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RE;jf 
t.l - 1 

1 CHAIRMAN 

P R O C E E D I N G S 

SILLAS: All right. 

2 We are now reconvening the State Advisory Commit-

0 3 tee, u. s. Commission on Civil Rights on this day, Januai:y 

4 22, on the problem of political representation of the Mexi-

e. can-Americans in the State of California. 

6 Our first scheduled witness is Miss Sally James, 

7· Consultant to the u. S. Civil Rights Canmission. 

8. Miss James, will you state your name and occupa-

9 tion, please? 

10 MISS JAMES: My name is Sally James, and I am a 

11 consultant to the u. s. Commission on Civil Rights. 

12 Essentially, what I want to present is a vei:y brief 

0 

0 U summary .of a staff report which I compiled. The major data 

14 for this report is from the 19 70 California Roster of Federal, 

m State, county and City Officials. 

16 Using the 1970 roster, which is, by the way, com-

17 piled with the cooperation of all of these levels of govern­

JS ment, we tabulated that out of 15,650 offices, both elected 

19 and appointed, 310, or 1.89 per cent were Mexcian-American. 

20 We made a special effort after tabulating the 

21 Spanish surname based on the 1970 census list of Spanish sur-

22 names to eliminate those names which might be other than 

II Mexican-American, and to identify, if possible, Mexican-

ricans who did not have Spanish surnames, so that we are 

as 
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2 talking specifically about that population, and not the lar­

ger Spanish-aurnaa population . 
I. 

This finding is depicted on this chart over here• l 

in two ways: by the numbers of the --0 
a 

Maybe I should go up here. ' 
8 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Brooks, would you assist 
e 

James in doing these charts, since you brought them up., 
i th you in the elevator? 

8 
MISS JAMES: 'l'hese are really two of the same

• ings. 
1D 

'The only point I wanted to make is that we broke 
D 

•t dawn here for different levels of government, starting 
D 

ith the federal elected and appointed. But this is mainly 

e legislation and judiciary. 

We did not go into high Civil Service at the fed­
11 

level. 

The State legislators and their advisors, the exe­

officers here, and this includes some high-level Civil 

ervice in addition to appointed and accepted positions; all 

f the state boards and commissions and advisories thro)lgh-

ut the State, which are generally appointed by the Gover­

or's office, or by the State Legislature, or by high Civil 

0 

• 
And then the combined city and county government . 

And then the total picture of this is reflected 

25 I 
f 
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3 in this chart, that the Mexican-American population, accord-

ling to our estimates for 1970, is nearly 12 per cent of the 

2 population. 

BOW'ever, at all le1rels of government, they only0 
s 

4 represent that per cent (indicating). 

5 MR. GLICK: Woudd you state that percentage? 

6 MISS JAMES: One point nine eight . 

., 
MR. GLICK: Thank you. 

8 MISS JAMES: In addition, in the back cf:.the ros­

9 is a list of 40 top state officials for evei:y 

10 the Union. 

11 Essentially, how California represents itself as 

12 other states and the nation, there are no M.exican-Ameri­

·o 1S among those top 40 state officials. 

14 At the federal level, legislature, judges, mar­

1D commissioners, u. s. attorneys and their assistants, 

16 ere are 525 offices specifically serving Californiansr 

17 or 1.33 per cent of these are Mexican-Americans. 

18 At the state level in the Legislature, there are 

seats. 'I'wo of these, as of the November election, 1970,19 

Mexican-American.20 

And I should point out that this data does not21 

o. fleet the results of the November election. 

In the State Judiciaey there are 132 positions. 

Mexican-American. 

25 
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In the executive branch of the state government, 

• 1 including the boards, commissions, and advisories, there are 

2 4,023 positions. Sixty, or 1.4 per cent of these, are filled 

s by Mexican-Americans. 

At the county and city level there are 10,907 

offices. 241 of these are filled by Mexican-Americans, 2.2 

6. per cent. 

7 Despite the fact that most Mexican-Americans live 

s. in urban areas, their representation on the average decreases 

9 as the size of the city increases. 

Los Angeles, for example, has no Mexican-American 

in a top elected and appointed position.11 
12 San Francisco, on the other hand, which is not 

included in our 18 counties of the highest density of Mexi-13 

14 can-Americans, does have one city councilman who is Mexican-

erican. 

In 18 selected counties , which we estimate to have16 

over 90 per cent of the Mexican-American population, there17 

are 3,806 elected and appointed of£ices. 125 of these offi-18 

s are held by Mexican-Americans, or 3.2 per cent.19 

Now, the last chart, we didn't list all 18 counties. 

the 12 counties that have three per cent or less 

epresentation.
0 22 

In the paper itself all 18 counties are listed, so23 

ou can see the total breakdown there, but these are the 12
24 

21 
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5 at are three p•r cent or less, and have a relatively high 

l 
rcentage of schoolchildren that are Mexican-American and 

I 
in their schools. 

Since there were no figures on breakdO(,,ln by coun­0 
I 

nwm.,ers of Mexican-Americans or Spanish surnames ' 
I 

:vailable from the u. s. Census, or from the state govern­

8 nt, we used the State Department of Education school fig­., 
for 1970 to get an estimate of where the Mexican-Ameri-

8 are. 

I 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: You are going to introduce a 

lO the report as a part of your record? 

11 
MISS JAMES: Right. 

11 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right. 

ll0 Would you just quickly check on the· 1970 register 

14 hether the Board ofAgriculture, Dr. Bravo·, is listed? 

11 MISS JAMES·: Yes, he is. 

ll CHAIRMAN SILLAS: So that figure would even be 

17 since he testified yesterday he is no longer on 

l8 at board. 

19 MISS JAMES: Right. And since I wrote the report, 

20 people in addition to the staff I was working with have 

21 dentified several other people who were Spanish surnames 

0 22 at are not Mexican-American, so I would say that there's 

21 robably even with the cl.98 per cent, it might ·Leven be less 

2' an that. 

25 
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Legal0 
4 

g 

Fund. 

& 

8 tion? 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Any other questions? 

Thank you very much, Miss James. 

The next scheduled witness is Mr. Joe Ortega, Chief 

Counsel, Mexican-American Legal Defense and E.ducation 

Mr. Ortega, will you state your name and occupa­

I understand you have a paper to present, also. 

MR. ORTEGA: That ~s right. 

My name is Joe Ortega. I am an attorney with the 

9 1exican-American Legal Defense and Education Fund. 

10 As you might knCM, this is a nationwide organiza-

ll ion which seeks to alleviate some of the problems -- econo-

12 •c, social and legal problems of the Mexican-American by 
( 

13 e use of the legal process. 

lA I specifically represent the Los Angeles Office of 

m organization .. 

18 Gentlemen, I had hoped to spend this last week pre­

for this presentation, because of the importance of 

is hearing, and also because I wanted to be able to repre­

our office well. 

Unfortunately, I didn't prepare very ~ell. I 

dn't prepare very well, gentlemen, because I have been very 

22 usy this last week. I have been busy meeting with a variety 

23 f people about certain situations that have arisen in Los 

24 geles, of which I am sure you are well aware. 

25 

0 



7 on August the 29th of last year there was a par­

1 
ade and an assembly which ended in the deaths of three men 

2 
and the injuries of scores of people, and the arrests of 

hundreds.0 3 

4 
Subsequently, about two weeks later, on the 16th 

5 of September, there was another gathering of a lot of Chi­

6 canos, and that, too, unfortunately, ended in scores of .,. 
injuries and scores of arrests. 

8. Last week, on January the 9th, one week, there was 

9 another demonstration, another gathering of Chicanos that 

10 again ended in scores of injuries, scores of arrests, and 

11 this time a lot of property damage, not only to the Chicano 

12 community, but a lot of property damage to downtown Los 

0 11 Angeles. 

14 Another gathering is scheduled for the 31st of 

15 this month, a gathering that has been characterized by people 

16 from the Police Department and people from the organizers as 

17 a possibility of a real bloodbath. 

18 Gentlemen, I have been busy this past week, instead 

19 of preparing for this hearing, trying to get people together 

20 to seek to avoid a bloodbath this next weekend. 

21 And I am telling you, all of this, not as apologi·z-

0 12 ing for not being well prepared, but. I think because these 

• incidents and whatever happens on the 31st is very relevant 

ZI to what you gentlemen are discussing here today, because I 
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8 think that when we have people gathering together in the 
1 

streets for the purpose of bringing attention-to their1 prob-
a 

lems and pe:r:haps -- and that gathering ends up in violence, 

:r think that shows that those people have reached the last0 
a 

'· level of frustration. '!'hey have reached the level of frus­
IS 

tration in regard to their power, or their lack of pa..,er in 
8 

e political sphere . ., 
That is why I think your hearings here today are 

8 
very important, because if we are going to avoid 

I 
rouble, and not only police confrontations and violence, 

10 
ut to avoid any kind of trouble, we must give the Mexican­

11 
as well as all minority groups, a real say in the 

22 
system~ a real voice in the government that gov­

JI 
them. 

M 
The courts and the lawyers who deal in the courts 

m 
courts have long recognized that the political inequi­

18 
result in inequitiea in all fields. 

For example, in the case of Casenvera vs. Morgan, 

Supreme Courtsa.id: PDebasement or dilution of a minor-
19 

ty group, or a class voting strength, may, and in fact does, 
IO 

ead to unequal treatment in govemmental services, such as 

21 
ublic schools, public housing, and law enforcement. 11 

0 82 
And that is precisely what I am saying. The prob-

13 ems of law enforcement, the problems of our public schools, 

24 e problems of public housing, and all of the economic and 

25 

https://Courtsa.id


5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

. . d th . 2QO
9 soci a1 prob1ems that the Mexican-American an o er minority 

1· 
groups face are indeed problems of political representation. 

2 
But despite the commands and enunciations of the 

Supreme Court and other courts, and despite the lawsuitso. s 

4 that our office and other similar offices might bring, there 

is in fact great debasement and dilution in the vote of the 

6 Mexican-American in California. 

7 One case in particular that our office is partici­

8 is entitled Calderon vs. the City of Los Angeles. 

9 e case is now pending before the State Supreme Court. 

In that case we have pointed out the great inequi-

11 ties which we feel exist in the reapportionment scheme of the 

12 Los .Angeles City Council. 

0 13 Basically there are two factors in the scheme of 

lA apportioning the councilmatic districts, which work to weaken 

and even negate the Mexican-American vote in Los Angeles 

16 ity. 

17 ~he apportionment of the councilmatic districts 

18 is done on the basis of registered votes. That means that 

19 e distribution is carried out so that, essentially -- or 

tis intended that each district have approximately ·the 

0 22 a just and equitable way to do things, and it would be 

23 perfectly good system, if that were so. 

But the fact is that registered voters and 
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• 
D 

• 

populations are not the same thing. 'l'he fact is that in 

1 some districts people register in far greater percentages 

2 than in other districts, and I think you can guess which 

S districts those are. 

4 In the Mexican-American areas, because of, among 

5 other things, lack of education, lack of sufficient command 

6 of the English language, and lack of a familiarity and a 

7· competence in the political system, the people do not regis-

8. ter to vote in the same percentages as they do in other areas. 

9 The results of the apportionment on a voter regis-

10 tratj.on system are ~lari_ng. 

11 For example, the Ninth Councilmatic District, which 

12 is primarily in the East Los Angeles area, which has vast 

13 numbers of Mexican-Americans, or the census people call them 

14 Spanish-surnamed persons, in that district, the Ninth Coun-

15 cilmatic District, there were 260,000 persons in it. 

16 On the other hand, the Fifth Councilmatic District, 

1'1 which includes West Los Angeles, Westwood, and Bel Air, which 

18 is almost entirely all white, had 162,000 people. There's a 

19 difference of 100,000 people between the Mexican-American 

20 district, or the district that has most of the Mexican-Ameri-

21 cans, and the Bel Air-Westwood district, 100,000 population 

22 difference. 

It seems to me this not only violates the principles 

a& of the one man, one vote rule, which the Supreme Court has 

0 
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11 nunciated, but it really makes the Mexican-American mthing 
1 

a second-class citizen. 
I 

The second-class citizen, because if he is under­
a

-0 presented in City Hall, he does in fact receive poor gove~-

• 
ntal services, which .in turn, as I indicated, keep him 

I 
rom getting the proper skills and the proper economic well­

eing to be able to register to vote, so that the thing 
7' 

perpetuating system. 
8 

If you deny the group the services which will 
I 

able him to become more educated, to have greater economic 

ell-being, and to have reason to have greater faith in the 
11 

system, he will not register to vote in the same 
u 

..0 
frequency that other people do. 

u 
Consequently, his vote continues to get debased 

more. 

The other problem with the districting in Los 

eles is the gerrymandering. The Calderon suit does not 
1'1 

mention this fact, but we mention it, because 
l8 

t compounds the problem of reapportionment on the registered 
19 

voter basis. 

The u. s. Census graphs show that in fact there is 
21 

a large concent~ation of Mexican-Americans in a relatively 
220 small area in Los Angeles, the East and Northeast area of 

Los Angeles. There is a very, ve?l' great concentration of 

Mexican-Americans. 
26 



12 This area, however, under the councilmatic scheme, 

• l is split up into three councilmatic districts. The Mexican-

a Americans are not all in that one district. They are spread 

·o Sin the Ninth, Thirteenth and Fourteenth District. 

4 And I think that it is clear that that is why, 

8 even though the Mexican-American comprises about 15 per cent 

6 of the population in the City of Los Angeles, there are no 

7 Mexican-Americans on the CityCouncil. 

8 There is no Mexican-American elected official on 

9 the City Council, even though we comprise 15 per cent of 

10 the population. 

11 Gentlemen, I think I came up here to give these 

12 figures to you and these thoughts because I hope that the 

18 State Legislature and other groups will see that it is abso-

14 lutely necessary that if we are to really give the Mexican­

us erican and all of our citizens the right to participate 

16 the Democratic system, which in turn is more than 

17 a philosophical framework, but a real example of being 

18 le to get an eooncfihi.c base, get an education so that you 

19 not second-class, but first-class citizens, people who 

20 able to participate fully and enjoy the full system, 

21 think if we realize this is what we have to do -- and I 

o. 22 and I know you gentlemen will realize this is what has 

• done, that the Legislature and City Councils through-

24 ut the State will earnestly and positively do something 

25 
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13 to give all of us an equal vote. 

l 'l'hanlt ycu. 

2 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Ortega. 

Mr. Gabourie?

0 
3 

MR. GABOURIE: Yes. Mr. Ortega, do you know whe-4 

t; ther there is a move afoot to dissolve all of the council-

6 matic districts in the City of Los Angeles, and the result 

7· of this would make the councilman be a councilman at large, 

a. which would further dilute the representations of the Mexi-

9 can-American canmunity? 

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, I have heard about that.10 

MR. GABOURIE: Is your organization doing somethingIi 

to keep them from dissolving the districts, specifically?12 

MR. ORTEGA: No.·o u 
MR. GABOURIE: Further, let me ask you this: WouldlA 

that case, the Calderon case, do you think that case would18 

be a stopper to that?16 

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, I think the election of repre-17 

JS sentatives at large has been held to be in some cases proper, 

·1egally proper, but when it acts as we believe it does --19 

and there are many, many cases on it -- but when it acts to20 

delete a definite class vote, then it is illegal, and I 

0 
21 

think it would be in a case like Los Angeles.22 

What the Court has said from some of the casesa 
that we have looked at is that the Legislature can use any24 

25 



14 scheme it wants to to elect and to district officials. It 

0 -.. ·--· -

(_ 

2 

0 

l cannot do it when the results are great.inequities to any 

e given group. 

A1lJ1 the groups !~---~• ~~ing about are groups that 

definite interests and which need representation. 

MR. GABOURIE: Thank you. 

CHAl:RMAN SILLAS: Pather Casso? ., 
REV. CASSO: The decision for the council lines 

8 n Bast Los Angeles are made up here by the Legislature, 

I . Ortega, are they not? 

10 
MR. OR'l'EGA: That is the function of the City. It 

D. City Charter, the City of Los Angeles. 

:II 
REV. CASSO: So it is a city decision, rather than 

JI stat:e decision? 

M MR. ORTEGA: Yes, it is not a state decision. 

ll CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick. 

• MR. GLICK: Mr. Ortega, you mention one of the fac­

17 that tend to inhibit registration of Mexican-Americans 

18 the language issue. 

19 Do you think that Castro v. California, dealing 

20 language and voting, will have any effeet in removing 

21 is disability so that it will, therefore, contribute to 

12 ncreasing the number of registered voters? 

MR. OR1DEGA: I think that it will have a great 

2' ffect, for two reasons: 
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15 One is the fact that people who cannot register in 

1 English,because they don't have the facility, will be able 

2 to register. I don't know ha, many that will be, but I 

0 a think it will be some. 

4 But I think the second effect is the psychological 

& effect of saying that the Spanish-speaking have a right and 

6 duty to register to vote, and I think they will get greater 

7 confidence, and as I indicated, I think that is one of the 

8 problems that we have, lack of confidence. 
:.... - - .. ·- ·-

9 I think the Castro decision gives a little more 

10 confidence. 

u MR. GLICX: Is the Mexican-American Legal Defense 

11 Fund going to be active in any way in registration drives, 

0 

0 11 or have you decided that the new tax laws will prohibit you 

14 from doing so? 

llS MR. ORTEGA: Well, yes, we have decided that the 

l8 tax laws prohibit it. At this time we have a very small 

1'1 staff, and one would like to do a lot of things, and solve 

18 all of the problems, but we can only tackle one or two at a 

l9 time. 

ID MR. GLICK: Can you tell me under the Los Angeles 

11 ity Charter under what circumstances would a redrawing of 

II is:trict lines take place in the councilmatic districts? 

MR. ORTEGA: I am not sure I understand the ques-II 

8' ion. 

as 
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16 Could you --

1 MR. GLICK: Under what circumstances -- I mean, 

2 the councilmatic lines are not fixed forever. 

3 MR. ORTEGA: That is correct. 

4 MR. GLICK: What causes them to change? Do they 

6. change in accordance with the census every 10 years? 

6 MR. ORTEGA: Right. 

"I' MR. GLICK: Like the assembly district? 

8. MR. ORTEGA: Yes, that is correct. 
- .

9 MR. GLICK: I ···see. - Thank ·you. 

10 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: As I understand the Calderon 

11 case that you speak of, you are challenging the concept of 

12 the registered voters as being the criterion for determining 

13 the districts? 

14 MR. ORTEGA: That is correct. 

15 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: And that it should be on an 

16 actual resident number? 

17 MR. ORTEGA: Yes. We believe that the courts have 

18 ndicated that the districting must be done on a population 

20 

0 
21 Sometimes they use a scheme such as the number of 

22 the telephone book in any one district. Well, that 

• 
II oesn't necessarily represent the population. 

I think the courts have said that you have to have24 
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17 e number of people. 
1 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: You also indicated that the 
I 

egiat:ration of Mexican-American voters is lower than in 

ethnic groups --0 
a 

MR. ORTEGA: Yes, that is correct . ' 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: If you were to divide the dis­

I 
• 

ict based on population, and not on voter registration, 
'I 

e fact that the Chicano and Mexican-American does not 

• gister with as high of a percentage as other groups,

• that tend to also disenfranchise it? 

ID MR. ORTEGA: 'I am sorz:y, I don't follow the reason-

11 

ll CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Well, if the Mexican-American 

0 11 rcentage of registration is low --

K MR. ORTEGA: Yes? 

JI CHAIRMAN SILLAS: -- at the present tj.me the dis­

• are based on registration of voters, so that those 

1'1 at do register are counted. 

l8 MR. ORTEGA: That is correct . 

• CHAIRMAN SILLJ\S: As you pointed out, you have 

IO 00, 000 people in one district more than you do in another 

11 istrict, and that 100,000 does not vote or does.not regis-

0 • 
MR. ORTEGA: Yes?• 

IN CHAIRMAN SILLAS: If you were to base the district 

• 



18 on population alone, wouldn't the effect be that you are 

1 not really changing anything by that process? That what is 

2 really needed is the registration of voters, because, as I 

3 would envision it, the 100,000 people are not sitting in one:Q 
4 location1 I mean they are mixed in with registered voters. 

6 MR. ORTEGA: That is correct. 

8 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: So as you cut it up on the basis 

T of population, I have difficulty seeing how we increase the 

8 number of 

9 MR. ORTEGA: Well, perhaps I could illustrate it 

10 this way: 

11 On the basis of population, if it was decided 

12 that each district should have 100,000 people, the district 
( 

11 that had, say, 200,000, but only 100,000 registered, would 

14 then get two representatives. 

1& CHAIRMAN SILLAS: O.K. It is a little early this 

18 orning. 

17 Thank ._You very much, Mr. Ortega. 

18 MR. ORTEGA: Thank you. 

19 CHAIR!-1'.AN SILLAS: The next scheduled witness is 

20 ianuel Aragon. 

21 MR. ERICKSON: I don't think he has come in yet. 

22 dy To Var is here now. I think you can probably get him 

23 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right.24 

25 
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Mr. To Var, will you state your name and occu-

1 pation, please? 

2 MR. TO VAR: My full name is Andy To Var Gonzales. 

3 My occupation is a student at Sacramento State College, and 

4 I am working on a master's degree over there. 

8 The testimony I would like to present this morning 

6. is concerning the experience that I had in Fresno County as 

v· the director of a small poverty program in Mendota and Fire-

8. baugh. 

9 The points of view that I have are reflective of 

10 the Chicanos in that particular area, so you know, whatever 

U: I say when I mention Chicanos, I hope you don 1 t think I am 

12 talking about East L. A. 

18 In the first place, I have heard various people 

14 say that the Chicano is totally Democratic. I feel that 

15 this is totally incorrect. 

18 In the first place, the Chicano, from my personal 

17 le:.ll:"Perience, is a man who believed in what Roosevelt did, and 

l8 ho believed in the hopes and promises that John Kennedy 

19 resented. 

20 If these two people had been in the Republican 

21 arty, then we wou1d all be in the Republican Party. 

0 A friend of mine told me not to cut down the intel-22 

ll igence of the Chicanos, you know, because I registered over 

00 Raza during my two years out there, and when I asked81 

• 
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20 them what particular party they wanted to affiliate with, 

1 ome of them thought a moment and, you know, then I rattled 

I ff the various parties, and then they said, -Well, I want 

in the party that Kennedy is in."0 
4. And then some guys say, 11Well, what is the differ-., 
e And really, I had same problems at times, trying ., 
8 I would even challenge you gentlemen to try to 

• to some Chicano out there in the field, what differ­

nee does it make, you know, whether he registers in the 

ocratic or the Republican Party. Does it mean that he 

s going to get a better education for his family? Does it 

going to have more opportunity? I challenge 

know. 

You could come up with very few projects that have 

been started there making an impact with La Raza. 

I even had questions pertaining to "Bow much do 

e have to pay to register?.. And you know, this is going 

you know, as far as the poll tax and eveey-

But La Raza really hasn't been that turned on with 

·O you knew, as far as -- they are not up with it. 

• 
at I mean, they are not in tune with politics, because it 

as always been a rich man's game, and we were talking about 

2B 
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21 percentages and what have you, and, you kllOW', Mendota has got 

1 80 per cent Chicanos, but i 1:', has got a little less than 50 

2 per cant Chicano registration. 

0 s I talked to over 10 Chicanos in Mendota, asking 

4 them, encouraging them to run for office. And, you know, 

& there was a series of reasons why they couldn't r1m. Some 

6 of them were just beginning their businesses, and they were 

T fearful that their vote might jeopardize their business and 

8 their family's livelihoods. 

9 Some of them had -- d.id not feel that they were 

10 qJJ&lified, you .know. (Continues in Spanish.) 

u And rather than exposing or -- because they were 

12 so fearful that they would do an inadequate job, they pre­

0 lS ferred not to get involved, but yet with my experience in 

14 ity Council meetings and in board of trustee meetings, I 

11 hink that Chicanos are more than qualified to run for the 

16 offices. 

1'1 (Whe.J?8upon, Mr. To Var delivered a portion of his 

18 Spanish. ) 

19 But the thing is, we have never really been shewn, 

why should we get involved. I libok at the apathy,20 

21 r rather, at the indifference of Chicanos as far as why 

0 ey are not getting involved in politics, and ·the fact is 

at it is just as much of a responsibility of the Republican 

d the Democratic Party to make it worthwhile for the 

25 



22 Chicano to get involved. 

1 The Chicano may not knc:M what rules and what regu-• 
0 

2 lations and all of this other garbage, as far as -- pertain-

3 ing to politics, but doggone it, it isn't -- it isn't his 

4 fault. 

6 The fact is, like I said earlier, it is a rich 

6 man's game up to now, and therefore the Chicano has felt 

7· that he had no part in it. 

8 Gentlemen, this is basically what I have to say. 

9 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you. 

10· Mr. Gabourie? 

11 MR. GABOORIE: No questions. 

12 CHAIRMAN SILLAS; Father Casso? ~ u REV. CASSO: I will pass. 

14 CHJ\IRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick? 

15 MR. GLICK: Not at the moment. 

16 MR. TO VAR: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. I have a 

17 couple of ether canments, while you were asking your ques-

18 tions. 

19 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Oh, I am sorry. I thought you 

21 MR. TO VAR: I did say that, but I thought of 

22 omething else. 

•
0 

• CHAIRMAN SILLAS: O.K. Fine . 

24 MR. TO VAR: And this is with regard to the polling 

25 
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23 

l Yesterday I was here when a couple of comments 

I conceming speaking Spanish in the polling places. 

In fact, I don't know if you -- I assume you are0 
4 

I 

get a copy of my prepared statement which I will 

I e presenting -- will be giving to you, but in here I cite 

• e particular incident where I went to a polling place last 

'I primary and I saw a Chicano friend of mine, 

8 immediately one of the girls who is working there in the 

• olls said, am sorry, gentlemen, if you want to speakAI 

u you will have to go outside.n 

,n And this really keyed us up, because, you knat1, 

l2 all, she was feeling that we might be talking about 

·o 11 olitics, or I might be influencing him about his vote, but 

M is her ignorance, as far as her incapacity to knar what 

JI are talking about. 

J8 So I personally feel that if we are talking about 

1'1 ecommendations, that we should have some Chicanos on these 

JS olling places that can assist La Raza when they came in, 
-

the new interpretation of, you knOW', 

ID aving to be literate in the English language. 

2l I think if there is enough Chicanos in a particu-

0 22 ar precinct, that we should have La Raza working on this 

• articular precinct as well, because some of you may think 

is funny, but it is amazing, the attitudes of some of• t 

25 
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24 these people when they see a lot of browns coming in the 
1· 

room, you knc:1t1, to vote. They have a sneer, or, you know, 

2 
just their attitude is enough to turn us off, you know .. 

And I feel we have to have some Chicanos who care,0 
s 

4 
ou know, who are working there who can make La Raza feel 

5 
ell when they come in to vote. 

e 
Another thing is that the precinct places, most 

7 
of them are schools, because the buildings are available, 

8 
d this type of thing, but the Chicanos in general, what 

9 have found out, is that we are turned off with the state 

10 system as well. 

u The Chicanos don't come to school for PTA meetings. 

12 The only reason that the Chicanos come to school 

13 is when they have to come over there to talk to the princi-

u al about their kid that got in trouble. 

18 And here again, you knoo, the teachers say,. "Why 

18 can't we get the Chicanos to come to school?" 

1'1 ivh.at has happened is that the Chicanos do want an 

18 for their kid, but the thing is that the educa­

19 ·onal system is not doing one hell of a lot for the Chica-

20 

21 So you know, you -- there really is very little 

·O 22 ommunication between the parent and the child. 

• For example, both of my parents are illiterate. 

24 ey wanted me to continue going to school, and you know, 

25 
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25 when I came back with my grades, the As and the Bs, and this 

1 type of thing, they were proud in a way, but, you know, they 

2 didn't really know what it meant. 

3 (Whereupon, Mr. To Var gave a portion of his speech

0 
4 in Spanish.) 

15 And you know, so it was this type of encouragement 

6 that it received, but it wasn't anything from the school 

7· system itself. I had one hell of an inferiority complex 

e. going thi:ough high school, because I thought all Chicanos 

9 were bad. 

And you knOW', with all of these TV commercials and 

U: everything else playing down the Chicano, and with the his-

12 tory and all of the other classes., you know, totally ignor-

13 'ing La Raza and the part that we had to play in this parti-

1' cular heritage of the Southwest. 

u You know, we have been deprived of this, and all 

16 of these things I feel are part of what has contributed to 

turning off the Chicanos all of the way around.17 

We look at their educational attainment. It isn'tJ8 

the Chicano, that he has been indifferent toward education.19 

It is that education has been indifferent ta«ards the Chi­20 

ll cano. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Let me ask: If we were to say0 22 

to you, go to the areas you are speaking of. and get people21 

involved~ the Chicano, involved in the process of registra-81 
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26 tion, the process of participating in the pol'itical arena, 

1 could be done? 

I Assud.ng money is not an object, and assuming you 

a how would you go about it? What steps would you.o 
MR. TO VAR: Well, first of all, let me say that 

e ran Chicanos for City Council, for board of trustees in 

primary of last year. 

We ran a Chicano for the Supervisor of Fresno 

and money was really an object here. 

• 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Well, assuming you have money, 

do we get to the people that you are describing, a per­

that is not in any way involved in our political life? 

What are the first steps that you take to get them 

MR. TO VAR: Well, let me say this: We did conduct 

gistration drives, and we did, you know, many of these 

The Chicano that we ran for Supervisor had the 

support of La Raza up there, but the thing is, you 

for the first time -- we even had people who had come 

ut of prison,but coulon't vote because they had been 

0 eprived of this privilege, but doggone it, every single 

• 
eekend they were out there putting up posters for this man. 

were turned on. They said, for the first time in my 

25 
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27 life I found somebody that I can really relate to, you know. 

l We found -- (continued in Spanish). 

2 We had -- we did have the cooperation of the Chi-

S cano media, but, you know, still because of the Federal Com-0 
4 munications, you knOW", they had to charge to get our adver­

e tisement on there, but we had very little publicity of get-
~ 

6 ting to the -- say -- middle class, the liberal -- and hope-

"I fully, there are some out there -- to really demonstrate 

8 the capacity and the potential and the concern, you knew, 

9 Raza. 

10 Up until now we hadn 1 t -- the only place we have 

11 Chicanos a.re out in the field. So you know, we do not 

the vote at this time. Not when we are talking about 

0 US resno County, anyway. Maybe in East L. A., this type of 

14 ing, yes, but out there we do not bave the percentages to 

election, so the only thing is that we are going to 

candidate, say, to the liberal, you know,16 

o the white who has been having this stereotype. We are 

have to change that. 

We are going to have to change, you know -- we are 

to have to start presenting educational programs to 

0 
e schools, so that the children going through can have a 

etter image, self-image of themselves.22 

I think the responsibility also has to be on the 

24 
dia.. They have got to take positive steps so that La Raza 

25 
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28 can look at themselves in a vexy positive sense, and once 

l we start building our c,wn self-image, and people around us 

2 start looking at C!h•cChicano as a person who is capable of 

3 having intelligence, you know, then can we start getting
0 

4 into, you know, winning the elections . 

5 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you very much. 

6. Mr. Glick? 

.,. MR. GLICK: Yes. Mr. To Var, do you think now that 

8 18-year-olds will be permitted to register to vote, this 

9 might increase the percentage of Chicanos in your area of 

10 Mendota? 

li Do you think the younger people might have more 

12 interest than the older people of political life? 

13 MR. TO VAR: Well, I will be hones.t with you, at 

14 this very moment I don't think so, be.cause, you see, in 

U endota, especially the high school out there, about SO per 

18 ent of the Chicanos drop out before they graduate, you know. 

1'1 ·The situation is so depressed out there, and --

JS ou knOW', when you go out there and you tell them, you know, 

3 19 "Let's get registered to vote", they say -- (Mr. To Var 

20 continued in Spanish) . 

21 I think a young Chicano may be more easily influ­

ced than, maybe, an older one, you know, but the thing is0 22 

the total picture that we have to take into account,ZS 

think.24 
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Just because more younger people are, you know, goin1 

to be eligible, I don't think -- well., because of the qualifi­1 

a cation, I think, you know, that we will be getting more Chi­

0- canos registered, but ·as far as they being more turned on with

'· politics, I don't think so, not at this time. 

• 
I 

MR. GLICK: Now, you indicated that one thing that 

does turn people off, and perhaps even inhibit them from votin
7 

e rule against -- or the refusal of the voting officials to
8 

people to speak Spanish at the polling places.
8 

Now, that is, as we learned yesterday, a result of a
JD 

law which prohibits the speaking of any language other
D 

arinEnglish in a polling place.
12 

Would you then suggest that if that law were repeale0 ll 
o that people could speak languages other than English at the 

M 
olling place, this might contribute to an increase in Spanish­

JI 
people's participation in voting?

18 
MR. TO VAR: I think it is really a two-way thing, 

I think that the fact that this Anglo woman said, "Don't 

Spanish in here", you know, goes back to the mentality of 

e elementary school teacher who told us, you know, to go see 

e principal whenever we did this. 
21 

MR. GLICK: She was required by law to do this. 
220 MR. TO VAR: Well, O.K., to a certain degree .• The thing is the attitude. It isn't the words. We 
8' 

• S'll'.f, "O.K., we can speak Spanish now." But it is the 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

0 

281 

• 

·O 

• 

l attitude with which they express it. You know, this is some-

2 thing that we can put our finger on, but when you talk about 

3 feeling or sensing that this person is hostile to you, how do 

4 you change that by law? 

MR. GLICK: Yes, I understand that. 

6 Now, there is one more question that I would like to 

7· ask you, and it is something of a personal nature. 

8. Yesterday a young man was testifying about employmen 

9 of young Spanish-surnamed people, Chicanos, in the state gove -

ment here in the state capital. 

11 And he spoke of the difficulties that he encountered 

l2 when he attempted to get a job, that he wasn't very well quali 

13 fied. 

14 I see that you are an intern with the State Legisla-

ture. 

16 MR. TO VAR: This is through the Urban Affairs Insti 

lY tute which is funded by the Ford Foundation, of which Senator 

18 Dymally happens to be the Chairman of. 

19 ·ue makes a thrust at getting minorities in here. 

~m. GLIC~: This doesn't mean that you were hired by 

21 an assemblyman or state senator? 

22 MR. TO VAR: That is correct. 

23 MR. GLICK: But you were under some official program 

14 which Senator Dymally is working with? 

MR. TO VAR: That is right. 
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31 MR. GLICK: I see. Thank you.1 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you very much.a 
The next scheduled witness is Assemblyman John StallI0 from San Diego County.4 

MR. STALL: Mr. Chainnanr and Members of the StateIS 
..,,.· 

Ad_y.sbey Committee, the United States Commission on Civil8 

T Rightsr a feM days ago, on January the 12th, Mr. Erickson 

stopped by my office here. It was a rather busy time of the8 

year, and I was glad to have an opportunity to talk with him,8 

but they dropped off a news release concerning y·our two-day10 

public open meeting and asked if I would like to appear for a11 

J2 fetw minutes during this two-day period with some comments. 

And I would like to say, initially, that I am0 D 
M delighted to appear, and grateful for the opportunity. 

StartingD 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Excuse me just a moment.

l8 

MR. STALL: Yes?17 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Could you speak a little bit louder
JS 

into the mike?19 
MR. STALL: Yes. 

Starting out with one of the premises advanced, has
21 

e Mexican-American community, with 12 per cent of the State• s

0 been gerrymandered out of meaningful political par-. 

icipation?
2& 

According to the Adviso:cy Committeeis press release 
25 
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l announcing this meeting,and my discussion, as I said, with Mr. 

2 Erickson, this allegation has been made by many Mexican-Ameri-

a can organization~leaders.
l) 

4 Na,,,, I would like to take a little closer look at 

this allegation, for I think it is an important one, and the6 

first question I think that should be asked, based on that pre6 

mise, is, "How is that 12 per cent figure distributed through-7 

out the State?".8 

You would have to determine whether the Mexican-Amer·­9 

can population densities are such that gerrymandering on an10 

ethnic basis is a feasible undertaking.11 
•The figures that we have in the 1970 census are due

12 
• 

out, I think, late next month, so any discussion on this, of
13 

course, would have to center around the figures that we have,
14 

and these would involve the 1960 census statistics.us 
Admittedly, they are going to be far less accurate

16 

than the 1970 figures, but at this point I think we can use 
17 

them to serve mypurpose here today with my remarks. 
18 

A quick look at them would reveal some, I think, very
19 

interesting facts. The first of them is that California's M~xi 
20 

can-American citizens are rather widely dispersed throughout
21 

the state, and of course the one significant exception is Los
0 22 

Angeles County, which contains roughly 40 per cent of the Mexi­

• 
23 

can-Americans living in California. 
24 

No other single county in the state contains more 
25 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

284 
than five and one half per cent of the to~al Mexican-American1 

population.2 

In swnmary, it would appear that Los Angeles is the 

0 3 

only part of the State in which there is a significant enough4 

concentration of Mexican-Americans to comprise anything even 

slightly resembling a majority within a legislative district.6 

The first conclusion then is that it is misleading7 

to suggest that the entire Mexican-American population has bee8 

or can be gerrymandered out of meaningful political participa­9 

tion. 

We are really talking only about the roughly 40 perli 
cent of Mexican-Americans who live in Los Angeles, or perhaps12-

0 ·a figure closer to five per cent of the State's population,13 

than 12 per cent.14 

Another point to keep in mind is that the Mexican­

Americans who live in Los Angeles County are themselves not al
16 

located in the same part of the County. According to the 1980
1'7 

census figures, the only areawi.thin Los Angeles which could18 

contain a majority within an assembly district is in the East
19 

Los Angeles area, and it looks as if it would be impossible to 

achieve such a majority anywhere in the State in either sena­
21 

torial or a congressional district.0 22 

We all recognize that it is possible to reapportion
23 

in some areas so that the Mexican-American community would c 
24 

prise a larger voting minority than perhaps it currently enjoy. 

I. 



• I But a large minority and a working majority are, of 

1 course, two different animals. 

I might offer a parenthetical comment at this time,0 
'· and that is that a concentration of Mexican-American voters in 

If just a few districts would benefit the Republican Party . 

• As analyses indicate, the Mexican-American voter has 

'I traditionally gone solidly Democratic, or pretty much so, and 

8 I think this is very unf1:1rtunate. Somehow the party of Abrah 

• Lincoln hasn't been able to fuJ.ly convince vast numbers of 

JD Mexican-Americans that it is to their personal advantage to 

11 support it . 

• But as the situation stands, with this situation 

ll existing, and until the Republicans can change these voting 

M patterns through appealing to them in such a way, convincing 

ll them that it would be to their advantage to support the Republ • 

l8 can Party, then I would say that the practicable politics of 

l'I the thing, and as far as the Repub lieans would be concerned -­

lB remember my premise, if this is the situation -- then it would 

J9 probably delight the Republican Party to see Mexican-American 

ID voters concentrated in as few districts as possible, and then 

21 you could forget them, you knCJW. 

0 You wouldn't have to spend the money, dig up the can-

II didates, and fight the losing battle. "NCM, I want you to 

8' remember that I am surely not advocating this point, but merely 

25 ringing it out for discussion, because we have here in East 
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35 1 Los Angeles areas surrounded by strongly Democratic districts, 

2 and it would appear that any ethnic gerrymandering which may 

S have taken place.would have been a result of some Democratic 

0 4 Party stra~egy. 

& If the Democrats have done most of the reapportion-

6 ment, we might ask ourselves then, if there is a problem exist 

7 ing, which party is to blame. 

8 Now, we need to ask whether this is the kind of 

9 activity, this ethnic gerrymandering, that we want to engage 

10 in. If Mexican-Americans have been deliberately gerrymandered 

out of political participation, I would much rather see the11 

ethnic factor in reapportionment ignored completely than to12 

0 see it deliberately manipulated in attempts to elect the lar-13 

gest possible number of Mexican-American legislators.lA 

My reason for this is simple. I think that it would
15 

Le a thinly disguised appeal to racism, and racism does not
16 

diminish. It tends to increase, and this would increase divi-
1'1 

sion, and we surely don't need any more of that.
18 

I aro notr;goin9 to deny that racism has caused, and 
19 

continues to ca~se grave injustices to many minority groups,.
20 

but I do not believe that the r,,•1ay to eliminate injustice is 
21 

to appeal to more racism.
0 22 

I believe that the way to insure· fair representation
23 

to Mexican-~.mericans, or to any other minority groups, is to 
24 

insist that candidates for public office hold the beliefs that 
25 



all men should be treated equally in every way, regardless ofl 

race.2 

I submit that the argument that a Caucasian legisla­3
0 tor cannot fairly and sympathetically represent other ethnic4 

groups has about as much to recommend it as the belief that a5 

Mexican-American legislator cannot fairly and sympathetically6 

represent his Caucasian and black constituents.7 

If we abandon the idea that the elected official8 

holds identical allegiance to each of his constituents with no9 

consideration to ethnic background, and instead vote strictlym 
on the ethnic factor, what would we have done? We would havell 

told men like Peter Chacon that he could not represent the 79u 
·Assembly District, because Mexican-Americans constitute a13 

minority in that district. 

We would have also told the Caucasian legislator to 

ignore the needs of minority groups in his district. 

Gentlemen, I surely think this would be a curiousff 
way for a nation to achieve racial equality.

18 
In the long run, I believe strongly that equitable 

po1itical participation is a function of ethnically neutral 

legislative districts. 

And an unshakable demand by all ,citizens that each

0 
candidate for public office, while understanding the injustice 

to which minorities have been subjected, be ethnically and 

racially color-blind. 
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1 This has been -- this has not been,_ nor will it be, 

2 the easiest path to take, but it is the only one that will 

8 allow us to achieve the goal of equal representation by all. 

., 

0 Thank you vexy much. 

I CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you. 

8 Are there any questions from the committeemen? 

Mr. Gabourie? 

8 MR .. GABOURJ:E: Yes. 

• Senator, do you feel that appointments to public 

lD office, like judgeships and things like that, should reach 

D some ethnic bi.lance? 

MR. STALL: I think. appointments -- and we can go 

0 U even further into elections -- I think that they should be don 

14 on the basis of ability. 

Again, I -- I am torn on this problem of what obvi-ll 

l8 ously has taken place in the past tn~ycaseas of ignoring 

17 them, of overlooking them, and this sort of thing, but I am 

JS om by this problem that to solve that, now I must say that 

19 f 10 judges I have got to appoint one -- one ethnic group, 

21 I would hope that these appointments, and I would 

22 ope that those that were elected to office would be elected 

0 CMn~..'""- abil. •ities. 

I would really hesitate to subscribe to the theory 

at we have got to do th.is, not to select them on their 
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1 ability. 

2 I talked to Mr. Erickson in my reading on this, and 

I I asked him, for example, in these areas in Los Angeles, has 

4 there been any absence of qualified people running, or some-

& thing of that sort. 

e And the question of education, and so on and so for • , 

T and he said, "No",' that from the records that that didn't 

8 to be the situation at all. In fact, they had too many runnin , 

9 and maybe that was one of the problems. 

Rather than concentrating on one, there had been a10 

u diffusion -- the thing had been diffused by a great number of 

them running.12 

MR. GABOURIE: Well, sir, the reason I asked the13 

question, yesterday one of the witnesses testified that San14 

U Diego County is about 30 per cent, more or less, Mexican-Ameri-

18 can population. 

MR. STALL: That is right.l'f 

Well, it seems a little high.
18 

MR. GABOURIE: Well, 20 to 30 per cent.
19 

MR. STALL: All right.
20 

MR. GABOURIE: That there are 28 Superior Court judge
21. 

o. and 13 Municipalities, which I don't know how many Municipal
12 

Court judges out of the 13 municipalities; yet there are no 
23 

Mexican-American judges; and I am certain there are qualified
8' 

Mexican-American attorneys in San Diego County.
25 
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MR. STALL: Well, I am sure there are, and Il 

know there are. I know in my own district, for example I2 

represent the 80th Assembly District, which is about three3 

fourths of the land mass, and I sort of bypass the City and4 

South Bay.
6 

I have a number. It is not -- it is not large.
6 

.,. In all of this time, the Bar Association, indivi­

dually, I have never been asked for a recommendation, nor
8 

have I been interviewed by one who wanted my going to the
9 

Governor and saying, nThis man should be appointed."
10 

NCM, that is very strange, and I agree with you,11 
no matter how many there are in my district, there should be

12 

0 , one who has come in to me and said, written me a letter, or
13 

someone called and said, "How about .an appointment?
14 

H 

You know, that has not happened. Now, where does
15 

the blame go on this? Is this the function -o-f-··the individual? 
16 

Is it a function of the legislator, to go out on the town to 
17 

search? Is it a function of government to move in and say,
l8 

..We will do this on a percentage basis 11 ? 
19 

I sort of hope in this area, again, that it would be 
20 

done on the basis of ability, done on the basis of contact 
21 

between the assemblyman who has some -- sometimes you wonder

0 22 

• if he has got any'influence with the Governor's office on 

appointments, but it normally works that way, where you con-
24 

tact the senator or the assemblyman, or both, and ask for 
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• l help in getting the appointment • 

I I would hope that it would work more on this volun-

a teer premise, rather than any mandation. 

4 MR. GABOORIE: Well, I felt that San Diego County 

I was a little lax in their assisting the Mexican-American. 

I In testimony yesterday I noted that the first time 

7 in 70 years, I think, a Mexican-American was appointed to the 

8 Grand Jury. 

8 And that the first time in 100 years, one Mexican-

ID American is on the City Council of National City, which is 

U appazently 40 per cent Mexican-American. 

11 MR. STALL: Yes, they have a lot down there. 

JS MR. GABOUIUE: And I felt that there should be some 

M affi:r:mative steps to change that balance, because it is totall 

1B out of b alanc::e. 

l8 MR. STALL: Yes, it would appear that way. I agree 

17 with you. 

18 MR. GABOURIE: Thank you. I have no further ques-

19 tions. 

IO CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father Casso? 

21. REV. CASSO: First of all, I am intrigued by your 

22 statements having to deal with the responsibility of who goes·o 
• 

13 out to get who in. 

2& It seems to me that a leader of whoever or whatever 

a goes out and gets people to be what he is, or what he 
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41 l represents, and so forth, you hold a pretty high position in 

2 the Republican Party for the state, and it seems to me from 

s testimony that we heard yesterday that there was an interest 

0 4 on the part of the Republican Party to get more Mexican-Ameri-

6 cans in. 

6 MR. STALL: I don't know who said that. I think tha 

7 we could say generally, Father, without any argument that it 

8 would be an objective of the Republican Party to get as many 

citizens in.9 

REV. CASSO: Well, because of that position-, then,10 

some testimony came in this morning that .according to the 19 7011 

figures, of the federal elected and appointed individuals of12 

0 the State of California, of 525 of them, only seven are Mexi-
13 

can-American.
14 

The State legislators and advisors, of the 195, only115 

two are Mexican-American.
16 

For the executive offices of the State here, of the 
1'1 

2,291, only 13 are Mexican-Americans. That's less t.~an one
l8 

per cent. 
19 

The State boards and commissions and advisories,
2D 

1,732, and only 47 are Mexican-American. 
21 

And the city and county government officials, out of
0 22 

10,907, you have only 241. 
23 

So the three things that are very disturbing are, i 
24 

the whole process of employment,. much of which is by appointme 
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• l a case in point which you did not elaborate, in East L. A., 

2 where you have the gerrymandering of the peop1e to be able 

to elect their own officials, and then, thirdly, the appoint-

0 
3 

ments of people to such prestigious positions and i.nfluential4 

positions as judgeships, you have almost -- you have 15 per6 

cent of the State that are locked out of government.6 

"I' Do you see this as a challenge to the leaders of 

this State?8 

MR. STALL: Yes, I do. I see it as a joint challeng.9 

The leadership of the State, and all of us are involved, state10 

government, county government, city government.11 
I see it also as a challenge on the part of a group12 

' such as this to do what they can.18 

As I say, I think this is fine, and I surely want14 

to cooperate in every way I can.1IJ 

REV. CASSO: Is the,re anything you ccS.n do to help16 

change this figure of appointments without the people having17 

to come to you? Just that drastic figure.l8 

It is going to be difficult to explain that to the19 

young. That's the point.
20 

MR. STALL: Yes. Again, I -- I have not -- I don't
21 

know, and I am surely not standing up here today to speak for 

• • 
22·Q 

-- for the appointment authority . 

I am -- I am -- I am wondering in my experience, us i g
24 

that and projecting it on, where are the people who are 
25 
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0 

<) 

l desirous of them? 

I. In other words, I told you that in my district I 

a have a limited number of minority groups. It is a large part 

4. of the County, put it is still a limited nunber. 

I,. have been approached, you know, one or two times 

I to speak to a group, a Legion group. The name right now 

7 that is made up mostly of Mexican-American people. 

8 All of this talk by the organizations and the indi-

8 viduals, I have had no contact, no one has said, "I want this 

J8 appointment or this job. " 

D Now, I -- this is my responsibility, in part, but I 

J2 think it is also the responsibility of the man that is even 

JS at all interested, to let me know. 

As to what has happened here on the State level of 

JI appointments, I may be projecting what has come to the Gover­

• or's office, say, out. of the other 120 legislators in Cali-

17 fornia. 

• I don't know that. I. am saying that I am speaking 

19 from my --

ID REV. CASSO: Well, the reason I raise these points 

11 f questions with you is because of your position with a major 

12 olitical party --

MR. STALL: And that is a good thing, and I am gladII 

IN at you did, and I was not aware of these -- of these --

• 
..-REV. CASSO: All right. 
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• l Now, we have heard testimony again this morning that 

2 because a major
,. 
portion of the people to whom the history of 

a San Diego owes a tremendous amount

0 
4 MR. STALL: Indeed. 

6 REV. CASSO: and economically, and that that come 

6 in daily from the cousins across the border, we find ou~elves 

7 locked out of government by the lack of ability, by the gerry-

8 mandering process of inclusion for elected officials, and then 

9 the business of education, we are locked out for the same pro-

10 cess. 

11 We are locked out in employment, so it is very dis-

12 turbing to hear the testimony of the attorney from the Legal 

13 Defense Fund in Los Angeles. 

The people now are taking to the streets. You,in14 

1IS your position, and your prestigious position, what can be done 

to be able to share with the young that there is hope?16 

On the 31st he tells us there's going to be prob-1'1 

1S lems. How can we tell them there 1 s hope, when we look at the 

record?19 

MR. STALL: I agree with you here. I think this!ds
20 

a -- is a very -- on this -- this is probably why you are meet
21 

ing.. This is why we are talking about it, and I would be most
22 

happy to see the results of this hearing, to see the testimony.
23 

and read it, and I hope you will make -- I see you are record-
24 

ing. I hope that you will make copies available here. 
25 



1 I can assure you that I will do everything that I 

2 can in this area•. These are to me extremely startling statis­

a tics, and I would like to look more into it.

0 
4 I want to -- I want to assure you this, not as any 

6 platform or rhetoric, that I will do this. And I am glad to 

6 have this brought to nw attention. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick. 

MR. GLICK: Mr. Stall, you stated the premise that8. 

9 elections to public office should not be on an ethnic basis. 

MR. STALL: Yes.10 

MR. GLICK: That there is no reason why an Anglou 
12 can't represent a Mexican-American. 

MR. STALL: Yes.0 u 
MR. GLICK: Or vice versa ..M 

15 And certainly, in the abstract, I tend to agree with 

16 that, but in the history of American politics, and the history 

of minority groups in America, and I cite some examples, it17 

J8 seems that it is not really until they build a strong politi-

cal base, and I would suggest the people from Ireland in19 

Massachusetts, principally in Boston; the Jewish people in20 

New York City; the Slavic people in Chicago, when they begin21 

to build a political base in the spoils of politics, which22 

plays some affair in the American economic life, then they81 

begin to gradually rise in education and in economic achieve­21 

• ment, and things begin to work in their favor. 



• 1 Wouldn't you think that pemaps here in California 

I this same kind of process needs to take place with respect to 

a the Mexican-American people, that through -the building of a

0 4 strong political base, although it may in a sense be contrary 

I to our idea of the melting pot, that it is only through that 

I buil.ding of a political base that their rise will really take 

"I place? 

8 MR. STALL: Well, you compared it to the immigration 

• say, of the trish, follow-ing the famine, to this country. I 

1D don't -- and that is right, they did build a political base, 

11 but they built it on what? They built it on their numbers in 

21 part, I suppose. 

11 They built it on the strength that they didn't want 

M to stay in this position or condition. 

11 I don't think that we modified any of these laws to 

l8 let them get started on this political base. 

1"1 NO';it, I may have misunderstood the rest of your ques-

JB I surely would say to any group, black, or brown, or 

19 yellOW' or whatever, that the way to achieve something 

20 ithin our system is, you know, through a lobbying group, whe-

21 er you call that a political base or what. 

22 We have, for example, in California 

8 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Speak a little louder, please .. 

MR. STALL: -- 20 million population. In this we 

25 ave a great number of voters . I have got, for example, 
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l 140,000 voters in my district, and every one of them becomes 

2 a lobbyist to me for.his own particular thing. 

8 Teachers, and they form their groups, to achieve

0 
4 their ends. I see nothing wrong here for a group of citizens 

s with like-minded goals and objectives to, as you say, move in 

6 and form a political base. This is part of the system, and 

7 I woul.d commend that. 

I don 1 t know if we need a law to make it easier for8 

9 them to form this base. We surely have got all of the provi-

10 sions here for pressure groups, lobbying groups, whether they 

u are Republicans or Democrats, the teacher organizations, or 

the school administrators, or the national -- or the contrac­12 

0 ll tors associations -- you knOW', to get some power in some way 

to achieve the goals that they are active within our system.14 

I think this is fine. Now, did I miss the thrust of11 

your question?16 

MR. GLICK: No. I think you got it, and I don't wan
1'1 

to be argumentative, but I would just suggest, wouldn't it be
18 

possible that if there are some statutes, un-constitutional
19 

provisions which establish districting for assembly and sena-
20 

torial districts and ~~ty charters th~t establish councilmatic 
21 

0 districts, that presently tend to inhibit the building of a
22 

political base by Mexican-Americans, shouldn't sane considera-
21 

tion be given to withdrawing these inhibitions through the 
I& 

• redrawing of district lines, or through the changing of city 
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• 1 charters to establish -- not changing the city charters , but 

2 to change the councilmatic districts so as to promote the 

3 building of this political .base?

0 
4 I am asking whether or not you would think that it 

5 might not be advantageous to do this? 

MR. STALL: I would say no, and I would say that6 

7· for the reasons that I brought 01t in my prepared remarks . I 

a_ think that this would contribute to a division. 

We have been told repeatedly, you knO'tl, that we are9 

one nation. We should be.10 

And I think this sort of thing is going to divideli 

12 us further. NOW", granted, you have brought up some problems 

13 'here, and I have pointed them out -- I tried to point them out 

14 Surely these figures here are startling enough, but I -don't 

llS think we are going to solve the problem by adding another item 

16 to the laws on reapportioning by saying that it must be done 

ethnically, because then we are going to have some built-in17 

permanent divisions that I don't think could be erased.18 

I say that if you have this strength, and it is19 

there, that there is something -- something has been wrong i·n20 

looking at this situation if there has been a conscious effort21 

Q to exclude the Mexican-American from participation in govern-22 

a ment • 

• And the people involved in this, and the parties24 

involved in this should have this brought to their attention25 
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..g 1 through the means that we have available, and that goes for 

I the drawing of councilmatic lines, the supervisorial lines, 

8 anything else. 

0 4. But to draw those lines on the basis of a law that 

1. we must do this because of a man's color, creed, or something 

8 of this, I think we are then in a debasive figure approach. 

7 MR. GLICK: Thank you. 

8 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Stall, you indicated that 

I every one of l'llr constituents is a lobbyist in the sense of 

1D being in your district. 

11 MR. STALL: That is right. Vote on this bill: don't 

J2 vote on it. Push this measure; don't push that. 

0 la CHAIRMAN SILLAS: What percentage of your constitu-

1' ents are Mexican-American? 

ll MR. STALL: It is very small. It is something like 

4 ,18 -- I don• t knO'IJ -- something like about four per cent. 

17 CHAIRMAN SILL1\S: About four per cent. 

l8 Has your office taken any steps to contact directly 

19 or take some steps to go to that four per cent?in terms of 

ID finding out if they have problems, or what those problems m;e? 

21 MR. STALL: No, but I -- not directly, no. In other 

12 words, we have gone to -- as I mentioned before -- the Legion 

18 Post that is made up of the Mexican-Americans. I have spoken 

M there. 

I do ha-ve a -- a series of approaches that I make to25 

0 



.:,01 

• l the entire district, districtwide approaches to everybody that 

2 is registered, a news letter, questionnaires., of which I have 

3 had a fantastic response of people returning them, like 23 per

0-
4 cent of the last questionnaires I sent out. 

G Columns in the paper. I do get I do get calls in 

6 I don't want to leave here today with you thinking that I have 

7 no contact at all. 

I can remember in the last, oh, since this last fall,8 

9 at least four that have had problems. One had a problem, as 

10 remember, Mr. Lopez from Carlsbad, a problem with a bank of 

some sort, which we carried out through a fairly long compli-11 

12 cated procedure. 

Someone else was having difficulty with some water18 

rights in a water district .14 

.US There was another problem with some unemployment. A 

problem of compensation.16 

And I think the fourth one had to do with -- had to17 

do with an argument that he was having with his landlord.
18 

That is four, like out of hundreds of calls that com
19 

in. I do get letters in frequently on things like, "We need
20 

more of this" or "more of that."
21 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS; All right.·O 22 

• 
The people are apparently still having difficulty

23 
hearing you in the back. 

24 
MR. STALL: I don't understand it. The Senate over 

25 

I 
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l here hasn't provided very good speaker systems. I will try to 

2 talk louder. 

3 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right.
-0 

4 Are the four per cent in one area, or are they 

5 MR. STALL: No, they are scattered around. Hy dis-

6_ trict runs from Orange and Riverside in the north to the Hexi-

7· can border, and from Imperial on the east to the ocean, and 

8 excludes the City of San Diego and South Bay, and there is a 

9 great concentration of .Mexican-Americans in South Bay. 

10 I_ h~ve a few precincts in Oce~side, ~d then a 

Ii limited number down along the border, really. 

CH.1\IRMAN SILLAS: Faced with the situation as we12 

-O 13 are, with those statistics, and the realities as you have 

14 pointed out about the Republican an<;I Democratic Party process, 

115 and accepting the premise as you have indicated about repre-

16 sentation being one that should be available to all parties, 

1'1 all persons, how would and how should the Mexican-American 

18 community go about to change those figures, to become a 

19 greater part of this political arena that we find ourselves 

in?20 

MR. STALL: Well, as I mentioned previously, again21 

I think this could be done with -- in many ways. It could be0 22 

done with the formation of organizations. It could be done21 

with the formation of a group who would call on their electe24 

officials or write letters.25 



• l It surely should be the responsibility, too, on the 

1 other side of those of us in positions where we can hire, or 

a we can infl'uenee appi>intments to be aware of these things. 

4 CHAIRMAN SI'LLAS: Do you feel that part of this 

1 problem is caused by not knowing? In other words, that the 

8 political parties and leaders are unaware of this situation, 

7 that if it was brought to their attention, it could be changed 

8 MR. STALL: If you are asking me if this is an inten 

9 tional thing, then I will have to answer your question yes, 

10 because I do not think this is intentional or on purpose, and 

D I again have to speak on my background. 

12 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Do you think this has occurred 

11 unintentionally? 

14 MR. STALL: Yes. I don't ,think there is any inten-

U tion --

18 (Laughter from the audience.) 

1'1' CHAIRJl.1AN SILLAS: Father Casso? 

• REV. CASSO: Yesterday Dr. Bravo showed us a rnemor-

19 andum wherein commitments were made to him by the present Gov-

20 ernor of the State to help change some of these appointment 

21 figures, and his testimony was that these commitments were not 

22 kept, although sizable amounts of people voted Republican in 

21 that given year, so that being the case, how do you see that 

84 this can be changed, when commitments like that are not kept? 

25 MR. STALL: Well, of course I don't know t.'li.e details J •• 

j 

0 



of the letter of Dr. Bravo or his testimony, that sort of53 l 

2 thing. I would be hard put to say. 

s You know, if a man makes a commitment, and then 

0 4 doesn't keep it, that is bad, and something should be done 

& about that. I would like to see the testimony, or read the 

6 letter. I cannot believe, in my dealings with the Administra­

T tion, and I have been with them for four years -- that this 

8 could really be the case, that there could have been an inten·· 

9 tional effort here to deceive and defraud. 

REV. CASSO: I believe that is going to be part of10 

U the record, is it not? 

MR. STALL: Yes. I would be happy to see it.12 

0 CHAIRMAN SILLAS; I want to thank you, Assemblyman18 

Stall, for appearing here.14 

I think one of the recommendations that this Conunit-
115 

tee will make to the Mexican-American community will be to
16 

fo:an and have these groups gathered and meet with your caucus,
17 

with the Democratic ca~cus, and present these items.
18 

tm. s~~.LL: I think this is an excellent idea, and 
19 

again I have talked to -- in my district I have talked to hund-
20 

reds and hundreds of groups, and hundreds and hundreds of 
21 

eople, and I would hope that we might include more, say, in
0 22 

district, and in all of the districts around the State where 
23 

this communication. 
24 

There may be some feeling that there is a problem 
25 
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• l that somebody is trying to sweep under the rug. It is not a 

2 great problem to me, due to the fact, as I say, in my own dis-

3 trict I haven• t had this problem, but I would hope that we

0 
4 could open the doors and reach something here. 

I want to leave with just one statement, that I hope 

6 we don't have to go to legislation to achieve this objective, 

7· that it can be done by good will on both sides. 

8 Thank you very much for the opportunity to appear. 

9 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you. 

The next scheduled witnesses will be three, Martin 

U: de Leon, Cody Colchado, and Dan Ruiz . 

Would you state for the record your name and occu-12 

pation?13 

MR. RUIZ: Daniel Ruiz.14 

MR. DE LEON: Martin de Leon. 

MR. COLCHADO: Cody Colchado.16 

MR. RUIZ: We are three Chicano graduate students in1'7 

the Mexican-American education :p,a,.oJee.t at Sacramento State18 

College, of which there are 20 of us.19 

We have been in education for a minimmn of two years 

for a maximum of 15 years, so we know some of the things that21 

have been going on in the educational field and in some of0 22 

the areas of neglect, as far as the Chicanos are concerned . 

our paper deals specifically with political, econo­24 

mical and educational concerns of the Chicano migrant. 
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And we have copies for each and eveey one of you, 

I so I won't go into reading our entire paper. 

55 1 

I However, -- by the way, I should mention that we are 

4 working on a master's degree in bilingual education,- because 

8 we are concerned about figures. 

I Recently we had a speaker from the State Department 

7 who came to speak to us, Dr. Eugene Gonzalez, who stated that 

8 in California there are 530,000 students in EMR classes, Edu­

• cational Mental Retardation, and we find that the highest per-

JO centage, 20 per cent, are Spanish-speaking, and we know the 

U figure is too high. 

11 We are also concerned about percentages, like 50 

·O 11 per cent of Spanish-speaking in Cali:fornia drop out by the 

M eighth grade, by the time they get to the eighth grade. 

:u, And these are some of the areas that we feel as edu-

J8 cators we will be able to have some input when we go back to 

17 our respective communities, our respective districts. 

18 How-ever, in this area, as far as the migrant is con-

19 cei:ned, let me share with you and the audience a few of our 

ao remarks in our papers that I think summarizes our feeling as 

21 far as the migrant, and also the Spanish-speaking in this 

22 in our country. 

The word "Chicanon has taken on greater significanceZS 

d general acceptance.II 

For the Mexican-American youth it has taken on25 a 
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56 l meaning of self-realization, a feeling of dignity and pride, 

2 and a new sense of worth, as well as a renewed sense of pur­

S pose.

0 
4 This new sense of purpose has given him the strength 

5 to demand changes in an educational system that has failed to 

6 consider both his individual need and his cultural heritage. 

7 The Chicano upheaval, the Chicano movement, the Brow 

8 Power struggle, has also taken place among young Mexican-Arneri 

9 car,;-parents who are not willing to settle for the same educa-

10 tion for their children that they received. 

11 Their plea seems loud and clear. "We are Americans, 

12 too, and damn it, we want a fair share of the pie.•• 

( 
13 We in the Mexicar-American r:ducation Project are con 

cerned with the plight of the Spanish-speaking migrant worker,14 

the uneven voting laws that he faces, and the educational neg­us 
lect of their children.16 

Let us take a closer look at the migrant population17 

here in California .. An estimated 190,0'00 agricultural migrant
18 

workers and their families were on the move in 43 counties in19 

Ca1ifornia during 1968.20 

About 81 per cent of them were of Mexican origin.
21 

0 Fourteen per cent were Anglo, and the balance were American
22 

Indian, Negro, ,.and other ethnic groups . 
23 

Of this total migrant population, Californians 
24 

accounted for approximately 60 per cent, and the rest were fro 
25 
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1 other states and Mexico. 

2 Thirty-one per cent of the wives of these farm 

3 laborers had five or more children. This compared with 14 per·o 
4 cent for all other occupational groups. 

The average annual wage earned by California farm 

6 workers in 1965, including nonfarm earnings, was $1,388. 

7· In 1967 the average hourly wage for California farm 

a workers was $1.62, which compared favorably with the $1.33 

9 hourly wage paid to farm workers in other parts of the country 

However, these wages were the lowest of all indus-

11 tries. $1. 73 for laundry and dry cleaning workers was the 

12 second lc:Mest. And $4 .09 for construction workers was the 

0 13 • highest. 

14 These are for us the areas .which, as educators, we 

must be cognizant of if we are going to make our contribution 

16 to the Chicano movement. 

The role of the educators is an important one, and17 

we are prepared to face the challenge. Are you?18 

Politically, economically, and socially our total19 

efforts will affect not only the survival of our educational 

system, but will insure equal opportunities under the law for21 

0 all of our citizens and the ultimate survival of our nation.22 

• Cl'ihereupon, Mr. Ruiz continued his presentation in 

Spanish.)24 

Enough said. We are Americans, and we have the 
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l 
(Applause.) 

I MR. DE LEON: This is an education. The educational 

a statistics for Mexican-Americans are shocking.
0 4 For example, their drop-out rate is more than twice 

1 the rate of the national average. 

8 An estimate of the average nmnber of school years 

T completed by Mexican-Americans is 7.1 years, and is signifi-

8 cantly below figures -- below figures of Anglo children, which 

9 is 12.1. 

10 A VOICE: I have an announcement. 

21 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right. 

l2 (Discussion off the record.) 

lS CHAIRMAN SILLAS: We will be in order again. 

M MR. DE LEON: An estimate of the average number of 

11 school years completed by Mexican-Americans is 7. l years , or 

l8 significantly below figures of Anglo children, which is 12 .1, 

l"f and Negro pupils , which is 9 . O years • 

l8 A 1964 survey revealed in Texas that 39 per cent of 

19 its Mexican-Americans had less than a fifth-grade education. 

20 And Mexican-Americans, 25 years of age or older, have as littl 

21 as 4. 8 years of schooling. 

0 Almost half of the Mexican-Americans in Texas are 

D essentially still functionally illiterate. 

In California, 50 per cent of the Spanish-speaking 

25 students drop out of school by the time they reach the eighth 
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These are some of the things that we in the Mexican·2 

g American Educational Project are serving, researching. We don t a 4 like the figures. 

Mr. Ruiz stated that there are 20 graduates in the6 

6 Mexican-American Project of roughly about 40 undergraduate 

., students . 

The purpose is to come in, get educated, and return8 

to the barrios, return to our home towns. We come from all9 

over the state of California.10 

We have pupils from San Diego, Los Angeles, practi-11 

cally every point in the State of California.12 

We are concerned about not only the education, but0 18 

the discrimination and, gentlemen, you name it, and we are
14 

trying to put a stop to this.
D 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you.
16 

Any questions?
17 

MR. GLICK: No. 
18 

REV. CASSO: You mentioned your concern about the 
19 

migrant and the laws, particularly the voting laws that affect 
20 

the migrant.
21 

0 And since we are concerned here as to the political 
22 

• invol.vement of the Mexican-American and how polltics and how 

the laws affect the Mexican-American, is there a recommendati 
2' 

that you can make to us that we can make to do something about 
25 
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• l the challenge, the problem with regard to laws as they affect 

2 the migrant in voting? 

3 MR. RUIZ: Well, for one thing, when you are talking

0 4 about a Chicano, you are talking about a lot of problems , and 

G then you talk about a migrant, and you are talking about 100 

6 per cent just that much more, as far as -education and as far 

7· as being politically aware. 

8. The migrants are completely isolated from anything 

9 as far as the political arena or the educational arena, becaus 

10 of the fact that they are nomadding, they move around. 

11 There are several things installed into the system 

12 that says you have to do something before you vote. You have 

13 ' to be here to vote. They are unm"lare about absentee ballots . 

14 They are unaware about many other things as politics, and we 

115 felt that the unawareness was there because of the educational 

16 system which has not functioned to their needs. 

So the recommendation the main recommendation tha17 

18 we have is that we are in some way -- that the educational 

19 system start looking at the migrant, and start servicing them 

a little bit better.20 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: r!r. Gabourie? 

• 
0 

21 

22 MR. GABOURIE: No questions. 

CHAIRM.Ai~ SILLAS; Gentlemen, thankyou for your pre-

sentation, and you will be receiving one of our final reports24 

which will have your documents and comments, and our25 

https://CHAIRM.Ai
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61 l recanmendations. 

I. Thank you again. 

0 
a Our next scheduled speaker is Richard Calderon. 

' Will you state for the record your name and occupa-

I tion, please? 

5 8 MR. CALDERON: My name is Richard Calderon from Los 

7 Angeles, and presently I am employed as research project super 

8 visor for the training programs. 

• At this time I would like to tihank. the Commission 

11 for the opportunity to speak here today, and you will be 

D receiving a copy of rII¥ statement. 

12 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Rtc:hard, could you talk a little 

0 11 louder into the mike? 

14 MR. CALDERON: You wi 11 be receiving a copy of rtr.f 

11 statement that Mr. Erickson is distributing right nO'tri7. 

I realize that the Commission is nonpartisan in 

17 nature, but when speaking of representation for the Chicano 

JS community, we have to realize right off the bat that 9 0 per 

19 cent of our community are registered Democrats. 

And my particular activity in politics has been i~20 

21 the Democratic arena. I feel that my personal experience in 

22 politics reflects in many ways the frustrations of the Mexi-

0 
11 can-American community in trying to achieve representation. 

I have attached a little resume sheet that gives rtr.f 

O'tri7n personal involvement and experience, and I am sure that25 
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the materials previously submitted in the past two days, that 

you have received a substantial number of examples of gerry­

mandering of the Chicano comm.unity. 

I have attached my copy of what I feel is the gross 

political emasculation of the Mexican-American community in 

Los Angeles. That is under Exhibit No. 1. 

In addition, I am submitting Exhibit No. 2, that in 

my estimation wou1d indicate that a Mexican-American candidate 

has an excellent chance to win the majority of the votes in 

any district where the Spanish-sw::name percentage is 35 per 

cent of the total registered voters. 

By this I mean to indicate that meaningful oppor­

tunity can be afforded the Mexican-American community only 

where districts are constructed with this percentage (or 

higher). 

This is aside from the comm.ents that I have compiled 

together, because I feel it is very important that I respond 

to one of the previous speakers. I believe his name was 

Stall, from. San Diego. 

And he commented that maybe this Commission, or 

maybe some other participants are injecting racism,tnto the 

electoral process. 

Let me suggest that racism was injected a long time 

ago, and it wasn't injected by our comm.unity. And by this I 

would document it by a study that was made in 1964 by the 
21 
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63 1 California Democratic Council that listed all of the asembly 

I candidates from Santa Barbara to the Mexican border, and it 

8 was listing them in an order of receiving votes from Democra-

tic...r-"i~.~e;~.. voters 
.. .• 

• 
.. * 

·~~~,_..-:.--~~-_....~....~""·"'""'""~l,,l\~.,..,,..~~~~"-1~-;.'-or:;'lf..,_-...,/-,-••,, ···--. 

I In other words, what they were assessing was the •• 

8 Democratic l:~Y.•1:tx.~ ·-·~And in that year with appro~imately so 
-~~~~~;. ~·..:.. . t:·;•·":·a:.-=; ,~1...:· 

'I assambly districts, they found that the persons rating the 

8 lowest, and the persons who were incumbent at that time --

9 there was a person by the name of Bill Soto, a Chicano, who 

0 

lD was residing in the district that was over 60 per cent Demo-

11 cratic in registration, and he barely won that election by 

ll approximately 1,000 votes. 

u He had the lowest rating of any assemblyman incumben 

M in the Southern California area. w_hen they assessed those per-

111 sons who were the nominees of the party, the person who rated 

18 the lawest for Democratic loyalty as far as the voters were 

17 concerned, it was Cruz Reinoso, a candidate out in the Imperial 

l8 area, who lost the race by 8,000 votes in a district that he 

19 should have won if we are just talking about the number of 

20 registered Democrats by at least 10,000 votes. 

21 His was also a district that was over 60 per cent. 

And gentlemen, I think this is more than just an
0 a isolated situation. I think it is a pattern, and I think we 

8' can show time and time again that there are many registered 

25 oters, registered Democrats who are from the majority commu-



• l nity who will simply not vote for a Mexican-American candi-

2 date because of the racism that he is injecting into that 

particular election.

0 
3 

4 So I repeat, racism has been injected a long time 

6 ago, and we are not injecting it for the first time. 

6 As a realist, I fully realize that the humanitarian 

7 appeal is not the most effective way to achieve representation 

8 due to our community. 

9 I knOW' that the districts are drawn by legislators 

10 whose first concern is individual survival, rather than dedi-

11 cated to the total communities of the State. 

12 Bc:::,t,1ever, I believe that many of these same persons , 

13 of the Democrats, can benefit in a greater magnitude in the 

lA long run by creating districts where Chicano representation 

JI can be achieved. 

I would like to cite a couple of examples what might16 

be forthcoming, and ho;,, it would -- I think you can draw your17 

Oitm conclusions -- ha.,, it would affect the Democratic Party.18 

And again, the reason I am saying this is the major-19 

ity of our people are registered Democrats, and the realities 

are and the Democratic Party has the majority and will be21 

·O • the dominant force in calling the shots for the new districts. 

The La Raza Onida Party is netv in the forming stage

• 
21 

as a result of many years of frustration in our community.81 

If Mexican-American districts are constructed in
25 

20 



65 this State, I believe that the energies of our community will 
1 

be channeled to achieve repr~sentation in those areas. 
2 

Conversely, if no districts are drawn in our behalf, 
3 

I foxesee the strong possibility of.La Raza Unida Party devel -

ing and qualifying for the 1972 general elections. 

The net effect would then be that it would certainly
6 

fill the m1e of a "Spoilern for any Democratic district that., 
would have 15 per cent or better Spanish-surname registration.

8 
I am also sure that the 1972 Presidential elections 

are paramount to the Democratic Party, especially wh~n one 
10 

considers the pivotal position of California nCM that it :will 
u 

have the largest number of electoral votes in the nation. 
12 

In this light, any disaffection by a significant·O 
tion of the Democratic Party in California will have national 

repercussions. 
1IS 

And I feel veey strongly that if our community is 

slighted again in this year's reapportionment, that many per-
1'1 - •.. ~-- .. ···--· 

·sons·~ould listen to and become involved in a freedom delega­
J8 

tion. 
11 

I would like to remind the Commission that this 
ID 

occurred at the previous National Democratic Convention, where 
21. 

0 
the Mississippi Freedom Delegation was fighting to be seated.. 

I think that we would be getting many allies because

• it would prove the contention of many Southerners that the 

Eastern and Western States are unjust in many ways to the 
21 



,11 
minorities, as well as the southern States have been accused• 

2 And because of this, I feel there would be strong• 
1 

a support by the southern delegations to impede the seating of

0 4 the largest delegation in this country. 

" I realize that the problems are many, and they are 

8 very complex in drawing the lines, and I realize that it will 

7 also be additionally difficult in Los Angeles County, since 

8 we will be losing three assembly districts. 

8 And I knc:,,l that to further accommodate our community 

0 

lO by making four or five assembly districts in Los Angeles Count 

U further compounds the issue. 

u Yet I want to remind everyone here that there are 

13 potential national implications, and these problems, although 

1' they seem to be major now, can be reduced to a more simple 

US denominator, and that being that if the Democratic Party at 

16 this point finds some manner to resolve the problems of placin 

17 eight persons in some sort of position where they really feel 

JS that they are being elevated, that they are being accommodated 

19 I think that will be much simpler to do at this time than next 

20 year, trying to rationalize and justify to over two million 

21 Mexican-Americans in this State why they were excluded from 

22 the democratic process. 

28 That's the conclusion of my remarks, gentlemen. 

24 CHAIRMAN s ILLAS: Thank you very much, Mr. Calderon. 

25 Mr. King, any questions? 
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MR. KING: No.l 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Glick?2 

MR. GLICK; No. 

0 
4 

s 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father Casso? 

fj REV. CASSO: Mr. Calderon, did you hear the testi-

6 mony this morning for these facts and figures that were pre-

7 sented? 

MR. CALDERON: Not those that you showed a little8 

while ago. I saw the reference to them.9 

I might amplify a little bit, that same gentleman I10 

referred to earlier indicated that he didn't feel that there11 

was a large enough block, population, to make districts for12 

our communities for representation.0 13 

And I will say right here that it is an outright
14 

1B falsehood. I have been involved in Los Angeles County for the 

last nine, ten years, and under Exhibit 1 you will see where
16 

the Eastern part of Los Angeles City is cut in two by three
1'1 

councilrnatic districts, and that portion that I am referring
18 

to is about 15 or 80 per cent Mexican-Americans. 
19 

When you extend further east into the County area,
20 

you will find that six assembly districts cut into that east-
21 

em portion of the County, which again is heavily populated

0 22 

• by the Chicano community, and there is no question in Irr:/ mind 

that we could have at least one, if not two, congressional 
81 

di.stricts, and a minimum of one state senate, and a minimmn of 
25 
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• 
0 

(_ 

0 

1 four assembly districts from that immediate area, with 35 per 

2 cent or better registration. 

3 REV .. CASSO: Mr. Calderon, do you find these figures 

4 here disturbing? 

6 MR. CALDERON: I do, but I will say this: I have no 

6 confidence in appointed positions, because these positions 

7 don't allOW' real latitude, real freedom to act. 

8 My belief is that the only area where you can get 

9 some independents are those positions that are elected. 

10 I feel very strongly that no one is going to give 

u us anything. I think that the only way that we will get s::,me-

12 thing is when they realize that they have something to lose if 

13 they don't do it, so I don't think that I, myself, and many 

14 of the other people are here pleading for something, but we 

m are just suggesting what has to be done if their particular 

16 -~~;-u~u~ i•S:·~t pne to remain -- well, "'ff their structure. is 

17 not going to be threatened in the future, and I am implying 

l8 right now to the Democratic Party structure, that it is defi-

19 nitely threatened within the next year if they don't act in 

80 a proper manner, for their ·own benefit, as well as ours. 

21 REV. CASSO: One final question, Mr. Calderon. 

Do you have an opinion as to why 1961, the redividin 

23 
of these lines, was made, as to the reason they were made? 

8' MR. CJ\LDERON: Well, if you are talking about the 

REV. CASSO: I am talking about Los .Angeles, your 



1 area now. 

a MR. CALDERON: Why we were cut up? 

I REV. CASSO: Yes.
0 

MR. CALDERON: Well, the primary consideration was' 
I a self-serving consideration, and it happened that in 1960 

.. 
8 the Democratic Party was also in p<Mer, and numerically or ., 

arithmetically, it benefits the Democratic Party to cut up our 

8 community, because what they are doing is slicing into a rich 

8 pie where the registration is 90 per cent or better Democra­

lD tic, and by each district taking a chunk. from that rich pie, 

11 they come out with districts that are 60 per cent or better 

12 in registration, so it gives them the opportunity to get more 

0 11 Democratic districts. 

14 What I am saying now is that the community in East 

JlS Los Angeles is not the same connnunity that existed in 1960 . 

18 I don't think there are fears of acting out against estab-
, 

1'1 lished structn1res, such as the Democratic Party, and I am sure 

JS that the Democratic Party is well aware of the sensitivity of 

19 the entire country to the results of any actions within the 

20 State. 

21 And I'. repeat, I think it definitely threatens 

22 national Democratic politics . I think they can be seriously 

2S challenged at the National Convention ,.in '72. 

24 REV. CASSO: Did you hear the testimony yesterday 

25 of Mr. Waxman, an assemblyman in ¢large of reapportionment? 
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• 1 MR. CALDERON: I was not here yesterday . 

2 I heard someone comment that he wasn't even con-

s vincad that there should be districts made up in the nature 

4 that we would like to see. 

G I am sorry to see that he has either been misinforme 

6 or ill-informed, and :r think that with this type of attitude, 

V his leadership in the Democratic Party, I think, is certainly 

8 going to be diminished, because we are going to be a much 

9 more significant party, and his remarks, I think, are 

10 recorded and will be remembered. 

11 CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Gabourie? 

MR. GABOURIE: No questions.

• 
l2 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: I have a couple here.11 

14 Mr. Calderon, you used th~ number eight as being a 

1& number which you felt would be acceptable to the Chicano com-

16 munity in the reapportionment. 

17 Is that breakup four assemblymen, two congressmen 

18 and two senators? 

l9 MR. CALDERON: Well, actually, if we are talking 

about strictly propr,rtionately, I would say 4.8 assemblymen20 

in Los Angeles County.21 

I don't have a breakdown of the rest of the counties22 

in the State, but L. A. County would be 4. 8, and that would be
81 

a minimum of two state senate districts, and two congressional.
24 

MR. REINHARDT: You also use the per cent of 35 per
25 
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cent as being what you considered a safe figure for a Chicano1 

candidate.2 

What do you base that opinion on?3
0 MR. CALDERON: Well, I made an assessment of the

' results of the elections that I was recently involved in for6 

the 29th Congressional District, and we found that without6 

question, anywhere we had even close to 35 per cent of theT 

registered votes, we carried that area heavily.8 

It was the marginal areas of 20 to 25 per cent that9 

we had problems. Some we won, and some we didn •t.10 

Where there was 35 per cent, there was no question.u 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: All right. Thank you very much,12 

0 Mr. Calderon, for your appearance and testimony. Your report
18 

U has been received_~ 

We will now take a five-minute break.
115 

(A short recess was taken.)
16 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Our next scheduled witness is Mr.
1'7 

J8 Abe Tapia, President, Mexican-American Political Association. 

(Applause.)
19 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Would you state your name for the 
IO 

record, and occupation, please?
21 

MR. TAPIA: Abe Tapia, professional agitator, Chican
0 12 

agitator.
II 

But for the record, all that this Commission has to 
I& 

do is call the local Police Department, the FBI, the Justice 
215 
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• 1 
Department, and you will have all of the facts before you of 

I 
who I am and what I represent, and what organization we have 

I 
been trying to develop in terms of politics, since we are 

4 
going to address ourselves to the exclusion of Mexicanos in 

I 
the State of Califomia. 

8 
But before going into any remarks with respect to 

V 
allawing the members of this Commission, since they are all, 

8 
I am sure, not bilingual --

9 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Could you speak up a little more? 

10 
MR. TAPIA: All right. 

u 
I am going to say some words in Spanish. I am sure 

12 
that there's much need for this Canmission to once again 

ll address itself ·to the problem of Spanish-speaking. 

M We have in the past come before you to present testi 

115 mony in English. That in itself is not, you know, of any 

16 value to the Spanish-speaking who are out there in the State 

17 of California and are not in fact being informed of what you 

18 are doing or what you intend to do. 

19 I think this Commission owes a responsibility to 

20 those three million Mexican people that are there, those mono-

21 linguals who do not speak, read or write English. I think you 

22 

• 
should have these sessions in Spanish. 

I think you ought to ad.dress yourselves to the very 

24 important factors that we have to present to you as indivi-

25 duals that represent the respective communities. 
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7J l I think you must, you know, align yourselves with 

2 the Spanish-speaking, if you are truly seeking to change or 

3 trying to find ways in which to help the Spanish-speaking.
0 

4 (Whereupon, Mr. Tapia delivered a 30-minute presen-

& tation in Spanish. Said presentation has been preserved on 

6 tape, which is now in the custody of the court reporter.) 

'1 I am going to go into the reasons of why we have 

a ·b~en in the situation as we are, in the political mainstream, 

9 particularly. 

10 And I wish to -- because we do have a representative 

11 of the Democratic Party here, I wish to call attention to 

12 representatives of the Democratic Party and the Republican 

0 13 Party, as well. 

The Democratic Party with the idea that liberals are14 

ti.le best f>r the Mexican community, that the Democratic Party115 

is the ideal party for the !•1.exican people has tried to convinc18 

us, and in fact has practiced, you know, psychological geno­
1'1 

cide on our people by always saying that the Democratic Party 

since the days of Roosevelt has been the one who has kept you
19 

alive, that they have been the ones whohave given you every-
20 . 

thing that you have.
21. 

0 What have we? We lost California for being too good
22 

That is what they gave us. 
21 

It was those Democrats that gave away California 
21 

• took it nay, I should say, but we wish to remind the 



(Applause.) 

2 MR. TAPIA: I think the Democratic Party ought to• 
l 

address itself tothe question of these districts now, once

0 
a 

4 and for all. 

I If they fail to realign the districts or cut them 

8 up as they do to the interest of the Mexican people, they 

"I will suffer. They will suffer in defeat, and I propose that 

8 we go to the National Convention with the National Convention 

9 with the Freedom Organization and go into the National Con-

10 vention and say to them that California is no different than 

11 the Southr in fact, it is even worse. 

l2 They have racial bigots in the State of California 

18 that have practiced this kind of discrimination against the 

14 Mexican-American people for many years, and it is high time 

Jl5 that this Commission, as well as those in -- members of the 

16 Legislature address themselves to those problems. 

l"l It was those liberals that were in power, those 

lB Democrats that were in pOW'er that now we say, "Ha,,, come we 

0 

19 are in the situation that we are in? 11 

20 We should have been saying to them at those -- years 

21 ago -- and we did -- "Why didn 't you align the districts to 

22 elp our people, as you did the black community? 

28 "Why did you sit by quietly when everyone was prac-

• 24 ticing genocide against our people? 

25 "Why didn't you, the forefront-runners,- the good-
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·O 

1 minded people, the Democrats, do something al;!out discrimina-

2 tion in housing? 

a "Why didn't you do something about employment, as 

4 far as the Mexican connnunity? 

5 "Why did you let education get down to the standard 

6 that it is now? 

'7 nWhy did ycu deny that child, you knc:,w, the right 

8 to partake as co-equals with anyone else? 

9 "Why did you tr,y to rob the person here in this 

10 State of California of his language? 11 

u This Democratic Party -- and I have in the past 

12 presented it to the party, that "you must change, and you must 

U reform yourself", and I mean reform it that all languages of 

14 the Democratic Party coming into the circles from the states 

us of local level be in Spanish. Everything coming out of the 

16 Democratic Party, as well as the Republican Party must come 

1'7 out in Spanish, so that our people can truly feel that they 

18 can partake in this society. 

19 If you ignore the question of the language, and .you . 

20 do not move to insure that the ballots are writ~eri in Spanish,,. 

21 if you do not move to make it a mµs-t that when you come to the 

22 Convention of the Democratic Party, that you have everything 

11 that is being said, that everything is being presented in Span-

2' ish, that when you have individuals that appear before the 

25 
Democratic Party, that they be given the right to speak in 



i Spanish.
1 

The Democratic Party hasn't done that, nor do I see
2 

a change in it.
3·O I have seen the proposal that they have before them 

. ' now. It 1S again the same redundant type of discrimination in 
& 

a hidden fo:cm.
6 

They talk about how we are going to be given oppor-
7 

tunities. I question whether they will give us opportunities.
8 

I giestion whether they will in fact ever be able to really su
9 

port Ch.ie~--in ..loea.i races, assembly races,
10 

we even have members of the Legislature, from the Senate, try­
U 

ing to inject in the Senate record -- or have injected in the u 
Senate record that organizations such as MALDEF, because theyu 
are racist, because they only stand up for Mexicans~ t:H:,t 

That is true. Who else is going to stand up for the? 
15 

Somebody else? 
16 

Well, the answer has been for hundreds of years, no. 
1'1 

No one has stood up for the Mexican community, and if it must 
18 

be on the record that MALDEF is racist, then let it be so, but 
19 

it is you who created the racism. 
ID 

We are there only fighting to gain some representa­
21 

tion in our State of California on the basis of being right,-o 12 
on the basis that you tax our people, and you have no right to 

• tax them if you do not give them representation. 

I think you have to live up to the principles of the 



1 Constitution. You have to address yourself to the change that 

2 is necessary. u 

I If you do not, you will not have a Democratic Party. 

4 You will fail miserably. 

B As you know, in this last election, many Democrats 

8 felt, and many of you talked about it, how do we keep organi-

7 zations such as MALDEF and other Chicano groups from getting 

8 organized to the point that it will be a threat against local 

8 assemblymen and local senators? 

JO You can't do that any longer. With three million 

l1 people coming into the stronghold of the State of California, 

l2 you are going to have a war, a continual war. We might lose 

11 a battle, but the war goes on, and I think that is what we 

14 are indicating to you, that we are ~sking for peace and tran­

ll quillity, just as much as you are, but we are not going to 

18 take a step backwards. 

1'1 l: think that the Democratic Party ought to talk abou 

18 the districts that we wish to obtain for the Mexican commun±ty, 

19 such as the 45th, the 48th, the 51st, the 50th. 

20 

-O 

Those districts, you know, that are heavily popu-

21 lated by the Mexican community. You and I know it, that 

22 there is well over one million people in that very area of 

aa the County there·, and also you know there's some 600 ,ooo Span-

24 ish-speak.ing people in that area, and yet we have no repre-

215 1;1entation. 



out of one lousy little district in the State of1 

California, the very smallest district in the State of Cali-2 

fornia, we were able to finally obtain representation, with 

0 
4 

3 

the 40th District. That is not enough, when you have three 

6 million people residing in the State of California. 

6 What the Democratic Party ought to do, the Repuhli-

can Party ought to do, and all of those high liberal-minded7 

people, they ought to call attention to the Nationalization8 

Act which discriminates against the Mexican-American people.9 

That Act says that we cannot become citizens merely10 

hecause we can't read t.11e English language, or that we can't11 

read the constitution in English.12 
That is what you ought to do if you really want to 

change, because out of that you will get many, many more peopl
14 

that will be able to participate, and I mean participate asus 
co-equals.

16 
You will be al>le to give them an entry into society

1'1 

that is, above all things, a necessary thing for this society,
18 

if we are able to survive. 
l9 

You cannot go on, you cannot go on and keep Mexican 
20 

people in ignorance. You cannot go on and discriminate agains
21 

them on the basis of laws or administrative rulings, because 
12 

• you feel that's right for this country . 

You can do some things, though. You can free them 
2C 

• fl;'om that bondage r from that bondag.e that has kept them, you 
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1 knew, into a situation that they have been unable through the 

2 courts -- they have been unable through the courts, mind you. 

s We have tried everything. The peaceful route has been the onl·o 
4 way that we have tried, and yet we have failed to achieve any 

s kind of equality or any kind of suggestions from those in 

e that we are really going to get a change in the State of Cali-

7 fornia, as well as in this country. 

a We knO'W' that that Walter-McCarran Act needs to be 

9 changed_, ..and __yo~ can_' t allow those J_n .poW,e+, __ those that use th 

10 offices of immigration to suppress our people, such as George 

11 Rosenburgh in Los Angeles, that individual ought not to forget 

l2 that the Jews suffe~d genocide, you know, in Germany, and 

18 we don't wish it to be practiced against the Mexican people 

14 through the process of ad.ministrative laws and rulings,. 

I think he ought to have the courage and convictionll5 

16 to stand up and say that the laws of immigration and naturali-

1'1 zation aren •t just. 

I find it out of order when I see Mexican-AmericanJS 

people being exploited, when I see them being denied the right19 

80 to health care, and being denied the right to organize them-

selves into unions, when I see them being attacked by the 

·O 
21 

police. I see this as totally unacceptable to me as a Hexican22 

and citizen of this country.85 

I find this unacceptable, and I think we have toPA 

change those laws in order to allow our people to maintain
215 
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their status here as well _as anyone else . 

We wish to remind the United States, and also this• 1 

Legislature, that we cannot allow employers to tax our people,

0 
8 

4 pay income tax, Social Security, FICA, anything else that you -

15 can talk about -- and they talk about them being illegal. 

8 They employ them., and they tax them, and then they 

'I deport them. You have no right in this State of California to 

8 deport anyone, especially when you are cheating them and rob-

9 bing them. This country does not have that right, nor are we 

10 going to allCM it. 

11 You must pay back every cent that every person that 

U you call an ·illegal -- every person that has been deported; 

11 we wish them to be brought back into the community, into the 

14 Mexican community, or give them back to the Mexican people 

JJ5 who are back on the other side of the border. 

18 You must pay that penalty, because the United States, 

1'1 in collusion with the State of California, where the majority 

l8 of the Mexicans are, have practiced this type of a situation 

19 where they have taken moneys from our people and have used it 

20 for the wars of Vietnam. This we oppose, totally .. 

A VOICE: Right on. 

(Applause . ) ·o 12 

23 MR. TAPIA: It also should come to your attention, 

24 and I heard it yesterday in testimony, that once you have an 

25 electable candidate, that this is what we need. This is a 

21 
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10 

15 

20 

25 

1 bunch of b. s. We don• t need an elected cangidate. We need 

2 a candidate that comes from the community, and selected by the 

s comm.unity, and we don't give a damn if the Democratic Party 

0 likes him, or the Republican Party likes him.4 

We are going to select him, not the parties. The 

e Chicano community is going to select their own candidates, 

7 and that is why I have been trying to resolve some of the 

8 problems in our OW'n community of unifying our community so 

that we can, once and for all, determine what are we going to9 

do with the two-party system that affects us every day? Every 

day the most miserable of conditions.11 

We are saying to them that the La Raza Unida Party12 

0 is going to be one that is gc~ng to fight them, no matter wha18 

M We are going to make it a reality in the State of California, 

s~ch as in Texas, New Mexico, J'..rizona and Colorado. 

We are going to continue to hound each and every one
16 

l'T of you. We are going to practice that psychological damage 

on your minds, as Cesar Chavez has.
18 

(Applause . ) 
19 

MR. TAPIA: We are going to practice that psycholo-: 

gi.cal damage that Cesar Chavez has practiced on the ranchers. 
21 

Can you imagine those growers every night going to·o 22 

• sleep and wondering, what is that little Mexican going to do 

tomorrow? That is rea1ly a damaging thing.
2' 

He is wondering if he is going to lose all of his 



• fields, lose all of his help .l 

And he is not using one single weapon, just the wea­2 

s pon of being right. A person that is dolhng something that is 

0 just, and that is the kind of war that we are engaged in.4 

I think it is a war that we are going to continue,5 

and we must continue where we are able to. We must always be6 

., there at the forefront in order to obtain at least tranquillit 

and at least to obtain representation that we so much need.8 

But one of the things -that.. we can smn.··up, .and that9 

is important for you as representatives of the parties, and10 

also representatives of the various conununities, to recognize11 

the fact that when we have struggles in this countey, the12 

Mexican people, we have well over 15 million, possibly, Mexi­
13 

can people in this whole country of cµrs, but the thing that Iu 
1IS wish to remind the State of California, being the closest to 

the Mexican border, that t..11.ere are 300 to 400 million Latins16 

that don't necessarily favor the United States, and I wonder17 
b.c:::,.,7 much more you are going to punish Mexico, how much longer

18 

are you going to go on with your sort of buying out those coun
19 

tries.
ID 

You can't practice imperialism in Mexico, because
21 

we are not going to allow it as Mexican-Americans or citizens·O 12 

• of this countey,, because we tend to believe that because you 

have, in fact, perpetrated -- and Iam talking about the United 
I& 

States and citizens -- have perpetrated such a situation as 



1 
throughout the Latin-American countries that you don't have 

I 
any friends there at all. 

I We know why you don't have any friends. You don't
O· 4 take care of even those Mexicans fil this country, so how can 

they ever say to you that you have been fair? Iiow can they" 
8 say to you that you are really trying to solve the problems 

'1 that affect everyone in this society? 

8 How can you say it is a melting pot, when there I s 10 

9 or 15 million people out of a job? 

10 But you must remind yourself every night that 

ll there's three or four hundred million that are watching you 

l2 every day. It is not the yellow race. It is all of those tha 

lZ surround us, all around us, everydday. 

~.nd I know one thing, the .day will come when the 

11 .Mexican Government will uprise. I know the day will come, and 

16 then they will say to you, "You must pay back every penny that 

17 you stole from the Mexican community. You must pay. 11 

JS (Applause.) 

19 MR. TAPIA: There is a process that we have already 

20 stated before, and we will state it here. MALDEF is organiz-

21 ing in Mexico, as well as here in the United States, arid we 

22 are going to continue to do so. 

We are going to engage in these struggles that are 

24 going to be for the detenr~nation of our people, and that we 

25 are going to call attention in the country of Mexico to the 



• 1 wrongs that they also have, but that they must also address 

thew.selves to the problems that they have in the corr:munities2 

here in the United States; that they must challenge the Presi-

0 
8 

dent of the United States, and not let President Nixon, or4 

any President, for that matter, perpetrate the buying out of5 

people, and enslavement of the people such as they are doing6 

along the border.V 

r..1h.at they are doinS" now, because they can 't find the8 

black corr~unity, and they can't enslave them no longer, they
9 

are nOW' trying to enslave the Mexican cor..munity along the bor-
10 

U der. This we will not tolerate. 

We are going to get rid of those conglamerate indus-

• 12 

tries that we have in Mexico, and outside on the borders. We 
13 

are going to find a way in which to eliminate them, 9et theu,
14 

out of there. ive don't want the enslavement of people.
16 

You must use the influc:nce of this Commission to 
16 

look into those things that are happening there. 
17 

When those people are used as daily cow.muters to 
18 

Le slaves for you, no. I say that this country, if tJiey wish 
19 

to have all of the fruit picked, everyl.iody ought -to be a picker
20 

• ,I.
ir that is the way it is going to be. 

21 
I don 1 t find it right, nor will I accept it, that

·O 22 
only Mexicans are going to be the ones that are going to har­

vest this fruit, and all of the vegetables and everything of 
2' 

o~ society that we need here in this country or the State 



•l of Califomia. 

I say that we ought to find other groups to take2 

s over. ~•he Mexicans are going into institutions now. We are 

0 going to go into the educational fields, and we are going tu 

do it at a rapid pace. We are going to move in there. l'lie are6 

going to stay there. We are going to get away from the fields.6 

., We are going to bring i:exicans into the cities, away 

from the fields, so that then the welfare syste~s can really8 

feel the bite, and we will get our back rent that you owe us9 

so much, because we have been enslaved in the fields, and we10 

are going to move back into the city, so that Governor Reagan11 

can tremble every night when he sees the Mexicans coming into12 

0 the uroan centers.13 

A VOICE: Right on.14 

(1...pplause. )us 
MR. TAPIA: If we can address ourselves again to the16 

-· 
l'l discrimination that affects us. in -m~ny ways, and we have_ boclie 

such as this -- and it is a sham to the Mexican people. It is18 

a sham to the Mexican people and to the country to have bodies
19 

such as this not being given enforcement powers.
20 

I appreciate your efforts as individual members of
21 

D this Commission, but it is not 9ood enough. It is not good
22 

enough just for you to come up and investigate and document
II 

• come up with nice reports. We knm-.· what the facts are, and y 

know them as well as I do. 
215 



1 • But we need enforcement powers, so ..that your Com-

2 mission can get into the real solving of problems, such as 

the East Los Angeles situation which- we have not been able to

0 4 

3 

resolve, but we find Mexicans being killed indiscriminately, 

6 and yet we have judges questioning why ~exicans have guns in 

6. their guns sometimes . 

7· And they say, "What are they trying to do, start a 

8 revolution?" 

9 No, the people that are causing revolutions are the 

10 police chiefs of this ceuntry. And I wish to remind you of 

ll the things that they are trying to do. 

12 When you get a group of police chiefs in the nation, 

13 ' of the nation trJing to find ways to control communities, what 

they mean is that they want to encarcerate groups of people,l4 

such as blacks, Chicanos, and such as they did with the15 

Japanese duri:p.g .the World War.16. 

I say that this is not going to be tolerated. This1'1 

tiJT1e they are going to have Ii.asses of people that are going18 

to rebel against that.19 

'l'he Jewish cornmuni ty is now coming up. You have20 

seen the leadership cominq up. Nm..; we are deterrnined to21 

·O fight for our rights, too.
22 

We are determined to say to this country that they13 

have been practicing certain things against us that are wrong,
24 

and we are goin0 to, unequivocally, stand up and fight against
25 



1 
them. 

I I praise those individuals, because they are doing 

a something, because there I s so many of those in that faction0 
• that remained silent for too long, and in fact, perpetrated 

8 some of the very discrimination which affects us. 

I I wish to remind this Commission, this Committee, 

7 how they affeet us. Those that were in power, those who were 

I in power in the motion picture industry, those • who all't7W'ed 

8 the depicting of Mexicans as being the lazy type of indivi-

10 duals , or depicted them in the stereotype situations where 

D they could never ever go before anyone for employment and be 

JI treated as another individual, but :y:et the things that we have 

D seen as a result of that, the kind of mentality that is used 

1' to practice discrimination, it is a sick mentality. 

:us I challenge individuals such as Lou Watzerman, who 

18 is guilty of it, being one of the leaders of the Democratic 

l'1 Party, being one of those that pays -- one of the highest --

18 into the kitty of Sheriff Pitchess of Los Angeles, and I have 

19 those records. 

And it is questionable of those Democrats and those 

11 Republicans, really he,.,; much they fight for the rights of 

22 people, ·when you see them being listed as individuals who con·· 

23 tributed to a man that suppresses a group of people in the 

8' veey heart of Los Angeles, Sheriff Peter Pitchess. 

25 This is very sad, when you think that you have 

20 
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l friends in the Derlocratic Party that really have fortitude,89 

2 but when you find them as being listed as contributors, you 

8 question how much of a friend is he. 

0 , So then we say back to ourselves, let us organize 

our conununity, and there is no substitute. Let no Mexican eve6 

say there's a substitute for organization or that we have6 

individuals that are going to articulate our needs, or that
"I 

we are going to have individuals who are going to represent us
8 

to our interest a~ every level all of the time.
9 

We will ah1ays find deficiencies, even in our mm.
10 

l\nd I question the Democratic Party, when they
11 

always address to me , "What are you goin<;.1 to do, put in a Bi11 

• 
12 

LaH.osca of Los Angeles?"
13 

I say that we are entitled to our bastards. You 
14 

have many of yours. You take care of your own. 
15 

(Applause.}
16 

HF. TAl'Ili.: I think that '.•:e also, because th.ere is 
17 

a discrinination that takes place in the political process, 
18 

and how do we get individual merr,bers of the Legislature and 
19 

the parties to address themselves to this? 
20 

The very thing that the Dernocra~ic Party is doing 
21 

tonight, you will find that they have a fee there for ~ntering

·O 22 
or going into the Democratic larty. 

23 
The people frorr: the Mexican community can't even buy 

24 
beans for the next day. They are asking them to partake in 

25 



1 the Democratic Party, a convention of the Democratic Party, 

2 and they exclude them by using what is really a poll tax. 

3 This is what, in fact, the Democratic Party is doing

0 
4 They are excluding the people that they use and abus 

5 daily in their votes, and they deny them the entrance to the 

6 Democratic rarty, providing a taxation .at the door in order 

.,. to get in . 

8 This we will not tolerate fron· the Democratic Party. 

9 I think the evidence last year -- or the year prior to that, 

10 when we had demonstrations against them, and we had the door 

11 open for some people to get in, but that is not good enough. 

12 It must be a practice of the Democratic Party, if they really 

-0 us want to survive. 

The Republicans cannot go.on untouched. We must14 

m challenge the Republicans, also. The Republicans have in thei 

16 midst also racial bigotry taking place every day .. But they ar 

no -dif":terent. To us...there is no ··-d-if£erence, and ·that is why1'1 

JS we say to them, they have to open up their arms. Either they 

19 do that, or we will be fighting them, likewise, in every dis-

trict throughout the State of California, and we have evidence20 

21 of that in the last election. 

We have seven, eight or ten Mexicans running state-22 

wide for different offices. That was only the start. 

Let me rendnd you now of the 18-year-old Mexican 

youngster coming up nO"w. You are going to find him in every 



91. 1 district. We are going to put up candidates from the Mexican 

I community at every level, Democrats, Republicans, and every-

I thing that you like. 

4 we are going to have him in there in the La Raza 

I unida Party to destroy those that don't wish to be part of the 

8 system. That is,to help all people. 

7 The system, I believe, if I understand it correct, 

8 is to help all people, and we just cannot allow it to go on 

9 inundating us , really, keeping us in the poverty, keeping us 

10 in miserable cond~tions, and denying us education. 

11 I think that one of the things that r would suggest 

12 to you as a Committee, that now you really get behind this 

11 Committee of providing institutions, educational institutions, 

M such as the one being proposed at UC Davis here for the Mexi-

11 can community . 

• You should enforce that. You should find ways in 

17 bring resources to that college, so that we will have 

JS the first time in the histor1 of California a college of 

19 own, an institution that our Mexicanos can be proud of, 

20 open up campuses in Los Angeles, San Bernardino, 

everywhere. 

22 We will have everything taking plac~ that is of an 

81 

·o 
to our coromunity, and we will have that educational 

nstitution to for once and all rid the bad education -systems 

at we got from the Max Raffertys and the like, that practiced 



1 against our community. 

2 And I am lucky to say that we survived that one 

S battle, and we got rid of that individual. I think we should 

0 4 get rid of others similar, like 1-!ax Rafferty, because those 

6 individuals cause g-reat harm to the Mexican community, espe-

6 cially to that young child who doesn't speak English and tries 

7 to come into the school system, and being denied everything 

8 merely because he can't speak English. 

And the hunger that goes on with our kids yet. The9 

people in this Democratic Party haven •t addressee] themselves10 

u to the real things that are needed. 

Getting to vote is one thing, but what do you do12 

0 about that youngster, that family that doesn't have food in13 

the morning? What do you do about that person t...ltat goes tou 
school, and duripg the lunch hour he is taken away from the15 

rest of the kids, because he has nothin9 else to do. What he
16 

is trying to do is keep away from lookino at the food that17 

other kids are eating.
18 

It is a sad situation in the State of California.
19 

You are goin<.:! to have to open up and check every school and
20 

see -- it is evidenced here, because I have individuals that 
21. 

D came from the various parts of the State. They have shown n,e
22 

facts and figures of school districts where they are now pro-
23 

vidinH some food for them on the basis of community support
81 

only, and that is very minimal. 
25 
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• l What you have to do is insure that ±he federal gov-

2 ernment, as well as the state, provides the necessary funds 

3 to feed our youngsters, and any youngster that is hungry.

0 
4 I don't think we ought to substitute Vietnam, you 

know, and then deny hunger over here for our youngsters. 

6 I say that we ought to feed our own, take care of 

7· some of our own people here, and Vietnam we can throw away 

a forever. we don't need it. 

9 We need to be insuring every day of the year that 

our people are well fed, and well educated, and can partake 

11 as co-equals. 

12 Finally, I think what you have to address yourself 

13 'to is the political exclusion of .Mexicans. How do you exclude 

them?14 

•· • In th..e. very syst;e1.1 thi:lt -th~ ~Uccl'.t;i9nal teachers , 

professors, and so on, promote is the one that keeps tlle I·~exi.-·16 

can or the younqsters frore participating at the legislative17 

end.18 

Do you knO\·: that going to the political science19 

classes over there, all they talk about is the Humphreys, the 

1-~ccarthys, and statistics, but theynever teach a Mexican, a21 

black, a poor white what it is thathis asseFhlyman does here0 22 

• 
in Sacramento. 'I'hey never allow him to come and lobby.. They

23 

never allow hiw to come into the committees .
24 

Th.ey never do anything to promote this kind of 



l 

0 

political awareness through the college system. 

I. The affluent, they get a chance to come here. They 

S have all kinds of trips. The Mexican kids, they don't have-o 
'- that, that opportunity. 

e You must insure that the educational systemr when 

8 they teach political science, that they make thei:1 so realistic 

7 and so practicable that they inform them what it is to work 

8 in a campaign, being involved in political campaigns as being 

I part of the curriculum. 9ettin9 them in there to learn how 

11 to set up precinct operations in their very districts. 

11 Letting them know once and for all that they are a 

l2 part of the system and that they must do certain things, but 

11 do it only if they are allowed, but they don't allow it. 

1' I think funds ought to be provided out of the State 

115 of California through the educational system to have a lobby-

18 ing house here in Sacramento for the Mexican people. 

17 I think the Democratic Party would get an A plus, 

l8 if they provided such a vehicle for the Nexican community. 

19 For we will have our own, we will take care of our own des-

20 tiny. l·le will have our own lobbies, and those assemblymen 

. 21 ~nd those senators, every ti1i.e that the bill is voted, every 
,~,. 

:, 22 time it cornes either for or against, we ·will have ~-1exican 

2a people here testifying in support or against the bill. 

This would be an insurance factor. In lieu of rep 

25 sentation, we will be able to call people here at any given 
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95 l noment's notice, when we see that our interests are not heing 

2 met by the State of California. 

I think this is a suggestion that the Democratic 

0 
4 

3 

Party can undertake in total consideration with the Republican 

Party. They must get away from dividing our community on the6 

basis of parties.6 

It is they who have the problems, not us. We are7 

organized, and we are going to continue to maintain that sem­8 

blance of unity all of the way through, so that we can once9 

and for all say that we are tired of the discrimination that
10 

is taking place from the party standpoint. The two-party sys-u 
tern has failed the Mexican. We don't need it. We don't want

12 

it. We are going to have our own party.
18 

We are saying to you that you can't have your party,
14 

you know, and eat your cake, too. You are not .going to do 
Ui 

that, because we are goin1:;: to want part of the action. 
16 

And one of the final things that I guess I must say,
17 

we don't want all of California back, at least not all at once. 
18 

We want a little bit at a time. 
19 

'.l'hank you. 
20 

(Applause . ) 
2l 

CH.l'.IPJ-ili.N SILLAS: 1,ir. rrapia, I would like for the 
22 

record to acknowledge Mr. l.lfred Montgomery froIP San Diego na.l 
23 

joining the Committee up here. 
24 

Are there any questions from t:he Committee? 
25 



Mr. Gabourie?1 

MR. GABOURIE: Yes, sir.2 

3 It appears that the problem at hand is reapportion-

0 
4 ment of the State. 

5 Do you have any particular suggestions as to protect 

6 the Mexican-American community in the heavily populated areas 

7· like Los Angeles in that respect? 

;,:R. TAPIA: Yes, I have here, and I will provide8 

9 this information for the hearing. 

10 In the districts of Los ll.llgeles, particularly in the 

East side component there of the County, we have districts11 

and the entire area is divided into parts of the 40th, 45th,12 

0 13 the 48th, the 50th, the 51st, the 52nd, 53rd, 56hh and 66th 
. 

,._,.... ., .. ·-~14 Assembly district. .•. - ·--

US This should be redrawn into four complete districts. 

I don 't have a IHap ·with me.16 

Again, I will repeat the districts. I don't know ifl'T 

you can see therr. there. Probably you can. The 40th,the 45th,18 

the 48th, the 50th, the 51st, the 52nd, the 53rd, the 56th,19 

and 66th, which is about eight districts there.20 

This should be redrawn into four complete districts,21 

0 assembly districts. They can. We have the school statistics.22 

The articulation is there. we have it all drawn up. 

'l'here are statistics to provide this Cornmittee with
24 

as well as those that are empowered. We have the statistics 



• l to change the districts . 

I. It also has the following State Senate districts, 

S or parts of, the 19th, the 27th, the 28th, the 29th, the 30th, 

0 4 the 35th and 37th. 

e These should be redrawn into two complete State 

8 Senate districts. 

7 And the follc:Ming parts of the Congressional dis-

8 tricts: the 19th, the 21st, the 23rd, the 25th, the 29th, the 

I 30th and 35th. 

10 These should be redrawn into one complete Congres-

11 sional district for the Mexican community. 

ll The portions a the City of Los Angeles, inside the 

11 city limits of Los Angeles, even though the Legislature 

M doesn't have any responsibility over that one particular issue, 

11 t..'1.at the City wi11 take care of itself, but we should -- it 

18 should be divided, you know, from the 9th, 13th and 14th coun-

17 cilrnatic districts, it should be redrawn into one big council­

• rnatic district, and you could very well do that to those dis-

19 tricts by the numbers that we represent there. 

We do have now court suits in there, trying to20 

21 determine whether in fact we will get an opportunity within 

22 t..~e City of Los Angeles. I believe if we are successful in 

23 the court action, of which I hope you will take affirmative 

81 action as a Commission by working with the judges and insur-

ing that they understand the problems of what is happening 25 



,, ..98 there in the denial of a representation of the City of Los1 

Angeles, which then can be transformed into the Legislature,2 

Assembly and the Senate, maybe by providing an impetus situa­

0 tion, then the Assembly can be sensitized to the degree -- an4 

rather than having 1!r. Waxman rcome up here and say, "I don't 

think I can, you know, redraw the district, because only the6 

Mexicans want it, because it is not right; the law does not 

say that :we should redistrict it on the basis of ethnic groups"8 

Well, let• s say this, that if he chooses to take tha9 

route, then Waxman, as well as other individuals that choose10 

that route, will face n1any Mexican candidates in the next elecu 
tion, and that's in 1972, so they had better get prepared for 

0 that little war that I said.
11 

We are engaging into a war. If we lose the battle,
14 

we will continue.
115 

NR. GABOUP~E: Is your recommendation based on the
16 

population concentration or registered voter concentration?
17 

7 MR. TAPIA: Well, they don't have it -- the reappor-
J8 

tionment doesn't count it on the basis of registered voters.
J9 

It counts it -­
IO 

Well, even knm•:ing that, you know, the census denied
11 

0. us the right of count. Every other group, the Indian group,
II 

the black g11oup, the Hawaiian group, everyone el~e got counted 

except Mexican-~..mericans. That's racial discrimination. 

We know that there's so obvious of an attempt, an 
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1 attempt to keep us out of the real nurr.bers that we are real1:y 

2 representing, you have got to remember, in particular the Eas 

3 side of Los Angeles, when you count an individual who is, by
0 

4 postcard sent a card~- and really this is what you do -- you 

fill out the sides, both sides on it. 

6 But there is also three or four hundred thousand 

7 alien residents that are there not counted. There's also, in 

8 addition to that, possil.>ly more than that, the "illegals", as 

9 they are called, and they are not here illegally. ~hose peopl 

are there, and they pay taxes. They go to school, they go to 

Ii church, they .do everything, but yet ··they ar~ denied the right 

12 to participate within this whole framework of redistricting,

(tt 13 because there is still this discrimination that takes place. 

14 We suqgest that they not redistrict it now, until we 

get a full count. We would like to insure, first of all, that 

16 we are treated as co-equals with every other group, and then 

17 the Asser.tbly can take proper action to redistrict. 

18 We are moving ahead to try to challenge in the 

19 courts the redistrictin~ that is now being promoted, or as is 

Lein~i pror:·bted by th.is Legislature. It is unfair and biased. 

l-':R. CJ\EOURIE: Then would it be your suggestion to21 

0 have an l~dvisory Committee made up of !·iexican-A:merican people22 

a throughout the United States excuse me throughout the 

I~exican-Ainerican populations of the State of California to24 

assist in the reapportioru~ent? 



-1.00 1 MR. TAPIA: Definitely. That would be one of the -

8 P. VOICE: Chosen by us , not by the big men. 

I HR. TAPIA: One of the things that would be in order 

0 4 is to create those task forces, certainly, but another irnport­

t, ant thing is to get our census, be sure that we get a fair 

I census of all of our people . 

., 
That redistricting, if they want to do it on the 

8 one man vote, fine, but let us not make it with three, four 

9 or five hundred thousand being denied, you know, and the right 

10 to be counted for the redistricting purposes. 

11 v!e want to get a count of our own, and we will do 

22 it. You provide the vehicle with which ·to do it. You insure 

• that the Legislature finds the funds that are necessary to 

M take a count in every district, every area that we reside in, 

11 to be sure that the Mexican count is properly done in the 

11 State of California. 

17 I think they owe this obligation to the Mexican-Ameri 

11 an community, first of all. 

19 1,m. GABOURIE.; Thank you. 

0. 

20 CHl,IP....-.,J,,.N SILLAS: Father Casso. 

81 REV. CASSO: I pass . 

II HR. GLICK: l:-.o. ·questions. 

Z5 CHl\IRr-1AN SILL.AS: Mrs. Kuchman? 

2& HRS. KDCHM.1:lJ: Yes. I think the solution is a very 

2& ood one, that since the census failed to give us the figures 



352 
lUl l that are necessary to do the riqht kind of a job, and redis-

2 trict, that a specific request should be r.:ade, because reappor 

3 tionment is going to be carried on now in California -- that a

0 
4 apecific request go to the Legislature from our group askin~ 

6 that funds l.;e given, an<l a vehicle established to determine 

those numbers correctly.6 

(l,.pplause.)7 

8 CHJ'.If-Yu\N SILLAS; Tllat wi 11 Le one of our reconm,en­

oations to the Legislature, I assume.9 

(l'.pplause.)10 

Cl!AIR.t AN SILLAS : 1--Jr. King?11 

1:--'I!. KING: I think it has been covered.12 

CHAIRMAN SILLl\.S: All right.13 

l. VOICE: Mr. Chairman, r."iay I ask a question?14 

(l·Jhereupon, a gentleman from the audience asked if115 

;_,:r. 'l'apia I s Spanish rer.iarks had been recorded.)16 

CHI:..IP-1•:m-. SILL!.G: \:e have l·'ir. 'l'apia I s words tapec:.17 

l1 VOICE: In Espanol?
18 

CH.i\Im'L:1N SILLAS. In Espanol.
19 

li. VOICE: {The remarks directed to Chaino.an Sillas20 
were in Spanish.)

21 

0 
fl!!R. KING: ~hank you1 ~:r. Tapia, for your presenta-22 

tion. 
23 

(Applau.::;e.) 
24 

l-~R. KING: \'.'e have another speaker, and I know your
25 

https://Chaino.an
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1.02 1 enthusiasm. 

MR. CORONA: Mr. Chairman, and members of the Advis-2 

3 ory Committee, I know that some of us out here are not totally

0 4 aware that it is a limited function group, but nevertheless, 

you have tried to at least provide a for\lll1 whereby some of 

6 these thoughts and feelings can be expressed, and I think that 

y· you should be commended for doing so, particularly in the tira-

8 ing and the delicate nature of this situation, which is keyed 

9 to the fight of the Chicano people for political representa-

tion. 

ll I know that I have one half an:\hour; however, we 

12 have a joint presentation which will be taken within that tirr,e 

Q 13 ·we are not going to stretch it beyond that. In fact, it will 

lA probably be shorter, since .r-:r. 'l'apia covered so eloquently our 

feelings . 

So I would like first to introduce .t-'iiss .An~relica16 

Lozano, a mell1ber of the Lobbying Chicano Task Force, who will17 

n1ake a few remarks .18 

(Applause.)19 

HISS LOZ.l\l~O: I would just like to recite a poem. 

CHAIP...l'.".AH SILLAS: I~xcuse me. Please give your name21 

0 for the record, and where you are from.22 

MISS LOZANu: Angelica Lozano, East Les l~geles.as 
I would just like to recite this poem, and I think

24 

it says enouah. It will explain itself. 



l 11Until yesterday you called me a good Chicano: 

I I was meek, hwnble, goddam ignorant. 

I I was young, passive, another pawn in the game

0 4 that you played. 

I I bent my knee, smilEd•., ,. echoed. Hy country, 

8 right or wronc;. 

"I I squatted, listened as the bastard beagle 

8 preached. 

I Corne now, let us reason together. I drank the 

10 blood of Christ, yet banditos bled me drI. 

11 I was a good lmerican. I licked the hand that 

l2 fed me crumbs. 

Ja Until yesterday you called me a good Chicano. 

M Naw- the years have fled. I am hack. You crawl 

11 behind a skirt. I spit my dreams upon you, 

16 deny your worms, seek a coward's grave. 

1'1 I stand before you, hurrbly. I am a writer, a 

JS poet, a human horn again who has learned to 

19 stand up. bear the burden of her people on her 

20 back. I no longer dead; I alive. My heart cries 

21 to my people. Numerous, united, we shall be but 

12 one voice for our great people." 

23 (Whereupon, a portion of the poem was spoken in 

panish.)2' 

25 .MISS LOZANO: "See my people rising? My peasant 
l .. 
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blood sings with pride. See my people refuse to 

bend? Prostitutes for ~nglo dogs. See a multi­

tude of clenched fists casting off shadows of 

death. 

See brothers hand in hand marching strong for the 

sun. Tender the flame of justice. Forge the swords 

of to111orrow. 

See, feel silver raindrops run down 1ny cheeks of 

brown. 

lintil yesterday you called me a good Chicano. 'l"oday 

you refer to ours as bad Chicano. You label me a 

disgrace because I dare to speak of truth, because 

I dare not be silent. Because I seek to change the 

image you have built of rne. Because I desire not 

to live or end my life in internal siesta, you point 

to rr.e as militant, because I will not crawl. Becaus 

I have learned to walk. Because I speak to it with 

being the hell of heins the syste.rn•s dog, patted on 

the head, "Nice girl, Angelita', while the fin;:er is 

being jammed up my ass because I desire to be myself. 

Listen. Listen. There is a message in the wind, as 

the people cry against the reigns of injustice . .t:ach 

day new voices join tcsether to take lead in a cor.uno 

cause." 

(Whereupon, a portion of t!1e poem was spoken in 
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• 1 Spanish.) 

2 (Applause.) 

3 MR. CORONA: It is pretty hard to present testimony

0 
4 after that. 

CHAIR!'IAN SILLAS; Yes, it is. 

!i.R. CORONA: But we have a task force here of 1026 

7· students, instructors and community people from colleges 

a. throughout Southe1m California and from a large body of organl 

9 zations which has been participating in these hearings and 

trying to convey our message to the various legislative com­

Ji rnittees and individual legislators. 

I am not going to read the list. I am just going12 

18 • to put it as part of the record. 

14 CHAilli-1AN SILLJ\..S: Thank you. 

MR. CORONA: our next presentation will be made Ly 

Carlos Penichet, who will speak on one of the aspects of deal­16 

ing ·with the political parties.17 

I•:R. PENICHET: I think that, as many of us have18 

wandered t..>irough. --19 

CHAIRMAN SILLJ:.S; Excuse me. Could you state your. 

naroe for the record, and indicate your occupation, please?21 

0 MR. PENICHET: Carlos Penichet, and I am a teacher.22 

CHAI PJ-11\N SILLl\S : Thank you .
21 

MF.. PEHICHET: As we have wandered throush the halls
84 

of the Legislature here, and met wit.l-i a number of the 
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1 representatives, I think all of us have an i~creasing impres-

1 sion that very little is going to be done about racial gerry-

1 mandering to the Chicano communities in this Legislature.

0 4. We have gotten roostly elusive comments, very subtly, 

I but directly we are being told that the primary considerations 

8 in this whole issue of reapportionment is that the incumbents 

7 in the Democratic Party are going to have to be protected. 

a There seems to be sort of an unwritten understand-

9 ing that people do not mess with each other I s districts, that 

10 they have a deference and respect for each other. 

11 And also, when we talk to a lot of the legislators, 

D they only speak to us in terms of their own districts, on how 

0 11 their position is going to be approached when reapportionment 

M comes around . 

So I think it is becoming clear, at least to me, 

18 anyway, that we really are not going to hope for much change 

17 from the Legislature when the bill goes before the Governor 

18 ext year. 

19 The question then is do we have any ott~er alterna-

20 bres? 

0 
21 I think some of the alternatives have been mentioned 

22 o the Commission hy otl'l.er people, such as the La Raza Unida 

13 )arty. But we still have the fundamental issue that we shall 

a& ot have a substantial rnajority in any one district to be abl 

25 o elect a representative. 

https://otl'l.er
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107 Now, we will be in a Letter negotiating position ifr 
we can coordinate the Chicano vote and deliver it to those2 

people who are going to be truly representative of the inter···s 
0 ests of the Chicano community.4 

So the other alternative that exists, if reapportion
6 

ment cannot be dealt with adequately here, is to go to the
6 

., courts. .And I think that what I would like to do is very 

briefly mention to you sorie of the alternatives in terr,is of
8 

this issue of one r,:an-one vote.
9 

The way it exists now, the Legislature has to con­
10 

sider the one nan-one vote as the prime consideration; and it u 
appears that that is all they are going to consider, in addi-

12 
tion to maintaining our or irr,proving the districts of the 

13 
incur.Lents of the party in control. 

14 
But when you look at the one n!an-one vote, and you

15 
put it up as a supreme consideration, you can't help but come 

16 
to the realization that if that is going to be the only guide­

l'I 
line, it is nothing but a sham. 

18 
The intent of the decision was to bring at..;out the 

19 
most ec1uitable and democratic representation possible, but it 

20 
cannot be done sirriply under one man-one vote. 

21 
Hypot.rietically, any social, economic, or ethnic group 

22 
could be gerry1t1andered in such a way to undercut his represen-

23 
tation. 

24 
For example, it would be very easy to gerrymander all 

25 
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"08 l of the rural areas so that 40 per cent of the population is 

2 rural, and 60 per cent of the population in each district 

3 would be urban; therefore the spokesman for that district
0 

4 would be an urban person, and it could be effective enough in 

some of these states, so that the rural communities would have 

6 no .representation whatsoever. 

7 Well, such has been the case with the minority corn·· 

8 munities, and such has been the case with the Chicano commu-

9 nity, where the districts have been racially gerrymandered in 

such a way that, as you all kncnv, and has been very well docu-

11 rnented, we have almost no representation at all, no real repre 

12 sentation. 

0 18 So then the issue is what alternative do we have? 

14 I think the first thing that this Conmission should 

consider is setting up some guidelines in addition to the one 

16 man-one vote. 

1'1 There• s some precedent in this area. l:or example, 

JS the CBC, the Califo_rnia C9u~cil for Dernqcrgtic California 

19 Democratic Council, has taken on this whole issue of other 

0 

guidelines in a little publication that they put out called ·th 

21 Democratic Crisis, and it is also a warning to the Democratic 

22 Party that they are alienating themselves from large percent-

83 ages of population. 

2& Now, in this publication that was published, inci-

dentally, back in 1965 to deal with the reapportionrr~nt of 
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• 1 the Senate, they gave 10 other criteria that should be care-

I fully considered when reapportioning. 

I The first one was a strict adherence to the one man-

0-
• one vote. The next three deal with information to do the 

1. reapportiomr.ent, which was, according to them, through census 

•· material at that time. 

'7' Now, the fourth one has to do with compactness, 

• that the districts should be as compact as possible. 

• And the fifth one, and as far as I am concerned, 

·.,., 1D t."lis should be the second one in prio~ity, is communities of 

D. interest, political, social, economical, and historical. 

This should be respected to the degree practicable 

US in determining districts by minimizing t."le joining of com­

M pletely dissimilar or antagonistic communities. 

JI Now, this has not been done in East Los ~ngeles, and 

J8 this has never been a question of priority in determining 

1'7' reapportionment. 

18 In addition to that, and I am going to leave this 

19 for the record, there was a brief prepared by the California 

20 Democratic Council. It was presented to the United States 

21 Supreme Court of the State of California in 1965, and in here 

22 they give quite a detailed explanation of some of these prin-
~ 

• ciples that they have expanded in the ten points . 

I think that these guidelines need to be established, 

25 and I think that they need to be established within the 
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1.10 l Legislature, because if not, we are going to find a repetition 

a of the same sort of thing. 

a All right. Now, what if they are not? \'ihat if no 

other consideration is important or significant in determining 

5 reapportionment except the one r.lan-one vote and the protection 

of incumbent Democrats?6 

T 'l'hen I think we do have some opportunity of challeng 

ing the whole issue of reapportionment before the courts.8 

And I tried to do some research in this field, and9 

unfortunately, this Hhole area has gone pretty much untested.10 

The Supreme Court passed on Comilion vs. Lightfoot,u 
which was a denial of ti."'le 14th llJnendinent. There are some12 

parallels to what goes on in East Los .Angeles in <.:omilion vs.D u 
Lightfoot, hut it is not really the same situation. There arelA 

some differences, and that is where you have people excluded
16 

from a ci t~;t.16 

'Ihey were 9errymc:mdere<l all of the blacks ~ere
17 

gerrymandered out of a city that ,,1as sr_ruare before, and the
18 

ne'.1 ci-ty had 28 sides, precisely, because they were constitut-
19 

ing a majority, and they were going to be able to represent
20 

representatives.
21 

D So the Supreme Court said that that was illegal unde 
22 

the 14th .lUi'.endment. nut it isn't quite the same situation. 
28 

But I think --- and I have talked to a number of la 
24 

yers, includin_g a lawyer who has 1:,een working extremely hard. 
as 



• l on this issue of reapportionr.ent, b:;.1 the nallle of Cera.ad Hill . 

lJe worked very hard in 1965 and '66.2 

And he said that a very good case could be fought3

0 in courts to deal with this issue of racial gerrymandering4 

against the 14th lw.endrnent of equal protection of the law.5 

He said, and if the Legislature is not going to do6 

7· it, the courts are going to have to take this issue on, 

because otherwise the whole .thrust of the "one man - one vote"'8. 

is totally meaningless and diluted, if tha.t is the only con­9 

sideration.10 

So I think that the cor,1munity , the Chicano commu-11 

nity is going to move very hard in this direction. There are
12 

C 'some areas in the East Los ;,ngeles part of L. A. where citi-
18 

zens are already beginning to sign petitions, to request that
14 

they not be represented by their representative, because they
llS 

-don·.- t fee·l ..they are_ being adequ~:~~ly represented, and they
16 - •• -~ -. -

are going to petition to be moved into other districts where
1'1 

the;{ feel other contiguous <listricts to their lines, where
18 

they feel they will be represented more adequately.
19 

This is another ·way of going at it. And I think thi
20 

whole issue is goins to have to be fought in the courts after
21 

the bill is 6 igned by the GC1VE'rnor • 
22-·O 

Dut I do think that the Cor..mission here should draw 

up some of these guidelines and present t.11er.1 to the I.re<:iir; la-
24 

ture, in terrr•s of otner considerations in the area of 
25 



1 12 l reapportionment. 

I This is all that I want to say. Thank you. 

a .MR. CORONA: Thank you, Carlos. o· 
The presentation that I was supposed to concentrate'· 

I on deals with the policies and practices of two political par­

e ties in terms of the granting of a potential for getting effec 

7 tive representation by our Chicano community in the State of 

8 California . 

• And I would like to just point out that both parties 

10 have been guilty of using the Spanish-speaking and Chicano 

U vote for their imperative of control of the l.-egis:lation -- of 

J2 the Legislature, and of control through incumbents whose alle-

0 

0 18 giance is not owed or accountability is not owed to the Chi-

M cano community, and thus we have the gerrymandering which is 

11 taking place. 

18 Both parties are guilty of this. And let me say 

l'r this: both parties ultimately have shown that the'.l'· represent 

!8 big money interests . Let us not forget this ver:1, very basic 

19 situation, that when it comes down to who they really represent 

20 oth parties, including the Democratic Party, have been grea:tly 

21 oil money, by finance savings and loan money, 

22 big builders, and so £orth. 

83 Those are the people who have called the tune. We 

M three-sided, or three-pronged approach by the organize 

25 mocratic Party and its representatives in the Legislature, 
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l and outside. It represents three attitudes. 

2 We have the Big Dacidy Unruh approach, you know, that 

3 ·we don't count. Big Daddy Unruh, through the lobbyins process 

4 you know, could always collect enough money and that he could 

do anythin<J he wanted, you know, to elect whomever he hac15 

picked without takin~ into consideration the feelings or deter6 

., Jr>ination of the Chicanos, or any other c:;.roup, and: so that \.le 

have those kinds of politicians of the Democratic Party, and8 

he trained 1nany seals to follow hiw., and t.1-iey are in this very9 

Legislature here.10 

'l'hey really speak sort of a ir.urrJ:m-jun-J.,o about liLera -11 

isni and so forth, but bc1sically they are c-,tnical. 'l'hey are
12 

cynical in their dealings with our needs and aspirations.
18 

'l'hen we have another approach. We have the approach 

of the liberal, the so-called liberal, who feels, you know,
115 

for us. \•,'hen we are meeting together, you know, he cries tear 
16 

that are longer and louder than either of ours, you know. Fe 
1'1 

have this. 
18 

We had the ver:1 sa.n:ple yesterday of the new leader 
19 

of the old left and liberal position that used to lJe. Neu lef 
20 

now, and I guess of the old right.
21 

We met with the gentleman, He is going to be in 
22 

charge of the Committee to do the reapportionrnentr and when we, 

the group of us that stood before him in his roor., you know, 

he sung our song, but it was an entirely different story when 
25 



1 • he came up here with the -- to the nitty-gritty. 

a We have many like him. And pn his Committee we are 

a going to have Fenton, Roberty, Carabion, and Charlie Warren.
0 4 If you look at the districts where we gerrymandered, these are. 

8 the four wolves. So they are sending the wolves to take care 

8 of us, the sheep . ., 
(.Applause.) 

8 :MR. CORONA: So what we have is that those who get 

8 into control, in the Waxman tradition of the Democratic rarty, 

10 and , you know, this is the thing that I think nr. 'rapia tried 

U to include in the members of your Commission, that they would 

11 sympathize, but ultimately --- ultimately they will vote for 

0 D their imperative, to keep their incumbency and their control 

M and their power. 

We have the case -- and even in the face of some of 

16 the aspirations that have been expressed from the deep prob­

l7 lems that we have, we have a very severe problem of welfare 

18 today in this State, and the psetof racism into the welfare 

19 practices is becoming more and more intense and used on a day-

20 to-day basis. 

21 We have l\ssemblyman Warren of the 56th District, 

22 has dared to introduce in the face of all of this, all of 

• e deep problems that we are facing, AB 48. 

24 AB 48 is a bill that he has introduced into this 

25 legislation, and I will read it to you. 



366 

• 1 "The People of the State of California to enact as 

I follows: 

S Section I. 10•;006:..is to be added to the Welfare anu 

4 Institutions Code to read: 

I •1·10 public social services shall be granted under 

8 this division to any alien who enters or remains in the United 

7' States in violation of a federal immigration law." 

8 Mind you -- after Hr. Tapia, I think, has outlined 

9 that these people are brought in here out of their poverty in 

10 Mexico created by the same corporations, created by the Bank 

11 of America operating in Mexico, created by the American agri­

l2 cultural divisions that now control every single producing 

11 plant in Mexico, created l;?/ the same monopoly combines in n1in-

14 ing, railroading, and you name it., they are operating in .Maxie . 

:us They manipulate the economy in Mexico, and they 

18 manipulate the economy in the Southwest, and so these people 

17' come over out of these situations, and the only crime they have 

lB conu:rd.tted, you know, is that they are willing to work, and 

19 must work for lower v:ages ,r,p()orer conditions, with no right to. 

• 

20 any of the other benefits that l',merican workers have. 

21 So these people are now to be denied the rights of 

22 elfare by a law. This is one of the gentlemen that sits in 

21 a top policy position in the Democratic Party. I wanted to 

8' et this in, because I think it is very shocking. 

25 All right. Then we have the third approach to us. 

-0 
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l the one that is represented by a gentleman by the name of 

2 George BrOlf1n, you see, that feels -- and this is enjoyed also 

S by Fenton, Robe?;ty, Carabion and Warren and the like. They

·O 
4 feel that God, God or somebody, has chosen them because of 

their unique quality and they are roost able or better able to 

6 represent these poor bro~m people, you seef because they are 

7 just not able to put themselves together. 

8 It seems that they are not as refined, they are not 

9 as articµlate. They don't have the research and so forth. i'.n 

10 more than that, they c~nnot go out and get support of the 

11 l·.nglo white liberals that night also be incline6 to vote for 

12 a good candidate. 

-0 These are the guys that always pick the question o13 

14 qualification. Now, Cc,ngressman Brown is going to be Chairman 

1S of the Democratic Party tor.10rrow. For what intent? So that 

16 he can get back into our districts, crawl in backwards, you 

see. He ",ants to crawl in, you see.17 

~ VOICE: F~ght on.18 

MP.. CORONA: All right.19 

So we say a plague en both of the houses. ?his is a20 

thing fron·: John L. Lewis. ~ plague on both of these parties'21 

houses, because they don't represent us. They22 

to us, and we can never draw them to account to our needs, so
23 

what is our alternative?
2' 

I will tell you what the Chicano alternative is, to
25 



... "7 defeat the Democrats, because they are the ones in power, andl 

we have got to spell it out.2 

We are defeating them by the following strategy.
3

0 We are building the La Raza Unida Party, so it will be a
4 

vehicle through which in the November finals and these biennia
5 

elections we can have a Chicano to which our vote can be
6. 

pledged, and so that we will not be victimized froQ the posi­7 

tion that we must vote for the Fentons, and so forth, because
8 

they are the lesser of two evils.
9 

We have already mentioned the suits. You know, ther
10 

are two suits that might be very, very close to what we areu 
talking about here; the one in Indiana and the one in Texas.

12 

But we are not depending on just the$e two vehicles.
13 

We are ~1oing to embark upon a broad community organization
14 

to activate and educate our people through the only way that
15 

we know, and that is reaching them door-to-door, house meet­
16 

ings, and through the use of the traditional (Whereupon, the 
17 

remainder of the sentence ·was spoken in Spanish).
18 

We are going to do it all year long. We are going
19 

to be talking about this until we get representation.
20 

I would like to leave you with a few recommendations 
21 

First, that this Commission Committee urge the Legislature to
0 22 

do the following~ 

First, to redo the system. 'That is a must. 
24 

And second, that it recommend to Los Angeles City,
215 



1 ...• 1s the City Council, that it reconstitute a City Councilmatic 

a district that is 50 per cent or more Spanish-speaking, and 

1 it is possible. I think this has been proven.

0 4 And another recommendation is to the L. A. County 

I Board of Supervisors, and that is that it put all of East Los 

e Angeles into one district, and that is p~ssible. 

'1 The rest of the recar.mendations I think have been 

8 raised here already, and these are primarily to the legisla-

9 tive committees, that we can get four assembly districts with 

JD a 45 to 55 per cent Spanish-surname population, and one, pos­

D sibly, between 35 and 40. per cent. 

J2 '!'hat of t.~e four assembly .districts we could have 

0 ll two State Senate districts that would contain fro..~ 45 to 55 

M r cent Spanish-surname population. 

1IS 1\nd one, possible, with 30 to 45 per cent. And over 

l8 that we have two Congressional districts with at least 

1'1 55 per cent population, and one other with 30 to 45 per 

JS nt. 

This is in Los l:.ngeles County, but there are other 

in this State. One is the 25th Assembly District in 

Clara County. It could be expanded to include parts of 

outhern Alameda County. They could come up with the same kind 

23 f figures, including part ·of the old 13th P..ssembly District .. 

In l:'resno in Madera County, we could do the same 

25 ing. We could come up with a bigger participation of 
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,,g 1 Mexicans in one district. 

2 In the Imperial and ~astern Itlverside County distric s 

s the Spanish population could be put together in such a way 

·O 4 that they could also have a better chance of representation 

5 out of that district. 

6 I think that these are some of the things that can 

be done, and in order to conclude our presentation I would7 

like to ask the rather who is here with our delegation to give8 

us a good send-off.9 

REV. CARIO: ny name is rather Carie. ram a t:hican10 

Studies instructor at ~n1ittier College.11 

I will keep m:y:rremarks very, very short. Ne have12 

heard a lot of rhetoric frorr· the politicians for. years, and
13 

now maybe you will hear some Chicano rhetoric.
l4 

Bu~ let's cut away from the rhetoric, and let us go
15 

back to the nature and the history of this Legislature right
16 

here in Sacramento. 
1'1 

Let us go back to 1848. We know that this w·as the 
18 

Legislature that made us sue to keep our mm lands. 
19 

We know the history of this Legislature, that this 
20 

Legislature passed laws to keep, as they said, greasers out of 
21 

the gold diggings.

-0 22 
Ne kna.r.' these thin9s. We know the history of this 

23 
Le9islature in Sacramento that passed the Exclusion Law for 

24 
the Orientals. 

26 
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l We know the historJ of this Legislature that perpe-

2 trated the Japanese and Germans . 

3 We know the history of this Legislature that caused

0 4 the economic atrocity of the farm workers in the -- we know 

these histories. 

6 We know the history of this Legislature that has 

7 givenus educational crUJT1bs, and had us fight for the uone 

s between the black and th.e brown cowmunity. 

9 We know the history of this Lesislature that has 

perpetrated in the State of California a system of educational 

li abortion for our pebple. 

12 He know these thin9s. You are not any longer deal-

Q U 'ing with dumb Mexicans. We have politicians who are politi-

14 cally aware, as you have been heari~g. 

We have Chicano educators who are telling our youth 

the truth about the history of this Legislature.16 

~le will have, and I viill say that we have Chicano17 

priests that are no longer going to mouth the theology of the18 

Irish bishops that tell our people --19 

(Applause.) 

REV. CAI-:Io: We have already gone through our cruci­21 

0 fixion. It is tiwe for resurrection, and we are going to -­12 

• (Applause.) 

I-EV. CARIO: We have lawyers, as you have heard,24 

are goinn to take this on a Civil Rights level, but l'lore 
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a.21 1 importantly, we wish that you will take to the Legislature 

a that our biggest resource and our greatest resource are our 

a youth who are here, who are sophisticated youth, who know the 

4 truth, who know the history of this Legislature. 

I And you no longer have the luxury of being judged 

e by history a generation later. This Legislature is going to 

V be judged today by these youths who know what is going on, 

8 and I assure you that they will act on the judgments of this 

9 Legislature . 

10 We want peace. We want justice. ~.nd don't make us 

l1 make the choice of justice. 

:12 (Applause . ) 

11 .CHAIRMAN SILLAS : At this time I will recess our 

session until 1:30.14 

u We have, r think, a good schedule of witnesses for 

l8 this afternoon. 

17 (Whereupon, t.~e Committee meeting recessed at 

• 12!45 o'clock p.m., to reconvene at 1:30 o'clock p.m., 

the same day.) 

0 

l9 

20 

21 

82 

21 

81 

25 
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.I .AF'.rERNOON SESSION 
l:30 p.ml 

MR. REINHARDT: May we come to order, please. 

3 The afternoon. session of' the calif'ornia State .Ad-

0 4 visory Committee to the United States Commission on Civil 

5j Rights is now in session. 

sl- As our first witness we are delighted to have the 

7. Senator from San Francisco, the Majority Leader of the Demo­

s , cratic Party in the State Senate o£ California, Co-Chairman 

si of the CaJ1for.rli.a Commission on Democratic Party Reform. 

10 J We welcome Senator George R. I.fa.scone. 

u. SENA.TOR MA.SCONE: Thank you very much. 

12 Distinguished members of the Com:m.ittee, distinguished! 

13 colleagues, and friends:0 
i 

14 I am grateful to be allowed to state my views and. 

15 hope:tull.y they a.re the views of the overwheJm:lng majority 

16 of the Democratic Party today. 

17 I appear today as a member o:t the Democratic Party; 

l8 more specifically as Co-Chairman o:f the Csl.if'ornia Commission 

l9 on Democratic Party Reform. The Commission, as you might 

BO Iknow, received a mandate more than a year ago to nchange the. f 
i 

I 
121 California Democratic Party from top to bottom, 1:f necessary, 

m: to make it a more dfective representative of the peop1e."
0 

a5 I think it most significant that the Democratic Party! 
i 

24 al.one among the major political parties of the state bas unde. 

25 taken the challenge of opening the political process. !! 



2 

Ii
I' 374 
11
!l 
ti I find it signi:!icant, too, that the leadership 

1 ii 
Ii 

!l 
ti 

of the Democratic Party alone recognizes that -the political• i!i power structure o:r this state is heavily weighted in favor 
3 Ii 

0 
'f of the rich and the powerful..•

1
41 

1 

~ jj For too long the way has been substantially blocked 
,.;• jl 

II for members o:t minority races to enter the mainstream of 
61 

jcl· poµtical power and public office. Under-representation of., " 
,_ 
1! Brown, Black, and Yellow peoples in city, county, state and 

e tj 
11 national office underscores this point. This is a1so true 

$M

!l for both women and the young. 
10 ~ 

ca11fornia1 s traditiona1 stance of non-partisanship 
ll 

and a tacitly-approved weak political party structure has 
12 

only tended to maintain the status quo and the evils of 
JZ 

politica1 segregation.
l~ 

The Commission, and those who are concerned with 
15 I 

! true and effect!ve polltica1 representation, bas fotmd that 
!6 t l 

.~ !the weakness of party structure, where support for and loyalty:
l~ ,r ~ 

I 
I
j to ideals and issues is largely rhetorical and ephermeral in-

18 i 
l
l stead of mandated by law, is 11ttle better than no party

19 ! 
if structure at all. 

2Pi 11 

qr 11 It is true tbat before we can reform a party, it is 
e-.:. ~: 

...,i jr first necessary to create one. That, in effect, is what has 
,.;._: ... 

0 been taking place. Our party, through its reforms, is making 

• 
·1·l 

2.J I 

4', Ii it mandatory that minorities, minorities o:f race, age, sex
2 
~- f and culture, have a true opportunity to be e£fectively in the 
~-
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I 

•
I 
Icenters of power. 
I 

.l 
Political democracy will only be effective, in our 

2 
opinion, when we have an actua1 cross-section o:f society work-j 

I 

-0 1ng within a strong party structure, a party that means some-· 
• I 

tb:fng, a relevant party, geared to the people. 
r~ ! 

! We hope to convince minority voters that they do bav~i 
P. ! 

i the opportunity to be effective members of the politica1 pro-, 
7- j'I 

ii cess. The best interests of the Chicano and Latino commun1ty,l 

'~R ijI 
l for example, will tru1y be served when they are represented bYJ 

9! ! 

members of their own culture 1n the state and federal legis­
10 

latures. 
J.l j 

!
This can only take place, rea1istically, if all citi! 

12 

•zens work through a strong and effective political party• 

0 13 
Let me give you a few specific examples of our party'~ 

l
J.4 

proposed reforms. You will note how we are effectively open- ll 

15 i 
ing up a process that has been historically and traditionally; 

16 ! 
closed. .' 

i
' First, dealing with the Presidential Primary Process ! 
l18 

and Delegate Selection, we have recommend "that system o;f ! 

! 
f.i.8 

delegate selection which allows for maximum popular participa-;
·•-.,;.\_.1 l 

tion, a statewide primary election" which "places on the bal­

lot all nationa1ly recognized presidential candidates". 
22

0 We recommend. that the w:fnn1ng candidate select the 
23 

entire delegation on a winner-take-all basis a:fter, not befor~. 

24 the primary. -

25 
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l ..I All o:f the aliove are designed to open up the process. 
il 
~i And now to our recommendations to make the delegationll 
ii 

;; itseJ..f more representative of the Democratic Party in Cali-
":• ~t11 

<l

li fornia. 
H 

·-- !! 
!1 We believe: 

~ h ...: li 
~l (a) "The delegates should be selected by the peopJ.e 

... {j
; ,:;

1~whom they are to represent. n 
.,; ~! . n 

tt (b) "The primary winner shou1d consider tour .:factors 
,, ,i-~ n 

~ in delegate :·.election, namely {l) residency distribution, (2) 
=· li 

Hracial or ethnic balance. (3) age. and (4) sex.rr 
io il 

if We pointed out in the report that approximately 11.l 
t..., J 
.c,;1. J 

per cent of the total California. population are Spanish sur-
12 

name; another 8.2 per cent are Black, and 2.3 per cent Orienta.=4 
t.$ ! 

I and Native American. 
14 

1 We therefore recommended that 20 per cent of the del-,
l.5 5, • 

__ fl gates and 20 per cent of the alternates be .from the above :Cour 
l~ Ji 

.- 1!racial and ethnic categories.~I Second, we dealt with Voter Registration and Voting 

J[ Procedure. 
Ji.~1 i! 

\l In order to encourage wider voter participation ai11ong 
~ II 

'Ii J.ow-income groups, we bave urged:
&i'l ,.l 
~ II {a) Abolition of residency requirements; 

(b) Allow voter registration up to 19 days before ar1, 
~ I 

election; 

(c) Allow voter registration or re-registration by 



0 

0 

·O 

I! 
II 3Tl 

II mail; 
1 .~ 

•
!i 

i1 (d) Abolish all language/literacy requirements; and 
.-.. l)~ll 

ii for that matter. I'm sure in eveey one of the 50 states this 
3 Ii 

HHand other matters are designed to open up rather than to keep 
4. Ii

If 
~ Ii closed the process, and, I th1Dk, that is equally critical 
~ 11 

hto the fact it be abolished by law because people are inclined ,. 
'!) l) 

,;' ito believe what 1s on the statute books, and, lastly; 

l!5'· (e) Generally adopt procedures to increase the num-
s 1l 

fiij bers of Deputy Registrars available and simplify registration 
9 Iprocedures, not to make more complex, but less complex regis-

10,I1tration procedures. 
u 1 

In the area of voting, we seek to protect the highly
12 

mobile and low income voter by aboliabing consolidated pre-

!cincts and printing ballots in Spanish. I am sure you won'tI •14 ! 
lbe distressed if I tell you to read the rest of it if you

15 !
!!have time. Read on over to Page 7 starting with nAt each 

16 
l. 
1jlevel."

ii~- ' ,_:f j 

_ I At each level of representation, area, district and 
l.8 "' 

I
lS l!state. we have built in a commitment that the delegation will 

!i approximate the ethnic, age and sex characteristics of the 
~o ~~ 

1:
If.Democratic voters in the area, district or state.~~:-: ;: 
; 

!• And finally in the area of Citizen and Group Parti-
~,~ it 
~:.=... • I:., 

icipation, we bave recommended: 
~,ii 1 

I
t 

"The Democratic Party should sympathetically examine 
~~ I • 
:~ ithe demands of Blacks and Chicanos for greater co1111111ml'cy con-- , 

ti 
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trol over or influence upon such intimate governmenta1 .tune-
l 

tions as police, schools, recreation, and zoni:D.g. It should 
2j

i! support measures designed to decentralize functions o:f the 
,. 

state, counties, and municipalities down to the neighborhood
0 

And finally, let me quote from the Commission's re­

port which gets to the heart of what you are discussing to­

day: 

"Electoral politics are not the only legitimate form\ 

of politics in American society. People who work in the Par-tr 
w ! 

tend to forget that .tact and that is a major reason why par­

ties fiounder and wither between elections. To be political 

is to be involved in the public's concerns. These concerns 

are myriad and constant. 'I'his is notably so today and in the I 
•

:foreseeable :future during which time our politics will con- ! 

15 
tinue to be dominated by what have come to be called the 

16 
11quality of life" issues. There is a struggle for justice 

for the racial and nationa.1 minorities for women, :for youths, l 
J,.8 

and for old people. Th.ere is a struggle against regidityI: 
j 

~.S ll,, 
l: and plain stupidity in the educational bureaucracy as well 
11 

1:....#', '? 

<"'-' Ii as in other public bureaucracies. Let the Democratic Party 
":•~~.·- 1,,l 

become the people's ombudsman. All of this means petitions 
! 
122 l to and pressures upon public bodies all the way down to schoo:li0 

' 

I 

23 ~ 
districts and municipal or county departments. There are 

referenda to be demanded, initiatives to be generated, meet-
25 I 

24 

1 
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1ngs ad raJ Jiea and marches to be organ:t zed. Tbere is 
l 

brutal, insensitive, and irresponsib1e treatment of citizens • 
2 

by publl.c o:f':f'icials and bodies to be countered. When pub1ic 
':6. 

0 
-:,; 

of:f'icia1s and bodies persist in such bebavior, they must be . 
4 

confronted, and. we must not shy away from this. These forms 
5 

of activity are citizen po1itics. 

, "It is unthinkable that the Democratic Party might
1 

? 'I be aloo:r from citizen politics. Indeed, the Democratic Party \ 
s 

should br;, playing a 1eading ro1e in citizen politics.tr 
9 

I hope I have made it c1ear over the years I am in 
10 

complete accord with the aspirations of the tmder-represented 
11 

people o:f this state ant tbis nation. I hope this Commission 
l2 

will cal1 upon me for any cooperation and assistance I can 

0 13 

I 

provide. 
14 

I want to thank you very much. 
15 

MR. REINHARDT: Thank you. 
16 

Be:fore turning to questions, Senator, I would wonder i 
n i 

Iif you can c1arify one point. Is it correct that in the por- i 
~ I 

tion relating to the Presidential Delegation that the report ! 

i 
i 

establishes the 20 per cent figure :for minority representation l 
Iao • J 

merely as a minimum standard that must be met in order to com- jz I! ply with the party's guidelines, but that is not a quota and 
R 

'0 encourage even greater participation?Iii> lwe 
l 

i 
;SENATOR 1-iASCONE: That is correct. As a matter of 

24 
statutory interpretation at least I and others try to get 

26 

t 

i 

https://politics.tr
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i 
!away .from figures because the Legislature and the 1egislative 

l i 
1! bodies have a tendency to regard that as the maximum. We 

~11thought it more advantageous, however, than some vague and 
31! \

.! rambling statement that could be regarded as political rhetoritj. 
. I,

.,1 il 

i; So il there is any question about that, we would amend it to 
5 ;; 

!j
,,; 

make it clear that that is a minimum requirement in order to 
~ !F~!l coordinate with the purposes of the entire Commission • 
• !j 

!i MR. REINHARDT: .And candidates are encouraged to ap-
e il 

r; 

"3

,- 1ij 
!point even a higher percentage? 

11 S:t:NATOR MASCONE: That is correct. 
lC3 ~ 

~j May I add one more tb1ng. I know you know it now, 
ll l 

. but I think it has to be underscored. This is not a speech
12 

, I have given. to you. You will note I am quoting .from an of-
ti, 

II :ticial document or at least a document whi.ch hopefully wil1 
l~ lI 

1j become an o.t:ticial document o.t the Democratic Party over this 
15 I 

l
! 
hectic weekend. 

~if:': ' Ji,t, I 
! MR. REINHARDT: Thank you, Senator. 

];;f fi 

.. I! MR. MONTGOMERY: We have heard these expressions to- • 
ie: .:i 

i; 
c ii day about the new political awareness of the Chicano group. I I 

l'"' li• 

__ !'. am wondering if you can tell us .ttitbeofficial Democratic Party
~f!• ~: 

"· i:
;. 

is doing anything about putting any financial. resources into
~.;•:. ~-

1 
I: this movement? It is going to take money to do all of these

r·::' r 

·O ~;; jj tb1ngs. What is the official party going to do about tbat, 

j; 1.t an...+...," .... ,.,.?
.:-,t, I, -3 __,_.,"'6 
'!..·...: ~ 

j: SENATOR MASCONE: Let me say first of a1J. that I wish. 
~~ r , 

I, 

Ii 
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I had the power to speak for the official Democratic Party 
I. 

0 

to the extent I can influence the Democratic Party. My per- • 

sonal view is that all of this is really rather nonsensical 

and really falls into the field of rhetoric unless we all kru;>w 

that it takes power to effectuate all of these ideologica1 

aspirations and power is, in part, certainly the funding of 

operations to do this. I would go on record saying 1:f' this 

is to become a reality, it has to encompass all of the imple­

ments the politicians know to be essential. That.includes 
9 

proper financial aid. I hope the Democratic Party, if they 
10 

adopt this this weekend, which I hope they wil1, umlerstands , 

that. I woul.d like to be a leader in that particular fight. !12 . ! 

0 
Let me say if I could speak for them I would feel free in say. 

J.3 
1ng tbat is the general view of the Democratic Party. 

l4 
MR. GABOURIE: I have no questions. 

15 
F~CASSO: Senator, it is quite enlighten:lne• .first 

16 
of all, to get this document, especially after hearing the 

testimony of the last few days. However, I would like to ask. 
18 

several questions o.f you having to deal with your view and. 

what you can do as majority leader in the recommendation of an. 

~.:\ I increased amount of judges to be appointed in the Mexican-

I American communities in the state, Nexican-.A.merican judges. 

0 
22 

SENATOR MA.SCONE: Thus i'ar, with respect to that is-
23 

sue, the extent of the influence I have sought to exert has to: 
24 

do with ,ey- own city. 'Which is generally regarded by most peop' 
25 
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10 1 in the 1egJ.slature as being 11the most progressive of all.. a I ' 

l:. l, 
t I} can refute that when I tell you o:t all of the diverse ethnic 

ll groups in San Frano.i.sco the Spanish spea.killg is certainJ.y among• 
1 

0 J 'ii the largest in number. Yet there are no Span:fsh speaking 
4 

judges, no Spanish surname judges, certainJ.y. At the same ti.me 
&~ii I have urged individuals whom the community deJ.ega.ted for this 

: 

C. I!;,,,. '"l 

• responsibility as their best representative to get on the ju-

diciary. Thus far I have been ineffective. I wou1d not 

imagine you would be too astonished to know that I have on1y 

been here in the last four years where the appointive power 
.li.O 

does not always look to me :tor this. 
i.1 

To generally answer your question• that .fits within 
12 

what we are taJk:fng about, that, to me, as a lawyer• without 

derogating my present job in the 1egis1ature., has got to be 

the real crux of government, the judiciary. CertaillJ.y this 
15 

has to incJ.ude members of the ChiCE<-1,10 conmnmity on that. 

R.61 
1:"'J\THER CASSO: Senator, here we have the Los Angeles,; 

t't i 
and specifically the blu@ area which is Ea.st Los Angeles, and i 

ffi ! 
I in 1961 through reapportionment the Mexican-American cnnmnm:t ty I 

151 Iwas 
1 

so gerrymandered that it is very difficult for them even 
it, 

to "elect a dog eatcher. 11 Do you see this as a grave concern 
:1 

~ Iof yours and the party and will something be done about iti 

0 ! 

SEHATOR '.MA.SCONE: To answer both of your questions, 
~ 

ii I said anything but yes, that it is a grave concern, this 
~ 

would be labeled rhetoric. This is wbat we are really talking 
25 

https://eatcher.11
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0 

0 

1 about, isn't it? 

l II 
'I FATHER CASSO: That is right. 

2 I, 
SENATOR MASCONE: What will be done about it, again'I 

3! 
I I am sure you are all adults and you understand that I am 

4 ,!
I 

li one vote, together with a:ny influence I may have. But my one 
5 ,~ll 

ii vote and the in:f'luence I may have will be dedicated to the 
~h ._, :i 

't Ii restructuring of the party ~o that in ad.dition to the jud.1-

\! ciary the same people we are talking about, Chicanos and 
r=, 11 
SCl' l!

!i Latinos, are represented in this legislative body. 
s 1,i 

r, FATHER CASSO: Do you .feel .from your experience that 

Ul ~ there is serious gerrymandering to the detriment o£ the Chi­
ll • 

• canos in Los .Angel.es? 
va l 

! SENATOR MASCONE: I think the best answer to your 
~, l 

!1 question end I hope it is not evasive-but I look arormd me 
l41, 1! 

1!in the Senate and I see none. Therefore, the answer must be 
l.S I 

! yes.
16 

I
l 

FATHER CASSO: The other thing has to do with yes-
-.1:r- l.IL! , 

."" l terday wen testimony was given-and these are the figures 
»-~ .! 

l
l 
that were brought out as far as employment and I would have 

19 !;1 

I! hoped the chart wou1d have been here so I did not have to 
20 

bread this-from the federal. elected and appointed officials, 
~.1 It 
•)•... I: according to the 1970 C811fornia roster, of 525 peopl.e there 
t--.•··· I' 

~J:il/•ere oDl.y seven Mexican-Americans. For the state legislature 

~ 11 and advisors, of the 195 only twq of the executive officers 
c--t :: 

i of the state, o~ the 2,291 empl.oyees only 13 were Mexican-
2;:r. 
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•
12 

0 

0 

• 

Americans;~ state boards, commissions and advisorys, of 
.l 

the 1.732, only 47 were Mexican-Americans; city and county 
2 

government officia1s, 10,907, onl.y 241 were Mexican-Americans. 

'What do you think o:f tbat record? 
t!. 

SENATOR i"lASCONE: It is poor and poor is a patronizing 

word. It is disgraceful. All I can tell you, and I am sure 

you want the truth, it is important that we have competent 
7 

people 1n these important positions. Further, I think it 

enhances your position. I have to regard my job as important 
9 

and I am just egotistical enough to be]J.eve the people who 
10 

sent me here want me to have the best office aw.11ab1e. I 
11 

don't have a very large staff. Two of mine are from the , 
12 

ls.ti.no cnmnam:ity and they have been from the outset. IN~ 
! 

them as among my very best. So obvious1y my view is there is ' 
i 

14 
an abundance of competent people in a cornnnmi,ty to adequately 

I! 
15 i 

put forth the abilities and obviously it has to be reoonciled.i 
16 I' 

FATHER CASSO: Do you .see_,a value in the advisorys 

and committees having on their sta!':f's Mexican-Americans as 
18 

consultants and to help their decision makers in helping to 

1 change this picture? 

SENATOR MtillCONE: Senator Dymally and I thought it 

was most important and we thought that was the case as re-
' 22 

cently a.s last week. To go a little further, I am not going if 
23 

to report in telling Blacks what is best for Blacks and Chica-! . 
24 

nos what is best for Chicanos, et cetera, except what I am. 
25 
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Therefore, I am going to need people who are going to be 

1 affected by this kind o:f program to play a large part in 

;.:: telling us how 1t ought to be done. • 
j 

So my long answer to your question is yes, we must 

' ~, ;have the people who are concerned about what is regarded as 

t-. !gerrymandering in i971 and to tmgerrymander it and provide 
i---.. 

jthe kind of representation on the official level that we talk 
: i 

i about. 
l 

,-. i 
i FATHER CASSO: Hy :final question has to do with the 
i

L, I•
ll testimony that came in yesterday having to do with Spanish 

,. '!i .).- ., 
• • ii being spoken in a '\Oting place, not the booths, but the voting 
... 1: . 
v.11 place, tbat :.voting officials would immediately stop two people ! 
,.:;; Ii who were speaking Spanish. Do you feel, since you address l 

.e.:3 -! yourself to language here and voter registration, do you feel. 
i ¼ 

j.t.l j

•·' the Democratic Party can do something to look into that par-

1.
5 tticular problem? 

---
•81:

j SENATOR HASCONE: Let me say we ought to do more
1 
~; 

~.~ jj than look into it• .Any interference with the electorial pro-
i.$-.:. j(

i: cess, and that certainly includes any time you walk into that 
:: 

~- j; 
J..,, 1ll booth and well in advance of that, I would think is cr1m1nal. 

! 

~~~1• II We certainly have ma.de every other ldnd o~ misconduct crimjnal 
}-~.t. f. ~ 

I: and I don't think we ought to let that go undetected. I wouJ.d· 
h 

~tij 
I 

hope it was already, at least technically, within our laws• 

I woul.d urge the legislature to do that this 
• 



F~ CASSO: I 
1 

SEHA.TOR MASCONE: 
2 

ence with the process. 

r.m.. REINHARDT:0 
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have nothing :fur'th.er-. Thank you. 

To me that is an obvious interfer-

:Mr. Glick. 

MR. GLICK: I have no questions. 

FATHER CASSO: I will ask one more question. 
6 

From the testimony this morning, we heard of a tre­
1' 

mendous disillusionment with the Democratic Party on behali 
B 

o:f the Mexican-American cornnnm1 ty, particularly on behaJ f of 
9 

the young. Although this document will be an important step 
.Ul 

to show the Mexican-American C<''ll'JJJRD11 i;y the Democratic Party's 
ll 

conce~, do you :feel a major tbru.st and a maJor ef':tort. a 
12 

major campaign. affirmative action campaign, on the part of 
MS i 

i ~ the Democratic Party will be necessary in order that the Mexi- 1 

14 ';
can-American comnnmity will not only know this to be a reality,f 

15 ! 
! 

but llkewise can have it implemented by leadership such as 
16 

yours? 

SENATOR :MA.SCONE: Absolutely, Father, and I would 
18 

like to go one step .further. 
19 

I don't mean to be facetious, Mr. Cbairman. s.t all, 
20 

but I have talked to some of my colleagues who .feel disappoint-,' 
21 I

ed and put upon because the Mexican-American conumm:ity has beenl 
220 so hypocr1t1ca1 of the Democratic Party in the 1ong nm because! 

i 
~ 

• 
23 I

of some of the det'iciencies we seek to correct now. They usual~ 
24 

ly compare themselves with the Republican Party. I think the 
•
i-: 

25 

., 
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3frl 

:Cirst tb1ng we have to make very clear to rey colleagues is 
J. 

•that Mexican-Americans don't deal in relative-terms. They 
c·
r:' 

have come to look on the Democratic Party as the party that 
., z I; 

at l.east rhetorica11.y speaks :for it. but they no 1onger want 
/ ;u I

1 

' rhetoric, they want impl.ementation. It is not good to say 

i we have to be better than the Republ.ican Party, we have to be 
l 

':.:: 
i a great dea1 better than we have been. 

FATHER CASSO: Thank you. 
8, 

j MR. REINHARDT: Mr. Gl.ick. 
o,1l•J 

MR. GLICK: Senator, just as a point o:£ in:t:ormation, 
.w l 

! Father casso was referring to the prohibition o:f the speaking 
.n ; 

o:£ Spanish at the polls. That derives actually from a sta.tut~ 
12 ! 

from the E1ection Code Section 14217, which provides all pro-.

0 J.3 
ceedings at the polls shall be conducted 1n the EngJ.ish lang- : 

J.4 

uage, no election of':ficia1 while on duty shall speak in other: 
J.5 

than the English language. It is a matter of statute. 
16 

$EMA.TOR MASCOHE: So let me say it is proo:f' positive , 

you learn something evecy day. Let me assure this Commission . 
.R.B 

that we wil.l put in a bill as earl.y as next week to eradicate 1 

J..9 
that from the law. OUr success will depend upon how seriti>us ; 

we are about el1m1nating this. It strikes me as a legislative: 

sanction for electorial. inter.f'erence. 
22

0 May I have that section again, pl.ease? 
23 

MR. GLICK: No. 14217. 

SENATOR MASCONE: The E1ection Code? 
2o 
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16 MR. G~: Yes. 
l 

SEliATOR :MA.SCONE: Thank you. 
2 

MR. GLICK: Senator, the report of the Committee on 
3 

Democratic Party Reform contai?ls a number of recommendations,0 " some of which could be imp1emented by adm:lmstration and some 
$ 

will. require l.eg1s1ation. Has there been any movement this 
6 

early in the session to draw up l.egis1ation to put some bills 
7 

1n the hopper to implement these recommendations? 
8 

SENATOR MA.SCONE: Immediatel.y upon the passage of 
9 

this report. and hope.f'ully without further admendment, that 
10 

is exactly what is intended to be clone by me and others. 
u 

MR. GLICK: '!'bank you. 
l2 

SENATOR MASCONE: our experience has been that, des­
.15 

pite that Steve Reinhardt and many other bard-working members 
14 

of these Committeess of the total Commission have amended and 
15 

reamended and tried to get it in per.feet form, we know there 
16 

will be et~orts to do so, even on a small bas~s over the week-' 
lV 

end. At· tlJ.e mor.ent, we have a report before us and, I think, 
18 

it is a mandate to the Legislature, of which I am a member, 

to implement it wherever necessary by statute or Constitu­
20 

tional amendment. 
21 

MR. GLICK: Suppose in the event of political rea­
220 sons completely unrelated to the validity o:f some o:f the 

• 
2o 

recommendations and maybe the report is not adopted by the 
24 

Party. That still would not mean legislation to abolish 
25 
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resi.dency requi.rements wouJ.d not in and o:f itself' not be a 
l 

•good idea. 
2 

SENA.TOR MASCONE: I have done this and it struck 
1i 

me that in order to get the best shot at this it would be 
4 

well to await a mandate from the Party itself. If you are 
6 

' asking me does all o:f JJJY endeavor depend upon the passage and 
6 

1successful passage of this, the answer is no. 
71 

MR. GLICK: Thak you. That is what I wanted. 
s 

SENATOR MASCONE: The answer is no. 
s 

MR. REINHARDT: Mr. King?
10 

MR. KING: I have no questions.
u 

MR. REINHARDT: Mrs. Kucbman?ill2 
J MRS. KUCHMAN: I have no questions.

13 

MR. REINHARDT: Thank you, Senator. 
14l I 

~ 

J SENATOR MASCONE: Thank yOll very much, Mr. Chairman. ~ 
15 

.i 

i 
MR. REINHARDT: Is Mr. Armando Morales in the room? ; 

16 
f, 

' 
' 

I Mr. Morales, would you give us your name and identi-' 
17, ~ 

1 

i,fy yourself for the record, please.
l.8 r 

MR. MORALES: I am Armando Mora1es. I am not here
19 I 

1
i 
represent1Dg any organization. I was asked to testify here 

201 f 

jas a person who has some expertise and knowledge about the 
~l t 

~f~ It Chicano-pol.ice relationships in Ea.st Los Angel.es. I am going 
"' ·l to address my remarks to the conflict that exists currently

2S ! 

I
! 
between the police and Mexican-Americans in East Los .Angeles. 

24 r 
r It really bas as an lmderlying reason the whole probl.em o:f 

2-:J ~ 
i 

I 
I 

! 

11,. 
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political ponr. 

May I 'bepn at th!• point with aJ' l'alUb? I jut 
2 

)law a tw ld:lm:tiN ~ .,.. lfl'it.tm. -terial _.. that I 1ft?U,l4• 
l 

3 
11D to "--- I will. leaw a oon- for tllll Cc taaian. 

4 
I a hare at the request ~ 'the ~ 1u1on. to tuU 

-Ly alloa.t tbt issue o'.t political napport!on .,...,. 1.e., to 
6 

nom lll'ld a .t.Dcnue of. poli'Uoal. power tor Mn1 cam 
7 

1D C&li1"onda. I adw:IN tbe CG 1Mion1a ettorta in 1:b1a re-
8 

prd. 'bll't "fUW1nc 'tbe historiolll aocial.-i,olitd.oal relat.tmebip 
9 

1D. 'W.a ata-te 'betw-. Mexscam laericana ad. Aqlo-sa:xou, I 

feel it 1a 'ftl7' DLift to 88W t'bat once Anglo-Sazolaa in 
ll 

political :powc- Ulldentamd how their ..._... poli:tical d1acr1a-
12 

im:tiW .... attected. Jla:!om Jartcans, tba't 'tbQ' vill. be 
13 

'11131CkNtllnd1ng and wJ.untarU.y giw political powu- to Hmdcan-
14 

Aaer.1clma. Ill th1a respect, I aa prof"lmctl:, abptica1 tbat 

anyth1Dg al:blu!- than a to1r.a pollt1cal gestw. w1l1 be the 
16 

tilllll. :ruuJ.t. Alttaolagb tb.ue atat...n:ta .-.nwJ pea■ S•Satic, 
17 

they a:re not beSng lllld.e by a peu1•1art u a true peas:l•:lat 
18 

'¥0Uld law ref'uaed. to COM here to teat1fy. 
l9 

My ---.ta will be restricted to 'the lilff1caa­

.Aallr;loan East Loa A:Dgel.es ca,mmS:ty• 'the __. ~ tour urbaJI 
21 

riots vi'thiD a 12 ■mth perJ.od. It bu bad m ci.'Yil 1mmoil 
22 

thaa 11111' --. in tbe United. States tor the yeera 1970 and 1971 
23 

and 1n. i'ta pl.ea tor hel.p .from pollticins. it. :baa bee total1y 
24 

1gl'ON4 by Moyw Yorty• the Loa .Anp1ea City eo.mcu.. the 

https://A:Dgel.es
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Camy Jloanl ~ ~ Govea.,aar BMpa• ad ..... 
l 

PNld.deat If.ma. !Id.a 11111.tteatiall aere1y nt1eota • aJ1IIPtoll 
2 

ot poli:t:ioal pc11Mrl.ea.... aa only pollti.oal power el.1cita 
g. 

0 polit.t.ca] ~- Belated to 'this alld ~ 'the 
4 

problell 1a 'that ,..lo-Saxon polltici,ms ure ....-less iD-
6 
~ in 'tbe ~ poor. My ~ will 

6 

., 
wn1:t..taticma ~ pollti.cal power~- aa j.t perta1:Da to 

8 
Jllut Loa Angel.ea ioena amt law en:torcwn:t 

9 
apaia.i.N. Dae Cwl"J.Cit owrt OOllf'] let be'tnm lfa:Sc:m 1\Mri-

10 
cam a:rd law entoroaant apnc.1ea in Lots Anpl.ea .1a ple1nly 

ll 
a political confP!Q'&d;aticm. wbere the pol.ice an 11111ng tblur 

12 
lap] autllorJ..ty and. pclNl" to aupprwa arlOJ,pruu llex1om-

0 Allerican ettorte 1:cNud. polit.1cal. arp and soe1al 
14 

olwnp~ Ditt...t ~ apnciea haw hem used. t'brotlgb.-, 
115 

au:t b1&rtor,- to auppreu the ~ :tor political 
16 

•t:I.YU. B1ator.1oally• th1a ca. be traced. to the la"lia J.840' 8 

l'l 
._ :tint• 'tbe u. s. Anti' ,.. ua4 1:o polJ:tioally conquer 

'tba ~ ill tbe Soll'tblwut. Ap1n, ~ __.. 
19 

pcalitical .U'WU wben., dur1Dg tu ~ Angl.o-Sazan 
20· 

pol.1:t!cilma w4 1ibe .tederal. Iadgrat1on Departaaa:t to d.port 
21 

0 
to Mcd.ee 312.000 peracm.a ~ Ma:fcaza descent. aaZQ" u.s. 

22 
Aaeriolln bani cit.1.zaa. rea:ld1ng in Cal:lttm:da. And 1;oc1a7, 

215 
the po11ar.tta1. aoclem urban UlQ :the po]J.ce ea being uec:l 

24 
ill a lib :tau•• :tor political. aupprea:lcm. ~ Me:rican-

25 
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A11ar.Srm. Under a banner~ •Law and. Ordc-,• Ar lo-Sarm 
l 

poU:t.loim Jaaw riollly' pror1dad law edOftl••• apncies
2 

a 1ibe 1'ad• to OUTJ oat their pollt:toal. maalall -to •keep tu 

O· ' llegro ..... JD 111s plue.. 1io lcmpr ia tbe poliN 

6 
••1111.11.1.t being diftot 'to ~ ZIIJ)J.ata aDd. ~ lU't 

ratbe:r 1:lle po.lioe ue oa.t to st:lf'le di•m.t• Jauiua wan­
6 

.,, f'cmd.atll aa4 oaata:l:a 'tbt pollt.toall1" 11111:tant Jdnori:ti.u. 

8 
!lie pol1M 1mpt is not cr1w1ml1-V• lat ■ooial and. poliUcal 

9 
dff1m :tram iibe at:at:ms quo. !tie ldlnoe ot poli.tici•ne 

10 cml1' ........ 'to Bi• lioen&e to poliM to do wllll.t 1:bey vi.ah in 

u thtir allllliw tzwaaac'ticna. ..... aa'der. ld:th lllclDtt-AaerJ.oam 

m But i.oa AllplN. 9ae llUt 1oa .Aztp19a m.tuation .., mt
12 

w••~ lie • ai.ypical. ape:n..,. ~ Ma!am ltaer.lom•18 

lA nld41:nc 1a 1:ba Ud.tiad. stata.. 

15 Dae ~olladng .......••d. ftpori 1a Clllapter IX ~ 

16 •Alldo Sm.II ar4e• a study~ li.Miiii......R ~ oaflJ.ct 

17 alllllaaaalpia~'t'beEastLoajagelul.970Riotae a2.20,.. 

18 pap docm1111t. Dae to't&.l. ftpori 1a in. 1:he prooua of' bet,,c 

19 zwprodme4 and. cmoe .it .is relenud. to 1:m p.thlto. a copy vm 
be gi"Rll 1:o the C.,.:f asion u part ~ 1:be ftOGird. ~ 1.1MtN20 

21 1111mng-. 

1IClall.pter IX - ~ .Alleriaa:D. 1.atropm.c SOl:u.t1cm.22

0 . •ra this. :t.mai cbapter. a %w ca 11RS will ~int 

• 
23 

be llade vJ.tb. regard to ~•'ti.ems that oou1d lead to a24 

25 !Nductt.S.cm ~ ccmtl ict 'betwaa. Mex1CIIJI-JllariOM■ ad. the police 

I 
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baaed upcm ,mat occurs in other ca1■1gmj+J.es llbere thue ten•• 
l 

concJ:ltloaa are not ~OUDd. n. illportant ~ to ccmaidar 
2 

'tbe -..mt ~ pollt1ca1 authority a gi'V811 ca mt-ty haa vi.th , -_, 

0 tbe po1ice a,pacy• that tbe greater 'tbe OCl n1ty authority 
4 . 

owr the police ~. the leas ~ and. CODYerael.y • the 

gr-eater tbs police authority over the C'OttHIP±n1ty• the greater 
6 

the :fric:t1cm. ~ second baU ~ th1B cbaptar will. couider 
7 

wbat hopeta].].y will not be a course ~ actiGD ~or policy-
8 

makera to adopt, the Americlm Iatrogenic So1uticm to Mexican­
9 

Aaer1caD-pollce p.ro'blea. 

•Ia 1:ba 'bltg1nn1ng it was stated tba't n,:cu::::aa""!Alaer::u:11J1-
11 

police CODtl1ct lad to be anlayzed. 1D. 'the .friawork ~ a poll 
12 

cal power •trua'l•• 'that wl:lan Jln:lcrn Jmericens have atnftd 
130 to 1llproft 'their political and aoci.o •ccmomic oond1tJ.cm. 1my' 
14 

:tNquaatly - 111. d1Nc't canfl 1ct vi.th the 1.egal syata ad 

'the police uw.'b.11cba1rrt. Ccma1deriDg this tactor. 1:t ia tha 
16 

writer's op1n1,.m. bued. on m than 13 years~ a:perieace 
17 

dealing v11:h Mntmm L\Jlerican-police ~ 'that then 
18 

prob].w oe:anot be sol.Ted an 1:be l.ocal. 1fa:1c-11 Amrican COD­
19 

amity 1ffel. because; l, Mexieur.lmttri.rm an politically 

ponrleu and. therefore. can be and are ••ily 1pored by 
21 

tu polloeJ 2- flail u the police d.ea1Ncl 1:o adopt JlfezScan­
22 
~ .NC«PR'1'1P--lati.cma, in 80ll8 caaea they vaul.cl not be em­0 

23 
powered 'to illplmmt the :receme.ndations• e.g., a polioe com­

24 
•tu!Amer oamdidate ael.ected 1'y the Mex1can-.Aller1 canarni 

am '• theM prob.lna are aymptoaaUc o~ tbe strainged. :rel&-

https://Mexieur.lmttri.rm
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ticmehtp Ntua• Jle:Fioan-tz ri,:;ane, and. 'the l:lroad9r ca m:l:'ty 

u GPN••ecl tbrough imrt11:uticmal discr1:a1"'!-tory practices, 
2 -• 
l 

part1cular17 u 1:t pc-ta1na to tbe lepl a4 pollt1cal IIY"'-
3 

0 4 

1.t pa1nf'U1 to accept 1:be autbarJ.ty ~ 1neens1t1w. DCIIINaiden:t 
6 

~1• clRU Anglo-CJn:o:n police o.UJ.cera vbo in tum become., 
lmP'1' at :--X:oan tmeri.cans 'becauae they are not a:t:torded the 

8 

NCOpiticm and zrupect they nce.t.ve 1D their om Anglo-&txcn 
9 

lld.ddJ• cl•as cc e1+-ies. iltbongh at tiw olau. cal:tm-e 

am langmp cU.tterec.s might be :tac-tora u, coaaider u con­
11 

tri.bat111g w tb1a polari:zatiozi. they are not aa !:mprt;alrt as 
J2 

1:be atai:M4 adi11orJ.ty nlattonsb1pa be'twNa-1.118 'two ~• 
ll5 

Ma1.....,&Mricens., like a.aw o1iber group. bittarl.y reseat an 
14 

oataide !apoa.ed amtbori.ty aD4 liuld.ae police woal.d gnatl.y 

ru1st the DOtioll that tbe1r police agency be UDder the au-
16 

1:bor.ity t4 tbe Mez1can-A11arJ.caa co mity. It is kDoa tbat a 
lllf 

biee d••CCl'llCY ~..ions but 1lhan cJttMDS bave the right w 
18 

d.tend.ne how aoc:tal inst1:tuticma will 'beat Nr-•• theYa. Be­
19 

oauae ~ n:m rous compl.ex and compgmed discrild.Datory insti­

i:ltt.'lan practicu. such aa tho• acrt10D8d in this paper• this 

.is dtd"tn1tel.y mt tbe case with the Mexic,mdner1can in East 

0 12 
Loa Anpl.es. Actually• East Los Angel.es is an ethnic llinority 

• 
26 

cc m1:ty IA.1bay'ai:a. In this COIIIDUDity ~ Mex1can­
24 

Americam llv. m wtalltar.1an:-llke a1:moapherea l4'd,ch 1a part 

https://Angel.es
https://compl.ex
https://d.tend.ne
https://liuld.ae
https://amtbori.ty
https://adi11orJ.ty
https://nce.t.ve
https://autbarJ.ty


395 

~ a larger cc m1ty ayata wb1ch tunct1cme u a d.elloc:raq.
1 

!b1a Nflecta • daa'bl• atlmdard ~ ~ rule. Ia other 
2 .... 

..U. P9&'ter Loll Alrplaa praotiou a :tCll'II ~ aelactiw 

..,...-.oy 1d:tb i'ta N■immta. SO.. people ..,_ W ffl mi­
4 

UN 1ll Loa Anplu ezQOY tbe nal. &4wmapa ~ a 41 ■ 0CNC)" 
o~ 

a 

Ii 
bat otmra. such u Jla:lca-ONr:fcens 1a East Loa Anplu• do 

6 
IIO't. lfb1a 1a 1.b8 prilllary reucm wl:IJ' OOllflJ.G't a1ata i.twea 

T 
'the polLoe ad. ..,...MD t..rtcane and the na·- ldQ' tNN 

8 

pro1llw _,,.,... - aol.wcl - 'Iba 1ooal ~ coa-
9 

10 aad.t.y l.ft9l.. 

baft to be ade ill 1:be opuaUcma ~ the 
11 

larpr cc mtty ay.-ta that attect 'the wliue ~ 'the 
12 

ooc-mmu1:ty lll1laayatell. To be m apecttic• o>wnpa in

0 13 

pollce operatlcww a:ttecting 1:m ~ cc m1ty
14 

law to lie Jaltide&l by tbe paar strtwture ~ tbe larpr coa­
us 

lad.ty. It 1.a alao 1n 'the larpr ocw■m:!:ty parer st.ructure 
16 

'tba"t tbe pot:en.t:1al. ~or ~ politioal ael:t-de'te.zw:Li :: 
1'1 

ldm.tioa lie. Poli'tioa] Nl:t~tim bu to becO■ I a 
18 

N&l.11:y U .. ...t••• w m a :tizlal. ad 1:o tbe caatUct be-
19 
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20 

,ozbu.- ~ #lue :Olctora will be cons1dend in i1la :tol.lold.Dg
21 
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0 
22 

ttat can Jaw tile ettect ~ 41rm.rina ala-ulw poliA:e pz-. 23 
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24 

pbe- in 1i1aNe de:t1ne4 tawrela'ted Jlll'Olala ....... tollowat 
25 
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6 
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8 
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9 
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15 
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16 
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18 

Jln:SOU'I twri.eena ~ nal1z1:ng 1ilmr politiOP1 potaat.1al•
19 

20 
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0 
22 
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https://pcftlWJ.ua


-- ... ·-- OGIUIJt.U'llC7 ctatu.tn • :-- dealt .Allar.l--l 

a at 1eut tllNe occasioaa. tlJe East Los -...1.a b1gh IIDhool. 
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5 
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'Bae D.f.a'tz-1ot Attorney sbou.l.d ·tm:m.na:te tbelre 41 scrtrd:rwtory 
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~•u they Uaoom-age the politics of' ...-n1zed protest 

20 
a:ton. J:t not allowed to develop. will re!!Ul.t m tba politi.cs 

21 
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24 
ript to protest against. the police and. otJ:m- iDatitut.icms,. 
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!be police int11d.date tbam by l'PJ.d1:nc tbe1r ~. 
l 

tek1ng their photographs as they dell0Dstra'te. arrut tha 
2 

rip't Oll't o:f "b p1.cket liMa, and. barau tba in tbeir pri• 
3 

0 hml••• I:t tbue pact.1cea are DDt the o.tt1o1•1 po.11.ciea ~ 
4 

tbe Cb1~ ~ :Ptl1N am the Cowrty Sharitt9 1iha they abould 

fmediate~ aaw control of those otticera deaamrtratmg 
6 

quutionable beha'Yior. ~ir behavior not cml¥ bu the ettec 
7 

of political. auppruaion., but it COapOlmdS and provoke& the 
8 

pSJ'Chol.ogical ~ ~ an exp1osi'ft OOIWJD1:ty'. 
9 

1'hm'9 are approxiaatel.y 40.ooo adu11; ima:tu and. 

(9 

parolees in 'the Cal1:ttmlia Adul.t Authority cornot1cms system 
11 

and.~ 'tlle• 20 per cant or a.ooo are~ Span1·sb suma11e amt 
12 

Jl08'tlJ' A-a the Saat1:lern Csl1:tmma area. Host "-'1can-
13 

Aasr1oan ic't are ~or ~ ottaaea. Became o~ 
14 

m•w:rw_ iDtcTelated inatituticmal. d1 scr1 ■1netary practices 

tbat ruul.t in. m poor Maxir-811--Americana being U"NstecJ.. ftftl.. 

16 
victed and imprisoned for narcotic offenses than midd"'-a c1 ,a" 

~ I 
per!SfDS• their ptm1 sbment is •de 9Yell JIIDN ..._.. becauaa 

18 
taey alao lose their right to "VOte. And beeaw they lose 

19 
tJ»1r right 1:o vote, they bec0111t politicaJJy !aelp1eu to pea. 

ticipate 111 the .AaarJ.can dwcre.Uc proceu 'to chimp tboH 
21 

aocial. cond1ticms that caused tbeir iDi.tial. dMmtell • and.. 
0 22 . 

which will also cause thair .fatu1"e d.cMrtall. 1'h-,r are 1n re­
23 

all:ty trapped in a Vi.c.ious cycl.e. As tbay' are trapped in not 
24 

https://dwcre.Uc
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trapped. In this respect, the state con-ect.ional. system is 
l 

politically oppressing the Mexican-American oonvmm1ty. The 

2 
origjnel purpoee ~ the law was to punish the offender, 

3 

0 1a al.so pam1ab1ng a class of people. Politics, in this re­
4 

spect, have no place in the con-ecticmal system. nu.s lmjust 

law should be terminated. 
6 

"For the last two years the Chicano law Students 
7 

Association and the Congress of Mexican-American Unity have 
8 

attempted to persuade the :t,os Angeles City Council and the 
9 

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to expand their membe 

ships to make i.t possible :for Mexican-Americans to have a pc►..-.· ,.J.·, 

11 
litica1 voi.ce in government. The Board of SUpervisors reject 

12 
this request. Arter an initia1 denial ~ this request, the 

130 City Council later decided to attach the request-expanding 
14 

city COtmCll from .1:1:fteen to seventeen menibers-~s an amendme 

with the new city charter proposal in the 1970 November el~c-
16 

tions. The cO\DlCil stipulated, however, that the new city 
17 

charter :first had to be passed by the voters before they coul 
18 

vote on the independent enlargment amendment. Mexican­
19 

Americans viewed this :f'eeb1e, impractical attempt as a pollti 

cal maneuver designed to make Mexican-Americans believe that 
21 

the city council was trul.y attempting to help them develop 

0 
22 

political power. The Board o:f Supervisors and the City Counc 
23 

should again reconsider these matters with the assistance of 
24 

Mexican-American organizations, and demonstrate a tenacious 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

400 

co-t:ltment to :ruo1ve tbe probl.em in a creauw, p%'llCUcal 
1 

....-. A dilll'>CrllCY :ftmctiona but '1111:ta. all peop1e haw a 
2 

T01oe .tn ~ Urban c11aG1"der is a l.1mrry 'tba.t dia­
3 

·O c.rJ.:ad1111:tary political intereata can no 1Gapr atto:rd-eftryone 
4 

1o-. 

•Becauae the 1970 cemms wm reveal. an. increase in 
6 

popula:tian ill Celi :t'lmia,,. ~ ocmgt'88sicmal. diatr'icts v1ll 
7 

haw to be created. This will. provide an op,11C)rbm1ty tor 
8 

those in polltica1 power to caordilJate tbeir efforts in sup­
9 

porti:ag tbe creation ~ eongreaaicmal. d1atr1.cts 1:bat will be 

:t'8.VON.b'l.e to Ma::Ican-.A:aer.ican "VO'tera. 
11 

11.Anot'ber- approach to he1p tbe Mea::Jcrm--Americen de­
12 

'ftl.op poliUcal uU'-determina.tion 1a to t'm o.atrillt politi­
13 

cal ottice vecenci•a with Me:xica:D-L\meriflns. For e::zamp1.e1 at 
l.4 

a recent meting called by Senator Alan Cranston imol.Ying 

AngJ o-Saxcm businessmen and Mexican,-Amer1cans. Abe lfapia, 
16 

State Chairman o:t the Mex:tcan-American Political Association, 
17 

recnwended ti:E.t the businessmen,. vi.th tbe support g the Los 
18 

Al:lgeles !imea• campaign to t'm Danielson's 'V&Cll'ted state 
19 

se:aate seat with a Mexican-American in order :tor Mexican 

Amer.icaDs to have a voice in the district reapportianment dis- j 

21 
cussicm.a in the eom:Sng state 1eg.1slature seam.ams. Without 

a Mexican,..\merica:n voi.ce 1n these d.1.scusaions based on his­0. 22 

23 
torical experience cur.rent political. discriminatory practices 

24 
will become even more severe. n 

https://e::zamp1.e1
https://probl.em


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

402 

to begin with• the police-citizen contact :is a bigbJ.y exciting 

am provnk1ng 'type o:r experience. -I don't tb1nk by' 1ncreas.1:ag1 

aay, tbe Dmlber o:t Maxican-'ulerican otticers 1:t would reduce 

t•u•1on. I 'believe there are abraaive prac-lices goirlg on0 
the police department 1n its transact with the com-

1immuty. For example. the_ whole question of over policing the 

11co111111m1ty. There are many more peopJ.e per rat.to o£ popµlation 

iDg cited :tor traffic ottenses. ~ are more people being 

,1t1,.-sted for drunk driving. drunkeness, than in other communi-

es, even though it has an 1dentica1 leve1 o:t alcoholim as in 

tber areas. There is excessive helicopter patroling of the 

omm,mity and that is. I tb:Jnk, psychot-ogically provoking. 

ltclllsre are insti.tuticmal practices that have to be changed ratb.e 

0 vidual to individual et relat.1onsb1ps, which 

if there were more Maxi.call-! !can police officers on 

force. 

MR. GA.BOURIE: In East Los Angel.es you have a_ distrie 

ourt µi which .four judges preside, 11stel of which are Mexican-

IJU!Marl.cans. Does the East Los Angel.es cnnmnm1ty .feel these 

111:h'JNtA judges are not relating to the defendants who come ~ore 

f!I/Jl? Are they unsatiafied or dissatisfied rather with the 

0 
MR. MORALES: I am persona] ly not a-ware of any com­

laints as :tar as the cmm:mm1ty is concerned toward the tbree 

https://Angel.es
https://Angel.es
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Mex:1~ judges, but. again, I wou1d. say there 1a a 

• l 
certain type ~ d.iac:r:Jndna-tory practi.ce which has been in­

2 
stitut1cmal., nm into the court system, vh1ch is by and l.arge 

3 -
hurt11lg the COINMtD,ty, which I don't tb:S:nk tbe CC>ihdiuDity is 

4 
actual],1' aware of. Aga:fn, what I am speaking~ is an over-

representation m:. peop1e being arested for the of.tenses ~ 
6 

drmik driving and drlmkeness. 
7 

!ro give you one dramtic exam;pJ.e. in the East Los 
8 

Angeles MmnPrn1i;y there are appro:x:1mte1y 10.000 persons of 
9 

Spanish surname being arrested for dru:akeness or d:rtmk. dri-~~=-

yet in a mid.dl.e class Angl.o-&mm t:omlmmity that has an ident 
11 

ca1 ratio o'l: a1cohollsm, there are ~Y 1,500 peopl.e being 
12 

arrested per yee:r for the same ottenaea. In East Los .ADge1es 
13 

there are 375 polic.e oU1cers pa.trollng the area and in the 
14 

middle-class Anglo-Su:x:m. CMRDJmity there are only 100, just 

a little over 100, police officers. My point 1s the more you 
16 

increaae the patrol of an:ri.,cPtDJmm1ty, the more the police 
17 

behaviGr attecta the behavior of the peop1e. 
18 

MR. GABOURIE: Have the citizens in East Los A:rage1e 
19 

as a body contacted ms.y of tbe three Mexicai:i-JmerJ.can JUdges 

and to1d them this? 
21 

MR. MORA.I.RS: I am not aware o.f this happening. As 

0 22 
I say. this document is 220 pages 10%.lg and it has one chapter 

• 
23 

addressed to this very question. Once we are ab1e to repro-
24 

duce this document, we certamly are goillg 'to involve the 

https://MORA.I.RS
https://practi.ce
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courts. not anl.y the immicipal courts, but the state and 
l 

federal courts. 
2 

~ same type of process 1s invol.ved in the nar-
3 

cotics probl.em. 
4 

MR. GABOURIE: Thank you. 

FAT.HER CASSO: Do you feel because o~ the activity 
6 

you have indicated, Mr. Moral.es, that the CODPDiro1ty is more 
7 

ag:ravated today than it was, say, in August? 
8 

MR. MORAL'ES: I wou1d say yes. I have made a survey 
9 

0 

of the literature of comrmmities that bave had riots through­

out the u.s. and it seems in ai1 cOJD11Drn:lties that did have a 
ll 

riot during the 19601 s, primarily 1965 to 1968, in all cases 
12 

there was an increase in police patroling. It seems as li 
130 the usua1 constraints of the police were pretty much removed 
14 

and the police became involved much· more aggresaively with 

abrasive practices in the comamity. This is very much so in 
16 

the situation in East Los Angeles. There are many people in 
17 

the cOlDlfflm:J ty who are very angry as to the intensi:tied abrasi 
18 

practices of the police. 
l9 

FATHER CASSO: This mol"lliDg one of the attorneys 

read :from the u.s. Supreme Court Katzenbach versus Morgan and 
21 

made this statement: "Debasement or dillusion of a class, 

0 
22 

name1y,a minority group voti.Jlg strength, may and does,_ in fact 
23 

lead to rmy treatment of government services such as public 
24 

school.a, public housing and law enforcement.n From your testi 

https://Moral.es
https://probl.em


0 

llnOIIYt is it your op~on this is true and that this is going 

.o 

• 

1. ill East Los Angeles? 

2 MR. MORALES.: CertaiDJ,y.. yes. 

3 MR. MON'!GOMERY: Any a:uestions? 

4 MRS. KUCHMAN: -No. 

5 MR. MONTGOMERY: Mr. Glick. 

6 MR. GLICK: Mr. Morales, in the absence of any over­
7 social change in Los Angeles. and that is the relationship 
8 tween the Mexican-American subcul.ture-I can't recaJ.l the 
9 rm you used exactl.y--and the greater community, can you make 

10 
y suggestion or recommendations as -to what efforts could be 

11 en administratively to give greater control over the law 
12 

nforcement agencies in this area to the people of Los Angeles, 
13 

oth in the county and in the city? 
14 

MR. MORALES: I feel that there is a city charter in 

15 
e City of Los Angeles and it is written in the city charter 

16 
ctly how the police department will function. But the way 

17 
situation is currently structured, there is no way really 

18 
hat one can e:f'.:f'ectively represent the Mexican-American com-

ty, say, on the Police Commission. Members of the Police 

ommission are appointed by the mayor and so far, to this 
21 

oint, appointees on the Police Commission have not been per-

_ons that have come out of' the East Los Ange1es community or 

t reside in the Ea.st Los .Angeles cormmroity. I believe some 

e of process or vehicle bas to be worked out where people 
25 
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1roll the 1la:tcen--.American c0JD111m1ty can be e1ected. or ae1ec 
1 

1a scaa .taJ.r w.y so tbe:y can aerN cm. the Police Cnmm1 s,sion. 
2 

I tb1nk tb.18 would have soma ef':tect on 'the problem. 
3 

JIIR. GLICK: I would tb1nk there could be a decen.tral
0 4 

!zed law entoroement agency and this has bNa tried in other 

citiu with a varying degree ~ aucces.-ao the prillcints whi 
6 

lie in East Loa .Angel.es woaJ.d really have ott1.cera who are re­
7 

sponsi.ble to local. OC+IIINJD:i~ boards. 
8 

MR. ICJRA.LES1 Z.-~ think U aometb:mg like this 
9 

could be worked out it woul.d in. some ways begin to reduce some 

~ tbe b-iction ~ the comnm:lty. 1'he biggest prob1em 18 the 
ll 

is DO dialog b:ttween. the police mv1 the CODPmlfty it 1s aenr-
12 

1ng. Any step taken in the directicm. of bringing the police 
130 rmder greater 1.-,uencat o.t the eonmrn1ty• I tb1nk this woul.d. 
14 

have some ~:tect 1n reducing the con:C..icts bet.ween tbe two. 

MR. GLICK: Do you know or would you o:.Uer en opini 

l6 as to any roll the federal. gover.maen.t coul.d play in terms ~ 

17 
conta..1ning the hostility that seems to exist between the peop1 

18 and the police in East Los An.ge1es? 

19 
MR. MORAim: Yes. I have an idea about that. As 

you know• there is a ~ederal law, Title 18, US Code, Section 
21 

242., that mkes i.t a .:federal. o:f':.te.nse :tor &IV' police otticer 

22O or peace officer to deprive a citizen of his rights i:brough 

23 abwu:n beha.vJ.or, beating. et cetera. ~s law init1ally in 

24 its m1g1nal .form was initiated 1n 1872, rev1aed in 1940, 

https://beha.vJ.or
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again in 1964. Since then there bave been a .tw mild aodi­

.tioatiw ~ that lmr. But to date since t'bat law has been 

--.tecl 'there hu not betm one person ~ Span1 ab sunmme 

tbrot,atott: ,._ Uat:ted states tbat bas ever Neeived. protecUC?D, 

:tram that law m a sense tbat a pol ice officer has been proae-

outed. '1:.or abuaing the civil rights ~ a Max:Jcan-s.•mrican.. 

I :t..J. it the ~ government could aggressivel.y 

use tbat law and prosecute police of.ticers who have assauJ.ted 

MexioaD.Amertcans, tb1s will tend to bave a cooJJ.ng-Qt'.t ettect 

cm the act.1cms o.t mmy police of'..ticers. 

Currently the police pretty mcb .teel. they CBD do 

'What they w1sb.. ~eel:lng quite con.tiden.t no cme will do any­

tb:1:ng about the altuaticm. Ccmcerm.ng tbe East Los .Anpl.as 

picture .tor the last lp J10D.tha, I believe their opim.ons and 

bel ids are COft'eCt. 

MR. GLICK: 'tbenk you. 

MR. MORJ!GOMBRY: Anyth1ng :further? 

MR. IIIIJI Yes. 

I pt tbe .teeliDg .tram your remarks tbat you :teeJ. 

an apl.osion in tbe East Los .Angeles comwm!:ty could be 

1w1nent. Ia tbat a .f'air statement? 

MR. MORALllS: Yes. As I pointed out in 'l!f'j earlier 

testimony• tbere have been .tour exp1oa1ou.which have made the 

OAM-m:f1;y most aplos1ve. during tbe 12-mmxth period• 

MR. ICDG, You. aa1d you also made a study o:t a mnabe~ 

https://Ccmcerm.ng
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o:t co-win1tiea around. tb& United states 1n wh1cb there have 
1 

'bND. •1m1lar a:p1oa1ons. You :as.med or stated aae .tactor. 
2 

.An tbere otberaT I am sure tbeN are. 
3 

MR. lllRlLE: Yes.

0 4 
JIR.. KIRG& Perhaps )'OU could eDIPIINte a littl.e bit 

5 cm. tllat. 

6 n. MD.RALES1 Yea. 
7 

I have info.rma~ .1-e NgardJDg 1:be tbree explo-
8 

sions that occurred in East Loa Angeles dur.mg 'the year l.970. 

9 I have not considered. tbe most recmt since 'tbe 81.tuation. 

10 
occurzsed an J. 9th ~ this year. ~ fi:r8't a:pl.osicm. 

11 
was cm Jamwry l, 1970a another an August 29a 1970. and a 

l2 
tb.:l.:&'d-. ~ 16. 1970. 

130 Die ccmd1t10DS and ~ f'ound. in appra:d-

14 
-~ 168 riots 'that occur.red tbrougbout the u.s. during the 

15 
a1d l9fSO'•• I cmpared those 00Ddit1ans v.ith 'the cond:.tt:lons 

16 1D last Loa .Anpl.u. I m1gb.t just point out a f'fl'II of them in 

17 re:t'erence to you:,:- question. 

18J 

~ CODd2:tions to be f'ou:ad in 'the v.s. r.tots were, 

19 oae. aocJ.o eoonm1c, political. am paychol.og1cal d.epresaion.. 

20 1'hia wa ao 1D. East Ios Az:tgelea. A f'eel1:ng ~ ea:ploJ:taticn, 

21 tb1a wu true .in ti. East Los A:ngel,"'8 comiitm1ty. lack ~ 
220 1n:DJJCICe an4 C<R1e•m1ca.tion :meana, this w.s ao 1D. East Io8 

25 
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tb.1.s was so in the :East Los Angeles eOJJlfflJmity. ~"ts 

prec.ipi.ta:tecl by routine arrests, this was so in one of tbe 
2 

three apl.osicma in the East Ios Angeles c•a•m;f ty. The polic• 
l 

s 
\ 

sym'bollzed white power to the cOJJ111mii;y1 th1a was so in the .
0 4 

Fast Los ADgel.ea canmam:lty. A preceptim o~ police ba.tallty 

and a doubJ.~ of justice• this was ao in the East Los 
6 

Angel.es conmnm1ty. 
7 

Most of the riots were 'lfhat they call commodity 
8 

riots. That means there was an expl.osion directed p:ri.marily 
9 

at business esta'bl.isbments and commodities. !rhis was so in 
10 

two of the East Los Angeles riots and not true in tbe third. 
l.l 

Death resul:tirig b'om police :force. there were some 

• 
12 

deaths in the Ea.st Los .Ange1es explosil.m; injuries reaulting 
13 

.from police .force, this was so in the East Loa .Angel.es com­
l4 

munity. Police injuries as a resul.t of this, this vaa so in 
15 

the three Fast Los .A:ngel.es situations. ~ ws an absence 
16 
~ m-gan1zed conspiracy, this was so in the East Los ADgel.es 

1'1 
MRmm1'ty. A car.rdiral. spirit was tbere prior to the rioting, 

18 
this was so in the East Los Angeles si.tuations. 

l9 
In the :first phase o:t the u.s. riota. crowds co1-

20 
lected, police were stoned, tensions :mounted, this was so cml.y 

21 
in two o:t the East Los Ange1es situations. !he aeccmd pbase0 

220. was "breaking o:t windows and lootil:lg, tb1s was so in the East 
23 

Los Ange1es sitati.on. The th1n1 pha.ae we.a :tire bombiDga, ars , 
24 

this was so 1n onl.y two~ the East Los .Ange1es situations. 
25 

https://sitati.on
https://ADgel.es
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1r..I:Il4ere were police 001.mter-measurea. this was so in two of the 
l 

Los Azlge1es situations. The police escalated the riots 
2 

too ear1y, too lltt1e reaction or over-reactJ..on_ regarding 
s 

Los Ange1es there appears to have been over-reaction !n0 4 
August 29, 1970, riot in which there were three deaths. 

In the U. s. riots loca1 citizens were a11owed to 
6 

llmlnd.:Le the disorder with rn:In1rnum police intervention. !his was 
7 

ot so 1n the .first two East Los A:ngeles riots,- but was so in 
8 

e third. The preventive approach taken by the police, this 
9 

so only in the third riot. 

The third phase o.f riot, a minority group police 
11 

this 'Was so in the two latter riots in East Los 
12 

0 13 
There are other different points and it seems as if 

14 
e situations were almost identical·to the u. s. riots. 

gain, if you want to read this in more detail when the report 
16 

s available, you ma.y have a copy for your consideration. 
17 

MR. MONTGOMERY: Thank you very much, Mr. Moral.es. 
18 

My name is A1pba Montgomery and I will act as the 
19 

.,,,,.uci.....i.~l/,l;C;ll.lo. until your Cl:B.rman, Herman Sillas,. returns. I under-

tand he is mak:tng a presentation at the immediate time. 
21 

Our next witness is Mr. Jul.ian Nava-I lmdersta.nd Mr. 

0 
23 

Would you state your name and your organization. 
24 

MR. MUNOZ: I am Rosalie Munoz. I am Chairman of 

https://lmdersta.nd
https://uci.....i.~l/,l;C;ll.lo
https://Moral.es
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e Moratorium Comm1tte and also the Pollce-Cnnm:nrn1ty Rela-

l 

2 
I came here prepared to talk about incidents in the 

3 
tin terms of how the police en:torce political exclusion0 4 
Mexican-.Americans 1n I.os A12gele8 County, but the situation 

1n Los .Angel.es County really directs my attention, and I 
6 

1n01:>e all the people who are concerned about hnman beings, to 
7 
~ and to the coming weekend end1ng on ,Tannery ,i. 

8 
I wow.d like to read a leaflet to begin my testi­

9 
It bas been put out by our Committee concerning a 

tion end1ng on J 31. 
11 

(At t!lls time, 
12 

• 13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

1.9 

0 
22 

23 

24 

a statement was read into the 

21 
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MR. MDNOZ1 The role ~ the Chicano Moratorium 
1 

Cc 1-t;tee 1s om, u State Senator MaBCODa +alked about, 
2 
~ pollti.ca. We in, I gueaa, 1n what .is known in 

3 

0 1epl. terms aa the apeech plus activities. aoaeth1ng vvy, 
4 

vvy- necessary to our ~cmmm1ty, because of the :tact we have 
5i 

no real ~ectiw political repre88Dta.ticm ill our loca1 areas, 
6 

statewide and national. Because of the lack of tbis repre­
7 

sentation and because of the lack~ the ~fectiveness of the 
8 

representation that we do have, politica1 issues as de.fined 
9 

by the standard institutions in this country do not relate 
10 

to our people and their every-day lives. In order .for our 
11 

people to participate 1n the polltica.1 arena, it is extremely 
12 

necessary for the::. to be groups such as our Committee, such 

0 13 
as ll8llJ' other groups throughout t:n..-1.sout~es:tern ~ qf~11, 

14 
southwestern United States, that can use as effectively as 

15 
possib1e the guarantees o:t the Constitution o:t the United 

16 
states, primarily the first amendment, to break down the is­

l'T 
sues to our people. 

18 
This is lllhat we saw as our duty to do :tor our people 

19 
on the issue of the war where we :found a disproportionate 

20 
amount of Mexican-Americans, Spanish surname peop1e, dying in 

21 
the bloody, iaDoral. war in Vietnam. We tb1nk we ~fectively 

220. did that am placed the issue to our people so they could see 
23 

it c1early. We had to do it on our own because even a group 
24 

such as the Peace Movement 1n this ~untry was 1Dstitu.tionally 
25 
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acistt:as it dea1t with the issue because :1.t ef.f'ectively taught 

• 
l na,u.,i~ise. m.1.ddleclass youths as to the whys, .t'irst ot. all, of 
2 t going to the war and how, through draft counseling and 

3 
~er measures, to avoid the war. The resuJ.t was more Chicanos

0 4 Blacks and poor people .filling the quotas~ our Selective 
5 So we had to do it on our own and there was 
6 

great need to do it. 
7 

We became convinced before August 2,9th that if we 
8 ere going to bring the war home-because we said the war, our 
9 

, was a struggle for social justice-the next place we wou1d 

• 
veto .focus our attention was on the issue of the police 

:tality, police-community relations, but when there is bru­

lity there are really no relations. Unfortunately, before 

e could finish our August 29th national mobilization, we had 

deal with the issue of police brutality right there in the 

Every since then our Committee has been subject to con­

inuous harrassment, physical and psychologica.1, by the Los 

eles Police Department primarily and in part by the Sherli.f' 

epartment o.f' the Cotm.ty of Los .Ange1es. 

Now, with this upcoming demonstration ending on the 

1st of this month, we come to what we see as the central core 

f the issue of police bruta1ity.: .In Chicano conmnmj ties thro 

ut Los Angeles there is a growing fear,·O 
23 

ut Los Angeles, about our demonstr.a.tion, a fear concerning 
24 

iolence. That is the essential thing about the police issue, 
25 
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it 1a :tear, not just :,.•:for Mexican-.Amaricaus, but, as I see 
l 

it, :tor all ci,Uzena in our modern society, because police 
2 

seea to be using :tear more and more as a way~ doing tbe:lr 
3 

job. With ua it 1a a deep-rooted :tear.0 4 
I tb1nk the pr:1or testimony of Mr. Moral.es in 

about the military invasion, the steal1ng of our lam, the 
6 

efforts of Jmdgration to break hundreds of labor efforts and 
7 

to try to tell white peopl.e• "We are mak1ng jobs :tor you by 
8 

getting rid o:t Mexicansn • in the '30s and the •50•• then a:tter 
9 

World Warn with the police being that agency that creates 

the :tear in our people. a £ear that makes any kind o.t politi-
ll 

cal activity, it gives you an ambiguous .teeJ1ng U you are a 
12 

Chicano or a Black 1:t you are going~ step am: and exercise 
130 your bu:1c rights. 
14 

I have with me soma testiaony of the .Uorbs we have 

made in trying to get the Loa Angeles Police Department to 
16 

stop the harrassment o:t our Chicano Moratori\DI Committee. 
17 

Fifty-four members of the Committee and organizers have been 
18 

arrested .tal.sely. stopped and beaten. Some~ these 1Dstances 
19 

will be in the testimony. I find it particularly interestiJ.mt-t­

U you will take a l.ook afterwards at the testimony o:t the 
21 

head of the Hollenback Division of the Loa Angeles Police De­

0 22 partment, Mr. Barny, whose testimony about all the police 
23 survtdlsnce d the area relates to what he talks about, their 

24 
being a lot o:t crime in tbat coDJ11Prn:lty, a lot o:t youths and 
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gs:ngs, raising all k:lnds of stereotypes in the judge's mind 
1 

about Chicanos being criminally inclined or that our area 
2 .. 

bas a higher rate of crime. The testimony of Mr. Moral.es 
3 

wm show, I tb1nk, there is no high rate of crime in that0 4_ 
area as compared to any other areas in the city. But the 

judge apparently saw :tit not to bring a pnl1m:1nary injunc­
6 

tion because there was hip crime there and belieVing the 
7 

stereotypes that the police threw at him. 
8 

1!\ei:~on-,oa~ was a demonstration 
9 

organized by 01..~ C~ttee to protest the harrassment against 

people and the Chief o:t Police has all bat aid and.I 
11 

11--eve it has been reported and it will come out on SUnday­
12 

t the First Amendment should not apply to people like my­
13 

el.t', that it should be amended so that peopJ.e like members 
14 

:t our Committee cannot raise the grievances of our c0J1D11m1ty. 

There is a lot of :tear in East Los .Angeles and 
16 

llt}:DrougbC,u:t Southern. C&lifor.riia and the C0tm.ty of Los Angeles 
17 

cularly about the upcoming demonstration. We are trying 
18 

deescalate the red baiting and the racist statements of the 
19 

Pbie:t o.t Police.-,_., We have at least 20 members of our comnnmity
! 
ltn various areas throughout the conmumjt)! :tasting and trying 

21 I 
COJ'DfflJm1,....ate a spirit of nonviol.ence. I am one of them. 

22

0 e are also in our fast trying to communicate awareness in 

• 
23 

people to look out :tor paid provocators who want to create 
24 

iolence on the part o:t the police. In a way, after the 9th, 
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0 

one of our Committee members said, and I would l.ike to quote 
1 

him, "We have got them on the run,0 the police, except they are 
2 

chasi!2g after us with billy c1ubs and guns, but we do have 
3 

them cm the run and they are chasing a:tter us and are going ~ 
4 

.be, in my opinion, trying to provoke some kind of Vio1ence in 

order to come down again on us very harshl.y and in order to 
6 

suspend our First Amendment rights. 
7 

I want to call upon all of you seated 1n ~t ~ 
8 

me, and all of you here, to do everything you can to stop 
9 

lice violence on Jamzary 31st. The demonstration has been 

escal.ated, as I said, through fear tactics by the Los Angel.es 
ll 

ef of Police, Edward Davis. We envision at the beginn1ng, 
12 

:ferently f'rom that on January 9th, not protesting direct 

0 13 
llt1ca1 repression against the convmm:ity, against 1eaders 

14 
organizers, but on the every-day· life of our peop1e. We 

ve organized with criDBDJm1ty peop1e at five points in the 
16 

o\Ulty pilgrimages for those peop1e, Chicano peop1e, Latin 
17 

11>8C>P1e, who have suffered directly from pol.ice brutality and 
18 

The caravans will wind ~mall corners of 
19 

e county through the area to Fast Los Angel.es where we will 

ve an open hearing for those people who have been victims 
21 

f police brutality. 
22

0 I woul.d like to invite all of you at this time here 
23 

o tbat open hearing. 
24 

I will say again that the issue is fear, a £ear that 

https://Angel.es
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1Dhib1ts us politically. our Committee has decided no 1onger 
l 

to .fear injustice. We live with it every day in our 'barri.oa 
2 

W. might just as well bring it to the picket 11ne. to the _,....,.111 , 

3 
to the pilgrimage. U necessary. We al.so have an att1tude tbs.

0 4 
peri:lapa with this demcmstre.tion there may be a time to es-

tablish 'trust .for the .first time, to establish trust between 
6 

the cOJ'fflfflmity and the police agencies. We have an opportunity 
7 

to do someth~ng .for police-c()rmmmity relations throughout the 
8 

country and throughout the world. We are willing to work 
9 

toward that as long as you people here can .find means of help-

1ng the situation, so long as you do not also .fear the injus-
11 tices o.t the system you represent has placed upon us and so we 
12 can begin neaJ1ng with each other as human beiDgs. 
13 

CHAIRMAN SILLASI Thank you, Mr. Munoz. 

l.4 
Are there any questions :tram the Committee? 

.Mr. Gabourie. 

16 
MR. GABOURIEt I asked Mr. Mora1ea U he thought if 

17 there vas a higher concentration of Chicanos 1n the police 
18 departments, police agencies. if' that would hel.p the situation 
19 at all. He answered in the negative. What is your opinion? 

MR. MUNOZ: One day I was driving through East Los 
21 Angel.es around Brooklyn Avenue and the East Loa .Angeles Colleg •• 

0 22 I saw a large billboard right by the school am ill large block 

• 
23 red l.etters it said, "Motcho," and bel.ow it said in black, 

24 "Joins tbe Los .Angel.es Police Department." East Los Angeles 

https://Angel.es
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College has a very high amount of Me:r:1can-Amer1.can students, 
1 

large portion of those students, the mal.e part, have come 
2 

y .frca the battle.fields of Vietnam. :fl"OJll the ~ 
3 

llDas o.t V1.etnam, b-om places like My Lai and train1Dg that0 4 
s reau1ted :tram places like My Lai. They are trying to take 

5 

llll(rwm~ce o.t their GI Bill and they are looking for jobs. The 
6 

y tbe police go about it, they are trying wbat I call one 
7 

orm of genocide 1n America, what I call imperialism. It is 
8 

of the few imperial. powers· that tries to ~orce its cuJ.ture 
9 

IW>Cm. the peop1e it oppresses, primarily by usfng and tek1ng 
10 

:vantage o.t the cu1ture of those people against themse1ves. 
11 

the police continue to recruit on tbat basis, it wouJ.d be 
12 

lmle:hworse. Unfortunately, some o.t the worst brutality in
-0 

police nots we have faced 1D the past years have come 

m Mexican-Americans who must have tremendous moral and 

chological contlicts about the situations in which they 
16 

ind themselves. "The police departments tek1ng advantage of 
17 

tr culture turns them to brutalize their very people.
18 

MR. GABOURIE;. Thank you. 
l9 

FA~ CASSO: Do you Jmow of any other incident 
20 

the history of the United states, particularly 1n the 160s, 
21 

'11th•~- the police tried to disburse a crowd as large as 15,000 
22

0 eople?
23 

MR. MU?IOZ: I am familiar with the demonstration 1n 
24 

s Angeles at the Century Plaza and that was s.1m1Jar. I am 
25 
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fenr1Jiar with the numbers 1n that except the police at 
l Cen1:tar7 PJ.aza. wmm they dispersed the crowd, just dis-

2 
lhA1f'Rf!ld it. In East Los Angeles they .:toll.owed us right .into 

3 
commity chasing us down tittier Boulevard. !hey ataye~

·O 4 
the «"--ODFPm:I ty am establ :I shed marshal law. They' did not do 

5 
t with the people .from BeverJ.y Hills and .from Pacific Pe.la­

6 
des and other areas o:£ "the city at the Century Plaza event. 

7 
FATHER CASSO: Do you :fee1 that .in the police or 

8 
deputies,tbai; they have a psychological. 1mderstand1ng of 

9 
Mexican-American 'temperment or the Latin temperment es-

• 
MR. MUNOZ: I think there are stereotypes. The 

ad o-f' the Federa1 Bureau of Investigation came out with one 

the ol.dest onea., You can go back 30 years to see it at its 
. 

st blatant in testimony in the so-called Sleepy Lagoon case 

wtH1'19A the Los .Angel.es Police Department had one 0£ their men 

foreigb;..affairs division. or something like that, testify 

t Chicanos were biologically criln~naJJy inclined.. 
18 

One o:f ·the Chie£s o.:t :eolice• Mr. Parker, has said 
1.9 

s recently, ·r believe. as 1960, tbat 1n d.e:a:ttng With Cbl.cano­
20 

lice community relations you cannot entirely .forget the ques­
21 

on o:t genes. 

0 
22 

Perhaps more insidious is what I like to ca1l the 
23 

beral argument or the .1soci01ogical argument,. which is, well, 
24 

~::acuse ~ eccmom:1.c pro~lems, cultural. probl.ams, language prob-
25 
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leu, et cetera, there are certain cr,m1naJ patterns that 

Chicanos have. 

I tb1nk a lot o:t Mr. More.1es• teatimaay that will be 

:fortbcomiDg shows that is basically :fa1se, if only that the0 
tterns may be 1ess than other segments of the society leas 

cr1m1naJJy incl1ned. 

Definitel.y, the police do not look at us as burnan 

FA~ CASSO: Do you tee1 from yaur contact and 

our experience, particularly with the Mexican-American young 

in East Los Angeles, that their :feeling toward and the image 

! the police and the police department, sheriff's department, 

is at an all-time low? 

0 MR. MUBOZ: Yea, I think it is at an all-~low 

uamow~ the youth. In fact, S't:8-temants in a recent press con­

erence by the Los Angeles Chie:t ~ Police, he was very, very 

imJj.dious in trying to divide our people with a so-called 

nwal'DjLng to the parents o:t the Fast Los Angeles youth that 

sw1a1ng-pool Bol.shevik's were tak:1ng advantage of us and warn-

1:ag us to stay away, their children, away .from our demcmatra­

tiona. The children will go anyway. The tactic was trying to 

get the mothers and fathers to stay away, this 1s the real 

0 tb1nJdng, trying to ~ the stereotypes on the parents about 

our youth being the so-called cr1m:lnaJly incJ:lnfil. This is 

a very, very Yicious tactic being used by Mr. Davis. 
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FA1'HER CASSO: ~e reason :tor my questi.on was I bad 
l 

an e::xpt1".tence 1D aet1:ag with one o:t the publ1c relations 
2 

police npnatm.1;at1.ves from Los Angeles. I was tryillg to Al'u:t"rA 

a: 
with him some ~ tile apreasions o~ the youth. Since thia re­·O 4 
port here is going to be 1D writing, I want to get rdlecticma 

ao tbat tb1ngs we say are ~in:l:tely the things which retlect 
6 

you:tb..com1ng eapecially from the young. 
7 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Montgomery. 
8 

MR. MOlflGOMBRY: You mentJ.oned earlier 1D your re­
9 

marks about the possil:iU.ty o:t infiltration in your movement 

to pravoke nolence. I wonder if' .it .is your opSnSon tbat i.f 
11 

this tb1ng does occur 1f0t&ldi:t.he im;petus be 1'rom police action 
12 

or :troa. some argan17..fld group or other political ·body to take 
13 

advantage o:t your a1tuat.ion? 
14 

MR. MDHOZ: I believe .it would be corning from people 

who :tall into the moral corruption o:t ~man or an attitude 
16 

expressed by the Chief of Pdllce1 Ed.ward Davis, in Los Ange1es 
17 

I det'initely ~ear tbat there will be DmJ' police within the 
18 

crowd. and I don't kDaw what their roll 1s really going to be. 
19 

.I fll1nk tbat 1n polit.ica.1 terms, as I said, in terms o:t having 

the pollce oa 'the rm:,., it ia to their advantage to m.ve vio­
21 

lence. 
220 I was talking to Mr. Chavez about the power o:t the 
23 

CfflPWU about two weeks. He said that some day the ranchers 
24 

•Y tmderatand. how to deal. vitb. nonviolence, the police ma.y 
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0 

never. Be said all. they know how to deal. with is violence 

so politically it woul.d be to their advantage :ror there to 

be violence. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mrs. Iw.cbman.·O 
MRS. XUCBMANs A number o:r speakers, and most 

eloquently you, have indicated tbat Mexican-Americans not 

only do not wish to become pollcemffnt, but perhaps they 

shouldn't for any number of reasons. The v.isibillty or the 

increase o:r policemen a1so makes further acts o:t v.iolence 

happen. Am I reading you correctly, therefore. tbat one of 

the major efforts ought to be simply to get the police out 

of' the area. to withdraw them, to let you people go on about 

your business of living in your way without police officers? 

MR. MONOZ: We are not against police officers, we 

are against excessive use of :tear and abrasive actions by the 

police. One of them indeed is overpollcing o:r our areas. as 

Mr. Mora1es indicated in his testimony. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. KiDg. 

MR. KING: In your initial statement, you stated the 

reason why you have developed speech-plus activity, I believe 

you called it, is because there is no effective political 

activity available to you. That is why we have been here the 

0. last two days. I wonder if you woul.d care to comment upon 

how political activity could be made available to you or 1.f 

it can at all, I mean, is it beyond the point where this is 
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possi.b1e or is there some way this can be bz:-oug:b.t about? 

MR. MUROZI As I see 1t, the 31st provides all o;t 
2 

us w:lth the opport&mJ:ty ~ beg1nn;ing to establish trust. We• 
l 

3 

-0 are here• w have been here for hundred.a ~ years and we are. 
4 

going to can:tmue to be here. Apparently :,au are going to be 

here too. Son have to establish some kind o£ trwst. I 
6 

don't know really how to answer your question. One a£ the 
7 

tb1ng,s be.tore we can ef'.tectiveJ.y deal., I think, with any other 
8 

issues, we have to conquer this .fear that 1s be1:Qg instill.ed 
9 

by police agencies so that we can see clearl.y what our in­

terests are politically, socially and eccmomically. If you 
11 

are 11ving in a police state, then you want to get rid o.f' the 
12 

police state and the conditions that lead to it. 
13 

Mr. Chavez gave an exampl.e o.f' where the ranchers 
14 

have gone to .tor advice. We have to break dawn the peon syrp 

drome so that the Coposinos can see the value ~ picketing 1n 
16 

far-off cities, o.t going after corporations w:ltb interJ.ock:tng 
17 

directors that own lands tba.t the :f'ar.m.ers J.aase and. that the 
18 

Coposino works in order to get justice .tor the Coposino. We 
19 

need ,:im:IJarJ.y to break down the gestapo syndrome so that we 

can deal ef'fectively with our pol1tica1• economic and social. 
21 

prob1e:ms. 

0 
22 

MR. KING: Hml? 

• 
23 

MR. MUNOZ: First by being at peace with ourse1ves, 
24 

by be;lng willing to trust, by no longer .tearing the injustices, 

https://instill.ed
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no longer :tearing that the police may come down and brutalize 
l 

our people cm J; 31st. We have to conquer that ~ear 
2 

within ourselves and of:ter others the oppori;uDity to also 

CODquer the :tear~ the injustices tbey have placed cm us.
0 4 

MR. KIRK: You are taJJr1ng about al.moat a spiritual 

state which is ditticult to achieve• isn't it, you know, in 
6 

tbe active participation? 
7 

MR. MUNOZ: i'he other day I asked the Sheri.tt o:t 
8 

the County o:t Los AJ3ales well• I told him it woul.d be a good 
9 

idea if he vent on a :tast al.so. Later on he said tbat he bad 

given orders to avoid ccmfrontaticm. I am v:f]J Ing to begin 

ll 
trustiDg a little bit on that. 1'he Chie:t o:t Police. though, 

12 
I am afraid we haven't. I have never spoken with him. His 

130 attitude seems rather hostile. We are w1JJ1ng to talk. All 

14 
we want to do is show there is police brutality. Some~ tbe 

a:tt'idavits I am going to be leaving here are about brutality 
16 

that has happened to our people. It is outlined very clearly. 
17 

In our pilgrimages to the open hearing on the 31st, 

19 
nor should other people close their eyes to the reality. It 

is ve-ry hard at times to convince people there is police ~ 
21 

tallty. We have to do that in order to begin break1Dg down 
220 the :tear and in order to begin achieving the policies 8J:ld. 

23 cbanps sim1lar to those outlined by Mr. Moral.es in bi.a study. 

24 MR. KING: Thank you. 

https://Moral.es
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• 
CHAIBMAH SILLAS: Mr. Munoz, o:ae o~ the t:b:tngs which 

l 
the prime concem. o'.t tbis Committee is the lack of po-

2 
ti.cal representation by Maxi.can-Americans. 

s 
MR. MUNOZ: May I speak to that?0 4 
CHAIRMAH SILLAS:. Let me ask rq quest.ion. You have 

1iwa..-,ad about tbe po]J.ce-cPmnnmi+;y or laok o~ polioe-coJ1111m1 ty 
6 

lations. Could you indicate how that .is tied int i'.t at all, 
7 

lack o'.t politica.1 representation of Mexican-.A:mer.icans? 
8 

MR. MONOZ: Yes. There were two intelligence activi-
9 

es sponsored or helped by the Los Angel.es Police Intelli-

DJ.visions. One was in a report called "The Toms 11 by 
11 

Toms to a Congressional hearing subcommittee to investigate 
12 

adminjstra.tion o:f the Internal Security Act am. other in-
13 

11-a·.--i:ii, security laws. I thjnk the Chairman or whatever of tbat 
14 

iCuiiiiiiU.ttee was the man who was Cha.inlan at the time Joe Mc-

r ...,.....""..... was on the Committee. Al.so, there is a report given 
16 

two members of the Los Angeles City Council to the City 
17 

ell Chamber or to the City Chamber of C roe when they 
18 
~- about to 1eave for 'Washington to do some 1obbyillg activi-

1.9 
ies and to speak with the President. That was outrightly 

and had misinformation about our peop1e in the move­
21 

It tallts about us as da:ngerous subvensi.ves. It has all 
22

0 ~......_. of misinformation in it that was given to these council-

• • It was used by them, one of them was Mr. Lindsey, I be­
24 

ne. who tried to use it to his advantage to keep Mexicans 

https://Angel.es
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.from being e1ected in his area. Excuse me, DDt Mr. JJndsey. 
l 

Sometimes I get so uptight I-
2 

CHAIRMAB SILLAS (interrupting)& Are you re:ferring 
3 

to Mr. ap,der?
0 4 

MR. MDHOZ1 Yes, that's it• Mr. Snyder. He is my 
5 

city counc!Jmen. 
6 

I have alao here to gj.ve you to 1ook over the 61ty 
7 

Council hearings where Mr. I,:lndsey and Mr. M1JJs, Black repre­
8 

sentatives on the City COl.msel, nem1ngl.y and adequately calmed 
9 

reports by the Los Angeles City Police Department in this 
10 

w.a..i..,;.lf![. Mr. Snyder was giving out. I voul.d like to show you the 
ll 

,....,.........erence 1n terms.o.•.'I also have another thing I would like 
12 

o show you on a commrmity meeting where Mr. Snyder was con­
l30 lE'l"lon1;ed. with Chicano cit'lzens from East Los Angeles and ques­
14 

ioned about it, the difference between 'Why we don't have any­
15 

y in the City Catmcil, the types of questions relating to 
16 

slander of Mexican-Ameri.Qans due to misinvestiga:tions by 

Los .Ange1es Police Department, the difference between what 
I of questions were asked and the tone because one place we 

. 
d Chicanos there• but no press, BJld at the ~there-was 

ss but no Chicanos on the City Council. 

I was going to go a little bit more into detail in 

0 testimony about how directly that is involved, but I always 

-....-,-,-.-:. to look to the future right now. 
24 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Tbm::Jk you, Mr. Munoz, :for your 
25 

https://w.a..i..,;.lf
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teatinlany am appearance here today. (App1auae.) 
1 

Die na:t schedul.ed wJ.taess is ~. J'1111en Ha'ft from 
2 

Loa .Aztpl.es. 

Far the record, Doctor. will you state your name
0 4 

and occupation. please. 

DOC'l'QR HA.VA: T.baDk you. 
6 

Ms name 1a Dr. Jnl :!an Nava. I am a member of the 
7 

Los .Angel.es Board o:.t Education. I don't have prepared testi-
s 

mony, ju.st notes. I do have some material I oan 1eave with 
9 

YOL'I., some su;ppl.eman:tary materia1 which I can 1eave w.1.th you 

after my testimDJly. • 

11 
When viewed nationally. I tb1nk there is DO doubt 

12 
that public education has been used as one o~ the ma;lor tools 

13 
for perpetuating tbe J.over class status o:.t MmdCNII-.Americans 

14 
throughout the comrt:ry. Local. control over scbocl bouda has 

of:tered some apparent opporttmity to meet these needs, but 
16 

Mexican-Americans alJ. over the Southwest, where most of them 
l'T 

have lived 1.mtil recent times, have found tbat :.Lt 1s extreme-
18 

1y di:tficul.t to make use of this form of loca1 control of 
19 

publ..ic educa:t.ion by virtue of the election laws established 

by ccnm.lies and states that make it clif'ficul.t for Mex1can-
21 

.Amertcans to vote at all. When they were abl.e to quality to 
22 

vote. they weakened. their numbers by various means such as0 

• 
23 gerrymandering. I believe the most common teebn1qtteE.~ that 

24 robbed even large ba:rrios ~ the potential. far electing school 

https://Aztpl.es
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board members was gerrymandering. Another 1s that many school. 
l 

boards ill the Um.tad States are appoint1ve school boards 
2 

ther tJ:zan el.ected school boards. 
3 

The appointed school boards tbat I have become ac-
4 

IN"""~:tecl with have always reflected the two or three ~or 
5 

sted. interests in that MJDIDlmi'ty, commerce, banking. oertain 
6 

orms ~ industry or the agribusiness. A particular we.yin 
7 

hich public education is being used as a tool £or perpetuat-
8 

the vicious circle in question has been tbe cultural con-
9 

llct waged by the Anglos ~inst Mex1C8ll-!American chiJ.dren 
10 

1th respect to their language, their values, their culture 
11 

, in short, the inquisition of notions at cultural superi-
12 

rity on the part of the Angl.o over the Mexican-American 

0 13 
11v,1.1..~ at a time when the child 1n elementary school. is idrtually 

14 
totally defenseless and incapable ot understanding, coping 

15 
1th or reacting constructively against the insinuations or 

16 
practices used by teachers and school districts. 

17 
Segregation 1s only one o:r the more blatant methods 

18 
•~;..... by J.ocal school boards, elected or appointed. Very often 

t 1s practiced either g,:lmJinely in a misguided manner or 

tantly openly as a way to perpetuate racial isolation. 
2l 

guments are o1'ten advanced still the Mexican-American 

,,............,.~ en will learn better if they are amongst their awn as0 
inst studying am playing among others. In short_, by such 

chniques school boards throughout the Southwest have es-
25 
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tabllshed sharply diUerent standards and goal.s :tor Mexican-
l 

American chilc:lran as agajnst others. thus denp.Dg them equal. 
2 

opportunity and destroying the spirit oJ! the Mexican-~ 
5 

chiJ4 at the el.emen:tary school. l.evel so that be!'ore l.ong,0 4 
c~ by jm,1or high school., by puberty.1n. eff'ect moat 

5 
Mexican-American boys and gir1s have become viJ11ng accomplices 

6 -
in the .f'ul.tllling ~ the prophecy o:t1'ered by Jmg].o-Amerioan 

7 
school~ and teachers that their ability 1a :lower and, ther 

8 
.tore, it is to everyone's advantage to prepare them .tor wrious 

9 
rolls in ll:te commensurate with their alleged native ability. 

10 
Thus, to recapitulate and give some additianal. ex­

11 
les of typica1 methods tbat I am aware~ that school. boards 

12 
ve used to do these thing~ to Mexican-Amer1can children, I 

13 
ou1d cite segregation with unequa.1 facilities, staff and pro-

14 
1i-cn,11111, so-ca1l.ed Mexican school.a still dot the entire South-

15 
st and indeed other points of the country where these peopl.e 

16 

1'7 
Secondly, di~osition to or disinterest in hiring 

18 
l~dcan-American sta:.ef, the imposition of super quaJ i f'ications 

or Mexican-American staff is a more subtle .torm of discr:im:lna-

on. The use of other employees, non-Span:1.ab speekillg em­
21 

l.oyees, in situations where only a native Spanish speaking 

0 1nf:n"'Ron could possibly do effective wark. 

The virtual absence 1mtil recent years o:t any efforts 

train or devel.op a Mexican-American professioml. staff and a 
25 
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virtual. ignoring o£ the F.E.P.c. statutes nth respect to 

Mexican-Amlricens. 

Thirdl.y. the designation of tract systems which 

c1ear1y dist1Dguiah academic goals. ataDd.ard8 :!or books,·.o 
quaJ1ficat1on ~ teachers used and tbe use o~ ~ty criteria 

~or enm1n:tng ar measurillg the ability as well as the PO'tel:lt1~ 

of Mexican-American peoples, faulty criteria tbat re1y exces-

sive1y on cu1turally biased aasumptians such as, :!or example, 

the use o£ u:ama that :!ail to measure the potential. o:! the 

Mexican-American peoples a:ad intelligance e:xams, I.Q. exams, 

that are cu1turally biased to the point where a young six or 

seven year old Mex! rican child wi.th little ability 

when he comes .from a native Spanish-speek1ng home wm ob-

viousl.y appear to be mentally retarded just like the son or 

daughter o:! a native Engl 1sh-speaking child may appear to be 

a Mongol.ian 1.diot, so to speaJt. 1:t he were ~orced to take an 

IQ exam1naticm in Mongolia. 

Once these are regj.stered in the atudents·• fi:le.&: they 

follows the student tbrougb.out his schooling, he is stereotype 

thereafter. 

1'he suppression o:t :=q,an:f sh in school. at.tairs• rela-

tians with the cOJDDm:lty and in c1ass, has al.so been used to 

dellberatel.y deprive the child~ a positive self-image, 

cllences for success and, in short, the den1al ~ lear.rdng. 

Cml.y very recently, parenthetically, have the more enJ;igbtened; 

0 
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educater.s begun to recognize knowledge leai,:ied in any one 
1 

language is iwediai;ely 1:l'ansferable to any other language 
2 
~ l.eaz-D.ed. 

3 
.Anotbc- importan't way in wh2cb 8Cbool boards have 

4 
done v.tol.ence 'to the educational means ~ Mexie&D-American 

5 
cb.Udren has been the deliberate m:1 suse o.f local school funds, 

6 
state and federal. funds, dir-ected o:r gathered to hel.p meet the 

7· 
eds of m1nority or Mexican-American schoo1 children. One 

8 
the moat common tachnf,qu.es-in .fact, I wouJ.d guess it is 

9 
~-t:PttMM.-:1.y common on the ba.si.s o.f spot checks I have made-is 

10 
take .federal. :amd..s alloted to target areas schools as de-

11 
by wrious indexes o.f education achievement, allot 

• 
12 

se to target area schools, then reman from those schools 
13 

t otherwise equal. portion o".f local. support in keeping with 
14 

amount olt ".federal~ brought into tbat school 1n order 
15 

"eql!U.ze0 the use of .funds throughout tbe district. Los 

~tales City Schools 4-1 has been guilty o.f this in the past, 

though, to my knowledge, it bas not. since I have been on 

e board, this is no longer true. When cme. however, multi-
19 1 

i lies this type of practice by the more than. J.,000 school dis-
20 

icts in Call.f.'ornia and the many more thousands throughout 

Southwest, one can .fairly guess that ma.ny- billions of do1-

0 s i:r.t. recent years alone since the estabJJsbment o.t .federal 

1.m:1mcrt .for loca1 education, thanks to Sputnik, have been de­

berate1y m1.sused. and, indeed, illegally used, by local 
26 
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school boards. 
l 

In a good m:m,.ber of the·se, there baa been a flat 
2 

llreit'Wm.J. to make use o~ state and :tederal ~ gathered to hel.p 
3 

to meet the needs of the American-Mexican acb.ool. children be-0 4 
cause either l.ocal. mtch:tng .tunds were required, in kind sup-

1mn1"1:., or where it was simply an ou.tright grant .from the :tederaJ. 
' 6 

and local. school boards simply opposed in principle 
7 

use of :tederal .funds :tor education. This, in e.f'fect, it 
8 

ems to me, is denying equa1 protection to Mex:1 can,-i,\merican 
9 

1""""'1,,1~..,--.,;i'"' whose parents paid their share o:t all taxes collected, 

, it might be argued, even a disproportionate share of 
ll 

lltalce.s, in an age when millionaires,. tbe:aks to tax loophol.es, 
12 

avoid paying virtually all taxes. 

0 13 
I von't recite tbe•..litany ~ l.ow educati.on aeh.i.,,._ 

14 
:t among Mexican-American chil.dren., lower, indeed, than any 

11'\T..l'\a'I"" minority group 1n the Um.ted States. I tb:fnk you llave 
16 

ard this before. However, your attention should be drawn to 
17 

fact tbat lower class .economic and political sta:tws, in 
/ 18 

view, is established primarily by low ed.ucaticmal. achi.eve­

:t and the conditions for lower class status in virtually 

respecta 1n later life are really set be.fore the cb:lldren 
21 

eave elementary school. The control of virtually all school 

0 inoJ!ll"'tlLA 1n the Southwest by "Anglo-oriented :individuals", most 

f which are rural or small town in background, offers little 

ope today, as 1n the past, that lDlless corrective lega1 ac-

https://educati.on
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1;1.an :1s taken azrr substantial. progress might be made to slow 

dow.a.. stop or reverse the vicioua circle which is .now, 1n 
2• 
l 

ettect~ »-,'ODd that• a1though a stea4'1ly- decrea.sirlg mmber or 
3 

0 percentage ~ ~\mericans or of a m1gnmt labor work 
4 

force type. thare are, after all, probably ae'VltNl. m:fJJ:lon 

Mex:I can-iAmericans who depend 'QPOll migrant labor workt .,.'. for 
6 

their livelihood. I am speaking of parents and children and 
"T 

not just wage earners. This is again another area where the 
8 

need has not been met down to the pre~ t:lme. 
9 

National bodies such as yours have v1rtually ignored 

the Maz:ican-American lm.ti1 very recent times. In contrast, as 
11 

a measure o.t this lack o£ concem. in contrast to Black Ameri­
12 

cana for whom there are approximate1y 120 coll.eges. um.versiti s 
13 

and professional schools, al.though establ :I shed 1n the main for 
14 

segregation purposes, there is not a s:lngl• one .tor Max:ican­

Ameri.cans. 1'here 1s. in short, no Boward University, no 
16 

Tuskeegee. lio Brandies. 
l7 

Philanthropy has also follwed. suit with .tar leas 
18 

concern for MexicaD-!Ameri.cans than for other m:lnorities. In. 
19 

abort, tbe hearing in which we are tak1ng part today• as you 

know• is rather ezceptumal.. Nonetheless, ed:aoation appears 
21 

to be more clearly in the mind of a Mexican-American an area 
220 ~ prime concern. So, mu.ch to my surprise, at the first meet­

• 
23 

tag ever called nationally of Mexican-American ISChool boa.rd 
24 

members 1n JUDe 1969, we lear.aad amongst ourselves tbat there 
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1'11E1Y be as many as :;oo Mexican-Americans serving on school 
l 

boards in the United states, at least on the basis of Spanish 
2, 

surnames. ·That mmbet" may be larger by virtue~ the .fact 

.Anglos don't reeoa,iM the vast majority o:Z Spanish surnames,0 4 
which l.ee.ds one··:also to say we are probably undercounted 

cantinuousJ.y. In C&J1f"rnia a1one there are slishtly more 
6 

than 100 Mexican-American or Spanish surname on school boards, 
7 

school. board members who have now begtm to meet and to co­
s 

operate and work for the .first time after that meeting in 
9 

October 1969. 

We have concl.uded there is little prospect where 
ll 

school boards are appointed that local powers to be are not 
12 

terested. or willing to appoint Mexican-Americans. We have 
13 

lso concluded that the election ot Mexican-Americans to 
14 

hool board membership is frequently the resul.t ot peculiar 

oca1 circumstances and that most of the Mexican-American 
16 

chool board members are elected by collitions and when 
17 

lected have a number of strings attached to it or restraints 
18 

1aced upon them tor .fear that if they speak up too clearly 
19 

withdrawn. It isn't really a rosy picture, as I see it, 
21 

or the future, although there are a llttJ.e more than 100 
22

·O ..-~......can-American school board members 1n Cali.fornia.. It may 
23 

but it is infinitesimally small iii relation 
24 

the proportion of Z,,1exican-American school children com-
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• 
:ising the school-age popuJ.a:tion in our state. 

1 

~ conclude, education is the ~inal. llope ~or echlca­
2 

social and. economic opportunity 811d because of the 
3 

0 ,~a...,...-v ~ :tederal., state and loca1 bodies, and, indeed, much 
4 -

:t the leaderahip in Mexican-American comnnrn1:t1es, ~e previous 

!!!!t~~-er exemplified young Mexican-Americans who are on the 
6 

llma'J~. The walkouts that occurred in Los Angel.es schoo1s in 
7 

t!Ma;t"Ch 1968 have been echoed throughout the Southwest. Young
8 

eople, thanks to better comunmications, are better organized
9 

and more sophisticated. Mexican-American educational needs 

are still basically unmet despite the considerab1e and nu­
ll 

merical progress that can be pointed to in proportion to the 
12 

population and con.siderillg the fact that ca:J:ttornia for one is 
13 

increasing at twice the rate of the rest o:t the population,
14 

we are aetualJy, therefore, loosing ground. 

Thank you very much. (Applause.)
16 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Dr. Nava. 
17 

Mr. King.
18 

MR. KING: We have been focusing the last coupl.e of 
19 

days on a number O~"\Brious concerns. You have very apt1y and 

e1oquently described the probl.ems invol.ved in education. We 
21 

have talked about fair emp1oyment practices, police-comrmmity

·0 22 

relations and other areas. There seems to be a :rocus here upo 

• 
23 

politics, political representation, political activity, as a 
24 

means of bringing about some degree of change in these various 

https://Angel.es
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areas. As an elected school board member in Los .A!Jgelea, do 
1 

you :teel that it is practicable that we ahou1d give hope that 
2 

there will be cbanps brought about through tbe polit1cal sys-
3 

ta aa a reaul.t ~ the e1ection o:t Mexi.eaJ1-Amer1ns or the·O 4 
polltica1 act1Yity o:t Maxi.can .Americans vitb.la our society? 

~ KAVA: Oh• yes. ~ begin w1tb.. no one is 
6 

competent to say there is no hope. .I happen to tb:tnk on a 
7 

pract1cal basis tbat there 1s hope• a1though I •Y have sound-
8 

ed pess1m1 •tic when I said ve are 1osil:lg ground. in proportion 
9 

to our need and in proportion to our mmber. I ttJ:tnk groups 

like the f"-awn1ssion can do a number ~ tb:Jngs that will 
11 

create more equal. opportunity, which is really all that I 
12 

tb1Dk o:t tbe speakers who have come be:tore you want. We are 
130 not here :tor a bandout, we are not here for a special :tawr. 
14 

I tib1nk: tbe prospects for i:mproviDg the conditic:ms ~ the 

electorial process would be assisted. U you ccmtiDue your in-
16 

vestigatians. This should not be the end of what you do. You 
17 

have been mak1ng a general. study 0£ a very large probl.em. If 
l8 

you then pub.1 :I sb your :tinri1ngs as wi.de1y as posaib1e, if you 
19 

expose the misuse o:t laws, the misuse ~ :tunda1 denial ~ 

equal opportunity,. il you make suggestions for 1egislation at 
21 

the mticma1 and loca1 level, i:.t, in short• we create a grea 

0 22 
avarenua o:t were the stumb-l 1ng blocks have been built which 

23 we find so ditticul.t to overcome, you don't ha.Ye the authority 
24 to aomethiDg D.Or do :t by mysel.f, I mwrt get three o 
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on tb.e board of seven, you see. No matter how right I 
1 

2 
1t liatil I can. We can, however, all of us can expose and 

inform the public as to what we can do to cbanp the electorial 
4 

process. ~ is u1tima.te1y the hope that lies bef"ore us and 

the only hope. 
6 

MR. KING: I am wondering 1£, based upon numbers and 
7 

based on educational disadvantage, based on racial attitudes, 
8 

if it isn't goiDg to require an attitudti:naJ. change on the part 
9 

of the Anglo community be£ore you are going to get that kind 

~ equal opporbmity? 
11 

DOCTOR rlAVA: Yes, I think so, because I think our 
12 

roblems real.ly, in a sense, are not really our•s, our problems 
13 

their's. In othar words, the stereotype of Mexican-
1.4 

ricans on radio and television bas been imposed upon us. 

qe did not choose to be pictured that way. You are right. I 
16 

hiDk the Commission bas contributed m."tghtily on a comparative 
17 

sis w.1th other organs in government to change this image 
18 

and steraotype. This will take place only, however, if" all 
19 

of us concerned bring this about. I think there are also some 

na.t-~ forces at play that will help you and help us, so to 
, 

0 

21 

speak. I think this is the sbr1nldng importance o:f the United 
22 ! 

States in the wor1d, our greater dependence upon other na.-

• 
23 

tionst and, in short• the loss of effectiveness of our eco-
24 

nomic and political and milltary power within the wor1d. The 
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best evidence 0£ this is by our having been forced to fight 
l 

to a stal.emate in Korea and now being .forced to slip out~ 
2 

Vietnam as well as we can. I th1nk more am more peopl.e in a 
3 

general ADglo COJIIR'm1:ty, which includes Blacks, Jfltls, Oriell . ,0 4 
in our mind, in and out gr-oups, more and mere people are reco 

11U-1--~!f; what Mex1.can-Amerimms have been saying all along• both 
6 

11tely and impolitely, was really true, that the cultural 
7 

:varsity we represent is. ..r,eall.y a strength and really an 
8 

set tbat we shoul.d. draw upon. The in attitude, how-
9 

ver, as a resul.t ~ changing conditions in the world wm not 

ome about .fast enough and we bave to take .issue and accelerate 
11 

12 
CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Mrs. Kucbrnan. 

130 MRS. KUCHMAN: I just want to make one comment. The 
14 

st1mony we have received has painted a very b1eak and pessi.-

This has been essentially in the political 
16 

""'"""'...,.icipa.tion l.evel and you have touched more greatly upon the 
17 

leQ11ca:tional scene. I think we should take what optomistic 
18 

otes there are and is it not your opinion that with the elec-
19 

ion o.t a new superintendent of instructiol\ who for many years 

s responsibl.e :!or aver:, adequate compensatory education di­
21 

on in the State Department of Education, there at l.east lie 
22

0 re hope~ receptivity of understand1ng or possibl.y the m.u-­
23 

ing to a more correct position or rol.e or point o:t view of 
24 

Mexican-American child that there might have been, that at 
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least now there .is some hope :tor the 1ong run. not for tOllJOr.l~, 

but ~or the l.aDg run, because we can be more ~ about the 
2 

education picture?• 
l 

3 
I>OCmR HA.VA: I tb1Dk you are correcr---. I tb1nk the0 4 

el.ection o:r Dr. Riles 1s very, very encoura.g1:ng b'om ever:, 

standpoint. I tti1nk it 1s al.so true, as dark as the p.icture 
6 

y appear to be, that there 1a increa.sing awareness on the 
7 

........~ of educators nationa.J)y that Mexican-JunerJ.cens have cer­
8 

edJJCaticmal need.a. For the very :first time this last y 
9 

Nat.ional Educat:tonal Association, at the urging of myself 

some other Mexican-.Americans who are· members, had its firs 
11 

ss1on or panel on the Mexican-American in 1970. So a :rnmrher 
12 

f good t.b1:nga are happening. We :find tbat as of as late as 
13

•• years ago there wasn't a s1ngl.e depart.mat of 
14 

MJMtri.can or C2licano studies in Cal 1f1Jl"J11a.. Nov there are a 

:ttl.e over 30, depend1Dg on how you c0tm.t, departments of 
16 

cano studies. That is more than there is 1n the rest o:f the 
17 

~m:try combined. One can hope that in four or six years, many 
18 

ltna'rlY hundreds, and indeed, thousands, of Me,cjo&n-lAmerican Y--·-­
19 

.,,.....1..1. be graduating better trained pro:fessJonelly to meet the 

IIS'tBD:IU'GJS they are ~oreed. to meet. Though there are a number 
21 

encourag1ng eJ.ements. I simply want to say good thingR 

0 
22 

•t happen by themse1ves. 
23 

• 
MR. MON'l'GOMERY: Dr. ?lava, I have two questions. Do 

24 
:teel that the decentral.ization ~ school board control, 
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breaking it dam into the local community and givi:ng it, say,
1 

2 
to the barrios, will help eJ1m1na'te some~ the inadequacies

I 

1D edlication you. pointed out? Secc:mdl.y, what, 1.t anytbiDg,
3 

0 baa been done 1D. your couwm1 ty about bilingual. 1nstraction 
4 

in the early e1ementary grades?
5 

D0C'?CE NA.VA: Let me take the first questi.on. ~ 
6 

Loa .Angel.es school dJ.atrict is currently engaged in the 
7 

historically large 8Dd deep study of decentralimtion in the 
8 

school diatrict. I voul.d peas, on good authority• because 
9 

I am right in the middle of development o:t it as board presi-
10 

dent tbi.s year, we will decentralize. Decentzaalization, how-
11 

ever, will not be a1ong the lines of the Hermann Greene 
12 

Bill SB-242, which was really partJ.tion 1n ettect, but will
0 13 

combine the advantages o:t bigness with the ad'vantages of some 
14 

degree of 1oca1 control. I believe if' you aimpl.y divided 
J.5 

achool clistri.cts throughout the Southwest and gave them their 
16 

own school district, it would ai.1:a.Q' mean you wouldn't have a 
l'T 

tu: base. You would also find it very dif.ficul.t to get a trr:lill~ 
I ' 18 

staff to eonduct education. I have :found in my view the best 
19 

comb1nat1on is to view decentralization as a means by which 
20 

you preserve tbe advantages of a large tax base, state 8%ld. 
21 

federal support o:t genera1 policies, then as mny decisions 
220 placed in the hands o:f principals, students rmd I want to 
23 

underscore students, they have more sense than adu1ts do in 
24 

many respects theae days-teachers and parents. 
25 

https://questi.on
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In the second case, Los Angel.es for one, and, o:£ 

l 
courae1 IICll8 others 1n the Southwest, have coae around to 

2 
trying 1nnovat1ve programs with respect to b1liDgual. education. 

3 
Almost all ot them are extremely encoure.g1ng. Some of them are0 4 
just so WDder1:ul that you have to aee them to believe them. 

I have been 1n several in San Diego. for exam.p1e, South San 
6 

Diego, where Angl.o-l•lexicans, as they are called th.ere., and 
7 

BJ.a.ck kids 1n el.ementary grade courses are jabbering away in 
8 

Spamsb. and ~ish interchangeab1y simply because the two 
9 

1J-1.CL~~igps \l."We used at the outset without tell1ng tbe children 

:twas oomplicated, difficult or un-American.. The Spanish 
11 

eak1Dg children speak English with less ot an accent and 
12 

er non-...CJpardsh. children speak Spanish without an accent. 
(_ l3 

f.bat is happerdng 1n Bern, Zurich., .Ansterda.mi throughout the 
l4 

~ vheN cbildren have learned two or three hmguages 

tbis is beginning to happen in some of the 
16 

17 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: I:IJr. Glick. 

18 
MR. GLICK: I just have one question, Dr. Nava. We 

19 
ve heazrd 'testimony here yesterday and today about different 

Aneims ~ political activities. In tbat context I would like 
21 

ask in~ opinion if the student protest among high 
22

0 chool students a couple o~ yea:rs ago in Ea.st Los Angeles had 
23 

permanent e.f.fect or gained any permanent benef':it in terms 
24 

f the educational process for them? 
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DOCTOR NAVA: I am caught in the midclle as a scboo1 

board member and a member ~ th-e c01DPDrn1ty. I tbfnk the wan 

outs d1d more in 1968 than I bad been able to do in a given 

school district. I think unfortunately that school boards ~ve 

been shocked into the realization that they D1L1St do tb1ng~ 

d.liferently today more by walkouts and threats of walkouts 

than they have by persuasi.on or data. I tb1nk, however, the 

tide has been stemmed, so to speak, or turned. More and more 

school boards are beginn1ng to recognize Mexi~ican ed­

tional. needs, admit them, and, I tb1uk, tllls9 therefore, is 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father casso. 

FATHER CASSO: I have no questions.-o 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Gabourie. 

MR. GABOURIE: I have no qul'stions. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Dr. Nava, for appearing 

fore the Committee. Did you say you bad some notes? 

• DOCTOR NAVA: I have some I wil1 leave for your in-

CHA~ SILI.Ji.S: Thank you very much. 

We are running a little late. The next witness will 

Councilman Thomas Brad1ey from Los Angeles. 

For the record, will you state your name and occupa­

p1ease. 

COtmCIUtAN BRADLEY: I am Thomas Bradley, City Coun-

https://persuasi.on
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cilman, City of Los Angeles. 
1 

CBlIRIIAB SILLA.Ss Do you have a .stat.ent for us? 
2 

CDTJRCILM"ll BRADIB!'s Mr. Cbairmlln and Members ~ 
3 

0 the CODllittee• I am pleased to be able to speak to yoa. I 
4 

appreciate the .fact that you are running beb1:nd and in. the 

interest of time I am gomg to paraphrase partially ,mat I 
6 

have 1n my prepared remarks. I will bave them available for .. ·1: 

7 
you. I am going to deal. principally with 'the quest.ion of 

8 
polit1.cal representation. Because I am a loca1l.y elected 

9 
otticial• I want to deal. with the local. situation.. 

I don't th2nk I need to recite for you the statis­
ll. 

tics for you. You have heard them before in your hearing and 
12 

I am sure you will hear them again,. the percentage ~ Mexican­
us 

Americans ·in the state and 1ocally 1n contrast :to the smalJ 
14 

percentage of representation in our legislative bodies. 1'hat 

is true tbrougbou.t the state at every 1eve1. We can even ex­
l6 

tend. this to the matter of appoilltive positions in the state 
l.'T 

and local government. 
18 

I would like to turn to the qttestion o-.r what 1s the 
19 

prob1em. at the J.ocaJ. 1eve1. I woul.d like to use my own city• 

Los ADge1es• as an. exa:mp1e. In our county there is a board 
21 

of supervisors of five members representing a population of 
220 over seven million people with perhaps the largest collection 

• 
23 

of Mexican-Americans anywhere outside of Me:a:ioo itself. Not 
24 

one member of' the Mexican-American COIDl!llmity is represented.. 

https://SILLA.Ss
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The City Cmmcil o:r 13 members has no Mexican-Ameri­

cans on it or members o~ the Mexican-American- commun1ty. We 

can argue about the :rigures-and I am not interested in doing 

tbat at th18 tim-but there is a substant1a1 number of Maxi·O 
Americans in Los .Angeles. ·They are the second largest rn1Dnri 

group in tbe city and they are without representation. ~s 

does not come about by accident. OVer the years we have seen 

eliberate ef.torts through gerrymandering which precluded mi­

rities from being elected. I know it from a f~tbano point 

view because I saw it happen1ng with the Black community for 

ears. When that community would grow to a point where it was 

eat to the City Ccnmcil, they woul.d sudden1y redraw the 

es and .instead of runn1ng them north and south, they would 

0 the east and west, anything that would cut up that ever-

e with respect to Y.t8Xican-Americans. 

We once bad a member of the City Council, Ed Royal, 

is now a member of Congress, and since his departure to 
/ 

Congress, we have not had a Mexican-American serving on 

t 15-member council. Again, it is a question o.t how the l1n s 

I think we have to be realistic alld say there 1s 

micumbency factor and when there are 15 dnCUmbents• nobody 

ts to have his district cut in such a way as to make it more0 
:ficult for him to be reelected. So we have to deal with 

t as a pollt1.ca1 reality. 
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mt\l:ifink there are ways in which we can even solve 
1 

that 1dnd ~ problem. We would my in. Loa .Angel.es ve could 
2 

aillply a:pand tbe City Co1moil by two seats and have 17 in-
3 

stead ~ 15. In line with not on:Ly tbat need. '.bllt 1n liDe 
4 

with tbe logic o~ 'the whol.e tb!ng., here in a per.1od s:l.nce 1925 

the City Council has not been mcreased, yet the population 
6 

has grow.n .tram about 500,000 to almost three mill.1on. In 
7 

ewa:y respect I 'tb1Dk there was justification for increasing 
8 

the mmber o~ members on the City Co:mlcil. 1Jad that been done 
9 

I fl11nk the cbsmces would have been extremely good someone 

:from the Mex:t can-American eODM1Bm:lty coul.d have been elected. 
11 

That comnmity was not asking ~or a gift, tbeJ' were not asking 
12 

~ar a special. favor, they were not askSng for ·a guarantee they 
13 

be given a district, ~t a .fair opportunity. I tb1nk the 
14 

lines could have been drawn to give us 17 seats and someone 

rrom the Mexica:n-iA.mer.1can cmrmnm1ty could have been givan a 
16 

seat by election. 
J.'T 

There bas to be a change to 1riJlg W.S about and 
18 

there was great resistance to the idea in the f.irat place 
19 

and we :tailed by one vote in getting the necessary support to 

put it on the ballot as part o.f the revia.iaa. ~ our charter. 
21 

Even that .f"alled, but ~or other reasons. We could not get 
22 

eight members will;ng to do tbat. It was cm.e short. Instead 
23 

we .:t1nalJ:.y bad to take a substitute and that vaa to put it I24 
on the ballot as a separate issue and t.i.e it to the ma.in -1 

I 
I 

I 
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charter re:tama. :If the main ballot J.ssue :tailed,. no matter 
l 

how many votes the e:x;pansi,m got. it couldn't win. ~ cards 
2 

were stacked against us from the very bAg1nn1ng. At 1ea.st 
3 

that was our in1tia1 step. It is 11J.Y hope we will have a vote0 4 
on the charter again 1n May, the charter proposal. to revise 

that charter• and hopefully again tbis matter o:t expansion 
6 

of the council will make possible the election of a Mexican­
7 

.American. 
8 

There are any number of reasons why I tb1nk it is 
9 

important. '1'here is the question of having a representative 

who best miderstands and who best can articulate the needs 
11 

of a particular and very large minority group in the city. 
12 

We bad that same need, we had tba.t same pride in the black 
130 c<,rnrmmity and we :final1y achieved our goa1. I tb:IDk now is 
14 

not the time :tor us to stop. I think that principle still 

applies with respect to the second J.argest minority group 
16 

in the city. I think we must continue with that effort. 
17 

Beyond the sheer matter o:t tbat kind o:r 1.Dlderstand­
18 

iD.gab d.U.ficult problems and :-.;the unique(;: prob1ems that 
19 

are affecting tbat particular comrnrro1 ty and I think you can 

not understand them without having had the experience in just 
21 

the every-day kind of things that occur. I have seen this 
22

··O happen with respect to the prob1ems in my own community. I 
23 

know tlmt having saw it there many things were stopped, many 
24 

ideas were offer.ed and adopted just because I sat there or 
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lltl'rJr"&t!t members of the B1ack C(')mmmity sat there on that cotm­
l 

tbe Executive Comm:l ttee as well as the entire COlmCll. 
2 

bey'oDd. tbat I 1;b1nk there 1s a kind ~ sazase ~ pride that 
5 

0 e need to eegender in all ~ our people. a amse o:t pride at 
4 

mg ab1e to point 'to a·member o:t one• s cnumamJ+;y and say, 

"There sits John Jones, represen.tiDg the Black C"-OVPrnrn1ty." or 
6 

ADJ.ere si.ts JuJ1an Nava representing the Mexican American 
7 

~mnam.1:ty. n !lhere is a sense of pride that mu.st come to every 
8 

woun.i!t81.er who sees tbat. '!'here is a sense ~ somebodiness that 
9 

a w.1th that k1Dd ~ experience. 9.'here 1s a motivation that 

tb1nk cannot be engandered arty other way except to ab.ow by 
11 

lelCIIJIIDJ.e this kind o:t success stories. 'l'hat youngster who 
12 

es the eleC'tioJl ~ a member of his race to an important post. 
13 

1t111m. begins to realistically hope it can happen to him. He may 
14 

:It bard.er in schoo1• he may prepare h1maell even better to 

lfJOll• day hope.tully achieve the same positi.on. 
16 

That, I tb:lnk, is why we must fight so hard for this 
17 

~IIM. ~ repreaenta:ti.on. 
18 

I don't tb1nk we need a:rrJ' more studies. I don't tb:lnk 

Med any !urtber fact :tino:tngs. The :tacts are very cl.ear. 

«ttort has been deliberate far too long, tbe exc1us1on is 

111R1'"V' c1ear .from the record. I think what we :must do now is if 

a are going to make the democratic process maen1ngttil., there 

ao many who are now alienated from it• we are simply going 

haft 1:o t'iml opportunities :tor every segment o:t our popuJ.a-

21 

https://repreaenta:ti.on
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tion to be adequate1y represented at every 1eve1 of govern-
1 

ment, el.ectJ.ve and appointive. I tb:lnk what you are doillg in 
2. 

0 
your ·hearing is very important because you are shedding light 

on this Ve?Y prob1em. There are .far too many people in this 
4 

country who do not see thie as a prob1em and who do not tmder­

stand J.t in miy way. Until we get that kind ~ public aware-
6 

ness, we will never be abl.e to take the next step toward find­
7 

ing the solution. I say the time is now J.f we are going to 
8 

bring into the mainstream o:f the democratic process thi.s very 
9 

substantial segment of our population. It is 'trr:f hope your 

ei:forts todaY, and your e:t:rorts hereafter will contribute to 
11 

t kind of involvement. 
12 

Thank you very much. {Applause.)
0 13 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you. Counc Bra.d1ey. 
14 

Mr. Gabourie. 

MR. GABOURIE: Do you have any figures, CotmeiJman 
16 

on the odds an im.cumbent wou1d be reelected as far 
17 

the City o:f Los Allge1es is concerned?-
18 

COtJNC!I.MAM BRADLEY: We hear there is a buil.t-in 
19 

actor o:f anywhere 1"rom 12 to 20 per cent he is automatically 

oirlg to get just 'because he is an :imcumbent. I think beyond 
21 

bat it is awfu1ly hard to know what the value of the incum-

a 22 

23 
MR. GABOURIE: The reason I ask is apparently most 

24 
£ the members o~ the City Council have been so darn mirespo 
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s.ive to the Maxie-an-American cPumnmity in tbe C.ity o~ Los 
l 

IIAD.geJ,;es. Maybe rather than to wait ~or an 1Dcrea.se in the 
2 

11ccranw1.ma·t1c seats it would be advisab1e to move some of tbe 

5 

·O 4 
COUNCILMAH l3RADI.ff: !he~. as I tried to 

6 
A VOICE (interrupting): I bate to interrupt your 

7 
11na,~ here, but I would like to extend an invitation to all 

8 
the members of the Commission to help us by eom1ng out 

9 
picketing. We are just about ready to go out and picket an 

• 1:'dam certaiJl the Legislature understands our position and 
11 

t we demand from tb.J.s board and from the Legislature. (AP-
12 

13 
We are not here for a lollypop and we are not going 

14 
accept a lolln,op. Everything that -was presented to you 

snot a presentation. It is a denmnd from the Chicanos. We 
16 

ould like to have you with us. 
17 

COUNCILHAN BRADLEY: In response to your question, 
18 

think the genera1 public is simply not aware o:t the gravity 
19 

i- the urgency of this problem. You cannot stimul.ate them to 

n::m~ out of of'f'ice a man who represents them because there is 
21 

t a substantial. Mexican-American population in their diatz-ict 
22

Q t is your problem•. 
23 

MR. GABOURIE: Thank you very much. 
24 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Father casso. 

https://l3RADI.ff
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0 

FATHER CASSO: No. I think tbat he has mud enough.
1 

CBAIRMAR SIIJAS: Mr. Glick. 

2 

3 

D CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Montgomeey.
4 

MR. IIJR'.rGOMJmY: We have heard SOiie deep BDd moving 

a:preaioms about the Mexicsn-lmericans dell.riDg to participate
6 

in the politics aDd power structure. I wonder U 
-

iD your com-
7 

nunity tbere is any organized eUort on the part o~ the :Blacks 
8 

'to wist 'thta or are they going 1:he1r sepaziate ways?
9 

COUHCIIMAN BRADIBY: In all candor I WOl1l.d have to 

say tbe:N 1s DO true unity~ ettort. It 1a unfortunate be­
ll 

cause our prob1aa are together and ve should be vark1ng to-
12 

pther to try and aol.ve them. Some -o~ us are wark1ng very 
13 

to 'briJJg a.boat 'tb1s ldDi ~ understanding and k1Dd'bdJd tba't 

14 

~ eoil1:t.1cm. I mast tell you as co-cba1rman ~ the State 

~orm C'--oeniuion ~or the Democre:t1c w will present aParty, 

16 
repm-t tb1s weekend. It is our hope our party will accept the 

17 

esse!'C41 ~ what 'W are suggesting to them. It views th1a 
18 

matter o~ a 1fidar spectrum of peopl.e being invol.ved in our 
19 

ne ■ ocratic Party'. If ve can pa.sa 1.t, it is cur hope tbat we 

will able Party follow suit,be 'to get the RepublJ.can to Bill. •' 
21 

We tb1nk it is tbe way of the :future• to broaclen the base~ 

0- 22 
imol.ft:Jlllm't,~ partici.pati.on, and to thus help to take care of 

23. 
acme ~ these probl.ems. ~ matter o~ representation is 

24 
anothar el---,,+- o:t our report. We are ~ aware, those of 

https://partici.pati.on
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who are working 1n various level.s o~ l.eadership, we are 

t "'_!l 
IIPUSh:lLng as bard as we can to bring these tbi:nga about. 

2 
MR. ICIB'G: I woul.d like to ask COtmo:J lman Bradley 

3 
quesiim. Fram your e:;perience in the BJ.aclt coammity o~-0 4 

s Angeles, are tbere any measures that vere taken in the 

~Y 1960a to achieve or help acbieve some measure o~ politi­
6 

activity and participation that is rel.evant to tbe Chicano 
7 

8 
COUNCIIMAN BRADLEY I I tJijnk ours was a. l.ong history 

9 
t l.ed up to the explosive l.960s. It w.s simpl.y an accumula­

ion of this kind of .frustration that boil.ed over. Just as 
11 

ul:hm Nava suggested in the school walkout. it was final.ly 
12 

lt'l'n!lma:tized. to the point where the school boax".d oou1dnI t ignore 
( 13 

:t any l.o;nger. With all the unpleasant sides to the riots 
14 

Watts in 1965, I think we wou1d have to ccmcl.ude some good 

uw.&.."""'l!,.s did come out o£ it. Incidentally, after tbat explosion, 
16 

public at large could not any longer ignore the problem, 
17 

lrJO]]IJ8tb:ing had to be done. We are not suggesting al1 the solu-
18 

ions were found, but I tb1nk greater strides were made fol­
19 

owing this kind of thing than had been made 20 or 25 years 

21 
I th1nk our evolvement, what we came -to call a 

220 cmmwmity endorsing convention, was another process that 
23 

1ped us. We tried to select our mm best candidates _j!_@a 

24 
Once that man or woman was chosen, 

https://final.ly
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everybody got him. The other candidates simply witb-

l 
dNw or they didn't get any support. As a ccmaequence, in­

2 
stead. o:t splln:tering the vote, we were ab1e to bJ1Jd solid 

3 
support beb1nd the one best indivJ.d.ua1. In some cases it

0 4 
'bro'1g1rt about T1ctory. Mme 138.ppened to be the first o:t the 

COJJ111m1ty e:ndonsing convention. That su.ccess story, I thi.Dk, 

6 
helped us to do it over a:nd over again. I t..b1nk it is appll-

7 
cabl.e in the Mexican-.American conmmity. .A.s a matter o:t f'act, 

8 
they are alweady doing that with the Congress o:t Mexican-

9 
.Americans. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Counc.1Jman Bradley, for 
u 

appearing bef'ore our Committee this afternoon. 
12 

Our next scbedu.1.ed witness is Mr. Robert Garcia, 
130 sta:t:t Assistant to Speaker Robert Moriaty. 
14 

Will you state for the record your name and occupa-

tion. 
16 

:MR. GARCIA: I also teach at Ss.cramento College and 
17 

have been working on a project that is related to the very 
18 

tb1ngs we have been discussing this after.noon. 
19 

Specifically, most of us here are very concerned wi 

the project of the task of electing more Chicanos to an elect 
21 

post in this state. We have to ask ourselves why there are 

two and one-hal.:t mill :I on Chicanos 1n the state and. onJ.y two-0 
22 

23 
assemblymen. and no state senators. We have a potential reser­

24 
voil" o:t almost 8)0•000 people who could become ellgi.ble to vo-e. 

https://scbedu.1.ed
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We haft to ask oursel.ves an additioDal question and that is 

1 
cu. we ideD.'li1:ty mv arbitrary ~ tbat have kept us :from 

2 
el.ecrt1ng more CbfMD.Oa, and I say va can. I ay those arbi­

trary bar.riea are :I.D tb1s uw.e rad book wbtoh .is the 
4 -

ElectioA Code ~or the state o:t CeJ S:tttrn:la.. For the laat 
5 

three ac:m:tbs Oil Jll1" own time I have been goillg tbrough. this 
6 

Code• page by page. section by .section, chapter by chapter, 
7 

m4 I have drafted about 30 bills. 
8 

I abould also like to aclmowledge the assistance 
9 

o:t Phil Isberg, who I consul.tad vi.th on. this •tter• 
10 

D1is Code was written with the premise it ought to 
11 

,, 

be ditt.1cul.t for people to vote. I tb1bk we need to cbanp 
12 

that. We have to reverse that and all the other tt11:ngs we 
13 

haft 1-m. taJking about like gerry,nandering and the relation­
14 

ship between .f'1DRDCes and e1ectli.bllity. ~ answer to all o:t 
15 

those prob1ems 1a within this book and tb1a .is where the 
16 

changes have to be made. 1'!mt .is what we have been trying to 
17 

do. 
l8 

Let me give you some examp1es that have already 
19 

been mcrtioned by the speakers. I will condanse rrq comments. 
20 ~ whole system o£ voter re,gistra1:1cm. .is not cmJ.y I 
21 

CUllbersoma• but it 1s inefficient. Let1 a 1ook at a couple o:t I 
220 tb1ngs. Let's take a person, say, in Blythe, who lives, you 

• 
23 

know, over 200 miles away from the County Seat o.f' Riverside, 
24 

wh:1cb. .is the City of Rivers.f.de. Let's pose a hypotbet.1.cal 
25 

https://Rivers.f.de
https://CbfMD.Oa
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0 

tlat there are DO deputy registrars in the Ci:ty of Blythe. 
1 

!he onl.y opt1Gn ha has ±r there is no coa place fer 
2_ 

him to register m ~ wi.th the •bsance ~ any deputies. 

he bas to trawl 200 ailes to the Comrt.y Clerk's ottice in 
4 

RiwrsJ.de. 

A,, I mggut. and other peopl.e are suggesting, why 
6 

not d.eVelop a system ~ mall registration. !his vould greatly 
7 

1p farm workm'a and tbe rural Chicanos. .All they woul.d have • 
8 

to do is fill out a postcard, get an application ~or registra-
9 

tion via the mail :from the Cl.erk, ~ill .1.t CRlt and send it 

back. i'heae are tb1:ngs that have worked aga1n¢ us. 
11 

What about purging? There is a general. myth held 
12 

many people that a person can onl.y be purged because ~ 
13 

allure to vote in a general. e1ecticm. That is not true. ,You 
14 

be purged for :Ceiling to wte 1n a primary al.so. In Ri.ver-

1de County in the last primary el.ection in J~ o:t this 
16 

ear, 10,000 people were purged because they .did not wte in 
17 

prillary e1ection in June of th1s year. A J.ot ~ those 
18 

eopl.e were :rarm YOrkers who 1eave Imper1a1 Val.1ey at that 
19 

ime, Coch1lla Valley, northward to work the San Joaquin Valley 

the Sacramento Valley. They can't leave a .forwarding ad-
21 

22
·O stay two or three weeks and move on. 

23 

The COU11ty Clerk when the sampl.e ballot of disburse­
24 

:tis returned to him sends a doub1e postcard to the address 

https://RiwrsJ.de
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of that peraon. O:f' course it is not retur.ned within the re­

l 

2 

quired 30 days am 'the person 1s removed .trom the eJ :J gibility 

~ 11st. 
3 

We drafted lflg:lslation that says n ahoald have0 4 
permanent registration. 'l'hat 1s the ideal. aolution, bu.t that 

is not going to come about and we know that. i'hia is the next 
6 

beat tb:Jng,. purg.tng on1y after the general.. 
7 

other than that, we have talked about residency 
8 

requirements. CsJ!torm.a pJa:m and simp1e baa to make their 
9 

residarlcy requirements conform to the new nat1omu. ones which 

are 30 days. Many' Co\mty C1erks, based on a precedent set in 
11 

a case in 1966, are now registeri:ng ex-:teicms. I:t peop1e 

• 
12 

aren•-t; awre ~ tbat• Couaty Cl.erks aren'-t; likely to do tbat• 
13 

You have to put pressure on them. 
14 

In regards to abollsb1ng all J.anguage and lite.racy 

requirements, that bas been done with the 1970 Voting Rights 
16 

Act. Beyond tbat1 though, I th,nk just saying a perSOD. has 
17 

to be literate, fiuent in English to vote, we have to print 
18 

ballots 1n Spanish. It doesn't make much sense for a person 
19 

ODl.y literate in Spanish to try and read an explana~icm of 

a proposition in Engl:I sh. I have a dif'f'.icul.t enough time 
21 

trying to tmderstand those. I thtnk the argument if you do 

0 
22 

it for Spanish-apeald.ng peop1e, you. have to do i.t for all 
23 

etlmic minorities, can be dispelled by imposi:ag some kind o:f 
24 

numerical formula such as w.heneve:r 10 per cent o£ tbe e1ectora: 

https://Spanish-apeald.ng
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speaks a ceriain language. since they are tazpayers, you can 
1 

deftl.op a oue ~or auggest1Dg it 18 a needed law and we l.lnenQ 
2 

to do tbat. 

0 
3 

Just .in general. there are a J.ot o.f in tb1s 
4 

Code 1fh1ch are D0t ONJIMD lmowl.edge. For a:aq,le, 'ftrY ffJW 

peopl.e hue ever known about tbe procedure for being asked to 
6 

sern as a pr.-101Dct official. an el.ection day. The procedure 
7 

is this. Arwbody who is quaJ:l:tied to be an e1ector is quall-
8 

.fi.ed to serve at the J>(']J tng place on el.ectian day. fl1e Coun 
9 

Cl.erk& 1n this state don't publicize that .fact. You ODly 1":lnd 

that oat 1:t you go to tbe County Clerk and you ask him that. 
l.l 

That 1s the vestige of boss politics, macb1ne politics. Wbat 
12 

they should do,mflia are drafting legislatiOA here again to 

·O 13 
mands'te the County Cl.erks to insert a notifiat.1.on in a sampl.e 

14 
ballot enve1ope ~ the privilege 01" every el.ectorate to serve 

,rt the polling place on election day. Just in terms of 1 
16 

other peop1e knov about some ~ the, well, not well-known pro-
17 

viscms 01" the Code, I suggest dissero1neting that kind o1' intar-
18 

ma.tion to other people woul.d help recttty the whole probJ.em. 
19 

I waa suppose to make some cmmnents cm. lobbying and 

I am ~ing to make my comments as brief as possible. 
21 

Yith regard to lobbying, I have been on the staff he e 
220 in the Legislature for about a year and a hal:t. When I first 
23 

arrived here MAPA w.s the only Chicano associated organizat19D 
24 

tbat had a lobbyi.Bt on an on-going bas.is. What we have now 

https://lobbyi.Bt
https://probJ.em
https://notifiat.1.on
https://deftl.op
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the absence of a lobbyist is what I call a, well, whenever 
1 

tbere is a press.trJg issue the people respond, they stay for 
2. 

a fw daya and than they l.eave. 1'.bJ.s is 'the kind of pi.ace 
3 

where you have to be here, you have to watch so many things•.
0 4, 

You cmmot do it by com:tng two or three daya and then leaving. 
6 

You have to be here canstantl.y. So there is a need for tbat. 
6 

There is a .need for lobbying. There is a Deed 'Lor an info:r-
7 

mation disseminating center with the headquarters here to keep 
8 

track o~ all bills that are o~ interest to Chicanos and to 
9 

spread this in:termation all over the state. nie mechanics 
10 

and details of .fj.nancing would ba.ve to be worked out, but 
11 

I tb:fnk that is a genera1 plan that would be workable. 
12 

That is all I have. 
13 

CHAIRMAN SILLA.S: Tbank. you, Mr. Garcia. 
14 

Mr. King. 
15 

MR. KING: Mr. Garcia, how is it going to be pos-
16 

bl.e :tor the Mexican-American community to gain greater repre-
17 

enta.tion in the sta~ Legislature this year and next year? 
18 

MR. GARCIA.: I belong to a group here in Sacramento 
19 

tis called COPA. Our operating thesis is ·this 1.-s a system 
20 

t .is not noted for its benevolence and .1t responds on1y 
21 

hen stimulated. You have to take the answer to our desire 

o have more ChiCQO e1ected officials, to take the matter in0. 
22 

23 
own hands, plain and simple, that is tmderstanding election 

24 
:ws and demonstrating a willingness to work. i'ba.t means 

25 
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~ f/lAr"Y 011ano in -tu .tate who .1.s eJ1gible to 
l 

~• tlllrt 1a 1ibe floo.r IINded to ba2ld e-9,-,. 
2 

ellle -. If' w 4m11: Jlaw 1:hat, w can 3aBt talk about all 

0 t'b8 otbar pzrob.1.m and. all om:- dlacuaslon will beer no ruul.ts 
4 

ML ICIIIJS Bow 4o J'GU pt t'be l1nu ctN.wn so that 

a,;1,,.,,... IINll1 t a atnori:ty .ta ft'llr!I cl1atr1.c:t? 
6 

Jlt. GARCIA: !bat is ftlated to tm nature ~ npre­
7 

aentation. 
8 

HR. BIIIII Dla:t is riglrt. 
9 

llR. GARCIA: You ee not go.f.ng to change 1.-t•s 

f'act it• J'Ol1 are not going to change the wy the l !nes are 
11 

dnwn. Let me auggut IJOlllethiJlg. ~ had 10 or 15 Chicuos 
12 

u;p Jm:ie in the .Aaaeabl.y' and !ION up in tile S..te, I would

0 13 . 
auggut g&if'JNMaring o:t Southeut IA>a .Angeles vould not 

14 
be acompliabecl as reed1Jy as it 1a now. The cmly way we 

am cbenp tb1a u by getting more peopl.e eJ.ected. A lot o:t 
16 

1119DDJ~ approach it 'the other way around.. I don't. 
17 

MR. KIRGz Aren't you an assistant to the Democratic 
18 

J.eadc- ill the A.ssembJy and 1an•t it the Demacn:tic leadership 
l9 

vh:lch 1a goi11g to-:C hate to W18 the tenl• ..IT'jiiend~ 1ihia 

~ d.cm.1t you. do a little gerryMDderi:Qg 1!or 'tbe Cb.1-
21 

0 
ee:raoat 

22 
MR. GARCIA.: R.1.ght. Lat's :race it. tbe at:a:tt ha-. 

23 
MR. :tam (~): !hat .ia what we are try.mg 

24 
to do, 1!ace it. 
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MR. GARCIA: I guess Joe 3ern1nez and Joe Cerna are 
l 

0 

just a handful of Chicanos who are up here and at every op­
2 

portum:ty 1119 express the need ~or an eqw:tab1e reapportion­
3 

ment. Whether or not our advice is heeded, that is not the 
4 

question. We need help: 

A VOICE: We need he1p. 
6 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Montgomery. 
7 

MR. MON'J.'GOMERY: Ho questions. 
8 

CHAIRMAN snus: Mr. Glick. 
9 

MR. GLICK: Mr. Garcia, even if you got every 

Mexican-American in the state registered to vote, wouldn1t 
11 

there be some probl.em or do you think there might be some 

• 
12 

probJ.em in electing Mexican-American candidates ell'lUthiD the 
lS 

.framework~ the rapid1y rising cost cf campaigning through 
14 

the media uaed now, do you tb:l?lk tbat will have any iiUect in 

the future on the elections? 
16 

MR. GARCIA: Certainly it is an absta.cle. The 
17 

answer to tbat question is in this book, too. More amt more 
18 

one ~ the CZ"iterias imposed ·:!m. detenn:1n1ng whether a candidat 
l9 

1s &Pem1ngly desirable is one o:t two thing,;. He hasbaccess 

to his own f'inances and, two., hi.a ability to raise money•. 
21 

There aren't that many wealthy Chicanos. There aren't tbat 
220 many Chicanos who can raise, you know, two or three million 
23 

dollars to r,m a gubuuitorial election or $100,000 to run a 
24 

counc1lmat1c election. That whole area bas to be re.for.med. 

https://probJ.em
https://probl.em
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0 

0-

F.At.mEFl- CASSO& Who did the ~ 
l 

MR. GARCIA.: !he Democrlllta did .it. 
2 

FA'J!HIR CASSO: • Do you - it aa a need to recti:t)'? 
3 

MR. GARCIA: Ob'V'iousl.y I do or :I 'IIOU.1.du't be d.o2~ 
4 

all ~ this work or be here U I didn't. 

FADIIR CASSO& What reoQl'llthmda:tim:us do you have to 
6 

the Democra.t.1.c Party to see that those lines are gerrymandered 
7 

back so our peop1e can vote? 
8 

MR. GABCL\1 '-bat .is COPA, CbicaDD :tion 0~ 
9 

Politioal Awareneaa. We are wk1ng tbe same recomendations 

you are. 
11 

FUBJR CASSO: Very ~ine. Are you going to approach 
12 

the party m power to assist you ~doing this? 
13 

MR. GABCL\: I intend to do tbat. 
14 

FA1'BER CASSO: TestiaonJ' va.s given to us yeatel'day 

by the Chainml o~ the Reapportionment C 4 :trom the 
16 

.A.ssembl.y. Did you hear his testiJDaJJy? 
17 

MR. GARCIA: Yes. 
18 

F.A1'HJ'i.8 CASSO& We asked him it he had a statt ed. we 
19 

asked him 1:t he intended to bira a ~ cm his 

sta.:rf. Did. you hear the responae? 
21 

MR. GARCIA: Right. 
22 

FM'RBR CASSO: Do you :reel it 1a essential. to bave 

24 
OD. tbat very importazrt Ctanittae? 
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D 

MR. GARCIA: I sure do and I wish that Committee 

would have done the same tb1:ng as the Senate C did and 

that 1a h1N a Chicano on the~-

FATHER CASSO: Will COPA make that recomendetion? 

JIR. GARCIAS Yes. We have already suggested. 'that. 

FATHER CASSO: When we talked about his Committee 

you heard his testimony, did you really .feel he felt a need 

awareness and appreciation ot doing soutb1ng about the--.:lines? 

MR. GARCIA: That is a difficult question .for me be-

cause you are ask1ng me to interpret his intent• 

FA!BER CASS01 No1 just what he said is all. 

MR. GARCIA: It could have been stronger, let me put 

it that way. (laughter.) 

Let's be realistic about this and that is why I am 

approacb1ng this thing the way I am. The number one thing 

eople keep in mind when lines are redrawn is protecting m­

cumbents. A lot ot times tb.a.t means :fm.cumbents of both parties 

All I am saying is this system is not benevolent and it re­

sponds to pressure only. So we can sit here and ask people to 

redraw the lines in a more equitable .fashion the next hundred 

years and i.f' we don't do something about ·it ourselves, it is 

not go.1:Dg to be done. You know, I am not willing to wait, 

COPA is not wilJtng to wait any more for somtttbing to happen 

to make things easier for us. We want to attack the thing the 

way it is right now. 
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FATBBR CASSO: Well, I can see a dil..._ llbich add.a 
1 

to .truatraUon. You can do all the cbanging -ot the E.ecUon 
2 

Coda you Wilt to get IIDN people capabl.e ~ vot1ng to get out 
3 

0 and actuall.7 wte, but it only adds to the b-wrtff;tion, it 
4 

doea't do any good, they can't eJ.ect an o:tticial.. 

MR. <WlCIA: That is right.
6 

Fil'HER CASSO: Would you briJJg that to the attention 
7 

of the guy you work :tor? 
8 

MR. GARCIA: Yea. I will. 
9 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Gabourie. 

MR. GABOURIE: I have no questiona. 
u 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Garcia, there was testimony 
12 

yesterday perta1n.1ng to the h1riDg of Chicanos by the Legi.s­-:Q 13 
lature. The witness testified. that the F.E.P.c. rul.es and 

14 
regulations do DOt apply to the Legislature. You have bean 

here in Sacramento :tor some time now. What has been your ob­
16 

servatian in teras o:t the hiring of Chicanos by members o:t the 
17 

Legislature? 
18 

MR. GARCIA: Let me say when I :tirst arrived here­
19 

A VOICE (interrupting): Real\i Mr. Chairman• this 

is another inter.z uption which is really directed at the Demo­
21 

cratic Party and its nominal. head, Mr. Unruh, who is here to 
220 testify. We thought he was here. We want to point out our 
23 

main attack o:t this presentation here and our walkout is di­
24 

rected against the Democratic Party and 'its ab.enaDigans over 
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• 
-years. He was the Speaker in '65. he was a candidate for 

l 
nrAOr ~ last el.ect1on,• and .:fBIIIII' aga:lnai; the State 

2 

Legislature over wich he still has a 1ot o:t control.. 
3 

0 A VOICE: We don't wnt the Fac.ieat Pie myway. 
4. 

MR. GARCIA: Let me answer your question. The 

statt1Dg situation NMinS almost .identica1 to wbat it was 
6 

IIW!Jen I arrived here a year and a halt ago. 1'.bere are no more 
7 

'"""'"'e.... five or six Maxican-.Americans on the staa'. There are 
8 

ore Mexican-American secretarys, sergeant-a:t-arms, messengers, 
9 

i1+-r1c1111Y1 when I arrived, a slight increase from when I arrived. 

ere ....-are about 34 of us on the stai'f as campared to seven or 
11 

I think you have to keep in mind, ae it has been men-
12 

this bn1Jd1ng .1s not under purview of Civil Service 
13 

egulaticma so that puts it in a dif'ferent light. Getting to 
14 

e Legislature, obta1n1ng a job here-

CHA.IRMAB SILLAS (interrupting)s May I interrupt,
16 

17 

Woul.d you indicate on the record tbat outside in the 
18 

lllS.Y there is a gathering of-there is yelling and words 
19 

r 
oming from the hallway of Chicano power. 

'l!hank you, Mr. Garcia, and woul.d you proceed.
21 

MR. GARCIA: In essence, what I am suggesting, it is 
220 ery dil'ficu1t to walk off a college cam.pus and get a job here. 

• 
23 

ere is still. some semblance -o:t patronage around here, every­
24 

dy knows that. You become a personI s aideby working on his 
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11,#CUill~ign or having demonstrated skills that he noticed. There 
l several intership programs in the Legislature tbat have no 
2 en taken advantage of'· by the Chicanos, not through any fau1t 
3 t their own because they haven't been pub11cized. well enough.0 4 that is one im&E they can correct111a lack of' staf';t. That 

s the way I came. I was a CaJjfornia Legj.slative intern :for 
6 year and I stayed on while I was doing graduate work on the 
7 

f as a student here in Sacramento at the same time. That 
8 s probably the most accessible channel, for instance, to sta:ff 
9 

ositions here. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Yes, Father. 
11 

RATHER CASSO: You raised the question tbat you have 

12 
vailable the intership program here in the Legislature. 

130 MR. GARCIA: Yes, there are several. 
14 

FATHER CASSO: We heard testimony yesterday that it 

s almost ~ssible :for a Chicano to get into the internship 
16 

rogram. Now you say it is the Chicano's fault because l>.e 
17 

oesn•t do it. 
18 

MR. GARCIA: The internship program, one o.f the , 
J.9 

riticisms of' it has been there is too much emphasis on academi 

chievement to the point of almost being absurd. That. we have 
21 

en assured for the last couple of years, iS. changing. We 

0 22 
There are other intership programs coordinated by th 

tate college system and another coordinated by the university 
24 

stem. They were available during the:,year and during the 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

466 

mer aeaai.cm.r~ -~ UCLA.• Banta Barbara• and others always have 

several. students here during the S1JBIJP8r months. The American 
2 

Politica1 science Association has an interahip program co­• 
1 

zs 
ordinated-

4 
FA1'HBR CASSO (interrupting): I am not telk1ng about 

tbe progruas 11w:llable. I am taJk1ng about the .1:aability ~ 
6 

the Cb:lcallO to get into those programs. li it i.s bad in the 
7 

Legislative prograa, it llll1St be worse in the colleges. That's 
8 

all. 
9 

MR. GARCIA: I don't know about the deta1Js o:t the 

other programs. My contention is two +-b1nga. No. l, you are 
11 

probably right. No. 2, another fact is the existence o:t a lot 
12 
~ these internship programs are not publicized well enough 

13 
tbat 1s also a factor. 

14 
CHAIRMAN SII,IAS: Thank you, Mr. Garcia• :tor appear­

ing this afternoon. 
16 

Our next scheduled speaker is Mr. John Moulds o:t 
17 

Sacramento. 
18 

Mr. Moulds, would you state :tor the record your name 
19 

and occupation, please. 

MR. mtJIDS: Jolm Moul.ds, III. I Ulan attorney 1n 

practice here in Sacramento. 

0 22 
Mr. Cbairman, Gentlemen. 

• 
23 

'When I was asked to testily, I waa not aware o:t the 
24 

:tact my teat:lmmJ.y 1n a large part would duplicate the testimon: 

21 
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of Mr. Garcia who preceded me. I was asked. to speak on the 
l 

impact of the Election Code and poasib1e a with regard 
2 

to the voting power of minority groups in general 1n the state 

0 of CBJifomi.. 
4. 

A large portion of what I prepared 'to say to you to­

day had to be scratched off as Mr. Garcia went down the list. 
6 

If you want to direct anything to tbat, I would. be happy to 
7 

answer any questions I might be able to. I would mention one 
8 

tb1ng, then, that I tb1:nk was possibly not deve1oped :f'ull.y in 
9 

raising the question about reapportj.onment. I think Mr. Garcia 

11.,..,..lftfterly identilied the major probl.:em of ask:lng men hold:fng 
11 

office to vote themselves out m! office when considering re-
12 

apportionment. When considering the tremendous impact to be 
130 

de on the voting strength of the Mexican-Amerieans by a 
14 

reasonable set of registration and voting laws in CSJ1fllrnia, 

I tb1nk thf.s should not be overlooked as a possib1e soJJr.ee of 
16 

substantially increasing the political power of several minori­
17 

ty groups 1n CeJ:lft>rnia and in depressed economic groups in the 
18 

state of ca1Uornia. 
l9 

The second tb1ng is tbat gerrymandering in loca1 

elections 1s not often as sophisticated as it is in sta~ide 
21 

office hold1ng,. I think it is well worth considering that a 
220 substantia1 increase in voting power in this state can begin 
23 

to reflect itself first in changes in the composition of local 
24 

boards and commissions and councils 8IJd that this can be ave...,, 
l 
i 
i 
{ 

https://soJJr.ee
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0 

important 'na1Jd1ng block in the bulldi:Dg ~ political power 
l 

1n a SJ'S'AL Thia system is DO ditterent. 
2 

I broke tb1ng,s dOlll'J1 into three general. areas. First 
3 

the language am literacy requirements. It is 'lfl"I own view it 
4 

.is time :tor us to :tace up squarely to the .tact literacy ought 
5 

to go entirely as a requirement. It 1s no J.anger true that 
6 

reading is necessary as an aocompantment to oasti:Dg a vote in 
7 

the modern media. 
8 

1'here are certain other tb:ing,3 that are not always 
9 

thought of as part of the general literacy problem. Bet.first 
10 

thing tbat ought to be considered mctbe requirelllen.t of Engli 
11 

12 
a substan.tial. bar 'to a number o:t peop1e. I suspect this is a

( 13 
group which is more represented in rural ca,, :t'U'Dia. tmm urban 

14 
C&l.ilornia, that is, a greater percentage o:t the loca1 elec­

l5 
torate. It might have more impact 1n the ·valley than it would 

16 
in the city• but I am not certain. It 1a 'fll1' 1mderstsnding

17 
there is legislation cbeJlenging the legality o:t literacy and 

18 
English. My suspici.on is also tbis will be more a1befable t.'Q> • 

19 
Legj.slative ge than an.ything. 

20 
The other thing is the requirement or printing the 

21 
ballot in a :foreign. language. !rbat 1s by no means as compli-

220 cated as it appears on first blush, particnlarly with the de-
23 

velopment of voting machines and the possibility o:f' those area 
24 

which have voting mchines we simply slip a computer card into 
25 

https://suspici.on
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a preprinted. machine. D:aat would be no real. p:robl.am to bave 
l 
~ preprin.ta 1n precinct pc>lJ 1ng places 1dMtre they are 

2 
Dffded. 1n a wide wriety o:t languapa. It ill not at all 

3 
neceUU7• ill sr Y.lft', to require this be a ~ portion or

0 4 
10 per cat ot the population. or anythiDg el.ae. 

'l'.bat leads to the next prob1em1 voting a.cb:tnea, I 

: 10b1ch I 1'b1nk is 111mp1y tba:t .it 1s time 1:o eomSder standardii 

1:ng this tbroughou:t the state ~ CeJ itornia :tor the obvious 
8 

reason that complicated lDBCbi:ne~ can often subatant1ally in-
9 

timidate large Jmllbers of voters who either are unabl.e to 

operate them or get 1n the booth and become con.twsecl. At its 

u moat detrilnmtal it actually keeps voters awa:, ~ the polls. 

12 
It is poaaible izl aw areas to show a aubatant1aJ. cleclimt 

130 vha you are deal Sng in an election won or 1oat by a matter of 

14 
a '.fw votes. 

I ih:lnk 'the :telony voting axcl.usion in CeJ 1:f'omia 1s 

16 
much more serious than ~ of us know, particularly because 

17 
it not only' ha.a racial. and etlmic overtones, but it a1ao has 

18 substantial. ecom:mic overtones. It is sometimes a narrow w~·~·lii 

19 in tbe state~ CalS:tor.nia whether a man 1a COll'Victed o:t a 
I 

:telcmy or w1sdemeanor. It J.s alao true it is possj.ble to later, 

21 

Q 
on correct the record to take care o:f' a :tel.oDJ' and. reduce it 

22 to a m!sdeaeenor. This 1a the kind o:t tbSng tbat happens to 

23 a 1111D who has private counsel and it may not happen to the man 

24 who is a trazusient as he does not come back into tbe area .from 

https://preprin.ta
https://p:robl.am
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b1ch he :baa a con.v.1.ction. This can make a aubstant1a1 im-
l 

pa.ct p1us the general public impression that a person ODCe 
2
• oonvioted ~ a ;felony may not vote until he has gone through 

5 
the compl.:f..cated process ~ a certificate of rehabilitation and0 4 

• a pardon by the Gover.nor. This is being relledied, as Mr. 

Garcia aenti~ in some counties and should be remedied in 
6 

more. I think it is clear now that with the bars down in 
7 

some parts of the State, but not in other parts of the state, 
8 

that it is high time standardized statewide legislation·oc-
9 

urn.irf"'!'l,ed :for the :t'inal resolution of the probl.em be:t'ore the 

11 
The residency shows its head in a number of di.f':terent 

• 
12 

m addition to the simple problem of racial residency• 
13 

o many of the J.aws we have at the present time discrirn~nete 
J.4 

ljL,1,,1,,,j§,L,L,LY against those peopl.e who move around and are !'avorable 

those people who tend to stay 1n one place :for a period of 
16 

ime. The one-year residency requirement 1n the state of 
17 

,,..,.............om.ia is no longer with us. I tb1nk we wm clearly see 
18 

bstantial re:torm in this area 1n this session of the Legis­

ture. That is one reason why I think it is worthy of some 

:ttention because of the recent action of the Supreme Court 
21 

• 
ch is going to require the State of C&Jitor.nia to at least 

0 or etticiency sake to dovetail its residency period with those 

et forth in the Federal Voting Rights Act. There was legis­

tion 'Which was pending last session and it has been intro-

https://probl.em
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duced. ags1n this session. It sets :torth a 19-day requirement, 

that you register 19 days be:tore the e1ect1cm. Now, .in 

:tact, there are many systems which make it possible to reduce 

it beyond. that, but from I ban seen and the ma.teria1 I have 

gone over with the County C1erits, it appears 19 days will all 

the Cotmty C1erlts to do what ia necessary to inform the e1ec­

torate and al.so to prevent voting :traud ill our present struc­

ture without cbang1ng substantially the present system o:t 

regj.stration that we use. 

Mr. Garcia mentioned registration by mail, vhich is 

extremely important until we can get some system of permanent 

registration. The requirement ~ registration imposed in all 

places in the co;wamities, spread Yidely throughout a1l the 

neigb.borhoocla, ca~ be overapbaaized and 'the P1ihlicity o:t 

these. 

One tb1ng that bas intrigued me and I tb:1nk this 

might do well for some of the smaller ccnm.tie-.be:tore I vent 

into private pracilce I was witb an organization vhich 1s imc,w.ri 

as Cal :I :tnrnia Rura1 Legal. Assistance. We cU.d work in maaJ l er 

counties. I am particularly aware o:t some o:t the tbingss am 

discz-ill:lDation aga1nsi; minority groups in smeller rural. areas. 

For the general purpose of encouraging the k1Dd o:t ease 1n vo 

ing Mr. Garcia waa telk:1ng about, it seems to me we might well 

begin setting some standards for measuring how well a eo1.U1ty 

Cl.erk does his job. A County Cl.erlt at the present time 1s 
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measured by a:r.r, .:roulups tbat make the press mad on el.action 
l 

night and by how pretty his regist:re.ti.on a.:r.:ridavits 1ook as 
2 

they ai.t 1D his balls and. ill his record.a. It - to me we 
3 

0 llight DllgiD. to develop some criteria baaed OA how umy peop1e 
4 

he shou1d have regJ.stered in his area. 1:t he were doing a p 

er job o.:f.' outreach and invo1vement o.:f.' all the groups, the set­
6 

ting o.:r this kind o.:r criteria. I imag1ne this would give us 
7 

a way to measure the work being done by a County C1erk and be 
8 

to e!'fective1y critJ.cize him it be was not doing the job. Es­
9 

sentially, we would place the burden on him 'to go forward and 

register the people rather than the present burden on the 
11 

ty Cl.erk where we on1y penalize him if his papers don•t look 
12 

pre tty, which I tb:fnk ought to come last 1n our voting req
( 1.3 

manta. 
14 

The onl.y tb:ing addit.:JanaJJy I have to add :1n additio 

to residency. and this has to do with oandid.a:tes, is there are 
16 

two present cases in the Third District Court o.:r appeal.a. One 
l7 

went to the CaJ1fiu-m.a Supreme Court and the other was just 
18 

taken today. One is called Lawrence versus Cl.eveland and. the 
19 

other is-I don't mow. those were handled by my partner, Mr. 

Eiaem>erg. '?hose were struck down, :five-year residency requuJ_
I21 

ments for candidates. These kind of 1012g residency requiremen: s 
220 are discr:tm1natory. The impact is so c1ear I don't think .,...n,,...,. 

• 
23 

1s 8ll¥ need to cliscuss them :turther here• 
24 

One other thing that I think is important is the re-! 
! 
I 
i 
I 
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ceat decision~ the CsJlftU'Dia Supreme Court to invalidate 

l 
the C.J1fnmia requ1rement ~ two-thirds wte-to pass certa1:n 

2 
local bond issue.a. 1 tb1Dk it is important to a 111nor1ty 

3 
group in that .it prov.ides an opportunity :tor cal"ital formatio~0 4 
1n those areas which can be important without requ1riDg the 

group soaehov obtain a surplus ajority. It is dif.ficu1t 
6 

nough :tor us to get 51 per cent in most circumstallces. 
7 

Thank you very much. 
8 

CHAIHMAN SILI.AS: Thank you, Mr. Moul.dB. 
9 

Are there any questions? 

'lbank you very much, Mr. Moulds. 
11 

MR. MOULDS: Thank you very much. 
12 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Our next speak-er is Mr. Jess 

0 13 

14 
Mt-. Unruh, wouJ.d you state for the record your name 

occupation. 
16 

MR. UNRUH: My name is Jess Unruh. I am unemp1oyed. 
17 

I have no prepared testimony today, Mr. Chairman. 
; 18 

will say I am happy to be heret but I am available and 
19 I 

l.eased with the opportunity to talk with you. I think ~ere 
. . 

s probably very little I may add as far as~ of the tb1nga 
21 I 

t have been said today about the deprivation of rights in 
22

0 llf'ornia of those ot: Mexican-American descent have been 
23 

pelled out rather well here today. 
24 

I came here today at your request with the .feeJ :Ing 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

474 

t through a give and take exchange I cou1d add something to 
1 

volum1nca1a testimony you ali-eady have had. I am personally 
2 

nn't"~~'l"ll!lff to try and respond to any questions you might have. 
3 

I tb1Dk Stmator Dymally spelled out ynste.~y ab:>ut·O 4 
well as mwone I have heard and about as honest1y as any-

y I have heard, what goes on in a reapportionment, which, 
6 

assume, I am principally here ~or, and that is reapportion-
7 

ts are designed by incumbents for mcumbents and as a servic 
8 

f mcum.bents. I have gone through three reapportionments, 196 
9 

dj.d·,;ilJr·,Assambl,::, a .n, d :.· i;ongressiona1 reapportionment. We 

d not do a Senatorial reapportionment because tbat was before 
11 

e one man one vote court edict. 
12 

In 1965 we again realigned the Assembly and Senate 
13 

,...,.~s. and in 1967 we realigned the Congressional districts. 
14 

no case bave I seen anything out of tb4.sr in the reapportion 

t except the actions of the Legislature to protect the mem-
16 

s of the Legislature and to favor the party in power. 
17 

In 1961, pursuant to a direct request, I tb1nk the 
18 

inc.1.pal tb1ng that motivated the Leg.1.sla.ture in reapport.1.on-

ent after that all-important principle of protecting t.ncumbent 

s to g.1.ve to the then new Democratic President. John Kemledy, 
21 

working majority in the Cong:r;-essionaJ. delegat.1.on of CaJif'orn.1. 
22

-0 s was possible, as big a one as was poss.1.ble. We did that. 

• 
23 

In 1965 .1.t was totally and completely for the protec-

In 1967 .1.t was to protect the j;nc1:1mbent 

https://delegat.1.on
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Congressmen. I woul.d suggest tbat is what would govern this 

reapport1omnent at both the Assemb1y, the Senate and Congres-

aicmal. l.eve1. !bat is the way it is done. U you have a way 

of .figuring out how to do it dU:terentl.y, I tb1nk .tt should ~ 

done differentl.y• and I am totally w:tlJ1ng to support tbat 

mysel.f. I take it that is the way it has been done and that is 

way it Yill. be done. It will not matter much who 1s in 

111-"·-, whether they are Black, White, Brown, Yellow, Green, 

, Democrat or Republican. They will first o£ all make a 

eal to protect themselves. 

Secondl.y, they will attempt to give their party what-

11A"Era,. advantage there is. 

Ddrdly, they will look after other groups who manag

0 ... 
get the most pressure on them after that. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you, Mr. Unruh. 

Mr. Gabourie. 

MR. G.ABOURIE: Mr. Unruh, :from your last political 

ltexiDerience, what advice eoul.d you give the residents o.t East 

s Ange1es to assist them in protecting themsel.ves in this 

reapportionment plan that is going to be afoot in the near 

~.,-, 
MR. UNRUH: I would give them the same directions I 

0 :ve everyone e1se. That is they mu.st at all costs maximize 

tever strength they bave under any division. I do not 

t has been done either by Chicanos, or, for that matter, pe 
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haps an,one else vbo really is 1mderrepreaente or have been 
1 

expsliiited. I do mt think there 1a anywhere near the kind 
2 
~ ettort 1n tbe Mmdcen-A:aer1caD cowmrn1ty that 1ftRll.d maxi­

mize tb'9 stnngth they have now. I think U 1:bere had been0 
~ 

4 
we would. have at least one JDON Raxicen-ftmerican 1n the As-

aembl.y tb.1a year. The district Jb1toya 1oat ought mt to have 
6 

7 
organized. There was not enough support even within the com­

a 
amity as ~ar as that is concerned. I think whatever the di­

g 

visions are, whatever the lines are that are dra1me the maxi-

am effort 1a not being put .fart::h. 
u 

I woul.d sugge.tft, like eveymw e1se who complains 
12 

about what society doea not bring to them, moat peop1e are 
13 

llllCh more ready to protest when 1:be cameras ere trained, the 
14 

camera.a are watm1ng. than they are to do 'tbe bard work~ 

pushing doorbell.a mr1 gettlDg peop1e registaNd and out to 
16 

tbe polls an election day. 
17 

MR. OABOtmIE: 'Mmnk you. 
18 

CHAIRMAN ~IT,T,ASs Father casao. 
19 

FA1'BER CASSO: Mr. Unruh• a rnuiber ~ questions. 

In our te&t1'fll0Dl' yesterday, it got kind o~ bleak because ~ 
21 

the :teel 1ngs and aentiments ~ the Mexi~ican speakers 
220 that they ccmside:red the DemocraUc Party as :teel1ng tbe 
23 

Mex:l~\merioan was a hip--pocket vote. Does the Democratic. 
24 

Putty :::'consider 'the Mmdcan-A•rJ.can as a hiP-pocket vote? 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

4Tl 

MR. UNRUH: I can no more speak .Zo:r 'the Democratic 
l 

Party,. Father• than you can :for the .Maxfcen-4::aericans. As a 
2. 

Counc:ilman I can cmJ.y speak ~or one Democrat and that one 
3 

Democrat has not been spectacularly succes~ in the last0 4 
coup1e of years. but I can say that as £ar as-I am concerned 

I do not consider that to be the case. I do not think I ran 
6 

arly as ,.,ell this year among the Mexican-.t\merican voters as 
7 

I woul.d have liked to or as I shou1d have baaed on Urf own per- '· 
8 

sonal record. I think that is generally the case with most 
9 

mocrats, a1tbough I am not confident I can. speak even :for 

I believe there is a great deal to be gained 
11 

a deeper understanding and cooperation between the Mexican-
12 

erican voters and the Democratic Party.

0 13 
I noted in Senator Richmon.d's testimony tba.t he said 

14 
st o-r the problems o.f the Mexican-Amerieans cou1d be sol.ved • 

they woul.d just quit voting Democratic and vote Republican. 
16 

would suggest you ask Mr. Richmond how many programs he sup-
17 

.for the Mexican-American comm,rnity that he :fe1t were 
18 

essary to their welfare. Then li he is ""'1Jl1ng to commit 
19 

..,....l&Qel.f and more o-r lus :fellow conservatives to those kind o.f 

rograms, then I wouJ.d urge the Mexican-Americans to vote :tor 
21 

I would suggest you wou1d not get that kind o:! commit-
220 t from Mr. Richmond or anybody eJ.se. I would say no. that 
23 

snot the case any more. I believe, however, that none o:l us 
24 

:ve really :tound a way of maximizing the voting power of 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

478 

Mexican .Ameri.ca:ns,. or, :for that matter, any other poor peopJ.e. 
l 

FMEER CASSO: 1be other question 1a the testimony 
2 

1ndicated tbat the Mexican-American bas been very 1oyal to the 
5 

HDltm04:&.:tic Party and many speakers irldicated tbat ":he Democrati 
4 

lll;Jei~ had DOt responded in kind• either by he1ping public of­

ficials run, .!inane-, them; No. 2, by lack o:t appointments; 
6 

o. 3, the empJ.oyment record even in thi.s bu.ildiDg here. The 
7 

ourth big one that came out was the evidence here of the 
8 

vr.r:-yma.udering in East Los .Angel.es so that tbe eJ.ected official 
9 

ul.d not come out. How do you view these four things that 

1~[18 out from the testimony? 
11 

MR. UNRUH: I think any charge in that direction has 
12 

general. ring o:f truth to it. There have not been enough 
l3 

11.•-1..1o,;can-Americans appointed. Qui.te obviously the Mexi.can­
14 

uw:Lt1rican cODP'Dlm:J ty bas been reapportioned more with regard to 

1t woul.d max1rn1 ze the Democratic representation than it 
16 

as to how it woul.d ma:x1m1ze the Me-x:i~ican representa 
17 

ion. There certain1y has not been enough support :for those 
18 

f'forts on the part o:t the Mexican-American candidates to buy 
19 

llf"W,,l,e,...o-Democrats to enabl.e them to be el.acted. Al1 o:f those 

111M,.1..~.s have a general. ring of truth, but all of them obliterate 
21 

ther tb1ngs which I think are perhaps just as important. 

0 22 
I think it might be well :tor Mexican-Americans 1n 

23 

• 
ttempting to peruse why they have so llttJ.e polltica1 impact 

24 
this state, to contra.st what is bappen1:ng in contrast to 
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what has happeud 1;o Blacks in this state. I don't lmow that 

1 

I can aaal.yze it properly -r.or you, 1:ut I wow.d auggeat that 
2 

.ill 1961 vJum wzeapportinnment took place that there was a :far 
3 

o· heavier outer:, ~ Blacks that that reapporti~.t was un-. 
4 

:tair to 'tbem ·tad 'there was a st..u:.g repreaentation in Sacra-
5 

mento in a room down the ball here, from Blacks that they 
6 

ahoul.d have -,re districts cut so they would be abso1ute1y 
7 

sure of havmg more Black Assemblymen and more Black COllgress­
8 

men. 
9 

I can remember some protests on the part o:f Mexican-
10 

Americans at tbat time, but I think if you weighed them in 
11 

tbe balance you would :tind the Blacks were considerably S't'lr"nTta.. 

12 
er 1D their protests.

0 13 
Despite that am despite the unfairness of tbat re­

14 
apportionment imlo:tar as probabl.y both the Blacks and Chicanos 

15 
are concerned, the Blacks bave done extreme:Ly well, I tb;lnk, 

16 
in representation in this state since then. They have done 

J.7 

it br'~ it seems to me. understanding the polltica1 process and 
18 

adapting to it or adaptillg it to themse1ves with consi.derab1e 
L9 

more sldll than. has been in the case of the Men 1.cans. 
20 

I would not attempt to explain why that is the case. Perhaps 
21 

the l.aDguage barrier indicates it 1s a :tar greater barrier 

0 22 
than the colored barrier. 

23 
I woul.d suggest to you that 1n 1962 after the 1961 

24 
reapportj.nnment we were succesfdul. 1n e1ecting two Chicanos to 

25 



the Assembly.. ~ were, .it is true, .from principally pre-

• 1 
dnm:fn"!l't Angl.o districts• but they wan that e1ection. One 

2 
o:t. them was able to win reel.ection in J.964. We did elect 

3 
a Mexican-American Congressmen who 1s .from a dist!-1~t that is 

4 
not princ,ipally peopl.ed by Mex1 ican people. 

5 
By and large we have not been abl.e to .form the al­

6 
liances. both monetary.which goes to f1nencillg a campaign, and 

"I 
active elJ:ience which gives the people's support to Mexican 

8 
111mrer.ican candidates as we have With Black candJdates. I wou1d 

9 
esu,~est the idea that a representative must have the majority 

10 
f his own peop1e, either nationally, religiousl.y or some other 

11 
y, in order to be an et.tect1ve spokesman :tor them, is pure 

oney. I tbink you osnnot say Will1e Brown, .tor example, 
13 

o comes :from a 20 per ce?Xt Black district, is a 1ess ettec­·• 
12 

14 
ive spokesman -. .'i'o.t! Neg?'Oes, tben M'.erve Dymall.y or Bill Green 

15 
comes f'roJI a 98 per cent Black c:U.strict. Consequently, I 

16 
incllned to believe Ed a&zo bas been an ettective spokes­

.tor Mex1~mericans, but not as militant as some people 

..v ......d, like. I YOUJ.d suggest tbe makeup o:t the district has 

y seconda:ry·~ect inso.tar as the man's ability to repre-

:t the people h concerned. 
21 

I do not know what'. bas:'.been..la-clvtng.c~ P~ps it is 
22 I 

• 
D imply the lack-and I hesita.te·to use this-o.t a politician 

major proportions who was close enough to the cnmunm:lty to 

y lend the kind of helping hand. That might have been the 
25 
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case. 
l 

I take a great deaJJ. ~ pride in the ~act that I 
2 
~--~ most Black politicians 1n this state get e1ected. I did 

3 
not make that k1Dd of e.f~ort insotar az Mexican-AJll£"!9icans. I0 4 
suppose that would be because you know those people you live 

with much better than you do other people. I have not lived 
6 

that close with the Mexican-American comnnm1ty. 
7 

FATHER CASSO: I see a conflict in two i;b1ngs, Mr. 
8 

Unrah. One is the need :for doing sometb1ng about those lines 
9 

in Ea.st Los ADgeles. as a case in point, and your statement 

that lines are drawn 1:or the protection of the 1egislator. 
ll 

tis a pollt.ical. reality. 
12 

MR. UNRUH: I wouJ.d like to make it very clear, 
130 

I am only def'1D1ng the rul.es of the game, not setting 
14 

FATHER CASSO: Fine, but on the other band I see the 
16 

igbt o1: the people, as we heard yesterday, taxation without 
17 

..,,...rnT'.,.sentaUon o1: the people, and you have got a million people
18 

there, to be able to elect their own of.ticials. Which o:f 
19 

ese two rights do you .feel ought to prevail? 

MR. UNRUH: Father, I tb1Dk we have a philosophical
21 

scussion about to emanate here. I don't believe that in 
220 every way is one right against another because neither of them 
23 

24 
Let me see if I can personalize this and see il I 
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_ell out a litU.e better what I mean. Fozr.years the division 
l 

llbetwEt.en Gus Hawkins• district in IDs Allgeles County Sl'ld mine 
2.. 

I suppose Gus Hawkins probabl.y repre-
3 

0 sen.tad l.50, 000 Blacks to the east ~ Harbor F.Nen.:r, whereas 
4 
• I represented 25,000 of them to the west. On the be.ais ·of 

oting record and legislation passed, on the basis o:t work.1llg 
6 

in and with the comun1ty, I would suggest, maybe with some 
7 

egotism. tbat our records of achievement for those people, the 
8 

ck people who lived either east or west of the :freeway, 
9 

distinguished, I hope, but indistingui 

11 
FATHER CASSO: The observation I was going to make, 

12 
• Unruh• was the 1'act that the frustrat1.onwe saw just a few 

13 
IJnOJ!Deilts ago is growing day in end day out. By the end of 

14 
esterday1a testimony we were pretty tired, but we bave to come 

with solutions. «.rhat is the reason for my questions. 
16 

CHAIRY..IAJ.~ SILI.AS: Thank you. 
17 

Mr. Glick. 
18 

MR. GLICK: Somewba.t s:lmilar to a question Father 
19 

sso has asked• 1t is clearly a dilemma, Senator 1'1ascone, who 

stified earlier this a....""ternoon. testified, and I am sure w1th 
21 

eat< • sincerity, the Democratic Party wants to b.e· a more 
220 .f.fective ln.strument :£or the Mexican-American people. Then 
23 

ere is the problem of reappo.-tionment. It is a very strong 
24 

lltical reality. Do you thlnk the problem might possibly be 
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dea1t with more ettective1y if the leadership o:t the Demo-
1 

crat.1.c Party' in California, acting through -the members o:t the 
2 

Legislature, :faced it head o:n and made a dec1s1on. i:t someone 
3 

d to go• that wou.1d just have to be d.anaT0 4 
MR. TJNRUB: Certainly it voul.d be better :tor the 

5 
l1Meat1.icae1BJ:Ji""!u::ii-American population insofar as the near .future is con-

6 
1iea:!'D.l!ld than probably insofar aa the long run 1s concenied, bu:t 

7 
:t just isn't going to happen. It just isn't going to happen 

8 
voul.d say. vi.tbout attempti:D.g to de.fend that, and I don't, 

9 
made a commitment duriDg the course of my campaign this year 

10 
t I would not sign a bil1• not that I am sure the Gover.nor 

11 
s the right or the necessity to sign a reapportionment bill. 

12 

0 
am inclined to believe Constitutionally it doem•t make a:n.y 

13 
:ferea.ce whether he signs it or not. 1be Congressiona1 man-

tes to the Legiala.ttrre ah.ow reapportionment and i:f they 
15 

cbieve the passage and the Governor vetoes 1.t, then it seems 
16 

me there is a grave Constitui;ional question as to whether 

:t veto is e:t'fective. I made a promise I would not sign a 

ill that did not adequate1y give representation and an e£fec­

:ve voice to the Mexican-American commtmity where it was dis­

inguisbable and possible to do tbat, which I suggest is Los 

0 I am not here today to de.tend what I tb1nk has ha.p­

din the past and what I think will happen 1n the .future. 

tell you tbat no one in the Legislature has tbat kind o:t 
25 
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autbor.ity and power, DO matter how power.tu]. he m.y be and no 
l 

m.tter llhat po,dticm he may occupy. When it comes to reap-
2 

partim:Dmt• you are talk1ng about a mBD' a political. :tuture 
3 

and not only his political future, but his politica1 ~ 
40 -

and his pollt.1cal ~e. No _man that I have known in politics 

that occupies political ott.1ce is wilJ:tng, ready and able to 
6 

lay clown h1a poll.ti.cal life to another pollticjan. or even, 
7 

for that matter, a group o~ peop1e, unless that happens to 
8 

pare.lle1 what his own politica1 good .fortunes woul.d dictate. 
9 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Montgomery. 

MR. MONMOMERY: Mr. Unruh, is this a .fair statement 
11 

that considering the atmosphere that we have 1n Sacramento to-
12 

day ~ a Republ..1can .A.dmin:hrtration, Democratic Legislature, it 
13 

is not JUre~ tbat as a resul.t o:t any reapportionment there 
l4 

would be such a drawing of J.1Jles to insure tbat a Mexican­

.American 1s elected i"rom that one district solel.y because he 
16 

1s Mexi.CSD-l.'hnerican? 
l'T 

MR. UHRUH: Not unl.ess he happens to be an incumbent 
18 

MR. MONTGOMERY: Thank you. 
l9 

MR. UNRUH: I£ you will remember, in 1965 we did bav♦ 

a Mexican-.Aaerican incumbent who voted :tor the 1965 reappor­
21 

ti.onment because it gave him what he thought, and what we 
220 thought-and I might say mistakenl.y--a relatively sate dis­

• 
23 

trict a Mexican-AmaricanoouJ.d be elected~. We did it, 
24 

iDcidentally, by .runn1ng over the wishes of Jack Fenton who 

https://power.tu
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:t reapportj.C'IIJnae:n't becau8e we ab1.tted about-.f'J.fteen or 

eigb:teen tbowm:ad Haxica:n-Aaerican voters into his district. 

It wouldn't make -.oh difference U there were 10 or l2 more 

Cbica:nos here. it vouJ.d be ditterent O?ll.y to this extent. 

ii.i-wwr would be incumbents and they' would be protecting the in-

llcumbem:ta. 

CHAIBMAH SII,IAS1 Mr. KiDg. 

MR. KING1 

or his candor. 

MR. lJNRUHi 

MR. XIHGt 

' 

I woul.d like to thank tbe :l.'OZ'lller speak.er 

It bas a1w.ys gotten ma in trouble. 

Bat I :find it re1realw3g. 

I tb;lnk there is more umier d.1scussi.on here than 

0 ff,1,,9;1!,.W~tive reapportionment, however, and that is the parties 

PIIDU!seJ.:ves and 'tba1r responsiveness in the party structure to 

c:b.icano. Wlla.t is the Democratic Party doing today to open 

cbannels :for the Chicano C'!omnm1ty :for representation in 

party's political activities? 
I 

MR. UNRUH: I really don't kn.aw because I don't 

111J3;,pose if' we polled the l.1 200 Democrats here at the state 

:o:::=::::ei;ition this week you wou1d :find more tban 50 o~ them who 

uld agree an wbo is the Democratic 1eader in this state at 

0 s point. I tb1nk. there is a growing awareness that there 

be a system. o:f compensatory politics, if you will. What 

were doing acme seven, eight, ten years ago :for the Blacks 

https://d.1scussi.on
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as ~er as seeking out and offering financial support, must 
l 

come about again insofar as the Chi.cano cen,u dates are con­
2 

cened. I am certa.inl.y aware ~ it and I have been aware of 
3 

-0 it, but I am not as dexterous 1n promoting it as I should have 
4 

been :tor same time. We did go through some o:t that the last 

time even thought the Democratic Party going into the 1 70 
6 

elect1.ons was bardl.y in a position to defend itself, much less 
7 

exercise itself in any positive reach. I tb1nk tbat has hap-
8 

9 
I wou1d suggest, if you are truly interested in 

equalizing the impact of any minori.ty. particularly when they 
11 

come :rrom the lower strata 01: the economic makeup o1: the state, 
12 

·:wouid do perhaps more by rendering obsolete the credible 
13 

impact o1: many in polltics than by anything e1se. It is reall 
14 

not so much the Mexican-American or Mack votes or other votes 

are not as important as or-~ taken for granted as is the fact 
16 

there is very 11ttle economic power in those ccmmnrn:f ties. 
17 

There are very :tfN Henry Salvatore's or Cs.rmen Morshaw or any 
18 

one e1se that come .from those areas. The impact of a person 
19 

who gives $95,000 to the Presidential campaign, you know and I 

know that this 1s vastl.y different. 
21 

I:t you really want to upgrade and equa1ize the impac 
220 a minority has in politics, then the single, most swiftest, 
23 

most decisive stroke you could strike would be to figure out 
24 

some way of ridding politics of the impact o~ money. 

https://minori.ty
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MR. lCll.h I .f'ind myself sitting here in the last 
1 

half' 1'IGw:- or so and getting rather 1ll at ease at the fact 
2 

Anglos are cmce again d1scoas1ng Chicano attaira. I +.b1nk we 
3 

haw seu 1n the last two days• as ve haYe over a J.ong period 
4 

of tillll• a gree:ter Sncl1naticm. en the part at the Cbicano 
' 

COIIIIUD.ity ncm 'to leave the Democratic Party and go to the Re-
6 

publ.1can Party. As a Republican, I am not too optimistic 
7 

about tbe opporbmities m the Republican Party ~or the Chi­
8 

canos. I tb5nk some ~ us in our own parties have had be.tt1es 
9 

too. I fee1 that the trend. is toward 1eav.ing the Democratic 

Party and going into another party. 
ll 

MR. UiiRUH: I tb:fnk perhaps worse than tbat is just 
12 

J.eaving the Democratic Party and ··go1ng nawhere, !!Ot even ~-....LI'. 

0 13 
not 8VIID participating at an. sort of com1Dg to a sullen rage 

14 
tbat may or -.y not express itself somewhere and generally 

doesn't express itself emeptti>.a.1urther drop out. If' you 
16 

take tbe gubernatorial turnout for the last 12 years, you will 
ff I 

.f'ind that comd..stently the turnout has dropped ~. I would 
18 

like to tb1nk 1.t 1a not because t.liet~.i.o.f ti:ie candidates 
19 

has dropped ott. Peop1e think the tb:Jng doem•t work 

and to some extent they are right. 
21 

Hl. KING: For the sake o.f' beating it to death• I 
220 wou1d like, ~ore we c1ose this, to take one more crack at 
23 

this reapport:t0Jlffl8Dt problem. I will ask you a rather per-
24 

sonal. question. U you bad to do the 1965 reapportionment ovelf 
i 

I 
I 
' 
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UQI!!.-...", would -there be some way you could :tind to provide 
1 

uO"l' 

0 

...ter representat.1on ~or the Chicano connmrn:lty? I think 
2 

t bears on what u going on today. Mr. Waxman was here 
5 

esterday and we got pretty much the same response. 
4 

MR. UNRUH: If I may answer that somewhat obliquely 

and not clear1y• I woul.d say if I was Governor, yes. If I 
6 

a member o:t the Legislature, nn. A member of the Legis­
7 

lature does not have that kind of impact nor does he have that 
8 

llk.i.nd o:t constituency. It takes statewide leadership to speak 
9 

ton this because there is where the votes are effective 

d where they co1.mt in ·a reasonable comparison. I wouJ.d say 
11 

gardless of what I might have liked to ba.ve done, tr..is was 
12 

ore we thought we were at least saving the-one Chicano seat 
13 

e had, and we did that by rm::ming over an AJ:Jgl.o, l'te thought 
14 

e were doing it. That didn't 'tlOrk out that way. I:f I could 

ve ~eached up somewhere else and done more, I woul.d nave. 
16 

might have possibly have talked to Ed Ell.1ott at that point
17 

urged him to w1thd.raw so we could have e1ected someone 
18 

om that district, but we did that the next year anyhow. We 
l9 

tched that district very care:t·ully in 1966 to make sure the 

IIDelllO(~tic Doudnee was going to be a Mexican-American. I 
21 

dn't participate in that primary because there were £our or 
220 ive there, all of whom 11ere friends o:f acquaintances of mine. 
23 

ie did watch it and polled it very carefully to malte sure 
24 

ere was not going to be an Anglo that came out of that pri-

https://llk.i.nd
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0 

0 

0 

mary. I would say I did about all I could as a legislator. 
1 

Aa a f)overnar. I tb:lnk the Governor could have done JDON and 
2 

should haft done m. 
3 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Mr. Unruh, I want to U.nk you 
4 

MR. mm.us, I am sorry I c!P 11-ted your audience. 
6 

We have a manner ~ c1earing an 
7 

audience. 
8 

I want to 1Dd1cate to you that :tor 'the last two 
9 

days tbe vitnaasea have held you up as a symbol of their 

:tru.str.ticms. I tb:lnk in all :tairness before you l.eave I 
11 

vant to give ,au th1a opportunity to mke 8J1Y fina1 stateamt 
12 

~oreyouleaTe. 
13 

MR. UNRUlu I• o:t course, have felt the ~ans 
14 -

tii my roll 1n the 1 61 reapportiomnent were very unfair. Once 

upon a time we had a Senator here 1n these baJ J s by the name 
16 
~ George M:IJJer, Jr. At one time a young Assemblyman brought 

17 
an appropriation request ~ore his Com1:ttee for $150•000 

18 
aDd the Rul.es Cnmittee cut J.t down to $5,000. The Assembly­

19 
man said, "Senator. that .is not :ta.ir. n Senator Miller took 

the rule book and said, "Show me in there where it says you 
2Jl 

have got to be fair." So I have 1ear.ned not to expect ;tair­
22 

naaa in tbe polltica.1 arena. 
23 

I will say• however, many frustrated people are ex­
24 

tr-J.y ditticuJ.t to deal. With OD the basis o;t ra.tionallty. 
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I have 1'oun.d. this inso:tar as students are concerned. I have 
l 

f'O\md 1.t :Insofar as many other peopl.e are ccmcemed. They 
2 

f'ee1 the need :!or changes in society. They are by and J.arge 
3 

extremel.y poor students of recent history. Everytime I go 
4 

somewhere, I am always accused of having been a speaker in 

tbe 1961 reapportiomnent. When it took place, I vas not. I 
6 

not Chairman of the Reapportionment Committee. I was ,
7 

Chairman 0£ the Ways and Means Committee. I was Clily one vote 
8 

on tbat reapportionment ...matter,t which incidentally saw every 
9 

HDe~:ra::t in the House voting f'or it, incl.ud1ng minority Demo-

and the majority o:r the Republicans.
11 

In 1965,. as I said, I don't think-we bad any basis 
12 

or what we did do during that which resul.ted .in one safe 
13 

exican-American seat. But for the unfortunate J.andslide of: 
14 

ona.ld Reagan, I think it would have result-ed in two and quite 

ossibly three. We now have two back in the Assembly again. 
16 

e have been ab1e to maintain a Mexican-American Congressman 
17 

ll of' this time .out of' the 1961 reapportionment and to s9cure 
18 

t district 1n the 1965 reapportionment.
19 

I think if anyone cared to examjne the record you 

1d I have made, or the efforts I have made in attempting to 
21 

u.pport the Mexioa.n-.American candidates in the la::;t 10 years, 

ey woul.d find it unparall.ed by the e:f'fo~s of any other 
23 

11tician of either party. I do expect. as I said, any fair-

ess in that situation, any more than. I might in some othel.. 
•l 
I 
l-
1• 
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situations. I do believe, however, tbat is one th1ng that is 
l 

overl.ook.ed. in.what 1a going on now. You cann.ot just :form al-
2 

liances i:t there .1s a necessity to kick your c1osest .friend 1n 
3 

the teeth and to prove you are independent by ~irst repudia:t;ng
0 4 

those people who are closest to helping you, who have helped 

some, and perhaps not enough, that the road 1s a bl.eak one in 
6 

the .future because those alliances must be made by any minority 
7 

group. No minority group is ever going to be island 1.mto it-
8 

self. If he were, then they would be absolutely,.:.total.ly!S+Id 
9 

completely impudent when it came to passing the legislatic::... 

Securing the job in politics is not what politics ought to be 
11 

bout. Simply getting elected and staying elected ought not 
12 

be the Nee or David • It ought· not to be our sole reasa 
130 or rmm1Dg for ottice or cont:tmdng to occupy that office. 
14 

imply getting three or :four more Chicanos is the purpose, wi 

re~erence to this social legislation, that will make the :to 
16 

:r those other 900,000 Chicanos who aren't .fortunate enough to -
17 

the three or four elected officials that result :from a bette 
j 18 

eapportionment, then the lot o:r three or four Chicanos might 
19 

improved, but the lot o:f 900.uOO_ may well go even .further 

21 
CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Thank you very much. 

0 
22 

Our next scheduled witness is Ann Ramirez. 
23 

MRS. RAMIREZ: I said .five minutes am I tbink that 
24 

s one o~ the reasons why I have bad the opportunity to speak. 

https://overl.ook.ed
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ft -.y ran 1Dto a1x or seven mimltes• 'bu:t I vil.J. proceed. 

:r.trat ~ all, I 'tbs1nk we haw heard e.ough ~rt.J.:mmnt 
2 

tbl Jall't caup1e ar days to tell ua about "the a11em.t1on ~ the• 
l 

3 

peopl.e. I had prepared arigSnsJJi- same other iDtOJ.WLt:Lon,

0 4 

I :t..i it has bee :repeated quite a bit b.r previous speakers. 

So I 'took it upcm mysell -to change what :r: or1,g1naJly prepared. 
6 

I requested inf'ormation boping to :tind out more 
7 

about tbe status o:t the Chicano in Cel 1.forma. I requested 
8 

in:torma:tion :tram the Library ~ Congress relatizlg to etbn~ c 
9 

groups 1n the state of Calltornia, popula:tJ.cm. information m:ad 

so on. I :toUJld. out the 1:rl:tormation that was aftilable was 
ll 

very, very limited. I think we have heard that mentioned ove 
12 

end aver again, the JJ.ai:tation ~ the information available 
13 

relatiDg to the Mexican-American. I did find. some information 
14 

and this I would like to present today. 

Be:tore I go into that• I would llke to mention that 
16 

when there is an 1JJness o:t a mental. nature, quite o.f'ten a 
l7 

psychiatrist wm use the techn1que o:t regressing to try and 
18 

f'ind out where the trouble began. What has happened to this 
19 

bJJMn. being7 I tb1nk this is what we have to ask ourae1ves 

today. I think we have to let people know what di.d happen to 
21 

the Chicano. I tb1Dk since we are not in mmbers and legis-
22 

1ators, we have to be in numbers as educators. 

•
0 23 

I would like to mention first th1a publication which 
24 

.is ent:1.1:1.ed "Cali:tornte. .4Jmamca and which goes into quite a 

https://ent:1.1:1.ed
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'bit o:t detail in each chapter according to populati.on, geo1ogyl
1 

IID4 the various ditterent th1ngs tbat go into the composition • 
2 

ar tbe state ~ Cal1:tl\'ft11a. r 
3 

Ona~ the 
, 

1;b1DgS that was aenti.oned.. am~ the sec-C 4 
ti.oms was cunt.ributicms of etbn1c groups. It does mentj.on the 

5 
earl.y uttl.e1Bent in Cel1fomia ~ IncUans and Spanish peop1e, 

6 
133,000 IncUens to be exact. This was tbe beg1nn1ng populati 

7 
o:t the state of Csl1f'U"Dia. It does ~:.il!tntion. because the 

8 
historians haw not written of various m:lnorities in the state 

9 
there is very little information availabl.e as to their specifi 

10 
cc:mtri.butions. What .1s mentioned here in this publ,ication. is 

11 
called the Mezican or Hispanic period. It begins with the 

12 
colon1z1ng o:t cal1:r,m:i1a. the :first settl.ement in l.969 o:t wha

0 13 
is now called San Diego. It mentiona who this was done by. 

14 
It also goes into the detail that Los Ange1es, the most famous 

15 
~ all the Spen:Iah towns, was .founded in 1781 by :Parn1 J1'ts o:t 

16 
mostl.y a mixture oZ Inii:!sn am Rpan1sh. It al.so mentions tlu.s 

l'T 
very same population mixture was evideJit in the f01md:l:ng of 

18 
the City o:t San Jose, California's oldest civil town. 

19 
We must al.so remember that during 'the period men­

20 
tioned here as "the l-'exioan Period in cal.Uorm.a," we are 

21 
really talking about the time when Southern Cal1forn.ia was the 

220 northern part of Mexico. So 1et's not forget that. 

Die Mllx1can Period is termed here as the period be-
24 

tween 1821 and 1848. One of the tb1ngs we don't hear too mucll1 
~ i 

I 

i 
! 
i 
t 

https://Cal1forn.ia
https://mentj.on
https://populati.on


494 

bout today is what did happen in 1848, the time o£ the 
1 

!gn1:ng of the ~ty of G_uadalupe Hidalgo , it mentions in 
2 

s publication the ~ct that m 1841 and bear in mind I 

1gure:;this to be approxima~ the time o.f my great grand-0 4_ 
tb.er-that Americans from the Mississippi Valley illegally 

5 
,i.wll,l,,l,,f;;.a.ted to Cal1form.a tm.til J.ts conquest 1n 184£> by tbe 

6 
tad States. OVerland migre.nts settJ.ed in the area of the 

7 
~Lcr.EUll~o Valley. nus was an area tbat had not been populat­

e 
too much by the Spaniards and the Mexicans. These illegal 

9 
~.!iriii..-&,a.,-QM.:ts, and I am. quoting from this, were unhappy with the 

10. 
olltica1 cODd.1.tions o:f Mexican cal..ifornia.Be:lng fearful they 

11 
tf-11-,!s,a.&" be deported, they proclaimed this area, revol.ted against 

• 
12 

IJ'Ie:X1.C~, and procl.aimed the area o~ Northern Cal;1:tQrn1a as the 
13 

•~•,,. Flag Republiq. It was the United States Navy )rho con-
14 

uered r-aJ ift>rnia. :Crom the lY',extcans in 1846. I will quote 
15 

ill., "With this first peaceful. conquest by Commodore John 
16 

• S1oat, the Ameri.can Period o.f' ca1;t.om1a was begLm." 
17 

I'd like to ask here when you take over a people and 

I have never seen it to be peace.ful.. With the end 

:r that sentence,. that terminates what is known as the ?~xican 

21 
In 1848 with the signing of the 1lrea.ty o.f Guadalupe 

the treaty guaranteed all the rights of American citi­

ens to the peop1e who .:chose or would choose to continue 

:ving here in C.SJ1for.nia.. All of those rights were guaranteed 
25 

https://1lrea.ty
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by that treaty. Immed.iatel.y upon the implementation of the 
l 

first CoDstitutioa of the State ~ CeJ :I tfU'Dia-I might say he 
2 

tbat the first Ccmst:l.tution ~ tbe state ~ Calitor.nia was 
3 

0 4 
document was one of the persons working on the drafting oz tbs: 

Cons'litution happened to be :married to a Span1sb woman and 
6 

rather tban to haw to interpret everytbil:>g .tor his in-laws, 
7 

he made the suggestion there be a state trand.ator. Because 
8 

of t.bis, we were fortunate in having the .tirst Cal :J fornia 
9 

Co.natitution as a bilingual. document which meant that all of­

ficial publications were then printed. in Spanish and English. 
11 

Dis went on for a period of 30 years, at wb1ch time 
12 

the control. of the state goverm.ent, being all Engl :S ah speak-
130 1ng, f'el.t there was no need to spend this UN1\Jl money. There­
14 

on•. they el1m:lnated tlle position of state 'translator at the 

1me the Constitution was revised 30 years later. By el1m1:nat-
16 

the position. of course, they cut of£ all comnnm:leation 
17 

:th the Span:Jsh speaking oormmm;tU.Os. I t.h1nk we have to 
I 18 

ll:>Al:!tr that in mind when we talk about what we are doing today. 
19 

e have to understand what happened yesterday 1n order to bet-

r plan for tom.or.row. 
21 

I bave been hearing about statistics not being avail-
220 b1e, which .1s another thing which bothers us quite a Mt. I 
23 

u1d llke to mention tbat in doing a little bJ.t of research I 
24 

otmd tbat as of April 1960 the total white population in the 

https://oormmm;tU.Os
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State of Cal 1tarma was 92 per cent. The ~n:I sh surname 
1 

popala:ti.an,•:illbi.cb J.s included in the 92 per oat, was 9.l per
2 

cent. In July J.967, there was an increase o~ 2 per cent to 
3 

11.1 per cent of Spanish sumame populaticmo '111s was 1n 1~70 -4 

and the preiibus f'igures were 1960. I would like to point out 

that these :tigurea reflect tbat the total population o£ s1,ICW~• 

6 

surmune peop1e .1n California was larger than all other ethnic 
7 

groups put together. Tb.is inf'ormatian is taken :trom the 
8 

ca11:tom1a state Department of Finance, the Revenue and 
9 

Management A.genc:y, Financia1 aDd Population Research Section. 

I point tbat out because I feel tbat J.s BO important. that 
11 

when people want to do sometb1ng they can. dO it, noticing that 
12 

it comes trom the Department of Finance, Revenue Section. 
13 

•Naturally we are taxed. They have to lmow where we are at. 
l4 

Whil-e these :tigures ind1ca'ted the Mexican-American 

population was the largest percentage of all other minorities 
.l6 

put together, it was J..arger than any other groups put to­
17 

gether, yet we are still ignored. 
l8 

1hia comes down to another exampJ.e. Take the De 
19 

ment of Motor Vehicles. I understand-I don't 1mderstand. I 
' 

Im.ow f'or a f'act-tbat information gathered by tbe Department i
i 

21 I 
I 

of Motor Vehicles by applicants for a license is available for· 

0 22 
sa1e. People who are 1n business, whether :tor the sake of 

23 
real. estate. insurance, or whatever, can utilize th1a in:f'or­

24 
,, a.ticm. 1'hey purchase it at a pretty reasonab1e price from 

https://popala:ti.an,�:illbi.cb
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State of C>IJ1fornia. If they are able to purchase this 
1 

orma.1:1on in order to expand their businesses, why hasn't 
2. 

state ~ Celitornia been·.nt>ae to properJ.y identify the 
3 

Or do they real.1y want to?·O 4 
I would now like to mention a couple o~ things tri..a.t 

would like to put in terms of recommendations. I have heard 
6 

eople say you cannot legislate attitudes. Therefore, we must 
7 

ind some means ot making our legislators responsive to the 
8 

eeds of the Chicanos. One of the :first things woul.d be the 
9 

ncouragement of biligua].ism throughout t..lie State of Call.f'ornia 

t every level of government. This coul.d be done by the re­
11 

tement of a state translator who could then provide 
12 

.f.ficial publications and official. information .for all of the 
130 

speakine population in the State of California. 
14 

The second thing wouJ.d be that we have to insist 

e history of California and the contribution of the Chicano 
16 

I think this 1s ·what we must do as 
17 

ucators of" the legislators. The legislators do not really 
I 18 

I really sincerely .feeJ. they don't know the history of 
l9 

e Chicano and they don't know the contributions so how can 

·1ey respond to anything when, you know, they have never been 
21 

Chicano themseJ.ves. 
220 I wouJ.d suggest they might begin by reading the 
23 

"North of Mexican by f.i.ir. 1-lilliams. It would be a very 
24 

ood introduction. 
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~ next t'h1ng we must do is give the Chicano his 

You know he has been stripped o~ tbat l.ong enough• 
2 

mat be reoogn2 Md as a 100 per cent bllitfln being that has a• 
l 

3 . 
11caa.i.ribution to ake .1n two l.anguages. He rJSt be allowed to0 4 

tilis. flle taacb1ng of tbe Chicano cu1'tm-e shouJ.d be done 

qua11:tied instructors in all of our schools. When I say 
6 . 

nqualilied instructors", I don't mean someone who might have 
7 

isited Mexico on a weekend. I mean using people at the com­
8 

,......,........ty level. to bring this in. Quit treating our heritage as 
9 

a qua.int foreign cuJ.ture 11 • We are sick of tbat. We are here, 

11 
F:lnalJy. I tb:ink we have to shift the burden of as-

12 
1mlation where it be1ongs. !rbat is, we are often told over 

13 
over again, well, as soon as you can compete, you lmow, you 

14 
get part of the action. We1l, it should be the other way 

la.&.,UIY.LI~. The burden of assimilation shou1d be on the Engl 1sh 
16 

peaking cnmunrn!ty. They are the conquerors. It is their 
17 

bllgation to learn how to as~1ro1late wit.bin a conmnmity that 
18 

s Spanish speaking. 
19 

Another tb1ng we mu.st clarify is the contusion o:C 

oya.lties, that is, cu1tural loyal.ty" as opposed to polltica1 
21 

oyal.ty. EV'erytim.e you hear a Chicano speak .1n Spanish, he 
220 ts accused of nationalism, being unpatriotic or whatever. It 
23 

is only because, I think, the monoligual. COJ?llDm:lt.y does not 
24 

11uzi1C1enritazi.a the speak1:ng of Spanish. The every-day living as a 

https://loyal.ty
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part o~ a culture has no real. sign1f1cance to a politica1 
1 

loyal:ty. Ratbar tb1a is his every-day habits. This 1a the 
2 

wy his ~mtJy liwa. ~ore, 'there· has to be a claril1ca­

t1cm that becauH he does speak Speni•h, 'tb\t doea not mean 
4 

he is d1s1oya1. !'bat• o:f course. could be prcmm by the 

statistics ~ the number of Mexican-Americans who have given 
6 

their lives, the highest percentage~ BJJiY ettm1c group in 
7 

this nation in terms o~ ,®r. populaticm. So when you talk a 
8 -

not being J.oya].. lAt's understand vbat we are ta1k:fng about. 
9 

I would like to menti.on one other reecPIDW'\dation and 

that is we mu.st take it upon ourselves to vJ.sit every legislat 
11 

and ask him_!l& he_~ go~ to~,~ the.:..~oyment ai~­
12 

tion within tbe 1eg1sJat1ve arena relating to the Chicano. I 
13 

was really 1Iillbergasted when I heard the preaentati.on of the 
14 

yo,mg man who gave tba emp].oyment figures. I took it upon my­

self to visit an Assemb1yman today and present this prob1em to 
16 -

him. His reaction was. "Gee, I wasn't even aware of that." I 
l'T 

bet then will be dozens who will respond this way. 
18 

My l}eXt question waa. "How tba.t you knoll7 about it, 
19 

what are you goiDg to do about it?" So he has com1tted bila­

ael:t to hire a Chicano 1n time ~or tbe sumroer. I tb1Dk we 
21 

could certainl.y begin there. Let's keep 1D m1Dd that it is 
22 

a two-way street. The 1egislators and the pabllc offi.cial.s 
23 

ha.ye a lot o;t 1e~ to do. We have 1eaming to do also in 
24 

the area of polit1ca1 teclm1ques, how the wheel tams. bow tbe 
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system works so we can utilize it. That is what we must learn 

• l 
do and then utilize it. 

2 
On the other hand, the immediate tb1ng is :for our 

3 
J.egislators and public of'!icial.s to 1earn to be :responsive to 

40 
Chicano. The cmJ.y way he can do this is by the Chicano 

insisting that public officials respond to the need. go to thes 
6 

legislators and insist that they listen to you. If' they don1 t 
7 

listen the first time, go back again, and U they don't listen, 
8 -

•t reelect them. 
9 

I believe this is all I have to present today. Thank 

:for this opportunity. 
ll 

FATHER CASSO: Thank you, Mrs. ~z. 
l2 

CHA.IRMAN SILLAS: OUr next witness is Mr. cano. 
13 

MR. CAHO: Mr. Chairman and Members of the Comm1s-
14 

ion. 

My topic is the Disen:f'ranch1sment and Negative Image. 
16 

The Mexican-American has been denied political par­
17 

icipation an numerous levels in the state of Celi:fornia. One 
18 

o:f the most critical. determinant factors in the assjm1Jation 
19 

of the Mexican-American into the mainstream of the political. 

arena 1s access to the entry J.evel. o.f politics; election to 
21 

city office. 
22 

0 With a population of l.ll,000, 86 per cent o:.t which 

• 
23 

is Mexican-American, the unincorporated area o:f F.ast Los 
24 

Angel.es is a singular case in point. 

https://Angel.es
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1'he Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors is the 
l 

jur1sdictional. agency o:t East Los Angel.es, and, in effect, 
2 

comprises the City Comlcll, tbe Mayor's ~.ice and the Hnrnan 
5 

Relations Connis~ion ~or t1le area. A11 this cm top of the 
40 

operational. dutl.es ~or the entire County o:t Los Angeles. 

6 

'rhus, the Mex1 rican populatio!1 of East Los:; 
7 

Allge1es is truly d1 sentranchised, the entry to political. 
8 

participation is closed• .And, considering the obstacles con-
9 

.fronting the Mexi.cana-Amer.ican who aspires to public office, 
10 

tbis considere.tic;m is a major one, with far-ru.ch:fng implica­
11 

tions :tor the Mexican-American population across the state. 
12 

The prob1em of lack o~ incorporation is a loca1 one, 
130 true enough.. It cannot be dealt with on the state level. But 
14 

sometb1ng can be done to offset the sJ.tuaticm 1n order that 
15 

the Mexican-American can participate 1n the decision mak:lng. 
16 

.J.7 
CaJUornia bas been eUectively deterred from the capabilities 

18 
for bloc YOting. through d1v.1ding the barrio into several 

19 I 
ditterent districts• each a part of a larger and more etlmical-j· 

20 I 
ly diverse district. 

21 
'J'ak1ng this into consideration, a1ong with the pre­

0 
22 

viousl.y described. socio-economic deterrents encotmterad by the 
23 

aspiring Chicano politician, it. becomes eminent1y clear that 
24 

without :nassive reZorm the level of participation will either 
25 

https://Angel.es
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or re.ma :fn constant. 
l 

A sol.uti.on? Perhaps. 
2 

East Los Angeles, again only an e:mmp1.e, could per­
3 

ps be diverted. 1:111ts enUrety to one Aasembl.y District, or_ 
40 -

Congresaioml. District, thus at least openi:Dg up the pos-

bility of a Chicano success£ull.y campaigning :tor public o:l­
6 

ice. 
7 

Let us now adqress ourselves to the question o:t 
8 

9 
In seeking politica.1 representation. tbe Mexican­

ican is handicapped from su.ccessful.ly gahting any office 
ll 

use o:l the image he is saddl.ed with from birth. The 
12 

~m1sh sm:,:mme immediately brings forth a stereotyped image 
13 

most of the voting white majority that helps to defeat any 
14 

w,a.ii..a..i...,,._te at the local, state, county or even congressiom.1 

eve1 of e1ect.1.ve office. 
16 

Most of this is due to the negative, stereotyped
17 

~"'l!5,v as depicted in the m.ovies, radio, tel.evision and the 
18 

1.9 

In his paper, "How Advertisers Promote Racism," 

21 

tion that .is carried to the public leads to a misconception
22 

0 :l what a Mexican-American is and how he cts. 

• 
23 

TV commercials and magazine advertisments of the 
24 

~ referred to symbolically rea.:f'f'irm the inferior social 

https://e1ect.1.ve
https://saddl.ed
https://su.ccessful.ly
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status o~ Mexicans and the Mexican-American in the eues of the 
1 

udience. Emgprated Mexican racial and cu:Ltural. character-
2 

ist.ics, together with some outright misconceptions ccmcerni.Dg 

suggest to the audience tbat 0 sucu pe'9l)le"
0 4 

and thieving, who want what the Anglos can 
5 

:ve by virtue of the supposeclly Allglo superior taste and 
6 

7 
Some advertisers are creating, in many cases, un­

8 
avorabl.e racial and cu1tural stereotypes 1n m:fnris that pre­

9 
iously d1.d not harbor them. Add to this tbe power of sugges-

10 
on and the~ of superiority that .is aroused when 

ll 
other group is portre.y-ed as in:rerior. Then the resu1t of 

l2 
115\Xm an insi.dious combination o~ forces might be the expecta-

13u ion1 sprinkl.ed with some desire.~ perceiving the ethnic 

up as having many inferior trai.ts, the worst one being that 
15 

they are what they are." 'Whether or not this prejudice was 
16 

blirn:fnal or environmental, learned through advertising or 

11:la:lM!D.:ts. the ef:tect is i:t1roiJar. Even less prejudiced parents 

not equipped to counter the steady and subtle bombardment 

:t prejudic.i.a.J. suggestions that advertisers convenientl.y com­

lf&IWA,.r..cate to the chil.dren, who carry these images o:f an ethnic 

,.,.,...-wTn through their lives, and into the votillg booths. These 

0 ~~ advertisers wouJ.d not attempt to display a Black man or 

l',IOinan over the mass media in a prejudiced, stereotyped fashion 

et these same advertisers dare to transi'er these caricatures 
25 

https://sprinkl.ed
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upon the Mexican-Americans. 
1 

~ movie industry through the years has depicted 
2 

tbe peop1e or Indo-H1span1c background• as powerless and in­
3 

competent. atten they are depicted. at the bottom of the 

0 4 
economic ladder, in demean1ng, abusive and unreallst1c roles 

5 
who usuaJ.zy can•t even speak the Engliab. language. They do 

6 
this under the guise that the role has to be 'believed by the 

7 
public who attend these movies, but the time has come to ques­

8 
tion whether 1:be public believes all Hexioan• are cast in the 

9 
roles 1n naJ. life, or vhether the movies have led the public 

10 
to believe this. If the industry can't cas~ a yomig, good 

11 
look1:ng articulate Men can 1n the role~ a college 

12 
pro:tesaor who is also President of the aeccmd largest school 

13 -
board 1n the United states, reasoning tbat •:rt isn't Bel.ieva II I 

14 
we have anly to produce Dr. J11l ian Nava• a ~essor at the 

15 
San Fernando Valley state College who is President of the IDs 

16 
lmge1es Board of :Education.. Roles in movies can be based on 

17 
.:tact. because real. 11:Ce can produce these peopl.e1 but the 

18 
movies do not depict them on the screen. 

19 
!ale caricature o~ the Indo-H1spanic created by 

20 
tel.evisicm and movies has bad an aci'verse ettect on the MexiCBIJi.-. 

21 
American child. 

0 
22 

Dr. Martinez, in the Department ~ Sociology at 
23 

stan:rord University. bad 12 Chicano children :reng1ng in ages 
24 

:0:-om 9 to 10 drew pictures o.f themse1ves. Eleven~ the twelv ~~;;: 
~ I

l 
i 

https://peopl.e1
https://usuaJ.zy
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,~....dren drew pictures of themselves having b1ond hair and 
l 

11,J.1,.UG fV98• When Dr. Martinez had these same cb.1ldren draw a 
2 

1.cture ~ a Mex:Lcan. nine o:t the twelve drew pictures o:! a 

lhmll'llcter with a big moustache, a sombrero. and a dirty un-_
0 4 

ven .tace. This would 1ead one to believe that even a 

••-..i..1.•can-American would have dif.ficul.ty voting for someone 
6 

like tbat",. to represent the public in ottice, because "he 
7 

oesn•t .fit the picture or image of what an elected o.f.ficial 
8 

9 
Add to this the :fact that every city council at the 

ocal leve1 has to have balance because, "We already have one 
11 

can-, ican to serve their interests" is never equated 
12 

th "We already have one businessman to represent their in­
130 erestsn, which sets up a double standard when voting ~or 
14 

11.1w.1~c o.f.fiee. 

In his paper presented to the M.AA. Southwest Counci1 
16 

eting last year, "Advertising and the Fl8Xican-American Con­
17 

umer. 11 Dr. Donald L. Canter. Vice-president o! Marketing 
18 

rvices at Carson-Roberts and an Adjunct Associate Professor 
19 

t the 'University o! -Southern Calif"ornia wrote, "The image is 

schizoid one; on one hand, the mass media, books, cinema, 
21 

1evision and even the elementary school text books, portray 
22 

0 ~...,,,·,cans as benign, shift1ess, sweet peasant-type peop1e, \'lho 
23 

devout and trustworthy; but other portrayaJ.s in the organs 
24 

:t mass media depict the Mexicans as villainous characters w1 

https://dif.ficul.ty
https://11,J.1,.UG
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sh1f'ty eyes and crjm1na1 proclivities.".l 
!rhere are some gains being made 1n tbe mass media. 

2 
Some Loa Angeles newspapers 1n recent years have begun to 

3 
car.ry art1cl.es on the problems. programs and successful. Maxi_ 

4 
Americans in .rront page artic1es that are b1gb]y read by the 

public. 
6 

And KNBC, Cbannel. 4. which covers a mass area from 
7 

Santa Barbara to San D.1.ego, is doing sometb1ng positive in the 
8 

employment field and helping to improve the image of the 
9 

Mex:I can commtm.ity. They were the .first station in the nation 

to ban the "Frito Bandito" advertising 1n both local and net­
ll 

work advertising. Their minority population during the last 
12 

year averaged over 20 per cent of their empl.oyees, as a result 
13 

of an active attirmative action program. KABC .in Los Angeles 
14 

recentiy promoted a Mexican-American as Director of Employ­

ment. The American Broadcastirtg Company and. KNrl have also 
16 

instigated some minority recruitment programs. Th.ls is one 
17 

of the keys to the broadcast and print media• to have repre­
18 

sentation of tbe minority conmnmity as employees working for 
19 

the television, movi.es, radio and print media so that a firm 

can be aware of attitudes and projects within the comunm!+.y. 
2l. 

In that way the programming, advert.ising and news coverage on 
22 

television. the .teature storys m the print media and the 
23 

scripts :tor movies can reflect the life sj;yle and proper image 
24 

of the Mex1 ican. 

https://art1cl.es


Die question of image as depicted in the mass media, 
l 

has become an important project in the Loa .lrapl.es area. In­
2 

diYidmls are attempting to improve that 1:map by changing the 

1D:terior rol.ea aa 'they have been portrayed 1n .ones and 't-e1~ 

0 4 

Foremost amoDg these are Ray Andrade, Ricado Monta1 , 
6 

as well as Bill Dana, who gave up a stereotyed character ro1e 
7 

he bad been famous ~or. 
8 

In concl.usion, let me paint a picture 1n your m1nds 
9 

0:L the inevitable evenual.ity that will. take place, and does 
10 

take place, with :trighten1ng regularity even aow. 
11 

Citizen nxn walks into the pol.ling booth and sees 
12 

the two candidates, onew:lal typica1 Ang1o surmme such as 
l30 Jones, naturally fiaDked by the magic word inoumbent, the 
14 

other a Rpan1sb surname such as Lopez. Now, 1neg1n~ the 
15 -·· 

pictures 1:bat nash in the voter• s mind. 
16 

Jones. b•n1ra@1n, positive, intelligent, witty, re­
rr 

spectabl.e, competent, he wil1 protect my interests, reaponsi­
18 

b1e, has credibility and connections, politi~y astute, 
l9 

sophisticated.. 
20 

Lopez, no hesitation, lazy. incompetent, is using 
21 

ethm.c background to gain accepts.nee, not rel.ying on personal 

quaJ1:f1cat1ons, irresponsible, mllitant,.coul.dn't possib1yo. 22 

23 
protect my interests, not too smart. 

24 
Automatically, almost refiexive1y, 

25 
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the 081"d. Jl8Xt to the incumbent Mr. Jones. He walks out 
l 

tb1:aJdng he baa contributed to the "best of all possibJ.e 
2 

3 
w., once aga1n, the door to political participation 

40 -
or the Lopez's 0£ CaJ:tfornia, indeed of the nation, 1s sum-

ily and irrevocably shut. 
6 

'J!bank you. 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: An:y questions f"rom the Board? 
8 

FMXBR CASSO: No. 
9 

MR. GLICK: No. 

MR. GABOURIE: No. 
u 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: Dur next speaker is Sid Molina. 
12 

MR. MOLINA: I work for the City of Las Angeles. I 
13 

sorry, but we just new in a little while ago. The reason 
14 

I came was I was very, very disgusted, first, you talk 

represents.ti.on of the Mex1 rican. What is this 
16 

;;::!vi.iw"~ssion really going to do for the Mexican-American? 
17 

You say you want the Mexican-Americans involved in 
18 

olltics. l'le have a fellow who flew 1n with us today. His 
19 

lllaJDB 1s Dave Boubion • He is 1'1mn1ng for the School Board. 

tried to get an endorsement t'rom some other groups. 1his 
21 

the slate they have already put up. They told him point 
22 

, nNo, you. cannot nm for this off'ice. 11 Be must run0.. 23 

• 
gs.inst another Mexican-American• 

24 
No. 2, when we talk about the Mexican-American in-

https://off'ice.11
https://represents.ti.on
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vo1vement in organ1zed 1abor--I will give an. aamp'te, myself. 
l 

I J:ave been imol.ved in labor since I was 18 years old. I am 
2 

36 years o1d. I was the ~1rst Mexican-rAmer.ican to amt up 
3 

General Motors. Dl1s was back 1n 1952. I am now a deJ.egate

0 4 
to the Federation of Labor. 

About .tour years ago I had a big nm·i m .1'1th~."the 
6 

Federation of Labor because I hollered at them and pointed out 
7 

where are the Mexican-luneri.cans that are supposed to be in the 
8 . 

top offices o.t organized labor. 'l'hey said they didn't lmve 
9 

arq qual 1ti.ad Mexicans. I said, "Sure we do• we have_ plenty 

of Mencans. 11 So all of a sudden they organized the Mexican­
11 

American Council. fllis is when some of us were very disgusted 
12 

and we organized another or-pn1 w,i;ion called the Mexican­
130 .American Labor Council. Due to the pressure ve Pl,lt out. we 
14 

got ems Mexican to work with the Federation ~ Labor and his 

Il8ID8 .is ~,·:::.::::.:1:::::. 

16 
It you want to really hel.p the Mexican-.AmerJcan, 

L7 
1et's .1ncorporate the rest of East Los Angeles into the City o 

18 
Los ADgeles. Many 0£ the politicians are out there tslk1ng 

l9 
to some of the so-cal Jed. Mexican :leaders and telJ1ng them poin: 

blank you could incorporate and have your own llttie city. 
21 

This is a mockery. We know the Mexi.can-Ameri.can will never be 

0 
22 

able to incorporate East Los .Ange1es into a city .tor tbemSA1ve 
23 

because this 1s impossible. 
24 

Now. Bo. 2, we have the ">Federation o.t Labor and 



!,.LU 

111¥1"1i'laTI labor tiana tbat turn around and p1a,se.1D.st the 

• 1. 
lfle:11C1&111-Aller.LC8rt1 001NN,nity when they wanted to incorporate 

2 
t into t.be rest~ the City of Los Angeles. nie onl.y tb:lng 

3 
~-i. and. I be.Ye been involved in politics. like I say, t'~

0 4 
long time, U you want to help the Mexican-American, let•s 

6 
um:or"DOZ•te tbe rut ~ .East Los .A:ngeles,.i..i.•eetf:you:;cantgtve 

6 
couple~ councilatic sea.ts to them, a couple of Assembly 

7 
ts. a coupl.e of Congressmen and not just go around and tell 

8 
ttb.Etm we are go.tng to cut up a couple of.. spec:1al..;;"clis:b:91Qts for 

9 

10 
~s is what disgusts me and I came down today to 

11 
ind out that part o£ the 48th Assembl.y District will be 

12 
lebom>ed u;p. Ve have B1gbland Park now where Mr. Sillas lives 

•13 
I live down there. Half o:t that area will go into the 

14 
:th Assembly District and the other ha1f' will go in the 

15 
• You are talking about Lincoln Heights and El Cerito 

16 

If you are tr,ying to help a Mexi~ican, help 

• Don't take things away from him. You !lave Lincoln 

eights, you have El Cerito, you bave CypnmBPark. you bave 

gion Valley and you have part o~ that aa.-ea which ~s very 

avy Mexican-American. They say go into the Silver lake 

0 istrict and you find that you have many people :.f'rom South 

• IAmlll'l"'i,can in that district. You go into the area of Ho1ywood 

d you find~ CubaDS llv.tng in that area. Why turn around 
25 

https://p1a,se.1D.st
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l 

2 

and try and cut a d1.strict like this in hal.:f" to secure it for 

one Maioan-American in the district. You are not he1ping 

Amer:tcens who are qual1tted and you try and run them for~-.
0 4 

.fice, they try to go on their own. The .first tb1ng Democrats 

or Republicans wm do, they will. pay a Mexican .fellow a cer­
6 

tain amount of money so he can run and pay his ~lling :tees, 
7 

get him to run, then seml. him on a trip and just put out a 
8 

couple o.t bumper stJ.ckers. This has been done in the past 
9 

d I guess it will a1ways be done. 

I tb1nk the time has come .tor some o:t the other 
11 

12 
•~-era to really speak out on this thing. Nov 1s the time fo 

130 Democratic Party in this day and age right now to try and 
14 

p us and really try and give us our place in the sun. 

Thank you. 
16 

CHAIRMAN SILLAS: 'rbenk you. 
17 

For the record, written reports have been submiti;ed 
18 

will be received from Senator A1an Cranston and COngressman 
19 

aoyball • It is anticipated written reports will be coming 

m A1ex· Preaia. I a1so want to indicate .tor the record that 
21 .. 

ontact was made with tbe Governor's office and with the state 
22 

0 HDemoc::ra:tic Central Committee to have representatives here to 
23 

IISJ>t9Sk on bebal f' of both o.f those of.fices. Both offices de-
24 
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Ona of the tb1ngs tbat occ:.u:t.2red yesterday was a re­
l 

quest by tbe atatt w obtain i:nt'omation pertain1r.,g to the 
2 

nnm'.Mr ~ Mex:l.cerr,Aller.icaDa preaen1:l.y' employed. by the Legia-
3 

J.a:tm:-e.0 4 

Mr. Bnckson. do you have a npart OD. that? 
5 

MR. ERICKSONi My :name is Charles Er.ickaon.. I am a 
6 

statt meJlibeZ" ~ the Western Reg1o:aal. ottice at the United 
7 

states Coan:I ssion OD Civil Rights. 
8 

Yes, Mr. Chairman, I vent 'to both. the Aasem.bl.y Per-­
9 

so.rm.el 01'1'.ice and the Senate Personnel O:tt"ice OD sever.al 00-
10 

casioDa today and. a;pla1.ned. to the persons nth whom I was 
11 

able to speak there tbat the Ccamittee was interested in some 
12 

sort of a pne:rel. explaM'tion ~ 'the ~ peraarmel. prac­
13 

tices of the part;1cular ottices. Heither the &mate or the 
14 

AssembJ.1' peraorme1 ottices wau1d g:1ve • &JV" sta:temeltt or have· 
15 

anyl)ocey' come and appear before this Committee. 
16 

One, Mr. c. Ed Olson, Executive otticer of the Rul.es 
17 

Coalittee 1'.or the Senate, stated the policy wbich I woul.d have 
18 

to .follow U I Wllll1:'ed someone to come ~ore this group and 
l9 

make aD :ta:rO!Wll statement or ~ to in:Corm tbe Camm:1:t:tee. 
00 I 

He said I should llllke a request to the Rules Conn1ttee and tba 
21 

it lllllR approve it be.fore he could explain the procedures, 

0 
22 

general. aecblm.ical. procedures, at tbe perao:ane1 department. 
23 

He said• "Sullnit it in llriting and you vill haYe an answer in 
24 

due course." 
25 

https://sever.al
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On the Assembl.y side I talked to Mr. Fred. Tower., 
l 

personnel. atticer there. He stated that-I started going 
2 

t 10 this morning mid I think I made the last attempt this 

moon-he stated he didn't th:lnk he coul.d. get anybody to_ 
4 

ome up for fj_ve minutes and explain this. 
5 

Thank you. 
6 

CHAIRMAN SILIAS: Thank you. 
7 

That will conclude tbis session pertaining to the 
8 

stion of political representation o:f the Mexican-American. 
9 

s Committee will now get down to the task, a:fter the trans­
lO 

ript has been reduced to writing, of submitting a report. It 
11 

ill be made available to all legislators and members o:f the 
12 

lie, this report basically being sent to the u. s. Civil 
13 

14 

In summary, let me say it bas become apparent to 
15 

veryone here that we have an extreme situation.in the State 
16 

Cel1:tonua pertaining to representation of the Mexican-
17 

rican. This lack 0£ representation obviously is bril-~ 
18 

n other ills in the state -pertaining to educationt cOIIJffllffl1ty
1.9 

elations, employment, economics. Faced with that, the 
20 

ality is, as stated by seve.ra.1 witnesses, that reapportion-
21 

ant really is securing your own :position if you are an in-
22 

This is a reality that obviously the state is going
23 

o have to deal with this coming year. Al1 we can do as a 
24 

ommittee is to recommend those things we think will bring f 
25 

. I 
I 
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))out repr.W"Lation to a group of peop1e 'Who have not been 

• u...,-sented in the past. 

We hope the recommendations we will submit will be 

1cca:asidered. v-,, seriously by the lepslators. We fear that ~·O -
IEl'M!w are n.ot there will be litigation perta.1:n1.ng to this mat-

r. Ve also fear that probably tbat litigation is not go.i.:Dg 

be enough to cause other ];>eople to become completely satis­

ied and tbat their £r\1$.tration will be ~ such a nature it 

ill be very ditticul.t to allow them to cont~mie to believe in 

politica.1 system. 

-Un.leas there is anytb1ng further from the Committee 

that 1s all I have. 

FA1'BER CASSO: I want the record to refiect appre­

iation to the statt -ror the preparation tbat went into this 

Secondl.y• I would move that the Advisory have some­

oe attend the hearillg on the 31st of Jam1sry Jn order to come 

with a written report on the supposed police brutality 

ses that they will be bringing to bear.. -

MR. GABOURIE: I second the motion. 

CHAIRMAl1 SILLAS: There is a motJ.cm tbat representa-

ives of the A.dv.isory Committee attend the bearing on January 

I am just remind-.d by 1egal. counsel we don't have a 

uorum here to vote on it. 
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FA1'BBR CASSO: I will submit it as a request. 
l 

CBAl1DIAB SILLA.81 It will be acoepte4 u auoh. 
2 

I want 1ibe record to reileot tbe appz:ieo1aticm ~ 
3 

W.S Cow:tttee to Mr. Joe Hernandez fl-OIi tu ..u. Senator 
40 . 

Dyaall.y'a ottu=e t.- the treme:Ddows assistanoe 'they' have given 

us ~ these two days,. 1'1rst.1n o1.Yta1n1:ng W.S room .tor 
6 

ua. aeconcJly, .tor tbe mmerou.s cof'.t~. theJ' lave provided .tor 
7 

us. a!ld. .tor 1:be stR'telltm.'ts provided. to ua by the wrious 
8 

9 
MR. O.AB01JRilh Mr. Cbairman. I would suggest Father 

CUso•• mot1oD. be put in written .tor.m. and sent to all. members 
11 

o.t the Advisory Ccm1'ttee along with a ~lfttu:rn envelope 
12 

.tor 'tbeir wt. to 1- :returned it. I tb2nk it 18 a very good 

0 13 
motiGD. 

14 .. 
CHAIRMA!I SILLAS: I c:ton•t t'hink we have time. We 

will just give them a call and get them to that meeting. 
16 

~ Commlttee now a~ourned.. 
17 

(Thereupon., at 5:55 o•clock p.m., the Cmmi.ttee 
18 

stood ad.Journed.} 
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