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1 ,, 'f.:{-'"" ., -·~EV. BECK: If every one is here, I will 
I!<,,.. ..:-,. 

2 call the meeting to order,. and we will continue wi.th our 

3 hearing and crall to the "table a pan·e1 of three participants; 

4 first.,, Mrs. Muriel :WauJcazoo frotn Rapid City, South Dakota ,and 

5 Mr. Carroll Swan from Rapid City,., South Dakota and France,s 

6 Eagle Tail from Rapid City, South Dakota .. 

7 :tf those three persons would come t_o the 

8- table we will hear their statements. 

9 MR.. SMITH: Would you both ~tate your
.• 

10·. name and occupation.i. 

·-"' 11 MURIEL WAUKAZOQ:. My name ~U:r ~uriel 

12, 'Waukazoo. ): am the chairman of the Rapid .City Indian, Se;t>vice 

13 Council.. 

14 KENNETH ,PROVOST·:: I am l\;ermeth Provost. 

1.5 I am a student at Black. Hi.lls College.. 
7" 

16 ·~cM.RRO~J:i SWAN: My name is Carroll Swan. 

e~.~
17 I am the=dir~ctot 0:f' the ·Rapid City Indian s·ervice Cqunc.il .. 

-'l' .I':~,~ 

18 ,,;-1lt ~h:i.s time.,. I would like to advise you, 
"Ii. ,...;;, :::..1. "¥1.-":f 

19 Mr. Chairman} -af tn.e·,., change .that has taken p1ace befar'e you. 
·: ~:;..,~t- T! {; 

20 Mr. Eagle -· Tai--} is not. here t.o testify and wi:tne,ss on bepalf' 
, --~-=-~l ~~-a:~"~ J; 

.-.:J ·- ... ,f.i"'".;., 

21 of' the Rapid C:lt"Y Ihcfia_n Service Gouncil, but I ha-ye irrvited 
V·"'" --:· ,t··~.:::: ~ 

~. ';f: 

22 Mr. Provost up' _here~15e.cause T think he bas as much to say and 
-, "·~ ~ .a..!.;,__ -✓ 

4 -r:ia~;t. -:;,.,_,..":) 

23 inform yo:q o.f a.s Mr. Eagle Tail. 

24· MR.. SM.ITH: That is perfeetly acceptable. 

25 As I understand,. Mr. Sv'{an.,. you have a 
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.r 

' . 
statem!:'!nt Yf:>U WO\,l1d 13..ke to .make; i:S tbat c0rrect? 

~ 

2 Do ybu have -a prepared statement that -you 

3 want to submit for the record? 

MR<'. SWAN: Yes.., bu.t 1;iy _secretary has it ... 
-· 

5 MR. SMiillH: Would Jou Sti:r(lmar;ize it ora11y 

6. for us·... 

7 I would b~ glad to., out I woulc;l 
, .. 

8 

:9 1 

, 10 statement? 

ll ~ MR., SWAN; She ha:3 notes she will be going 
,.. 

1~ b!, .:q.rn~ if you want an expanded copy of this, We will be .gla
0
d 

'• 
;' 

13' to g;ive it to you. ', •." 
~ ,, 

R " 
14 ·MR~ 'SMI'J1H; Let 1 s start Ol:lt ·with Mrs. 

-15 Waukazoo· and bear what .she has to say. 

MRS. WAUKAZOO: I .think a lot o.f this~ ~·has, 

pe~n covered today as rar as housing., J,.egal aid ang. all th;is., 

so I won r' t go in~o: tbat:, bU't I will toucn on 'the things that 

-~~? was. missed today s'Qch a~ any athletic fj_:e::[d i'or ou,r Indian 
j ..;.. 

-~· ...~~7--.;. ,.
20 students. We have a American L_egJon team here,- which I never 
,a' ~6 

\2P. see no Ingia,ns, Q.n..,. Tb:ere was one time whe:n a Indtan. went 
-.,. 

sour 9n baseball bec.a:use .qne White person said he will q-at
-::':'~ ..r~,t

~1 ! ,,, •·,_ , 23' " :play because there was Indian on' i·t .. This .i.s what has 

happened lo .our. Indi.ans on the athletic field. 

Evep-y year W? have Ina:Jan sttlderits ., 

.3 



1 coming Ori that made All State, but very f'ew· of them ge_t to the 

2, top. Ang in Lit't'le League,,, also., we have our trouble, and I 

3 can .just go o:n and on, but I think the biggest- part o:r the 
~ ..... 

4 thing is I am really conc-erned about the. c-ount? poor relief 
,-

5 here; not only because our Indian people have problems:;. -it rs 

6 our Indians that ar"e ·µ1E1-rried to th;e whites. We bc;t:ve one ma.n 

7,. here wbo 'told one ·-whi.'te lady., uWhy don J. t you. t-go back and.. 

8 leave this. I!)llian; I' 11 pay your transportation back 0 
1

i: These· 

'9 are some o.,:r the things tbat cause .the Indian· and cau·se. a lot 

10, of our Indian :friends a lot ?f' problems. 

11 Prejudice is deep rooted in this state. 
" 

12: It comes down from.,· r-or- i:t1stance,. li}re father--? l.ike son, but 

'1'3 when I :first came .to Rapid City here,. I had an opporlu.nity t.o 

14 work for an Indian Center, my husband and I both, and we were 

1.5 told that we could move in a trailer court where we could be, 

16 ' near this cent.er to help ·with the activities, so I' called the. 

17 manager; the manager says, 11Yes, come on in, and we will fix 

18 a spot f'or you, rt so J: went down the next day, and when he seen 

19 I was Indian, he then turned me away. So,. then, I ·went to• a 

20 Catholic priest, and I .;said that- I was turned down, so he 

21 oalled in this man,, wbi9h was csupposed to hav.e been a 

22 christian,. and told ,th.is Catholic priest. -- he said, "I' 11 

23 take, her out., and I •111 find her a place 1:?ecause I cannot let 

24 her in this: trai,;J.er court beqause if I let her in, the rest 

25 of t.he people mov?, Ot:\t ._ 11 So, then., be took me to a trailer 
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c-ourt he stopped at anoth~r trailer cour.t, apd he:_ ~aid.,1 ..~ t 

2 11Why don 1 t you go .in and ask them,_ 11 so l told him.,, rrMr. ,_ no, 

3 I got t.urned down once;,. and I 1 11 not get turned down again,,. rr 

4 and then I went back and cried. So then a Catholic priest 
. 

5: got up and, went to the bishop, and the bishop said, 11Have her 

6 move on. our ground, 11 so I l.ived on the ground of this mission 

... 
7 for a;bout fi.ve, or six years.. -Wis same guy who owns the .. 

R- trailer court is now a active person' in the S.tate here., .and 

9 it ,s.eems to me he's always coming Qut in the .,paper downgradtng 

10 us., any activity we want to do as far as tr;ying 1:;o come out. 
-.;t.,-

11 and.more or i~ss: do things for -ourselves and.1 o:ther Indian 

12 -people,. J;-I~·1;s alwayl? writt.ep against us,. apd this is why I 

13 f3ay I don 1 t; know how we are going to get away f'rom it because,£ 

··14 like I ,s_ay, I think it's father like son, :some like father 

15 d~ep roots here. 

16 As chairman of the RaJ?±d. Gt t:y) Incfl~n 
-"" 
- {'lo

17 Service Council, every da] we have these c<G!Ilpiaipts, and we 
:or J• t::. ..., 

~--c..1 .l .J 

18 do document as many as we can. W~ do have[~a J!af~rrai ... 
,';:.--;;;::.~ .:... ;,; 

,_.., 
19 MR. SMITH; :Would you exp1a;i,n to us very 

20 briefly what the Rapid City Indian Service~,CouJ::tgil is•. What 

21: i,.t doea. 

22 nMRS. WAUKAZOO: The Ra'."J!_;i.d Ci'ey o'fr1~1""tieil :Ls 
r.,,.; -r~1~;J\ f,-9 _- .. 

2.3 - sponsored .by the Methodist. We have a directoi>, we have a 

24 secretary and we ·:have a consultant. We did take a .lease on 

25 what yoq call a community hall here that was once run by 
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1 nothing but a white txo"ar.d;/,apd we fought very hffrd to .get 
J;-~- i-l '..,:. ... ?-. 

2 ,control of' it, and. we finally got i·t., so this' is: -Where we are 

3 tod_ay. It I s ruif by all Indians. 

4 MR•. SMITH. As I understand :it, you haveJ 
; ~ ,, 

be~n in constant.,,cb.nqact with :the cib.:y ··regardi~-g the problems 
1· 

6' the Indian p<?:rnmunity "ha::;,: and have tried to work ~th tne qit,y 

gcwernment. and tried to iron out some, ·of .,these problems.,7 

8. Is tb?,t t.rue? 
,. 

9 MJIB. WAUKAZOO: Yes·.. ,"We .have been doing 

10 that. a lot . -

11- MR.• SMITH: Do you find. the city 

12 i ~ government by and large has been responsive to tbe" problems
l. 

13 you bave confronted th em wi tb? 

.14 MRS. WAUKAZ00: I wouJ,.dn 1 t say not r-eaIJ.y 

15 too respon,s'l,ve. 

16 Yau have mentinned ~ic:n:i' have 
~ ,., 

17 received kind of· a hroa5i -'~-· a lot of' cqmpla1.nts .from J'.pdians 
;,. L~ 

-!.! 11-•• ..._,.A ,.... 
18. regarding vario-us'. a:f~a?,. ~esides the two areas you have

'1,_ ~ ,.._7 , 

l 

19 i 
m:entionep.~ the atbl~t'i,01 fq;):' -the young people and yollr personal 

y . i • ,, .... 
20 --situation you taJ::keel"'-abou·~, .What are tbe ar.eas of' complaint'& 

~ ::""'~ ... ·# .... ,~ ,.,,~:~ ~ ' 

~, ,;p-,.u ¥' f'C'!:. ~ 

21 '( that. you:. ha~e rec\dved? w;fiat ar>e the most. direct· ¥in<T::r ·of' 

22 complaints? 
~ :~ - "";I ~><:-,~ 

23 
- (~~ ~ 

MRS. W'A.UkAZ0O: We have a nlass up at the 

24. 
1 scho61 that is supposed t,o be' a Indian culture class.~ and I 
f ~ 

25 f have student·s coming down there and telling me that the Indian 
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: ~that is t,~aching them is still gallin,~ us .savages.,. so I -don I t 
H
'.,, 

;. 
kbbt-lf where ·we get 'by _putting this in the scho'ol .system,. where 

't 
\ ~ they :are still being taught ·by Noh-Indians and sti.11 calling 

i 
4 f. us savages. 

;S MR.; SI,VIITH: Th,;is. is in Spearf.;tsh?' p 

6 f. 
t 1.YIRS. :wAmtAzo0: ·This is bere in~ Rapid •• .. 

'l : 

a MR. WHEELESS:. If' I may:, I would like to 
.,. 

.9; pur.sue that Just somewhat, Mr.s:.. Waukazoo. I am awa_re o:f tbe 

10 f invoJvement of the Rapid City Indian S~rvJ.ce ·Cou.np.il 
l 
I 

1). 't community., and I believe ,that you have programs- in of the 

:12. t ~ubject areas that we have been talking about today., housing., 

t
13 education. 

14 .I wonder you would very briefly tell us 

15 what are some of 
> 

the ma.Jar- problems you have in each of' these 
~ 

f , -
r~.<¥1-tegories now. You do nave operation pro,&rams . ., do :you not., 

~~7:~ ·, Ld~aling with each of the subject components which involve 
,-- ;!; 

~y,our relationship with the official city adtnir,iistration, 
•,t 

·;:. 
.t scb.o61 board., school. a_dministrabion., ci.ty council, the mayor I s 

if,.-'•.;,,,, . ' 

office., et cetera, et cetera. I would like you very briefly 

t-;to descriJ;:>e some of the .PrQblems you have in try,ing to 
<t

> 

}-~ect5.fy some o-f' thes,e 1,tard core problems that you ha;:ve, • .th·at ,, 

\ you and your organization 1:ave in Rapid City i"n trying to 
f 

24 ;. .bring up a so1u tion Jn some of the crucial problems you -have 
l 

l 

25 
~ 

here. 
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l M.RS. WAUKAZOO~ I think you heard thief 

-2 afternoon on hqusing. I was· with tbe housin.&,--· I ·was with the 

3 group that went in. I have seen the ,conditions, and I have •• 

talked with· some o;f' the IiJ:dian people.. We found hou.ses.,4' 

5 " apartmerit& were $·150 .. 00 a mo-nth, and these nous-es were 

6 terrible.., There• were cock;'roaches all oV'er • the place. The 

7 mattresses were all torn up, and this lady said, uWhen I get 

.,, 8.' my welfare check., I have to pay $150..00 ,, and what have I go-t 
_,. 

9 1.ei't. n She :reels l:i:ke she couJ.dn 1 t stay in the home any mor~, . 

10 and this woman-,. in looking into her problem., they said_, •11Sbe 1:s 

11 be.eri "the type that goes· in .the bars and sit in the bar, n and 

12 l .said, 11 I d'o-n 1 t blame her; I would never want to sober up ii' 

13~ I have to live in a place like this. n 

14 This i.s what we have to "!ac.e every day. 

15 No one he_re seems to want to do anythin~ for them. 

16 • MR. DILLON: Mrs. Waukazoo,\1, .as far as 

17 rent, you know, paying rent, do you have any c.0nditj.ons where 

IS tbey, say,, require $1:50.00 rent and anot:..rier $150.00 a month., 

19 anything like this, this: kind of' problem? 

'20 MRS. WAUKAZOO: Are you asking do they do 

2i this? 

, 22 <, 

MR. DILLON: Yes . 

23 MRS. WAUKAZOO: Yes., they do this. It 

24 varies. Just g.bov.t e>1ery other case is just about different. 

'25. So.me as.k for mor.e; s.ome ask for two hundred; some ask i'or 
- , 

8 



1 pne hundred fifty. They all ru.n differently. 

2 MR. SMITH: We have heard testimony this 

3 morning regarding kind of G:.lassic cases of policemen, 

4 excessive use of' force and things of that n~ture. 

Besides misuse of force by police in­5 

Rapid City, what other kind. of ;problems do Indians in Rapid6 

7 Gity have in rega.17d t,o the law and o:i;.>der sys t em_s in t e.rms of~ , 

you know, jail conditr~p{:l or in terms, of e~ces:Sive f'ine'S or 

9 douole stand~rds ?,nd senter1cing and that kind of thing? Does 

10 your orgc1:nization near c.ompJ_.aints in this area? 

11 MRS. WAUKAZOO: I think that is all due to 

12 the lack of employment. A lot of it is people 9-r-en 1 t 

13. employed. Lot of these people ar.e picked up every day, you 

14 know, a lot of them aren I t guilty of' anytb1ng,:-

is MR. SM-ITH,· Mr. Provost.,, let me ask yoti ?"' 
_;:..- ---- ) 

16 qu~stion along thes,e lines. Yoi.,i ment:i,oned earlier a iterfu bhat 
~' rT.,.. ~i ·,.....~ 

17 you have you showed me ~onie articl.es which yon :el~pg·ct friom 
~ .; 

18 papers from surrounding cities and, also from Rapfd City/-I
"'· "I' -

19 believe, articles in 'the paper giving evidence of wha'c bl;ie ..,, ,,, 

'20 court sentences. were .:for any specific .day,. and some of tbese_ ~ 
., 

re.fleeted sentences handed out to Indians. Without nam:Lng ~ 
"1".;·~,,.._ ~ 4r;."'.; 

...,_ , -r~ ,...._.,.j;.~"'22 parnes could you name us a few of the towns., for e.xc;l.Illple, th.~.. • 

23 name, of the paper and tbe date it comes from. 

24 MR. PROVOST: Yes. First., Ild like to say 

25. -one tliing.. I tb:Lnk J,f we. are cit,izens of the United States --
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2 we should h8:,.:ve rights as ever:y,one else has., and :ebe of' them I 

3 believe is in the Bill :0.f Rigbt.s saying we can live where we 

4 want to l:i.ve. Is:n 't that: :right? 

5 .Okay.. How could -- if' we have -"" 9ne of 

our gov~rnors said· here a. while back there is no prejudice 

here in South Dakota. So if you find it; ip the c9u;r-t system~ 
.. , 

" 8: it seems to me l;i..ke you":_,are goin~ t;o find it ?,L!,. ov:er in the 

9 wbole st"ate o:r South. Dakota. 

19 · I have .just made some ·cii.ppings a while 
t'-' 

11 back, and I have been keeping track of' it,,; an9 I imagine if 

12, you checked every municipal court, you'd find something similar 

13 ,as I have here.. I do nave one dated Augttst 11., 1971, Rapid 

City Municipal Court. The man· 1 s name in all of' these cases 

15 you could tell by looking at the nc¥Ues that be was of Indian 

16 descent. I wt·i1 nqt l?~e:rad J~he...-:nam.e.,. but. every one ~oes 
,., ..... . ........... 

17' something like this: .xJ"ail ;,entetce,. $50..,00" $20.,00,., and so 

-· ~~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ 
18 forth, whatever it is .. "ThJ;rty day~ in jail, all suspended on 

--.::,:.. """ , ·~ " ~·· 
19 condition defendant remain ,-,~n goad-- behavior and leave Rapid

'•· 

20 City :for on~ year, and: ~o ~a~ :.:.Hot ~prings,, ~.ju:St about every 
----- . ~ ' •• 

time you pick up the pape.:t;>,. you }tead about Hot S.prln_gs,. 
.... .., . •;..,.~ 

• t.,a ,_! ." ...... 

22 Pierre$ just about eveTy time you -pick up the paper, th.ere is . -"-" ~-
c.l, ~~ 7 

23. one f'rom Pier-re... This is wh 
0 

~re the lawmakers live.. And 

24 Deadwoqd and Hot S-prings,. I have _a book at home that I, can 

25 get on quite -.a f'ew moT?,. .:rust from memory, :I know Mobridge, 

10 
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.,, 

·:;jv(eLaughlin_, all towns in South. Dakota, but mainly where they
- 1...~ ., '. ~ i" ~ -

kind of fringe the reservation. 

3 MR. SMITH: Can you ever remember .seeing 

4 ap account similar to this, of' a whit~ being .fined and. being 

5 suspended on the c"oridition that he leave to:wn for a year? 

6 :Mft..- PROVOST: I bave not s-eep:i any... When 

people get in a spot like this., th~y ::J,.ike to sa:y, uWli:.ere :ls~ -~ 

~our proof"' II and lot of times we have to say,, nwe .. ,have ho 

proof. rr What the white sopiety usually -calls proof ·is black 

10 and white~ I 1 11 noJ:; sa:y anything I cannot prove. I also know 

11 of in the school system in Rapid City of an Indian who .pas a 

12 de&ree. He wanted to apply for a job -that was open .. He was 

13 refus·ed the position, and I believe very strongly that it was 

14 })ecause of the color o.f hi.s skin, and this I can document.,. 

15 and I am not talking just to_,. you know,. have somebody hear me 

16 or' anyt~ing like that. ,.. 
!,, -.# And, als'9.,, th~re is a letter t:o. the editor 

.t.a:f-:-;a. tftnr.rist 
... 

tbat went tbrou.gh here a while back, .and thi.s . .,
1~ 

was
' 

'±i:r'°':the.. Rapid Gi,ty Journal,. dated Augu.st 2nd, 1971'.,- where he,."'. ,-.,,, ..... 
-Ba;!.d h_el'"poi3erved and .surveyed an Ind:i'.an family' -that were not 

~ 0 ., . ' 
s~,rved-.rsolely because they were Indians. They had to go 

1 ..; 

'elsewqere to be served. This- is right here . 

.23 MR. WHEELESS: Mr..:. Provost:, I believe y,ou 
·i:.:. 

are a· former.. dire?tor of the Black Hills State_., am I cp;rrect?
~-

MR. PROVOST z Yes.> sir. 

ll. 
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"'---i> 
A, qSc-;.1...;..C""!. 
•• ,~,r;i,o

..._; ,,., 

MRT WHE:B;LE:SB : I b'elieve tbe Rapid City 
,,. 

was within t:\;Ie~ J·uris~iction of :your responsibili by? 

JYJR., PROVOST: 'Yes., ~ir. 

I 

MR. ·WHEELESS! I won,der if' you ,9ouTd 1?r;i.e.f],y 
~ • 

5. .. s·tate some of the experien!:!es· that ;YOU have had in some,. o.f th:e 

( 

schools here in gett;i.ng. 
-

coo~erat:Lon with the studerit.s and'--
,.• ' \, 

~1 . , .,. t3chool administ·ratiqn1
.• Are tbey co0p~rative7 Dq you have 

.:! ..,, .. __ 

-B. :\ -~ any problems with .,.them'.? 
-S' 

l:JJR. PROVOST: I never .:t;_>eally ran inbo too 

10· many prool_ems '.Qeca:i::;rse I think one of the t.h:i;ngs is it'. you .have 

il got a title~ or s'ome'thi'ng:, yeru walk arourrd loo}ying: impor:-tant.,
-.. 

12 , P.eople tend to 'ti,lrn •around and smile at ,lhe. I don 1 t know what 

that 1 s got to do, with it~ but we worked with high s;qhool kids:., 
• . 

-and a lot of them felt 'tbat they weren I t ~etting a fai.r deal,, 

15 -a fair shc;ke in their own way, and we listened to them,, and 
'~. .- ~ 

··io -..,, we '''?smrrpaehized with ,them., and we tried to encourage them to 
.3- >.-1..,.. -..a,.. .. _, 

~.i 

17 fin.i~h high sc.hoo.1.,... ar:r~ eproll in eollege., but many of them 
"< 

~ ... ~ "!:'- ,-;._--=t~ .... !;. ..,_ 

l~l ,.;; hfi:\te~~:carne _!;o trre -,aod to1a me that., you kno.w;1 tne problems that 
~ ~~ \~.... '{ .. ~--t ., ~.;- t 

"i..~ J_t, 

.19 the:y;~hav~~run in:tq t:n· the sch:ools:1 s-y.ch as b~ing;: .left out of' 

_20. :,,. ev:-~1:ything.. I J;)Oi~ted t1:Yi$ oµt at the Ra.pid City _sct:ipol . 
.... .., ~.1.~~.~~ ·--c~ ,;.~ ~ t ;I 

4"-. ~~ ,_.,,_:('-'. - t ·~ ,: 

21 ,-.,/' system t'to:· year.s ago. W~Ll:;1 they told me 'up here., ~tbe
1 

,,• •:.,. 

; i; ,. ; ,.~ t ~ ·~ 

22 ··~ counseli'.f:Jg~diyi;S:io,p., J;hat{ they trea'ted eyer,y ~tµd~rit al±:ke_., 
7':'-~!'; ....... x '-~ ,.. • ... ,.,,_-.. ~.t'-"" 

.... ,:- 'r""'C~ • 

2.3 So I as1re'cx' them., 11How ·could you do that., 11 and they s~id th.at 

24 

-
b_r,oJm.,, green, r!:;d ,q.J'." wl!:af?_., so I said -- just a.bout- that 

~ 

t'ime., 

https://gett;i.ng


5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 two years ago, the list of .kids that were seJ._ectecl to go to 

2 Boy's State came out, and there wasn·1 t an Indian on there,, s.o 

3 I just took the paper, and I said, 11Now, here I s. an '.example of 

4 treating every one alike. 11 The Ind1an gets Jei't ;out in bhe 

shuffle, and this is what happens all tbe way through. If 

6· they try to treat .every one alike, the Indian gets le:ft. out 

7 Qe.cause he doe~m 1 t have the,_. a..q.ademic credenti?,ls .. He 1 s not 
r 

8 ,one of the tov1m daddy's sons.. Because he doesn I t have ,the 

9 - . :r:Lght clothes on his back, ar1d,_ no money i,n bis pocket. 'rhat 

is what I tms thinking ~bout,. :i;>eally, bayi~g some.thing to say 

11 about the education of especially minority groups such as the 

J.2 lndians. It 1 s idE:_alistic to think that we should all go to 

13. school and get all kipds of degrees, but ho·w t,o do that -­

14 you f-irs t sh.oUld hav.,e something going for you at home; such 

as., your parents s.hould have a Job· if they· wati"t ope, a.nd this 

16 has not been the ca,se here in Rapid Ci.t:X or· any place in 

17 .South Dakota tbat I think -- they don't want to hire Indians . 

1~ . I' o.on't;. know why. I got goo.a ideas but again itts opinions, 

19 .so I can 1 t state them, put I was thinking if th:Ls o:r-ganization 

·' 
had any teeth in. it at all, if they could do :something -- the 

21 thing that worries the anglo person that con·trols the purse 

22 strings is tpe dol.lar,. and if this. organization could somehow 

23 threaten tbat dollaP., such as through government contracts as 

24 being withheld,, then I think there would be more minoJ?ity 

members hir~d., and tben t;heir children perhaps would have a 
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1 . chance O'f going to school . 

~ .2 MR. v-JHEELES.S: One more questi:qn.. I ~ould 

:3 like to direct. it to Mp. Swan if: I m~y,. 

4 Mr.. Swan, the p.rqgra:m, director of the 

Rapid City Indian: S.e:rvice Council., .I'. wonder if you e.an brief.ly. 

6 state some of tlJe pr?blems that you have :gad particµ+arly irt ,, . 
" ·~· " 

~ 

.'1, the-. informing are;a .1,n trying.I' ~o g~t ttiE? Indian'S: ~mployed in 
" I"' ./"',,. 

... "".t_ 

~ ~ . } 

8 I wo1.idd al:so like, if ·you -Wlll., 
; 

9 •.state very brief~ h.ow many~l'ederal con·t,raptors: arEl in tn2:S 

area., what bave the.lr employment ~tatus be.en ·wlth re.spect. ~t.o 

; 

11 minority employment, anq. .in general what;. has been .your~ 

12. experience in the whole area of employment in trying to get 

13 •the minoritj_es employed.. 

14 MR. swim: Oka:r. As far as re.deral 

-
contra,0ts di~ectly in the area, we have a.pproximateiy tbree· 

.. 
16 federal contractors -- donft know,..""wh~i;,"kind o:f conh.ractors 

t1..,. l-1'Nl"..:t* 

,.17}. •• they ar·e -- defense cont;ractq;r,:a . ., ~,"'.,,,. 
~,.Jr,.,: 

~· '"' ..,..~ -rv~""' •

I8 life have Gontrol":"])at;a;,-EJorporati:on; c. P.'" 
~ V ~ ~ 

•' ~ <"'" ... 
l9 ' Cla:i;e., and the Base 

" 
contracting wit;b local people .•be:v~ in Rap·:td City. l:),s :e~r as .,.. .,....-» 

-;: <(Wt' :7 •> 

' - - - J .21. 
'."• for the Base I ·think the 1.rn,pr'O-:Vements outt the!""e a;:re being-

..,i.,- .,.
' ~ 

made by •the United Sioux Tribe Eniploymen"b1 Division. Mr ..22·, 
,.,vf. - : (11: i; ' 

28· Red Wood is breaking down, oh, sf;er-eo t'yp:e images. ..that the 
;.::-

24, military has of t;n:e Indian .. 

C,, P. Clare, as far q.S my knowledge, bas 
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"-,.,. 

1 se~e ba;·g: Jns~ances with some Indian people.., but it takeE! ha.rd
" ' ' ,., 

2 work with these companies .to continuously keep encouraging 

3 tbem tb hire Jndians to eventua1llf _maybe start hiring. three 

4 or four permanent Indian people on the.ir staf'f.. I f'eel lj,ke 

5 there is not enough advanees made with tne·se federal agencies_. 

6' With all the federal money coming_ int,p the c'ounty and as fap 

7 as the federal agencies here involved,, 
--

I would say with the 

8 s.chool system, Title 1 money, which is alloc·ated no~t· directly 

9 .for Indian people., b'l,lt Indtan people is. included in one of' the· 

10 criteria to receive money. I feel we have more than 

11 qualified teacher's aides here i.n Rapid Gity to be employeq 
.. 

12 witb the Title 1 program.. I think we should have at 1-east 

13· 20 to 25 teachers in this program because minority is one of 

14 the criteria ·for any kind o:f' funding-.. Regardless- of what ·the 

15t school system says, Mr. Chg.rles Lindley or anybody else, I- " 
.; ::;...,'-:!,;_, 

16.-·," 
th~:nk =fhere itl a complete racism here in Rapid City. -Rae.ism 

..... .r'Wlr 

17 is_ a ~retty cruel word. I look upon racism in Rapid Ci tJ as 
... ,..~ ...~

" 
~ 

,-..... 
18. a niicEf.,T't'ttler white thing. It 1 s a way of liv,;i.ng. Yo:u _ba,ve

• • ,., ~1. 
'-:,,- ~ 

19 to ·bring thi~:;;... _attitude.,. .keep bringing ;it out publ'i,c:ly unti_l 

20 yo1;;1, get~,sour point out on the other side ·or.-, .th~ fence~ We 
,:-·~..-: • -t.~ • 

21 a:s~-..::Jndian -veople see it as racism. Maybe the wbite man 
..-- ,,. .. 

~-~ ---r- _, ... ' 
·•:22 dq;esn't tbin~-so, but it it flagrant accusations. 

. 
r' .. 

23 We have a South Dakota Cement Plant here. 

·24 Some of us have worked very hait?d, with some of' our 

25 politicianers. In i'act, in some instances, tbey hav~ asked 

iS 
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1 u.s to send Indian people for possible job interviews.. As 6f 

2 thi.s date., we sent possi_bly three, and each one of' them are 

3 still working today. I feel like this is a tremendous break 

4 becaus.e any time you have ,people call you for Inclian help.,; 

5 ther;t it I s a tremendous break in the city. You are going out 

6 every day and wharrirning that door lo-aking for a joh. 

7· I 1 d like to come back to anqther area 

that was. covered briefly today and which I will take one 

9 instance., the Poli.ce Department. They have what they call 

10 I don 1 t know what they really call it. They .jus.t go bursting 

11 in to -- especially if it I s an Indian home,. they just go 

12 bursting in there without kno•cking:, without a search warrant. 

13 I. was f'amiliar with one case here where in fact as a- poli,.ce 
,,

14 of,'f'icer we observed certain liquor -establishment here in 

15. Rapid City beir:ig broken into. We had a suspicious person 

16 there that I personally recognized as being an Indian, and I 

17 knew this Indian ve.ry w.ell, but because of my job, it was IIJ.Y" 

.~~--~ 18 duty to repo.rt this to my superior officers~ Well,, l:Lke a 
'!'- .-.1-

i9 damn .fool, he goes down with no search warrant, goes busting; 

20 in to the door, confiscates a large quantity of 11.q_uor., and I 

21 am glad the guy, was Indian,- beca:use as .I say, right now,. as 

22., an Indian, Ir-m glad he got away with it. Abput time. Arryway:., 

23 he goes down there and: confiscates the -liquor, arrests the 
, 

24 ,guy for burglary.,. an:d through the legal process, that the guy 

25 didn 1 t have no warrant to go in there, so the ca.s,e was. thrown 
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/-. 1 out of court., but I tbi,rlk that it 1 s this type of sitL\ation 

2 I know one instance where there was a policeman beaten up, 

-
3 and it included t;be .North Rap.id area -- any time -there was a 

4 known Tpdian to be living at that resid~::m:c:~.,, they would just 

5 go through .the garage, peek in window~, and in one instance, 
> 

6 there was a person., which was my aunt., out of the city, and 

7 they just went through her garage, broke the lock '?,nd went 

8 right. through -and went through the back door.. This is the 

9 type of treatment that Indians. are getting., and becc,1.use, •Of 

10 organizations such as •the Rapip. City Indian Servj..ce. Council 

11 that we are now getting the brunt of these complaints., and 

12. it's art every day battle., but I think even"tually we are going 

13. to su~ceed, which ]: fe·el now we are generating a lot of 

14. community support because ,I :think a lot of them are f1nding 

1s.· that we are here to stay., that this is noJ:; a fly by night 

16 organizati9n. We do have organizations in town, but I feel 

17 they are not<'.:.organized to cover most things., but: J: think the ~· , 

18. Rapid City Indian Service o·ouncil ·bas many.,_ many -- a long 

19 file, wnicb l did want to make a .copy o·f and give to you., 

20 but I will com~ down t.omorrow and giv_e you a copya 

21 MR. DILLON: Have you aired th~se with 

22 the city -- I mean :with the mayor1 s office? 

J23 MR .. SWAN: Yes, we did, but I think --'­

24 before., we taiked to Mayor John Barnes about a human .relations 

25 committee., Which 'We got promis.ed would be started.,. which I d0 
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,~
1' think he made an honest -effort to st/art' -erie. ·we do have. ope,. 

2. now in effect, Rehabi'iitation Board, I think they call .it .. 

3' I donrt know if they have really responded to s-ome of the--~ 
4 people that we suggested wetd like to see on the commi.ttee. ,. 

5· As far as Indian people, I tllink we have a ~0od cover.age on it,· 

6' but I 1m very sad because we· have only two Indians on. the 

7 board. I think we shou,],d have over half o-n that committee. 

8 Here again I think we ar.e ._getting. the shqrt end. 

g- As :far as the school cU:strict, we are 

ior informed they have a culture class, that it was in a litt.le 

11 cubby hole i.n the old gymnasium.. I couldn I t be more happy 

12 if it was. put in a cubpy hole because this is the Indip.n 

13. history throughout the Uni teq States. We are always put oµJ; 

14 on an old beat up,. dry reservation., so why not pv,t an Ind;i?,rt 

15 culture clas.s in a cubby bo·le where it is out o:f the way .. 

16 If :we 9-0 have Indian history and cttJture and C:L<;SS in scboo'l, 

17 it 1s way out in the· cubby hole. ,, 

18 MRS .. WAUKAZOO: .J: w:ant~ tot,;,.a;t;Ld something to 
• y 

• 19 this education . It's my experience~ 

20 I have bad some~-complaints --on ~ 

:=9;. -:--:-.. 

21 di·sc;i:-iminatio.rr in one schqol, and I' know J WO'l;).ldn l t get any
)'J.~ • 

~ 

22 help here in the c"i t.y, so I went to..-:Pie:r;r-e;'. I~went tb -the 
• .... "' 

J.- ...~ i r,;. ""'"'>1-....., 

:23 public illstructiori. He Jn turn called the ..i superintendent~ 

24- and the supe:rintendent called me and said, IICom~- out, let 1s­

25 have a little talk. 11 So I said, "No, you come out in the 
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community.. n So I got. all the inte;i?es.ted people in, and we al1,, 

2 .sat down, bu~ what tiappened there,. the Indian was a.gain 

, 3 ignored and, abov.e all., th~ Ipdian _people -- they began to 

4 tell us what was ·best fox, us,. -This went on and on.,. so I. got 

5. so up tight that :t :gQt up ?,nd blew my top, and then they 
,T 

6 began to listen, to the :J:ndian. They never 'take the time to 
,, 

7 listen to us. They have always got the. ~13wers. 

,g,··· AnotbE:lr school, we f'ound. a very bad 

9] attitude, in a teacher amf p~incipal, and he,. sai.x:i, trwe arien tt;. 

10 preJudic.ed; we bave au 'Indian teacher.,,." and I sa.Jd., 11 Wh.ere"? 

il He said; nThe janitor." 

12:, Thes.~ are the types of things we are 

13 -.facing every day,~ so tbis is how I began, to start working, 

14 and then I got word from one n.f' the teacp~ersi and they 
.. 

15 gathered the teacheFi:\ together, and they sald to. lay o':rf 'the 

16 India;ns.,. the :Cndians--are on .P< wc3:,rpath, ·so lay oi'f' @f them for 
.....:, "• 

17 a wnile., so thef?~ ar~ some of ~:h~ things that {> have 
,. 

...,;-,.: " "'"' 

18 experienced in Rapid: GSJ;y, and I .Jus:t h~arti" bhis~ evening in 
<:-;. 

19 a small business _,_ we got a trucking. fi'rrri ber~~ t:tie India~s, 

2Q a new trucking f'irm,. They got the Tr-rbr.d to9a:y from PUG to'• 

.21 stop t:('1Jcking. They were ·protested f'rom 22 white,· t-rucke;rs".•. , 

22 They ·asked why,, and we. hp;d a hearing".. and, they asked wby., and 

23 they sa_id "becaus:e there's: already qne Ind.ian ·trucking firm. 
u

24. .i:n the st.ate of 8ouJ:J1 Dakotaw These are some· of the_ things 
. 

2sr · 
' , .• .j' we R-I;?• racing. 

J" l9 
,. 

•:;; ~:,.; 
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I ~-~p did happen t9 this 

2 trucking firm? Did~ it lose its license? ,. 
-t 

3 J.VIRS.. Wi\-UKAZOO: They di,nrfft g;ive a 
.. , 

I!, • license. 
J 

'; s,: MR. -SMITH: He applied f':or one? . 

.6•.. MRS. WAUKAZOO: Yes • 

7 it., so he went out apd bought a. truck to "go to work with a ~ 

'.l- ~ ~ 

·8. trucking firm who nad the license.,. and tney- -said they wouldn 1·t 
'¾ 

~9' ac~ept him be,cause nJ" did~ 1 t rravl;'! tl::le proper insuran-ce., an&:.• 

10 they just told him today 11No trucking. 11 
• 

11 MR. SMITH'! He applied ta, the .PUC., and 

12 their stateG!: reason for denying: it wa@ there ~wa~- already one 

13 ].:ndian trucking. f'irm in the s-tate? 
,

14.·' MBB., WAUKAZ0O: Yeah., there ls af:r.ead•y one 

:1:5 Indiar.i truclcing firm. 

16 
~illc,., 

...r'" -~ :l' 

17 wri ting,_ ..,,,.g:o you?; 
,. 

·,;;(' 

··18 

19 have a letter-~~~om.;tte PUC .. 
...,;_~? "'f,,..., ,> t"··.f-

.r' 

"' 20 MR*,. SMITH: -Bes.ides this one situation --~ 
~ >.. 

:•21 
"'f. 

22, : .. 
' , 

23 There one ...,_ ·one in 

24 , particul.an was trying "'to get bonfted,. Th:t;s i.s our troµqle .. 

25 I.J.:hey can I t get bonded. I;ndiatis are Fe:d, an:d they won 1 t bond 
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l them., so small ousi.n-esses are really hup-tin on bonding. 

2 'MR. SMITH: Is this the cas,e bere i:n o.rder 

3 to. go into business an Intl.ian finds it necessary to go into 

4 partnership with a white person :i,.n order to get bonding? 

5 MRS .. WAUKAZOO: I thtnk the white, person -­

6 the establishment will close the doors on him,: too·. 

MR. SMITH:: Do you ha-~re anything to add to 

that, Mr. Swan? 

MR...SWAN: Yes, sir. I was~ directly 

involved with one Indian qompany b~re in Rapid -City -- l 1m 

11. giving my decision first.. Whenever I talk to ..a white man on 

12 my side of the street, I 1m going to charge bim ~10.00 :for 

13 talking to me.,. because this is what he charges for me to talk 

14. to him. 

This one company -- I contacted th:ree 

16 lawyers, white business men here :i.n Rapid Cit,?, and thei'r 

17 responses. were all negative. This one told me he liked me 
~ . 

'18 personally as an Indian., "buf; he said.1 :ttiet I s ..face it., Mr. 

19 Swan, Y.'OUr Indians are just not good enoug1;1 people with 
. ' 

money, n and t}Jis is the image that they have o.f th¢ Indian" .. 

21 Right no:w, at th.ts .time of the year,. tn~s 

time, of' America is. history, the Indian is the hottest }bing 
·• 

23 on tn:e market. Any time you put an Indian label'- an Indian 

24 si·gn on any product Kellogg 1 s priQes~ for instance, have 

.25 in·crea.sed be.cause' it I s the I'.r1dia.n.. Cou;ple of years ago it 
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was tr;e blacks .. 

2 In- fact., I was jus'b looking .at my ketchu.p 

3 bottle. It .said, "Tribe size. 11 I tbink it was~ quite adequate 

4: because the ke'tcbup :bottle Wfil? red and ever;ytbing: else_., 

._-5- As fq,J:'. as economic development, in ever,y
- > ,. ' 

·' 6 area uhc:1.t you listen to today or throughout tbi~ bea_rin_g3 

7 there I s going to be econ_omics behind a11 th~se ".Ifro}?lems., 

8 housing, nealth, educ.ation, w:elf'are, whatever hav-e you, ~o 
"" .. ,..M- -· 

9: now the Indian is getting it.ivo,lved in .this economic tbing:, 

10 but yet because now the IQdians are. large con~ractors, 

11 contractors in the a;rea, taki.ng awa1 money f.rom tha~ bne 

12 contractor:r:.s pocl{;~t; th.at .they ·have way:s of applying pr.essu];:'e 

'.]$ l?-Uch as bonding. 

14 In fa.cts thi:s one, cc:ifnpan,y say::;, "You 

15.. can't bond because 
"· 
tb:e,y are going to lose othe_;r mo'ney 

t}
-t, t'!?r.o',..... «.;+; 

......'"'I ;, ... - _1;' ~ 

16 involved by wb:ite contractor.sJ that it I s ·no:t, -worth :rtc-1'"11 so w.e 
.f\,...,•. :,:;,... 

'°¥1. 1' 

17 .. applied p~essu,re to tna£ insuranc~ com:¢any~·and s,1'1.d,;__ ~,,We I il 
'} .•lj,,,. .. --;t..,: .•..i..1, ?ol..., 

~18' go around and get all Indian people with :irtsur,a.,nc,e wi.t:h t.bat 
, .-I"".,_;,. • ·I<'-,. :,t 

t'..... (:_ 

'4: ....=.,,.. ·-let19 - company to cancel that day-, 11 .so we :finally, got: /S'p°me ~mo,ney.,
" 4' •.., r' "- • 

~ JI. ),'t ,;: "j;$!. +'7 ~.. !"~,f. 

20 busted loose there.,. b1;1t ;r. thipk as- far as wha6~::-Mr:s _Wauka,zoo
;'7~ Ks,>~ -, ·~:~~< ~>, < 

21 . sa:i,d :about tbat trucking f'irm -- =the mainJ:'_teasQn""nwh~:t~ey 
~ ~ ~ 

22, rejected bb;e 1i9e.n:se was ,that we couldn 't;;pro~e~.pu:b~~tl .,. 
--.dif r', ~ 

1~r< ;,: 

23 convenience. 'How can Ind_;i.ans prove publ:Lc C,onvenience when 

'.;M e ~ 

they are n6·t recognized as the publi-c in the first d$.mn p:Lace-,." 
:il ,,.,, ~ 

25 We dontt have t,Q prove ,public ~onveniepee; at ,all. Al1 we 
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.-:\, -

..c'I 

{ 1 have to do is that.i everybod~i-- lrnows Indians,. like wo:rking with 
.£}[:,. ~ .._:.J,-1.. Ill. 

2 Indians, like whites like t:o wo.rk with whites., so we. want an 

3 Indian trucking company that some of these, In_dian l:;)u9iness.es 

4 -can work with... Tr;ia~t 's all you need to prove with that 

_5 business.. As far as. having one Inqian •truckin_g firm, I'm ve.r:-y
'· 

.r·, 

6 surprised that. we have that, s·o we went thrcugh t']Je proc-e-ss 

7 to b~ar another license out, another t.rucking l;;l.ce:p-se. ·out, 

8. but then the insurance companies close up, and they won I t­

9· ms:ure this Indi.an firm I s t-rucks and vehicl.es-:, .so now I guess 

10 t-0day the word is that they are not: g6irag to get thei-r 

11 license., so you just can't beat the establishment. 

12 Just looking around the room, there's 

13 that old -- "If' you ·can I t beat them, join them" Tb.at '-s why 

14 we have so many inte.r-racial marriages today., because ~e are 

15· joining them. 

"' 16.i RE'iJ'.,.. BECK~ Do any of the st.aff members 
'~ -"4 
...r-"'4: 

17 have any questions· fo.f ·Nlr. pwan, Mr. Provost qr JVJrs:"· 
-"it 

18 Waukazoo? 
·-

19 MR.r~ ·r'.t)ILLON: Ken, .where are you from? 
~~ ' 

20 I am an enrol.led m~mber of 
; 

.. ,. 

21 :the Sioux trib.e, ",-Eagle _Butt~;"" South Dakota~ 
';;-~-..,; J,h-:.: ~~1:. -1¥°1';!::'J~ f" 

.. :r 
22 Any other questions? 

;,

23 MR. LAPOINTE: I would like to a:sI:r each 

24 o;i' th;e peopl:e on t,b:e panel ·to look at -tqe reservation now 

.25 ,, that yov have .left,. and just briefly ·comm.ent on what you 
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J~--. 

t'~i ....~ - -~ 

10. 

12 I 

.13 . 

14 

: ~...":~· 

...._ •19 • fl-Y:! 

23 

.24, 

25 

~en1-n.k the civil rights prob+em~f age. •, 

MRS.•, WAUKAZGO: 

from reservations-.,, E.v'ery time I go 

on rese·rv.?,tions. 

·we have 'had complaints
-· ' 
~ 

down to Rosebud., I g.et 

tqem. I'm .front Rosebud,., and t·hey -are: in bad shape down tbe~e. 

_They don 1• t 

there in a 

have :no ,one 
..r ,, 

con:f;erence~ 

MR. 
.. 

'"'2 

,. 
to turn t:o.. I spent: five clays down 

and T hav.e heard a lp't of' co'rp;pliints. 

LAPOINTE: 

f ·<MRS. ;W:A.UKAZOO: 
\: V y 

-0ne council nian~ lie said., ur have 

vfouJ;,d you. narti~''S·Offie.,,of' them.. 
..... ,i {~ 

~his CO)Jlplaint -'~am~ from_ 
:;. '\ • "-

•'• 

no voi,ce ~h_ere.~-:. There is 
i, 

~- -..; 

a piece of paper .set:. down -0,efore -m~"· and 1·t s'ay.s.::tpls ;s ·wbo 
-l_;•- ·• 

•c; r- .P· 

W-e,,..can It ·speak our-;. -:own mind. •We can It 

have any choice on wno :i.$ ifire.d or hired_.-:rt •t 

. . MJ.=t;S. WAUKA,ZOO: Within the tri~.. 
~ '~ 
~~ 

They 

efif:y the tribal le:adfr in tfris .organization, ,"•·.ind he ·said 
4c:,_ ~ -. ...,, 

~v:-~rything 1JJ communi-ty· a:.ctio11. Ever sinc·e 'tbe;,,,corru:p,up:tty 

9'ction program ·cam$ -1~ -th!:!; reservation, he sai.d., i~t ,seems 
~~ ~ 
1 ~ ~ 

like our tribe u:p there baa .been forgotten. Ey.er:ybod:v,: i.s 

~-. 
~,e.§ t are forgqt t ~n .- The :1and is. not coming in l;i.ke 'it:. should. 

~ ~ ~ 
,I!: 

Yo-q .can go on a.nd on and on on complaints there . 

MR .. ~OX,: Are you allowed to vote on the 

.r-e'.servation? 
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1 MRS. WAUKAZOO: I am enroll.ed ther.e..,. and 

2. just recently,. they told me., nWby don 1 t you coqie down and 

3 vote." This is the first tim~ I ~ver heard this. f'rom Roseb11d. 

~ 

4 They ~ever inf.armed me that T could com:e down and vote. ,,. . ' .:;~ 

5• MR. LAPOINTE: Do tne otber members want 

to comment? The reason I am asking is l;>ecause you l:;i_av,e come6 

7 .. to the ci.ty., and you qan look hack and can see· mor.e clearly. 

a:· MRS. WAU~ZOO; I bave ,talked .to some 

9 people that have problems., .apd they told me ·th;at. any time 

10 there was a pro:0:lehr on the reservation, they come UJ?· before_ 

Il the ,judge., and thE;· _Judge 13ays., ltGet. off- the res-erv~t:Lon; '!.'fe 

.. 
12 Will suspend your sentence." Thi-s is wny the-y fcome to our , 

l~ area. 

i4 MR. DILLON: You m.eap_ members of that 

. 
15- tribe or members of otr,rer tribes? 

16. MRS. WAUKAZOO.: I never 
,_ 

asked them what 

17 tribe~ but they sa]f.,_ uTbat•s why I 1m here., 11 and the same way., 

18: people going on relo~ation. They say., rrI 1m a problem on the 

19 reservation., and relocation sent me out here.. n 

20 MR. PB:OV0ST; I am from -r I contend I 

.21 am on the reservation right now., but I intend to go back 

22 there after ·r study a :rew more o.f the white man ':s books, but 

.,.23 one tbing that I can see.is a problem that should be looked 

24 ;i,nto right away., and tliat is the land bases tb:at we have. 

25 Back when the reservation i'irst started, we lost a lot of land 
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, 
~,C' .,_. 

l ' :..> tb.rougl:i, the taxation system of the sta.t.e, and this I believe 

2 is unjust, and we are ib ~he proGess no:w; of writing a paper,. 
,-

3 a proposal to try to get funded peyhaps tqrough. th~ NYC and 

4 others to search this out an<L document all ,this l,and that has 

5 been taken unjushly and to. bJ?ing to end '.the state of South 

(5 Dakota :ror its return back into the tri.ba:1 status'!, 

7 MR. SWAN;· I just got a:=. note here:.. It 

·' 8 says, 11Bring up 'the J!;tmner:y rapge.rr 
,_ 

9 In .fact, I just had a visitor down in my 

10 office today asking us to: get: involved down ;:there., 

ll Th~ complai11.t was tbat there was some 

-12 rdee beautiful natura.1 Sp:i;_'ings in the gu,nn'er:Y range,: but 

13 during the process ,of' the. Vnited States Air Force pra.cti-citrg 

14 make believe war down there ob the Indian :r:eservat-ion, they 

15 "f-···sgmeho_:w,,killed a nicer natu:i;-al sprittg, •and in tne process,. . 
"; 

·+(. 

,, 
16 ,- they ))r~ugbt in old car bodi.es that they left dowp: the;re tl).at 

"'"~· " r g. ·u:--
17., :rthey :u-s-ed to pract:i:".q~ with.., 1;!:hes:e things are still down 

.:;.-; 

~ 

J 
;, ft~~--~~ ·~. ~~ r ,.1~ . ·. ~ there. I feel like on.e of the things is that when you borrow 

J'• ~ 

."'r •..,;J-1 

··"-~ 
19 , . .something from sorriebody· like they did with the gunner:y range 

'•,, 
2P • .~ _,,.tffat Y.,QV- return that thing in :j..ts natural state that you 

_.;.: ;,.~_J-

.,. .. 
21·.,, ~ l>'orrowed that piece from the people.. Thc;tt gunnery range is

", 
"" 

" 
~22: "'' 

-<"-
,•:np-t returned in the nattr~al .state that the United States 

23 Government borr.qwed it.- If you people really want to get 

24 "some good l=l,rguments going, I think this·· is o:ne of tiie things 

25 you can lo9k into is the gurihefy range on th.e Badland's, 
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1 

2 down there,. ahd thi-s is one o:f-1 the things that if"J-you are 

•. 3. reaily interested in -- hr ,.faGt ,, ., we ..wiJJ.;. 
)' 

t'ake some estimators -
r-'-• • 

-~- .ill': 
,r,, 

4 to estimate the cost of ·the :i?oads as ':rar as fbe culV?+>ts_, 

5 :r~moving the oia car.,ood:L~-s.. Also, if they can rt bring those 

6 springs back to the natural state, the)[ s.hbuld d,ig ~eiis:. :and' 

7 put wells ciown there,. abd let the Inqian live; down 'the:re-. 

8, That i$ the reason you n,ao. such a_ strong migratfon at that 

,·9-
• 4 

' time oi'f tbe reservati:ori to .here. ~hos.e JJeople didn't. know 
. 

10; 1r~:6epe to go. In f'aet.,,, ther~}s been a- .co1JJ)L~ f?-\ficid;S of 

11- people forcibly hav:Lfig, land ·taken away, s:o I think this is one 

12 - ~ of the primary i.ssu~es that natupal.ly you eoi.rld g:et~ help tp 
.,

13 the Indians. in their J::ia:tti•~- in wnich .I think you wi-11 still 

14 be coming up with .a batt.J,.e for claims :tu which :tpe ·1;:1.nd was 

1:5 d;:i.maged. 
., , 

C • ~""':~ ' l6r.,j ~~ ;~ ~';;f . .'!6 A1so;.~ .I J:;hink tb..e. q1v1.l r5,..g11'tS:- movement 
ll,, .. ~to -~ .: ·/1~ :;~-~ •17 orl the reservatia·n is $pIQewhat ··and s..trongbi:being_· suppresseq. ~· • 

.;_.U_-t.. ~'"' J1 • 

.18 by the Bureau of Indi:an,~f:fa;fr~,,: qu't due to some o·f .t?'e re~·ept -
--~-~ ~ ~ 

~ ~~"~-.,.:
19 decisions of' fresid·ent ~1rxon::f,.._ycip.at-s9me. o·f ·the: m~v.:e&- he•1 ·S 

~-
20: made, I think is improvet\i; aq~mayp~ some of' the --~·.one thing-~ ,. 

¢'. .... ~.,.'.: 

-: ~1-"';:.M,-21 about :Lt., I think t-he eEl.\;t'.pattonal ;f'i.'.~ld should be returned 
~, -1:. 

,. -~.r -~:r -<:_· 

22 ., -and :turned., over to the inuian.,_:"'P,eopl:~., 1:>Ut the ~reau. of 
; j~ *-' -{? I½~! • ..,... .~

' .,23 -Indian A:fl'ai.~s don '"t control the educational -syst.em .on the 

24 res:ervati.on ~-
-~ 

25.. REV! BECK: 
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.~ 
.:-~-•--..::r 

,,..;...-..."" 
,•J. ~· -1! 

·~::.-" 

J!I 
~-~ 

.qu~stiqrrs,, I would 1.ike to thank you very much for your 
,-._Jo! -

2 comments, .Mr . .Swar;i, ,Mre: Provo;3t and Mrs ..• ,Waukazoo. 

3 MR. WJ{EELES8-: Atn- I -co.rrec~ that you have 

.. 
·4 some statementS that you woi,.1.ld lik¢ to preserrt to us,'l 
~ 

.MR,. ;SWAN: Yes, we will bring that· u;p5 

tomorrow.6 
~, 

·7 .REY. £ECK: Would Mr... fil;chc:tr.dS J:!ome to 

R tb.e table, please.,. 

9 W9~~:r.d you pl.ease· state _your pame an.d 

10- where you are from: a}:rd yo.ur occupation .. ·,-
,-

11 MR.. RICHARDS: Sonny R;i.chards, also~ known 
,, 

12 as Sonny Larvey. I am a membe:r of' the Rapid· Ci.ty Poltce 

13 Depal'.'.tment. .I am ~• tbe community relati9n~ d:iv1sion-•. 

14 REV~: BECK; You are a pat-rolman, 

15 

16 
~ ~...:s 

<..~-'~ 

17. MR~ SMITH:~ .As I underst.al:)d,, your posi tj,.on
~'':" .. 
:!,~·-(~ ~-~ -- ~ -., ±f tre1ibite1y new,. ~is tha]; :t'Lght in the -department? 

"" ,b ;_· - • ...:"f ' 

MR. RTOHARDS: Yes,. thi:s is correct. 

Be'.fore· I :make a statement, I would like. 
.. 

s;.~~ 
21 t'Q ,:perlt.c!iP~ m?,ke a statement of my own first_. 

,.,_. 

... 
.. 

.: You know I have- attended this typ.e or 

meetings many ti111.es. .In fac.t·, on.e this spring during the 

24 summer time jus.t r.ecent.ly tbere was: a senate hearing_. I 
, 

25 0believe it i ..s· :lnterestifug. to· go" to -.these people,, becaus~ 

2ff 
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1 :people like you, who are not really aware of our problem or 

2 our situation, perhaps are flown in here, perhaps even paid 

3 to be here that i don t t know, but we Indians, ·we come to 

4.· these type of things, and we voice our problem. 

5 Today I sat back there, and pa.rt of the 

6 tbi~g is there was some individuals ·tha·t spoke up sincerely, 

7 some from dif'ferent departments that spoke, and those that 

8 spoke as individualists I r~~pect. 

'9: I really don.It care 'for this bYIJ.e of 

IO· hearing. It is -open to the public and the news .media is here,. 

11 tape recorders., attqrneys. As an IndianJ. you don't really 

12 want to, you know., get the whole th~ing. out because it 1.s open 

l3; to the public, and you people r.ecorci it,, arid-- :t have se~n 

, 14 senate hearing things where the books are about that thick.,. 

15 and. you :file it away. There is really .no follow -up. 

16 In the meantime.,. we Indians sit here 

,).7 saying, uBy gosh.,. I attended a civil rights he~p;i.ng. 11 

18· I h.ave attended bearings by ioourezk. 

.19 I could name numerous -- wher~ even non-Indian peopie -- like. 
·, 

20 this. lady sitting there sm:tling at me --. like maybe sbe 1 s 

21 formed ber own opinion.,. so what the heck am I here .for, really 

22 It's probably- going to go on a t.ape recorder· and be filed 

~3 away or something, but if' you. want to ask me q_uestions, go 

24 ahead. 

25. REV. J3ECK: Do y.qu ·tni.n:k the new 



3 

4 

,.. 
1. administrat,icm, <}ity government wi+l encourage more Indian13 to 

:2 becotl).e trained as ,pat.rolmen,. and at that point pe of some help 

in our racial 'distress apd :tack of civil rights? 

4 MR. RICHARDS: -I certainly hope so. 

5 REV.• BECKt That would be on~ s.tep in the 

6 right direction. 

7 Would you encourage your friends to apply 
~.., 

8 to l?ecome a patrolman? 

9 MR. RICHARDS:: Would :yo'El, re-pqrase that., 

10 ple_ase·.
•: 

.. ~"' ,_ ') .... n REV. BECK! Would you be willing to seek 

12 out~ you kno.w, µmobg your triend·s persons whom may be 

l3 int;eref}ted in becom.in$ patrolmen? 

14 MR. RICHARDS: Okay. I was wa::Lting for 

.,_ 15 rather? than friends, •o-r were you r:eferring to non-Indiana?~ 
-- ' ·~..;:-;.; 

SC 

___'1(. 16 

., -~ 1r 
"...---t/ 

~ ' 
~ •'• 

l~ I wouJ_d say., you know, great., you come and. Join us ·be,caui:fe 

..... 
~... .,19 polie.e work is really gr~at for tbe Ind,ians..,' you know,. like 

) 

1;;; 

~ 20 my 'f'rieod Swan, he's from th~ Police Department. lt:J s awful 
~•, ., 
·--;,, 21 diff:i,cult to be the only Indian or the only person in any 

22 t_ype o'f 0-rgan~._zation. I nave been a supervispr in an 

23' :electrqnics plant., It'$. really rough. I ba,d 35 people 

24 working. ·for me, females., but they are -sq. set j'.n their ways 

.25 that :when they wanted,- a vacation., or some. disciplinary .t:i,ol;ion, 
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1 they went to the general foreman, but somehow they always: had,_ 

2 to return to the Indian. The same way -with the .policeman. 

3. When you make a traffic stop, if' it I s a. high c_l.a.ss pe:rs.onality, 

4 they are not go;i.ng to take an order from you. You know, it I s 

5 hard. If I am going to recommend Indian patrolme:in, I hope 

6 there will be four, five hired at the same time, you know, to 

7 -balance off the thing. 

8 REV. BECK; First ·of all, may I a~k you 

9 how long have you been a policeman? 

11 ib will be my 24th mon tq .. Two years ..-. 

12 REV. BECK: Are you aware of' within tpe 

Police Department men with discriminatory abt.it:udeS and action 

among your fellow ~atrolmen? 

15 MR., RICHARDS: I was af'raid ,YOU were _goin~' 

16 to ask that question. 

17 Now, this is what I was getting at. L:1-
.._ :""r...n;,. -....,. ,,,. -·?"' 

► ? . ,t:. .'." t 
18 really don 1 t -care for these public hear:i:,ngs, beca.use t ·am~be~ '"" • 

,: ..---,i• .., 

J<'- ~-
---· -1, "-r"_.;tt'...r,

19. .sole support of my family. I have got three .children si·~J!ng • 
,

20 out ih~re .. It .is the practic~ here we don I t have to b'.tte_~he '· 
""'' 
I(,,~ ; •' ~-1-,..21 finger that feeds. you. 

~ ',; ; ' 

22 .BEV. BECK; 

23 MR. ;RICHARDS: l am not' g~:>ing to answer .. 

24 MR. SMITH: How does -yol.lr offi•ce respond 

25 to citizens 1 complaints? 
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1 

3 

4 

6 

7' 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18. 

19 

.21 

22 

23 

25 

MR.. RJ;CHARDS: Compilaints are taken at the • 

desk PY a desk offic.er. 

MR. SMITH: How i"t foll0wed up 

in~ernally? 
V 

MR. RICHARDS: It all depends on what type 

or-complaint,. If it's assaul;t, it goeS: to the chi'.\',;;f'. They 

ha-v-e different div1.sib:na... ,, 

MR. SMITH: Do you have any idea about the. 

types of complaints rec.eived PY the poli-ee during the two 

years you have been "there:? 

.MR. RICHARDS: I cauldn 1 t ~ell you. 

MR .. SMITH: Do you know if the department 

keeps statistics of' this sort? 

MR.. RIGHARDS: 

MR. SMITH: Woul9-.,,;,:Ygµ $;f:J.Y1 that the 
~ ~ . .:f" 

"';;;,, 
complaints received by the police de:g_arl?..ment~"·regarding 

# n l!I:' 

abusive police p:ractice a.re pred.Qminatei'Y foo.m the Indian .,,, 
.-....,__.. --••1 

: ; r-'.) • 

community? 

l'IIR. SMITH:c 

force for two years.-. How long have yoff. ·beeh~in. your present 
.,; 

capaci.ty? 

MR. RICltARDS: A,PPrP.4imately .one yeat • 

.JYIR-. SMITH: As T understand, ~ou spend a 

great- deal of' your t'ime inves.tigat,ipg cpmplai'ri.ts of 'this s.o.rt? 
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1 .MR-. EIOHARDS: 
~ 

That is part. of my duty .. 

2 MR.. SMITH: When y0u. rece::i-ve a c.omplaint., 

3 you investigate an,d you come up with some kind o';f report, and 

4 I imagine you co.me up with .some rec.ommenda.ti;on .on that report? 

5. J)lli:/.. RICHARDS ~- Yes. 

6 "' MR. SMITH~ By and large have·- your 

7 recomn:iendations l;)een followed out? 

-
g

~ 
1VLR. RIGl{ARDS: Yes .. 

,, . 
·9 

-:,... ~-
10 L ;briefly describ~ io•"'adl:Iit.io:n to receiving ~compJ,alnts -- would 

11 you briefly describe some o,f tb_.e other ,major feature·s of your 

12 program witb regard ti:;, records -- what are sofne of the 
• - ~ 

13 programs that you qave ~establishe~l in trying to b.rlng: together­

14 the Indian community and ]?ring about :a be·tter unders.tand:ing 

.. 15 • eommunl.:t:y and the. police department for the 
.I<~ •._., 

16 of :rec·tifying .some of 'the. problems that 

17 

18 · MR. ~:[QJIARDS:: That is a long ques-tion.~--;,:._"-,. . 

...~""~' 

19 r. :w}js he~.e ·wnerf ..;your Honor Mayor 'Barnet't was bere.,. and .I 

20 be11_-gve ii?~~\Tas %a'.sked '.the s-9-me ·t;ype or ques.tion~ J 
,,,,_,u- ""e:: 

1-7~ ?.., 
.21 Now, wesh$,Ve a lack of funding W:b.ich 

22·, Ou _your f::LrJ;'t visit.,_ we visited at the station.. . 

'23 I banded you my proposal whi.ch was .1:n r1ougb skebch o.r police 

24. eoIIJII1uni-ty-· relations p:r,'oj.ects.. Today,, .in fact.,_ I knew this 

~5 quest-ion was going. to be brought up.. I contact~d one of the 
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--
--:.1 

' ... 
~..,. 

,. I sergeants there who is handling our PR work ff-or the school 

2 system., and they bave initiated the elementa,.ry grades with our . 

3 community J?elaticms project.,. pedestrian safety., Donald Duck 

4 ': type of stufT that ktds g~;t a good image of the policemen. 

5 The lltb of' October., th~y will start a po1i.ce cadet type of' 

6 club.,. and they have· got .one going on mini bikes .with the YlYICA,_, , 

7 but nothing has really deveJ...o:petl in the minority pa,rt or- the 

.8 th:ing y.et. 
.. 
REV. BECK,~ In your duties as a 

10 policeman,, I su_ppose you mu.st appear iri ,court under different 

11 circumsta~ces frequent.iy? 

]YIE:. RICHARDS:' Quite frequent.ly. 

REV.• BECK: Have you observed that there 

are Indian citizens sit·t-ing on the jury frequently,. 

.. infrequently or not at ,all? 

MR. RICHARDS: Jurors? 

REV. BECK: Yes. 

MR. RLCHARDS: I couldn't say. I was on 

... .r 19 jury duty two years' ago.,_ and I think there was just one ·or 
.... 

r 20 two o:f us .. 
>;:%'ff~

·• 
~ 21 REV_. BECK: This was before you were a 
~ 

' 
,.,, ,.... 22 policeman? 

23 ' MR-.. RICHARDS: Yes., It- wa.s three years. 

24 REV., BECK: Since you have been on the 

25 i':orc'e., have you :observed that there are jur,ors who are Indian 

34 

https://frequent.ly
https://frequent.iy
https://elementa,.ry


l people? 

2 ·MR. "RICHARDS·:. The munici~l court,. in most 

3 cases, they 1 ll have a court trial. It ts up to the defendant 

4 as to whether he will take a court or jury -tr:1-alt and I 1 tn 

-usually busy,. unle;3s I arw ~ubpoe.naed to t.est;J:.fy, so I couJdn't 

6 trutbfully answer that~ 
..t ... 

1 RE,V. BEQK: Have yoil' heard any co~plaints 

8 tnat the Jndiap citizen.s are never put on tbe jµ,~y list in 

9 brder to be called as juro~s? 

10 MR,.. RICHARDS: Rave .I heard --

11 REV\ BECK: Any complaint;;;..that there are 

12 bon-tndian .jurors? 

13 MR. :f{ICHARDS: I have heard> but nobody Lg 

14 .ever complained to me., yon: know. 

15 MR. WHEELESS: Excuse rne.. Mr... E,ichards, 

16 -0ne more question. 

17 We have had some complaints I. believe on 

18 the conditionE? in the _coun~'y jaiJ ..-

,19 Have you had the oppq_rt1.:mi ty to .observe 

20 how prisoners are treated and even the living con4±tions in 

r21 the city-county .Jail bere in Rapi.d City, and what do _you feel 

22, 

23 MR.. ;RICHARDS: Well., I'll answer the 

·1atter par·t o·f your questiop. Contlitions are bad .. 

The jail that we have now is .quite--
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5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 inadequate.. In fact,. I' think if you wi.ll go down 'there 

.2. tomorrow -- I th.ink they are shartinE, conatruction,. enlargi.ng 

3 the facility o:r the jail.. On Saturday bight or on weekends 

4 • . you ~et the thin& f·'.i:l.?k~d. It 1 s very natural. 

MR.. WHEELESS : Maybe you '.don ' t want to 

6 r.espond bo this__., but I am going to ask you anyway, and ydu 

. can respqnd i:f you w:i.11.~·· 

When I was: here before I beli,eve I was 

9 able to receive a document, from the department of arrests 

•· . 
over a period of three years in Rc;pid Gi ty.._ My brief review 

11 of' tbat report indicates that over theJperi'od of' three years 

12 the total arrests for all of'fenses 3 . the Indians' p.ercentage 
• ·-

13 amounted to app.ro,xim~tely 65 or 70 per cent wherein the tot,c!.l 

14. population.,. Indian .population i,s something t believe around 

two, th'ree per cent. Does this mean anything to you? Wby 

16 qo you think that there is such a discrepancy betwgen these 

17 figures? 

18 MR. RICHARDS: Okay ..- My frieno Mrs. 

19 Waukazoo, · when sb~ was 11.p here talked about ho11sing. She said 

some of these ladies of' welfare -- she went. into tbe dea.l 

21 about these places, the living co?Jd:i.tions are very·bad, and 

22 in,aybe this ;Ls why ·that 'Indian drink·s... I have attencied the 

23 National Alcoholics Seminar l:;lere., and they say~ 11 What does 

24 an Indian drink forrr? 

As an Indian;; I don 1 t drink alone .. 
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r. ~ -~ 
,. ,.. 

1 I drink with someoBe else. But as. an India:rt_,·· 'if yd) move into· 

'· 
2 a non-Indian area.,. tlje landlord we. bave to pay $150.00 for 

3 rent., and they sbU:~ th:e- ligbts off -- we have to escape 

4 somewhere. We ar.e human.. Tbi:s is why :this bui;:I.ds up. I hav-~ • 
; 

5, been pushing for- a detoxicati9n center in Rap_id Cii;;y,; X would 

6 1-ike to .see the da~ wh.ere public intoxication \is no long·E?r a 
..... 

7 crime., but a di~eal;?e-. 'Th_e reason this comes -- -;t_ "'in~an- $kid 

.8'. row -- this W-il:t :.proba.bly c-ost ·:me 1·ater., but Mai.n Street :--.­

.9 unfortunately we have a 1-ong' +:i;ne of taverEs on Ma:in Street, 

10 and if this was '.Depwer or a large c:t ty,. mayb.e we could let 

11 the drunks lay out tner.e_., but primarily thif:l ·1s a tour;i.st 

12 town.,. and .as a polic.eman,., to "explain the law:; according to a 

13' city ordinance.,- you have to pick them up~ This is wby my 

J4 oeople hav·e 
~ 
this problem. There iS- nothing you can do about-

15 it. Just haul them to jai.l, and back again.'!! :,As th,g mayor 
, ., I ~ 

~-
16 says., it cos.ts $3.50 .for one individuai 

~ 

bo b..~ housecf, i.f you'• 
.;. . 

17 are looking at it mon?Y wise. They are,i..-·ziot crimitja'l's or 
~- ~ ~~:.,-

18 anything. ,.You have my FBI report. no£ sought for' .. 
7:o1r•i,.{r ... 

19 bott--:I.e. 0Maybe we 

" 20 have a reason_. .;.-::: 
~ ·• ,_,~"""'" 

2l MR. WHEELESS: What :you are-,, g:ett".i.ng at 

.,~ r22 I believe tbe reas9n for the percentage -of tJhos.e tot-?,-1
,:. '-

23 • arres.ts is because of the: PI situat:ion? 

24 ME. RICHARDS: Because the ·rep-eaters 

25 build up., ri.gbt .. 
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::=- -l-:: --;..

·1 
i --1 J1~ ,'J (}. MR. WHEELESS~ But- w~ ba.v~ .aj,sc,· qad :some
·'• 

·c0mpla:i,nts i:n- t.fre ,__ l:i.kid row did you call it? ., 

. 
JYIR'!; RICHARDS: Right. 

~. 
MR.. WHEELESS;- -- that you have wh:i);es 

; 

who also drink and who""·have drinking· p;poblems as w~ll. ,:Th.e:re 
1 J y ,.:. 

~ '· 
6 

•' 
: 

~ 

have ·bee:n some compJaints that :there is a diff'.erenc.e. in the 

way that the .,PO~~ce h~re~ in Rapid .C:Lty hap(i:l..e --
,· 

8 JY1R. JHOHARDS: Ok:q;y :v Do you want to ,PP t 

you~ pencils, down the're -,.. ,I ·wi.11 talk q;s an Indian. Not as 

a .police :officer. 

11 Tb,ere rs two systems ot: J1Js.ti.ce. You can 
-· 

12 probably note tnat in the Baxter Berry case., but th'ere are tw0 . 

..'i.-.codes of' justice-~. or:ie f'or Ind1:ans and one for white ~people. 

Just re9~ntly "'"- tl;:lj,s is :('rqm t;he poli·c.e 

; ..,.15 . ·- ,_ department -- we arJZest~d ~a la.dy.. It was a t~~f'f.ic violation.. 
~~1" ;.• .:~,~-

16 ,,.:<>-!'>-• Yet .she was very p:romin:ent. c:~hey dismis:;;ed it in the best 
~.._,-:.:,"" ~: 

?-,•>1)'~:t' 

-~ int.e;~st of' j1Jstice::.. 'What" i.'i' that was ca.rro:11 s.wan rs" wi.f'e: 
~.;;j.. 

~➔- ~~ 

J:8, k;: , or my wife -·- mayp-e the'y wou1tl dismi-ss it be~ca~se I am a 

.:; policeman, but. if it wa~ just, a local Indian -- ~J:i.·et same 

('.a,c:-· i:­

·z:~ -.r basis with .c.olo:r:ed people f'rom off' the Air Force Bas-e., and ,.
!}-- ... 

th·ere I s Indian -peopl.e -- somehow the po.lice of:~:i.,cer wouJ,..d· say., 

11Hey., you guys·., it•ts against. the pity ordinance t,o cori:gregate • 

23 11on the street., and you go., but they are not going to .do that 

.
24 to th-e white rancher or tbe cowboys .. Why? i thirik ·bas.ically 

25 it rs .s;t-ill soin'etbing, that :i.,s ta.-qght at home; you are taught-

https://t~~f'f.ic
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at home -- there is a white m.an'.s• saytng, that says~ 11There's 

2 only one good· Indian :and that. is the dead Indian.,. 11 bu·t we nave 
~ 

,, an Indian saying tbat 11 The only g.ood white man hasn't, been 

4 bo,rn y~t. 11 I tea.cJ::i ,:mY chi,ldr~:h ·this_, you k1:fow.. .J: ,. 

5 MR.. WHEELESS: 'What. are some.- of the :ways
" 

in which you think we can hel)t? 

7 Ma. RICilAijDS: ~e 1s beeh t.elling you all 

8 -ni~t. These peopJ_e hav.e been telling you to-day. 

9 MR .. " WHEELESS:: Do you have -anything in 

10 addition to add to what's be~n sa:i,d? 

11 MR •. RICB:ARDS: The only thing I am selling 
T 

;::tnd pushing, and I am doing it as an I'tldian arid -as a pol.fee 

13 pfficer,. that is., I would like to see this go down., this 

14 J?Ublic intoxicati·on. I would like to see a detoxification 

15 hospital built., and 
. 

we can; haul tbese people not to .jail but 

16' over there to be treated fqr· the disea:se be.cause they are not 

17 really committing a crime... I mean if you are goinK to pass. 

18 out, you haven 1 t vi'olated anything. 

19 MRS.- SUMMERS: I.f the community is tourist 

20 minded, do you have a. pressure to pick peoJ?._le up? 

21 MR. RICHARDS: I dicfo 1 t, hear the first 

22 part o :f your 9:ues t iob .. 

23 MRS,. SUMMERS; If Rapil:l Ci'ty is, _primarily 

24 a tourist town, and you have. pressure to pick peop:J,e up when 

.25 1t is not cold 0u.t -- I m~an perhaps you have a 
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constitutional right. What is that·? PI -- but' because Rapip 

2 City bas a tl:Jing,, ·w]:lat do people think about?" 

3 MR. RICHARDS: Right. I tbink you have 

that wherever you go. 

5 REV. BE,GK: In the prooedpres .at the time 

you were hired a:3 a ·polic.eman, do ,you feel that you ·were 

7 treated equally in applying. for your posit1:.0n and in yoµr 

trainin~? Do y.du tbin'lc you received eq-qa;t tr-eatID:ent or do you , 

f.eel you were discriminated against in any way q_ecause of your 

10 being Indian? 

,MR. RICHARDS: Many people, J:ndian people 

12 b.q.Ve different id~as of- what being. an Indian: is. I -have a 

different opiriion. 'When I. go to do a job, I do it because I 

• 14 am '• Sonny. I don 1 t see myself as an Indian. Yet you white 

.,15 people do ... I spoke· to Stevens High Schoo.l . This one teacher.. 
:..'· " 

r

,..."16 s_aid,. 11It I s your fault because you want- to have the latest.......... 

t15ing that the Indians crave. 11 

I said 11No, it isn't. It·1 s the non-Indian 

h~c'.iluse you labelle_d us. tr I am not the Indian commissioner . 
. 
-?~ 

~.,Jtm the Ind;i:.an pollcemat:1.. The nurse ayer there, she's not 

:mrs Doines the nurse. She 1.s the Indian nurse. The Indian·----;;· 
~ 

t.eacber and Indian. farmer, but you see what I am getting; a.t. 
~ 

23. MR. SMITH: Going back to Wasbington,. and 

'24· taking some of the problems you mentioned,. for instance, it 

25 • is kind of- incipi:.~nt. raci'Sm, it -kind of results lik~ some 
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··1 

2 
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' 

5 
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s8 
" 
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..~::', 

12 ' 

J~ 

14 

·15.. 

16 

17 

18 
,. 
' 19 

✓ 20 

21 

22 

23 ·"' 

24 

25. 

•~"If 

rl, -,,. "J l" ,4 

people bein~ ar:r?-ested, -an'B. others not· beibg a,rrest~d, for th:i,ngs 
. ,1' ',,,. 

like publi.c in toxi-ca;ti1_n -- cio y0u ?hi-dl:_ the a:pswe~ for that 
~t ~ :· 

Rap.id .City, and j_f :it .lies: :i,-p Rapid City,, what dQ /YOU bhfnk: 

it is? 

MR\ RICHARDS! .. }=?y &o.s:fi, I think it lies 

i_n both places, bl;!t-· ,somf --~, maybe in my area,. t]Jis probably 
;-..., . 

15,.es right b~re. ,,_ ,1 _have be~n telling· Mr~- Wh.~e1ess w:e hope, our 
"'. " • 

Indian service training :whiuh .the mayor covered this after.noon- -
,r 

tnat we will ge1t -~·.s.e.n~d.t±vity training for our young o.ffi.cers. 
,, 

He also stated: w~ ffnal:J,.,y rea:-l+'zed that if we hired ·a:. man 

with hire a man my ag.e, mq,ybe 30 years, the:y are, able to 

cope wit::h problems when. they are out in the, field,, be'Caus;e 

being a policeman, in <S-Oirr~. ca~es, our turnov,:er rate i.s. reall~ 

great.~ Maybe because it3t""S"'irlon'ey. Maybe. because i.t's bard•. 
ol'fS- ~ '-:,__.._ 

<-..._i >:-1 

It ' s hard ·being a pbI:ic~marJ,.- tre;, s alsd hard b?fng an Jh-dian. 
i'I "';o•'k ~ -=I --

,....,,.. 1 ~'"I' .. ''t:.• 

""What·· I am UJ;e-'.tting at is in ho_pe.s wbeb 
ri-l;,, ~ ·•'···-~••:"'.l'~ J;*. --. ~- --
~ ~,,... -:.· - ,.,,.-

we _..._ in f'act·, w.e s~'rt~'.a_ Our ·:Ji;iJU.an service tFaining in th~ 
~,z:.J ,. .. ~ C 

month of Oc.tober.. I hop"e·to g'e't=- q:ualif::h~J1 Tu.dian people and 
~ ~ 

- -~r- J!. ~ .., R' 

maybe a friend of' m:i;..n,e from- Neb-r.aska ha come a~d, teach what, 

yourig officers hett-e'r-1 .qq,?,i,.".r°fi~i:\~~?Then you get a one-to-one: 
""- :f t::,,, •..:..Ju"' -'D,t 

.si tuat-ion~ 
~ . t ... 

.MR. DILLON: I agree wrt.S\vou~ Mr. 
,r 

1 

R.i;:cha.rds ,. a:fuout it be;i.ng tough .b~in~ an Indian '.:?-nd,. you l{n9w,_, 
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X l 
.--,

,_,,-F -
.. -~ y l-, '1 

l -
1'being .at task :fe::,rce, thi~s· hearmg and everything., but we w?,nt 

2 to do something., Let me ask you this about the al:!3ohol;i.sm. 

3 Wben an Indian has to be 

4 institutionalized ,r- _you don't nave to answer this ,if you ddn rt 

want to., but ii' he bas- t·o. 
~ 

b:e inst·itutiona.lized to take the5 ~- . . 

6 cur(;! or anything, have· roa, noticed any ,abs.erva.t;i.on as to how 
,. 

..,,:' 

7 ne is treated? Is he treat.ed like a:ny other man? 

a. ·MR. RIC.HARDS: Here in Rapi·d CitJ[., the 

9 problem- is -- I have never real.ly followed it uip, because the 

10 veterans more than -li~ely will be taken to Sturgts., South 

11 Dakota. If he's not a··veteran, there i.s a ..state ho:;;pital in 
-. 

12 Yankton,. The .sheriff here flies him oyer there. This is 

13 where I hope some day we 'will establish a public 
~ 

h~alth 

14 hospital here for detoxification., f!O I .col::ildntt. sa;v- how h~ 1 s 

15 '" '"'r.reat::.ed. The only sad part o.f that sometimes. is the. 
,.:;:... 

,1'Q ,. ,environment; type of tbing l>ecause he do.es go t.nrougl;i a~-...~-":1o 

!1/' · " tre~tnfent, and when he returns., be'r s right back over here,, 
,a. ~· 

4 

·~ ·.., 
and !;;q:is is where Rapid City has failed in provid.tng

;!."""',t. ,..~ • 

'.19c;-
;2,(¥ 

employment and this type of thing. Not employment maybe, 
Y --..___ r .--v..- .• 

_;".:but~X,'·was out of::- a job f'or sµ months simply 'J:?ec:aus·e I am an 
r ,,,.,. ~ 
f"' Indi?-n. Ric;ha.rc;ls a:nd Larvey sounds like I was a non-Indian, 

22:.· · -··_ifl.bd when l went to apply for the job:, their moy_tns dropped,.. 

23 but then they said 1.et rs ·j:;:ry him out because he has got a­

24 good gift of gab. 

25 MR. DILLON, ., My ,fatb~r is a veteJ:>an,., ·but 
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i he went to the ho·spital and all. tbi•s .. 

2 When the Indians go to these hospitals,.,. . 

3 when anybody .goes goes ea the bospi tai, they are paid for 

4 their time and travel ... • 

5 Are there any ipstances to you:(' knowJ_edge 

6 where the Indian~ say,. -!-d;!Xln 1 t get paid _af? much a.s a 'white man? 

t JYJR. RICHARDS: I truthfully really don't 

8 •. know. 

9 REil. BECK: Any member of the staff hav~ 

10 any questions frorp: Mr . .Ri,cbard~Y 

11 Tr;ian,k you very much, sir. 

12 • MR, RICHARDS.: Well, I hope you keep your 

13 ·word and really do somethtng because I hat.e to have it turn 

14 out to be that this i.s jus½ anotber type of meeting where we 

:1;5 sit a.round and .josh. 

16 Thank you anyway. 

,., 17' REV. BECK': Is R~ba Canupp present? 

18 MRS~ CANUP.Pt I am Repa Canupp,. and I live 

19 in Lakot.,a Homes, a .section of Rapid City.. I am white.. I have 

20 Indian ch.i.:L_.dren~ 

21 This afternoon, I -- well,. this morning,, 
r 

22 :r sat here an.d I heard; Dr. Lindley -talk about; tr::ie problems,. 

23 why. 

24:. Being a mother of Indian children, I can 

25 tell you why. Discr.imination is practicing eonti.nuously. 
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1 Mr.. Coates, our· principal up therel attends-- public meetings -­

~ where parents are and says, ,uwe ·have no discrim;i.nation against 

3 the Indian children. 11 The children wbose parents speak out 

4, are then punished a little ways in school; not allowed to 

5 attend the library; kept out of the lunchroom.; taken to the 

6: counis.elo:r I s offiee; never tells us why they are there for, 

7 and make you wait through a class,. and then given demerits 

·~ because they m_issed a cla$s; c;tll humorous.,. small .things that 

9 the schools can do to pick on the child. 

10 My one qaughter left last year. An 

11. instance was we had a bus foT the Lakota Homes children 

12 attending school. It was a CAP bus, and the pa.rents paid CAP 

13 -$100.00 a mqnth for the bus because our children ar.e not well 

14 dressed. We are poor people. We don 1 t have money to pay for 

15' qvershoes. Childrep wear tennis shoes in· tb"e winter time, --~-
.. ~~ ,,._ 

,,
16 in 3O-degree weathe:r;, be;Low zero. They wear sweaters "'like I 

17 a:m wearing now bec;ause we can't afford it. 
,..,..... ---~--.; 
if~.. at i..• r ·;., a-

18 i:rhere were si:X. young Indian girls,,~;,. 9th 

19,.: graders and 6th graders.., playing snowball1;3: while tbey~:were _.., 
__,_ 
~·-. --v 1 

~2-0 wa;U:,,ing for this bus:, because -this bus bad to accommeAate 
u 

·~1. tbree schools in this area, so the children naturally nad ter 1 .. ~·:"'" ~-( 

22.. wait.,, so the.se si.x: girls :were pJ,aying snowballs outsidg tl.1;:e"",;; 

23 schocl., and a littl~ white girl came •Out. and g9t hit.. My 

.24 daughter, who- doesn:rt lie to me as a rule, said they did not 

25 t;.h,;row 'this snowball to this girl. She ran into Mr. --C:oates' 
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.. ,. 

... 
1 office. The next mornin~ two -tiniformea police oi'.f'icers came 

to our +ndian parents to tell us if our I,ndian children di_d 

3 not stop picking on this. little white girl that they would be 

4 expelled from school. Things didn't better.. We finally end§O: 
, 

5 up down in the probation office. The same wbi t.e girl ,Pressed 

6 charges against the same six Indian girls. Their word was no 

7 good. 

8 The teachers tell them, 11 :wno a.t>- y.ou need· 
. ~-

9 an education? WQ-at are you going to do? You are not ,going 

10 to go on to school. 11 So the kids drop out. Wouldn I t you., 

11 If I was this child, I .would .quit. 

12. When Mrs. Waukazoo said we couldn't get 

13 an appointm~nt with Mr. Coates,. she was telling the trutb. 

14 We went to Mr. Barnhart in Pierre. This ±s the only way we 

15 could ·get to tall~ -to this pri.nc.ipal b~.cause he didn it have 
r·~... •.. ·,!,, 

16 the time. 

17 The lnttian boy ttiat was .:heat up in North 
II' _,,_s..._,.;.~,.'/0 . 

18 Junior High by a 9oach -- ;.this· boy ha:d this coach 1 s 
""~ -~fd 

:i·; ! ,.,.a ~ 

19 permission to take t.his ba;ket:Sall out ·of scbool, but you can I t~,· 
·• .

20 answer a man wben he is choking,. .you a~ainst. the wa).l Wh{:m _you 
. ~J p 

., ') . , •. 
are a very ~by iyoung boy., a.9d the mai chokes you and pu,shes 

_, 

you against the wall an-d sa:ys,, i~Atiswetr~ me, answer me, ·rr how in •• 

the world can you answer him. There is no way . 

.24 The prejudices tbat are snowed in Rapid 

.25 Git.y are qUCh sly;; under tb,e table things --

45 

https://a.t>-y.ou


1 Now, I am white. I go into a grocery 

2 store. I .eat grapes.. .I eat ·candy ail :the t.ime. I always 

3 have.., I will probably get picked up for shop-lifting 

4 t61J].orrow because I __always do this. Y.es terday an Indian woman 

5 sat in my house, and she was faced with a sh·oplifting charge 

6 because. she ate a tomato in the store. She had $2.00 in her 

7 pocket. She tried to pay the Westside Safeway for this. tomato, 

8 and they wouldn rt accept it. In our East.side Saf'eway Stpre, 

9 Indian women have been searched right in the parking lot by 

IO the attendants, and nothing is done. It does bo· good' for an 

11 Indi.an person to bring any kind of .charges against bhe white 

12 society, against the police department,. against anybody. They 

13 can take our Indian man out in the north end of town. and take 

14 their spoes away from them at 20 below zero and make them 

15 walk-two mi:l'es out with frost bitten feet, but _it does no go·od 

16 --· ho say .artytYi;Lng because the next time you might walk four 
ii= -..... :.::.• 

17 miles. 
_;...ll!Lo:~ 

Yo.ti 
-

can ask fb.r help outside Rapid City. It doesn I t. 
,Jt,;-_ -~ 

18 -....do any goo'd because there isn 1 t any help coming., and there is 

19 . po way you ·c'a.n ·help her. 
-_; 

_:..~._..;, 
~ That Is abouab all I have to say ... 

21 • REV. BECK: Did you say that you. had to 

22 pay 
-~
t;::ti{)O.G'O'~'?-

. 
month for a Community Action Pr9gram bus? 

:t~.-~ 

23. MRS. CANUPP.: The Community Action Program 

24 was gener.ous -in aJ.lowing thls bus. They didn 1 t have to, but 

25 becaus-~ they realized that our ·children d.id n.ot have adequate 
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-; 

I 

2: 

~ c:;loth:i.ng t'.o "?a:lk thls -- and th.ey rnu;St. walk under the 
• ,,,· 

I'rlt:;erstate. There are tro sidewalks, and there are ·p:i.Ilars 

3 

4 s.idewalk, 
,::- " -1 

a.nd ~'.r wirlds wfl:t :bi-9w at 45 milecJ3 ~n hour, .so GAP 

5 was generous to supply us w.i t.b a bus. for this 'nominal fee. 

... 

, 

6 

7 

There was 100 famil~e~, and it was '.(ery l}ard., They reaJized 
't 

•it,. But. it was very gen~rous of them to?.do~ J'.t,., ·I wish it 

8 
,, ·, 

9 

> 

could be none agairl:. 5;Phe J:l(}hool systems w:i,,ll 

with a bus. ':.rhe state statu:t:e says t.h:ey must 

not proyide. us 

live two .and 

IO -' ;..; five tenths miles f.r.bt'!r'~·a ,s.cbool.. I think there is a ·human 

11 

12 

13 

14 

element here. I have a St0.ttibn wagon_,. wh.ich mo~~t ·of the t1.me 
,, .. 

' 
starts., and la:st year I h:ave hauled as high as 16 to 18 

,> 

children in this station wagon that I picked up a:long side the 
, , 

road~ 

'l 15 . By 'the· way, wben we had ou.r bus,,, teachers 

16~ would. do nice littl~ things like keep tl:}e children after 

17' .school and_ they would miss the bus and would have to walk 

18 home :in the cold~ 

19 REV. B~CK: Anyone have any qu:est-ions? 

20 

21 
.. ~ '--, 

22'~ 

23 

MR. t~ILLON: Mrs. Canupp., as far as y'.ou 
►'. ', 

know, these grf.e~a:nces -- have- you voiced any of thes~ ,J;o 
,,, 

city }1:all? I rh.ea.n ~o the. mayor,1 s office? ' 

"· ' 
MRS;. QANIIPP. Wpat good }i()Uld ft, :do'? , ')!-oli 

24 ta,i,ce them.. to city hall, q.nd they J?Ut them in the Wq.sbe: ,basket, 
~ 

25'. an& you wo1,1ld probably get 
0:.' ...: ... 

a ticket for spe.eding. 
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1 I got two speeding tickets last year. 

I was very acc1.u?ate.. :i have liv,ed here for 25 years. I got. 

3 two speeding tickets last year, and I got a letter from Pierre • 

4 ~- threatening t-o remove my d:river' s. liqense.. I- have got seven 

5 children at home, and .I don't have a husband so, theref'ore:, 

I drove· very carefull~y and -shut mf mouth. I'll probably get 

7 a ti.eket tomorrow,. :SUt my year is up so -- .• 

8: MR. S~ITH: Have you approached the CAP 

9: . : :bo see if they cou:J_d support a bus this year? 
... 

10 MRS. CANUPP: No,. ?ir, I haver,\ 1 t. I don't 

11 know if anyone e.ls.e frt>m Lakota has., 

12 MR. SMITH: It seems to be such a big 

13 issue. I w:oul.d imagiil~ :Somebody has .. 

14. MRS,. CANUPP: The thing is if the 

15 President can bus children; thirty ,miles in an area, wby is it 

' ,,,16 such a big deal that -our poor little kids can't have a bus . ..- • 

17 I know t;heir attitudes-. Maybe if' we were all white, and 

1~ eventually our Indian !,akota Ho.mes will ,he white., because th.-is.-
~ _,!I: 

-:-.--

19 is another way of changing things around -- maybe the 

20 children could aff'or.d them 
:-:-,..-..... ?'"fl

21 REV. ,BECKi Anyone have any other quest2ons?
• ...i;:.-· ~-

22 MR •. WHEEI::iESS: Just one quest.ion. Is there ~ _, 
~, 

2S a -- let me re-phrase that. 

24 Does the Rapld City Publ-ic School System 

25. pa.rticipat-e in the nat;i.onal bot breag;fast-lunch program? 
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2 
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'J 

10· 

11 
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13 

14 

i5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 · 

21 

22 

23 

24 

We had a hot lunch program at the Garfield School. We dqn rt 

have a lunch program now. We had a pilot lunch program at 

Garfield School., but we don't have -- we have a hot lunch 

program in I think two' schoo.ls, elementary schools. We have 

hot lun.ches in ·t.he j:imior high schools and in the high schools, 

bµt the grade school chi1:dre1;:i tqus ,far get· a sack 1.unch;, a 

cold sack lunch. The'. re~t of the program ---- we dob 1 t have the 

breakfast program. 

MR. WHEELESS.: Are you familiar :with the 

adm;i.nistration of the Title 1 Program? 

MRS. CANUPP: Yeah. 

MR~ ·WHEELESS: I won<;ler i•f y9u _want to 

comment on that. WQat are the programs, and ,how are they 

administered? If not, what do you ttetnk is:;:w.rong? 
~.,.<._ 

'MRS. CANUPP: I f-eel tl;lere is not enough
=.:1 ... 

:parent participatio.n in the progr,am. r·· think a lot qf the r 
~~ ,T',:'_~~ 

-;,~~ 

summer schools and things like th.ts -et:>u·ld 1?-~done- away with. 
~ c J 

w ~ 

I think we ·need Indian coUIJ,selors~ in ...tl:fe sch0ols. I think we 

need more teacher aides that are~lndia_n~· to -communicate with 

tbe Ind:i:a:n cbiid. I think our. :B~dian
0 

c:µ,l tu're' in the high_ 

school shquld be taught by an Indian. f' don",t know ho-w; it c.an 

be ·done. I have .lived on the reservation for 17 years. I 

donrt think I .eo:til-d teach j_t. 1 havenlf~ lived it., I don 1 t 

know n0thing about it. Last year there was a skit done, 
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•nc~. - .,.- " ';;'.;" ~ 

1: and I tb1nk-'th1s very simplif-ie~ Rapi<;l City.:, where the white 

2 minister comes in and says, 11 I have beaten you and beaten you 

.3 to try to teach you what is rign t; you are a heathen; when are 

you going to ever learn?'n 

I don I t tbi.nk you can raise an Indian child 

6 :Ln a white home. I don t t think you can teach an Indian child 

7 by white teachers. We have no male teachers in our elementary 

school. Indian boys usually look up to their fath~r in the 

family. I think it is very hard to relate f'emale -- there is 

10 a Glif'i'erenae.. The womep talk and the men talk, so the boys 

11 have no relationship,, and ~tis very hard for the young man. 

12 The girls have no one to relate to because the teachers don 1 t 

13· trus~ them anyway. 

14 MRS. SUMMERS-: Do the teachers aides have 

15 any contact" wlth the .students.? 

16 ~'°: MES. CTANUPP: All I am saying is if you 
'I 

17 were a:teacher's~'aide in the Rapid City schoql di~trict that 
.:~-,.. ...;,...,~ 

rr,~ 

.- ... , . ... .t"' , 

your c]::lance woul~ .he vevy minimal;
' ,_ that you would be allowed 

to maybe wash the ·n1ackbo'a;J?ds and pick up the children., 'bu·t I 

<'."lt-::~ ,J ~ 

doubt :f'.f ydu 'tfouJ.i:l. be allowed to have
' 

too much ,contact, with 
-

21 

22 "".r,_ MRS. SUMMERS: The reaBon J: aske~-d the, 

23 quest:fon is be<;ause mt J::mpression i.s this is the kina. of ,. 

24 thing they do everywhere, and they grade papers,. but they don I t 

25 nave contact with tbe students.• 
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MRS •. CANUPP: I thj,nk the-y should have more 

contact with the .students.,. but I don't think they have enough 

contact With the students,. 

MR. WHEELESS: Do you. know what the 

standa.rd of qualification for a teacher's aide is locally? 

MRS. CANUPP: Locally I ~hinl;t. they want 

two years of' college so., therefore., they can weed out the 

Indians. 

REV. ]?ECK: Thank you very much., Mrs. 

Carmpp., :for your st:atements. 

At this -ti.me., we nave no· other witn~sse·s 
,, 

scheduled., bu't we do have some time here. If t;h~re is: anyone 

'in the audience who feels t.hey would like to make a statement,, 

we Will be perfectly willing to have you come to the ~able. 

MR$. WAUKAZOO: I have a lady here who 
, 

would like to mak? -a st.ahement ~ 

-f\EV. BECK: Would you come up., pleas0e. 

Wou1.d you state your name and address and, 

what you do., please. 

!YIARY CARR: My name is Mary Carr. I am q. 

student at. Black Hills State. 

REV .. BECK: That is the state college?. ' . 

MARY CARR-:. Yes.. l am a mother on .welfare 

rigbt now. I am an amputee. I wenb to Vocation Rehabii.itat,i011 

to ask f9r some h~1p so I could get a vocation .. I am .a 
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25 

1 licensed vocational nurse., but I can 1 t do this type of work 

2 oecause I a.tn. an amputee., so I decided to go back to .school 

again. 

4 They first sent me to a place called 

National Limbs. I wept, q.own there I think it was in December. 

6 Now., in December;, they starte.d fitting· me for tbis leg. They 

took measureme!)ts with a tape measure~ Which surpr.Lsed me 

8 •:quite a bit because when the.Y made ·:tny p;resent leg:,;. which is 

~ very old now and it needs adjustments., and there is quite a 

few things wrong wfth it., so I do need a new leg.,_ so before 

11 when tbey did measure me., they had all these g.adgets that 

12 measured the picture ,of your leg., the ankle., all tbe 

13 measurement.s-.. They had this machine that you s.tood on top of. 

;I.4 I went down th~re.,. and they measured me haphazardly., and they 

said., 11 We should have a l~g in a couple of wee},{s~ 1l Th~ leg 

1,.6 arrived. It was two :inches too short. .In no way did it look 

17 , .,.· like my old natural leg. I .couldn rt stand on 1..:f.. It 

18 buckled, it hurt.,. and when. I complained., he. told me r; 1d .get 

19 U'Sed to it. I sai.d., ·nNo, .I won rt; I want it fixed; I want i.t 

at tb.e right angle. rr 

I have been down the.re ·for fi tt.lngs over 

22 a perj_dd of• .ten months to ,get- this leg. I finally received 

23 this leg a ,couple days. ago. Ii;' z:ti1i buckled., I complained 

24 about it. The man became very angry wi.th me and said., "Look., 

jfou have been bigh-ly 1.moooperative with us.,. u and I was quite 
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•surprised becau.se I was very ·meek· witb them.... •11 1li'hi~·bime he said, 
,.. 

11 You have been uncooperative.n I said, 11:wtiat g9 you mean? 
,-

bave been patiently waiting :for ten months. ir My present ~eg 

·t-ook me less than 30 days to be completed. My col.:!'.nselor said., 

11.I think if you were a nic.:e little WASP, you would have had 

that leg 1 
r -- but this is the t.YPE: of treatment I oa:ve go·tt.en 

-from National Limbs~~ I:'°do. haye th~ leg pow ..,, I took it home. 
"' ' -~ ' 

I got :rt at home~ I. p4t it on, and I fell with it,~ ·'s.o I. made 

it to the doo·r -- I had t·o hang onto thiYigs. I felt poss.ibly 

they may be right. I go.t into my car. I dro:ve to ·m;v- moth~r'1s~ 

and I tried to walk, and .I fell again, and .I called my mother, 

and my mother called them., and they Baid, r1'The J.eg' has alrea_dy 

been paid for by Na,t:l.ona.l Rehabilitatioq. ::i::.r ah;~ doesn't. want· 

it.,, we can sell it bo spmebody else .. if Anci I don't know b,ow 

they will because ;it I s s:upposed to o.e my tne~ur.,emen-.t.13, so· this 
t;, ~ ~-

·~. ""{ y ~~ -oi ~-;,,Y.t~" 

is the kind qf .:treatment I have g9tten.~-:3--, .,.;. ,,. .;;. ~, 
'< 

~?"~..... . ½ .... )1 ~ 

I}id yo,=.r~..~eport:' t~";l:-~ to 
l"'-

~ 

Vqqatio·n Rehabilit.atieon? 

i[l1J:ARY CARR: Yes. 

;.. '} ~j • ... - :;_~ i ~ .... li :\""~·~-:--: 

top of' thi&,- they hafi a '.c:0n:t;eren,c:e __,here .?'ih 't:h,e,;,,. A.lex.._,_ J obt1~on -. - . ~ ~ ~ 

for rehabilit.a'.tion, aYid, I explained that'.::'"t rJ~f:'.s ti,l"l in. th·e:· • 
.~ , , . > .-~ ,-;:: ,, :.: :.:, i 

pro~ess." of t.rying,, to get. t;his leg -=- it "w'a.~ s~irnra:::L t11ontbs 
• ~ , _.L. ,,,..:J •'-'-r-4 

then,. and I told them Wbat was.,happening., and. different .ones. 

,of' 
., 
them f.vom around -tb~ coljn.try said that these; peo,pl.e are 

suip-,pqsed t;o have three bids, and I don 1 t know where tbey get 
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1 them from., r'[;Y coutjselo'r told me that he wbuld have sent me to 

2 a bekter pl.ace i.n ·:M:Lrm_eapolis., but then I would have had ·to 

,3 wait about two-months., and I have waited ten months for this. 

., 
4 

·, 

5 -· Rehabilitation is a 

MR:. WHEELESS: Mrs • Garr.,, Vocation 

faeilit.y of t-ne welfare department., I 

9 think, is it not? 

1 ·REv: • .,BECK~ Public instruction. 

8 lYIR.• WHEELESS: Public instruction. 

9 MARY CARR: I think they a~e separate., I 

JO- really don I t k,now.. 

< 
1i MR., RUDDELL. They are a part..of the 

,, 12 public instruction. 

13 MR. -WHEELESS:; Well, have. you brought this 

14 to the attention of the ne:x.b level o:f respon.sioi,lit:V; whatever 

15 bbat is? 

16 

17 ~-

MAR~...-;ernRR·: The supervisors? 
j, .,,,,. 
~ 

> ~ 

MR. ~EEtrESS: Yes. 

18 Not only my counselor .. I went 

~ ..... l~ .;,. up above him., ~and_,;[~wen't,., tro his supervisors., and s:eve.ral of us 

.20 

21 

22:.: 

"'"'.. 

went· :down.,. arfq.. we .tffeJ; down there., and I 'felt like I was 
~~IL ~_lie \~~ ., ~~.,,.·-,,.. 

~~ i-- i-4,,t, 

outnumbered down tifer,:e, .•amd when I complai_neo. to N~tional 
_'·-;t, -~ ' J.; '° .. . ,,, '• ,. 

Limbs.,. they sa1.d ~b-ey we~e getting kind of ,fed up wlot,h t'b-e· 
t .. V -

23 leg man because -h~ wasnrt doing hi.S job., so _Reqg.b cail)e down., 

,24 .. 

25 '. 11 Well., I 
~ 

·, 

think ,they al& should meet; 
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,_._ -:1 • ...,,, '.t someone come ;in and evaluate this leg and show what is wrorig 

2 with it .. n They didntt really want to do that. He ::said, 111 

3 don I t think we shoµld have· all these people down there, 11 you 

4 'know. He di9-n .1 t want anybody coming in. So I don 1 t know 

5.• whether sq, I dqn I t k_now who you could call in to evalua,te· 
.,
6 this l~g. I do haye the feg at the house, but I am not 

7 capable to wal.k with it.. I mig;.ht if I bad crutche.s ... They 

8 were ready to push these off to me. I heard different ones 

9 coming ;to me and complain about them hurting, and I bear them 

,., io 'Say, uyou 111 get us~d t.o it,! 11 I didn I t have to get used to 

ir any pain :whe-Q. th.ey fitted me for this leg. The man that fit 

12 me for this leg was very much concerned a.bout appearance. 

13 They fitt.ed me for: this' l~g:, and it had no• sJ::l.:ape t~Y it 

14 whatsoever. It was just something there.. If it were a man, 

it wouldn 1 t make. any difference,. but as a female, tt doe~ make 

16 , - a dif.ference. 

11 MR. RUDDELL: Where did you get. tbe good 

one? 

MARY CARR; Detroit, Michigan. 

I tbink if' I were very silent like the 

typical Indian usually ?,.ccepts a 16.t of thing,s, but becaus~ 

/"". I have been brquglJ t up bi· my mother who s·peaks out,, I wasn I t 
r 

:23 ' ready tq· accept, anything that is .shoved onto me .. 

,24 REV. BECK: Do you know if thiE. was done 

25 by re.al racial discrimination or an attitude 
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MARY CARR: I think it re,la_tes b6th to 

inco~petence; also to prejudice. 

REV. BE.CK:. Any other ques.t.i.ons? 

MR.. ,· t.alked "to othe_r peopleSMITH:. You bave 

whp have recei:ved limbs from the same a.saocia~ion,,. not Indians.,· 

who have gotten better treatment?• In other worµs", have you 

been able to .qom:pare the tr:ea.tment you have rece·ived with 

other people? 

MARY CARR: No, l iiav~n I L. I &on ~t know -­

l\1R._ SMITH-: .Besid.es r..eceiv.ing the limb., do 

)fOU receive some kind of;: therapy of some s0r-i;;? 

MARY -CARR: No, it iBn 1'·t ·neeessary. I 

imagine it would be {f it w:a,s for your fi.rst f'i.tting; They . 

teacb you bow to walk with it,. and that 1 s about all. 
, 

MR. RUDDELL: Are you by any cflance on the· 

r "' 
,~ _:tyINN program? 

~ _,.:; MARY GARR:. No., Rehao. 
¾, 

·- .ii' ..t 

BEV...BECK: Thank you ve11y·'mtj.ch :r:or, your 

,statements.
-~ ·> 

Is tI:rere amyone else now this evenin,g who 

-would you state your name, .residen:c-e .find 

,., ;;_.. .~ i. • .., 

MRS~ MONTGOMERY: I am Mrs. Mon,tgbn;tery~ 

and I live at 64 Ea:st v{arnblee Drive, Lalwta HGme.s JrJ· Rapid 

https://ve11y�'mtj.ch


1 Gi ty.., and I am here tonight becav.se I liv~ in ~akota Homes., 

2 and one of the things that happened within the 'last wee~•"'"·-: 

' ' 3: I have seen several of the members. from the cooperative housing 

4 .receive letters I:1tating that the:ir rent will be raised b~ 

5 October 1st-, and at: this t'.i:me,. there is a freeze. Now,. is it 

6 possible for a cooperative housing to r?,ise rent on low income· 

people?7 

.8 MR. SMITH: You mean du.ring the freez.e? 

9 ,MHS. MONTGOMERY: During the .freeze. 

1()' MR;.. SMITR: I am not sur.e when• the freeze 

1.1 ends .. 

12 l)IIR. WHEELESS: .November 5tb. 

13 MR. SMITH:· :r don 1. t see an;y reason why a 

14 cooperative developm_ent would be exempt. 

MR. WHEELESS: They are not~ 

16 MR.. SMITH: I don I t believe that is. valid, 

17 · and that is kind of an off the cuff reaction. 

18. MRS.. MONTGOMERY.: . Well., I was hoping 

19 maybe Mr. LaBau or somebody was .here so they -.could hear this. 

20 Anotner complaint that I have -- we do not 

21 have a boar.d o-f' directo.rs that is active at· present in the 

2~ · • cooperative housing, and certain people are taking action 

23 like, for instance, getting us annexed to tbe city,, and 

24 s.ince -- well., within the sanitary district we bave objected 

25 to this, and we are still putting up a .fight;, and probably
' ' 
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#.; -·--t'_!'_f!"~ ,., 

1 some of' you read it,.i.n tJ{JipaP._E;iJr'"' They delayed lt t;w~n-ty 9-ays 

2 so that the sanitary disbrict and the ciyi.l as~ociatidn with 

.,s the .Siot14 Addit:io.n and the Lakota Hornes would get together and ·" 

4 make some kind -of decisio.n. These are the. th:tngs- that the 

coop h9u:sing is doing :Without •q. board of directors.5 

. 
6 MR.. SMITf,l:; I am not sure wbat 

~ 

you me~n 
:! 

7 whe~; yc,u say noop: ho_usm(. Arf'J you referr-ing. to all of •• 

~;.,.. '·s 
.¥ 

.. Lakota Homes? 
•, ~..- ·!l'~f 

'. ·~ 
r 

~9-'' MRS. MONTGOME..RY: No:, ,C09:B l;lqusing. Se:e,, 

"' 10 the member.s o:r the Lakota Homes belong to th~ cqoperat.i,Ve:.; 

11 J.VIR. SMITH:.\'. When you tl;Llk about tre• 

12·" 
,, 

cooperative., you are talk:i'.ng ·about tbe organi'zabion •oi home 

13 owners.'? 

--14 MRS. MONTGOMERY: Yes. At one time., this' 
" 

"15~· housing was mean_t for Si2Jl~ Addi_J,;ion. Sioux .A-adition pert .in 

, ~~ ~-•• ~i ~ ,.,;f A_.•16 nousing., and i.n;~-t:.,ea4: af putJiing housi.ng in at Sloux.. 
,,~ ··.er ?rftA!l 

,~ .,_ 4,. ,17 Addition --· here aga=1,,;_n ts ~whe:t?,~you bring in -- I don 1 t know 
.J, 

~..
18 if it 1 s discriminati-0.n .oJ?~i'.t 1s- just tb-at we·-are tm.ch iow 

~- ~• r 
,I 

19 
< 

c> 

20 they take the ho:usir+ffe_ a~d ·pUt r..:i;j; across the street and name 
..: 
~ . • . 

it th~ cobpe.rat~ve h-oustng., but J3ioux Addit•ion c;Iid put in t:or .. ~""" -;~~ ·''•
22 -tJJis qousing at one ~ti.me-;,; tfnd ~bere we are, still B-itt.in:g there 

..;. .... ,.. 
~ ')a 

with rni t. l:ittle snacks a till crying for housing... 
'\ I' ' 

24. MR. SMITH: Would you. like to comment o.r:i 

.f ~he quality ..or .lack of police protect;Lon. 

5B 
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,, 

MRS.-: .MONTGOMERY; For a person outside of 

the city limits,. the on'J:,y police prote-ction we .get. is fFom2 

the ·county~ which would o~ tbe sheriff 1 s department ..3 

s. 4 MR~ Sl\'IITH: Do you find that inadequate? 

Do you thipk you ne~u .more police :protection out there? Ii;; 

, 6 that a problem at al).? 

5 

7 MRS.• MONTG01'4ERYt This i~ bne of' the thing:: 
.• 

s· several of the people f:eel that is ·needed, is poli~e 

9 protecti9n, and I eb,ibk, .a:no.tber is busin~·· for the children out.. ~ 

10 in- that area, and another one is. low water rates, and that is 
-~ 

11 the. reason why they .w:ant~d to be annexed to the cd.:ty, 1:>e.cause 

.;!,
," 

,12·'' there is another 40 new homes corning up within the nex.t se.veraJ 

~ 13 months., c!.nd they can'r].ot' bui,1-d those 1.f.O homes unless .-..- if' we -.• 

14 we. .get annexed to the city, and being -a sanitar:y d:LS..trict 

15 I ~E:.1,ieve ..Mr. Glassg~w from the cit-y council talke;.d about 
-~~ 

l-'; ,t:-!I, ~ 

1~ .>" .,. ~.i.res.q$ing our Sc!,nitary dist.ric·t, ·which we objected becau.se we 
;,,--, 

t :t 1-, -..--

r'i \. al?e:_a,,. state entity, and, it will have to go through the state 
eo. ,,;:1'1i 

~-,.,,,.. d,."t. -?:?.!S_ 

.18 - v '? '.ieg±iiative befo,re they can do tbis. 
-·~~ 

)9 ~·' MR. SMITH: AX'e the members o-:f- the 
+ . ~~ -'?c'" 

s-- • I 

~q l -cooperative pretty unanimous and fipm in thei.r opposi·tion :to~-~ ~ __,,;..,, " 

·~21 be annexed to the cit.y? Are most oi' them pretty much against
r-- --~ 

22. 
::1, 

MRS. MONTGOMERY: There is I believe --

24 there is· two different petitions that went out. The first 

petit.ion wa$. for annexation;, and at the time·, the Rap:ld :City. ·' 
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Journal said that 80 pe.r cent of the -people of Lakota Homes1 

2· wanted annexation, s·o in order to find out ~n:ow ,marry people were 

3 interested in being annexed, I took a petitio~ around and 

:4 found out' that th,_ere was not 80 per c,ent of ):;he people th,c3:t 

wanted annexation, because I would say at. least 10 or 155~ 
,• 

--;.: 

(>,c per c-en't. o;r the people thab were out there .did not vote _..., I 

7 mean did not sign the first petition or the s-eco:nd pet1tion. 

.. 
a. MR.. SMITH: Are you personally in .f~yor 

9: b;f' annexatior;i or not? 

10 MRS. MON~GOMERY; I .p.m against 1 t .. 

11 MR. SMflH: What are your reasons for 

12 bei.ng against it? 

13 MRS. MONTGO]JIERY:: Beqause at one .t.ime I-

··~ -14 was chaiTman of' th,e Lako~a sanitary, district for three years, 
i 

15 and we JIOr¼ed hard to get water ·out tb· Sioux Addi.tion. We -. 

16 ~went . 
" 

.to the -city far help to get water, an.d we were refu-sed 

11 s~ye:rnil times~. so ~e got the backing o:I? di.fferent church 

18 orga.ni'zati-ons and civic groups,. and w-e finally did get' water ·­

19 from t-g~ cdfy, and we were p~t out there as a pilot proj ec·t, 

20 arn:1 in order to get water;,, w~ had to f'or.m a sanit.ary dist:r:-1:ct;,, 

2J and_ that i.s on~ pf tbe. rea~on.s why we are ':1ti"ll 'ffght.ing to 

22: 

2~ .MR .. WHEELESS: Tb,E;!se water ·rates, are 

24, the-y levied b'y, tl;le sanU;ation district?.. Wh?,t percentage of 

2£>' the wat~r~ bilJ,. th$,t I run talking about -- you take a family 
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that pays $35.00 or· }40.00 a m9nth, for example, for'-"'thii\ w1:fter> ,, 

bill., what percentage 6f that would you say is a city charge 

and what percentage of that is charged by the sanitation 

district? 

MRS. MONTGOMERY·: I believe you and I got., 

inf;;o that this spring .one time; and I don I t think we came to 

any solution becc;1.use at tha.t time I tail..d yo-µ that I would haye 

'" 
to go back over the papers,. and I was trying to explain it to 

you., remember.. 

IVIR. WHEELESS: Yes • 

MRS. MONTGOMERY: And W? didh 1 t· seem to 

reacn -one and another . 

MR<! WHEELESS: l didn 1, t unde_rs tand you. 

Cou,ld you explain it t0 me again? 

MRS. MONTGOMERY:: .As of now) what the city 

number l:t and,_ of- course,. the sanitary distriq.t i·s f'ightir-rg;;:---.,
;rt";.,.....- ~ I;,. 

), J 
---:.c-, 

' ~.._..-;;,J-

ag:ainst the annexation., and the city did promise us }.f tney· 
.,., 

annexed Lako~a J-Iomes,, they would give Lakot<;'l. Romes 'CJ.try ra:t-es . 
:_,..p ~! ~ ...,> 

...., .-:~•";-<"'' ~-. L.J. 

.and Sioux Addition the same rates as. Lakota Homes., wn:ich .would'}'.,._,
'- .; -17; , ::·~ ·1:r 

~ -_.. 

be the city iates .. As o.f now what we pay is 50 per c--ent of'._. 
~ ;;-~~ ~--: 

the sewer is a lot higher th.an what the city is pc!,ying.,__ :the 

'· 
people in the.. :city are paying, because we p:ave- to pay a high 

rat~ ~Or:'. sewag,e ,out the're.,. and thi.s is o.ne of the que$tio_n_s 
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...:r.A::.c ic--i. , .. ,
I asked at one of our meet:tngs..,~ with ,..,_phe mayor. 

MR. WHEELESS: You are ·paying 50 per cent 

3. of the total cosb? 

4 MRS. MONTGOMERY: Ye?, since we are in the , 

5 sanitary district. 

MR. WHEELESS: Your solution to the 

1 problem would be for the city to lower this rate comparable 

.8 with what the rate is in the city? 

9 MRS. MONTGOMERY: Well, this is pn~ -pf the 

.10 things that was brought up, and it is up to the distrlct and -

11 the civic group to decide,. and then see if Lak:ota Homes would 

12 go along with it, but I don 1 t think they have come to any 

13 dei"inite decision yet. 

14 MR. DILLON: I have a questio:n> Mrs. 

,15 Montgomery. As far as. your problems bere regarding -- well,-, . . 
<r ,1· 

16 the annexation and this ot};}er th1ng., ·4,o you get. aJ;Jy help from, 
~ ~-·-~ 

17 say, any of your tribal officiaHr,. y9'ii,.. know", from your own 
~---~ {," ~. ~ ' 

.f ~ il~ 

18 reservation? Do they put i-p a'' plug iar you or anything like ~·-~ ,....., ~ ,~ 

19 that? I know it's not in . t{.)is,,-;jruiiscf:tction,.. I mean it's the 
.... - ..,.,I',, .., ........ 

20 human thing. Do they give you ac1:w he.lp by, say, calling the 
,.. ..... 1-':1> ~ -<'~~~ e, 

21 mayor or anything like this? 

22 MRS • lllON.TGO:M..El;ff : I .don't think so because 
_;r i 

23. I think ev.ery ind,ividual out there is on their own, and 

24 everybody that lives out there~- and you have to be working, 

25 y~ou have to hold a position~ you have to be on welfare or draw 
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.. 
lj,- ~ 

... ..,,. a 

1 61d ~ag~ ai"s1.stance or some sort 0.f pension so you can meet this _,., .,.. ~-_... -

2 pg.yment every mo.nth, and the lidusing is meant for low income 

3 • peopl-e, but I think that •·s something else that the board, was. 

4 supposed t0 contr9l., but s.ir'ice we don't have no board; I 

5:. believe it I s out of co.ntrol now,, and we hay:e a lot or- peopJ.~ 

6 ·, that are moving. in the-re that ..are not low income .. 

7 MR. RUDDEL~: Why is it you don It hav@ a, 

·s board., and l>eca-q_s-e -of' the Tack of a board, who governs? Who 

9- makes the decision? I mean how do you .:operate wi.tbou t a 

10 board,? 

11 • ,JYIRS. MONTGOMERY: We did have a board at 

12. one t-ime;, but here again a lot of' people think. it's •• 

discriminc:tti-Pn- .Mr. Loafer was our· chair,Q1-an, but due to the 

14 fact that he was being threate,ned with eviction P.apers., which 

were-never served on b:;tm when he was still living cout there, 
'}(-t"' j,\#.;;;,..,..~ 

~~ '1? _.:.l" 

tut o'i-1 ace.aunt of' that., :c' think he was afrai-p. to act,_ you know_;
~"',,. - ~tfr!rs.,""':: 

-.:....- -.ir.~ 

17 '"'~ust~ .s-q;rt :,_o_f put thing-s :Ln a _position where he wasn I t active 

ir~- . ~-: ~ :~ :"':~
18 ':.q.ny '.nlG-,r>e ., ; 

(f.1 ·- ... 

·~ 
...,,... " -b. >:--.-,19 ... ~- . MR. RUDDELL; Who serves eviction papers? 

o'"" • 

~ -~-
~he ·!1..~uping,»E-uthori tY? .., 
~- ~ ~ 

lYffi.S. MONTGOMERY: There woul.d be -- I meap • 
.,,--!t- "~ h:-., ~ 

22 • 1:;_be ...s.heri.fi ,,.usually serve$ thetn after the housing a:u:thorit:V 
~ '1 ---a, 1• 

"< 

.23 okays them. 

MR .. RUDDELL: The housing authoTity, is 

25. that a- grdup of' pe-ople or two or three'? 
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15 

20 

25 

1 MRS. MONTGOMERY: Which would ·be Mr. 

2 Mortimore and Mr., LaBau, the managers. 

3 MR. RUDDELL: They are the housing 

4 
~ 

authority? 

MRS. MONTGOMERY: Yes. 

6 REV..BE.CK: Thank you very much, .Mrs .• 

7 .Montgomery., f'o.r your st:at:em"ents. 

8.- If tbe:re are no other per,s:ons, .desiring to 

-9· make a statement, I will adjourn this session of the hearing -

Come. forward, please. 

11 This w.ill have to be! our last witness for ... ..~ ~ 

12 tbe evening., and after this wi tnes~, we will ~d:jou.rn until 

13 tomorrow morning at 9:00 A. M. in the same room .. 

14 Would you state your name., pleat£e.. 

BERNIE GREEN: Bernie Green. 

16. REV. BECK: What do you dq? 

17 BERNIE GREEN; I work 9J; S,oo San.., r)u.rsin 

18 assistant. 

19. .I would like to say that if you c.ould 

support our alcoholic program ttbat they are put ting -- you 

21 know, trying to get 1.;tp at Soo San., it would be nice, because 

22 we get a lot of Indian patien.ts who have ci.rrhosis of the 

23 liver, and we do have a lo,t or· room up at Soo San to t9-ke care 

24 of ~bo.se people, but I think that our advisory board had asked 

for, you know., funds, but they got just so much a:nd that was 
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1 all. We could have a ;n:1.ce plac-e· up there if we could get 

.2 131.J.pport from some°Qqdy else to he,lp u.s with it., q;nd we can 

3 .start treatfng some -.6:r our In~d+a:.ns up there. 

-r 
4 I wor:(Ld have to .recpmmend that 

...5 you sp.eak to agenc:tes and g;,rou32s and civic: min9-ed peorlle il:l 
:;,...,;'. 

-
~ 

·6· Rapid City because most o:f µs are not. 

7 

-a. That if} a1-l~ Thank you. 

9 meeting will be adj ou:tned ., '.~ 
li 

·, 10 ('End o.f this session .. ) 
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