there has been a flat

’ to make use of state and federal funds gathered to help
3tomaattheneedsoftheAmerican—Mex1canschoolchﬂdrenbe—_

4causeoimrlocalmtch1ngr\mdswmreqmod. in kind sup-

;u » Oor vhere it was simply an cutright grant from the federal
° government and local school boards simply opposed in principle
! any use of federal fumnds for education. This, in effect, it

° seens to me, is denying equal protection to Mexicen-American

9
hildren vhose parents paid their share of all taxes collected,
10

and, it might be argued, even a2 disproportionate share of

. taxes, in an age when millionaires, thanks to tax loopholes,
- l an avoid paying virtually all taxes.

® I won't recite the litany of low education achieve-
14 pent among Mexican—American children, lower, indeed, than any
® l her minority group in the United States. I think you have
* neard this before. However, your attention should be drawn to
" ] he fact that lower class economic and political stafus, in

18 E view, 1s established primarily by low educational achievew
19 ] and the conditions for lower class status in virtually
:: respects in later life are really set before the children

Jeave elementary school. The control of virtually all school
= poards in the Southwest by "Anglo-oriented individuals®™, most
= { which are rural or small town in background, offers little
: hope today, as in the past, that unless corrective legal ac—~
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+ion is taken any substantial progress might be made to slow
down, stop or reverse the vicious circle which is now, in
effect, Beyond that, although a steadily decreasing number or
percentage of Mexicap-dmericans or of a migrant labor work
force type, there are, after all, probably several million

| Mexican-Americans who depend upon migrant labor work:.. for

their livelihood. I am speaking of parents and children and
not just wage earmers. This is again another aresa where the

i need has not been met down to the present time.

National bodies such as youwrs have virtually ignored
ths Mexican-Americen until very recent times. In contrast, as
a measure of this lack of concern, in contrast to Black Ameri-

cans for whom there are approximately 120 colleges, universities

and professional schools, although established in the main for
segregation purposes, there is not a single one for Mexican-
Americans. There is, in short, no Howard University, no
Tuskeegee, no Brandies.

Philanthropy has also follwed suit with far less
concern for Mexican—Americans than for other minorities. In
short, the hearing in which we are taking part today, as you
know, is rather exceptional. HNonetheless, education appears
to be more clearly in the mind of a Mexican-American an area

of prime concern. So, much to my swrprise, at the first peet-

| ing ever called nationally of Mexican~-American school board

members in June 1969, we learned amongst ourselves that there
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may be as many as 300 Mexican-imericans serving on school

boards in the United States, at least on the basis of Spanish‘

surnapes. That mumber may be larger by virtue of the fact
Anglos don't recognize the vast majority of Spanish surnames,
vwhich leads one-also to say we are probably undercounted
continuously. In California alone there are slightly more
than 100 Mexican-American or Spanish surname on achool boards,
school board members who have now begun to meet and to co-
operate and work for the first time after that meeting in
October 1969.

Al

We have concluded there is llittle prospect where

i0

11
school boards are appointed that local powers to be are not
12

terested or willing to appoint Mexican-Amerlicans., We have .
13

1so concluded that the election of Mexican-Americans to
“ hool board membership is frequently the result of peculiar
® ocal circumstances and that most of the Mexican-American
© chool beard members ere elected by collitions and when
7 lected have a mumber of sirings attached to it or restraints
e laced upon them for fear that if they speak up too clearly
* egarding Mexican-American needs their political support will
@ withdrawn. It isn't reelly a rosy picture, as I see it, ‘
= or the future, although there are a little mors than 100
= can-American school board members in California, It may
23

sound impressive, but it is infinitesimally small in relation
24

jfto the proportion of Mexican-American school children com—
25
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brising the school-age population in our state.
To conclude, education is the final hope for educe-

onal, social and economic opportunity and because of the

s of federal, state and local bodies, and, indeed, much
£ the leadership in Mexican-American commmities, The previous
aker exemplified young Mexican-Americans who are on the

. The walkouts that occurred in Los Angeles schools in

h 1968 have been echoed throughout the Southwest. TYoung
people, thanks to better commmications, are better organized

10 and more sophisticated. Mexican-American educational needs

1 are still basically unmet despite the considerable and nu-

12 merical progress that can be pointed to in proportion to the

13 population and considering the fact that Californie for one is

" increasing at twice the rate of the rest of the population,

15 we are actually, therefore, loosing ground.

- Thank you very much. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Dr. Nava.

Mr. King,.
MR. KING: Ve have been focusing the last couple of

7
18

19

20 days on & number of wrious concerns. You have very aptly and

21 eloquently described the problems involved in education. We

have talked about fair employment practices, police-commmity

23 relations and other areas. There seems to be a focus here upon

04 politics, political representation, political activity, as a

25 rmeans of bringing about some degree of change in these various
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areas. As an elected school board member in lLos Angeles, do

youfeeltkntitispracticablettatweshmﬂdgivehopetmt’
there will be changes brought about through the political sys~
tmasansultottheeloctionofﬁexican—ﬂmricansorthc'
political activity of Mexicanwimericans within our society?
DOCTOR HAVA: Oh, yes. To begin with, no cne is
competent to say thers is no hope., I happen to think on a
practical basis that there is hope, although I may heve sound-
od pessinistic when I said we are losing ground in proportion
to cur need and in proportion to our number. I think groups
like the Commission can do a number of things that will
create more egqual opportunity, which is really all that I
think of the speakers who have come before you want, Ve are
not here for a handout, we are not here for a special favor.
I think ths prospects for improving the conditions d¥rough the
electorial process would be assisted if you contimis your ine
vestigations. This should not be the end of what you do. You
have been making a general study of a very large problem, If
you then publish your findings as widely as possible, if you
expose the misuse of laws, the misuse of funds, denial of
equal opportumity, if you make suggestions for legislation at
thamtimlandlocallml.if.,inahort,mcreateagreate:;-
awvarensss of where the stumbling blocks have been built which

we find so difficult to overcome, you don't have the authority
to change something nor do I by myself, Imstgetthraeotha’
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otes on the board of seven, you see. No matter how right 1
I am, if I don't get three other votes I simply have to
it until I can. Ve can, however, all of us can expose and
inform the public as to what we can do to change the elector;.al

process, This is ultimately the hope that lies before us and

MR, KING: I am wondering if, based upon mumbers and
based on educational disadvantage, based on racial attitudes,
if it isn't going to require an attitudinsl change on the part
of the Anglo commmity before you are going to get that kind
f equal opportunity?

DOCTOR HAVA: Yes, I think so, because I think our

10
11

* roblems really, in a seanse, are not really our's, our problems
N their's. In other words, the stereotype of Mexican-
“ ricans on radio and television has been imposed upon us,
® e did not choose to be pictured that way. You are right. I
%6 think the Commission has contributed mightily on a comparative
i: basis with other organs in government to change this image

land stereotype. This will take place only, however, if all
19

of us concerned bring this about. I think there are also some
20 !

natural forces at play that will help you and help us, so to
21 -

o ‘speak. I think this is the shrinking importance of the United
2; States in the world, our greater dependence upon other na-
) tions, and, in short, the loss of effectiveness of our eco-
:: nomic and political and military power within the world. The
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best evidence of this is by our having been forced to fight
to a stalemate in Korea and now being forced to slip out of .

Vietnam as well as we can, I think more and more people in a
generel Anglo commmity, which includes Blacks, Jews, Orientals,
in our mind, in and out groups, more and more people are recog-
1o ng what Mexican-Americans have been saying all along, both
politely and impolitely, was really true, that the cultural
diversity we represent is really a strength and really an

asgset that we should draw upon. The change in attitude, how-
ever, as & result of changing conditions in the world will not
ome about fast enough and we have to take 1issue and accelerate
it.

W SILLAS: Mrs. Kuchman, ‘
MRS. KUCHMAN: I just want to make one comment. The

testimony we have received has painted a very bleak and pessi-
mistic picture. This has been essentially in the political
participation level and you have touched more greatly upon the
pducational scene, I think we should take what optomistic
hotes there are and is it not your opinion that with the elec-
I ion of a new superintendent of instruction, who for many years

as responsible for a very adequate eompgnsatory education di-
l sion in the State Depariment of Bducation, there at least lies

grore hope of receptivity of understanding or possibly the nur-

l ring to a more correct position or role or point of view of .
he Mexican-American child that there might have been, that at’]
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leastnwthereissomehoparorthelongnm,mtforw,
but for ths long run, because we can be more hopeful about the
education picture?

DOCTOR NAVA: I think you are correct. I think the

election of Dr. Riles is very, very encoureging from every
standpoint. I think it is also true, as dark as the picture

may appear to be, that there is increasing awareness on the
part of educators mationally that Mexican-Americans have cer-
tain educational needs. For the very first time this last year

he National Bducational Association, at the urging of myself
10
and some other MexicanwAmericans who are menmbers, had its first
1
session or panel on the Mexican-American in 1970, So & munber

of good things are happening. We find that as of ai late as
lsiveyearsagotherewasn'tasingledeparmentofﬁezican-
14icanorm<=ams‘bsdiesin0aljimia. Row there are a
1 little over 30, depending on how you count, departments of
' Chicano studies, That is more than there is In the rest of the

J
(s

many hundreds, and indeed, thousands, of Mexican-Americen youthb

®

, One can hope that in four or six years, many)

be graduating better trained professionelly to meet the
standards they are forced to meset. Though there are a number

8

B

of very encouraging elements, I simply want to say good things

2
won't happen by themselves.
23
MR. MONIGOMERY: Dr. Nava, I have two questions. Do
24

you feel that the decentrelization of school board control,

&
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breaking it down into the local commnity and giving it, say,

to the berrios, will help eliminate some of the }nadaquacies ’

in education you pointed cut? Secondly, what, if anything,
has been done in your commmity about bilingual instruction
in the early slementary grades?

DOCTOR NAVA: Let me take the first question, The
los Angeles school district is currently engaged in the
historically large and deep study of decentralization in the
school district. I would guess, on good authority, because
I am right in the middle of development of it as board presi-
dent this year, we will decentralize. Decentralization, how-
ever, will not be along the lines of the Hermann Greene
Bill SB=242, which was really partition in effect, but will
combine the advantages of bigness with the advantages of some
degree of local contrel. I believe if you simply divided
school districts throughout the Southwest and gave them their
own school district, it would ail:S¢ mean you wouldn®t have a

tax base. You would also find it very difficult to get a2 trainad

staff to conduct education. I have found in my view the best
conbination is to view decentralization as a msans by which
you preserve the advantages of a large tax base, state and
federal support cf general policies, then as meny decisions
placed in the hands of principals, students--and I want to
wmderscore students, they have more sense than adults do in

many respects these days——teachers and parents.
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In the second case, Los Angeles for one, and, of

coursa, some others in the Southwest, have come arowmd to

trying imnovetive programs with respect to bilingual education.
Almost all of them are extremely encouraging. Some of them are

just so wonderful that you have to see them to believe them.
I have been in several in San Diego, for example, South Sen
Diego, where /nglo-llexicans, as they are called there, and
Black kids in elementary grade courses are Jabbering away in
Spanish and English interchangeably simply because the two

ges were used at the outset without telling the children
0 t was complicated, difficult or un-American, The Spanish
H eaking children speak English with less of an accent and
* er non=Spanish children speak Spanish without an accent.
®imat 18 happening in Berm, Zurich, Ansterdam, throughout the
“ 1ld where children have learned two or three languages
o imiltaneously, this is begimning to happen in some of the
° blic schools.

Y CHAIRMAN SILLAS: IMr. Glick.
MR, GLICK: I just have one question, Dr. Rava. Ve
ve heard testimony here yesterday and today about different
of political activities, In that context I would like
Ea::k in youwr opinion if the student protest among high
jschool etudents a couple of years ago in East lLos Angeles had
pny permanent effect or gained any permanent benefit in terms

bf the educationai process for them?
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DOCTOR NAVA: I am caught in the middle as a school
board member and a member of the commmity. Ithinkthewalk—b
outs did more in 1968 than I had been able to do in a given
school district. I think unfortunately that school boards haveﬁ
been shocked into the realization that they must do things |
differently today more by walkouts and threats of walkouts
than they have by persuasion or data, I think, however, the
tide has been stemmed, so0 to speak, or turned., More and more
school boards are beginning to recognize Mexican-American ed-
tional needs, admit them, and, I think, this, therefore, is
dawn of a new era.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father Casso.
FATHER CASSO: I have no questions. .
CHAIRMAN SILILAS: Mr. Gabourie;
MR. GABOURIE: I have no questions.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Dr. Nava, for appearing
fore the Committee, Did you say you had some notes?
DOCTOR NAVA: I have some I will leave for your in-
ormation.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you very much,
We are rumning a lititle late, The next witness will
Councilman Thomas Bradley from Los Angeles,
For the record, will you state your name and occupa-~ |

COUNCIIMAN BRADLEY: I am Thomas Bradley, City Coun-

ion, please,
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cilman, City of Los Angeles.
CHATIRMAN SILIAS: Do you have a statement for us?
COUNCILMAN BRADLEY: Mr. Chairmen and Members of

{ the Committee, I am pleased toc be able to spesak to you. I

appreciate the fact that you are ruming behind and in the

interest of time I am going to paraphrase partislly what 1

| bave in my prepared remarks. I will have them available for  |u
yau. I am going to deal principally with the question of
political representation. Because I am a locally elected
| official, I want to deal with the local situation.

I don't think I need to recite for you the statis-

| tics for you. You have heard them before in your hearing and
| I am sure you will hear them again, the percentage of Mexican-

Americans in the state and locally in contrast to the small
percentage of representation in our legislative bodies. That
is true throughout the state at every level. We can even ex—
tend this to the matter of appointive positions in the state
and local government.

I would like to turn to the question of what is the
problem at the local level. I would like to use my own city,
los Angeles, as an example. In our county there is a board
of supervisors of five members representing a population of
over seven million people with perhaps the largest collection
of Mexican-Americans anywhere outside of Mexico itself., Not
one member of the Mexicane-American commmity is represented,
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norities from being elected. I know it from a firsthand point

grants to have his district cut in such a way as to make it more

The City Council of 13 members has no Mexican-Ameri-
cans on it or members of the Mexican-American commmity. Ve .
can argue about the figswres-—and I am not interested in doing
that at this time—but there is a substantial mumber of Mexicany
Americans in los Angeles. They are the second largest minority
group in the city and they are without representation. This
does not come about by acclident., Over the years we have seen

deliberate efforts through gerrymandering which precluded mi-

f view because I saw it happening with the Black commmity for
years. when that commmity would grow to a point where it was &
hreat to the City Council, they would suddenly redraw the

nes and instead of running them north and south, they would

the east and west, anything that would cut up that ever—
g population in that section. The same thing has been
e with respect to Mexican-Americans.

We once had a2 member of the City Council, Ed Royal,
ho 18 now a member of Congress, and since his departure to

8 Congress, we have not had a Mexican-American serving on

tthat 15-member council. Again, it is a question of how the lines

ere drawn. I think we have to be realistic and say there is

incumbency factor and when there are 15 dncumbents, nobody

Pficult for him to be reelected. So we have to deal with
that as a political reality. ’
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I think there are ways in vhich we can even solve

| that kind of problem. We would say in Los Angeles we sould

simply expand the City Council by two seats and have 17 in-
stead of 15. In line with not only that need, but in line

| with the logic of the whole thing, here in a period since 1925

the City Council has not been increased, yst the population

| has grown from about 500,000 to almost three million. In
| every respsct I think there was Jjustification for increasing

the number of members on the City Coumcil., Had that been done

Ithinkthec]:mmeswouldhavebeenmemslygoodsmm
| from the Mexican-imerican commamity could have been slected.

| That commmity was not asking for a gift, they were not asking

for a special favor, they were not asking for a gusranise they
be given a district, just a falr opportumity. I think the
lines could have been drawn to give us 17 seats and somsone
from the Mexican-American commmity could have been given a
seat by election.

There has to be a change to bring this about and
there was great resistence to the idea in the first place
and we failed by ens vote in getting the necessary support to
put it on the ballot as part of the revision of our charter.
Even that failed, but for other reasons. We ecould not get
eight members willing to do that. It was one short. Instead
we Zinally had to take a substitute and that was to put it

on the ballot as a separate issue and tie it tc the main
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chartexr reform. If the main ballot issue failed, no matter
how many votes the expansion got, it couldn®t win, Iheeards.

were stacked against us from the very begimning, At least
that was our initial step. Itismyhopewewillhaveavote
on the charter again in May, the charter proposal to revise
that charter, and hopefully again this matter of expansion
of the council will make possible the elsction of a2 Mexican-
American.

There are any mmber of reasons why I think it is
important. There is the question of having a representative
who best understands and who best can articulate the needs
of a particular and very large minority group in the city.
¥We had that same need, we had that same pride in the black

commmity and we f£inally achieved our goal, I think now i=s
not the time for us to stop. I think that principle stiil
applies with respect to the second largest minority group
in the city. I think we must contimue with that effort.
Beyond the sheer matter of that kind of understand-
ing aethe difficult problems and the unique:= problems that
are affecting that particular commmity and I think you can
not understand them without having had the experience in just
the every-day kind of things that cccur. I have seen this

happen with respect to the problems in my own commmity. I

{ know that having saw it there many things were stopped, many
ideas were offered and adopted Just because I sat there or .
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hree menbers of the Black comminity sat there on that couns-
i1, the Executive Committee as well as the entire council.

But beyond that I think there 1s a kind of sense of pride that
e need to éngender in all of our people, a sense of pride at
being able to point to & member of one's commmity and say,
"There sits John Jones. representing the Black commmity," or
"Thers sits Julian Nava repreasnting the Mexican-American

ommmity.” There is 8 sense of pride that must come to every
8

©

}f‘- mgster who sees that. There is a sense of somebodiness that

poes with that kind of experience, There is a motivation that
10

T think cannot be engendiered any other way exgept to show by

l" nple this kind of success stories. That youngster who
12 Eees the election of 8 member of his race to an important post,
13 beginstorsausticauyhopeitcanhappmtohim. He may
“ ork herder in school, he may prepare himself even better to
15 » day hopefully achieve the same position.

That, I think, i= why we must fight so hard for this
17 nd of representation.
18 I don't think we need any more studies, I don't think
® need any further fact findings, The facts are very clear.
!u- effort has been deliberate far too long, the exclusion is
21 y eleaxr from the record. I think wvhat we must do now is if
‘- are going to make the democratic process meaningful, there
: 8 80 many who are now alienmated from it, we are simply going

o have to find opportunitiss for svery segment of our popula-

8
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tien to be adequately represented at every level of govern—

ment, elective and appointive., I think what you are doing in .

your hearing is very important because you are shedding light
on this very problem. There are far too many people in this
country who do not see this as a problem and who do not wmder-
stand it in any way. Until we geot that kind of public aware-
ness, we will never be able to take the next step toward find-
ing the solution. I say the time is now if we are going to
bring into the mainstream of the democratic process this very

substantial segment of our population, It is my hope your
10
efforts today and your efforis hereafter will conixibute to

11
t kind of involvement,

12
Thank you very much, {(Applause.)
13

CHATRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Councilman Bradley. .
“ Mr. Gabowrie.
® MR. GABOURIE: Do you have any figures, Councilman
0 dley, on the odds an incumbent would be reelected as far
" the City of Los Angeles is concermed?-
n COUNCILMAN BRADLEY: Ve hear there is a built—m
19 actor of anywhere from 12 to 20 per ceﬁt he is automatically
“ oing to get Jjust because he is an imcumbent. I think beyond

hat it is awfully hard to know what the value of the incun-

ency is.

MR. GABOURIE: The reason I ask is apparently most

L the members of the City Council have been so darn unrespo
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sive to ths Mexican-American commmity in the City of ios
Angeles. Maybe rather than to wait for an increase in the
ouncilmatic seats it would be advisable to move some of the

Naleaditels ts.

COUNCIIMAN BRADLEY: The ¢ncumbents, as I tried to
point out here, 1S

A VOICE (interrupting): I hate to interrupt your

party here, but I would like to extend an invitation to all

8
pof the members of the Commission to help us by coming out

® and pilcketing. We are Just about ready to go out and picket ang
10 malte:daan certain the legislature understands our position and
Ew: demand from this board and from the Legislature. (Ap—
b ause, )
We are not here for a lollypop and we are not going
o accept a lollypop. Everything that was presented to you

s not a presentation, It is a demand from the Chicanos. Ve

12
13
14
15

1© yould like to have you with us.
ol ! COUNCIIMAN BRADLEY: In response to your gquestion,

18 % think the general public is simply not aware of the gravity
© l- the urgency of this problem. You cannot stimulate them to
20 hrow out of office a man who represents them because there is
a hot a substantial Mexican-American population in thelr district,

That is your problem,
MR, GABOURIE: Thank you very much.

2
23
24

CBAIRMAN SILIAS: Father Casso.
25
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FATHER CASSO: No, I think that he has saild enough.

CHATRMAN SILIAS: Mr. Glick. -

¥R, GLICK: I have no questions.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Montgomery.

MR. MONTGOMERY: We have heard some deep and moving
axpressions about the Mexicanedmericans dedring to participate
in the politics and power structure. I wonder if in your com-
mmity thers is any organized effort on the part of the Blacks
to assist them or are they going their separate ways?

COUNCIIMAN BRADLEY: In all candor I would have to
say there is no true unity of effart. It is unfortimate be-
causs our problems are together and we should be working to-
goether to try and solve them. Some of us are working very
to bring about this kind of understanding and build that kind
otooﬂliﬁcn. I must tell you as co-chairman of the State
Reform Commission for the Democratic Party, we will present a
repart this weskend, It is our hope our party will accept the
essance of what we are suggesting to them, It views this
mtter of a wider spectrum of people being involved in our
Democratic Party. If we can pass it, it is our hope that we
will be able to get the Republican Party to follow suit, Bill,
We think it is the way of the future, to Irocaden the base of
involvenent,of perticipation, and to thus help to take care of

some of these problems. This matter of representation is
another slemant of owr report. Ve are keenly aware, those of |
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a8 who are working in variocus levels of leadership, ws are

1‘ shing as hard as we can to bring these things sbout.

o
1 MR. KING: I would like to ask Counciliman Bradley

s one queston, From your experlemce in the Black commmity of
4 lhos Angeles, are there any measures that were taken in the

° early 1960s to achieve or help achieve some measure of politi-
© al activity and participation that is relevant to the Chicano
7 l ommmity today?

8 COUNCILMAN BRADLEY: I think ours was & long history
® ithat led up to the expliosive 1960s. It was simply an accumila-
10 ion of this kind of frustration that bolled over. Just as

M ulien Neve suggested in the school welliout, it was £inally

12 dramatized to the point where the school board couldn't ignore
13

it any longer. With all the umpleasant sides to ths riots

14
in Watts in 1965, I think we would have to conclude some good

15
ngs did come ocut of it., Incidentally, after that explosion,

16
he public at large coitld not any longer ignore the problem,
17
something had to be done. ¥We are not suggesting all the solu-

18
ions were found, but I think greater sitrides were made fol-

19
,;lcwing this kind of thing than had been made 20 or 25 years

fprior thereto,

20

21
I think owr* evolvement, what we came to call a

ILommity endorsing convention, was another process that

23
thelped us. We tried to select our own best candidates .fex.
24
various political offices. Once that man or woman was chosen,
25



https://final.ly

10

B

0

14

15

16

©

5 R 8 R B B

452
everybody got behind him., The other candidates simply withe-
druorthaydidn‘tgetanywpwb. As & consequence, Iin-—
stead of splintering the voie, we were able to build solid
support behind the one best individual, In some cases it
brought about victory. Mine happsned to be the first of the
commmity endorsing convention. That success story, I think,
helped us to do it over and over again, I think it is appli-
cable in the Mexican-imerican commmity. As a matter of fact,
they are aleeady doing that with the Congress of lMexican~
Americans,

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Councilman BEradley, for
appearing before our Committee this aftermoon.

Our next scheduled witness is Mr. Robert Garcisa, .
Staff Assistant to Speaker Robert Moriaty.

Will you state for the record your name and occupa-
tion. |

MR. GARCIA: I also teach at Sacramento College and ]

have been working on a project that is related to the very
things we have been discussing this aftermoon.

Specifically, most of us here are very concerned with
the project of the task of electing more Chicanos to an elected
post in this stats. Ve have to ask ourselves why there are
two and one-half million Chicanos in the state and only two

assemblymen and no state senators. Ve have a potential reser-

voir of almost 800,000 people who could become eligible to vot
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We have to ask ourselves an additional guestion and that is
can we identify any arbitrary barkisrs that have kept us from
electing more Chicanos, and I say we can, I say those arbi-
trary baxriers are in this litile red beok which is the
Election Cods for the State of California. For the last
thrumnthsonuywnﬁthawbomgoingwthia
Code, page by page, section by section, chapter by chapter,
ad I have drafted about 30 bills,

I ahould also like to acknowledge the assistance
of Phil Isberg, who I consulied with on this matter.

This Code was written with the premise it ought to
be difficult for people to vote. I thinhk we need to change
that, Ve have to reverse that and all the other things we
have bean talking about like gerrymandering and the relation-
ship between finances and electability. The answer to all of
those problems 1s within this book and this is where the
changes have to be made. That is what we have besn trying to
do,

Let me give you some examples that have already
been mentioned by the speakers, I will condense my comments,

The whole system of voter registration is not only
cumbersone, but it is inefficient. lLet's lock at a couple of
things, Let's take a person, say, in Blythe, who lives, you
know, over 200 miles away from the County Seat of Riverside,
which is the City of Riverside. Let's pose a hypothetical
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iThe only option he has if there is no convenient place for ‘
him to register in Blythe, with the absence of any dsputies,

. ! .
to do is £il]l out a postcard, get an spplication for registre-
9

10 | )
back. These are things that have worked against us.

11§
¥hat about purging? There is a general myth held

y many people that a person can only be purged because of
failure to vote in a general election. That is not true. You

13

“ can be purged for failing to vote in a primary alsc, In River-
® side County in the last primary election in June of this

16 yvear, 10,000 people were purged because they did not wote in
Y e primary election in June of this year. A lot of those
Z lpeople vere farm workers who leave Imperial Valley at that

time, Cochilla Valley, northward to work the San Joaguin Valley
20 :

land the Sacremento Valley. They can't leave a forwerding ade

”dress. becaue they never do stay in one place very long. They
stay two or three weeks and move on.

21

23

The County Clerk when the sample ballot of disburse—

t is retuwrmed to him sends a double postcard to the address
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of that person. Of course it is not returned within the re-

quired 30 deys and the person is removed from the eligibility
vote list.

Ve drafted legislation that says we should have
permenent registration. That is the ideal solution, but that
is not going to come about and we know that. This is thes next
best thing, purging only after the general.

Cther than that, we have talked about residency
requirements. Califormia plain and zimple has to make their
residency requirements conform to the new national ones which
are 30 days. Many County Clerks, based on a precedent set in
a case in 1966, are now registering ex-feloms. If people
aren't aware of that, County Clerks aren't likely to do that.
You have to put presswre on them.

In regards to abolishing all langusge and literacy
requirements, that has been done with the 1970 Voting Rights
Act. Beyond that, though, I think just saying a person has
to be literate, fluent in English to vote, we have to print
ballots in Spanish. It doesn't make much sense for a person
only literate in Spanish to try end read an explanation of
a proposition in English, I have a difficult erough time
trying to understand those., I think the argument if you do
it for Spanish-speaking people, you have to do it for all
ethnic minorities, can be dispelled by imposing some kind of

mamerical formila such as whenever 10 per cent of the electorate
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speaks a certain language, since they are taxpayers, you can
dewlcpamtormggestingitisaneeded]uandwemtmd’
to do that,

Just in general there are a lot of things in this
Code which are not coomen knowledge., For example, very few
people have ever known about the procedure for being asked to
serve as a priswinet official on slection day. The proceduxre
is this, Anybody who is gualified to be an elector is quali-
fied to serve at the polling place on elsctionm day. The County
Clerks in this state don't publicize that fact. You only find
that out if you go to the County Clerk and you ask him that,
That is the vestige of boss politics, machine politics, What
they should do.mdhvie are drafting legislation here again to
mandate the County Clerks to insert a notifimtion in a sample
ballot envelope of the privilege of every electorate to serve
at the polling place on election day. Just in terms of letting
other people know about some of the, well, not well-known pro-
visons of the Code, I suggest disséminating that kind of info~
mation to other people would help rectify the whole problen.

I was suppose to make some commemnts on lobbying and
I am trying to make my commsnts as brief as possible. ’

With regard to lobbying, I have been on the staff here
in the Legislature for about a year and a half, Vhen I first

arrived here MAPA was the only Chicano associated organization
that had a lobbyist on an on-going basis. mtwehavenowﬁb

!
|
!
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tha absence af a lobbyist is what I call a, well, whenever
i there 1s a pressing issue the people respond, they stay for
la few days and then they leave. This is the kind of place
mreyouhavotobehere, you have to watch s0 many things,
You cammot do 1t by coming two or three days and then leaving.
You have to be here conmstantly. So there is a noed for that.
There 1= & need for lobbying. There is a need for an infor-

-3

o

track of all bills that are of interest to Chicanos and to

o

ispread this Infermation all over the state. The mechanics

ot
Q

mation digseninating center with the headquarters here to keep
i
|
§
1
a.nd details of financing would have to be worked out, but

:

T think that is a general plan that would be workable,
That is all I have.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Garcia.
Mr. King,
MR, KING: Ir. Garcia, how is it going to be pose

14
15
16

5ible for the Mexican-American community to gain greater repre-
17

sentation in the Sta}:e Legislature this year and next year?
18 MR. GARCIA: T belong to a group here in Sacramento
hat is called COPA. Our operating thesis is this is a system
hat is not noted for its benevolence and it responds only

hen stimulated., You have toc take the answer to ocur desire

to have more Chicapo elected officials, to take the matter in
own hands, plain and simple, that is understanding election

aws and demonstrating a willingness to work. That means
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MR, KING: How do you get the lines drewn so that
Chicanos aren't a minority in every district?

MR, GARCIA: That 1s related to the nmature of repre-
: sentation,

MR, KING: That is right.
MR, GARCIA: You are not going to change—-let's

can changs this is by getting more people eslected. A lot of
y approach it the other way around. I don't.

MR. KIRG: Aren't you an azsistant to the Democratic
leader in ths Assexmbly and ien't it the Democratic leadership
| which 48 going to==] hate to uss the term--gerrymander this

yeayy-why don't you do a little gerrymendering for the Chi-

MR, GARCIA: Right. Let's face it, the staff hage
MR, KING (interrupting): That is what we are trying
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MR. GARCIA: I guess Joe Jdeninez and Joe Cerma are
Just & handful of Chicenos who are up here and at every op-
portunity we express the nsed for an equitable reapportion-
ment. Whether or not owr advice is heeded, that is not the
question. We need help.

A VOICE: We need help.

CHATRMAN SILLAS: Mr., Montgomery.

MR, MONTGOMERY: No questions.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick,

MR. GLICK: Mr, Garcia, even 1If you got every
Mexican-Anerican in the state registered to vote, wouldn't
there be some problem or do you think there might be some
problem in electing Mexican-American candidates cwiihin the
Iramework of the rapidly rising cost of campaigning through
the media used now, do you think that will have any éfifect in
the future on the elections?

MR. GARCIA: Certainly it is an abstacle. The
answer to that question is in this book, too. More and more
one of the criterias imposed in determining whether a candidat
is seemingly desirsble is one of two things. He kathaccess
to his own finances and, two, his ability to raise money..
There aren't that many wealthy Chicanos. There aren't that
many Chicanos who can raise, you know, twa or three million
dollars to run a gubermsfiorial election or $100,000 to run a

councilmatic election. That whole area has to be reformed.

W



https://probJ.em
https://probl.em

10

»

14

15

16

17

18

19

¥ R & B

461

FATHER CASSO: Who did the gerrymandering?

MR, GARCIA: The Democrats did it.

FATHER CASSO:. Do you see it as a need to rectify?

MR, GARCIA: Obviously I do or I wouldn't be doing
all of this work or be here if I didn't,

FATHER CASSO: What recommendations do you have to
the Democratic Party to see that those lines are gerrymandered
back B0 our people can vote?

FR. GARCIA: That is COFA, Chicano Organization of
Political Awareness. Ve are meking the same recommendations
you are.

FATHER CASSO: Very fine, Are you going to spproach
the party in power to assist you imdoing this?

MR. GARCIA: I intend to do that. ,

FATHER CASSO: Testimony was given to us yesterday
by the Chairman of the Reapportionment Committee from the
Assembly, Did you hear his testimony?

¥MR. GARCIA: Yes.,

FATHER CASSO: Ve asked him if he had a staff and we
asked him if he intended to hire a Mexican-American on his
staff, Did you hear the response?

MR. GARCIA: Right.

FATHER CASSO: Do you feel it is essential to have
a2 Mexican-American having the same kind of input you are ha

on that very important Coomittee?
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MR. GARCIA: I sure do and I wish that Committee
would have done the same thing as the Senate Committe did and
that is hire a Chicano on the staff,

FATHER CASSO: Will COPA make that recommendation?

MR. GARCIA: Yes. We have already suggested that.

FATHER CASSO: When we talked about his Committee and
you heard his testimony, did you really feel he felt a need andJ
awareness and appreclation of doing something about tha’lines?

MR. GARCIA: That i1s a difficult question for me be-

FATHER CASSO: No, Just what he said is all.

MR. GARCIA: It could have been stronger, let me put
it that way. (Laughter.)

Let's be realistic about this and that is why I am
approaching this thing the way 1 am. The number one thing

eople keep in mind when lines are redrawn is protecting sn=

cumbents. A lot of times that means fncumbents of both parties
All I am saying 1s this system is not benevolent and it re-
sponds to pressure only. So we can sit here and ask people to
redraw the lines in & more equitable fashion the next hundred
years and if we don't do something about it ourselves, it is
not going to be done. You know, I am not willing to wait,
COPA is not willing to wait any more for something to happen
to make things emsier for us. We want to attack the thing the
way it is right now.
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FATHER CASSO: Vell, I can see a dilemms which adds
to frustration. You can do all the changing of the Election
Code you want to get more people capable of voting to get out
and actually vote, but it only adds to the frustrstion, it
doesn't do any good, they can't elect an official.

MR, GARCIA: That is right.

FATHER CASSO: Would you bring that tbh the attention
of the guy you work for?

MR. GARCIA: Yes, I will,

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: DMr. Gabourie.

MR, GABOURIE: I have no questions,

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Garcia, there was testimony
yvesterday pertaining to the hiring of Chicanos by the Legis—
lature., The witness testified that the F.E.P.C. rules and
regulations do not apply to the Legislature. You have been
here in Sacramento for some time now, What has been your ob-
servation in terms of the hiring of Chicanos by members of the
Legislature?

MR, GARCIA: Let me say when I first arrived here—

A VOICE (interrupting): Reall; Mr. Chairmen, this
is another interruption which is really directed at the Demo-
cratic Party and its nominal head, Mr. Unruh, who is here to
testify. We thought he was here. We want to point out our
main attack of this presentation here and owr walkout is di-

rected against the Democratic Party and its shenanigans over
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vears. He was the Speaker in %5, he was a candidate for
vernor during the last election, and ismw against the State
Legislature over which he atill has a lot of conitxol.

A VOICE: Ve don't want the Facliest Pir anyway.

MR, GARCIA: Let me answer your question. The
staffing situation remains almost identical to what it was

I arrived here a year and a half ago. There are no more
five or six Mexican-Americans on the staff, There are
ore Mexican-American secretarys, sergeant-at-arms, messengers,

0 when I arrived, a slight increase from when I arrived.
1

) ere ‘are about 34 of us on the staff as cempared to seven or
1 .

12 ight., I think you have to keep in mind, as it has been men-

- oned, this building is not under purview of Civil Service

“ egulations so that puts it in a different light. Getting to

5 e Legislature, obtaining a )Job here—

5 CHAIRMAN SILIAS (interrupting): May I interrupt,

17

18 Would you indicate on the record that outside in the

19 way there is a gathering of—there is yelling and words

20 foming from the hallway of Chicano power.

o1 Thank you, Mr, Garcia, and would you proceed.

o MR. GARCIA: In essence, what I am suggesting, it is

- fvery difficult to walk off a college campus and get a Job here.

i

. There is still some semblance of patronage around here, every-
4

- IPody knows that. You become a person's aideby working on his
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ampaign or having demonstrated skills that he noticed. There

s several intership programs in the Legislature that have no

 year and I stayed on while I was doing graduate work on the
staff as a student here in Sacramento at the same time., That
is probably the most accessible channel, for instance, to staff
pogitions here.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Yes, Father,

RATHER CASSO: You raised the question that you have

pvailable the intership program here in the Legislature.

MR. GARCIA: Yes, there are several.
FATHER CASSO: VWe heard testimony yesterday that it
yas almost impossible for a Chicano to get into the internship

MR. GARCIA: The internship program, one of the /
riticisms of it has been there is too much emphasi_s on academic
chievement to the point of almost being absurd. That, we have
been assured for the last couple of years, is changing. We

will see. There are other intership programs coordinated by the

state college system and another coordinated by the university

syastem, They were available during the year and during the
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mer session.:. UCLA, Santa Barbera, and others always have

several students here during the summer months. The American
Political Science Association has an intership program co-
crdinated——

FATHER CASSO (interrupting): I am not talking about
the progrems available. I am talking about the inability of
the Chicano to get into those programs, If it is bed in the
Legislative program, it must be worse in the colleges. That's
all,

MR. GARCIA: I don't know about the details of the
other progreams. My contention is two things. No. 1, you are
probably right. No. 2, another fact is the existence of a lot
of these internship programs are not publicized well enough and
that is also a factor.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Garcia, for appear-
ing this afternoon.

Our next scheduled speaker is Mr, John Moulds of
Sacramento.

Mr. Moulds, would yocu state for the record your name
and occupation, please.

MR, MOULDS: John Moulds, III, I am an attormey in
practice here in Sacramento.

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen.

When I was asked to testify, I was not aware of the

fact my testimony in a large part would duplicate the testimony
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of Mr. Garcia who preceded me, 1 was asked to speak on the

izpact of the Blection Code and possible changes with regard ‘

A large portion of what I prepared to say to you to-
day had to be scratched off as Mr. Garcia went down the list.
If you want to direct anything to that, I would be happy to
answer any questions I might be able to. I would mention one
thing, then, that I think was possibly not developed fully in

raising the gquestion about reapportionment. I think Mr. Garcia
10

11
12

13

“ reasonable set of registration and voting laws in Califormia,
N I think this should not be overlooked as a possible sourse of
%6 substantially increasing the political power of several minori-
Y ty groups in California and in depressed economic groups in the
i.: State of Califormia.

The second thing is that gerrymandering in local
20

elections is not often as sophisticated as it is in statewide
21

office holding, I think it is well worth considering that a
substantial increase in voting power in this state car begin

to reflect itself first in changes in the composition of local

boards and commissions and councils and that this can be & ve.,
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fmportant building block in the building of political power
in a system. This system is no different.

I broke things down into three general arsas. Firsty
the language and literacy requirements. It is my own view it
is time for us to face up squarely to the fact literacy ought
to go entirely as & requirement. It is no longer true that
reading is necessary as an accompaniment to casting a vote in
the modern media.

There are certain other things that are not always
thought of as part of the genmeral literacy problem. The:first
thing that ought to be considered is-the requirement of Englisl

=4

literaey, as I understand it, for citizenship which provides
a substantial ber to a mmber of people. I suspect this is a
group which is more represented in rural Californmia than urban
California, that is, a greater percentage of the local elec-
torats. It might have more impact in the Valley than it would
in the city, but I am not cm It is my understanding
there is legislation challenging the legality of literacy and
English, My suspicion is also this will be more atienable 50
Legislative change than anything.

The other thing is the requirement of printing the
ballot in a foreign language. That is by no means as compli-
cated as it appears on first blush, particularly with the de-
velopment of voting machines and the possibility of those areak
which have voting machines we simply slip a computer card into
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a preprinted mechine. 7That would be no real problem to have

several preprints in precinct polling places where they are
needed in a wids wvariety of languages. It is not at all
Necessary, mlyvi«,tor«minthisboanjorportimor'
10 per cent of the population or anything else,

That leads to the next problem, voting machines,

reason that complicated machines can often substantially in-
timidate large mumbers of voters who either are unable to
operate them or get in the booth and become confused. At its
most detrimental it actually keeps voters away from the polls,
It is possible in some areas to show a substantial decline
when you are dealing in an election won or lost by a matter of
a few votes. : B

I think the felony voting exclusion in California is
much more serious than many of us know, particularly because
it not only has racial and ethnic overtones, but it slso has
substantial economic overtones. It is mtims a narrow thinq
in the State of California whether a man is convicted of a
felony or misdemesanor. It is also true it is possible to later
on correct the record to take care of a felony and reduce it
to a misdemeanor. This is the kind of thing that happens to

a man who has private counsel and it may not heppen to the man
who is a2 tranzient as he does not come back into the areas from
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which he has a conviction. This can make a substantial im-

some parts of the State, dbut not in other parts of the Stats,
that it is high time standardized statewide legislation oc-

ed for the final resolution of the problem before the
10

11
The residency shows its head in a mumber of different
12
ways, In addition to the simple problem of racial residency.

So many of the laws we have at the present time discriminate
“ ghly against those people who move around and are favorable
® o those people who tend to stay in one place for a period of
o ime. The one-year residency requirement in the State of
H fornie is no longer with us. I think we will clearly see
* substantial reform in this area in this session of the lLegis-
® Lature. That is one reason why I think it is worthy of some
0 nttention because of the recent action of the Supreme Court
21

rhich is going to reguire the State of Califormia to at least

[for efficiency sake to dovetail its residency periocd with those

et forth in the Federal Voting Rights Act, There was legis-
24

tion which was pending last session and it has been intro-
25 .
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duced again this session., It sets forth a 19=-day requirement,

that you register 19 days before the election. Now, in ) .
fact, there are meny systems which make it possible to reduce
it beyond that, but from I have seen and the material I have
gone over with the County Clerks, it appears 19 days will allow
the County Clerks to do what is necessary to inform the elec-
torate and also to prevent voting fraud in our present struc-
ture without changing substantially the present system of
registration that we use,

Mr. Garcia mentioned registration by mail, which is
extremely important until we can get some system of permanent
registration. The requirement of registration imposed in all
places in the commmities, spread widely throughout all the
neighborhoods, cammot be overemphasized and the publicity of .
these.

One thing that hes intrigued me-and I think this
might do well for some of the smaller counties-—before I went
into private practice I was with an organization which is lmown
as California Rural Legal Assistance., We did work in smaller
counties, I am particularly aware of some of the things and
discrimination against minority groups in smaller rural areas.
For the general purpose of encouraging the kind of ease in vote
ing Mr. Garcia was talking about, it seems to me we might well

begin setting some standards for measuring how well a €County
Clerk does his Job. A County Clerk at the present time is .
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measured by any foulups that make the press mad on election
night and by how pretty his registretion affidevits look as
they sit in his halls and in his records. It seems to me we
night begin to develop some criteria based on how many people
he should have registered in his area, if he were doing & prop+
er Jjob of ocutreach and involvement of all the groups, the set-
ting of this kind of criteria. I imagine this would give us
a way to measure the work being done by a County Clerk and begin
to effectively criticize him if he was not doing the Job, Es-
sentially, we would place the burden on him to go forward and
register the people rather than the present burden on the Coun<+
ty Clerk where we only penalize him if his papers don't look
pretty, which I think ought to come last in our voting require-

ments,
The only thing additionally I have to add in additionm
to residency, and this has to do with candidastes, is there are
two present cases in the Third Distriet Court of appeals, One
went to the California Supreme Court and the other was Just

taken today. One 1s called Lawrence versus Cleveland and the

other is—I don't know, those were handled by my partner, Mr.
Eisenberg. Those were struck down, five-year resldency mquir%-
mentse for candidates. These kind of long residency requiremen 's
are discriminatory. The impact is 80 clear I don't think
is any need to discuss them further here.

One other thing that I think is important is the re—
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cent decision of the California Supreme Court to invalidate

thecnlﬁominrequirmntoftwo—tm:ﬂsvoto-topasacertam.
local bond issues., I think it is important to a minority

group somehow obtain a surplus majority. It is difficult
nough for us to get 51 per cent in most circumstances.
Thank you very much,

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Moulds,

Are there any gquestions?

0 Thank you very much, Mr, Moulds,
H MR. MOULDS: Thank you very much,

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Our next speaker iz Mr. Jess ‘

12

13

14
Mr. Unruh, would you state for the record your name
15
occupation,
16

MR. UNRUH: My name is Jesg Unruh., I am unemployed.
17

I have no prepared testimony today, Mr. Chairman,
18
will say I am happy to be here, but I am available and
19

leased with the opportunity to talk with you. I think there
20

is probably very little I may add as far as many of the things
“ that have been said today about the deprivation of rights in
= falifornlia of those of Mexican-American descent have been
% spelled out rather well here today.
24

I came here today at your request with the feeling
25
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at through a give and take exchange I could add scmething to
» voluminous testimony you already have had., I am personally

d to try and respond to any questions you might have.
I think Senator Dymally spelled out yesterday a‘bout_
s well as anyone I have heard and about as honestly as any-
body I have heard, what goes on in a reappor’l:ionmept, which,
I assume, I am principally here for, and that is reapportion-

ments are designed by incumbents for dncumbents and as a service

ot

of dncumbents. I have gone through three respportionments, 196
djd..am-Asserbly: & n.d . Congressional reapportiocnment. Ve
did not do a Senatorial reapportionment because that was before
he one man one vote court edict,

In 1965 we again realigned the Assembly and Senate
es, and in 1967 we realigned the Congressional districts.,

!
:
:
¢
%
7
3
5
g
:
[+
ko)
3
et
:

pers of the Legislature and to favor the party in power.

In 1961, pursuant to a direct reguest, I think the
incipal thing that motivated the Legislature in reapportion-
ment after that all-important principie of protecting #ncumbentsg
was to give to the then new Democratic President, John Kennedy,
8 working mejority in the Congressional delegation of Califormig
|s was possible, as big a one as was possible. We did that.
In 1965 it was totally and completely for the protec—

on of incumbents., In 1967 it was to protect the incumbent
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iCongressmen. I would suggesi that is what would goverm this

reapportionment at both the Assembly, the Senate and Congres- .
sional level, That is the way it is done., If you have a way
of figuring out how to do it differently, I think it should be
done differently, and I am totally willing to support that
myselfy I take it that is the way it has been done and that is
e way it will be done. It will not matter much who is in
s, whether they are Black, White, Brown, Yellow, Green,
sd, Democrat or Republicean. They will first of all make a
eal to protect themselves.

Secondly, they will attempt to give their party what-
advantage there is.

Thirdly, they will look after other groups who manag'

get the most pressure on them after that.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Unruh.
Mr. Gabourie.

MR. GABOURIE: Mr. Unruh, from your last political

MR. UNRUH: I would give them the same directions I

give everyone else., That is they must at all costs maximize

shatever strength they have under any division. I do not

at has been done either by Chicanos, or, for that matter, per
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haps anyone else who really is underrepresented or have been
expisited. I do not think there is anywhere near the kind
of effort in the Mexican-imerican comeunity that would maxi-
nize the strength they have now. I think if there had been
we would have at least one more Hexican-imerican in the As-
sembly this year. The district Montoya lost ought not to have

been lost. It was lost because it was underfinanced and undex

organized. Thers was not enough support even within the com=
mmity as far as that is concerned. I think whatever the di-
visions are, whatever the lines are that are drawn, the maxi-
mm effort is not being put forth,

I would suggest, like everyons else who complains
about what socliety does not bring to them, most psople are
much more ready to protest when the cameras are trained, the
cameras are watching, than they are to do the hard work of
pushing doorbells and getting people registered and out to
the polls on slection day.

MR, GABOURIE: Thank you.

CHAIRVMAN SILIAS: Father Casso.

FATHER CASSO: »Mr, Unruh, a2 number of questions.
In our testimony yesterday, it got kind of bleak because of
the feelings and sentiments of the Mexican-imerican speakers
that they considered the Democratic Party as feeling the
Mexican-imerican was a hip-pocket vote. Does the Democratic.
Party “consider the Mexican-imerican as a hip-pocket vote?
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MR, UNRUH: I can no more speak for the Democratic

Party, Father, than you can for the Mexican-Americans. A4s a

Councilman I can only speak for one Democrat and that one
Democrat has not been spectaculsrly successful in the last
couple of years, but I can say that as far as I am concerned
I do not consider that to be the case. I do not think I ran

I would have liked to or as I should have based on my own per—'

sonal record. I think that is generally the case with most

most of them. I believe there is a great deal to be gained

y a deeper understanding and cooperation between the Mexican-—
American voters and the Democratic Party.

I noted in Senator Richmond®s testimony that he said

od for the Mexican-American commmity that he felt were

ecessary to their welfare. Then if he is willing to commit
19

[inmself and more of his fellow conservatives to those kind of
20

programs, then I would urge the Mexican-Americans to vote for
21

fthem. I would suggesit you would not get that kind of commit-
22

pent from Mr. Richmond or anybody else. I would say no, that
23

fis not the case any more. I believe, however, that none of us
24
have really found a way of maximizing the voting power of

25
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Mexican-Americans, or, for that matter, any other poor people.
FATHER CASSO: The other question is the testimony

indicated that the Mexican-American has been very loyal to the

Democratic Party and many speakers indicated that ‘he Democrati

e

Party had not responded in kind, either by helping public of-
ficials run, finance them; No. 2, by lack of appointments;
No. 3, the employment record even in this building here. The
fourth big one that came out was the evidence here of the
gerrymandering in Bast Los Angeles so that the elected officialk
would not come out. How do you view these four things that
ame out from the testimony?
MR. UNRUH: I think any charge in that directiocn has

a general ring of truth to it. There have not been enough

Mexican—-Americans appointed. Quite obvicusly the Mexican—

t' merican commmity has been reapportioned more with regard to

how it would maximize the Democratic representation than it

has as to how it would maximize the Mexican-American representas

t
!' lon., There certainly has not been enough support for those

pfforts on the part of the Mexican-American candidates to buy

nglo-Democrats to enable them to be elected. All of those
hings have a general ring of truth, but all of them obliterate

pther things which I think are perhaps Just as important.

] I think it might be well for Mexican-Americans in

Bttempting to peruse why they have so little political impact

in this state, to contrast what is happening in contrast to
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what bas happened to Blacks in this state. I don't know that
I can analyze it properly for you, but I would suggest that
in 1961 when vreappartionment took place that there was a far

fair to ther tand there was a strong repressntation in Sacra-
mento in a room down the hall here, from Blacks that they
should have more districts cut so they would be absolutely
sure of having more Black Assemblymen and more Black Congress—
men.,

I can remsmber some protests on the part of Mexican-
Amoricans at thet time, but I think if you weighed them in
the belance you would find the Blacks were considerably strong;
er in their protests.

Degpite that and despite the unfairness of that re-
apportionment insofar as probably both the Blacks and Chicanos
are concerned, the Blacks have done extremely well, I think,
in representation in this state since then. They have done
it by, it seems to me, understanding the political process and
adapting to it or adapting it to themselves with considerable
more 8kill than has been in the case of the Mexican-iAmericans,
I would not attempt to explain why that is the case. Perhaps
the language barrier indicates it is a far greater berrier
than the colored barrier,

I would suggest to you that in 1962 after the 1961 .
reapportionment we were successful in electing two Chicanos to




T

tba Assembly, They were, it 1s true, from principally pre—
dominent Anglo districts, but they won that election. Ome

lof them was able to win reelection in 1964. Ve did elect

of his own people, either natiomally, religiously or some other
wey, in order to be an effective spokesmen for them, is pure
alonsy. 1 think you cammot say Willie Brown, for example,

ho comes from & 20 per cent Black district, is a less effec-
ive spokesman . fop Negroes, than Merve Dymally or Bill Green
comes from a 98 per cent Black distriect. Consequently, I
am inclined to believe Ed 8820 has been an effective spokes-
an for Mexican-Americans, but not as militant as some peopls

d like. I would suggest the makeup of the district has

£ major proportions who was close enough to the commmity to
Feally lend the kind of helping hand. That might have been the
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I take a great deab of pride in the fact that I .

- most Black politicians in this state get elected. I did
not make that kind of effort insofar as Mexican-Americens. I
suppose that would be because you know those people you live
with much better than you do other people. I have not lived
that close with the Hexican-American commumnity.

FATHER CASSO: I see a conflict in two things, Mr.
Unrah. One is the need for doing something about those lines
in Bast Los Angeles, as a case 1in point, and your statement
that lines are drawn for the protection of the legislator,
t is a political reality.

MR, UNRUH: I would like to meke it very clear, .
ther, I am only defining the rules of the game, not setting
em.

FATHER CASSO: Fine, but on the other hand I see the
ight of the people, as we heard yesterday, taxation without
sentation of the people, and you have got a million people
there, to be able to elect their own officials, Vhich of
ese two righits do you feel ought to prevail?

MR. UNRUH: Father, I think we have a philosophical
scussion about to emanate here. I don't believe that in

every way 1s one right against another because neither of then

probably absolute.
let me see if I can personalize this and see if 1
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ell out & little better what I mean. Fomryears the division
Gus Hawkins' district in los Angeles County and mine

ag the Harbor Freeway. 1 suppose Gus Hawkins probably repre-

sented 150,000 Blacks to the east of Harbor Freewar, whereas
I represented 25,000 of them to the west. On the basis of
voting record and legislation passed, on the basis of working
in and with the commmity, I would suggest, maybe with some
egotism, that our records of achievement for those people, the
Black people who lived either east or west of the freeway,
ere indistinguishable, distinguished, I hope, but indistinguish
able,.

FATHER CASS50: The observation I was going to make,
» Unruh, was the fact that the frustration we saw Just a few
moments ago is growing day in and day out. By the end of
resterday's testimony we were pretty tired, bhut we have to come
p with solutions, That is the reason for my questions.

CHAIRMAN SILILAS: Thank you.

Mr. Glick,

MR, GLICK: Somewhat similar to a question Father
Fasso has asked, it is clearly a dilerma, Senator IMascone,who
ftestiflied earlier this afternoon, testified, snd I am sure with
lereat. - sincerity, the Damocratic Party wants to be a more
lTe.ffective instrument for the Mexican~American people, Then
[there is the problem of reapportionment. It is a very strong

jpolitical reality. Do you think the problem might possibly be
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dealt with more effectively if the leadership of the Demo-
cratic Party in California, acting through the members of the .
legislature, faced it head on and made a dscision if someone
had to go, that would just have to be done?

MR. UNRUH: Certainly it would be better for the

Mexican-American population insofar as the near future is con-

srned than probably insofar ag the long run is concerned, but

at just ian't going to happen. It Just isn't going to happen}
I would say, without atiempting to defend that, and I don't,
I made a commitment during the course of my campaign this year
at I would not sign a bill, not that I am sure the Governor
;«: the right or the necessity to sign a reapportionment bill.
I am Inclined to believe Constitutionally it doesn't make any
flifference whether he signs it or not. The Congressional man-.
lates to the Legislatire show reapportionment and if they
chieve the passage and the Governor vetoes it, then it seems

o me there is a grave Constitutional question as to whether

Ehat veto is effective. I made a promise I would not sign a
bill that did not adequately give representation and an effec-

ve voice to the Mexican-American commmity where it was dise-

|
|

inguishable and possible to do that, which I suggest is los
ngeles County.
I am not here today to defend what I think has hap-

dinthepastandwhatlthinkwillhappeninthsfmmre.
tellyouthatnoonein:thehegislaturehasthatkindot .
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authority and power, nomatter.howpmrtulhemybeandno
matter what position he may occupy. When it comes to reap-
portionmant, you are talking about a man's political future
and not only his political future, but his political presence
and his political life. No man that I have known in politics
that occupies political office is willing, ready and able to
lay down his political life to another politician, or even,
for that matter, a group of people, unless that happens to
parallel what his own political good fortunes would dictate.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Montgomery.

MR, MONTGOMERY: Mr. Unruh, is this a fair statement
that eonsidoring the atmosphere that we have in Sacramento to-
day of a Republican administretion, Democratic Legislature, it
is not likely that as a result of any reapportiomment there
would be such a drewing of lines to insure that a Mexican-
American is elected from that one district solely because he
is Mexican-American?

MR, UNRUH: Not unless he happens to be an incumbent;

MR, MONTGOMERY: Thank you.

MR, UNRUH: If you will remember, in 1965 we did have
a Mexican-American incumbent who voted for the 1965 reappor—
tionment because it gave him what he thought, and what we
thought~—and I might say mistekenly-—a relatively safe dis-
trict a Mexican—Americancould be elected from. Ve did it,
incidentally, by rumming over the wishes of Jack Fenton who
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od against reapportionment, whereas Phil Sute voted for
hat reepportionment because we shifted about-fifteen or .
eighteen thousand Mexican-American voters into his district.

1

N

3

|
1
I
Itwuldn‘tmkemchdj.ﬁerem:eirthmmloornmre.

4
Chicanos here. It would be different only to this extent,

5
hey would be incumbents and they would be protecting the ine
6
{;‘ 12788 '.i)
7
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. King.

w0

D

|
{
1 MR, KING: I would like to thank the former speaker
|
ifor his candor,

o
(=]

MR. UNRUH: It has always gotten me in {trouble,

oy
=t

MR, KXING: But I find it refreshing.
I think there is more under discussion here than

& B

gislative reapportionment, however, and that is the parties

-

Jout
a

|
5 hemselves and their responsiveness in the party structure to
t he Chicano. What is the Demoecratic Party doing today to open

&

he channels for the Chicano commmity for representation in

17
he party's political activities?
18
MR. UNRUH: I really don't know because I don't
19
suppose if we polled the 1,200 Democrats here at the State

|

o
o

onvention this week you would find more then 50 of them who

e
]

l ould agree om who is the Democratic leader in this state at
22
his point. I think there is a growing awareness that there

N

» were doing some seven, eight, ten years ago for the Blacks

N
L/

be a system of cowmpensatory politics, if you will. ¥vhat

8

&
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asg far a; seeking out and offering financial support, must
conme about again insofar as the Chicano candidates are con-
cerned, I am certainly aware of it and I have been aware of
it, but I am not as dexterous in promoting it as I should have
been for some time, We did go through some of that the last
time even though! the Democratic Party going into the '70
elections was hardly in a position to defend itself, much less
exercise itself in any positive reach. I think that has hap- |
Pened.

I would suggest, if you are truly interested in
equalizing the impact of any minority, particularly when they
come from the lower strata of the economic makeup of the state,
“would do perhaps more by rendering obsolete the credible
impact of many in politics than by anything else. It is really
not so much the Mexican-American or Black votes or other votes
ars not as important as or: taken for granted as is the fact
there is very little economic power in those commmities.
There are very few Henry Salvatore's or Carmer Morshaws or any-
one else that come from those areas, The impact of a person
who gives $95,000 to the Presidential campaign, you know and I
now that this is vastly different.

If you really want to upgrade and egqualize the impact
a minority has in politics, then the single, most swiftest,
most decimive stroke you could strike would be to figure out

some way of ridding politics of the impact of money.
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MR, KING: I find myself sitiing here in the last
half hour or so0 and getting rather 111 at ease at the fact
Anglos are once again discussing Chicano affairs. I think we
have seen in the last two days, as we have over a long period
of time, a greater inclination on the part of the Chicano
commmity not to lsave the Democratic Party and go to the Re-
publican Party. As a Republican, I am not too optimistic
about the opportumities in the Republican Party for the Chi-
canos. I think some of us in our own parties have had battles
too. I feel that the trend is toward leaving the Democratic
Party and going into another party.

MR. UNRUH: I think perhaps worse than that is just
lnﬁngmnmtnmtyand"gbngmm,mtevmwﬁ‘
not even participating at all, sort of coming to a sullen rage
that may or may not express itself somewhere and generally
doesn't express itself excepttbafurther drop out., If you
take the gubernatorial turnout for the last 12 years, you will
find that consistently the twmout has dropped off. I would
like to think it is not because theigquality:of tlie candidates
has dropped off, People think the dammed thing doesa't work
and to some extent they are right.

MR, KING: For the sake of beating it to death, I
would like, before we close this, to take one more crack at

this reapportiomment problem. I will ask you a rather per-
sonal question, If you had to do the 1965 reapportionment over
|

!
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1]

gain, would there be some way you could find to provide
lgreater representation for the Chicano commmity? I think

2' hat bears on what is going on today. Mr. Waxman was here

’ esterday and we got pretty much the same response.

: % MR, UMRUH: If I may answer that somewhat obliquely
a.mi not clearly, I would say if I was Governor, yea., If I

° lvas a member of the Legislature, no. A member of the Legis—

! lature doeg not have that kind of impact nor does he have that

: ;I nd of comstituency. It takes statewide leadership to speak

© il' t on this because there is where the votes are effective

n ! d vhere they count in a reasonable comparison. I would say

" }l egardiess of vhat I might bave liked to have done, this was

- before we thought we were at least saving the one Chicano seat

y we had, and we did that by running over an Anglo, we thought

s je were doing it. That didn't work out that way. If I could |

. have reached up somewhere else and done more, I would have.
1

I might have possibly have talked to Bd Blliott at that point
17

and urged him €o withdraw so we could have elected someone

1

1: fron that district, but we did that the next year anyhow. Ve
w0 atched that district very carefully in 1966 to make sure the
o1 tic nominee vas going to be 2 Mexican-American, I

o dn't participate in that primary because there were four or
- ive there, all of whom were friends of acquaintances of mine.
oe ie did watch it and polled it very carefully to make sure

ere was not going to be an Anglo that came out of that pri-

v ——
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mary. 1 would say I did about all I could as a legislator.
As a Governor, I think the Governor could have done more and
should have done more.

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Mr. Unruh, I want to thank you -
for appearing.

MR, UINRUH: I am sorry 1 dissmimated your audience.

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Ve have a manner of ¢learing an
audience.

I wvant to indicate to you that for the last two
days the witnesses have held you up as a symbol of their
frustrations, I think in all fairness before you lsave I
want to give you this opportunity to make any final statement
before you leave,

MR, UNRUH: I, of course, have felt the attentions
t5 my roll in the %61 reapportiomment were very unfair. Once
upon & time we had a Senator here in these halls by the name
of George Miller, Jr. At one time a young Assemblyman brought
an appropriation request before his Committee for $150,000
and the Rules Committee cut it down to $5,000. The Assembly=-
man said, "Seniator, that is not fair," Senator Miller took
the rule book and said, "Show me in there where it says you
have got to be fair.,” So I have learned not to expect fair-
ness in the political arena,

I will say, however, meny frustrated people are ex-
tremely difficult to deal with on the basis of rationelity.
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I have found this insofar ag students are concermed. 1 have
found it insofar as many other people are concerned. They
feel the need for changes in society. They are by and large
jextremely poor students of recent history. ZEverytime I go
somewhere, I am always a;ccusad of having been a speaker in
the 1961 reapportionment. When it took place, I was not. I
was not Chairman of the Reapportlionment Committee. I was

’

Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. I was aily one vote

on that reapportionment .matier,:. which incidentally saw every
at in the House voting for it, including minority Demo-

rats, and the majority of the Republicans,

11

® In 1965, as I said, I don't think .we had any basis

- for what we did do during that which resulted in one safe

. Mexicanefimerican seat., But for the unforbunate landslide of
1

5 onald Reagan, I think it would have resulted in two and quite
i

6 pessibly three. Ve now have two back in the Assembly again,

o e have been able to maintain 2 Mexican-American Congressman
1

& pll of this time ocut of the 1961 reapportiomment and to secure

5 hat district in the 1965 reapportionment.

20 I think if anyone cared to examine the record you

21 1id I have made, or the efforts I have made in attempting to

r upport the lMexicanwimerican candidates in the last 10 years,

22
- ey would find it unparalled by the efforts of any other
o4 litician of either party. I do expect, as I said, any fair-

e85 in that situation, any more tham I might in some other
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situations. I do believe, however, that 1s one thing that is
overlooked in what is going on now. You camnot Jjust form al- .
liances if there is a necessity to kick your ¢losest friend in
the teeth and to prove you are independent by first repudiating
those people who are closest to helping you, who have helped
some, and perhaps not enocugh, that the road is a bleak one in
the future because those alliances must be made by any minority
group. No minority group 1s ever going to be island unto it-
self, If he were, then they would be absolutely,:totally:and
completely impudent when it came to passing the legislaticn.,

Securing the Job in polities is not what politics ought to be

4o1

bout. Simply getting elected and staying elected ought not

be the race of David . It ought not to be ocur sole reasoz.

or running for office or contimuing to occupy that office., If
imply getting three or four more Chicanos is the purpose, with<
reference to this social legislation, that will make the lo}
f those othser 900,000 Chicanos who aren't fortunate enough to -
the three or four elected officials that result from a better
eapportionment, then the lot of three or four Chicanos might
improved, but the lot of 900,000 may well go even further
own,
CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Thank you very mch.

Our next scheduled witness is Ann Ramirez.

MRS, RAMIREZ: I said five nminutes and I think thatq

s one of the reasons why I have had the opportumity to speak
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Tt may run into six or seven minutes, but I will proceed.
First of all, I think we have heard enough testimony
tie last couple of days to tell us about the alienation of the
people. I had prepared originally some other information, but
I feel it has been repeated quite a bit by previous speakers.
So I took it upon myself to change what I originally prepered.

I requested information hoping to find out more

about the status of the Chicano in Californiam. I requested

information from the Library of Congress relating to ethnic
goups in the State of Califormia, population Informetion and

50 On, IIo:mdouttheinIormtionthatuasmﬂable&:as
very, very limited., I think we have heard that mentioned over
and over again, the limitation of the information available
relating to the Mexican-American, I did find some information
and this I would like to present todmy,

Before I go into that, I would lilke to mention that

psychiatrist will use the technigue of regressing to try and
fird out where the trouble began., What has_happmed to this
humen being? I think this is what we have to ask ourselves
today. I think we have to let people know what did happen to
the Chicano, I think since we are not in mmbers and legis—
lators, we have to be in mumbers as educators.

I would like to mention Zirst this publication which
is entitled "Californie Almanac" and which goes into quite a
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bit of detail in each chapter according to population, geology
uldthnvariousdiﬁu‘entthingsthatgoimmMosition.
of ‘the State of Californisa.

Qus of the things that was mentioned, oreof the sec—
tions was contributions of ethmic groups. It does mention the
early settlement in Celiformia of Indians and Spanish people,
133,000 Indieans to be exact. This was the beginning populatior

of the State of California. It does not mention, because the
historiens have not written of various minorities in the state,
there is very little information available as to their specifig
contributions. What is mentioned here in this publication is
called the Mexican or Hispanic period. It begins with the

colonizing of California, the first settlemsnt in 1969 of wha

is now called Sean Diego. It mentions who this was done by.
It also goes into the detall that Los Angeles, the most famous
of all the Spanish towns, was founded in 1781 by families of
mostly a mixture of Indisn and Spanish. It azlso mentions this
very same population mixture was evident in the founding of
the City of San Jose, Californiat's oldest civil town.

Ve must also remember that during the period men-
tioned here as "the Mexican Period in Californis,"” we are
really talking about the time when Southern California was the
northern part of Mexico., So let's not forget that.

The Mexican Period is termed here as the pericd be-

tween 1821 and 1348, Oneofthethingswedod'theartoomch

1
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about today is what did happen in 1848, the time of the
signing of the Treety of Guadalupe Hidalgo . it mentions in
his publication the fact thet in 184lwwand bear in mind I
{igure:sthis to be approximately the time of my great grend-
mother-wthat Americans from the Mississippi Valley illegally
grated to California wmtil its conquest in 1846 by the
ted States. Overland migrants settled in the area of the
amento Valley. This was an area that had not beern populati-
too much by the Spaniards and the Mexicans, These illegal
erants, and I am quoting from this, were unhappy with the

be deported, they proclaimed this area, revolted against
» and proclaimed the area of Northsrn California as the
Flag Republic, It was the United States Navy who con-
uered California from the Mexicans in 1846. I will quote
gain, "With this first peaceful conquest by Commodore John
o Sloat, the American Period of California was begun.”

Iid like to ask here wvhen you teke over a people and
8 land, I have never seen it to be peaceful, Witk the end
of that sentence, that terminates what is known as the llexican
Period.
In 1848 with the signing of the Treaty of Guadaiupe
§idalgo, the treaty guaranteed all the rights of American citi-

23

izens to the people who -:Bhose or would choose to continue
24

living here in Califormia. All of those rights were guaranteed
25

PP
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by that treaty. Immediately upon the implementation of the
first Constitution of the State of Califormia—-] might sayhe’

that the first Constitution of the State of California was

a bilingual document and one of the reasons it wes a bilingual
document was one of the persons working an the drafting of thai
Constitution bappened to be married to a Spanish women and

rether then to have to interpret everything for his in-laws,
he made the suggestion there be a state translator. Because
of this, we were fortumate in having the first California

Conatitution as a bilingual document which mpant that all of-
ficial publications were then primted in Spanish and English.
This went on for a period of 30 years, at which time
the control of the state government, bemgallmgliahspeak—.
ing, felt there wes no need to spend this useful money, There-
ore, thsy eliminated the position of state translator at the
ime the Constitution was revised 30 years later, By eliminate

the position, of course, they cut off all commmication

R

th the Spanish speaking communities. I think we havs to
that in mind when we talk about vhat we are doing today.

I have been hearing about statistics not being avail-
ble, which is another thing which bothers us quite a bit., I

uld like to mention that in doing a little bit of research I.

8 B 8 B B B & &

ound that as of April 1960 the total white population in the
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| population, which is included in the 52 per eent, was 9.1 per

| surname people in California was larger than all other ethnic
groups put together. This infermation is taken from the
i California State Department of Finance, the Reverue and

Naturally we are taxed. They have to know where we are at.
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State of Califarnis was 92 per cent. The Spanish surname

cent, In July 1967, there was an increase of 2 per cent to

11.1 per cent of Spanish surname population. This was in 1967
and the prevbus figures were 1960, I would like to point out
that these figures reflect that the total population of Spanish

Management Agency, Financial and Population Research Section.
I point that out because I feel that is so important, that
vhen people want to do something they can do it, noticing that
it comes from the Department of Finance, Reverme Section.

While these figures indicated the Mexican-American
population was the largest percentage of all other minorities
put together, it was larger than any other groups put to-
gether, yel we are still ignored.

This comes down to another example. Take the Departs
nent of Motor Vehicles. I umderstand-—-I don't umderstand, I
know for a fact—that information gathered by the Department
of Motor Vehicles by applicants for a license is available for
sale, People who are in business, whether for the sake of
real estmte, insurance, or whatever, can utilize this infor-

mation, They purchase it at a pretty reasonsble price from
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s State of California, If they are able to purchase this

2 State of California been abie to properly identify the
canos? Or do they really want to? -

I would now like to mention 2 couple of things that
would like to put in terms of recommendations, I have heard
pecple say you cannot legislate attitudes. Therefore, we must
find some means of meking our legislators responsive to the
needs of the Chicanos., One of the first things would be the
o encouregement of biligualism throughout the State of California
1

pt every level of govermment. This could be done by the re-

1
tenent of a state translator who could then provide

IS -

= pfficial publications and official information for all of the
® Bpanish speaking population in the State of California.
“ The second thing would be that we have to insist
* he history of Califormia and the contribution of the Chicano
ls e properly portrayed., I think this is wvhat we must do as
7 pducators of the legislators. The legislators do not really
" know. I really sincerely feel they don't know the history of
N he Chicano and they don't know the contributions so how can
= hey respond to anything when, you lmow, they have never been
. Chicano themselves,
= I would suggest they might begin by reading the
= book "North of Mexico" by Mr. Williams. It would be a very
* good introduction.

ormation in order to expend their busines=es, why hasn't .

et oava wasmreeres
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The next thing we must do is give the Chicano his
dignity. You know he has been stripped of that long enough.
He must be recognized as a 100 per cent lmman being that has a
sontribution to make in two languages. He must be allowed to
do this, The teaching of the Chicano culture should be done
by qualified instructors in all of our schools, Yhen I say
"gqualified instructors®, I don't mean somecne who might have
isited HMexico on a weekend. I mean using people at the com-
mmity level to bring this in, Quit treating our heritage as
|
1

'a quaint foreign cul ", Ve are sick of thet. We are here,

-
o

ve are cltizens.

o

Finally, I think we have to shift the burden of as-

b

sixilation where it belongs. That is, we are often told over

&

and over again, well, as soon as you can compete, you know, you

A

can got part of the action. Well, it should be the other way

oy
o

ound, The burden of assimilation should be on the English
16 :
speaking commmity, They are the conquerors. It is their
17

obligation to learn how to assimildate within a commmity that
l- as Spanish speaking,

Another thing we must clarify is the confusion of

loyalties, that is, cultural loyalty as opposed to political
loyalty., Everytime you hear a Chicano speak in Spanish, he

’.; sts accused of pationalism, being umpatriotic or whatever. It
is only because, I think, the monoligual commmity does not

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
s nderstand the speaking of Spanish. The every-day living as a
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part of a culture has no real significance to a political
loyalty. Rather this is his every-day habits. This is the
way his family lives, Therefors, there has to be a clariﬁ.ca-’
tion that because he does speak Spanish, thit does not meen
he is disloyal. That, of course, could be proven by the
statistics of the mmber of Mexican-Americans who have given
their lives, the highest percentages of any ethmic group in
this nation in terms of owr population. So when you talk abou]
not being loyal, let's understand what we are talking about.

I would like to mention one other recommendation and
that is we must take it upon ourselves to visit every legislater
tion within the legislative arena relating to the Chicano. I
was really flsbbergasted when I heard the presentation of the
young man who gave the employment figures. I took it upon my-
self to vislt an Assemblyman today and present this problem to
him, His reaction was, "Gee, I wasn't even aware of that." I
bet thers will be dozens who will respond this way.

My next question was, "Now that you know about it,
what are you going to do about it?" So he has committed him- |
self to hire a Chicano in time for the summer. I think we
could certainly begin there. let's keep in mind that it is
a two-way strest. The legislators and the public officials

have a lot of learaing to do. We have learning to do also in
the area of political techniques, how the wheel turns, how the
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system works so we can utilize it. That is what we must learn
do and then utilize it.

On the other hand, the immediate thing is for our
legislators and public officials to learn t«: be responsive to
Chicano. The only way he can do this is by the Chicano
insisting that public officials respond to the need, go to these
legislators and insist that they listen to you. If they don't
listen the first time, go back again, and if they don't listen,
't reelect them.

I believe this is 21l I have to present today. Thank
for this opportunity. |

FATHER CASSO: Thank you, Mi*s. Ramirez,

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Our next wiitness is Mr., Cano.

MR, CANO: Mr. Chelirman and Members of the Commis-

My topic is the Disenfranchisment and Negative Image.
The Mexican-American has been denied poli‘.::ical par-
jcipation on mumerous levels In the State of California., Omne
of the most critical determinant factors in the assimilation
of the Mexican-imerican into the mainstream of the political
arena is access to the entry level of polities, election to
city office.

With a population of 111,000, 86 per cent of which
is Mexican-American, the unincorporated area of East los

Angeles is a singular case in point,
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The lLos Angeles County Board of Supervisors is the
Jurisdictional agency of Bast Los Angeles, and, in effect,

comprises the City Council, the Mayor®s office and the Human

Relations Coemission for the area. All this om top of the
operational duties for the entire County of Los Angeles.

There are no HexicaneAmerican supervisors.

Thus, the Mexican-American population of East Losv
Angeles iz truly disenfranchised, the entry to political
participation is closed. And, considering the obstacles con-
fronting the Mexican-American who aspires to public office,
this consideration is a major one, with far-reaching implica-
tions for the Mexican—-American population across the state.

The problem of lack of incorporation is a local one,
true encugh. It cammot be dealt with on the state level., But
something can be done to offset the situatiom in order that
the MMrim can participate in the decision making.

The Mexican-American population in the State of
California has been effectively deterred from the capabilities
for bloec voting, through dividing the barrio into several
different districts, each a part of a larger and more ethnicalw
1y diverse district. '

Taking this into consideration, along with the pre-
viously described socio—sconomic deterrants encountered by the
aspiring Chicano politician, it becomes eminently clear that
without massive refornm the level of participation will either ,
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l: or remein constant.

|

A solution? Perhaps.

: East Los Angeles, again only an example, could per=

° aps be diverted in ite entirety to one Assembly District, or

¢ i Congressional District, thus at least opening up the pos-

: I biiity of a Chicanc successfully campaigning for public of-
.isa.

T

8 Let us now address ourselves to the guestion of

9 | e

0 In seeking political representation, the MHexican—

. pmerican is handicapped from successfully geining any office

12 scause of the image he is saddled with from birth. The

%-m sh surname immediately brings forth a stereotyped image

el o nost of the voting white majority that helps to defeat any

5 } ndidate at the local, state, county or even congressional

6 evel of elective office.

- Most of this is due to the negative, stereotyped

18 fmage as depicted in the movies, radio, televigion and the

o F inted mass media.

20 In his paper, "How Advertisers Promote Racism,"
ptanford Professor Thomas Martinez detailed how this misinfore

2]

25 ation that 1s carried to the public leads to a misconception

o3 f what a Mexican-American is and how he acts.

04 TV commercials and magazine advertisments of the

o5 type referred to symbolically reaffirm the inferior social
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status of Mexicans and the Mexican-imerican in theeyes of the

pudience. Exaggerated Mexican racial and cultural character-
istics, together with some ocutright misconceptions concerning
heir way of life, suggest to the audience that "such pecple"
s comical, lazy, and thieving, who want what the Anglos can
have by virtue of the supposedly Anglo superior taste and
culture.

Some advertisers are creating, in many cases, un-
favorable raclal and cultural stereotypes in minds that pre-
viously did not harbor them. Add to this the power of sugges-

ion and the feeling of superiority that is aroused when
enother group is portrayed as inferior. Then the result of
such an insidious combination of forces might be the expecta-.
tion, sprinkied with some desire, of perceiving the ethnic

proup as having many inferior traits, the worst one being that
they are what they are." Vhether or not this prejudice was
subliminal or environmental, learned through advertising or
parents, the effect is similar, Even less prejudiced parents
e not equipped to counter the steady and subtle bombardment
bt prejudicial suggestions that advertisers conveniently com—
nicate to the children, who carry these imeges of an ethnic
group through their lives, and into the voting booths., These
g me advertisers would not attempt to display a Black man or

wwoman over the mass media in a prejudiced, stereotyped fashion

et these same advertisers dare to transfer these carica'h:res.
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upon the Mexican-Americans,

The movie industry through the years haz depicted
the psople of Indo-Hispanic background, as powerless and ine-
conpstent, Often theoy are depicted at the bottom of the
econonic ladder, in demsaning, sbusive and umrealistic roles
who usually can't even speak the English language. They do
this umder the guise that the role has to be believed by the
public who attend these movies, but the time has come to ques-
tion whether the public believes all Mexicans are cast in thess
roles in real life, or whether the movies have led the public
to believe this., If the industry can't cast a young, good
locking articulate Mexican-American in the role of a college
professor who is also President of the second largest school

board in the United States, reasoning that "It imn't believabla®,

we have only to produce Dr, Julian Nava, a professor at the
San Fernando Valley State College who is President of the los
Angeles Board of Education. Roles in movies can be based on
fact, because real life can produce these people, but the
movies do not depict them on the screen.

The caricature of the Indo-Hispanic crested by

television and movies has had an adverse effect on the Mexican-

American child.,

Dr, Martinez, in the Department of Soclology at
Stanford University, had 12 Chicano childrem ranging in ages
from 9 to 10 drew pictures of themselves, Eleven of the twelvs
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o gres. When Dr, Martinez had these same children drew a .

acter with a big moustache, a sombrero, and a dirty un- -
gven face. This would lead one to believe that even a
can-American would heve difficulty voting for someone
like that", to represent the public in office, because "he

Add to this the fact that every city councll at the

local level has to have balance because, '"We already have one
. | exican-American to serve thelr interests® is never equated
7ith "We already have one businessmsn to represent their in-
erests", which sets up a double standard when voting for
¢ office,

In his paper presented to the AAAA Southwest Council

lexicans as benign, shiftless, sweet peasant-type people, vho

8 devout and trustworthy; but other portrayals in the organs

bf mass medla depict the Mexicans as wvillainous characters wi
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shifty eyes and criminal proclivities.”
| There ars some gains being made in the mass media,
Some Los Angeles nswspapers ln recent years have begun to
carry articles on the problems, programs and successful I*Iaxiga:
Americens in front page articles that are highly read by the
publiec,
And KNBC, Channsl 4, which covers & mass area from
Santa Barbara to San Diego, is doing something positive in the
employment fileld and helping to improve the image of the
Mexican commmity. They were the first station in the nation
to ban the "Frito Bandito" advertising in both local end net-
work advertising, Their minority population during the last
year averaged over 20 per cent of their employees, as a result
of an active affirmative action program. KABC in lLos Angeles
recently promoted a Mexican-American as Director ¢f Employ-
ment. The Anmerican Broadecasting Company and KNXT have also
instigated some minority recruitment programs., This is one
of the keys to the broadcast and print media, to have repre-
sentation of the minority commmity as employees working for
the television, movies, radioc and print media so that a firm
can be aware of attitudes and projects within the commmity.
In that way the programming, advertising and news coverage on
television, the feature storys in the print media and the

scripts for movies can reflect the life style and proper image
of the Mexican-American,

b Y
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The gquestion of image as depicted in the mass media,
has become an important project in the los Angeles area., In-
dividuals are attempting to improve that image by changing the
inferior roles as they have been portrayed in movies and tele-
vision,

Foremost among these are Ray Andrade, Ricado Montalbgn,

as well as Bill Dann, who gave up & stereotyed character role
he had been famous for,

In conclusion, let me paint a picture in your minds
of the inevitable evenuality that will take place, and does
take place, with frightening regularity even now.

Citizen "X" walks into the polling booth and sees
the two candidates, one with typical Anglo stumame such as
Jones, naturally flanked by the magic word inoumbent, the
other a Spanish surname such as Lopez. Now, imagine the
pictures thet flash in the voter's mind.

Jones, hmmmmm, positive, intelligent, witty, re-
spectable, competent, he will protect my interests, responsi-
ble, has credibility and commections, politically astute,
sophisticated.

lopez, no hesitation, lazy, incompetent, is using
ethnic background to gain acceptance, not relying on personal
qualifications, irresponsible, militant, couldn't possibly
protect my interests, not too smart.

Automatically, almost reflexively, Citizen "X" m}’

|
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the card next to the incumbent Mr. Jones. He walks out
thinking he has contributed to the "best of all possible

orlds,"
And, once again, the door to political participation
for the Lopez's of California, indeed of the nation, is sum-

P

‘m ily and irrevocably shut.
Thank you.

=)

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Any questions from the Board?

0)

FATHER CASSO: No.

0

MR. GLICK: No.

=
Qo

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Our next speaker is Sid Molina.
MR. MOLINA: I work for the City of Los Angeles. I

& B £

m sorry, but we Just flew in a little while ago. The reason

’.E

hy 1 came was I was very, very disgusted, first, you talk

ot
13

|
|
|
}i MR. GABOURIE: No.
|
:
|
}

about representation of the Mexican-American. VWhat is this

ommission really going to do for the Mexican-American?
17

l You say you want the Mexican-Americans involved in

o
(1]

politics. Ve have a fellow who flew in with us today. His

19
hame is Dave Boubion . He is rmning for the School Boerd.
20

{t tried to get an endorsement from some other groups. This

B

s the slate they have already put up. They told him point
blank, "No, you cannot rum for this office.” He must run
egainst another Mexican-Anmerican,

No. 2, wvhen we talk about the Mexican-American in-

8 & 8 B
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volvement in organized labor--I will give an example, myself,

I have been involved in labor since I was 18 years old. Iam.
36 years old, I was the first Mexican-iAmerican to bust up
General Motors. This was back in 1952. I am now & delegate.
to the Federation of Labor,

About four years ago I had a big runiim with -the
Federation of Labor because I hollered at them &nd pointed out
where are the Mexican-Americans that are supposed tc be in the
top offices of organized labor. They said they didn't have
any gualified Mexicans, I said, "Sure we do, we have plenty
of Mexicans." So all of a sudden they orgenized the Mexican-
Anmeriean Council, This is when somre of us were very disgusted
and we organized another organization called the Mexican-
Americen labor Council. Due to the pressure ws put out, we
got ons Mexican to work with the Federation of labor and his
name 1s RudycHermeindesy:.nnoon

If you want to really help the Mexican-American,
let's incorporate the rest of East Los Angeles into the City of
los Angeles. Many of the politicians are out there talking
to some of the so~called Mexican leaders end telling them point
blank you could incorporate and have your own little city.
This is a mockery. We know the Mexlican-imerican will never be
able to incorporate East lLos Angeles into a city for themselves

because this is impossible.
Now. No. 2, we have the Federation of Labor and ,
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other labor orgenizations that turn around and golagainst the
;¢ raneAmerican commmity when they wanted to incorporate
2tjntothereatotm!:1tyufhsnnge1es. The only thing
s L feel, and I have been involved in politics, like I say, for
¢ 1 long time, if you want to help the Mexican-imerican, let's
° incorporate the rest of East Los Angeles...Thea you taw.give
° ‘ couple of councilmmtic seats to them, a couple of Assenbly
7'!:3, a couple of Congressmen and not Just go around and tell
® l hem we are going to cut up a couple of. specisl. disiricts for
? o

v This 1s what disgusts me and I came down today to
- Find cut that part of the 48th Assembly District will be

12 nopped up, We have Highland Park now where Mr, Sillas lives
' ] nd I live down thers. Half of that area will go into the
14 th Assembly District and the other half will go in the

® k Oth. 7You are talking about Lincoln Heights and El Cerito

* ﬁ.llgo into the 40th.

o If you are trying to help a Mexican-American, heip
" him, Don't take things away from him. You have Lincoln

19 eights, you have EL Cerito, you have Cypress Park, you have
20 sgion Valley and you have part of that area vhich is very

. {- savy Mexican-American, They say go into the Silver lake

= Pistrict and you find that you have many people from South

23
{- merican in that district. You go into the area of Holywood
28

and you find many Cubans living in that erea. Why turn around
25
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and try and cut a district like this in half to secure it for
one Mexican=-iAmerican in the district. You are not helping .
the people in the coomaumity. Vhen you do have some Mexican-
Americens who are gualified and you try and run them for of-
fice, they try to go on their own, The first thing Democrats
or Republicans will do, they will pay a Mexican fellow a cer-
tain amount of money so he can run and pay his filing fees,
get him to run, then send him on a trip and Just put out a
couple of bumper stickers. This has been done in the past
and I guess it will always be done.

I think the time has coms for some of the other
Mexican-Americans in the commmity and some of our so-called
Headers to really speak out on this thing. Nwisthetimero'
he Democratic Party in this day and age right now to try and
help us and really try and give us our place in the sun.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Thank you,

For the record, wvritten reports have been submitted
and will be received from Senator Alan Cranston and Congressmen
Bd Royball , It is anticipated written reports will be coming
from Alex Presia , I aiso want to indicate for the record that
omtact was made with the Governor's office and with the State
Demccratic Central Committee to have representatives here to
speak on behalf of both of those offices. Both offices de—
lined to appear., '
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One of the things that occurred yesterday was a re-
quest by the steff to obtain information pertaining to the
mmber of Fexicasn-Americans presently employed by the legis-
latwre,

Mr. Erickson, do you have a report on that?

MR, ERICKSON: My name is Charles Erickson., I am a
staff member of the Westerm Ragional Office of the United
States Commission on Civil Rights,

Yee, Mr, Chairman, I went to both the Assembly Per-
sonnel Office and the Senate Personnel Cffice on several oc-
casions today and explained to the persons with vhom I was
able to speak there that the Commitiee was interested in some
sort of a general explanation of the over-all persomnsl prace—
tices of ths perticular offices. Neither the Senate or the
Assenmbly persommel offices would give me any statement or have
anybody come and appear before this Committes.

Ones, Mr. C. Ed Olson, Executive Officer of the Rules
Committee for the Senate, stated the policy which I would have
to follow if I wanted somsons to come beforse this group and
make an informal statement or Just to inform the Committee.
He said I should make a request to the Rules Committes end thaj
it must approve it before he could explain the procsdures,
general mechanical procedures, of the persommel department.
He said, "Submit it in writing and you will have an answer in

due course.”
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h personnel officer there., He stated that—-I started going :Ln.
pt 10 this morning and I think I made the last attempt this
pfternoon—-he stated he didn't think he could get anybody tc

S
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On the Assembly side I talked to Fr., Fred Tower,

ome up for five minutes and explain this,
Thank you.
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you.
That will conclude this session pertaining to the

astion of political representation of the Mexican-iAmerican,

ript has been reduced to writing, of submitting e report. It
111 be made available to all legislators and members of the
public, this report basically being senit to the U, S. Civil .

ghts Commission.

In summary, let me say it has become apparent to
sveryone here that we have an extreme situation in the State
California pertaining to representation of the Mexican-
hmerican, This lack of representation obviously is briiging
pri other ills in the state pertaining to education, commmity
elations, employment, economics. Faced with that, the

ality is, as stated by several witnesses, that reappoz'tion;

umbent. This is a reality that obviously the state is going
o have to deal with this coming year. All we can do as a

ommittee is to recommend those things we think will bring
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2

We hope the recommendations we will submit will be
3

19 very serliously by the legisiators. We fear that it
4 —
they are not there will be litigation pertaining to this mat-

[» ]

ter. We also fear that probably that litigation is not going
J

o be enough £o cause other people to become completely satis-
7

i" and that their frustration will be of such a natwre it
B8
illbemydiﬁ!iculttoallowthemtoconﬁmtobelieve in
9
b political system.
10

-Unless there is anything further from the Cormittee
'hi“‘ that iB m I have.

11
12

FATHER CASSO: I want the record to reflect appre-
13

iation to the staff for the preparation that went into this
- i‘ﬂg.

Secondly, I would move that the Advisory have some-

"

15

5

wne attmdthehearing on the 31st of January in order to come

p with a written report on the supposed police brutality

18
sesthattheywﬂlbebrmgingtobear.-

19

o MR. GABOURIE: I second the motiom.
2

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: There is a motion that representa-

&

8

ives of the Advisory Committee attend the hearing on Jamuary
51

&

I am just reminded by legal counsel we don't have a
24

puorum here to vote on it,
25
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FATHER CASSO: I will submit it as a request.

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: It will be accepted as such, .

I want the record to reflect the appreciation of
this Committee to Mr. Joe Hernandez from the staff, Senator
Dymally's office for the tremendous assistance they have given
us throughout thess two days, first,in obtaining this room for
us, secandly, for the mmercus coffee: they have provided for
us, and for the statements provided to us by the various
speakers. ’

MR, GABOURIE: Mr. Chairmen, I would suggest Father
Casso's motion be put in written form and sent to all members
of the Advisory Committes along with a stamped:Teturn envelcpe
for their vote to be returmed it. I think it is s very good
motion. .

CHATRMAN SILLAS: I don't think we have time. We
will jJust give them a call and get them to that meeting.

This Committes now stands adjourned,

(Thereupon, at 5:55 o'clock p.m., the Committee
stood adjourned.)
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