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U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

TUESDAY MORNING SESSION, FEBRUARY 16, 1965 

The Commission met in the Recreation Hall, Veterans Ad.ministra
tion Center, 1500 East Woodrow Wilson Dr., Jackson, Miss., at 9 :30 
a.m., Tuesday, February 16, 1965, the Hon. John A. Hannah, Chair
man of the Commission, presiding. 

Present: J olm A. Hannah, Chairman; Eugene Patterson, Vice 
Chairman; Mrs. Frankie Muse Freeman, Commissioner; Erwin N. 
Griswold, Commissioner; Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., Com
missioner; Robert S. Rankin, Commissioner. 

Also present: Howard W. Rogerson, Acting Staff Director; William 
L. Taylor, General Counsel; Samuel J. Simmons, Director of Field 
Services; Warren I. Cikins, special assistant to the Staff Director; 
M. Carl Holman, Information Officer; Michael Finkelstein, Assistant 
General Counsel; Charles Humpstone, staff attorney; Roy Littlejolm, 
staff attorney; Richard Bellman, staff attorney; Brian Olmstead, staff 
attorney; Edwin Wolf, staff attorney; John Birkle, Financial Man
agement Officer; Robert Amidon, Chief of Investigations; Alan Marer, 
staff attorney, Department of Justice. 

PROCEEDINGS 

Chairman H ANNAH. Ladies and gentlemen, this public hearing of 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights will now come to order. 

I am John A. Hannah of East Lansing, Mich., the Chairman of the 
Commission, and I should like to introduce all of the members of the 
Commission. 

On my right, Eugene Patterson of Atlanta, Ga., editor of the At
lanta Constitution and Vice Chairman of the Commission. 

On my left, Mrs. Frankie Muse Freeman of St. Louis, Mo., who is 
associate general counsel, St. Louis Housing and Land Clearance 
Authorities. 

On my right, Dean Erwin N. Griswold of Cambridge, Mass., dean 
of the Harvard University School of Law. 

On my left, Reverend Theodore M. Hesburgh, South Bend, Ind., 
president of Notre Dame University. 

(1) 
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.And on my right, Robert S. Rankin, of Durham, N.C., professor of 
political science, Duke University. 

This hearing is being held under the authority of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957, as amended. 

The Commission on Civil Rights is an independent agency of the 
U.S. Government, established by Congress in 1957 and authorized by 
the Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964: 

1. To investigate complaints alleging that citizens are being de
prived of their right to vote by reason of their race, color, religion, or 
national origin; 

2. To study and collect information concerning legal developments 
which constitute a denial of equal protection of the laws under the 
Constitution; 

3. To appraise Federal laws and policies with respect to equal pro
tection of the laws; 

4. To serve as a national clearinghouse for civil rights information; 
and 

5. To investigate allegations of vote fraud. 
Under the law, the Commission submits reports to the President 

and to the Congress containing its findings and recommendations for 
corrective legislation or executive action. 

In carrying out its factfinding duties the Commission has held 
formal hearings in many States including Alabama, Arizona, Cali
fornia, the District of Columbia, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Michigan, New Jersey, New York, and Tennessee. 

The Commission in planning this hearing decided to limit its inquir
ies in general to the two areas of voting and law enforcement and to 
limit its inquiries in these fields to occurrences that are relatively re
cent, generally subsequent to January 1, 1964. 

To answer questions that could be raised by persons who ma,y have 
filed complaints with the Commission a,nd a,re not being called upon 
to testify-I would just add that in general the Commission has ex
cluded the calfu:ig of witnesses to testify in the area of voting from 
counties involved in voting cases now in the courts instituted by the 
Department of Justice. Nor does the Commission intend to delv.e 
here into other cases that are involved in Federal court proceedings. 

The Commission is not a prosecuting agency. It cannot and does 
not seek to punish anyone. The ~formation the Commission collects 
at this hearing will be evaluated, along with other information, in 
its report to the President and the Congress, at which time the Com
mission may also recommend such corrective action as appears to it 
to be necessary. 

In an e:ffort to secure a. just and accurate assessment of the status 
of civil rights in Mississippi in voting and law enforcement, the Com-
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m1ss10n has subpenaed many witnesses to appear before it at this 
hearing. The first part of the hearings will deal with voting-fol
lowed by sessions where witnesses will testify on alleged inequities 
in law enforcement. 

The final sessions will be of a different nature. For these sessions 
the Commission has invited knowledgeable :Mississippians to partici
pate in panel type discussions to state their views on civil rights prob
lems and progress in Mississippi. 

While the sole purpose of all Commission hearings has been the 
securing of information as required by law, these hearings have fre
quently had an important collateral effect. Commission hearings 
have frequently played a useful role through stimulating discussion 
among responsible community leaders of the causes and effects of ra
cial discrimination. These discussions have opened channels of com
munication between the races, have increased understanding, and have 
encouraged the correcting of injustices. 

It is the hope of the Commission that this Mississippi hearing will 
prove no less ivaluable in producing useful information and in helping 
the people in Mississippi find just and effective solutions to their civil 
rights problems. 

Now I am going to call upon Mrs. Frankie Freeman to read a state
ment with reference to the rules that govern this hea,ring. Mrs. 
Freeman. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Thank you, Dr. Hannah. As the Chair
man has said, this hearing has been divided into two parts. First, 
there was an executive session which was held in the Federal building 
on February 10 and 11, 1965; then, beginning this morning, testimony 
will be received in public in this room. 

At the outset I should emphasize that the observations I am about 
to make on the Commission's rules constitute nothing more than brief 
summaries of the significant provisions. The rules themselves should 
be consulted for a fuller understanding. Staff members wiU be avail
able to answer questions that arise during the course of the hearing. 

In outlining the procedures which will govern the hearing, I think 
it important to explain in some detail the differences between the pub
lic session and the executive session concluded last week. 

Section 102 ( e) of our statute provides as follows-and I quote: 
If the Commission determines that evidence or testimony at any hearing may 

tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person, it shall receive such evi
dence or testimony or summary of such evidence or testimony in executive ses
sion. The Commission shall afford any person defamed, degraded, or incrimi
nated by such evidence or testimony an opportunity to appear and be heard in 
executive session, wit.h a reasonable number of additional witnesses requested 
by him, before deciding to use such evidence or testimony. 
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Such an executive session was held last week. That session was held 
solely to comply with the statutory requirement. No one was sub
penaed to appear in that session. However, notice was given to indi
viduals inviting them to appear in conformity with the statute where 
it was determined that testimony might tend to defame, degrade, or 
incriminate them. These persons had the right to be represented by 
counsel and to bring a reasonable number of witnesses and to request 
that the Commission subpena additional witnesses. In other words, 
the executive session was for their benefit alone and if they determined 
to forgo that opportunity, that was their privilege. 

The public hearing is authorized under section 105 ( f) of our act 
and almost all persons who are scheduled to appear have been sub
penaed by the Commission. 

All testimony at the public sessions will be under oath and will be 
transcribed verbatim by the official reporter. Everyone who testifies, 
submits data or evidence, is entitled to obtain a copy of the transcript 
on payment of costs. In addition, within 60 days after the close of the 
hearing a person may ask to correct errors in the transcript of the hear
ing of his testimony. Such requests will be granted only to make the 
transcript conform to testimony as presented at the hearing. 

All witnesses are entitled to be accompanied and advised by counsel. 
Counsel may subject his client to reasonable examination. He may 
also make objections on the record and argue briefly the basis for such 
objections. 

Persons subpenaed to the public session may request that witnesses 
be subpenaed in their behalf. All requests for subpenas must be in 
writing and must be supported by a showing of the general relevance 
and materiality of the evidence sought. In addition, all witnesses 
have the right to be aocompanied by a reasonable number of witnesses 
who need not have been supenaed and to submit statements prepared 
by themselves or others for inclusion in the record, provided they are 
submitted within the time required by the rules. 

Witnesses at Commission hearings are protected by the provisions 
of Title 18, United States Code, section 1505 which makes it a crime to 
threaten, intimidate, or injure witnesses on account of their attendance 
at Government proceedings. 

Copies of the rules which govern this hearing may be secured dur
ing any recess from a member of the Commission staff. Persons who 
have been subpenaed have already been given their copies. 

Finally, I should point out that these rules were drafted with the 
intent of insuring that Commission hearings be conducted in a fair 
and impartial manner. In many cases the Commission has gone 
significantly beyond congressional requirements in providing safe-
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guards for witnesses and other persons. We have done this in the 
belief that useful facts can be developed best in an atmosphere of calm 
and objectivity. We hope that such an atmosphere will prevail at 
this hearing. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thank you, Mrs. Freeman. 
There are three additional persons sitting at this table I should like 

to introduce. 
On my right is Mr. Howard Rogerson, the Acting Staff Director 

of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. And at the left, second from 
the end is Mr. William Taylor, the General Counsel of the Commis
sion, and his assistant, Mr. Finkelstein. 

In order to accomplish its purpose, the Commission hopes to adhere 
to a fixed time schedule with the morning session running from 9 until 
12 :30, and the afternoon session from 2 until 5 or a few minutes after 5. 
It is hoped that the questioning by the Commission Counsel and by 
the Commissioners can be sufficiently brief and concise so as not to 
require evening sessions. 

Before opening the regular hearing this morning, we want to call 
upon the Governor of Mississippi and the mayor of Jackson who have 
been invited to meet with the Commission and to speak briefly. 

It is a great pleasure for me to have the opportunity to present to 
the Commission the distinguished Governor of the State of Missis
sippi, Governor Paul B. Johnson. 

I should say that the statements by the Governor and by the mayor 
are being offered at the invitation of the Commission, and there will 
be _no questioning of either the Governor or tlie mayor. They are 
free to say whatever they care to. 

STATEMENT OF HON. PAUL B. JOHNSON, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

Governor JOHNSON. I believe, Dr. Hannah, that you and Dean Gris
wold asked me about every question known to man when we had the 
pleasure of having you in my office. However, I certainly have no ob
jection at any time, without ta.king up too much time, to answering 
questions pertaining to my State. 

I would Hke to begin by saying to the members of this Commission 
and to those present, and to the members of the television and radio 
audience, what I said some while back: That I felt that perhaps some 
of us in the past-and I can afford to talk about some of the past 
leadership because I have been a part of the past in some leadership 
capacity-that perhaps we had made a very serious mistake in the past 
when commissions have come in here. 

The responsible people of the State, the leaders in business, the 
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leaders in politics or government, have boycotted or refrained from 
attending the hearings. As a result, we have permitted every type 
of person known to man to go into these hearings and to tell every 
type of a falsehood about the State of Mississippi without anyone in 
the State rebutting it. 

The same has been true in the past insofar as the television people 
are concerned. Their business has been news. When they have in 
the past come in to see government leaders, government leaders have 
been a bit reluctant about going on television and stating Mississippi's 
position. As a result, some of the television people have had to go 
on the streets and pick out someone who is not typical of the State 
of Mississippi and put them on nationwide television. 

For this reason, I ask the leaders here in Mississippi, when they 
have an opportunity to present Mississippi's position, that they should 
do so. 

As a result of these feelings, I made a statement some 2 or 3 weeks 
ago that when the Civil Rights Commission came to Jackson, that it 
was my hope that the responsible business, religious, civic leaders of 
this State, along with the government officials, were to appear, give 
their testimony, and try as best they can not only to present the posi
tive approach, but for that positive approach to be the official posi
tion of the State of Mississippi. 

And in -asking the people to do this, I would not ask any public 
official in Mississippi to do something that I would not do myself. I 
a-m delighted to be here this morning before this Commission, and I 
have a statement that I would like to read because I would like for 
this statement to be a part of the record, Dr. Hannah. 

My statement is entitled "Mississippi, the State of Law 'and Order." 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 as passed by the Congress is the law 

of the land, and Mississippi knows it. 
Most Mississippians do not like the new faw. They are convinced 

that its passage was unwise and unnecessary. Some of them will 
challenge its constitutionality in the courts, as is their right. But re
sistance will be confined to such accepted legal processes. Law and 
order will be maintained in Mississippi by Mississippians. 

Violence against any person or any group will not-I repeat, will 
not be tolerated. Criminal acts will be punished with all law viola
tors being dealt with equally. 

In stating these policies, I am joined and supported by the state
wide association of local law enforcement officials. Other leaders 
and statewide organizations representing business, professional, in
dustrial, and religious groups have urged our people to make the nec
essary adjustments to the Civil Rights Act in a calm, intelligent man
ner, regardless of personal convictions. 
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I wish to assure all Americans that Mississippi will continue to be 
the most law-abiding State in the Nation. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation's 1964 report of crime in 
the United States established Mississippi as the State with the lowest 
crime rate in the Nation. In the past, at the present time, and in the 
future the streets, the alleys, the byways, sidewalks, playgrotmds, the 
recreational areas, and schoolyards and corridors, and all other public 
areas of Mississippi, are completely safe for all persons by day and 
by night. I believe this to be a record without equal in any other State 
of the Nation. 

The unfavorable and in many instances the false image of Mis
sissippi that has been created by the few in our State who have com
mitted unpardonable criminal acts has been exploited by unfriendly 
national news media. Most thoughtful persons will concede that Mis
sissippi is facing enough problems and difficulties without having to 
endure longer the excessive criticism and artificially created character
ization to which the State and its citizens have been subjected. 

What we need from our fellow Americans is good will, encourage
ment, understanding, and assistance. H aving accepted the will of 
the Nation's majority, Mississippi now asks those who have criticized 
our former position and actions to get off of our back and to get on 
our side. 

With your help, I predict that from this turbulent time will be 
born expanding opportunities for the disadvantaged people, white as 
well as nonwhite, of our potentially wealthy or rich State, increasing 
productivity through which we can earn a standard of living closer to 
the national average, a better balanced and more rapidly growing 
local economy through which we can shoulder a more proportionate 
share of the national load, and a full integration of Mississippi into 
the wealthy, growing, urban industrial society which in the present 
day is America. 

This is my statement on law and order in Mississippi. This is not 
new to the people of this State who are knowledgeable, who are respon
sible, and who have heard me since I took office. 

The day that I was inaugurated Governor of Mississippi, I made 
the statement that if my own brother interferred with law enf,orce
ment in the State of Mississippi, he would be the first to go to jail. 
This holds today as it did then. 

In my inaugural address I said to the people of Mississippi pretty 
much the same thing as has appeared by the statements adopted by 
the people on the local level in official positions, and by the industrial 
people pf this State; and that was to the effect that you and I are a 
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part of this world, whether we like it or not; the things that are done, 
legislation that is passed, affects Mississippi as well as it does any 
of the other 49 States, whether we like it or not; that we are Americans 
as well as Mississippians, whether we like it or not; that as long as 
I sat in the Governor's office, that there would be no prejudice, no 
ignorance that would control the Governor's office. That is as true 
today as it was the day that I spoke. 

And I say to this Commission that I am delighted that you are 
here; that you will be a real fact-finding committee. We believe in 
Mississippi that the facts will show, or will bear out to a great extent 
the statement which I have read. 

I do want you to know that I am pleased to be on this program. 
It is no imposition to me at any time to work with fellow Americans 
on any problems that demand communication between all of the 
people ,of this country, for I know that by doing away to a great extent 
with the great poverty areas not only of our State but of this entire 
United States-and incidentally, there are problems everywhere. 

I visited with industrialists in St. Louis recently, and I am sure 
that some of the panel know what 1 am talking about. But I do not 
condemn the leadership of any other State in this Union because pf 

conditions that may be prevalent in their State. I believe that people 
on the local levels and on State levels can solve their own problems. 
And by trying to meet this challenge, with a spirit of good will among 
men, certainly I know that not pnly Mississippi, but that this entire 
Nation will find certainly in this principle that I have this morning 
enunciated, the golden dawning of a grander day for all our people. 

Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, Governor Johnson. 

We are grateful to you for coming here this morning, and we ap
preciate the many kindness·es and courtesies that you have afforded 
us. 

Governor JOHNSON. And I would like to say to the news media that 
a copy of this statement that I have read into the record will be avail
able at my office if any of them should be interested. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, sir. 
Governor JOHNSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Our next guest this morning is the long-time 

Mayor of the City of Jackson, to whom we extended an invitation to 
appear this morning and make any statement that he would care to. 
Mayor Thompson, we appreciate your being with us. ·will you take 
over, sir. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. ALLEN C. THOMPSON, MAYOR OF TH:E! CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISS. 

Mayor THOMPSON. I certainly do appreciate this opportunity. 
When you wrote me a letter, you invited me to extend a welcome 

and to say anything else that I wanted to say. That is a very bad 
thing to say to a person who has been mayor of a city for 16 years and 
likes to talk about his city. 

However, as I understand it, you have allotted me 15 minutes, and 
you won't embarrass me if I go maybe a minute or two over. I promise 
to do the best I can. 

Chairman HANNAH. 1 or 2 minutes. 
Mayor THOMPSON. 1 or 2 minutes. [Laughter.] 
Mayor THOMPSON. It is now 5 minutes to 10, Dr. Hannah. And in 

all seriousness, I am going to try to make this just as interesting as 
I possibly can, and at the same time extend to you people one of the 
most cordial welcomes you have ever had anywhere. 

We are delighted to have people come to our city. ,ve know that 
when you come here, that you are interested in getting down to busi
ness. 

It is very difficult for me to tell you people about what a wonderful 
city J a.ck on is when all you are thinking about is hearing other wit
nesses and getting through with your work and going on home. But I 
am going to try to paint you a picture of what we actually have here, 
without being really able to take you out and show you this glorious 
city. It makes us very happy when you go home and tell the people 
that you are impressed with the city of J ackson, the capital city of 
Mississippi. 

Now, as I understand it, you are here, among other things, to get 
a balanced picture of the civil rights in Mississippi. I am most 
anxious to give you the facts as they really exist. 

I am confident that when you present the facts, that you acquire 
here in Jackson, to the President, the Congress, and to the people 
of the United States, that such a group of people as you have a hear
ing over this country that thousands of Mississippians would not have 
if we went out and said "Look what is happening in the city of Jack
son and the State of Mississippi." 

Certainly, I cannot cover everything that I want to say in the 15 
minutes that you have allotted to me. But I worked all yesterday 
and all night on this statement, and when you stop me, it is in print, 
so it can go into the record so you can read it if you want to. And 
then I will be available for you all morning if you want to ask me any 
questions, embarrassing or otherwise. 

You will probably be like the thousands of other visitors who come 



10 

to Jackson, really amazed to find that Jackson, just a typical Missis
sippi city, is so beautiful, progressive, and peaceful. 

No visitor has the time or the desire, as I have said, to go over 
and see all of these wonderful things that we have. 

Now bear this in mind: Nothing that I will say today is meant to 
be offensive. I will try my best not to even indicate anything that is 
offensive. But if I do, just say "He didn't know any better and he 
didn't mean it," because I do not want to say one thing that is offen
sive to you or to anybody in the Nation. 

Now the matter of civil rights is a very delicate matter for discus
sion, because almost everyone has set beliefs and is quite sure that his 
convictions are the only proper one. I found this to be the case when 
as president of all the mayors in the United States, the American 
Municipal Association, I travelled in every State, made talks all over 
the country, and I saw that their problems were particular and pecu
liar to their area, not mine. But we went along with some of their 
problems and asked that they go along with some of ours. 

But understanding that the matter of civil rights never has been 
able to find a common meeting ground-of course, we are finding a 
meeting ground under the law at the present time, and we will show 
you that as we go along-therefore, I will present to you some of the 
marvelous accomplishments in Jackson, with the underlying theme 
running through my statement being this: All persons are entitled to 
have their rights protected. 

To look at this beautiful city today it is hard to believe that a hun
dred years ago during the Civil War it was known as Chimneyville. 

Now I am not going to go into my usual welcome and show you how 
the people came to the gates of Jackson and says "Surrender," and the 
mayor said "We're not going to do it." And they sent a letter back to 
General Sherman and said, "What terms will you make i The Con
federate Army has left; we are defenseless." And General Sherman 
wrote a letter and said, "General Blair will be there with you and he 
will protect you." 

And then to go on through the next few years to show the horror 
and the destruction during the Reconstruction days, you say to me, 
"Why bring that up i Why live in the past i Why fight the Civil 
War over againi" I am not doing that. I mention it first for sev
eral reasons: First, to show that Jackson and Mississippi-show what 
they have done over the years to rise from the ashes of disaster to one 
of the most glorious places in the world, in the main through the 
efforts of their own citizens until, of course, in recent years. 

I do not have to tell you that the Federal Government has spent 
millions and millions of dollars putting conquered countries such as 
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Japan and Germany back on their feet, when not one single penny 
was put into Jackson and Mississippi and the South during these 
times when we needed the money the most. 

Certainly over the last 4 years the people of Jackson and Missis
sippi, as they did during the Reconstruction days, wondered whether 
there are any personal rights. But although most of our time has 
been taken up with racial problems, J ackson has made amazing 
progress. 

Just to ment ion our schools, think of this now-most of you are 
interested in schools. As I mentioned to one or two of you, I was 
a professor, I was a Greek professor-I don't know whether many 
people know that-in college, many years ago. But 16 years ago, when 
I became mayor, we had 18 schools in our city. Think of it now. 
Today we have 55 schools. We had 9,500 students then; today we 
have 40,000. 

We have spent $30 million on our school construction alone. This 
has been money that we have raised ourselves. We have not needed, 
we have not wanted, and we do not want Federal money put into our 
educational system. We believe that the financing of the local gov
ernment is all that is needed for our educat ional system. 

Now this excellent school system, regarded as one of the best in 
the Nation, is one of our ways of guaranteeing civil rights to every 
person. No one today or in the future has much chance in a com
petitive world as we have today without a good education. 

Many other cities are not providing the financial support for their 
schools. You know part icularly probably the one I am talking about 
which is in danger of losing its accreditation because the people will 
not vote the t axes to finance a school program. 

The Jackson School District has been ordered desegregated by a 
F ederal court order. This decision has been accepted by the people. 

Now as to Federal financial aid to our school-I want to be sure and 
get this over and make it crystal clear so that there can be no misun
derstanding about my position in this matter-the civil rights law 
says Federal financial aid will not be given to schools which do not 
comply with the civil rights law. But more than that, the civil rights 
law says that the Federal agencies are authorized to issue rules and 
regulations of their own supplementing the civil rights law. 

Health, Education, and Welfare 441, "Assurance of Compliance," 
requires that the schools will comply with all the requirements made by 
the Department of H ealth, Education, and Welfare. This goes much 
further than the civil rights law and puts unlimited power in the hands 
of the Director of the Department. 

I have no jurisdiction or authority over the school. The commis-

1770--'805-65-2 
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sioners and I appoint members of the school board. We call for the 
bond issues for the construction of schools. We levy the taxes for the 
school budget, and I as mayor sign all the checks. But the school 
board runs the school system. 

However, I am unreservedly recommending to the Jackson School 
Board that we do not take 1 penny of Federal money for our schools. 

I have made this explanation rather lengthy to show that the schools 
can still obey the civil rights law, but at the same time not take any 
Federal money. This will probably be brought to your attention some
time in the future, and I wanted to show you the actual facts as they 
exist today. 

Sometimes I show slides of our city. Oh, if you had time and we 
were not down here on business, you would love to see them. Beautiful 
$12 million airport, $25 million reservoir just 2 miles north of our 
city-incidentally, paid for by ourselves-10,000-seat coliseum, 45,000-
seat stadium, the new libraries, 16 new fire stations. Think of it, every 
fire station brand new except one; we have been putting it in bond 
elections for many years. We will have to get it built pretty soon. 
New through streets, new water, new sewer system, parks, play
grounds, colleges, churches, a hustling, happy, busy city, where every
one who wants to work can get a job. 

Think of it: There is not any need in this city for anybody who wants 
to work not being able to work-wanting to be liked and respected by 
the Nation. But more impor tant than that, more interested in earn
ing the respect of the Nation of which we are a part. 

The city of J ackson has no slums. vVe do not have any Federal 
urban renewal. vVe have not needed it. \Ve realize there are some 
cities that have to have the money. \Ve have the money in this city. 
We are one of the few cit ies in the world, after our budget is fixed, 
where we have enough cash to operate. Two and a half million dol
lars for incidentals as we go along. 

Miracles have been worked in this city, and I wish you could go 
throtwh some of the old slums and see how the people have worked out 
these problems with the help of the city, but not any real authority, to 
where everybody has a decent place to live, and if they don't have a 
decent place, all they have to do is take it up with us and we take it up 
" ·ith the owner of the property and they work the matter out. 

This is another way that we are protecting the civil rights of the 
people of this city. 

J ack on is a city where law and order prevails. Main thing, we 
have one of the best police departments in the world. It is large, it is 
powerful, it is trained. 

We have received a great deal of criticism-I have 5 minutes. I'm 
watching the time very carefully, and don't worry. 
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We were criticized in the press, television, magazines: "What do 
yot mean having such a powedul force? What do you mean?" One 
large city, the city council criticized us. The next day they had a 
terrible riot and for weeks they had to work and do everything they 
could to put it down. What did they do? They added more police
men; they added more riot training; they added more equipment. 
They attempted to do just what we were trying to do, to protect the 
rights, the civil rights of our people. 

We do not have any harassment on the streets, in the homes; and 
when there is, we have people here who will testify that I personally 
said that we would catch them, it doesn't matter whoever it is. .And 
we will, as long as I live, continue to investigate, and we will find the 
people who have perpetrated these crimes against anybody in this city. 

Now, when the civil rights law became effective, we were among the 
first to let it be known that we were going to obey the law. I do not 
know whether you know it or not, but I fought this civil rights law 
probably more than any other mayor in the United States. I went all 
over the country talking about it. I went to ,va hington talking 
about it. Franldy, I think it is a terrible piece of legislation, but 
Congress passed it, and as long as it is on the books, we are going to 
obey the law. 

Now, the thing that worries me, though-and I want to get this point 
over-is not so much the civil rights law, but the pressure groups who 
are going to say the civil rights law does not go far enough. "If you 
do not do this, if you do not do that," which is beyond the civil rights 
law, "we are going to march, we are goino- to demonstrate, we are 
going to intimidate, we are going to threaten, we are going to bring 
violence by nonviolence, we are going to tear up your city unless you 
do everything that we say." 

We are going to abide by the civil rights law. Now we ha,e gone 
tlu-ough some turbulent times. I have just a few minutes to wind 
this up. I'm not worried. I know that the rest of the Nation, when 
they realize and see the :facts, are goino- to know that we are a part of 
America. In fact, we a.re going to dema,nd that we be considered 
as a part of this country. ,;ve are going to earn the respect. 

But now here is what does worry me- and I mention this for your 
information as to what has happened, what is happening today and 
what is going to happen in the next few months. First, one of the 
hardest things we have ever had to endure was the invasion of the 
COFOs last summer. Although, of course, there were a few sincere 
members, the most were here either as troublemakers or as completely 
innocent or ignorant of the difference between right and wrong, with 
no ability to bring any good to the community. They were not ac-
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cepted, or practically completely ignored by the good people of this 
city. 

One of the greatest tributes I can give to our people, white and 
colored, is the :fact that we went through this potential explosive 
time without any real trouble. It was worse thrun. the su:ffering that 
Job h8Jd to put up with in the old days. 

They and other such agitators promised that we are going to have 
the same thing this summer, only a little worse. 

Second, another inexcusable thing to me-and I know this is prob
ably not in your field, but I want to mention it-is the fact that
is the acceptance o:f the so-called Freedom Democrats by persons who, 
many of them, are sincere. But just to think of it: When they went 
into Congress, in our own Congress in a :free country, how many 
Congressmen voted against seating the Mississippi Congressman, 
without even investigating whether this group were lawful or unlaw
ful, at the foundation o:f our whole government, the right to be rep
resented in our Congress. 

Then next, the threat of a boycott of Mississippi worries a great 
many people. It doesn't worry me, because I know when people find 
out about it, they will say thiat is un-American. And then those people 
who are not interested in whether it is un-American or not will find 
out that a boycott hurts the people for whom they 'are making the 
most noise the greatest. 

Finally, I am worried about some of our fine, wonderful, colored 
people in Jackson who obey the laws of the city, work at jobs every 
day, are interested in their :families and churches-when there was a 
bombing at one of the professors' houses, I went out there and every
•body said, "That's fine_:, And then all of a sudden something else 
came along and a ,pressure was started. 

Now listen, ,they are subject to threats 1and intimidation by so-called 
leaders of pressure groups who won't let them put up Christmas trees 
during Christmas time, who make them boycott, who refuse to let 
them have $2,500 which I personally raised the other day for a colored 
youth center, and numerous other things. Now that is what I'm 
worried about. 

But now listen: No matter what is said, the citizens of Jackson, both 
white and colored, Dr. Hannah and gentlemen and lady of the Com
mission, are guaranteed equal protection under the law in Jackson, 
and in Mississippi. 

This is a city where it is up to the individual to decide for himself 
how far he will go. This depends on what use he makes of the 
splendid educational facilities he has in this city. It depends upon 
his ability, depends upon his intelligence, his courtesy, his common
sense, and upon the assumption of responsibility to his family, to Iris 
fellow man, and to his community. 
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We welcome you to our city. ·we hope you enjoy it. And if there 
is any further question you "·i sh to ask me, I am al"·ays avuilabl e. 

Thank you. 
Chairman 1-IANNAJI. Thank you very 11111ch, l\Iayor Thompson. 

,Ve appreciate your being with us this morning. 
Mayor Tuw,rrsoN. Right on time, too; 15 minutes. 
Chairman IL\NNAH. The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights during 

all the 7½ years of its existence has been very materially assisted in 
carrying forth its ,rnrk by State advi sory comm ittees that ex ist in all 
50 States and in the District of Columbia. And this morning, before 
.,e begin to call subpenaed witnesses, ,rn are going to have a represent
atiYe of the :Mississippi Advi sory Committee introduce the State Ad
visory Committee from l\Ii ssissippi and make a brief statement. 

They ha.ea written stat ement of some length which will be printed 
in the record. But. ,,..e are going to ask the spokesman, .,ho is the 
chairman of the State achi sory committee, to condense hi s remarks 
to a period of not to exceed approximately 20 minutes so tha t we can 
keep on our t ime schedule. 

l\Ir. Taylor, " ·ill you call the representative of the ad,·i ory com
mittee? 

l\fr. TAYLOR. Dr. Albert Britton, chairman of the l\Iissi ss ippi State 
Advisory Committee to this Commission. 

Chairman HAXNAJI. Dr. Britton, will you raise your right hand. 
('Whereupon, Dr. A. B . Britton, Jr., --as duly sworn by the Chair

man and testified as follo.,s :) 

TESTIMONY OF DR. A. B. BRITTON, JR., CHAIRMAN, MISSISSIPPI 
STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL 
RIGHTS 

Chairman 1-L\NXAII. Dr. Britton, ,,ill yoti introduce your fellow 
committee members, and then proceed with your statement? 

Dr. BruTTox. Thank you, Dr. Hannah. 
I would like to introduce, Dr. A. B. Beittel, secretary of the com

mittee; Rev. Blanton Doggett, of Tupelo, Methodist clergyman; 
Mrs. Martin L. Haney, of Jackson, mortician and co-mrner of Collins 
Funeral Home ; Rev. C'harles C. Hunter, of Yazoo City, pastor of St. 
Mary's Catholic Church; Rev. Charlemagne P. Payne, Sr., of Jackson, 
District Superintendent , l\1cthoclist Church of the Jackson District of 
the Mississippi Conference; Mrs. H. J . Price, of Magnolia, housewife; 
Dr. George E . Powers, of Gulfport, dentist; Mrs. Hazel Brannon 
Smith, of Lexington, editor of four --eekly newspapers. 

On behalf of the members of the Mississippi State Advisory Com
mittee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, I wish to welcome the 
Commission to Mississippi. 
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We have invited many other prominent Mississippians to join the 
committee, but economic and political pressures have prevented their 
acceptance. 

In addition to the difficulties encountered in attempting to enlist 
new members, persons now serving on the committee have suffered 
intin1idation and reprisals. Several committee members have been 
victims of both economic and social pressures, and in at least one in
stance a member has been forced to leave the State. 

In January 1963 we made our last report to the Commission. It 
was a report of admirustration of justice in the State. At that time, 
because we found that there was a pattern of denial of equal protec• 
tion of the law, we made the following recommendations to the Com• 
m1ss10n : 

l. That the President direct the Department of Justice to investi
gate every allegation of physical abuse of authority by State or local 
officials in Mississippi and institute criminal proceedings in all cases 
in which such action appears to be warranted, regardless of the pros
pects for conviction; 

2. That the Commission on Civil Rights hold formal public hearings 
in Mississippi, and 

3. That the Commission on Civil Rights make recommendations 
to the Congress for the passage of further legislation designed to 
protect American citizens from being physically abused by persons 
acting under the color of governmental authority at any level. 

vVe are encouraged that each of the recommendations have been 
implemented, at least in part. We are especially heartened by the 
fact that the Commission on Civil Rights has decided to come to the 
State so that it can hear directly from Mississippi citizens. 

Si.nee our last report to the Commission the State of Mississippi has 
continued to be the subject of attention throughout the Nation. Re
grettably, most of this attention has resulted from Mississippi's re
sistan e to change in tl e :u· as of voting rights, education, and desegra
ga tion of places of public accommodations. 

In 1963, civil rights or()'anizations accelerated efforts to achieve reg
istration of Negroe . As a r ult of this activity there were mass 
arrest private violence, and violence on the part of law enforcement 
officials. 

In the summer of 1964, civil rights organizations launched a sum
mer project where students from all over the country came to the 
State for the purpose of helping egroes to exercise their responsible 
political activities. Again, these activities were met with strong 
resistance. Three such youn()' workers were brutally murdered in 
Neshoba County. 
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The members of the Mississippi Advisory Committee felt a keen 
responsibility for ascertaining what the real climate in the State was. 
So we decided to hold some open meetings throughout the State. 

We held these meetings usually-in every instance, I should say, 
in Federal buildings, and the meetings were very orderly in each city 
except in one, and that was in Natchez, where, while meeting there 
in the post office building, we received a call-at least the postal 
officials did-that a bomb had been placed in the meeting room, so 
we had to evacuate the place. And when we returned, we were faced 
with spectators who seemed very obviously antagonistic to what we 
were doing, and they indicated this by glaring at witnesses, and as 
a result, an atmosphere of fear hung over U1e "hole day s proceedings. 

This fea,r has been indicated to us by the fact that a number of 
people have asked that we not hear their testimony in open meetings. 
So they were given the opportunity to state what they wanted to in 
executive sessions. 

Now, there are some good strong foundations for these people to 
be afraid. And this is indicated by the testimony, for example, of 
a former police officer of the McComb department who testified before 
our hearing in Greenville and a few hours after he testified before this 
hearing a bombing of his home took place. 

Now I don't mean to say that ,ve have evidence that this bombing 
was due to the fact that he appeared before the c01mnittee, but the 
coincidence is startling. 

In view of the risks involved, the advisory committee feels en
couraged by the large number of people who were willing to coop
erate by coming to testify. ""\iVe are also encouraged by the press 
which attended these meetings; al though the co, erage that was given 
was not extensive, it has been reasonably objective. 

In this section of the report that I am about to read now, I wish 
to summarize some of our negative findings. 

The transcripts of committee s sions contain detailed testimony 
indicating that duly constituted law enforcement officials, as well as 
private citizens, have actively prevented efforts of individuals and 
groups to register to vote in a number of our counties. There have 
been cross burnings, bombings, church burnings, and killings. 

In one southwest area alone, a total of 16 cross burnings, five mur
ders, and one person's mysterious disappearance were reported to the 
committee. 

Several responsible persons declared that in one city in the south
western part of the State a reign of terror prevailed. They expressed 
the belief that the local police and other law enforcement officials had 
no desire to apprehend and seek conviction of the hoodlums involved 
in these incidents. 
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In the Mississippi Delta area, harassment of voter registration 
workers has taken many forms. There have been a number of reports 
to the committee that, under color of law, voter registration workers 
have been stopped on the roads and highways and subjected to 
cursings, insults, and physical beatings. 

In the central Mississippi area, the story was very much the same. 
At Canton, witnesses reported that the police continuously harassed 
persons attending voter registration rallies held in Negro churches. 
Two witnesses testified that they and others in their company were 
stopped on the highway just outside Canton, arrested, and pistol 
whipped by the deputy sheriff as other law enforcement officers stood 
hy and watched. 

Several witnesses reported that in some sections of Mississippi there 
appeared to be a pattern of collusion between local law enforcement 
officers and hoodlum elements. A witness from one southwest Missis
sippi town testified that the mayor, the chief of police, and the local 
leader of the Ku Klux Klan were friends and constant companions. 

Many Negroes reported that they have come to feel that to complain 
to law officers is to invite the presence of night riders only a few short 
hours later. 

Many other witnesses appearing before the advisory committee 
testified that those seeking to register to vote have been fired from their 
jobs, have had their loans called in, and their credit cut off, have been 
forced to leave their homes, and, in many cases, have been subjected 
to acts of physical violence. Evidence of such activity was particu
larly strong from communities in Sunflower and Madison Counties. 

In spite of this, we do have some signs of progress. While there is 
considerable evidence that in many quarters Negro Mississippians have 
suffered unjust and often brutal treatment, there is also other evidence 
which leads us to conclude that in some Mississippi communities sin
cere and honest efforts are being made to guarantee the rights of 
citizenship. 

In Washington and Harrison Counties the committee found that 
there was little official resistance to the efforts of Negroes to become 
registered voters. 

And another encouraging sign has been the fact that a number of 
Mississippi cities in their places of public accommodation have decided 
to accept all citizens. 

Another sign that some degree of progress is being made is the 
spirit of cooperation with which the advisory committee has been 
received in some communities. In the past, we have had difficulty 
getting officials before our committee, the people who are the leaders 
in their community. But here recently, we have had the mayor and 
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the chief of police of Greenville before our committee; we had the 
mayor and chief of police of Gulfport, and the circuit clerk of Harrison 
County to testify. And in Meridian and in Vicksburg, we have had 
representatives of the chambers of commerce to come and testify in our 
meetings. 

In reviewing signs of progress in the State, the committee wishes 
to take note of several activities on the part of private groups. 

(1) The Mississippi Council on Humn,n Relations, which was first 
organized in 1956 and was forced to disband, has been reactivated. 

(2) A group of Mississippi white women organized and formed 
the Mississippians for Public Education for the reason that they 
wanted to keep the public schools open. 

(3) Several hundred community leaders in McComb issued a state
ment repudiating lawlessness in that community a.nd calling for a 
restoration of law and order. 

(4) Soon after the enactment of the Civil Rights Act, the Jackson 
Chamber of Commerce publicly urged compliance with the public ac
commodations section of the Act. Other chambers of commerce have 
done this since that time, such as the ones in Vicksburg, Gulfport, 
·winona, and Montgomery Counties. 

(5) An interfaith, interracial "Committee of Concern" was formed 
in Jackson for raising funds to help to rebuild 40 burned or bombed 
Negro churches. 

(6) Mississippi college students, both white and Negro, have ex
pressed an interest in helping to rebuild these churches this summer. 

Now, my conclusions: Based upon information collected by the 
committee through open meetings and other factfinding activities, 
the committee concludes that its findings of 1963, with minor excep
tions, are valid today. And for the purpose of emphasis, the committee 
includes a restatement of these findings in its conclusions. 

The first finding of this committee is that justice under law is not 
guaranteed for the Negro in Mississippi in the way that it is for the 
white man. 

The second finding of this committee is that the State government 
of Mississippi is not sufficiently concerned with the task of protecting 
the rights of all the citizens of Mississippi. Even if police brutality 
were less severe and widespread than we have believed, a responsible 
State government would take energetic steps to ascertain the facts 
and punish the wrongdoers. A firm position on this matter by the 
State Government would reduce the tendency of lesser officials to 
abuse their authority and would enhance the respect of the people for 
the State government. As matters stand today, we are forced to report 
that the attitude of the State government toward the realization of the 
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rights of all our citizens has been one of obstruction rather than 
protection. Sections 2155.4-2155.6 of the Mississippi Code are an 
indication of the prevailing official attitude. 

While this committee feels that the accounts of its meetings in the 
press of the State have usually been fair and objective, we find that 
in general the press is failing to meet its obligation to our society. 
When an element of government exceeds or neglects its proper role in 
a free society, it is the duty of the press to alert the people to the 
situation. The people of Mississippi are largely unaware of the ex
tent of the problem of illeo-al official violence and the press is partly 
to blame. It is a zealous crusader against governmental injustice 
when the Federal Government is believed to be at fault, but closes 
its eyes to State or local official mistreatments. 

This committee finds many citizens of Mississippi continue not to 
have the equal protection of law due them as American citizens. 

We note with approval and commendation the increased activity 
of the U.S. Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation in attempting to secure equal protection for all citizens, espe
cially in the accelerated prosecution of voter denial suits and the 
enlargement of the FBI office in Jackson, but encourage the Justice 
Department to be more vigorous in instituting pattern suits in the 
fields of education and public accommodation. 

However, at this time we deem it of utmost importance that some 
procedure be devised whereby the physical safety and security of 
all persons seeking to obtain or exercise their constitutional rights 
may be guaranteed. This is a function which normally and rightfully 
belongs to the local and State authorities. But the quality of law 
enforcement varies so widely throughout the State as to make the 
usual avenues for securing protection inadequate. 

In the light of the public statement of cooperation made by Gov. 
Paul Jolrnson, we respectfully suggest that Governor Johnson, who 
is the chief law enforcement officer of this State, use the prestige of 
his office to initiate a volw1tary, statewide prom:am of cooperntion 
between local and State law enforcement officers with Federal authori
ties to the end that all Mississippi citizens may be secure in their 
homes and persons. 

v\ e are encourao-ed by the fact that a small nwnber of public offi
cials have expressed a desire to take leadership away from the people 
of intolerance and place it in the hands of those who have an honest 
desire to live in an atmosphere of decency and human di o-nity. 

In a few instances we have seen individuals and organization leaders 
publicly state and defend a position to make equality a reality in our 
State. These individuals should be encouraged. Individuals who are 
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willing and able to give affirmative leadership in the State, rather than 
the leaders of reaction, should be sought for advice and consulted on 
political matters by the Federal Government. 

The committee wishes to stress that Mississippi's most pressing 
problem continues to be that of persuading white Mississippians of 
good will to speak out publicly for law enforcement, equal protection 
under the law, and implementation in our public and personal lives of 
ideals and principles consistent with our Judeo-Christian heritage in 
a democratic society. 

In summary, the Mississippi committee will continue its much 
needed work. It will go to every section of the State to provide citi
zens with an opportunity to tell the Federal Government about their 
complaints of denial of equal protection, and to record the positive 
experiences of communities in resolving conflict. 

The members continue to maintain faith that the forces of justice 
in this State, which are silent, will be inspired and motivated to speak 
out and oppose the forces of tyranny and injustice. It will look to 
the leaders of the Federal Government to fulfill their responsibilities 
forcefully. The people of this State and the country can depend 
on us to press on toward our ultimate goal of equality of opportunity 
in Mississippi. 

I thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Thank you, Dr. Britton. Would you just stay 

there for a moment and see if the Commissioners have any questions. 
Would any member of the Commission like to ask Dr. Britton any 

questions? Father Hesburgh. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Dr. Britton, do you perceive a climate of 

change at this moment? 
Dr. BRITTON. Yes. There seems to be a climate of change, Father 

Hesburgh. But I think we are going to have to wait a while to prop
erly interpret that. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. What would you think are the most im
portant elements in fostering a climate of change? 

Dr. BRITTON. I think the most important element is for those who 
are in control, those who have been elected to public office, to take a 
stand for upholding the law, and not only take a stand verbally, but 
do something about the situation. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. Have you found in your hearings about 
the State that things are generally better in the large city than in the 
countryside? 

Dr. BRITTON. We do find that there is quite a difference in the 
situation. 

Commissioner HEsnuRGH. Thank you, Dr. Britton. 
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Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin i 
Commissioner RANKIN. Would you say COFO has been an asset or 

a liability to the committee in doing itswork i 
Dr. BRITTON. Well, I would say that COFO has acted as a stimulus 

in the community to bring about or make known those things that 
before COFO came not many people knew about. It is one of the 
duties of this committee to gather facts to present to you, so they have 
in a way been a help to this committee. 

Chairman RANN.AH. Dr. Britton, I believe you are a medical doctor i 
Dr. BRITTON. Correct. 
Chairman HANN.AH. Is it your feeling, or do you have any personal 

knowledge, that Negroes sometimes suffer injuries that they are un
willing to report to the public officials because of fears of one kind 
oranotheri 

Dr. BRITroN. Yes, Dr. Hannah. This is true. We have found 
this-the committee has found this to be true. And some of us who 
are physicians come in contact with these people and have also found 
this to be true. 

Chairman HANNAH. People are injured in commotions of one kind 
or another and they do not report their injuries to the police i 

Dr. BRITroN. This has been known to a number of people in the 
State-that there are Negroes who are afraid to report certain things 
to authorities. Now this may not be true in some of the larger cities, 
but in some of the smaller c9mmunities it is. 

Chairman RANN.AH. Well, Dr. Britton, thank you very much. And 
I should like on behalf of the Commission to thank all the members 
of the State Advisory Committee of the State of Mississippi for the 
very effective assistance you have given to the Commission, and some
times at great inconvenience and sometimes even hazard to yourselves. 
We are grateful to you. And your entire statement will be included 
in the record. 

Thankyou. 
Dr. BRITrON. Thank you. 

STATEMENT OF DR. A. :B. :BRITTON, JR., CHAIRMAN, MISSISSIPPI 
STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE U.S. COMMISSION ON 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

Dr. Hannah and members of the Commission : 
On behalf of the members of the Mississippi State Advisory Committee to the United 

States Commission on Civil Rights I wish to welcome the Co=ission to Mississippi. The 
committee wishes me to express our appreciation for this opportunity to present a report of 
our activities during the last 2 years and our observations on civil rights problems and 
progress in the State. 

Before proceeding with my statement, I would like to introduce the other committee 
members. They are : 

Dr. A. B. Beittel, secretary, of J"ackson. Retired college president and presently a 
field staff member of the American Friends Service Committee. . 

Rabbi David Z. Ben-Ami, of Hattiesburg. Former Rabbi at Beth-Israel, Hattiesburg.
Rev. Blanton Doggett, of Tupelo. Methodist clergyman.
Mrs. Martin L. Harvey, of J"ackson. Mortician and co-owner, Collins Funeral Home. 
Rev. Charles C. Hunter, of Yazoo City. Pastor of St. Mary's Catholic Church. 
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Rev. Charlemagne P . Payne, Sr., of Jackson. District superintendent, Methodist 
Church of the Jackson District of the Mississippi Conference. 

I\Irs. H. J. Price, of llfagnolln . Housewife. 
Dr. George F.. Powers. of Gulfport. Dentist. 
Mrs. Hazel Brannon Smith, of Lexlni;ton. Editor of four weekly newspapers.

We have Invited many other prominent l\Ii ssl ·sipplnns to join the committee, but economic 
nod polltlcnl pressures have prevented their acceptance. Two well-known lenders clecllnecl 
membership on the grounds thnt while they would like very much to have the opportunity 
to serve, th ey clld not f~el that they could nfl:orcl to make the sacrifices which would be 
Involved. '.rhey in(ll cn tecl th a t. bns cl on their per onal observa tions over a period of years,
the Feclernl Government seemed to them unwl. c nn cl unappreciative In asking llflsslssipplans
such as themselves to risk economic repri sal anrl totnl loss of community effectiveness by
taklnA" n role of civil ri J?hts leadership. while at the same time, the Government t ended to 
rely wholly on Ml slsslppinns who oppose ci ,•ll rights when seeking appointees for other 
F edera l posts. 

In nclditlon to the clifficultles encoun tered In attempting to enli st new members, persons 
now . ervlng on the committee have sufl:erecl lntlmlclntlon nncl reprisa ls. Several committee 
members have been victim of both economic nnd social p ressures, nnd In nt lenst one 
Ins tance n member hn s been forced to leave the State. One extremist organization boasted 
of It succe s In lnhlbltlnJ? the work of the committee. 

In January 1963 we mncle our Ins t reuor t to the Commission. It waR n report of nd
mlnlstrntion of justice In the State. The facts conta lnecl in the report were based on 
flncllnJ?S from six open meetlnJ?S helcl In J ackson , Greenville. Clnrksclale. nod Meridian 
between the period October 1, 1961. nncl Decembr ill. 1962. More thnn 150 persons bad 
appenrecl before the committee to J?lve tes ti mony relating primarily t o Instances of clenlnl 
of equal protection of t he law to NeJ?ro citizens on the part of Jaw enforcement officlnls. 
At that time. becnu~e we founcl that there wns n pa t tern of clenlnl of equal protection of the 
Jaw, we mad the !oll owin l! recommend ntlons to the Commission: 

1. That the President clirect the Department of Ju stice to lnvestiJ?nte every nllel!ntlon 
of pbyRlca l abuse of nuthority hy State or local offil nls In Mississippi nncl Institu te criminal 
proce cllnJ?s In nil cnses In wl1ich such action appears to be wnrrnntecl, regnrclless of the 
prospe ts for con'l"lction : 

2. That the Commlss!l)n on Civil Rh?11ts bolcl formal public henrlnl!S In Miss issippi on 
cbar/!'CS of clcnl nl of equal pro tection of the lnw on nccount of race, ancl that th se hea rlnJ?s 
be hel<l p<'rloclicnlly so long ns the present situation exis ts and the Comm! slon remains In 
force: nnd 

3. That the Commission on CIYll RiJ?hts makes recommendations to the Con ~ress for the 
pnssaJ?e of further lel!islntion clesll!ned t o protect American citi zens from bei n/!' physically
nbu eel hy person artln.J? under the color of governmental authori ty nt any level. 

We are encourngecl tha t each of the rerommendntlons have been lmvlem ntecl, nt lenst In 
part. " e nre especln lly heartened bv the fact thnt the Commission on Ci vil Rl"hts bas 
decided to come to the Sta te so that It can bear directly from Mississippi citizens. 

CLIMATE OF THE STATE 

Since our In st report to the Commission. the State of Mississippi has continued to be 
the subject of attention throu l!hout the Nation. Ree:rettnbly, most of this attention has 
resnltecl from Mississippi's re~lstn nce to chnnJ?e In the nrens of voting rights. edncntion. and 
desegrcl!ntlon of places of public nccommodatlons. Prior t o the sprinJ? of 1903. effor ts to 
brlnJ? about chnn,:re were orlmnrlly confined to n smnll numhcr of persons. DurlnJ? the 
sprlnl! nncl summer of 1963. civil ri 1?htR or ,::n nl zn tions nc eleratecl efforts to achieve reJ?IS
tratlon of Net?roes nt the polls ancl to elimina te other cli scrl mlnntory practices. As n result 
of this activity there were mass a rrests, pr!Ynte violence, and violence on the part of Jaw 
enforcement offic lnl s. 

In the summ r of 1964. civil rl J?h ts or (l'nn lzntlons l11uncl1 ed n summer pro.iect In llflsslsslppl
with t he nlcl of 600 to 700 college ~tu clents and other volunteer workers from nil parts of 
the country. Community centers cleRIJ?ned to prepa re Nel!ro cit izens for the exercise of 
polltl cnl responsibilities were estnbllshecl In mnnv Mississippi communities. Again. these 
nctJ,-ltle were m t with strong resistance. Three such young workers were brutally
murcl red In Neshoba County. 

The members of the Mlss!Rs ippl Advisory Committee felt n keen resnonslbillty to Inform 
them eh ·es and the many thousands of other r espon sible Mlssls lpplnns concernlnl! t he 
climate existing In some parts of their Stnte which r>ermlts nets of renrisn l ancl lntlmlclntlon 
nl!n ln st people who attempt to assert rh,hts g ranted t o them under the Constitution of the 
United States. Various local and national newR meclln have published and bronclcnst 
numerous stori es concernln t? denials of civil rl e:htR In llflsslsslppl. The committee was 
convinced that these lnclclents needed to he authentlcnted If they were to be helleved nnd 
correcti ve action tnken by the J?en rnl public In Mississippi. Such authentication. the 
committee felt. woulcl be enhnnced If witnesses would make their testimony public before 
110 officia l J?ro1m represcntlnt? the F eclernl Government. 

It wns for this renson that In 1963 nnd 1964 the Mississippi Advisory Committee held 
nine op n meetlnt?s In the cities of .Ja ckson. Natchez. Greenville. Biloxi , llferldlnn, and 
Vlckshur,:r. At these meetings, the advisory committee heard t estimony from 125 com
plnlnnnt R. 

The open mcetinJ?s were l1 cld In civil service exa mining rooms of the post offi ces In every
city th e committee vlsltecl except In VlcksburJ?. In this city the meetlnl? wns l1eld In the 
nrmory of the U.S. Army ReRerve unit. All the meetings were well a ttenclell. F,very meet
lnJ? was orderly with the exception of the Natchez meetln(?. There, Post Offi ce ofllcinls 
received n nhone ca ll durlnJ? the committee meeting, warning thnt a bomb mlJ?ht hn..-e heen 
placed In the meetln,:r room. The r oom was evncunted and n policeman senrchecl It thor
oul!hly before tl1 e meetlnt? was allowed to conti011e. It was nt the Nat chez meeting that 
several clea rl y nntnJ?onis tlc snectntors appea red. They refused to lrlentify themselveR when 
they were asked to cl o so. Throughout the entire meeting they mncle their presence f elt by
J?l nrlng nt witnesses nod others In the r oom. An atmosphere of f ear hung over the whole 
clay's proceedlnt?s. 

As In previous years, the procedure nt t hese open meetlni;s was to make advance public 
announcement of the pince, date, nod time of the meeting. The press and public were invited 



24 

to a ttend . Anyon e d esiring t o m ake n eompln l nt or submit Information on l oen l pnttr rns 
nod practices wns gi ,•ea an opportunit y to he heard . I n n n umber of instn nccs , those 
u a\\" i lling to appea r in public sessi on because t he~· f ea r ed r epri sa l w er e g h ·c 11 t he option o r 
being h eard in cxccut h ·c session. Such f ea r s on tbe part of som e of the witnesses a r e not 
wi thou t s trong found a ti on. At the Greerw i llc m c(•ting one of the \\"itneSSPS t es tified con
cerning the a t mosphere of t er r or t hn t he f el t ex is t ed at that tim e in the city of McComb. 
He had been a m ember of the lllcComu P olice D epa rtmen t un t il n few days bef ore the 
meeting. In n ma ttcr of llours af te r he had gh·cn his tc::- ti mo u,r, his born e wa s bombed. 
While w e do not ha,·e conc r et e proof th at t he h ome of thi s w itness was bombed beca use 
of his t es ti mony. the co in cidence i s ~! nrtli n;:. 

In view of the r i sks i nvoh·ed. the ad,·l sor y committee f eel s en eo urag-ed by the l a r ge 
num ber of peop le who were wi l ling t o coopera te by g i v ing their testimony. \Ye nrc a l so 
en couraged by the conrnge which th e press gnn these m eetings. A lthough the coYernge 
h as not been ex tensive, it ha s been r easonabl y ohj ect i\·c . 

COMMITTEE b'I:-I DI NGS 

Negati ve findings 
In thi s sec tion of the repor t t he comml ttl!e h as summarized spcc ir.c t est i mony presen ted 

at the meet ii1 g~ . 
The transcr ip ts of comm i ttee sessio ns contnin d r tnl l ed t rst imony indi ca tini:; t h a t duly 

consti tu ted law enforce men t oOicinls, n s m •l! as p rirnte citi zens, h ave actiYely t h warted 
effor ts of indi\'iclua1 s nnd g-rou ps to rC' j! istc r to vote in a number of ou r l'Ounties . 

Witnesses from severa l 80u th wc st Mi ssiss ip pi coun t i es, mainl y Ad ams, Amite, Pike, 
Copln l.l . nntl \V i lldn so n, repor ted th a t cr os:--es had Uec n burned i11 th eir yartJ ~. T hesf• pc•rsons 
expressed thei r belief that ther e was n o basi s fo r these ac t s other tlrnn voter r eg istration 
nct h·i ties. 

In the same locality one wit ness repor ted that his home wa s f- hot In to; nnother witn ess 
r c~po rt ed tha t he wa s kidu apC'd :in cl bea ten: one that he ,vns stoppe,1 on n lonely road nnd 
w hipped hy hooded men : and an ot her that hi :-; ~tore wa s bombed. In th ese co 11 11tics a louc 
a tota l of lG cross burnings, f.iyc murders , and one mys teri ous Ui sa ppcar:.111cc was repor ted 
to th e comm ittt•e . 

Se,·eral r esponsib l e per sons tl ccla r e(I th at in one city In the sonthw,•stcrn part of the 
State a r ei gn of ter ror prcrnilcd. 'l'hPy cxprcsse<l t l, e hel ief th a t the l oca l police and 
other l a w enforcement oili ci al s h ad n o desire t o apprehend and seek conv i ct ion of the 
h ood lu ms in vo l n :- d in tl1 es('I i nc.:i den ts . 

In the llli ssi ssl ppi D elta nren, hara ssment of voter r ei:; i strati on w ork er s has taken many 
form s. 'l' hcre ha ,·c been a number of repor ts to th e c:om mit tcc that under co lor of law, 
, oter r ('lg istration workers lw,· c been stopped on the roa ds autl l.iigbwnys nn<l F- uhj ectcd to 
cursi ngs, in sul t s, a1Hl J1hy sicnl hcatin ~:,; . It w as rcpo rtctl that on ou c OCl"n sion in Y azoo 
Cou nty n carload of voter rC':!istr:1tion workrrs w n:-: s top1,nl by a highway patrol mnn, 
ver lJall y assaulted, and arr est ed. A citizen of Len ore Count y rep or te d O,u t he was assau l ted 
by a loen l to w n ma rs hal. .A witnc~s livi ug 11 ca r Tehula , ~f i!-is ., t c:-- ti fic tl tha t n fl0 r att empt
i ng to register to vot<' i n ll ol mes Co11nty, llis hou:-:e w11s fi re-bombed. 'l'hc depu t.'· shrr iff 
arres ted and chargeU the wi tnr:::;s with doin g i t him ~clL Onl.r qui ck ncrion by th e U.S . 
D epartment of J 11 :-t t.icc ~n,·c c.J t11 e witnl'~S from a pr ison term . .:\ Gre<•nwoocl. :'\ l iss .. witn C' ss 
report ed th at he had bc0 n stru ck IJy t wo bullet:; Jl rctl from a pa~sing ca r . .K o ar rests were 
cn::i r maclc fo r any of th<:'H' crim e:-- . 

In th e centra l ~u ~~ i :-:sippi a rea th e story w:1s Ycry mu ch rb e sa me. At Cnut on, w itt1 rt-:F-cs 
reported thnt th e poli ce co ntinual ly hara ssed persons att ending vot er re,!is tratlon ra ll ies 
held in X t>gro churcht·s. Two witne:-:ses tr::; tiI1 ed that lhPy nn<I otl1 rrs in th l' i r compan y 
wPre st opped on the h l~hway ju st outside Can t on , arres ted , and pistol whipped hy t he 
dep uty shcrlfT :l::i oth er law c.u f orl'cmen t otli c(•r:; :--toocl hy a nd wat eht'1l. Ot her ::; in Cant on 
t old of suffcri ni~ jol, lossc:-; , arres ts. boycot t nnd other for ms of i1t ti micl :1tio n l)(_•c· a11 :-.r th ey 
ntt cmp tf' c.l t o rc ·i:d stcr or to encou rage otht>r:-: to do ~o . ~fa 11 y of t ht·se peo1de tn; tifi ecl that 
th ey were nr rcF- ted on 1l i r11~y c.:harg'es nnd h<- ld und er nw :xirnum bn il. \\"c h:1ve n o i11 fo rma
tion to i ndi cate that wlti te citizens no t iuvol H .! ll iu voter r egi:; tralion efforts rcceh ed 
sltu l la r tr"a tlllL'Ht. 

Sc,·cra l wit nesses reported tha t In some sec ti ons of Mi ss i ss ipp i thcr(' nppcn r e,1 to be a 
pa ttern of collu :-. inn IH' twt·<-n Joea l lnw t·nforcenH: nt officers and hoodlum eicmcnt:,.::. A wlt
uP :--s from one ::;outhwt":-s t 1\llssi::;sil'\li tow n t<•s t i fied that th e mayor , th e chief of police, and 
the l oca l l ea der of the Ku Klu x ~ n n w ere rr lcnus and co nstan t compani ons. 

Jll a ny ~ cgrocs repor ted that they h nYC cume t o foc i t hat t o comp la in t o law omcers ls 
t o l n\"ite t he p r esen ce of n lght r iders only a fe w short h ou r s Inter. A w i t ness from a ru r a l 
a r ea In centra l ~l iss ! ss ippl t old of ca l!i ni:; t he sher i ff t o r ep ort that young hoodlums ba d 
dri\·cn up and down t he r oa d and shot i n to srvPn different homes. \\"h en the on, t abl e 
nr rl\·ctl h uext m orni ng afte r !Iring summoned. be brought with him the y oung men 
l clen t itied by t he wit ness a. t he pa rti eipn nt s in t lw prcdous ni,:ht"s i ncl den . Th at nigh t, 
t he w itn ess said . th e snme youn~ men retu rnC'd to shoo t up t he nciglihorhood a~ni n. 

In J ncbo n. another w itness tcs t lfiNI t ha t she w ns assa ulted in t he hus statio n. She 
Btnt r d tha t wheu t he police arri ,•e<f t hey nrr ••st cd her i ns t ea d of her a:s,·n i l :i n t. 

Two th r w itn sse t ol u of hei n,: st opp,•d in t hc•lr Yehic le by memhers o f the J ack. on 
poli ce f or ce. The omcc r s ex p la ined t ha t t h,·y mer,, 1,- w ant ed t o 1, ro\"l dc protecti on fo r the 
dvil right s w orker . Sh ort ly nf ter wnrd the ch·i l r ii;ht~ w orkrr :-: ,,·(•rt- , topped n fr w miles 
further up t he r oad and bea t en . Th e w i t nesses felt tl, a t it was t he pol k who nd,·iscd t h<' 
n ga ilant ::; oi t hei r prrsenCt". The.c nnd othr r w i tnr~s-e~ tcgti fied eon eC' r ninC" sM·crnl 
occasion · when the p olice o rrcr ed prot ec ti on to th e ch·i! right s w ork r s, but w ere absen t 
w hr n lawl ess Plem<' nt s ar r i ved to ha r a:--~ a nd i11 ti 1111 d.t t <' . 

\\" l tncsses r eported tha t a number r pri n ltl' home~. churches. and o ther bul lcllni::s u etl 
for ,·o t er r l? i tratl on mee t i ngs were bo mbed or 1,u rn cd i n the n lg-ht. c ,·c r n l burn ings an d 
bombing-. were r por ted in t he sout hwt•:-- t _ Ji,~ i~sippi a rea . .\ hou~t> and a church w0re 
r eport ed bomhr <i In Ca n ton. I n thr- only C'n j,:e t◊ ou r k nowl <'dge w here th ose r c~ non::;i hle 
w er e convicted th e judge r eleased tbe com· le t ed m en with light r.nes and suspended sen
t ence . :Uea nwbile o ther judge I n :Ui si ss ippl h a ,·e l cYicd maximum fine~ aga inst ci v il 
• I.J:,h ts w or ker s ! or ta r l ess ser ious offenses. 

https://i11ti1111d.tt
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Many other witnesses appearing before the advisory committee testlfled that those seeking 
to register to vote have been fired from their jobs, I.lave had their loans called In, and their 
credit cut oil, have been forced to leave their homes, and. In many cases, have been sub
jected to nets of physical violence. Evidence of such activity was particularly strong from 
communities In Sunflower and Madison Counties. 

SIGNS OF PROGRESS 

While there Is considerable evidence that In many quarters Negro Mississippians have 
suffered unjust and often brutal treatment, there is also other evidence which leads us to 
conclude that In some Mississippi communities sincere and honest efforts are being made to 
guarantee the rights of citizenship. 

We are pleased to note that in Washington and Harrison Counties, for example, there 
has been comparatively little official resistance to the efl:orts of Negroes to become registered 
voters. Witnesses appearing before the advisory committee testified that discrimination 
at the polls In these localities was kept to a minimum. While we seriously question some 
aspects of the Missls lppl voter registration laws, we are heartened to find that In the c 
counties the State laws are apparently being administered as fairly us these laws permit.

Another encouraging sign has been the fact that In a number of Mississippi cities places
of public accommodation which wer e formerly segregated now provide service to all citizens. 
\Vo reel that this change bas occurred as a direct result or the passage of the civil rights
lnw or 1964. In each of the cities we visited, there are now a few places where Negroes 
can be fed and lodged. 

In the first 6 months of 1963, the committee beard a significantly large number ot 
complaints about Incidents growing out of attempts by Negroes to be served In bus stations. 

Since then, the number of such complaints has lessened. There are everul reasons for 
thi s change. A number of bus stations have simply decided to comply with the law. 
Others have replaced their lunch counters with vending machines, thus avoiding the pos
sibility of providing personal nondiscriminatory service to all customers. Still other bus 
stations ha,·e closed their doors altogether. There are stlll some reported to be unchanged
In the practice of unlawful segregation.

As the advisory committee met In various towns Its members made arrangements several 
times to have lunch together In n public restaurant when these meetings extended through 
the noon hour. On eve ry such occasion, n rep resentative of the advisory committee would 
make arrangements with the resta uran t management In advance. We were always cordially
welcomed and graciou ly treated. However, we still feel that we cannot do this without 
first making advance prepa ration. '.rhe climate In Ml sis ippl Is not yet such that we can 
be certain that a biracial group will be served upon entering an establishment unannounced. 

Another sl"n that some degree of progress Is being made Is the spirit of cooperation with 
which the adv! ory committee hns been r eceived in some communities. In the past It has 
been nn extremely rare thing to be able even to communicate with the legal ly constituted 
lenders In government. In our meetings. sheriffs and other ofllcials were always Invited 
to appear, e peclally when the committee had advanced information that these officials were 
to be Involved ln a complaint. Until quite recently, little response to these invitations 
was ever noted. However, there are now hopeful s igns of n change of attitude on the 
part or some officials. 

At our meting In the city of Greenville, tl1e mayor and the chief ot police both cnme 
and stayed throughout the proceedings. l!Jncb made sta t ements that were helpful to the 
committee. 'l'helr spirit of cooperation mnde frank discussion of controversial Issues 
and practices much easier for nil concerned. 

'l'he mayor and chief of police of Gulfport and the circuit clerk of Harrison County
attended our meeting at Biloxi. They were quite helpfu l In providing facts and figures
concernln!; their civil jurisdiction ns well as in expressing opinions which Increased the 
committee understanding of the statu of civil rights in the e loca lities. 

At Meridia n and Vicksburg, representa tives ot the local chambers of commerce attended 
the meetings. 'l'heir testimony concerning business climate and unemployment practices 
was particularly valuable. 

In reviewing signs of progress In the State, the committee wishes to tnke note of several 
act1,,1t1e on the part of private groups. The Mississippi Council on Human Relations, 
which was fir t orga nized In 1956 and was forced to become Inactive, was reo rganized In 
May 1962. It is composed of severa l hundred represen tative citizens. At the present
time It has n full-time stall director and hns organized a loca l chapter In Jackson and the 
gulf coast. On a continuing ba s.is It sponsors programs nnd projects designed to strengthen
the relatlonshiP. between the various ra~lal groups In the State. From all Indications, the 
organization will continue to gain support.

In 1963 our committee wns encouraged when a group of llllssissippl white women or
ganized the Mississippians for Public Education. This Is a statewide organization with 
local chapters in many communities nnd Is concerned with keeping the schools open re
gardless of developments In the area of desegregation. 

In 1964. several hundred community lenders In McComb Issued a statement repudiating
lawles, ness in that community and called for a res toration of law and order. 

Soon after the enactment of the Civil Ri ~bts Act, the Jackson Chamber of Commerce 
publicly urged compliance with the public accommodations sec tion of the act. 

Within recent weeks. the Mississippi Economic Council, which ls equivalent to a State 
chamber of commerce, Issued o resolution calling for the following: 

l. A respect for lnw nnd order must be maintained, nnd penalty must be equitably applied 
to nil viola tors ;

,2. Communication between the races must be maintained ; 
3. Re~lstrntlon and voting laws should be Impartially administered for all; 
-4. Public education must be maintained and strengthened. 
Thi s statement wns endorsed by the chambers of commerce of Jackson, Vicksburg, Gulf

port, Winona. Montgomery County. and by the Mississippi Manufacturers Association, and 
was entered Into the Congressional Record by Senator John C. Stennis. 
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An interfaith, interracial "Committee of Concern" was formed in J"ackson by ministers 
and laymen on September 9, 1964, for the pnrpose of raising funds to rebuild 40 Negro
churches which have been bombe"cl or burned since J"une 1964. 

A goal of $300,000 has been set. 
One church has already been completed and was dedicated in J"anuary. Construction 

is now underway on 15 others. 
A number of Mississippi college students, white and Negro, have expressed a desire to 

help rebuild the churches this summer. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based upon information collected by the committee through open meetings and other 
factfinding activities, the committee concludes that Its findings of 1963, with minor 
exceptions, are valid today. For purposes of emphasis the committee restates these 
findings:

1. The first finding of this committee is that justice under law is not guaranteed for the 
Negro in Mississippi in the way that it is for the white man. This is true to the extent 
that much of the basic meaning of being an American citizen is denied to nearly half the 
citizens of the State. The idea of the dignity and worth of ever individual is fundamental 
to the American way of life and to the J"udeo-Chrlstian code of ethics on which our system
is based. These concepts are systematically violated and an injustice done to us all when 
42.3 percent of the citizens of this State must either accept an inferior station in life 
and an attitude of ·servility, or endanger themselves and their families by protesting. All 
Mississippians are thereby denied the privileges of living under the best and fairest form 
of government yet devised. We find that terror hangs over the Negro in Mississippi and 
Is an expectancy for those who refuse to accept their color as a badge of inferiority; and 
terrorism has no proper place in the American form of government.

2. The second finding of this committee is that the State government of Mississippi
is not sufficiently concerned with the task of protecting the rights of all the citizens 
of Mississippi. Even if police brutality were less severe and widespread than we have be
lieved, a responsible State government would take energetic steps to ascertain the facts 
and punish the wrongdoers. A firm position on this matter by the State government would 
reduce the tendency of lesser officials to abuse their authority and would enhance the 
respect of the people for the State government. As matters stand today, we are forced to 
report that the attiude of the State government toward the realization of the rights of 
all our citizens has been one of obstruction rather than protection. Sections 2155.4-
2155.6 of the Mississippi code are an indication of the prevailing official attitude. These 
sections make a conviction for perjury in a civil rights case easier to obtain than in any
other perjury case. Since Negroes represent the overwhelming majority of persons likely 
to be forced to make sworn statements in order to secure basic rights, this 1960 legislation 
seems designed to intimidate or punish those of the Negro race who would assert these 
rights.

3. While this committee feels that the accounts of its meetings in the press of the 
State have usually been fair and objective, we find 'that in general the press is failing 
to meet its obligation to our society. When an element of Government exceeds or neglects
its proper role in a free society, it is the duty of the press to alert the people to the situation,
The people of Mississippi are largely unaware of the extent of the problem of illegal
official violence and the press is partly to blame. It is a zealous crusader against gov
ernmental injustice when the Federal Government is believed to be at fault, but closes 
its eyes to State or local official mistreatment of Negro citizens. 

4. This committee finds many citizens of Mississippi continue not to have the equal
protection of law due them as American citizens. 

We note with approval and commendation the increased activity of the U.S. J"ustice 
Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation in attempting to secure equal
protection for all citizens-especially in the accelerated prosecution of voter denial suits 
and the enlargement of the FBI office in J"ackson. 

However, at this time, we deem it of utmost importance that some procedure be devised 
whereby the physical safety and security of all persons seeking to obtain or exercise their 
constitutional rights may be guaranteed. This is a function which normally and right
fully belongs to local nnd state authorities. But the quality of law enforcement vari,.s 
so widely throughout the State as to make the usual avenues for securing protectiun
inadequate. -

In the light of the public statements of cooperation made by Gov. Paul J"ohnson on 
February 9, 1965, we respectfully suggest that Governor J"ohnson, as chief law enforcement 
officer of the State, use the great prestige of his office to initiate a voluntary, statewide 
program of cooperation between local and State law enforcement officers with Federal·au
thorities to the end that nll Mississippi citizens mny be secure in their homes and persons.

5. We are encouraged by the fact that a small number of public officials have expressed 
a desire to take leadership away from the forces of intolerance nud place it in the hands 
of those who have an honest desire to live in an atmosphere of decency and human dignity.
In a few instances we have seen individuals and organization lenders publicly state and 
defend a position to make equality a reality in our State. trhese persons should be en
couraged. Individuals who are willing and able to give affirmative leadership in the 
State, rather than the leaders of reaction, should be sought for advice and consulted on 
political matters by the Federal Government. 

The committee wishes to stress that Mississippi's most pressing problem continues to 
be that of persuading white Mississippians of good will to speak out publicly for law en
forcement, equal protection under the law, and implementation in our public and personal
lives of ideals and principles consistent with our J"udeo-Christian heritage in a democratic 
society. 

SUMMARY 

The Mississippi committee will continue its much needed work. It will go to every
section of the State to provide citizens with an opportunity to tell the Federal Government 
about their complaints of denial of equal protection, and to record the positive experiences 



27 

of communities In resolving conflict. The members continue to maintain faith tha t the 
forces of justice in this State which are silent will be inspired and motivated to speak out 
and oppose the forces of tyranny and injustice. It will look to the leaders of the Federal 
Government to fulfill their responsibilities forcefully . The people of this State and the 
country can depend upon us to press on toward our ultimate goal of equality of opportunity
In :Mississippi. 

Chairman HANNAH. I would suggest that, before we proceed with 
the witnesses from Issaquena County, we take a 10-minute break, 
and that we convene again at approximately 10 :45, or a minute or two 
after that. 

(Short recess taken.) 
Chairman HANNAH. We will proce_ed with the hearing. Mr. Tay

lor, will you introduce the next witness? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, the next group of witnesses are from 

Issaquena County, and I would like Mr. Humpstone, a staff attorney, 
to give the Commission a little background information about the 
county by way of introduction. 

Mr. HuMPSTONE. Issaquena County lies in the west of the State along 
the Mississippi River. The population of the county as estimated in 
1963 was 2,700 of whom 68 percent were Negroes. 

In 1960 there were about 1,100 voting-age Negroes and 640 voting
age whites living in the county. It is currently estimated that 100 
percent of the white voting-age population is registered to vote. As 
late as October 1964, no Negro was registered. Since then, nine Ne
groes have registered to vote. 

Issaquena is a rural agricultural county consisting largely of cotton 
plantations. Eighty-five percent of the Negroes and 44 percent of 
the whites work in agriculture. In 1959, the median income for white 
families was about $3,500; for Negro families, about $960. 

The median education level of Negroes in Issaquena County is com
pletion of the fourth grade, of whites, completion of the eighth grade. 
In the 1960-61 school year, the Sharkey County and Issaquena County 
merged school district-that is, the two counties are in a single school 
district-spent about $215 for each white child and about $120 for 
each Negro child. 

Chairman HANNAH. Any questions anyone would like to ask Mr. 
Humpstone? If not, proceed, Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. TAYLOR. The first witness is Mrs. Jerimiah Blackwell. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Blackwell, come forward. 
Mrs. Blackwell, will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, Mrs. Jeremiah (Unita Zelma) Blackwell was duly 

sworn by the Chairman and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair, please. Mr. Taylor, will you 

proceed with the questioning. 

770-805-65--3 
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TESTIMONY OF MRS. JEREMIAH (UNITA ZELMA) :BLACKWELL, 
ISSAQUENA COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Blackwell, will you state your full name and 
address for the record? 

Mrs. BLACKWELL. My name is Unita Zelma Blackwell, General De-
livery, Mayersville, Miss. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Issaquena County? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Three years and over. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And where did you live before that? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. I lived in H elena, Ark. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Is there currently an effort to get Negroes in Issaquena 

County to vote? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. It is now. It has been since June of 1064. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Could you tell us a little bit about it and your part 

in it? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, I am now a COFO worker, and we a.re 

getting people to go down to the courthouse to register to vote. They 
are afraid, but they goes now, because, you know, since COFO came in 
there and explained to the peoples that they had a right to register, 
to go down to try to register to vote, and people are going out now 
to, you know-they's afraid to go and get ,cut off their welfare and 
get thrown off the farms and everything else, but they're standing 
up because we are talking to them and explaining everything. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know of any Negroes who were registered to 
vote in the county prior to the summer of 1964? 

Mrs. BLACKWELL. No, because they didn't even want to talk about 
it. They used to talk about it and they just said "You know the white 
folks, they don't want us over to the courthouse, and you just can't 
do that." 

Mr. TAYLOR. Can you give us an estimate of just how many Negroes 
attempted to register since the drive began? 

Mrs. BLACKWELL. About 150 attempts. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you try to keep some records of this? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, up until the time now, we're just too busy 

going from house to house and talking to people. People are just 
going now every once in a while on their own now. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know of any Negroes who have passed? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Yes, I do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Abouthowmany? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, about nine or ten. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have any of the applicants for registration had better 

than a sixth grade education? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have there been any high school or college students? 
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Mrs. BLACKWELL. There has been ; teachers. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have they passed? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. vVell, I know of a teacher; she went twice, and 

then she passed the last time she went. And I know a college student, 
and he didn't pass, and I know another college student, and she didn't 
pass. And that's the way it has been. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How far did you go in school? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. I went through the eighth grade. 
Mr. T AYLOR. Have you attempted to register? 
Mrs. BLACKW'ELL. I have. Three times. 
Mr. T AYLOR. , iVell, tell us about your first attempt. 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, the first t ime I went over, my husband 

and I-well, the first time, it started the day before then ; the COFO 
workers came in, and we had a mass meeting, and they says, "Well, 
who would volunteer to go over to the courthouse and try to register 
to vote." And we had people-to sta1t off, we had three or four go that 
day and three or four go the next day, and the first day there was a 
group that went, and we were in the group that went the next day. 
And my husband and I went in, and she says, "Vi7hat do you want?" 
m1d we said, "ViTe came in to try to register." And she says, "Well, 
can't all of you-one at a time." And so we just went out. 

And she told me to sit down, and I sit down at a little table, and 
she gave me this slip of paper-because I had never saw one before
and I looked at it and took my time, a.nd I filled it out, and she stood 
there hanging over the bannister. And then she gave me a book, 
pointed out a section for me to copy, and I copied it and tried to 
interpret it like it said. And then the next it says about the citizen
ship-obligations of a citizen-and I put that down. 

And then I asked her when it got down there what oath, general 
oath, minister's oath, I said "What oath reckon I should take?" She 
said "I can't help you. You have to do it yourself." 

Mr. T AYLOR. She o-ave you a copy-she gave you a section of the 
Mississippi constitution to interpret? 

Mrs. BLACKWELL. That's right. The first time I went in was 182. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have a copy of your application form? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Thats right, I do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Could you read that section that she gave you to 

interpret? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL (reading): 
The power to tax corpora tions and their property shall never be surrendered 

or abridged by any contract or grant to which the State or any political sub
division thereof may be a party, except that the legislature may grant exemp
tion from taxation in the encouragement of manufactures and other new enter
prises of public utility extending for a period of not exceeding 5 years, the time 
or such exemptions to commence from elate of charter, if to a corporation; and 
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if to an individual enterprise, then from the commencement of work; but when 
the legislature grants such exemptions for a period of 5 years or less, it shall be 
done by general laws, which shall distinctly enumerate the classes of manufac
tures and other new enterprises of public utility entitled to such exemptions, 
and shall prescribe the mode and manner in which the right to such exemptions 
shall be determined. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. Did you go back to find out whether you 
had passed the test i 

Mrs. BLACKWELL. She said come back in 30 days. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you pass i 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. No, I didn't. And I asked when could I take the 

test again and she said about 2 weeks. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you go back again a second time i 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. I did go back. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know what sectiqn of the constitution you 

were given to interpret the second time i 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Yes, I do. 111. 
Mr. TAYLOR. That is the section dealing with the judicial sale of 

land. Did you attempt to interpret--
Mrs. BLACKWELL. No. I had wrote out affidavits showing that I 

had had over a 6th grade, you know, schooling, and I gave it to her 
and explains that-and she says "Well, that's all right; you'll have to 
do it anyway." And so I just didn't fill it out. I just wrote it and 
signed my name and came out. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you go back a third time i 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And what section did you get on the third time i 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Ninety-seven. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you pass~ 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. I did. And this time she helped, because of all 

you know, so much had been going on and everything; all the civil 
rights and Justice Department, everybody running in. And she was 
all upset. And I went in and asked for a precinct m3:p to find out 
what precinct I live in because I was paying my poll tax and one of 
these days I may pass, but you have to pay, you know, 2 years, and 
so I went in there and I says "Could you give me a precinct map, 
Mrs. Vandevender," and she says, "Well, Unita, I just don't have one 
and we don't know-we don~t have anything but land maps, and 
that's all I can give you," and I said, "Well, since I'm here, I'll take 
the registration test." 

And I filled it out and I had section 97 and I wrote it down and 
looked it over and I picked some of the words out of, you know, what 
I had wrote down; put that in there and turned it over. And I mis
spelled "length" and I said "Oh, my Lord." And so then I filled 
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out the rest of it and when I got through I handed it to her, and I 
said "Well, I misspelled this, and well, I didn't date the top," and she 
said "Oh, that's all right, it's all right, it's all right." And then she 
ran and got the book and, you know, she was just tired of looking 
atme. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you understand section 97? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, I don't know. Because I just picked out, 

you know, what-half of what was in there. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Blackwell, what kind of farm labor do most of 

the Negroes in Issaquena County do? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, they drive tractors, which consists of $5 a 

day, $6, and if you're a real good tractor driver, here lately you can 
get $7 and sta,y on a man's place, and $3 a day for chopping cotton 
and $2 for picking a hundred-you know, $2 a hundred. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you ever ask the registrar for a copy of your 
application? 

Mrs. BucKWELI,. Yes, I did, because I wanted to find out, you 
know, what it had looked like, what I'd done wrong, and, you know, 
she told me I could get a copy. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you get a copy? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Yes. I asked her "Do I get a copy ?" and she 

said she would mail it out to me, and she told me it was $2.50, and I 
told her I didn t have the $2.50. And so I left. 

And about 2 or 3 days later I went back with $2.50. And the next 
time I said I want another copy, so I paid $5 for copies. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you think things are changing now in Issaquena 
County? 

Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, I hope so. But, you ]mow-well, the peo
ple now are still afraid, and they still, you know-they just don't knov; 
what to do, because now they say the checks is going to get cut off . 
Because there's not no work or nothing in the wintertime, and they 
slowly but surely they're going down to the courthouse and trying to 
register to vote. 

Of course they're not passing, but they're going. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you intend to vote now that you are registered? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. I do intend to vote. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why do you think it is important? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Because it is very important to have the people 

represented, and I wants somebody to represent me. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mrs. Blackwell. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any members of the Commission have any 

. questions? Father Hesburgh? 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Mrs. Blackwell, do you anticipate having 

any difficulty because of coming here today and making this testimony? 
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Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, I don't lmow, because it has got to the 
place, you !mow-well, the other day we "\\as comi11g out-we had been 
to Mr. Jackson house, and was talking to him about cqming to a 
parent's meeting, and some white guys came up in a truck and blocked 
us and got out and told us all ki11ds of nasty things, "Get out of here 
and don't come back." This was a "'\iVednesday, and the Sunday be
fore then, and the same truck, they run a lot of school kids out because 
they was down talking to people, and had a shot gun out and flashing 
it, you know, and saying "I could have killed you way back yonder in 
the woods," and all this kind of stuff. And you just get to the place 
you know it's going to happen but you've just got to stand up and got 
to do something. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Thank you very much. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman? 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. Blackwell, is the office of the registrar 

open every day? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. Well, yes, except Saturdays. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Do people go in and try to register every 

day? 
Mrs. BLACKWELL. They goes down-I don't know whether they go 

every day or not, because sometimes they go five or six and she throws 
them out and says "You have to stand outside because you are blocking 
the way" and "You have to go in one at a time" and "You can't stand 
in the hall because you're blocku1g the hall" and "You're still block
ing the way". ,So that's the way it is. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. At the time you went down to try to reg
ister did you see any white persons trying to register? 

Mrs. BLACKWELL. No. They was just in there drinking coffee, and 
the Highway Patrols, and you know, just standing around. 

Chairman HANNAH. You are excused, Mrs. Blackwell. Thank you 
very much. 

(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witnesses are Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Hall. 
Chairman H ANNAH. Mr. and Mrs. Hall. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hall, will you raise your right hand. 
("'\¥hereupon, Mr. Clarence Hall and Mrs. Clarence Hall were duly 

sworn by the Chairman and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you proceed with the ques

tioning. 
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TESTIMONY OF MR. AND MRS. CLARENCE HALL, JR., ISSAQUENA 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Hall, will you give your full name and your ad
dress and occupation? 

Mr. HALL. Clarence Hall, Jr., Route 1, Box 103, Glen Allen, Miss.; 
farmer and work in a factory in Mississippi, Atkins Saw Plant. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How many years of school have you had? 
Mr. HALL. Eight years. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you served in the Armed Forces? 
Mr.HALL. Yes,Ihave. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When was tha.t? 
Mr. HALL. vVorld War II. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Were you overseas~ 
Mr. RALL. Y.es, I were. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And did you receive any decorations! 
Mr. HALL. Two battle stars. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Hall, have you attempted to register to vote? 
Mr. HALL. Yes. Yes, I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How many times1 
Mr. RALL. Twice. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us about the.first t ime? 
Mr. HALL. Yes, I can. 
The first time I went down to pay my poll tax in 195'7. When I 

got down, I paid my land tax aJld intended to pay my poll tax, and 
the tax collector there told me she couldn't take my poll tax because 
I hadn't registered to vote. So I in turn went to the registrar 
office. 

vVhen I got to the registrar office they told me the registrar had 
come down to J ackson because her sister had died, although the 
registrar was there, ·because I knew her personally. She were there. 
Then I left. 

The next day I came back and paid my poll tax, she received my 
poll tax and later on I we1 t and taken the literacy test, which she 
gave me section 80, and I did not pass it. She told me the only 
thing I missed on it was citizenship, and I didn't pass. 

The second time, in 1959 I went back to pay my poll tax, Mr. Duffin 
and I. "\Vhen we got down to the sheriff's office, I stated to the tax 
collector there I wanted to pay my poll tax. She said "I haven't 
got any order from the sheriff to collect poll tax from you." 

And I said "Can you get in contact with the sheriff?" and I said 
"I'd appreciate it very much if you would." So she called the sheriff, 
whose name was Newton. At that time-it had taken about an hour 
or hour and a half to get to the courthouse. When I got to the 
courthouse he said "Good morning, boys," and I didn't say anything 
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because I knew I wasn't a boy and he wasn't talking to me. And he 
said to follow him, and his deputy took me and Duffin over in the 
jailhouse, and taken us inside. .And when we got inside the jail
house they closed the door. Four of us was in there together. 

The words he stated, he said "I know you boys want a road down 
there, and I'm going to send all the equipment from down the lower 
end of the county and up into the upper end of the county"-which 
is the district I live in-"and build you all a good road. We want 
to keep things just like it is in Issaquena County." 

When he got through talking I said "I'm not interested in a road; 
I'm here to pay my poll tax. If you're going to receive them or 
not, I would like to know." But he looked at me very hard, but he's 
smaller than I am. And he said "If you've got to, pay your poll 
tax." And I said "Thank you, I'll pay them." 

Mr. TAYLOR. Was there something wrong with the road conditions 
near your house i 

Mr. I!ALL. Yes. The road was very bad. There was from about 
10 to 14 families on the road which is about a mile and a half or 2 
miles long, nothing but mud at the time. .And the children had to 
come out on tractor or trailer to get to school, rain, snow, or sleet . 
.And they didn't have any way-the buses couldn't get down to take 
them to school. .And the road was very bad, and so I laid off at that 
time, which was 1959. I didn't try to register no more. 

But for the kids on the upper end to get a road where they could go 
to school, the word went out in the community there that if Mr. Duf
fin and I hadn't paid our poll tax we would have got a new road. 

Although that were in 1959, the road didn't get completed and get 
a road in there until 1964, when a new supervisor came in in January 
1964. Within 6 months' time lie had a road from the gravel road to 
my house and gravel in every driveway, which is about two miles and 
a half. Eight years the previous supervisor stayed in, he didn't do 
anything. He dragged the road 25 times, and told the operator on his 
road grader not to come to my house, to' cut off before he got to my 
house. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you try to register again in 1964i 
Mr. I!ALL. Yes; I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you a copy of your application i 
Mr. I!ALL. I have now. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What section of the Mississippi constitution were you 

given to interpret i 
Mr. I!ALL. 190. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Section 190 of the Mississippi constitution reads as 

follows: 
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The exercise of the right of eminent domain shall never be abridged, or so 
construed as to prevent the legislature from taking the property and franchises 
of incorporated companies, and subjecting them to public use; and the exercise 
of the police powers of the State shall never be abridged, or so construed as to 
permit corporations to conduct their business in such manner as to infringe upon 
the rights of individuals or general well-being of the State. 

Did you go back after completing your application to find out if you 
had passed the test? 

Mr. RALL. Yes. My wife went back for me as I work every day 
and can't get off to go clown there. She went back. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How much later? 
Mr. HALL. Thirty days later. And they told her I failed to pass the 

test. 
Mr. T AYLOR. Have you attempted to get other people to attempt to 

register to vote in Issaquena County? 
Mr. HALL. Yes ; I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What do you do to accomplish this? 
Mr. l-lALL. ,Yell, we have meetings throughout the county. I tells 

them that the only way they are going to get represented is by going 
down there trying to vote, "·hich "·e have literature tests which is very 
hard, too hard to pass. And I tell them, without they go down there 
and vote, they cannot be represented. 

, Vhat I mean about that, you don't have a.ny representatives in the 
county, you don't have any in the State legislature, you don't have any 
in Congress; nobody to represent us. If we had representatives on 
our school board, we wouldn't have 175 or 200 kids out of school to
day. But we don't lrnve representatives. 

And without they vote and getting the vote right, we will never have 
representatives. 

And I told them the Government will not call us monkeys, coon, and 
things. " ' hen the man who's running for office holler the loudest 
word "nigger," he won't get elected if we can vote like every other 
citizen. 

Mr. T AYLOR. Thank you. 
Mrs. Hall, I would like to ask you a few questions. H ave you ever 

attempted to register to vote? 
Mrs. HALL. Yes; I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. ·what sections of the Mississippi constitution were you 

given to interpret? 
Mrs. HALL. 161, the 16th day of July. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you pass when you took the test that time? 
Mrs. HALL. No; I didn't. 
Mr. TAYLOR. That's the section that deals with the concurrent juris

diction of chancery and circuit courts. 
Mrs. RALL. That's right. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. And it reads: 
.A.nd the chancery court shall have jurisdiction, concurrent with the circuit 

court, of suits on bonds of fiduciaries and public officers for failure to account 
for money or property received, or wasted or lost by neglect or failure to col
lect, and of suits involving inquiry into matters of mutual accounts; but if the 
plaintiff brings his suit in the circuit court, that court may, on application of 
the defendant, transfer the cause to the chancery court, if it appear that the 
accounts to be investigated are mutual and complicated. 

Did you pass that time? 
Mrs. I-I.ALL. No; I didn't. 
Mr. TAYLOR. ·what section were you given the second time to in-

terpret? 
Mrs. HALL. Eighty-two. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you pass that time? 
Mrs. HALL. No; I didn't. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did the registrar tell you why you had failed that 

time? 
Mrs. HALL. She said I signed the minister's oath and the general 

oath, and misspelling a couple a words. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you try again to register? 
Mrs. HALL. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And what section were you given that time? 
Mrs. HALL. Twenty-four. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What was the result? 
Mrs. HALL. I passed. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you request copies of your earlier applications? 
Mrs. HALL. The first one; that was all. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Was there any charge for that, Mrs. Hall? 
Mrs. HALL. $2.50. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do Commissioners have questions? Father 

Hesburgh? 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Mr. Hall, you had some difficulty getting 

to vote. Did you have some difficulty getting in the Army? 
Mr. HALL. I did not. 
Commissioner HEsnuRGH. Do you think a roan who serves his coun

try in battle has a special right to vote, or is entitled to vote in a very 
special kind of way? 

Mr. HALL. ·well, when a man put his life up for his country, I do 
think he should have a right to e.very right that's given to any other 
citizen of the United States of America. 

Commissioner lliSBURGH. Why do you want to vote, Mr. Hall? 
Mr. HALL. I wants to vote so I can place people in positions where 

they are going to represent me and other poor people-their needs. 
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Commissioner lIEsBURGH. Thank you, Mr. Hall. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman? 
Commissioner FREEMAN. ·what was your rank when you were in the 

Army? 
Mr. HALL. Sergeant. 
Cmmnissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. Hall, when did you _pass the voting 

registration test? 
Mrs. H ALL. Fourth day of January 1965. 
Co1mnissioner FREEMAN. Just last month 1 
Mrs. HALL. That's right. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold? 
Commissioner GruswoLD. Mr. Hall, what was the date on which you 

most recently took the test? 
Mr. HALL. The 10th of August 1964. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Had you pla.nnecl or thought of seeking to 

take it again? 
Mr. HALL. I do. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. In the near future, or-
Mr. HALL. Yes, in the near future. 
See, I works e, ery day and I have to take off a day to go down 

there. See, I works in a plant. 
Commissioner GruswoLD. H ave you arranged to ta.ke a day off from 

time to time~ 
Mr. HALL. Well, I cannot just do it with that personal excuse, you 

see. And sometimes I can get an excuse to get off that day. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. That costs you a da.y's wages? 
Mr. HALL. It do that. 
Commissioner Gm WOLD. Do you feel subject to any pressure at the 

plant because of your efforts to vote? 
Mr. l-IALL. Well, the tension is kind of building up in the last few 

days a little. I can kind of tell about there formerly and the last few 
days, the tension is building up a little bit. 

Commissioner GmswoLD. But your employer does allow you a day 
off on your request in order to register to vote? 

Mr. HALL. No ; not to register to vote. I don't tell him anything 
about I'm going to register to vote. 

Commissioner GmswoLD. He must know what your purpose is, don't 
you think? 

Mr. HALL. w·en, I imagine he do, because when they taken deposi
tion a few weeks ago I was on the witness stand and my name came 
out in the papers. And I gathered from that, why he saw that and he 
knows, a little tension will follow most of the time. 

Commissioner GmswoLD. Do you anticipate any difficulty getting 
time off when you want to next try to register to vote? 
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Mr. lliLL. Well, I don't know. I couldn't answer directly now. 
Chairman HANNAH. How long were you in the armed services i 
Mr. lliLL. I was in the armed services 5 years 4 months. 
Chairman HANNAH. In the Army i 
Mr. lliLL. In the Army. 
Chairman HANNAH. I gather you were overseas i 
Mr. HALL. I were overseas 3 years. 
Chairman HANNAH. Where did you serve overseas i 
Mr. RALL. European theater of operations. 
Chairman HANNAH. You had no problems in the armed services¥ 
Mr. lliLL. I did not. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do you have children in school¥ 
Mr. HALL. I had one in school, but he 'is not in school today. 
Chairman HANNAH. Will he be in school tomorrow or next week i 
Mr. lliLL. He will not unless the condition is changed. 
Chairman HANNAH. Why will he not be in school i 
Mr. lliLL. Because our-they taken our-----'at least the kids-their 

button to school, which is COFO, they're student nonviolent. And 
the principal put them on a bus and sent them all home. And now 
you have to sign for the right for your kids to go to school. 

You didn't sign them in school, and I don't think you should have 
to sign to send them back to school. 

Also we sent a committee to talk to the school board, the superin
tendent of education, and he refused to talk with them. He told 
them-we told them that we wanted-the parents wanted to meet the 
board of education and explain to them and get their decision on why 
the kids had to pull off their button to go back in the school, and other 
problems which we are having at the school we want to tell them . 

.And the school board, school board of education, refused to meet 
the parents. They turned it down: "No, we can't meet you." 

Chairman HANNAH. Is it a son or daughter that you have in school i 
Mr. lliLL. A son. 
Chairman HANNAH. How old is the boy i 
Mr. lliLL. Eightyears old. 
Chairman HANNAH. And he was sent home because of some button 

he was wearing~ Is thatwhat I understand you to say i 
Mr. lliLL. He wasn't sent home because of the button he was wear

ing, but the other people's children in the neighborhood was sent home, 
and we are trying to get to meeting with the school board to clear up 
all the problem. And we decided, after they sent one of them home, 
to take all of them out of the school until we could meet the board and 
get theboard to talk to us personally. 

Chairman HANNAH. Does the school board control all the schools 
in the two countiesi 
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Mr. HALL. It do that. 
Chairman HANNAH. Are there any Negroes on the school 'board? 
Mr. HALL. That's one of the points: No Negroes on the school board. 

vVe want to get some on the school board. 
Chairman H ANNAH. How large is the school that your son attends? 
Mr. HALL. His elementary school, I think it's about 500 or 600 kids 

there, which is real small; they're crowded; 60 I think would be to one 
teacher, which I think the minimum is about 25 and the maximum 
about 30, if I'm not mistaken. But we understand they have from 
30 to 40 and sometimes 60 in a room to one teacher. And these are 
some of the problems we would like to get straightened out. 

Chairman HANNAH. What grade is your son in? 
Mr. RALL. Third grade. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do you know exactly how many students are 

in the one room with your son? 
Mrs. HALL. Thirty-four. 
Mr. RALL. My wife says 34. 
The reason I don't know directly, because I was elected on the PTA 

at the Letter-Menzer School, and the principal-we met about 3 or 4 
time and we discussed some problem about our desegregating the 
school and about what was happening under the new civil rights 
bill and how it would a:ffect us. And he told me flat that he wasn't 
going to have no civil rights lesson in school, and I asked him 
whether the superintendent of education told him to do it, and he 
told me no; he just turned a fit and I said from that day on he wasn't 
going to have any more PTA meeting in the school. We don't have 
any PTA meeting in the high school or in the elementary school. 

vVhen the principal say no, the school board go along with the 
principal; the superintendent of education tell the principal what 
to do and he is backed up by the school board. 

Chairman HANNAH. Are there any other questions? 
Mr. TAYLOR. No further questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. You are excused. Thank you very much. 
(Witnesses excused.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mr. Percy Brinson. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Brinson, will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, Percy Brinson was duly sworn by the Chairman and 

testified as follows : ) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair, Mr. Brinson. And Mr. Taylor, 

will you begin the questioning? 

TESTIMONY OF PERCY BRINSON, ISSAQUENA COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Brinson, would you state your full name, your 
address, and your occupation? 
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Mr. BRINSON. Percy Brinson, Post Office Box 342, Glen Allen, Miss., 
Issaquena County. 

Mr. TAYLOR. And what is your occupation, sid 
Mr. BRINSON. Farmer. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Issaquena County? 
Mr. BRINSON. All my days, right there, my home right there. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How large is your farm? 
Mr. BRINSON. Ninety-six acres. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Could you tell us the approximate income of the farm 

on an annual basis? 
Mr. BRINSON. I would say approximately $9,000. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you do the bookkeeping and keep the figures for 

your farm? 
Mr. BRINSON. I do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Before 1964, had you ever attempted to register to 

vote1 
Mr. BRINSON. I did not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Could you tell us why not, Mr. Brinson? 
Mr. BRINSON. Because I lmew that it wasn't wanted to be, and I 

lrnew of people that had tried and was turned down. And we always 
try to keep it peaceable, and we just went along and didn't do it 
because it would have been better for us at the time. Therefore I never 
attempted to. 

Mr. TAYLOR. When did an organized effort to register Negroes 
begin? 

Mr. BRINSON. About July 1964. 
Mr. TAYLOR. After that effort began, did you attempt to registed 
Mr. BRINSON. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us about it? 
Mr. BRINSON. This was what happened: The day that the civil 

rights people were in there-I didn't lrnow anything about anyone be
ing in the county, but they were there, but I hadn't seen any-but the 
sheriff came to my house that morning and told my wife that he wanted 
to see me. He wanted e, en to bring me some water down in the field 
where I was. But he didn't get to me that morning, but he was back 
there before I got away at noon and told me, you know, how we all 
grew up there and everything together, and there wouldn't be anything 
hazardous with me going down there to register to vote, to go down 
there; he urged me to go down there and vote, because there wouldn't 
be anyone to object to anything of the kind. 

Mr. TAYLOR. So you did go? 
Mr. BRINSON. I did go. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have a copy of your test i 
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Mr. BRINSON. Yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell me what section of the Mississippi con-

stitution you were given to interpret? 
Mr. BRINSON. Twenty-one. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you read it for us? 
Mr. BRINSON (reading): 
Section 21. Habeas corpus. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall 

not be suspended, unless when in the case of rebellion or invasion, the public 
safety may require it, nor ever without the authority of the legislature. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. After you took the test, did you go back to 
find out if you had passed? 

Mr. BRINSON. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What did the registrar say to you at that time, sir? 
Mr. BRINSON. When I went back, she told me I couldn't get it then 

because they didn't have any returns on it. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have any idea what she meant by that? 
Mr. BRINSON. I did not, because I knew just that much about it. I 

didn't know where it had to go, that somebody had to be interviewed, or 
what-not. I didn't know whether it had left the office or not. I just 
took their word and went on. 

Mr. T AYLOR. Did you ever find out whether you had passed? 
Mr. BRINSON. Yes, sir; I did. I went back and asked her for the 

copy of it and she gave it to me at that time. It was $2.50 fees. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And did you pass? 
Mr. BRINSON. No, sir; I did not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. vVere you anxious to register to vote? 
Mr. BRINSON. VYell, I did ; yes, sir-I was. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us why? 
Mr. BRINSON. I wanted to vote because we don't have anybody to 

represent us. We don't have anybody to put forth to see what is going 
on. We don't know; we don't make any decision. We can't give you a 
job. vVe can't take you off of one. "\Ve can't help you on one. But if 
I can vote, probably that will give me a little power to have something 
then that would benefit us-not myself, but the colored people. 

That is what we want, and the poorer class of people, whether they 
are white or black. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thankyou,Mr. Brinson. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh, do you have a question? 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Yes. Mr. Brinson, do you pay taxes? 
Mr. BRINSON. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. You paid them all your life? 
Mr. BRINSON. Yes, sir. 
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Commissioner HEsBURGH. I mean while you've been working and 
making money i 

Mr. BRINSON. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Do you think people who pay taxes should 

be able to vote i 
Mr. BRINSON. I think so, especially where, you know, you are a citi

zen of the community. When you were born and raised there and been 
there all the time, I thought naturally you would be a citizen. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. You don't find anything wrong with your 
intelligence when you can run a farm and keep books on $9,000 a year, 
doyoui 

Mr. BRINSON. Well; no, sir. 
Commissioner lIEsBURGH. Do you think you could judge whether a 

candidate is good or not i 
Mr. BRINSON. Yes, yes. 
Commissioner lIEsBURGH. Well, I agree with you on paying taxes 

and voting, because that's how the United States became a country. 
Mr. BRINSON. Yes. 
Commissioner lIEsBURGH. We didn't used to be able to have any 

vote, and they had the thing called the Boston Tea Party, and that's 
how it ·all got started. 

Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Brinson, do you know if the sheriff 

encouraged other Negroes in your neighborhood to vote i 
Mr. BRINSON. Oh, yes, he did; he wanted to see some more of them 

there and he went around. But now what he told them, I don't know. 
But I just know what he told me. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. And what did you say he told you i 
Mr. BRINSON. He told me to go down there. He urged me to go 

that day if I wanted to, and whenever I go, there wouldn't be any 
objection. They wanted me to go into it. But I never heard any
thing of that until that particular day. .And he said the civil rights 
people were in Mayersville that day. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. The civil rights people were there that 
dayi 

Mr. BRINSON. That day. .And he said if I hadn't seen them, he 
know that I would see them, because they were coming around. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you intend to take the test again i 
Mr.BRINSON. Yes,ma'am,Ido. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson i 
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Vice Chairman PATIERSON. Mr. Brinson, why do you believe you 
failed the test after the sheriff asked you to go take it? 

Mr. BRINSON. I don't know why. I guess I just maybe didn't have 
it-everything right. She didn't tell me why I failed or anything 
about it. And naturally, I wouldn't know. 

Vice Chairman PA'rl'ERSON. You mentioned that you figured if you 
could vote, that the poor class of people could get representation? 

Mr. BRINSON. Yes, sir. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you think that the poor class of 

white people and the poor class of Negro people would fare the same 
under the same kind of representative? 

Mr. BRINSON. I wouldn't definitely say that I know they would fare 
better, both classes, but I do think it would increase the help of the 
Negro class. There hasn't been any to represent them at any time. 

Vice Chairman PATIERSON. My question-I ,,ill rephrase it-is, 
do you think what is good for the poor class of Negro is also good for 
the poor class of white? 

Mr. BRINSON. I do think so. I do. 
Chairman H ANNAH. Mr. Brinson, do you have sons or daughters? 
Mr. ERIKSON. Yes, sir. 
Chairman H ANNAH. How far did they go in school? 
Mr. BRINSON. ·well, I have had a daughter, she "·ent through col

lege. She had 2 years of college. She is grown, married. She lives 
in St. Louis, my daughter does. She has a family. 

Chairman H ANNAH. Do you have other children? 
Mr. BRINSON. I have a son , and he is in the Army. 
Chairman HANNAH. How far did he go in school? 
Mr. BRINSON. Oh, he ,,-ent about sixth grade. 
Chairman HANNAH. He is in the Army now? 
Mr. BRINSON. He's in the Army. He has been in for 20 years, and 

he expects to stay there. 
Chairman HANNAH. ·where is he stationed? 
Mr. BRINSON. He's stationed-oh, I don't remember just the place 

now. I wouldn't give you any wrong definition on it. 
Chairman HANNAH. I have no further questions. 
Mr. Taylor, any further questions? 
Mr. TAYLOR. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, Mr. Brinson. We ap-

preciate your being here this morning. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Yes. Next witness is Mrs. Luetishie Selveye English. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. English, will you raise your right hand. 

.770-805-65---4 
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(Whereupon, Mrs. Luetishie Selveye English was duly sworn by the 
Chairman and testified as follo,vs :) 

Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair. 
Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioning? 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. LUETISHIE SELVEYE ENGLISH, ISSAQUENA 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. English, will you give your full name and your 
address and your occupation? 

Mrs. ENGLISH. Luetishie Selveye English, Route 1, Box 103A, Glen 
Allen, Miss. Occupation, housewife. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Issaquena County? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Approximately 22 years. 
Mr. TAYLOR. ·what grade of education did you complete m the 

schools? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Nine; completed the ninth. 
Mr. TAYLOR. 1,Vhere did you go to school? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Booker T. Washington High, New Orleans, La. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you attempted to register to vote, Mrs. English? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When did you attempt to register for the first time? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Tenth of August, 1964. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have a copy of your application form? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. ·what section of the Mississippi constitution were you 

given to interpret? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. 274. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you read that section for us, please? 
Mrs. ENGLISH (reading) : 

The Jaws of this State now in force, not repugnant to this constitution, shall 
r emain in force until amended or repealed by the legislature, or until they expire 
by limitation. All statute laws of this State repugnant to the provi ions of this 
constitution, e.--..:cept as provided in the next three sections, shall continue and 
r emain in force until the first day of April, A.D. 1892, unless sooner repealed by 
the legislature. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you understand that section? 
frs. ENGLISH. o, I did not. 
{r. TAYLOR. Did you pass the test? 

Mrs. ENGLISH. o, I did not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When did you go back again? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Went back on the ser,ond of November. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What section were you given that time, Mrs. English? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. 162. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. That is a section that reads: 
All cases that may be brought in a chancery court whereof the circuit court has 

exclusive jurisdiction shall be transferred to the circuit court. 

Mrs. ENGLISH. Yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you pass that time? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. No, I did not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you try again to register to vote? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What section were you given that time? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Section 48. 
Mr. TAYLOR. That is the section that reads: 
Senators and representatives shall in all cases except treason, felony, threat 

or breach of the peace, be privileged from arre t durin" the session of the 
legislature and for 15 days before the commencement and after the termination 
of such session. 

Did you pass that time? 
~frs. ENGLISH. No, I did not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. But are you now registered to vote? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. No, I'm not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. That's all. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh, do you have any questions ? 
Commissioner HE-ssURGH. Mrs. English, are there white people in 

the county of approximately your same level of education who do pass 
these tests? 

Mrs. ENGLISH. I believe so. 
Commissioner I-IEssURGH. How does it happen they pass? 
Mrs. ENGLISU. I couldn't answer that. 
Commissioner HEssuRGH. Are you going to try again? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Yes, I am. 
Commissioner HEssURGH. You are going to keep trying? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. That's right. 
Commissioner fusBURGI:I. Why do you want to vote, Mrs. Eno·lish i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. 'Well, I believe that you are not a citizen until you 

become eligible to vote. 
Commissioner HEsnuRGH. Thank you, Mrs. English. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. English, during the times when you 

have been taking these tests, have there been any other white persons 
taking the tests? 

Mrs. ENGLISH. No. Only one in the room at a time. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you subscribe to a regular daily news
paper? 

Mrs. ENGLISH. No; I do not. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You keep up with the news? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I watch the news on TV. 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. You believe that you understand the 
newsi 

Mrs. ENGLISH. Well, I tries to understand the best I can. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You believe you understand how this coun

try operates i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Well, I am learning more and more, I think. 

[Laughter.] 
Commissioner FREEMAN. And you want to participate in it i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I do. 
Chairman.HANNAH. Dean Griswold. 
Commissioner GRiswo,LD. Mrs. English, do you know how you hap• 

pened to get these particular sections of the constitution to interpret~ 
Were they handed to you by the registrar or did you draw them from 
a box, or how did you get these particular sections i 

Mrs. ENGLISH. They was given to me by the registrar. They picks 
it out in the book and rings around a circle-puts a circle around it 
with a pencil what section you're to copy. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. And you copied a section-
Mrs. ENGLISH. Out of a book. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Which she told you to copy i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. That's right. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Ancl then you were asked to interpret or 

explain that section i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. That's right. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. But you don't know on what basis the 

particular section assigned to you was chosen i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. No; I do not. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Did she seem to open the book and put 

a circle around a number, or whati 
Mrs. ENGLISH. She opened the book and laid it on the table and 

circled around it, the section that she wanted me to copy. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Then you think that the section was 

picked by her-
Mrs. ENGLISH. Yes. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. -not by chance i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I believe it was picked by her. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin. 
Commissioner .RANKIN. Did you make any study of the Mississippi 

constitution before you took the test i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. No. I never had a chance. I never seed it before. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Did you pay any fees i 
Mrs. ENGLISH. No, I didn't pay any fees for to register. I paid $2.50 

for a copy of the register form. 
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Commissioner RANKIN. Each time? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I just got a copy of my application once. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Mrs. English, did you try to write your 

interpretation down, or did you have to say it out loud? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. Write it down. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Did you try? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I did. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. English, did you pay a poll tax? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. This year for the first time. 
Chairman HANNAH. You paid that before you tried to register? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. No, I paid that in January, since I tried to 

register. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions, Mr. Taylor? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you intend to try again, Mrs. English? 
Mrs. ENGLISH. I do. 
Mr. T ,n ."LOR. That is all. 
Chairman HANNAH. You are excused, Mrs. English. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman H ANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness? 
Mr. TAYLon. I would like now to call a staff witness, Dr. Hannah. 
Mr. Charles Humpstone. 
Chairman HANNAH . Mr. Humpstone, will you raise your right 

hand. 
(Whereupon, Charles Cheney Humpstone was duly sworn by the 

Chairman and testified as follows:) 

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES CHENEY HUMPSTONE, STAFF ATTORNEY, 
U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Humpstone, will you state your full name and 
address for the record? 

Mr. HmrrsTONE. Charles Cheney Humpstone, 511 Queen Street, 
Alexandria, Va. 

Mr. TAYLOR. And what position do you occupy with the Commis
sion? 

Mr. HmrPSTONE. I am a staff attorney on the staff of the General 
Counsel's office,. 

Mr. T AYLOR. Are you a member of the bar? 
Mr. H UMPSTONE. I am a member of the bar of New York and of the 

Federal courts in New York. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Diel you do an analysis of the voting applications in 

Issaquena County? 
Mr. HmrrsTONE. I did. 
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On February 11, 1965, Mr. Richard Bellman, another Commission 
staff attorney, and I, examined the registration and voting records of 
Issaquena County. Completed application forms in the registrar's 
possession date from July 1961 to February 1965. Analysis of these 
Issaquena County application forms indicates that the registrar passes 
all white applicants, giving assistance to some. She gives many 
Negroes extremely difficult sections of the Mississippi constitution to 
interpret and has failed all but nine. 

The present Mississippi registration application form has three 
significant questions: Question 18 requires the applicant to copy a 
section of the State constitution designated by the registrar; ques
tion 19 requires him to interpret the section; question 20 requires him 
to set forth his understanding of the duties and obligations of citizen
ship under a constitutional form of government. 

For the period from July 1961 to July 1964, prior to the first Negro 
attempt to register, the registrar relied primarily on three of the 
shorter and less difficult sections of the constitution in administering 
questions 18 and 19. Of the 133 white applicants who took the test 
prior to the first Negro attempt, 107 were given one of these three sec
tions. The remaining sections used were also, for the most part, short 
and easy to understand. 

After the first Negro attempted to register on July 3, 1964, the 
pattern changed. Since that date the registrar has chosen from among 
more varied, and slightly more difficult, sections in testing whites. 
Many Negroes have received sections comparable to those now being 
given whites, but almost one-half of them have received extremely 
difficult sections, some of which you have just heard. 

Since July 3, 1964, more than a hundred Negroes have attempted 
to register. Only nine Negroes have succeeded while all white appli
cants have passed. 

Forms for the period prior to the first Negro attempt indicate that 
assistance was provided many of the white applicants in completion 
of their registration tests. This conclusion is based upon similarity or 
identity of answers on many of the whites forms, suggesting that ap
plicants were provided with answers. For example, of the 138 appli
cants, 48 were asked to interpret section 35. This section reads : 

"The senate shall consist of members chosen every 4 years by the 
qualified electors of the several districts." 

Fifteen of the forty-eight whites who interpreted this sect ion said, 
"To elect the senate members every 4 years in order to get people who 
keep abreast of the times." One of these omitted the word "abreast" 
so that his answer read, "To elect the senate members every 4 years 
in order to get people who keep of the times." Fourteen of these same 
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fifteen persons answered question 20, on the duties of citizenship, with 
the following: "To obey the laws of the State and serve in a useful 
capacity whenever possible." The other person only slightly varied 
this response. 

Another set of verbatim answers was found in a group of forms in 
which the applicants were interpreting section 240. That section 
reads: 

"All elections by the people shall be by ballot." 
Twenty-one persons were as.red to interpret section 240. Nine of 

these 21 interpreted section 240 by stating: "Election of the people 
shall be held by secret ballot." The word "secret" is not suggested 
by the wording of section 240. All nine also used identical ,, ords to 
answer question 20: "Obey the duties of the Government and carry 
out the rules and laws to the best of your ability." 

A number of inadequate answers were accepted. For example, one 
white applicant asked to interpret section 35, which reads, "The senate 
shall consist of members chosen every 4 years by the qualified electors 
of the several districts," wrote only, "equible wrights"-spelled 
e-q-u-i-b-1-e w-r-i-g-h-t-s-and passed. Six persons left question 20 
on the duties of citizenship blank altogether and were nevertheless 
passed. 

Six white persons failed to sign their applications. Thirteen 
whites signed the "minister's oath," instead of signing on the line 
provided for their signatures. Yet three Negroes have been denied 
registration for failure to sign on the appropriate line. 

White persons not qualified to register, under Mississippi statutory 
requirements, were also nevertheless permitted to take the registra
tion test and to register. Twelve applicants were permitted to register 
although their own statements showed that they did not meet the 
requirement of residence in Mississippi for 2 years prior to the next 
ensuing election. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Humpstone, is this a summary of your full report? 
Mr. Hmr!PSTONE. It is a summary of the full report. And I would 

like now to submit the complete analysis for inclusion in the record. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold? 
Commissioner GnrswoLD. Mr. Humpstone, do you have any judg

ment or conclusion based upon your examination of these records as to 
whether the registration procedures in Issaquena County over the pe
riod which you have examined are administered in a fair and non
discriminatory manner? 

Mr. HuMPSTONE. I do, sir. And my opinion is that they are not. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions? Mr. Rankin? 
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Commissioner RA.mrrN. .Am I correct in thinking you :found dis
crimination in two waysi First, whites are given easier sections of 
the constitution to interpret; is that one i 

Mr. HUMPSTONE. I believe-as I said, in the earlier period, before 
the first Negro attempt, that almost all whites were given very easy 
sections. Since the first Negro attempt, the sections given the whites 
have been slightly more difficult. And a substantial number of 
Negroes got those same easier sections. But since very nearly half 
of the Negroes got the extremely difficult sections that you heard 
earlier, I believe that they are-

Commissioner RANKIN. But that situation still exists even though 
there has been some change i 

Mr. HUMPSTONE. It does3 sir. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And the second point: That incorrect inter

pretations are more frequently accepted from whites than from col
ored; is that correct i 

Mr. HUMPSTONE. That is correct. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions, Mr. Taylod 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, I would like to have the complete anal

ysis marked as exhibit No. 1 and introduced into the record. 
( Commission's exhibit No. 1 was marked for identification and re

ceived in evidence.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. I would also like to note, Mr. Chairman, that the reg

istrar of Issaquena County, Mrs. Mary Vandevender, was given notice 
of the expected testimony here and an opportunity to appear both at 
the executive and at the public sessions. But in response to this, her 
attorney communicated with the Qommission and said that because 
of the pendency of a Federal court proceeding filed by the Depart
ment of Justice during the last month, she would not appear. 

Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold i 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mr. Humpstone, did you get any informa

tion which would lead you to know, or to have an opinion as to how 
these sections have been selected in Issaquena Countyi .Are they sim
ply picked by the registrar or is there any e:ffort made to select them 
by lot or chance i 

Mr. HUMPSTONE. I must answer that two ways, Dean Griswold. 
I asked the registrar how she selected sections when I visited her 

office some months ago, and she told me then thrut she chose the sections 
at random. 

I do not believe, however, from my own analysis of the records-
to state it otherwise, it is my opinion that the sections given the 
Negroes were not chosen at random, because they seemed to me sub
stantially more difficult thap. the sections given the whites. 
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Chairman HANNAH. Any other questions? 
Mr. TAYLOR. I have one more. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Humpstone, how do you distinguish between the 

applications of " ·hite and Negro citizens? 
Mr. Hm1rSTONE. Mississippi law does not provide for identification 

of the race of an applicant upon the application form or in the regis
tration book. We, therefore, consulted with the postmasters of the 
various post offices serving Issaquena County and with residents and 
asked them to the best of their ability to identify the race of the in
dividuals whose names appeared on the application forms. 

I no longer have my detailed study, but that shows the number of 
positive identifications we were able to make. ,v e were informed by 
consulting Justice Department files that all applicants prior to July 3, 
1964, were whites. I believe we identified 80 percent of the signatures 
in that period. ·we found no Negroes among them-all whites. 

For the subsequent signatures, we had about an equal pattern of 
identification. 

As I say, I don't remember the exact figure. It is my recollection 
that about 80 percent of the signatures were identified, and we only 
referred to the applications, in making our analysis, on which we had 
obtained positive racial identification. 

Mr. TAYLOR. One further question: One of the witnesses here this 
morning testified that the registrar refused to tell her whether or not 
to sign on the minister's oath because she could not provide assistance. 
Do you know what the Mississippi law is in this regard? 

Mr. HmfPSTONE. There is a Mississippi statute which prohibits the 
regi strar from assisting the applicant in any way. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. 
Chairman lLrnN.\H. You are excused, Mr. Humpstone. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman H.\XNAH. Ur. Taylor, will you calJ the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, the next group of witnesses are resi

dents of Humphreys County. And I would like to introduce this by 
asking Mr. Bellman if he will give the Commission a little background 
information on the county. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Bellman, will you proceed? 
Mr. BELLMAN. Thank you. 
Humphreys County is in the west central part of the State. The 

total population of the county in 1963 was estimated at 19,000 of whom 
two-thirds were nonwhite. 

About 68 percent of the 3,344 voting age whites are registered to 
vote, while zero percent of the 5,561 voting age Negroes are registered. 
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Humphreys County is largely a rural county with about two-thirds 
of the Negroes and about a fourth of the whites employed in agri
culture. 

In 1959 the median income for white families was $4,092, and for 
Negro families $1,072. 

The median level of education for whites is 10th grade, and for 
Negroes, 5th grade. In the 1960-61 school year, the Humphreys 
County school district spent over $200 for each white child and less 
than $90 for each Negro child. 

The history of voting registration efforts in Humphreys County in 
the 1950's is important to an understanding of the situation today. 
In 1955, after a Federal Court order directing the sheriff of the county 
to permit Negroes to pay poll taxes, 400 Negroes were allowed to pay 
the tax and 94 registered to vote. 

On May 7, 1955, Rev. George vV. Lee, the first Negro in the county 
to register and the leader of the registration effort, was killed by a 
shotgun blast. Six months later a shotgun blast severely wounded 
Rev. Gus Courts, who, with Reverend Lee, had led the registration 
P,ffort. Reverend Courts left the county. 

From that time to August 1964, no Negroes voted or attempted to 
register in Humphreys County, and the number of Negroes registered 
has actually declined. 

Chairman H ANNAH. Thank you, Mr. Bellman. 
Mr. Taylor? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, I would like to call as witnesses Mrs. 

Mary Oliver Welsh and Mrs. Daisy Griffin. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Welsh and Mrs. Griffin. 
Ladies, will you each raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, Mrs. Mary Oliver Welsh and Mrs. Daisy Griffin were 

duly sworn by the Chairman and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you proceed with the ques

tioning? 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. MARY OLIVER WELSH AND MRS. DAISY 
GRIFFIN, HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Welsh, would you please give your full name 
and address for the record? 

Mrs. WELSH. Mary Oliver Welsh, 17 Ruby Street, in Belzoni. 
Mr. T AYLOR. Are you employed? 
Mrs. WELSH. No. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How do you support yourself? 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, I gets $47 a month old-age assistance. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Do you receive Government commodities in addition 
to that? 

Mrs. "'\VELSH. I do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you attempted, Mrs. vVelsh, to register to vote. 
Mrs. WELSH. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you go down to register with someone, or all by 

yourself? 
Mrs. WELSH. I and her went together. 
Mr. TAYLOR. You went with Mrs. Griffin? 
Mrs. WELSH. That's right. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us what Lhe registrar said to you when you 

went down to register, and .tliat you said to him? 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, when I went to register, the registrar asked me 

what did I come down there for. I told him "To register." 
He said, "Register? For what?" 
I told him, "To vote." 
He said, "Vote? For what?" 
And I told him I didn't know what I was coming to vote for. 
He hollered at me and scared me so, I told him I didn't know what 

I came to vote for. I was just going to vote. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did he say anything to you about your commodities? 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, he told me I was going to get in trouble, and he 

wasn't going to give me no commodities. That's what he said. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Were there any other persons in the room when you 

filled out the form? 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, Mr. Shelton, he was there, but he was at the 

front. And it was a lady in there; I suppose it was his wife. And it 
was a law, young law was in there where I was, and he said one day 
we's going to wake up. I don't know who he was, but that's what he 
said. 

Mr. TAYLOR. He was a policeman? 
Mrs. WELSH. I know he was, 1because he had a gun on him. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And he said that to you 1 
Mrs. WELSH. Yes. He said to me one day we's going to wake up. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What happened to you-or did anything happen to 

you as you left the registrar's office? 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, as we came down out of the registrar, and went 

on down in the hall, there was some more polices there and Mr. Jack 
Purvis, and he took our picture, Mr. Purvis did. And as we go on out, 
one of the laws followed us to where we got out, but he didn't say 
nothing to me and her, but he followed us. 

Mr. TAYLOR. In your car? 
Mrs. WELSH. That's right. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. You left in your car~ 
Mrs. WELSH. That's right. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why do you want to vote, Mrs. Welsh i 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, I want to vote for :freedom. That's all I know. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Griffin, would you give us your full name and 

address for the record i 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. Daisy Griffin, Belzoni, Miss. And I lives on 39 Sil

verson Street. But I does not get my mail there. I gets my mail 
General Delivery. Post Office. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you go with Mrs. Welsh to register~ 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. Yes, sir, we went down there. I went down there 

with her. And the way we first started off to wanting to vote, we 
went down to the Freedom Riders House where they're located at, 
because we wanted to vote. And when us got up there-they taken us 
up there-and when us got up there, our-what's that man's namei 

Mrs. WELSH. Mr. Hood. 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. Mr. Hood. Mr. Hood asked us what we come there 

for-asked her; she was standing first. She stood there and she said, 
"I don't know." 

And I said "He's speaking too fast." 
She said, "I know." 
And he said, "I ain't talking to you; I talking to her." 
So she went on and talked. He questioned her. He didn't say 

nothing to me, but handed me a piece of paper, you know, and he told 
me that-fill it put. So I taken it on back behind the counter, she 
and I. And I filled mine out the best I could. And she got up to 
start to come towards me. He told her to come back. I reckon there 
was something on her paper she wanted to ask me, you know, and he 
told her "You go back and fill out y.our paper by yourself." 

Well, I filled it out the best I could and I went up and handed it 
to him, and he told me, he said, "I'm not going to give you any 
commodity." 

And I went over to her and said "I thought that was what I was 
voting, to get the commpdity." I knew better than that. But I just 
had to say something, you know. Couldn't talk like we wanted to, 
you know. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Welsh, what did you think the registrar meant 
by his statement about the commodities i 

Mrs. WELSH. Well, I know he had been given it, but I didn't know 
what he meant by saying that he wasn't going to give us none. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Dp you think he was trying to scare you i 
Mrs.WELSH. Well,hecouldhavebeen. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. 
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Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh? 
Commissioner I-lESnURGH. Mrs. "\iVelsh, what do you get in the way 

of commodities? 
Mrs. ·WELSH. I get flour. One package of meal, 1 of rice, 1 pound 

of lard, and 2 cans of meat. I gets one r,ound of everything. 
Commissioner l-IEsnuRGH. Is that every month? 
Mrs. "\VELSU. That's right. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Do you find that important to live on? 

I mean, do you need that to keep on living? 
Mrs. WELsu. That's right. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Have you ever thought about voting 

before in your life? I mean up to this point? 
Mrs. "\V°ELSII. No, I hadn't never been to vote before. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. "\iVas there some reason why you didn't? 

I mean, did it just never occur to you? 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, I always heard them talking about voting, but 

I " ·as scared to go see. That's why I didn't go, because I ·was scared. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. "\Vhat were you afraid of? 
Mrs. "\VF.LSI-I. I didn't know what they ,-..-ere going to do. 
Commissioner HESBURGII. How about you, Mrs. Griffin? 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. I have always been interested, you lrnow, a.bout vot

ing. I always did want to vote. But when I went to Chicago, my 
brother-I have a. brother and sister in Chicago. They wanted me to 
come there and live, you know, with them. And they said I could vote 
up there. But I just don't like up there, and I didn't figure that we 
could vote down here. 

And I was glad to go there and talk with those men, you lrnow, 
"freedom riders," and I asked them, I said "Reckon they're going to 
take our commodities ?" And they said "No, they ain't going to take 
your commodities, and they're not going to take your welfare." And 
they say, "If they do take your "·el fare, we're going to see about it, be
cause the welfare come from the Government." 

Commissioner HESBURGH. Thank you, Mrs. Griffin. 
Chairman I-lANN.\Jr. Mrs. Freeman? 
Commisioner FnEEllIAN. Mrs. Welsh, how long have you lived in 

Belzoni? 
Mrs. "\VELSH. Thirty-one years. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. And you, Mrs. Griffin? 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. I stayed there-been there 59 years, in Belzoni. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. "\V-ho is it that distributes the surplus com-

modities? 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. Oh, I go to the-we live up the street from there. 

But I don't know the men. I don't know who they are. 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you have to fill out any form or any
thing of the kind? 

Mrs. GRIFFIN. ~ ell, they gives us a card from the courthouse. You 
know, a card with us name on it, and how many on your card. See, it 
doesn't be but me, one, on the card. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. This is true of you too, Mrs. Welsh 1 
Mrs. GRIFFIN ( for Mrs. Welsh). Yes. 
Mrs. WELSH. 'What did she say? 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. Welsh, how long have you been re-

ceiving the commodities? 
Mrs. WELSH. I th.ink ever since '20-it will be 39, I think. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold ? 
Commissioner GruswoLD. Mrs. vVelsh, were you successful in your 

efforts to register to vote? 
Mrs. WELSH. Well, I didn't go back there. I didn't go back. After 

I went there and he scared me so bad, I didn't go back to see was I 
passed or no. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Well, are you now registered to vote i 
Mrs. WELSH. I was. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you pass the test? 
Mrs. '\i\T:E:LSH. No. I told him I didn't go back, after he scared me. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mrs. Griffin, were you successful in your 

effort to register to vote? 
Mrs. GRIFFITH. I couldn't tell, because Mr. Hood told us, he said 

that sometime in January that we had to come back. And I didn't go 
back up there. '\Vhy that I didn't go back up there? Because I said 
I was going to come to Jackson because there wasn't but me, one, you 
see, and I didn't want no harm, you know, done to me, you know. And 
another thing why I wanted to vote: I wanted to vote for President 
Johnson. Because I said, if they didn't let me, "pray," I said-and I 
seen him talking, you know, on television and you know, he's for the 
poor, and that's why we had the meeting in Belzoni, you know, a secret 
meeting and prayed for him. 

Even I seed it on the television where he had a hangnail on his 
finger, they said going to the hospital, I prayed for that. And I said 
"Well, Lord, if I can ju t do like the woman, you know, just touch 
the hem of his garment, I believe he'll be for me." That's what I like. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mrs. Welsh, have you had any difficulty 
with respect to commodities since you tried to regi ter? 

Mrs. WELSH. No, I haven't had none. Of course, after he told me 
he wasn't going to give me no commodities, but he gi, e it on anyway. 
I've been getting it ever since. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson? 
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Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Mrs. Welsh, was it Mr. Hood who told 
you he might cut off your commodities? 

Mrs. WELSH. He was the one said that he wasn't going to give me 
none; Mr. Hood. 

Vice Chairman PA'l'TERSON. Mrs. Griffin, did Mr. Hood say that to 
you? 

Mrs. GRIFFIN. Yes, he said that to me. But I don't believe what he 
said as far as that was concerned. That's why I went on and filled 
my paper out and handed it to him. And he looked at me and said 
"1Vell, I ain't going to give you no commodity." And I looked at her 
and winked my eye and I said "I thought that was what we were 
voting for." 

I knew better, you see, because I was going there to help President 
Johnson out. 

Vice Chairman P ATTERSON. Mrs. Griffin, how do you feel about 
most of the white folks that you know in Belzoni? Do you like them? 

Mrs. GRIFFIN. How do I feel about them? Well, I tell you, I feel 
all right about them. All of them likes me-I'm sure that they cares 
for me. I can go to any of them and ask for favor and I get it, from 
the policemens on down. All of them there in Belzoni there call me 
"Little Bit." And they speaks to me and treat me nice. 

Vice Chairman PATIERSON. Do you like them? 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. Sure I likes them. I loves them. I wouldn't be a 

Christian if I didn't. 
You see, I know that I'm a child of God. I's praying for, you know, 

President Johnson, a.nd I knowed-I just felt like he was going to get 
it, you see, and I was glad to pray for him. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, do you have any further questions? 
Mr. TAYLOR. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, ladies. We appreciate 

your coming. You are excused. 
Mrs. GRIFFIN. Yes, sir. Thank you. 
(Witnesses excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Now it is 8 minutes after 12. I think it is a 

good point to recess, and we will recess for an hour and 20 minutes, 
until 1 :40. 

(\Vhereupon, at 12 :08 p.m., the hearing was recessed until 1 :40 
p.m., the same day.) 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION, FEBRUARY 16, 1965 

Chairman HANNAH. The hearing will come to order. 
Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
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Before I do that, I would like to have marked as an exhibit and 
entered into the record an application form from Issaquena County 
listing the questions given on the registration test. This is the form 
0£ Mrs. Unita Zelma Blackwell, and will be Exhibit No. 2. 

Chairman HANNAH. It is received. 
( Commission's Exhibit No. 2 was marked for identification and 

received in evidence.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witnesses, Mr. Chairman, is Mr. T. V. 

Johnson. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Johnson, would you come forward. 
Mr. Johnson, will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, T. V. Johnson was duly sworn by the Chairman and 

testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF MR. T. V. JOHNSON, RUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Johnson, will you give us your £u1l name, your 
address, and your occupation i 

Mr. JoHNSON. T. V. Johnson, 263 Hadden Street, Belzoni. 
Undertaker. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you own real property, sid 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes. 
Mr. TAY.LOR. Are you registered to vote in Humphreys County i 
Mr. JOHNSON. I am supposed to be registered. I don't know. I 

was informed that the law 0£ Mississippi, i£ you don't vote in 3 years, 
then you are automatically cut out. I don't know. 

Mr. TAYLOR. When were you registered to vote i 
Mr. JOHNSON. 1954:. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have any idea of how many Negroes are regis

tered to vote in Humphreys County i 
Mr. JOHNSON. Well, I was informed at that time that it is pretty 

close to a hundred. 
Mr. TAYLOR. That was back in 1954: i 
Mr. JOHNSON. 1954:. 
Mr. TAY.LOR. Do you have any idea about how many might be reg

istered today i 
Mr. JoHNSON. Probably five or six. 
Mr. T.aY.LOR. Have you ever been active in voter registration work 

in Humphreys County i 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us·a little about it i 
Mr. JOHNSON. In 1955 we organized what is known as the civic 

league :for the purpose 0£ paying poll tax, registering, and vote. And 
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after " ·e did that, why \rn tried to register-I mean tried to pay poll 
tax, and we couldn't. 

So for some cause, the FBI or something came around and we were 
summoned to Oxford, Miss., to testify. And when we came back, why 
the books flew open. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yon mean at that point you were allowed to pay the 
poll tax? 

Mr. JouNso::-r. vVere allO\rnd to pay the poll tax, and the same day 
,ye "·ere allowed to register. 

i\1r. TAYLOH. And did that registration activity stop at some point? 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes. 
Mr. T .,_\YLOR. Can you tell us ,,hen that was? 
Mr. JoH:N'SON. After the death of Reverend Lee. 
l\Ir. TAYLOR. ,vhen was that? 
Mr. JoHNSON. 1!)55. 
Mr. T AYLOR. Have you enr voted, sir? 
:i\Ir. J OHxsox. No; never. 
Mr. TAYLOR. iVhy ham you not voted? 
Mr. J OHXSON. I wasn't allowed to. 
Mr. TAYLOR. iYhen you say yon ,Yeren:t allm,ed to, who denied the 

right--
Hr. ,Jonxsox. In 1!)55 we ,wnt. do,Yn, about 27 of us ,Yen t down to 

,·ote. Three of them ,Yent in , and the fourth one ,rnnt in, came out, 
and said therc:s no need. So ,rn all turned around and went back 
home. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Since the murder of Reverend Lee, have any Negroes 
attempted to register in Hwnphreys County that you know of? 

:i\Ir. J011x ON. Not un til-I don't know of any until a few days 
ago-a few months ago, rather: Since fall. I "·as informed some 
tried last fall. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know whether any Negroes in Humphreys 
County have taken their names off the rolls? 

"i\Ir. ,JoJIKSON. Yes. 
l\Ir. TAYLOR. Can you tell us why that was ? 
i\fr. JOHNSON. vVell, a lot of them, they said they couldn't get along; 

they couldn't gin the cotton, sell things-intimidation. 
.Jfr. TAYLOR. iVhy are Negroes not coming forward to register in 

greater numbers today? 
Mr. ,JoHNSON. Well, to be pl.tin with you; they're really afraid to. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And what arc they afraid of? 
Mr. JOHNSON. They're afraid they 'll lose their jobs, afraid of not 

getting money, an<l whatnot. Everything. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Johnson. 

,770-805-65-.-5 
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Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman? 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Johnson, you have stated that in 1955 

you registered. That was 10 years ago. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Fifty-four. 
Commissioner FREEM rn. In 1D54. Which means that would be 11 

years ago. vVill you tell us in a little more detail why, and what it 
was, over a period of 11 years that prevented you from trying to 
register? What happened? 

Mr. JoIINSON. ·what happened, it wasn't any use. No one-no pro
tection or anything. And I just didn't stick my neck out to do so 
until the time comes, maybe, in the future. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you want to register? 
Mr. JoIINSON. Yes; I want to register, vote; everything else. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. What do you think should happen that 

would make it possible for you to vote? 
Mr. JoIINSON. ·well, to be plain with you, I think the Federal 

Government should come on down here and see to the people's voting, 
registering, and doing everything else that. it's supposed to do. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. During the last 11 years you have had how 
many elections in your county? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, they have them every-I wasn't interested so 
much in it because I couldn't vote. They have them every year, I 
guess, city, county, State. Since I couldn't vote, why, I wasn't 
interested. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Are you going to try? 
Mr. JOHNSON. No. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Why aren't you going to try? 
Mr. JoIINSON. Until the time comes I see fit that I won't be intimi

dated or anything. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. vVell, will you explain to us some of the 

things that should happen so that you would try? 
Mr. JoIINSON. ·wen, when the rest of them go down in my county, 

we all go down. vVhen the books would be open to register people, 
tax and whatnot, without fear. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Who are you afraid of? 
Mr. JOHNSON. Everybody; officers-everybody. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold? 
Commissioner GruswoLD. Couldn't you be a little more specific as to 

what you are afraid of? You keep saying "everything and every
body." But could you be a little more specific of who or what you 
are afraid of ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Afraid of being intimidated by the officers and by 
people. 
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Commissioner GRISWOLD. By the officers, what officers? 
Mr. JoHNSON. The law enforcement officers, peoples, whatnot. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. The sheriff's office? 
Mr. J01-1NSON. Yes. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Or the city officers? 
Mr. JOHNSON. All of them. All of them. I was arrested once for 

nothing. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. And by whom else might you be intimi

dated? You mentioned the officers. It doesn't he1p the Commission 
to say "everybody." Because the Commission can't find what is the 
nature of the intimidation that you are concerned about. 

Can you be more specific as to the intimidation or the types of things 
you fear might happen to you if you were to vote or to register to 
vote? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, afraid of bodily injury, afraid of business, bor
rowing money and everything else. You can get intimidated by if 
you need a piece of money--

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Borrowing money from where? 
Mr. JOHNSON. From the banks, or loan companies. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. How many banks are there? 
Mr. JOHNSON. We have two banks. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you regularly borrow money from 

those banks as part of your business activity? 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes; I have borrowed money. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have you had any difficulty in borrowing 

money from the ba.nks? 
Mr. JOHNSON. No; I haven't. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have you had any threats or intimations 

that you might have difficulty if you sought to vote~ 
Mr. JOHNSON. , Vell, knowing this from others that couldn't get the 

money; couldn't do different things. And I didn't want to stick my 
neck out individually. If others are going to be intimidated, I'm 
sure I would too. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you have any trouble getting supplies 
or things other than money? 

Mr. JOHNSON. No. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have you fear that you might have such 

difficulty? 
Mr. JOHNSON. ·wen, to be frank with you, I'm not-I don't have 

any fear, personal. But I know these things will happen. They have 
happened and will happen. They have happened to me. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. What has happened to you ? 
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Mr. JonNSON. By lending money, borrowing money, being intim
idated and whatnot. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. You mean someone has refused to lend 
money to you i 

Mr. JOHNSON. Not to me. Because I only deal with the bank. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. I thought you said these things had 

happened to you .i 
Mr. JOHNSON. They had happened to others. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. But have they happened to you i 
Mr. JoHNSON. No, they haven't. I didn't leave myself lia:ble. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin i 
Commissioner RANKIN. Is the fear you have shared by many others 

in yowr county i 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. By practically all, would you sayi 
Mr. JOHNSON. Practically all. 
Commissioner RANKIN. There is one other question I would like to 

ask., In 1!954, !When you registered, did they ask you to interpret any 
section of the constitution then; do you remember i 

Mr. JoHNSON. No, they didn't ask anything. Just sign your name. 
Commissioner RANKIN. You had no test to take in 1954 i 
Mr. JOHNSON. No test. Just sign your name. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. At the time the Reverend Lee was killed 

and the Reverend Courts was wounded, was any word passed to your 
Negro community in Humphreys County as to why they might have 
been killea and wounded i 

Mr. JOHNSON. No. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Did you draw an assumption that it was 

because of this vote registration activity i 
Mr.JOHNSON. Well,Iwouldn'tknow. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. No further questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions, Mr. Taylor i 
Mr. TAYLOR. No,sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. You are excused, Mr. Johnson. Thank you 

very much. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Call the next witness, Mr. Taylor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mrs. Mary Thomas. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Thomas, come forward, please. 
Mrs. Thomas, will you raise your righthand. 
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('Whereupon, Mrs. Mary Thomas was duly sworn by the Chairman 
and testi f-iecl as follo\\-s:) 

Chairman H .\NNAII. Have a chair, Mrs. Thomas. 
l\Ir. Taylor, proceed with the questioning. 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. MARY THOMAS, HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS. 

l\Ir. TAYLOR. l\Irs. Thomas, ,rnulcl you give your full name, your 
address, and your occupation? 

Mrs. TnollfAS. My name is Mary Thomas. I live at Belzoni, Miss., 
279A, Hadden Street. 

)fr. TAYLOR. ·what is your occupation? 
Mrs. Tno11rAs. Merchant in a grocery store. 
Mr. T An,oR. How much education have you had? 
Mrs. TnmrAs. I fini shed high school. 
Mr. TAYLOR. H ave you had any contact or dealings with civil rights 

workers recently ? 
l\Irs. Tno)L\S. Yes,Ihave. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you ernr a,ttempted to register to vote? 
.Mrs. Tuo:r.IAs. Yes, I have. 
)fr. TAYLOR. 1Vhen was that? 
Mr. T11o)IAS. I went clown to register to vote about the first of Sep-

tember in 196±. 
l\fr. T .\ YT.OR. Did you go alone at that t ime? 
Mrs. T110111As. :Xo. I went with two ladies an<l two COFO workers. 
l\fr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us what happened, Mrs. Thomas, when 

you got to the regi strar's office? 
Mrs. T110:\l,\S. 1Vell , when ,rn got to the r egistrar's office, we walked 

in and one of the COFO workers stepped in behind, and the chancery 
clerk looked up and saw he was in the room and he demanded that he 
leave the room, and so he d id. 

And then he asked us ,Yhat did we want, and I stepped to the desk 
and told him thn,t I came clown to register to vote. And he asked 
me my name, my address, how old I \Yas, and how long had I lived 
in l\I ississippi . And I told him. 

Mr. TAYLOR. And then what happened? 
Mrs. 1'110111.,s. T hen he said why dill we come clown; w·hy did we let 

those boys bring us clown. 1Ve didn't say anything. He said, "" Tell , 
why d idn't you come alone?" 1Ve sti ll didn't say anything. 

So then he opened the desk and got the blank and a card ,,ith the 
GGth amendment of Mississippi, and he told me to come on around the 
desk and go in them and have a scat. 

And then when he had fini shed with the other lady, she got in, he 
said, "1Vell, haYen't we all been good to you all ?" He said, "vVe've 



64 

always given you commodity, and any time you say you wanted money 
or needed money, we would give it to you." So we didn't say any
thing. 

Then I decided I would read my blank and start filling in my ques
tions. And he sat at the end of the table and steadily picked on the 
table until we were finished. 

Mr. TAYLOR. vVhat happened after you finished? 
Mrs. THOl\IAS. Well, after we finished we passed our blanks in and 

he told us that he would have to run our name in the Banner for 2 
weeks and then he would let us know if we passed. 

And just as we were leaving his office, someone snapped our picture. 
I don't know just who it was, because it was a number of people stand
ing in the hall. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Were these people who were standing in the hall wear
ing uniforms? 

Mrs. THOMAS. vVell, some of them; and some were in plain clothes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did anything happen to you, Mrs. Thomas, when you 

got home? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes. I guess about 15 minutes after I arrived home 

from the courthouse, the deputy sheriff came in and told me he had a 
warrant for my arrest. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did he say what he was arresting you for? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes. He said he had a warrant for my arrest for 

selling beer without a license. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you have a license to sell beer? 
Mrs. TrroMAS. Yes. I had the city license, the State permit, and the 

Federal stamp. And I live within the city limit, and I had been oper
ating for about 8 years or longer, and I had never bought a county 
license. So I didn't know about county license, so that's what I was 
fined for: County license. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did the sheriff know that you had been involved with 
civil rights workers before your arrest? 

Mrs. THOMAS. Yes, I would say he did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How did he know that? 
Mrs. TuoMAS. Well, he came down one night the youngsters were 

out front. There had been some disturbance outdoors. I don't know 
what it was because I was inside working. And so somehow or another 
they got confused and they got right out on the ground there and was 
singing some freedom songs. And so the police kept passing and they 
didn't change, they just kept singing. And then later on the sheriff 
came in and two police. The sheriff came fi r t and then a police with 
the dog, and another one came in alone. 
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The sheriff asked me did I sell beer; I told him yes, sir. He said 
'"Well, I could have you put in jail or I could make you pay $250." 

And I said, "For what?" 
And he said for selling-he said "Just for selling beer." 
And I asked him, well, what kind of license, really, that I didn't 

have. Well, he never did tell me what kind. He just said without a 
license. 

Mr. TAYLOR. vVhat happened to you after you were arrested? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Well, after I was arrested, the deputy carried me on 

down and he opened the cell door and I stepped in, and he turned the 
key on the door. H e told me "Your bond is $1,000 if you want to get 
out." 

Mr. T AYLOR. Did someone raise your bond for you ? 
l\1rs. THOMAS. vVell, yes. The next day I got out about 2 :00-

something after 2 :00. . 
Mr. TAYLOR. And what happened after you were released from jail? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Well, after I was released from jail, they held court 

that following Monday, and I was fined $365.71 and suspended from 
felling beer for 1 year. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Have you since gotten your license to sell beer? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes. I got my license Friday. 
Mr. TAYLOR. This past Friday? 
Mrs. THOMAS. This past Friday, in February. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh? 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Did you ever get word whether or not 

you were registered, Mrs. Thomas? 
Mrs. TuoMAs. Well, no, I didn't. Everyone else went down and 

they didn't pass. So I didn't want to be intimidated any more, so I 
just assumed I didn't pass, because I didn't want to be seen any more 
to have anything else to happen. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. You didn't have any official word from 
them, from the registrar, as to whether you passed or failed? 

Mrs. THOMAS. No. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Just no word whatever? 
Mrs. THOMAS. No word whatsoever. 
Commissioner I-IEsBURGH. Do you intend to go back and try to reg

ister again? 
Mrs. THOMAS. I will, probably, later on. 
Commissioner I-IEsBURGH. Did you have anybody defend you when 

you went in for this so-called trial? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes. It was a COFO lawyer. I don't remember his 

name. 
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Commissioner !IEsBURGH. And you said you were fined $3'75, was it i 
Mrs. THOMAS. $365.'71. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. No one had said anything about this 

county beer license before i 
Mrs. THOMAS. Well, no. I had received a card stating that I was 

late for some license, but I didn't understand it. It didn't rqay for what 
license. .And in August, my permit and my Federal stamp all was due 
around that time, and I had sent them off, but they hadn't got back. 
And so I just thought maybe that was it. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. How much does a county beer license 
costi 

Mrs. THOMAS. $15. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. One last question: Why do you want to 

vote, Mrs.Thomas i 
Mrs. THOMAS. Well, I want to vote to be a citizen. I am a taxpayer. 

.And I want to be a citizen. I just don't :feel right paying taxes, can't 
get any representatives. I have no voice. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. You have paid taxes all the time you have 
been making money i 

Mrs. THOMAS. Yes, sir; each month. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Are you a widow, Mrs. Thomas i 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. .And you support yourself i 
Mrs. THOMAS, Yes, sir. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Did you find it difficult paying this $3'75 

finei 
Mrs. THOMAS. I could not have paid it myself. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. You had to get help to pay it i 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Thank you, Mrs. Thomas. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. Thomas, how long have you lived 

in Mississippi i 
Mrs. THOMAS. All o:f my lifetime. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You have been in business for 8 years i 
Mrs. THoMAs. Or longer. Since my husband's death. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Have you ever had occasion before the 

summer o:f 1964 for the sheriff or the deputy sheriff to enter your 
place o:f business i 

Mrs. THoMAs. Well, no. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Had they, at any time in this period, asked 

you about a county license i 
Mrs. THoMAS. No, they had not. 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. That's all. 
Chairman H ANNAH. Dean Griswold. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mrs. Thomas, do you know whether other 

places which sell beer in Belzoni or Humphreys County have a county 
license? 

Mrs. THOMAS. ·well, they do now. But during the same time that 
I didn't have any, they didn't have any. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. As I understand it, your store is in the 
city of Belzoni? 

Mrs. Tno11rAs. Yes. 
Commissioner GmswoLD. What was the sheriff doing there? I 

understand his jurisdiction extends from the county outside of the 
city; is that right? 

Mrs. TuoMAS. That's the way I think. I don't know. 
Commissioner GmswoLD. vVhy was the sheriff at your store? 
Mrs. THmIAs. I don't know. But the sheriff's deputy was there. 
Commissioner RANKIN. ·wben you attempted to register, were you 

asked to interpret any section of the Mississippi constitution, do you 
remember? 

Mrs. THOllL\S. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner R\xKIN. You don't remember which one it was? 
Mrs. THOMAS. The 66th. 
Commissioner RAxKrn. The 66th. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson? 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Mrs. Thomas, you say you have lived in 

Mississippi all your life. But you didn't try to register to vote until 
1964; is that right? 

Mrs. TH011IAs. That's right. 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. ·what moved you to try to register to 

vote in 1964? 
Mrs. TnollIAS. Well, I had begun to understand business a little more 

and I was in business alone and I was straining paying my taxes. And 
then I wasn't a citizen. I didn't have no voice. So that made me 
want to go register. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Did anyone encourage you to go and 
register? 

Mrs. THOMAS. Well, yes. The COFO workers asked me if I would 
go down. So I agreed that I would go. 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. vVe have heard from a preceding wit
ness that many Negro citizens of Humphreys County are afraid to 
register. "\Veren't you afraid? 

Mrs. THOMAS. "\Vell, I should have been, but I guess I had just 
reached a stage that it didn't matter. 
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I was afraid in a way. In a way I wasn't. Because I wanted so 
much to be able to register and vote. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you now have a county beer license? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes, I do. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. How did you happen to get it last 

Friday after being told it would be a year? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Well, I was told that the sheriff told one of the ad

joining merchants, adjoining me-he's across in front of me-to go tell 
my brother to go down to the courthouse and he could get my license. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Thomas, do you have children? 
Mrs. THOMAS. I have six. 
Chairman HANNAH. How old are the children? 
Mrs. THOMAS. They range from 13 to 4. 
Chairman HANNAH. They are all going to school? 
Mrs. THOMAS. All but one. 
Chairman HANNAH. How much schooling do you hope they will 

have? 
Mrs. TH011rAs. As much as they will accept, I hope. 
Chairman HANNAH. You would like to have them all go through 

high school--
Mrs. THOMAS. Yes, sir, I would-
CHAIRMAN HANNAH. And beyond? 
Mrs. THOMAS. And college. 
Chairman HANNAH. Did you go to high school m Humphreys 

County? 
Mrs. THOMAS. I did. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions? 
Commissioner HESBURGH. May I ask one more? 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh. 
Commissioner HEsnuRGH. Mrs. Thomas, who took care of your chil

dren when you were put in jail all night? 
Mrs. THOMAS. Yvell, I just left them there. I tried to train them. 

My mother was there. She lives with me. But she was sick and I left 
them there. So a girl that helped me sometimes, she, knowing that 
I was gone, she came in. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Did you have time to make any arrange
ments before being taken off to jail? 

Mrs. TuoMAS. No. I didn't. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Did the sheriff know you have a family at 

home? 
Mrs. TuoMAS. Yes. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Thanks. 
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Chairman HANNAH. One more question: You think that the reason 
that you were arrested was because you had tried to register to vote? 

Mrs. THOllfAS. I do. 
Chairman HANNAH. And you were arrested within 15 minutes after 

you returned from the courthouse? 
Mrs. THOMAS. That's right. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions? 
Thank you very much, Mrs. Thomas. You are excused. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness? 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mrs. Alene Hunter. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Hunter, will you raise your right hand? 
("Wl1ereupon, Mrs. Alene Hunter was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified as follows :) 
Chairman H ANNAH. Have a chair. 
Proceed, Mr. Taylor. 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. ALENE HUNTER, HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Hunter, would you give us your full name and 
address, please? 

Mrs. HUNTER. My name is Alene Hunter. My address is 174 
Chess Street. 

Mr. TAYLOR. In Belzoni? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Belzoni. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you ever attempted to register to vote, Mrs. 

Hunter? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us when that was? 
Mrs. HUNTER. January 4. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Of this yead 
Mrs. HUNTER. 1965. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What did the registrar say to you when you went to 

register? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Well, when I went down to register, I went inside 

of the courthouse. When I walks in, I had a paper. He asks me 
what was that I had in my hand; I told him, a paper. 

So he said, "I don't want it; carry it back." 
I turned and I carried it back to a friend. 
I walks back in. He asks me my name and my address and he 

asks me what did I want and I told him I wanted to register to vote. 
He asked me what did I want to vote for. 
I told him anything they was voting for. 
He said they may be voting for a commodity. 
And I said I want to vote for that, too. 
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Then he said well, come on around here. 
I walks, on around in.to the other office. He gave me a strip, and 

I sit in this chair-a strip and a card, and I sit in a chair. .And I 
filled it out the best way I could. 

Then he asked me, he said, "Is they paying you for coming down 
here1" Isays"No." 

He says, "You mean to say you came down here and they ain't 
paying you~" 

I said, "They ain't paying me." 
.And he says, "Well, they're supposed to pay you." 
.And I said, "Well, they're not paying me." 
So I filled the paper out the best I could and then I got up, went out. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Was your name published in the newspaper after you 

registered, to vote i 
Mrs. HUNTER. It was. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When was thaU 
Mrs. HUNTER. It was on the 7th of January 1965. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did something happen on the day after that i 
Mrs. HUNTER. On the 8th of January 1965. 
On January the 8th I was at home making bed; the deputy sheriff 

came to my house and he asked me was I Alene Hunter; I told him 
yes. He said, "Well, Alene, I came after you." 

I said, "Wb.at :fori" 
He said, "Well, I didn't exactly came after you," he said, "but I 

have a warrant to pick you up :for $5.15." He said, "You owe it." 
I said, "Yes." I said, "I owe $5.15 to the store." 

He sajd, "Do you have it i" 
I said I had the $5. But he said, "It's more now; it's $12.15." 
I said, "Well, I don't have the 12." 
"Well," he said, "you have to go with me." He said, "Do you have 

children i" I said, "Yes." 
He said, "Do you have anybody to keep them i" I said, "No." 
He said, "Well, you have to get somebody to keep them, because 

you've got to go with me." 
I said, "Well, okay, let's go." 
So I goes out and I tell Pearl Cutter to keep them for me. So I 

went to the car. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Wheredidhetakeyou1 
Mrs. HUNTER. To the jail. And when I got inside the jail he sit at 

a desk, so .he wrote something down on the book and he said, "Alene," 
he said, ''When I turn this key on you it will be $14.50. Do you know 
it~" 

I said, "I'm goingby what you say." 
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So he put me in jail. 
Mr. TAYLOR. vV11cn ,vere you released from jail? 
Mrs. HUNTER. About 15 minutes after I was in there he came back 

in there, sit back at the same desk and wrote something out, and he 
left out again. 

About 15 more minutes, he came back, he say, "You ready to go 
home?" I said, "I was ready before I came down here." 

So I said, "But my fine is not paid." He said, "Yes, it is paid." 
And I said, "Who paid it?" 
He said, "That's all right; it's paid." 
So that was it. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And then you were released? 
Mrs. HUNTER. I was released. 
Mr. TAYLOR. You did owe a debt of $5.15 to the store? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. ·why do you think you were arrested, Mrs. Hunter? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Because I registered. 
Mr. TAYLOR. No further questions. Thank you. 
Chairman IL\~NAII. Father Hesburgh. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Are you registered now, Mrs. Hunter? 
Urs. HUNTER. Yes. 
Commissioner }lEsnunau. Have you voted? 
:i\Irs. HUNTER. No. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Do you intend to vote? 
Mrs. HUNTER. ""\Yell, if I can. I don't know whether I can or not. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Did they tell you you were registered? 

I mean you went down and made out a paper, but have they written 
you--

Mrs. H UNTER. No, I haven't been back. 
Commissioner l-IEsnunau. ""\Yell, if you haven't heard, you are not 

regi tered, I don't think. I think our lawyers checked the record and 
they don't find you registered. 

Mrs. HUNTER. No. 
Commissioner HEsnunarr. Are you going to try to register again? 
l\frs. HUNTER. vYell, I may. I'm going to try to. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. ·why might you not? 
Mrs. HUNTER. ·well, I intend togo back and try. 
Commissioner HESBURGJI. ""\iVhy do you ,nmt to vote, Mrs. Hunter? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Well, all I can say is, just for my rights. 
Commissioner I-fosnuRGH. Well, you've got a right, all right. 
Thank you, Mrs. Hunter. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman. 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. Hunter, are you afraid that if you 
went back, something else would happen to you when you tried to 
register? 

Mrs. HUNTER. Well, in a way I am. In a way I'm not, though. 
justdon'tknow. Itmayhappen. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. But you are going back? 
Mrs. HUNTER. I'm going to try, yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold? 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. As I recall, you said you were photo

graphed as you left the registrar's office; is that correct? 
Mrs. HUNTER. No, sir. 
Commissioner Gmswom. Did anyone attempt to photograph you 

when you were in or near the registrar's office? 
Mrs. HuNTER. No. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dr. Rankin? 
Commissioner RANKIN. This grocer does a credit business, is that 

right? The one that you owed this money to ? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And you had owed him previously consider-

ably larger amounts; is that correct? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And you had paid all of it off but $5.15? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Right. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Do you still do business with him? 
Mrs. HUNTER. No. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Mrs. Hunter, you say your name was 

published in the Belzoni Banner? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Yes. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you know why it was published in 

that newspaper? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Because I attempted to register. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. I would like to ask the General Counsel, 

is there a State law requiring publication of names of people who 
wish to register? 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. The law requires the publication of the 
names of voting registrants. 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Hunter, you said that you have children. 

How young are your children? 
Mrs. HUNTER. I have them from 5, 3, and 2. 
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Chairman HANNAH. "\V11en you were taken away to the jail, you 
left these children, 5, 3, and 2, alone at home? 

Mrs. HuNTF.R. No; I left them with another lady. 
Chairman I-hNN AH. The sheriff lmew you had the small children? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. Is it usual for people to be arrested in Belzoni 

when they owe accounts to merchants? 
Mrs. HUNTER. Well, it haven't been, because I have owed him more 

than that and he didn't arrest me. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do you ]mow any other persons who were 

arrested for owing bills-put in jail? 
Mrs. HUNTER. No. 
Chairman HANNAH. I thought that had gone out of fashion long 

ago. 
Any other questions? 
You are excused. Thank you very much. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Call the next witness, Mr. Taylor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mr. G. H. Hood, registrar and 

circuit clerk for Humphreys County. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Hood, will you raise your right hand. 
CWhereupon, G. H. Hood was duly sworn by the Chairman and 

testified as follows : ) 
Chairman HANNAH. And will you introduce your attorney, sir. 
Mr. Hooo. This is my attorney, yes, sir; Mr. James T. Bridges. 
Chairman HANNAH. Have chairs, gentlemen. 
Mr. Taylor? 

TESTIMONY OF GUTHRIE HAYES HOOD, CIRCUIT CLERK AND 
REGISTRAR, HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Hood, would you please state your full name, resi-
dence, and occupation? 

Mr. Hooo. Guthrie Hayes Hood, 156 Central Street, Belzoni, Miss. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And you are the--
Mr. Hooo. I am circuit clerk and the registrar of Humphreys 

County. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you served as registrar? 
Mr. Hooo. Since 1960. 
Mr. TAYLOR. May I ask you, Mr. Hood: You received, did you not, 

a notice giving you an opportunity to appear before this Commis
sion in Executive Session on February 10? 

Mr. Hooo. I did so. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. But you did not choose to appear at that time; is that 
correcti 

Mr. Hoon. That's right. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How many white people are registered to vote in your 

county, sid 
Mr. Hoon. I-Offhand I couldn't answer that. Election commis

sioners tend to that. I don't tend to it. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know how many Negroes are registered to vote 

in your county i 
Mr. Hoon. No, sir; I do not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you hear this morning the figures which were the 

estimated figures which were given for your county i 
Mr. Hoon. I did not. I am in court and as busy -as I can be. 

didn't have time to listen to any kind ofnews. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Well, the figures that were given here this morning 

were that about 68.3 percent of the 3,344 voting age whites were regis
tered to vote and that zero percent, no Negroes of the 5,561 voting age 
Negroes are registered to vote. 

Do you, have any reason to believe that those figures are incorrect i 
Mr.Hoon. Icouldn't·answerthat,sir. Idon'tknow. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How many Negroes have applied to register during 

your term of office i About how many i 
Mr. Hoon. During my term of office i About 16. 
Mr. TAYLOR. About 16 ~ 
Mr. Hoon. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How many of these have succeeded in registering, Mr. 

Hoodi 
Mr. Hoon. None have passed the test. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Has any Negro made any request for a copy of his 

application i 
Mr. Hoon. Only one has made a request for a copy of his applica

tion. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you furnish the copy i 
Mr. Hoon. I told him to bring me a written request and the State 

law allows me $1.50 for a certified copy, and I would be glad to furnish 
it to him. 

Mr. TAYLOR. If he paid $1.50 i 
Mr. Hoon. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Were you aware at the time that on various occa

sions police have photographed Negroes outside the door of your office 
after they applied to registeri 

Mr. Hoon. No, sir; I could not answer that because I was trying to 
run my own office. 

I 
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Mr. TAYLOR. You do not know whether- 
Mr. Hooo. No, no, no. 
Mr. T AYrnR. Have you heard any of the testimony given by other 

witnesses concern ing your activities as r egistrar? 
Mr. Hooo. Any of the other witnesses? 
Mr. T AYLOR. Here this morning, or in the early aftemoon? 
Mr. Hooo. I heard Mary Thomas and Alene Hunter; yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you in October of 1964 say anything to the 

effect-to Mrs. Thomas-that she would be sorry if she came down to 
register? 

Mr. Hooo. I don't recall saying that; no, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. You do not recall? 
Mr. Hooo. 1 do not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you to,,arcl the end of October 19G4, say to Mrs. 

Daisy Griffin and Mrs. Mary Oliver ·welsh, ,rho came to register, 
words to the effect that if they registered you would stop their 
commodities? 

Mr. Hooo. No, sir; I did not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you ever mentioned commodities to any of the 

people who come in to attempt to register to vote? 
Mr. H ooo. No, sir; I did not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I have no further questions at this time. 
Chairman H ,u,KAH. Father Ilesburgh, any questions? 
Commissioner Ifasnunon. Mr. Hood, do you think that people who 

are intelligent enongh to run a bnsiness and pay taxes should be able 
to vote. 

l\fr. Hooo. Well , that's not for me to say. If they pass the test 
that is prescribed by our State, I ,,ill register them; yes, sir. 

Commissioner lhsnunon. But I mean we have heard all morning, 
Mr. Hood, and this afternoon, cases of how the tests are applied 
in the State. It "·ould seem to me there is no man in this room, or no 
woman in this room could pass the tests applied in this ,,ay. 

·what I'm getti ng at is the interpretation of the constitution can be 
made in such fashion I don't think the dean of a law school could pass 
it. And I think-is there any range for registrars to use good sense 
in judging aboul a person's abi li ty to qualify to vote? In other words, 
people look at television, they get to know about the different candi
dates. They can pass judgment in their own mind. 

I'm sure many of the people we heard today could easily pass judg
ment in their o"·n mind as to whether or not they wanted to vote for 
or against a candidate. 

But I would guess that the way tests are administered, it is possible 
for no one to ever pass a test. Do you remember a Negro ever passing 
a test in this State-I mean in your county, rather? 

770-805-65-6 
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Mr. HoOD. I cannot ans,,er that. I can only say in my own time 
since I've been in there. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. In your own time? 
Mr. Hooo. Yes. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. There hasn't been a single Negro?-
Mr. Hooo. No, sir; there hasn't been a single one. My blanks there 

stand up for themselves. I don't have to deny that. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Do you think it is likely that out of 5,561 

Negroes of voting age in the county not a single one can qualify to 
register? 

Mr. Hooo. I can't tell you about the 5,500. There is only 16 been in 
there to take the test. I cannot answer for 5,500. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. \ "'ft/ell, that was probably an unfair ques
tion on my part. But let me put it this way : 

Would you be happy to see some of the 5,500 come in and try to pass 
the test? 

Mr. Hooo. Well, I'm not going out and gather them up and bring 
them in there. Understand that. 

Commissioner I-lEsBURGI-I. Well, I mean if they do come, you will be 
happy to see they exercise their rights? 

Mr. Hooo. I'm going to treat them just like I do everybody else, with 
courtesy, and administrate the test to the best of my ability. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. That's fine. And I hope they come in 
large numbers. 

Mr. Hooo. Well, thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Hood, how long have you lived in 

Mississippi? 
Mr. Hooo. All my life. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. ·were you educated in the schools in Mis-

sissippi? 
Mr. Hooo. I was. 
Commissioner FREE IAN. How much education do you have? 
Mr. Hooo. Well, I don't see where that enters into this at all. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Did you complete elementary school? 
Mr. Hooo. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Did you complete high school? 
Mr. H ooo. I finished 11th grade. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You then have completed 11 years of 

school ? 
Mr. Hooo. Yes. 
Commissioner FREE~.IA •. Have you taken tests to interpret the 

Mississippi constitution? 
Mr. Hooo. Myself? 

https://FREE~.IA
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Commissioner FREEMAN. Yes; you. 
Mr. HooD. No. 
Commissioner FnEEMAN. You have never tried to interpret it? 
Mr. Hooo. No; I can interpret it. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. vVill you explain for us how you sele.ct the 

questions that are given to persons who make application? 
Mr. HoOD. The State law prescribes the questions on the application 

blanks. 
Commissioner FREEll:[AN. '\Vill you explain for us how you select the 

sections? 
Mr. Hooo. The section? 
Commissioner FREEll:[AN. That you give--
Mr. H ooo. I have my section of the constitution typed on a 3 by 5 

card. vVhoever comes in gets the next section. If you would come 
in, if it is 100, you get 100. The next person will get 101. 

Commissioner FREEll:[AN. Is that the way you have administered 
the tests for the last 4 years? 

Mr. Hooo. That's right. Ever since I've been in there. 
Commissioner FREEll:[AN. How many sections of the constitution of 

the State of :Mississippi are there? 
Mr. Hooo. If I remember correctly, there is 285. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. 285. '\Vhich would mean that you would 

start at section 1 and the next person would get section 2? 
Mr. Hooo. Yes. 
Commissioner FREE11IAN. And on through the first 285 ? 
Mr. Hooo. Right on down. I put the-like if you get 100, th:1t 

would g.o over to the back. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Well, then, if only 16 Negroes have made 

application to take the test, then no one of them should have the same 
section ; is that correct? 

Mr. HooD. That's right. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. And have they all been given different 

sections? 
Mr. Hooo. To the best of my ability, yes, sir. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Have you ever made any distinction be

tween a hard section and what is called an easy section, or do you 
believe that one section is easier than the other ? 

Mr. HooD. vVell, I couldn't say that one section is easier than the 
other, but I don't make any distinction. I try to give them all as they 
come in there. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Have you selected the sections fairly? 
Mr. HooD. To the best of my ability. I-just like I told you that 

I selected them: They're all typed and they're all in the box. 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. And they're all in ascending order, be
ginning with section 1 i 

Mr. Hoon. Right.. If some 0£ my clerks don't go in there and mix 
them up, they're right in rotation. Yes. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. But the instructions are that the first per-
son gets the first section, the next person gets section 2 i 

Mr. Hoon. It is the next section. 
Mr. BRIDGES. It is in rotation. It is set up from 1 to 285. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Hoon. Whoever comes in, I give them the next section. That 

one get 100, the next person get 101. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold i 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mr. Hood-
Mr. Hoon. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. I hand you a copy 0£ section 182 0£ the 

Mississippi constitution. 
Would you please make a reasonable interpretation 0£ section 182 

for the Commission i 
(Pause.) 
Mr. Hoon. You say 182i 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Yes. 
Mr. Hoon. I'm sorry, sir. I've been reading 183. 
(Pause.) 
Mr. Hoon. Well, it means that the power to tax corporations, their 

property, shall never be surrendered or abridged by any contract. 
And-

Commissioner GRISWOLD. I didn't ask you to read it, Mr. Hood. 
I asked you to interpret it. 

Mr. BRIDGES. (Aside to Mr. Hood.) 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mr. Chairman, I think it should be the 

witness' interpretation; not his counsel's. 
Mr. BRIDGES. If you please, gentlemen, the conference between the 

witness and his attorney had nothing to do with the question. It was 
a question whether he was to answer it or not. 

Mr. Hoon. Which I will not. 
Mr. BRIDGES. Which he will not. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. You decline to interpret section 182 i 
Mr. Hoon. On pressure being put on me before a committee like 

this. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. On the ground it may incriminate you i 
Mr. Hoon. That's right. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. You decline to interpret section 182 on 

the ground that to do so would incriminate you i Because i£ that is 
your ground, 0£ course it is a valid one. 
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Mr. H ooo. Tha.t 's right. 
Cha.irman II.\NNATI. Any furth er questi ons ? Dean Griswold, do 

you have any further questions? 
Commissioner GmswoLD. No. 
I find it a. li ttle hard to see hmY citizens of Mississipp i are expected 

to interpret the section if the registrar is unable to do so a.nd he is 
the person who grades the interprcta.tion which is made by a citizen 
of Mississippi. 

I find his refu al to interpret it rat her surprising. 
Chairman lIANNAII. Mr. R ankin ? 
Commissioner RANKIX. Mr. Hood, in your county, are the schools 

for Neo-roes, do you think, prrt ty good qnality, com pared with the 
" ·hi te schools? 

Mr. H oon. I would say they are excellent . 
Commissioner R AXKIX. You say they arc rxcellent ? 
Mr. H oon. Yes. 
Commis. ioner RAXKIN. Therefore, if these Negroes gradu ate from , 

let's sa.y, high school , they should be able to interpret-give a reason
able in te rprrt at ion of, a section of the const-itn t ion. 

Mr. H oon. That's right. 
Commissioner R.\XKIX. You would think so. 
Tl1en it is not the fa ct that they are not educated : that is not the 

reason why onl y 16 have at tempted to register ; am I correct in that? 
Mr. H oon. I conldn:t ans,rnr that , sir. I don 't know. 
Commissioner R ANrrrn. ·well , what " ·ould be your opinion ? 
Mr. H oon. I wouldn't have any opinion on th at. 
Commissioner RA NKTX. You have not opinion whatsoever ? 
M:r. H oon. No. sir, I do not. 
Commissioner RANKIK. What kee.ps Nrp:roes from ani ling them

seh·es of their opportunity to register ? 
Mr. H oon. I have never t ried to keep one out of my office. 

couldn't answer to save my life. 
Commissioner R..\KICTN. Yes. Bu t I just \Yonclercd if you d ich1:t 

have an opinion out of a cer ta in nnmber l ike thi s th:1t only 16 \\·oulcl 
come and attempt to register, par t icuhrly in li ght of the testimony 
that we have had here today. 

Mr. Hoon. I couldn't answer that. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And it is not because of education, but 

aside from that, you have no idea at all? 
Mr. H oon. \Vell , now, do you mean to tell me that every colored 

person in Humphreys Count y is a graduate of a high school ? 
Commissioner RANKIN. No, sir; I do not. But I think there are 

more than 16. 

I 
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Mr. Hooo. The answer on their application 1s all I can answer 
for-I can tell you. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. P atterson ? 
Vice Chairman P A'TI'ERSON. Mr. Hood, in view of the fact that 

under your rotation system of handing ascending sections of the con
stitution to citizens who come in to register, in view of the fact that 
one ci tizen will inevitably draw section 182 which you have just de
clined to interpret, do you consider that Mississippi's registration law 
is perhaps a little hard and should be tempered so that citizens could 
pass it a little more easily? 

Mr. Hooo. That is not my job to say whether they are hard, for 
me or for anybody else, sir. That is the-the applications are pre
scribed by the State. 

Vice Chairman P ATTERSON. Mr. Hood, could you tell me what you 
think of the COFO movement in Humphreys County? What was 
your reaction? 

Mr. Hooo. I wouldn't answer that, no, sir. I don't know. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You made the statement that you were 

not going to go out and gather up Negro citizens and bring them in 
to attempt to register. In a sense, this is what witnesses here have 
indicated COFO tried to do. 

Mr. Hooo. Neither a.m I going out and get the whites and bring 
them in and try to register them. I am not going to do that. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. But you have no reaction to the COFO 
activities in Humphreys County? 

Mr. Hooo. Well, I would rather not answer that because I just told 
you that I didn't have any opinion on that. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. No further questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. l\fr. Hood, when a white man comes in to 

register, do you give them the same section of the constitution, what
ever is the next number up? 

Mr. Hooo. I do, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. And you ask for an interpretation just the same 

for the whites? 
Mr. Hooo. I do. 
Chairman H ANNAH. And you believe that the standards of grad

ing, as to whether or not they have given a satisfactory interpreta
tion, you apply alike? 

Mr. Hooo. To the best of my ability ; yes, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Are there any further questions, Mr. Taylor? 
Mr. TAYLOR. I would just like to ask one question, Mr. Hood. 
Do I understand that if a Negro citizen of Humphreys County 

comes into your office to register in the future, he can do so without 
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:fear of being questioned about why he's there or without any other-
Mr. Hooo. I have never questioned him why he's there, Mr. Taylor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And he has nothing to fear about it in the future? 
Mr. Hooo. No, sir. I ask him his age, how long he has lived in the 

county-which the law requires me to do-how long he has lived in 
the State, how long he has lived in the election district. And I take 
his name, I give him the blank and let him-give him the section of 
the constitution out of the box, the next one that comes up. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I have no further questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions? 
You are excused, Mr. Hood. Thank you very much. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Call the next witness, Mr. Taylor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Sheriff Jack Purvis, sheriff of 

Humphreys County. 
Chairman HANNAH. Sheriff Purvis, will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, Sheriff Jack Purvis was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified as follows : ) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have chairs, gentlemen. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN D. PURVIS, SHERIFF, HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Sheriff, wm you please state your full name and your 
residence and your occupation for the record? 

Mr. Punvrs. My name is John D. Purvis, sheriff of Humphreys 
County, Belzoni, Miss. 

Mr. TAYLOR. You are currently sheriff of Humphreys County ? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you served as sheriff of Humphreys 

County? 
Mr. PURVIS. Thirteen months. A little over 13 months. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Where is your office, sid 
Mr. PuRvrs. It is in the courthouse in Belzoni. 
Mr. TAYLOR. , ¥here is the registrar's office in relation to your office? 
Mr. PURVIS. Oh, down the hall, west of my office about four doors 

down. 
Mr. TAYLOR. About four doors down, on the same floor? 
Mr. PunVIs. Actually it would be, but there is a big corridor be

tween us, so it is only two offices down. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you, Sheriff, or any of your deputies, from time 

to time since 1964 photographed Negro applicants for registration as 
they came out of the registrar's office? 

Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Haveyou ever photographed white applicants i 
Mr. PURVIS. I don't think so. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Are these the photographs that you have taken of 

Negro applicants as they left the registrar's office i 
Mr. PURVIS. They were either taken going in or going out, yes. 
There is another one somewhere. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I would like to have these photographs marked as 

Exhibit No. 3. 
Mr. PURVIS. But I would like for you to notice out of these six, that 

there are three of them you might say posed for the photographs, too. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you askthem to pose forthephotographsi 
Mr. PURVIS. I didn't ask them. They didn't tell me not to take 

them. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I would like to have those photographs marked as 

Exhibit No. 3 and entered into the record. 
Chairman HANNAH. They are received. 
( Commission's Exhibit No. 3 was marked for identification and re

ceived in evidence.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. Sheriff, can you tell us what your purpose was in 

taking these photographs i 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. I wanted them because Humphreys County has 

had a lot of publicity; so did the State. But I wanted to show just 
how peaceful that it was up there, for one thing. 

And another thing, I wanted them for my own use. I take a lot of 
pictures. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Asahobbyi 
Mr. PURVIS. Not necessarily as a hobby. I just got several cameras 

up there in the office. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you consider at all, or have you considered the 

effect which taking these photographs outside the registrar's office 
might have on the Negro applicants i 

Mr. PURVIS. I didn't consider it; no. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you on September 4 order Mrs. Mary Thomas 

arrested for selling beer without a privilege permit i 
Mr. PURVIS. I didn't order it. I knew she was going to be arrested, 

yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tellmewhodidorderthearresti 
Mr. PURVIS. I don't know. I believe one of my deputies arrested 

Mary Thomas. 
Would! you like to know why she was arrested for selling beer with

out a license i 
Mr. TAYLOR. Yes,sir. Iwillgettothatin onemoment. 
Is this the warrant for her arrest, siri 
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(Document handed to the witness.) 
Mr. Punvis. That's it. 
Ir. TAYLOR. I would like to have marked the warrant for Mrs. 

Thomas' arrest as Exhibit No. 4 and introduced into the record. 
I ,rnuld also like to have marked as Exhibit No. 5 Mrs. Thomas' 

sworn application for registration, dated September 4, 1964. 
Chairman HANNAH. They are received. 
( Commission's Exhibits 4 and 5 ,rnre marked for identification and 

received in evidence. ) 
Commissioner GmswoLD. Did we get a number for that last item? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Exhibit No. 5. 
'When l\Irs. Thomas ,,as arrested on September 4, were you aware, 

sir, that she had applied earlier that day for registration ? 
Mr. P URVIS. No. 
Mr. T AYLOR. You were not? 
Mr. P unVIs. No. 
Mr. T xrLOR. HnYe you ever arrested anyone else for selling beer 

·without a privi.lege permit? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
Mr. T AYLOR. T\Then was that? 
Mr. PURVIS. I wns in office one term before this one. And I ar

rested a whi te man for selling beer "-ithout a license. 
Ur. T AYLOR. Now you wanted to state, I believe, why it was that 

Mrs. Thomas ,,as arrested? 
Mr. P unv1s. ·why was she arrested i 
l\fr. T AYLOR. I believe you said you wanted to make a statement with 

respect. to that. 
l\fr. Penns. Oh. I guess possibly a month before this ca.me about, 

I was in my office and I was checking up on the beer permits that were 
issued fo r Humphreys County. And I will guess at the number, be
cause I clon't know exactly. But there were some 80 permits issued for 
Humphreys County, and when I checked the licenses, I found that 
there ,rns only 40 or 41 l icenses issued for the 80 permits. 

So we sent cards out to rem ind the people that their li censes have 
expired or they don 't have them. And this was done, oh, 2 or 3 weeks 
before this arrest. 

And a week or 10 days before this arrest, I had occasion to be in 
her place of business, and I told her at that time that she didn't have 
a beer license. 

Now these are not county licenses. These are State licenses. I t is a 
State beer license. 

Mr. TAYLOR. You asked for this tax originally in your capacity as 
State tax collector for the county; is that right? 
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Mr. PonVIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And is this the notice you sent Mrs. Thomas on Au-

gust 20? 
(Document handed to Mr. Purvis.) 
Mr. Ponv1s. This was sent by my office, yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I would like to have that marked as Exhibit No. 6 and 

placed into the record. 
Chairman HANNAI-I. It is received. 
( Commission's Exhibit No. 6 was marked for identification and 

received in evidence.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. Has anyone else been fined $300 and spent the night 

in jail for failure to pay a $15 tax on time? 
Mr. Ponv1s. I don't remember exactly what this ma.n was fined, but 

I believe it was more tha.n that , but he did spend a night in jail. In 
fact, several of them. 

Mr. TAYLOR. On January 8, Sheriff, did you or any of your deputies 
arrest Mrs. Alene Hunter for passing a bad check? 

Mr. Punvrs. My deputy did, yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I would like to introduce at this point-to mark as 

Exhibit No. 7 the bench warrant and bad check affidavit and the jail 
docket concerning Mrs. Hunter's case. 

Chairman HANNAH. It is received. 
( Commission's Exhibit No. 7 was marked for identification and 

received in evidence.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you know, sir, when you arrested her that she had 

recently applied to register? 
Mr. PURVIS. I didn't even know her. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you know that on the previous day her name had 

been published in the Belzoni Banner? 
Mr. Punvrs. I didn't know it until today when I saw her on this 

witness stand right here where I'm sitting. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have an opinion as to whether the arrest 0£ 

Mrs. Hunter or others, immediately after the publication of their 
attempt to register, might deter other Negroes from attempting to 
register? 

Mr. PonVIS. I don't know wh'a,'t they might do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I'm sorry? 
:Mr. Ponv1s. I don't know what any other person might do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I have no further questions at this time. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh ? 
Commissioner llisBORGH. Sheriff, we have been hearing all morning 

and afternoon about £ear. 
Can you think 0£ any reasons why there would be £ear, among the 

Negro community, 0£ trying to register'tovote? 
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Mr. PURVIS. No, I don't. I can't understand them having fear 0£ 
me. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. No; I didn't mean it that way. I just 
meant that-it is curious thing. We were talking about it going home 
in the car-if I can digress for a moment. And the big thing we all 
heard during the war was you should be free from fear. And it is a 
horrible thing when person after person gets up and says they're 
afraid. 

And I was just curious if you had any idea of what is the clima'te 
that makes them afraid, afraid to register, especially the fact tha't 
after a few try to register they immediately get into t his difficulty 
with the law? 

Mr. PURVIS. Well, the law from the standpoint of them taking the 
voter test or registering, that doesn't go along with this, because there 
was a law violated here. 

Commjssioner I-lEsnURGH. Yes, I understand. But--
Mr. PURVIS. I would like to clear one thing up, too, if you would 

let me. 
Commfasioner HEsnURGH. Sure. By all means. 
Mr. PURVIS. Back with Alene Hunter: ·when she was on the stand 

here, they were talking about a debt she owed. But that check war
rant and that affidavit that you have here will show that it was not a 
debt; that it was a worthless check warrant. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. Yes, I noticed--
Mr. PURvrs. She was not arrested for a debt she owed. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. In what amount, Sheriff ? 
Mr. PURVIS. I don't know, sir. I don't remember. 
Mr. BRIDGES. I might explain that-if you would like to have this 

explanation about the peculiarities of our laws in Mississippi. 
If the check had been for more than $25, they would not have been 

able to compromise for misdemeanor by the one who appears before 
the justice of the peace and says it has been satisfied. If it is more than 
$25, it becomes a felony and they cannot compromise these. 

The fact that it was less than $25 meant-and most of the time on 
these bad checks, while I don 't approve of them and I have been con
fronted \Yith them, we didn't use them at all. In most of these things, 
they are trying to collect money, and it is only when they obtain some
thing at the time they give the check and not pay a bad debt, that they 
can use this warrant at all. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. May I ask that it be stated for the record 

now the amount of this alleged bad check? 
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Mr. BRIDGES. It is $5.15. 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Thankyou. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh, had you finished your ques-

tions i 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Yes, I had finished. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman i 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Sheriff Purvis, you stated in response to 

a question that you photographed the Negro applicants, but that you 
have never photographed the white persons who come in and try to 
register. 

Would you explain to us why you give this special treatment to the 
Negroes who try to register i 

Mr. PURVIS. Well, I didn't photograph all the Negro applicants. 
You heara them state that they had some 18 or 20. I don't remember 
how many. But there is only six photographs there, and that's the 
only six that I have. 

However, if I had wanted to photograph them all, I guess I could 
have had them all. They were right there in the courthouse, but I 
wasn't that much interested in it. At the time these happened to be 
made, I just happened to be there and took the pictures. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. What use did you make of the photo
graphs i 

Mr. PURVIS. None whatsoever. For my own use. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Is this taking pictures a part of your-a 

regular part of your duties as sheriff i 
Mr. PURVIS. Not duty, no. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Was this during the time that you were 

serving as sheriff of the county i 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold i 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. It never occurred to you, Sheriff, that 

taking the pictures of these Negro applicants might make some im
pression on their minds, did it i 

Mr. PURVIS. No,sir. 
Commissioner-GRISWOLD. Not-at all i 
Mr. PURVIS. No, sir. 
,Commissioner GRISWOLD. You thought that this would be absolutely 

colorless in their mind; you had no thought that this might act to 
intimidate them i 

Mr. PURVIS. It wasn't my intention. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. How many deputies do you have, Sheriff i 
Mr. PURVIS. Full time i 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Well, how many deputies do you have i 
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Mr. PURVIS. I have two full-time deputies on the outside; two full-
time deputies on the inside; in the office. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Making four altogether? 
Mr. Punvis. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. How many part-time deputies do you 

have? 
Mr. Punv1s. Oh, some 20, 21. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. How are the deputies paid? 
Mr. Punv1s. They are paid by me. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. How are you paid? 
Mr. Punvrs. Commissions and fees. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. What kinds of commissions and fees? 
Mr. Punvrs. Collecting tax, selling tags, arrest fees, feeding pris-

oners, court costs. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Are all of these pa,id to you in full, or only 

a portion of them? 
Mr. P 0Rv1s. My part is paid to me full. 
Commissoner GmswoLD. ·what about this beer tax? Do you get 

a part of that? 
Mr. P cRv1s. Just a percentage of it. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. How much of it? 
:Mr. PunVJs. Just a percentage of it. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. So you were directly interested in the 

enforcement of this-personally pecuniarily interested in the--
Mr. PmwIS. Not in the comm i sion on that $15. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. You got a 50-percent commission on the 

$15? 
Mr. Punv1s. I said not necessarily the commission on that $15. 
Commissioner GruswoLD. ·wny not? 
Mr. Punvrs. Because it ,,asn't but 75 cents. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. I'm sorry, I don't understand you. 
Mr. P uRVIS. Because my commission on that $15 would have been 

75 cents. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Five percent of the total? 
Mr. PunVIs. Yes. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. In the year 1964, what was your aggre-

grate amount of fees from your office as sheriff? 
Mr. Punvis. Gross? 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Gross. 
Mr. Punvis. I believe it was forty-some thousand. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. What were your expenses in conducting 

the office of sheriff? 
Mr. Punvrs. Thirty thousand. 
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Commissioner GruswoLD. So that you had net about $10,000 for 
yourself? 

Mr. PURVIS. Well, a little more than that. About 15-14 or 15. 
Commissioner GruswoLD. As I understand it, you cannot succeed 

yourself immediately, but after an interval you can be reelected? 
Mr. PURVIS. After staying out one term; yes, sir. 
Commissioner GmswoLD. Are there permanent records of the sher

iff's office in Humphreys County? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner GmswoLD. ,vhen you came in as sheriff in January 

1964, were there records there of your predecessor which ·were turned 
over to you? 

Mr. PURVIS. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner G~ISWOLD. And when you leave-I assume it will be 

1968, January 1968-you will in due course turn over records to your 
successor? 

Mr. PURvrs. Yes, sir. 
Commission Gruswow. Do you know of any practice in Mississippi 

by which some sheriffs, at least, take away all the records and turn 
nothing over to their successors? 

Mr. PURVIS. I have heard of it, but I can't say I know of it, because 
I don't. 

Commissioner Gmswow. But that hasn't been done in your county? 
Mr. PURvis. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin? 
Commissioner RANKIN. I notice, Sheriff, you said 80 beer permits 

were issued and--
Mr.PURVIS. I said roughly 80. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Roughly. 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And roughly only 40 licenses. 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And then you sent out notices, am I correct? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And then you said-go ahead. 
Mr. PURVIS. Most of them paid. Some of them quit selling beer, 

and some of them had gone out of business in the meantime. 
Commissioner RANKIN. But you only followed up those who did 

not pay and who continued to sell beer; am I correct? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And was Mrs. Hunter the only one in this 

category? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
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Commissioner RANKIN. She was notified; you say? 
Mr. PURVIS. She was notified; yes, sir. 
Commissioner RANKIN. But did not respond in any way? 
Mr. PURVIS. No, sir. 
Commissioner RANKIN. But you said at one time tJ1ere was a white 

man; is that correct? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Were there other charges against this 

white man? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes, sir; but they didn't-the charges wasn't made 

at the same time that the beer violation was. 
Commissioner RANKIN. That could be why he stayed in jail for a 

longer period of time, could it, because of the other offenses he had 
committed? 

Mr. PURVIS. Well, the offenses he committed were selling beer 
without a license-you want to know, I'll tell you. Selling beer with
out a license, operating a dancehall without a license, and a whisky 
conviction. And they happened on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
of 1 week, sir. 

Commissioner RANKIN. OK, thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson? 
Vice Chairman PATIERSON. Sheriff, do you feel that qualified Ne

gro citizens should have just as much right to vote as qualified white 
citizens? 

Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You don't believe that any citizen, re

gardless of race: should be intimidated in an effort to register to vote? 
Mr. PURVIS. No, sir. 
Vice Chairman P AITERSON. You didn't consider that your photo

graphing of these people, these Negro registrants-six of them, I 
believe-when they came to attempt to register, you didn't consider 
that would be intimidating? 

Mr. PURVIS. No, sir. 
Vice Chairman PAITERSON. These two people who were arrested 

on charges shortly after they attempted to register: Didn't it seem to 
you that this might have a deterrent effect on other Negroes who 
might try to come in to register? 

Mr. PURVIS. I didn't even think about that, sir. 
Vice Chairman PATIERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman, do you have another question? 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Sheriff, you are aware that of the popu-

lation in the county, about two-thirds of them are nonwhite; is that 
correct? 
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Mr. PuRVIS. That is true. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. .And you have in your employ about 20 

employees. 
Do you have any Negro deputies employed on your staff? 
Mr. PURVIS. No. I just explained to you, though, that I only have 

:four :full-time deputies. But I do have two Negroes working :for me. 
One is a janitor o:f the courthouse, and the other one has been cooking 
at the jail some 20 years. He has been cooking so long they call him 
"Peas." 

Commissioner FREEMAN. But I inquired about the part-time 
deputies. 

Mr. PURVIS. No, I do not have. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You do not have either any part-time 

deputies who are Negro, or full-time? 
Mr. PURVIS. No. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Thank yo11. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin. 
Commissioner RANKIN. This is just an opinion question. 
Have you noticed any change in attitude toward the Negro regis

tration in Humphreys County in the las~since you have been in 
office? Are they more kindly disposed toward it or not? 

That is just an opinion question, but I just wanted to know i:f you 
wanted to answer. 

Mr. PURVIS. Well, I now see more coming up now. Now whether 
they registered or passed the test or what, I don't know, sir. That is 
not in my department. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rogerson, do you have a question? 
Mr. RoGERSON. Sheriff, I believe you said that you took a total o:f 

six pictill'es leaving the registrar's office? 
Mr. PoRVIS. Leaving or entering; I don't remember exactly what 

theywelie doing. 
Mr. RoGERSON. During what period o:f time was this, Sheriff? 
Mr. PURVIS. These pictures were made in the hall, sir. 
Mr. RoGERSON. Yes. Over what period o:f time were these six 

photographsmade? 
Mr. PuRVIS. Oh, I would say a couple o:f months. 
Mr.ROGERSON. Acoupleo:fmonths? 
Mr. PURVIS. Yes. 
Mr. ROGERSON. To your knowledge, did anyone else connected with 

your office or any county offices in the courthouse take pictures o:f any 
Negroes attempting to register, or leaving the registrar's office? 

Mr.PURVIS. Nottomyknowledge. 
Mr. ROGERSON. In other words, to your knowledge, you were the 

only one who took any photographs? 
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Ur. PURVIS. Ue personally? I think there might have been one or 
two of those pictures there that might have been taken by one of my 
deputies. 

Mr. RocERSO~. I see. 
You have also said that you did not take these pictures in connec

tion with your dut ies as sheriff ? 
Mr. PURVIS. That's right, sir. 
Mr. RoGERSON. Or the duties of any other public office that you 

hold ? 
Mr. PURVIS. That's right, sir. 
Ur. RoG£RSON. Photographing, apparently, 1s a hobby of yours; 

you like to take pictures. 
Mr. PURVIS. Well, I like to take pictures, yes. 
Mr. RoGERsox. ·well, I ·wonder why you would have one of your 

deputies take a couple of your pictures then? 
Mr. PURVIS. ·well , -we have several cameras there and they are on 

the desk there all the time. 
:Mr. RoGERSON. But these -weren't to be used in connection with your 

official duties ; is this correct? 
Mr. PURVIS. That's right. 
Mr. RoGERso~. Then it appears to me what you are saying is tlmt you 

just happened to be there on these days and thought that these Negroes 
leaYing or entering the registrar's office would be a good subject for 
your hobby of photography? 

Mr. PURVIS. Yes, sir. But you can very easily see it -was a hobby, 
because if it hadn't been, I would have taken pictures of all of them, 
Slr. 

Mr. ROGERSON. Thank you. 
Commissioner GmswoLD. Sheriff, who o,rns these cameras to which 

you referred? 
Mr. P URVIS. I own two of them, and I believe Humphreys Cow1ty 

owns two of them, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. They are not county property? 
Mr. PURVIS. No, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Who provided the film for them? 
Mr. PURVIS. I provided this film, I believe, myself, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh. 
Commissioner H ESBURGTI. Sheriff, could I just return for one brief 

moment to that line I was on when I stopped, because it is still going 
inmy mind. 

Is it a fair statement now from what you have said, that the 
Negroes in Humphreys County can feel free to go and attempt to 
register and that they will have nothing to fear from you? 
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Mr. PURVIS. That's true. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. I think it is good you say that publicly. 
Thank you, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor? 
Mr. TAYLOR. I just have one question for the sheriff or his counsel. 
We have entered into the record a document you produced called 

Affidavit for Bad Check, and it contains a copy of the check. 
Mr. BRIDGES. Yes. 
Mr. TAYLOR· Now, just as a matter of my own opinion, it appears 

to me that the handwriting in the signature is quite different from 
the handwriting on the check. 

Mr. BRIDGES. It appears the same way to me. I do not know 
anything about it, but I know that the signature here, under it they 
had to print her name so they could tell who it was. And that is 
customary in these stores, when a Negro writes a check, they fill it 
out for him. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Is it customary to fill out a check and signature for 
them whether or not they have an account with the bank? 

Mr. BRIDGES. I cannot answer that question. It is not customary 
with my clients. 

And this Gordon's Pharmacy is a-I handled the estate when Mr. 
Gordon died, and I'm sure they asked me about everything, but 
they didn't ask me about this one. But they asked me about most 
of those things, and they-I might-I don't want to unduly prolong 
this, but the questions about the selling beer without a license, I 
might make this remark: The sheriff-I haven't told him about it, 
but the violation of our prohibition laws in Mississippi seem to be a 
little more serious misdemeanors than the ordinary misdemeanors. 
The penalties are higher; the bonds are higher under the statute 
than the ordinary misdemeanors. 

"\iVe happen to be a county that allows the sale of beer. There 
is only 26 counties in the State that even allow you to sell beer. 

A.nd I thought that might come in to fill in about the amount of 
the fines and things. The prohibition laws in the State-it is a 
serious thing when they prosecute. 

Chairman HANNAH. A.ny further questions of commissioners or 
staff? A.re you finished, Mr. T aylor? 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yes, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Sheriff, you are excused. Thank you very 

much. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Would this not be a good time for a break? 
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This finishes the testimony from Humphreys County, and we 
will take a 15-minute break, and we will return about 3 :23. 

(Short recess taken.) 
Chairman HANNAH. The hearing will come to order. 
Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness? 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness, Mr. Chairman, is from Carroll 

County, and I would like to ask Mr. Humpstone to give the Commis
sion a brief background statement on Carroll County. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Humpstone? 
Mr. Hu11:t:PSTONE. Carroll County is located in the north-central 

part of the State. The total population in 1963 was estimated at 
12,000, of whom more than half were Negro. 

In 1!)64, of the 2,700 voting age Ne()'roes>five were registered while 
approximately 74 percent of the 3,000 voting age whites were regis
tered. 

Income in Carroll County is the second lowest in the State. In 
1959 the median income for white families was about $2,500. And, 
for Negro families about $885. 

Seventy percent of the Negroes and 30 percent of the whites are 
involved in agriculture. 

In 1959 the median education level for Carroll County whites was 
slightly over 9 years while for Negroes it was slightly less than 6 
years. 

In the school year 1960-61, the Carroll County School district 
spent about $185 for each white child and about a hundred dollars 
for each Negro child. 

An understanding of the voting situation in Carroll County re
quires note to be made of the case of Robert Lee Goldsby, a Negro 
who was convicted of murder and sentenced to death in 1954 by a 
Carroll County court. In 1957 the Federal Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit ordered a hearing to determine whether Negroes 
had been excluded from the jury which had convicted him. 

Under Mississippi law this jury had been drawn from the list of 
registered voters. Following the hearing the circuit court ruled in 
1959 that there had been such an exclusion and vacated the conviction. 
After this ruling, officials of Carroll County requested certain resi
dent Negroes to register to v.ote. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thank you, Mr. Humpstone. 
Mr. Taylor, call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mr. William Eskridge. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Eskridge, will you raise your right hand? 
(Whereupon, Mr. William Eskridge was duly sworn by the Chair-

man and testified as follows:) 
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Chairman HANNAH. Have a seat, sir. 
Mr. Taylor, will you proceed with the questioningi 

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM BROWN ESKRID1GE, CARROLL 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Eskridge, will you please give us your full name, 
your address, and your occupation for therecord i 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. William Brown Eskridge, Route 2, McCarley, Miss. 
I'm a :farmer. 

Mr. TATI.OR. Did you have another occupation before you were a 
farmed 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. I have taught school :for a number o:f years. 
Mr. T.A'.TI.OR. Where did you receive your education, sir~ 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I went to school a while at Alcorn College. I :finished 

school in 1923 at Tuskegee Institute. It wa.s only high school at that 
particular time. And, since that time I have gone to school at Alcorn, 
Jackson. College, and Rust College and MVC. 

Mr. TATI.OR. Have you ever registered to vote, Mr. Eskridge i 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I have. 
Mr. TATI.OR. Will you tell us when that was i 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. It was the latter part o:f 1931, or the first part o:f 

1932. 
Mr. TATI.OR. After you registered to vote, did you vote i 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. I voted in two elections. 
Mr. TATI.OR. What years were those i 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. 1932, the President election o:f 1932. 
Mr. TATI.OR. Did you stop voting after that pointi 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I voted the :following year in a general election; that 

is, the sheriff died and I voted in that election. 
Mr. TA.TI.OR. Did you vote after that i 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. After that I didn't vote any more. 
Mr. TATI.OR. Can you tell us why you stopped voting i 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Well, there were two principal reasons. The first 

reason I had no one else in the county that would vote and I couldn't 
get anybody else with me. I saw I was not making any progress. 
And, at the same time, I, my salary was being whittled. The last time 
they cut it down to $25.50 a month. And, of course, that was a long 
time ago; we were getting less. 

Mr. TATI.OR. Did you ever try to register after you stopped votingi 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. I attempted to have my registration straightened out 

in 1952, I believe it wa.s. 
Mr.TAYLOR. Whathappenedtheni 

https://TA.TI.OR
https://T.A'.TI.OR


95 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. The chancery clerk told me the polls were not open. 
And, I "·ou kl lrn rn to go to the second district to the circuit clerk. 

I ,rnnt to the circuit clerk and he told me the time wasn't right 
for Negroes to register. I told him that as soon as Negroes became 
qualified ,Ye should have the ballot. He said, "vVell, we don't have 
any important elections." I told him, "" Te have one in November." 
Then he said, "The chancery clerk told me that you were once a 
registered voter, and I ·would be glad if you will allow me to talk 
with him." I granted him that privilege. Eventually I went back 
to Carrollton to the first district and thought I had my registr:ttion 
straightened out. I don't !mow as I lrncl it straightened out becn,use 
after that-I believe it was sometime in 1952-I ,rnnt to vote at my 
precinct and the man in charge knew me ,Yell and called my name 
and thumb through the book and said, "Eskridge, I can't find your 
name." '\Vell, there's nothing for me to do but \Yalk out. I ,Yent in 
again some months after that to vote again. ·when I got in that time 
there was another man in charge and he seemed to have been very 
antagonistic. But, I stayed there with him for a, while. And, another 
fellow ,11 as in there that was in there before \\·hen he told them tha t 
myna.me wasn:t on the book and he said the statement, "Your name 
is not on the book, Eskridge. It may be on the books for another 
year," which gave this man a clue. He thmnbed through and said my 
name wasn't on the book. 

Mr. TAYLOR. You have recently registered to vote? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I registered in August, I believe it was, August 

of 1964. 
Mr. TAYLOR. During this period that you have described, have 

you tried to get other residents of Carroll Cotmty to register? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Well, I star ted again in the 1950's trying to get 

other residents. Actually I tried several yea rs before. I garn up 
but I tried again in the 1950's to get people to register. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Before that, during the period you ,vere a teacher, had 
you tried to get teachers to registed 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. I tried to get the teachers to register in 1950, in 
the 1950's. 

Mr. TAYLOR. '\Vere you successful? 
Mr. EsKJUDGE- Not at all. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have an opinion about why you weren't 

successful? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. My opinion is they were afraid of their job. In 

the first place some of the teachers in the school went to the court
house and paid their poll tax. The superintendent got and heard 
of it and called them in and let them know if they are going to 
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register for voting they wouldn't haye a job, and consequently 
everybody had to back up. All the teachers at least. Now, that's 
the teachers told me that. I didn't hear the superintendent say 
that. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Have you tried to get people other than teachers 
to register? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you been successful with them? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I have been successful in getting promises that they 

were going, but most of them will tell me that, oh, I cannot get credit. 
I might be hit over the head. Just anything they tell me to get by to 
keep from going. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Has there been any violence that would make people 
afraid of being hit over the head? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. There have been violence. Now, remember, Carroll 
County has a history and that history I think is the thing that has af
fected our county. That history has started 80 years ago, you might 
say. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Would you care to tell us a little bit about the history? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. 80 years ago a colored man and a white man had a 

little trouble, a little fight , and the trial was set upstairs in the court
house, and at that time Negroes didn't seem to be so fearful and they 
would ahvays go to court and they got up there in the comtroom that 
day, a signal was given, a bell was rang, and people come from all 
sides and all around the courthouse and began shooting. Most of the 
Negroes jumped down from the second story running. Some of them 
got shot even as they were running t rying to get away. 

They killed a good many of them right there in the courthouse tha.t 
day. After that was done, the Negroes were very fearful. They didn't 
want to go to work. 

Well, some of the white people said, well, that's against the law of 
the land. They said that's against the law of God, so we had to scare 
a few, kill a few to scare the balance, and that's what the purpose-
the purpose was to enslave the minds of the colored people, beginning 
of the ensla, ing of the mi11ds of the colored people. 

Mr. TAYLOR. That happened quite a long t ime ago, Mr. E kridge. 
Is it still talked about? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. It is till talked about today becau e ome of the chil
dren's fathers were in there that is living today; and at the time I came 
along it wa approximately 20 odd years later. The smoke hadn't 
hardly cleared then becau e when I were born my father indoctrinated 
me concerning white people, and of course he naturally instill some 
fear in me. 
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Following that incident there was another incident. Around 1892, 
white men went to a colored person home, shot down one of the boys 
in the lot. Eleven days followed. The white boys' mother and father 
was murdered and it was done brutally. It stirred the emotion of the 
whole of Carroll County. Before the white people got a chance to 
think, they arrested those people whose boy had been shot and the 
whole family, with the exception of one, was wiped out. A few days 
after they wiped those out, the white men were afraid that one of the 
Negro men that worked with them was going to talk, and they had a 
big rope around his neck and got him a half mile from where his 
mother and father was killed and the mob crowd shot him down at the 
bridge and the rumor went out that it was an organization of Negroes, 
tha,t we want to kill 8 or 10 miles square. One of the [ white] boys 
passed by my father's home. He was setting out potatoes and he said, 
"Set them out, boy. You won't get a chance to eat them." 

Mr. TAYWR. Is this incident still talked about? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. They still talk about that today. 
Mr. TAYLOR. In your opinion, Mr. Eskridge, will substantial num

bers of Negroes register in Carroll County today? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. They will not U11less-they will go if we can get the 

COFO workers or some white man there to go with them. 
Now, mind, this continues; this didn't stop there. We had less 

violence, but it continued throughout the years. ·whenever a colored 
person was killed, nothing done about it. ·whenever a white man 
got ready to hit one over the head, he hit him over the head and asked 
him if he liked it, and he had to tell him that he did. Simply to 
molest and keep his mind in slavery. Then also there was economic 
reason too that they tried their best to keep them that way. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thankyou,sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh? 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Mr. Eskridge, how many Negro teach-

ers would there be in Carroll County, do you know offhand? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. At the present time? 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Yes. 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I wouldn't know exactly, but around 60, I expect. 
Comissioner HESBURGH. How many of them would be registered to 

vote? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. How many would be registered? Not any. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Not any. 
Are these teachers supposed to explain to Negro youngsters how to 

be good American citizens? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. They are. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. And, they can't vote themselves? 
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Mr. ESKRIDGE. Can't vote themselves. I informed them about that; 
told them they are not supposed to teach our children if they are not 
qualified to register. 

Commissioner lliSBURGH. What would be needed i Suppose we had 
the superintendent here today and we were to say to him, you can't 
have people teaching children who aren't qualified to vote and can't 
give an example of voting i What would he say of that i 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. Well, I can't tell you what he might say. 
It is softening up a little bit, I think, now, because three or four 

teachers in Carrollton here lately have gone to the courthouse and 
paid the poll tax for themselves and their wives. But one of them 
have been called in and questioned and he has been informed too, that 
he should stop the movement and they want him to do so. He told 
them he couldn't stop the movement and told them he figured it was 
right for Negroes to vote. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Mr. Eskridge, we have to advise the 
President of the United States and the Congress of the United States 
what to do about places like Carroll County. What would you advise 
them to do if you were sitting where we are i 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. That's a question that is hard to answer. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Well, you have been living with it. We 

haven't, so you tell us. 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Whenever people get their mind, have so much license 

to get people mentally enslaved, well it is hard. You got first to get rid 
of some of that. Now, how to do it, I don't know. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. What should we do to make sure any 
qualified creature in Carroll County who wants to vote can go over and 
register and vote i What's to prevent that right now i 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. That's something I don't know, but I believe this: If 
we can get more workers in there, white people, they will go. Now, 
they just came here in the county the last about 3 weeks. I have tried 
to get them to go and couldn't. They come there and they were able 
to get 10 or 12 to go to try, but they had to gowith them. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. Who are these people who are trying to 
encourage Negroes to vote in Carroll County i 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. I guess the COFO workers. 
Commissioner lliSBURGH. Is anybody outside COFO interested 

in getting people to vote i I mean, Negroes i 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Well, there are. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Who would they be i 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. We have some citizens and one or two teachers. They 

are trying to push our people up, but they are scared to go themselves. 
You know that don't go so far. 



99 

Commissioner HESBURGH. vVhat are people really afraid of, Mr. 
Eskridge? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. What are they afraid of? They said they don't have 
protection. 

Commissioner HESBURGII. You have law officers in the county to 
protect you, right? You have sheriffs, chiefs of police, policemen? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. That is right, sir . 
Commissioner I-lEsnuRGH. Do these people protect Negroes at all? 
Mr. E SKRIDGE. They seem to be better now. The last sheriff came 

in, we hadn't had any violence, but before this last sheriff ca.me in ,,e 
had a deputy tha t eyery time he arrested a Negro he had to hit him 
and I have seen him going behind a prisoner and kicking him going 
to jail. 

Commissioner HESBURGII. These are all elected officials? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner I-lEsBuRGJI. If you folks had a vote they wouldn't be 

elected again? 
Mr. E SKRIDGE. They certainly wouldn't and they know it. 
Commissioner I-l ESBURG H. That's all. 
Chairman HA::--rXAJI. Commissioner Freeman? 
Commissioner F1IBDIAX. Mr. E skridge, during the past 30-odd years 

that you have not voted there have been many political campaigns? 
Mr. E SKRIDGE. There have. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Have candidates for office made speeches 

in and around the county of any kind, asking for people to vote for 
them? 

Mr. EsmnDGE. It's a very few people come to Carroll County. 
Sometime they come there. 

Commissioner FnEE)IAN. I s the sheriff elected? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. The sheriff is elected, but the sheriff don't make nny 

speeches. He just generally go around and canvass. Generally they 
not even make a speech. 

Commissioner FmrnMAN. They were not able to make a speech? 
Mr. E SKRIDGE. At least they don·t. I don't know when I have 

heard a sheriff speak in Ca,rroll County. Not when he was running. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. He's not the only elected official, is he? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I would vote for all the elected officials if I had a 

chance. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Now, the poll tax is the law of the State of 

Mississippi? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. That's r ight. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. And, all of the persons over certain nge are 

supposed to pay the poll tax? 
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Mr. ESKRIDGE. That's correct. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You indicated that when you went to pay 

the poll tax you were asked why you came? Is that correct? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Not when I went to pay my poll tax. It must have 

been when I went to register. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Do the officers try to get the people to pay 

the poll tax? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. "\Vell, they will ask every white person that come in 

there, and every Negro they won't say a word. I was in there paying 
taxes here in February, and every white person come in there, white 
woman especially they asked them about paying the tax. "\i\Then I 
paid my tax, they hand me just my t.ax receipt and didn't ask for 
a poll tax. Of course, mine was above the age, however, but I stopped 
it once and said, I want to pay poll tax for my wife and they gave me 
a poll tax receipt. 

Now, I have never had any trouble paying poll tax in Carroll 
County. Some have, but I have never had. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson? 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Mr. Eskridge, more than half of the 

population of Carroll County is Negro? 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. I think so. 
Vice Chairman PATIERSON. Do you think this is the basic reason 

why the white people of that county fear a Negro voter? 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. I think that's the main reason they fear the voter. 
Vice Chairman P ATIERSON. Do you think that is a valid reason? 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. I know it is not a valid reason, but from his point of 

view it is. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you think that's the basic motivating 

factor in him planting fear in you? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. That's right. 
Vice Chairman PATIERSON. Thank you. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mr. Eskridge, since this Goldsby decision 

of the court of appeals, what could they do in Carroll County in 
getting juries for criminal cases? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. Well, after the Goldsby case I guess that open the 
eyes just a little and the sheriff went out and asked, I believe it was 
a half dozen to come up there and register so he could clear the law. 

Commissioner GRrswOLD. Are those persons called for jury duty? 
Mr. EsKRIDGE. I think they were called, some of them were called 

once. I'm not positive. 
Commissioner GruswoLD. Do you know whether they have ever 

served on a jury? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. They haven't served. 
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Commissioner GRISWOLD. '\i\Thy have they not served? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Those that went up there, that was called, were soon 

dismissed, and why, I don 't know. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. As far as you know there has been no 

Negro juror in Carroll County even since the Goldsby case? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Not as I know of. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. That would seem to indicate that no per

son, white or colored in Carroll County, is safe. On that basis I would 
think it very likely that it is impossible to obtain any conviction of 
anyone for committ ing a crime in Carroll County. Do you have any 
thought about that? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. Well, as long as we set by and they convict them and 
we don't stop it, there's goi11g to be convictions. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. It looks to me as though Carroll County 
is a place where there is a license to anyone to commit crime freely. 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. '\i\Thite man, yes, sir. He can commit them freely. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Just one question, Mr. E skridge. 
When you registered in August of 1964, did you receive any assist

ance from anyone? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. I didn t have to take the test . I went into the Chan

cery clerk's office and told her I came to register and she asked me had 
I ever registered in Mississippi, and I told her I was a registered voter 
once in Carroll County and she got the books and checked and every
thing and brought them out and I registered, and I asked her for an 
age certificate and she brought that out . 

Mr. TAYLOR. Was this because the Department of Justice had taken 
some action ? 

Mr. ESKRIDGE. I don't think so. I never had too much trouble with 
them, no more than cutting my salary and what not. 

Chairman HANNAH. Further questions? 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mr. Eskridge, have you voted since regis

tering? 
Mr. ESKRIDGE. Now, we have a law in Mississippi I think you have 

to be registered 4 months, I believe it is, before you go to the poll, and 
this was in August, I believe it was, and it was about 3 months and, 
of course, I just didn't go this time but I'm going the next time. 

Chairman llANNAH. Any other questions? 
Thank you very much, Mr. Eskridge. 
You are excused. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mr. Jake Cain, accompanied by 

Miss Mildred Cain. 
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Chairman HANNAH. Mr. and Miss Caini 
Will you raise your right hand i 
(Whereupon, Mr.Jake Cain and Miss Mildred Cain were duly sworn 

by the Chairman and testified as :follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a seat, please. 
Mr. Taylor,youmayproceed with the questions. 

TESTIMONY OF JAKE -OAIN AND MISS MILDRED CAIN, CARROLL 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Cain, would you please give your full name and 
your address. 

Mr. CAIN. Jake Cain, Carrollton, Miss., Route 3, Box 39. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Carroll County, sir~ 
Mr. CAIN. I have lived in Carroll County 78 years, living in the 

same house I was born in. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you registered to vote, Mr. Cain i 
Mr. CAIN. Yes, sir. Sheriff o:f the County, Mr. John Tom Allen, 

he came and asked me to come; he wanted me as a juryman. 
He said, "Next time you are in Carrollton, I want you to go to the 

clerk's office and register." I told him I would. .And, the next time 
I was in Carrollton, I went into the clerk's office and told him why here 
I am, so he taken me into a side room to ourselves and he guided me 
through the registering. I had never registered. He read a part o:f 
the constitution, the words that I couldn't spell, why he spells them 
:for me. I wrote it out; he taken me back on into the clerk's office and 
stamped it and gave me a certificate. 

Mr. TAYLOR. This was in 1959, sir~ 
Mr. CAIN. In 1959~ 
Mr. T:A.YLOR. Were you ever called then as a jurori 
Mr. CAIN. I was. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What happened then~ 
Mr. CAIN. Well, I was called and asked, we were seated, the judge 

asked that after we were sworn in he asked questions and we answered 
questions. Then he asked had we ever been qualified, registered voters. 
I told him I registered but I never did vote. 

Mr. TAYLOR. What happened then i 
Mr. CAIN. Well, he said, you can stand on the side. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know o:f any other people, Mr. Cain, who 

registered in the same way thatyou were i 
Mr. CAIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. About how m!!,Ily ~ 
Mr. CA.IN. Well, I know three personally that lived I think-well, 

they lived in different beats, but I know Tommy Jobnson and Roger 
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Campbell personally. They are registered. Others in other beats that 
were registered t hat 1 didn't know so personally, but I know these three 
personally with myself. 

l\Ir. TAYLOR. H ave you ever tried to vote, Ur. Cain ? 
Mr. CAIN". No, neYer had. 
Mr. TA YLOR. Has anyone else tried that you know about~ 
Mr. CAIN. \Vell, I don't know positive that anyone more t han tho 

gentleman that just left the stand, he tried to vote, he sa id. l\Iy 
brother-in-law also t ri ed it about that time, but I don't know how he 
come along. 

:Mr. T AYLOR. Why have you not tried to rnte? 
Mr. CAIN. " ' ell, ,,e ,ms raised kind on the atmosphere that kept us 

under the fear of eYen asking, going up to vote. ' ow, after having 
registered and after Mr. John Tom asked me to come go register and 
I » ent and registered and that "·as in Hl59, Mr. Bennett was chancery 
clerk and l\Ir. J ohn Tom Allen was the sheriff of the town. \Yell, I 
asked Mr. Bennett as it was coming up to the 1!)60 election and I said, 
"did you al I register me that I can vote in the President elect ion?" 
I asked :Mr. Bennett, the chancery clerk, the one that registered me. 

"\Vell," he says, "I don 't know, I don't see why you couldn't vote as 
far as I am concerned. But, you might meet some opposit ion dmrn 
there. I tell you "·hat you do. rm out of it now." He was at tho 
time out as chancery clerk at that time. He said, "you go down there 
and ask Jolm Tom Allen, he is still in that business." But I "·an ted 
him since he guided me in the registering. I wanted him to gu ide me 
through the voting. I want him to go like he did when he regi stered 
me, for some protection. But, he wouldn't go, didn't go. H e told me 
to go alone. 

I might and I might not. 
l\Ir. TAYLOR. H arn you eYer talked to other Negroes in the county 

about registering any of your neighbors or anyone else? 
Mr. CAIN. 'Well, not much because I didn't register myself and I 

didn't talk to anyone about registering because I had some doubts in 
my mind that might come up. Something we could girn other places 
where they were having trouble, putting people in jail and having 
great trouble, a.nd I just feel like Carroll County is about the last 
county to ever pull anything good, and so I thought when the other 
counties kind of broke clown, I believe Carroll County would come on 
in and we would have someone to register. I spoke to my daughter 
there a few months ago, a few weeks ago, a month or ago better, it 
seems to have softened up some. I asked her if she \\·onlcl go and she 
said, "I about make up my mind but every time I go to the courthouse 
something tells me not to go in." But this time she says when she 
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went in to pay her tax, something told her to go into, so she went in 
and took the test, but how she came out, I couldn't tell you. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Miss Cain, you did attempt to register this time? 
Miss CAIN. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you ever gone to the courthouse before to try 

to register ? 
Miss CAIN. Yes, I have, but that was my first time to attempt to 

register. 
Mr. TAYLOR. You had gone to the courthouse before but had not 

gone in to register? 
Miss CAIN. I was afraid. 
Mr. TAYLOR. But, this time you decided to? 
Miss CAIN. I decided. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Cain, do you know about this incident at the 

courthouse about 80 years ago that Mr. Eskridge told me about? 
Mr. CAIN. Well, my father was in that riot or mob or whatever 

they would call it because the white people said that it was a riot, 
but the older folks said it was a mob, I know my father was shot 
through and through. He was shot back under his left breast there 
and it come out under his shoulder blade there, the bullet hole; I mean 
the scar showed on his, just under his left shoulder blade, and his 
brother were killed on the steps of the courthouse at the same time. 
My father said he jumped from the upper stair, upper deck, down 
and ran until he ran to the corporate limits of the town, and thereby 
he fell, but he did recover, God knows it. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Cain. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Can I ask you, Miss Cain, if you were 

successful in getting registered like your father? 
Miss CAIN. No. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. You didn't get as much help? 
Miss CAIN. No, but they was very nice about it. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. How long ago was that, Miss Cain? 
Miss CAIN. That has been about 3 weeks ago. 
Commissioner HESnunGH. Oh, you will prnbably hear then. 
Mr. Cain, I'm surprised you didn't try to vote because you have 

been around a long time. I should think you would want to vote. 
Mr. CAIN. Yes, sir, I have been here a long time. 
Commissioner fusnunGH. Are you paying taxes? 
Mr. CAIN. Paying taxes from 21 up until I was exempt. 
Commissioner fus1mRGH. You know the basic idea of this country, 

you pay taxes and you get an idea to vote and see how they are being 
used. 
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Mr. CAIN. I would be glad to vote. 
Commissioner fusBURGH. You are registered and a senior i::itizen 

and you have every right to vote and you just ought to go and vote. 
Mr. CAIN. Well, I think in the next voting, I think I will attempt 

anyway. I will go to the polls. Whether they accept me or not. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Do you think something could happen 

to you, someone would do something to you at your age, if you tried 
to vote? 

Mr. CAIN. I don't know what happens in different places would 
happen to me or not, but we learn, these incidents are happening and 
they are happening until this day. There is plenty of it happening 
yet in Alabama right now. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. Tell me, fr. Cain, is there a good deal
this is a quest.ion for my ignorance because I never lived here-is 
there a good deal of conversation in the Negro community about inci
dents of violence against Negroes? 

Mr. C L\IN. Well, it is quieting down to some extent now. They 
have seemingly sort of softened up now. On the arrests I notice 
now they don't use clubs, they don't use their feet. They will a1Test 
people and jail them but they don't club them and kick them this past 
year like they have in the past. 

It use to be hardly that a colored person was arrested that he wasn't 
maybe clubbed. Now, Mr. Allen was a very nice sheriff, I think as 
good a sheriff we have had. I never lmown him to have trouble 
arresting people or e, en beating people or knocking people, but the 
deputy sheriffs there mostly are the ones that do the clubbing or 
kicking or what not. 

Now, Mr. Allen never did kick nobody and never had nobody ar
rested kicked. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. Does the sheriff try to control his 
deputies? 

Mr. CLuN. Well, I don't know. 
Commissioner HESBURGII. But, you think there is less fear now than 

there was say 5, 10, 15 years ago·? 
Mr. CAIN. Yes, sir, much less. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. "\:Vouldn't that be a good idea for the 

Negro community to go out and try to vote now? 
Mr. CAIN. I think it would. 
Commissioner fusnunm-r. You are an elder citizen. I hope you 

encourage them. 
Mr. CAIN. Thank you. 
Commissioner HESBURGH. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. l\frs. Freeman? 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Cain, there are almost 3,000 Negroes 
in Carroll County of voting age. Yet, you say whenever you go, if 
you would try, that you would have to ha,ve some protection. Are 
you saying that there is nobody in that community, no law enforce
ment officer that the people of that community feel they could look to 
for that protection i 

Mr. CAIN. Well, I feel within myself at my age, and the length of 
time I have lived in Ca,rroll County, I don't believe anyone would do 
anything to me unless he would tell me to just turn my back from the 
poll. He might turn me back and tell me not to vote. I don't feel 
anyone would club me or nothing like that, because I have lived there 
as a loyal citizen for all these years and I don't feel there is a white 
man in Carroll County that would come up and kick me or hit me 
or knock me. I don't feel that way. I would be mighty surprised. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Then it is not for fear of injury to your
selfi 

Mr. CAIN. No. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. But, the other people are afraid, is tlmt 

what you are sa,ying i 
Mr. CAIN. The younger people, I don't know what they go into if 

they all went to the polls in groups. I said since they have allowed 
them to come in one by one, I feel we ought to continually drop in 
one by one until we see how far we can go and if they are qua,lifying, 
why continue on without help, if they are accepted. But, I don't 
know whether 8,Ilybody qualified or not. But, as long as no violence, 
as long as they a,re as my daughter said they were with her, I feel we 
ought to continually advise our younger people and the people, un
registered people, to continue to go in one by one and not in groups 
because I feel like if they go up there in throngs, why something might 
ha,ppen. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Miss Cain, if you did not pass, you plan to 
go backi 

Miss CAIN. Yes, I do pfan to go back. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dea,n Griswold. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Miss Ca,in, are you employed i 
Miss CAIN. Yes, I am. 
Commissioner GruswoLD. What is your employment i 
Miss CAIN. I am a cosmetologist. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. You started to register, you say, 3 weeks 

agoi 
Miss CAIN. I did. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. You have not yet been advised as to 

whether you passed or not i 
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Miss CAIN. No, I haven't. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Were you told to come back sometime to 

find out? 
Miss CAIN. She told me after finishing that it would be published 

3 weeks, but that wa s al l. 
Comrnisioner GmswoLD. She said it "·ould be published? 
Miss CAIN. Published 3 weeks in the Conservative. 
Commissioner G,nswoLD. That means it "·ould be published in the 

newspaper or posted on the courthouse door? 
Miss CAIN. Conservative, newspaper, weekly paper. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. If you are successful in registering, do 

you expect to vote? 
Miss C,uN. Yes, I do. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. vV1rnt education have you had? 
Miss C,ux. H igh school, 1 year of beauty co1lege. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you recall what section of the consti

tution you were asked to interpret? 
Miss CAIN. 150. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you think, yourself, that you made a 

good interpretation of section 150? 
Miss CAIN. I think I did. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Were there any other difficulties presented 

in connection " ·ith your registering? Do you think you filled out the 
other portions of the blanks satisfactorily? 

Miss CAIN. The best of my knowledge. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Did other Negroes seek to register at 

about the time that you did? 
Miss CAIN. No, I "·ent alone. 
Commissioner GRis,rnLD. Do you lrnon· whether others have sought 

to register within the past months ? 
Miss CAIN. I haYe heard talk of some planning to go, but whether 

they have gone, I do not kno,,. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. As I understand it, you ,,ent to register 

not because of any outside urging but because you had long thought 
about it and final ly scre,Yecl up your courage to the place where you 
thought you would go in and try it? 

Miss CAIN. That's true-other than my father have mentioned it to 
me and then there have been other names in the paper since I have 
went up there. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have you heard of any Negroes who have 
actually passed the test and completed registration in the past several 
weeks? 

Miss CAIN. No. 

770- 805--65-8 
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Commissioner GRISWOLD. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin ? 
Commissioner RANKIN. Miss Cain, you have talked about register

ing; haven't you? 
Miss CAIN. Yes, I have. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And, it is fear that keeps them from trying 

to register? Is that correct? 
Miss CAIN. That's correct. 
Commissioner RANKIN. In each instance? 
Miss CAIN. That's correct. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Do you agree with your father that it's 

better to go one by one than for a group to go down? 
Miss CAIN. Well, I agree maybe more than one by one, but I 

wouldn't--
Comm.issioner RANKIN. You would like to have had somebody 

with you; is that right? 
Mis.s CAIN. 1iVell, I wasn't alone because I had prayed, and I believed 

that Somebody was with me. That's why I had the courage that I had 
when I went there. But, I do believe that they could go in more than 
one, at least about four or five, so it wouldn't prolong the registration. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Do you also believe that the objection to 
Negroes registering is due to the fact that the majority of the county's 
population is Negro? Is that the reason, do you think? 

Miss CAIN. I believe that is part, but I don't think that is it fully. 
Commissioner RANKIN. What's the rest? 
Miss CAIN. I believe there is, well, the number has something to do 

with it and then there is-I just couldn't hardly explain it. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson? 
Vice Chairman PNrrERSON. Mr. Cain, ,rn have heard some conflict 

in testimony here today. ,Ve have heard some witnesses say that they 
live in a climate of fear. We have heard some other witnesses say 
they can't imagine how that could be, but we have heard one general 
theme running through it, all witnesses including you, and that's that 
there's a change under way. 

Mr. CAIN. Yes, sir. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Some witnesses have said that the change 

has reached further than others. You say that at least they don t club 
you and kick you quite as much when they arrest you. But, now I 
want to ask you a question from your light of wisdom at the age of 78 
looking back on your life. 

Mr. CAIN. Yes, sir. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Your father was shot in Carroll County? 
Mr. CAIN. That's right. 
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Vice Chairman PATrERSON. You say you have lived under the fear 
there for your life? 

Mr. CAIN. That's right. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. ·what kind of life would you like your 

daughter there to live in Carroll County and what changes would you 
like to see made; what sort of life would you like to think she's going to 
have? 

Mr. CAIN. Well, I feel when we all qualify as registered voters and 
can go to the poll, I feel that we will be looked upon as any other 
citizen, of the State of Mississippi, or even the United States, and 
until we can get to the poll, I feel we won't never be considered as 
citizens of even Carroll County. 

Chairman I-L\.NNAH. Mr. Cain, you said you were a farmer. Do you 
own your own farm? 

Mr. CAIN. I do. 
Chairman HANNAH. How large is the farm? 
Mr. CAIN. ·well, I have 185 acres in the farm now. 
Chairman HANNAH. "\iVhat's the principal crop on your farm? 
Mr. CAIN. ·well, I raise cattle, feed for cattle, and little cotton. 

have a few acres of cotton that a man works on the place. 
Chairman HANNAH. You said that you were living in the house 

in which you were born 78 years ago? 
Mr. CAIN. That's right. 
Chairman HANNAH. Did you inherit all this farm? Was the 185 

acres inherited from your father or have you purchased part of it? 
Mr. CAIN. I purchased part of it and my brother and myself bought 

out my father before he even passed. And, we have divided thti 
place and I have added other 78 acres to my part of it. 

Chairman HANNA.II. Can you make a living from 185 acres in Car
roll County? 

Mr. CAIN. Yes, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do you do this all by yourself? Do you have 

sons or people that will help you? 
Mr. CAIN. Well, my sons and daughters all grown and all gone. 

This is the only one I have in the State. This is the baby girl, the 
only one that I have in the State, and I live alone now and lost my 
wife in 1962, with cancer. But, I haven't broken up from the old 
home place yet. My health is getting very frail. I reckon I will have 
to give it up because I don't have health. 

Chairman HANNAH. But, you are still farming the entire farm 
yourself? 

Mr. CAIN. Well, I don't farm myself. I rents out the land. I rent 
it out on shares. I raise cattle, black angus cattle, myself. I kind of 

I 
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take care of the cattle and keep up the pasture and feed my cattle 
through the winter and feed myself. 

Chairman HANNAH. The sons and daughters, your other children 
that have left home, have they left Mississippi i 

Mr. CAIN. Yes. I have one .in Indianapolis, Ind., and I have one 
in Chicago. 

Chairman HANNAH. I have no further questions. Are there any 
other questions~ 

Mr. Taylor~ 
Mr. TAYLOR. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, Mr. Cain, and Miss 

Cain. You're excused. 
Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, the final county for the day is Tate 

County, and I would like to ask Mr. Humpstone to giv.e us a brief 
introduction for that county. 

Chairman HANNAH. All right, Mr. Humpstone. 
Mr. HuMPSTONE. Tate County is in the northwest corner of Missis

sippi, the northern edge of the Delta county. 
Total population of the county in 1963 was estimated at 21,000 per

sons, of whom 57 percent were Negro. As of January 1964 almost 
70 percent of the 4,500 voting age whites in the county were registered 
voters, while none of the 4,300 voting age Negroes were registered. 

Tate is a rural county. Its largest community, Senatobia, had a 
population in 1959 of about 3,300. Two-thirds of the Negroes and 
one-third of the whites are employed on or operate farms. 

Residents of Tate County are poorer than Mississippians as a whole. 
The median income for white families in 1959 was about $3,500; for 
Negro families, about $900. 

In 1959 the median education level of Negroes was completion of 
the fifth grade; for whites, completion of the tenth grade. In the 
school year 1960-61, the Tate County School District spent about 
$170 for each white child and less than $100 for each Negro child. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thank you, Mr. Humpstone. 
Mr. Taylor, would you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witnesses are Mr. Adell Davis and Mr. Edgar 

Burton. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Davis and Mr. Burton~ 
Gentlemen, will you raise your right hands. 
(Whereupon, Mr. Adell Davis and Mr. Edgar Burton were duly 

sworn:by the Chairman and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a seat, gentlemen. Mr. Taylor, you may 

proceed with the questioning. 
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TESTIMONY OF ADELL DA VIS AND EDGAR BURTON, TATE COUNTY, 
MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Davis, would you give us your full name, your 
address, and your occupation? 

Mr. DAVIS. Adell Davis, Senatobia., Miss., Roule 1, Box 136. I'm 
a farmer. I'm also employed with the Ddense Supply Agency, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Ta.te County? 
Mr. DAVIS. All my life. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you serve in the Armed Forces ? 
Mr. DAVIS. I did. 
Ur. TAYLOR. ·when was this? 
Mr. D.\ n s. It ,, as from 1944 to 1946. 
Mr. TAYLOR. D iel you serve overseas? 
Mr. DAvis. I did. 
l\Ir. TAYLOR. Did you have any decorations ? 
Mr. DAvis. Asia.tic Pacific and Goocl Conduct Medal. Honorable 

discharge, possibly; that's all. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you kno"·, Mr. Drwis, ,Yhcther there were any 

Negroes registered to 1v.ote in Tate County before 1964? 
~fr. DAVIS. I ot that I lmow of. 
l\fr. TAYLOR. Do you have an opinion about why there were none 

reg istered? 
l\Ir. DAVIS. I feel that it was fear, main ly. 
l\fr. TAYLOR. Were they afraid of anything specifically? 
1\lr. DAVIS. I believe there has been a time when they were afraid 

of the ]aw enforcement officers and also possibly their nearby ,rhite 
citizens. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Are you registered to vote now, sir? 
1\fr. DAVIS. I am. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When dicl you decide to try to register? 
Mr. DAVIS. vVell, I began to \\'ant to register at the time I came out 

of the Army in 1946 but I didn't have in mind of making any effort 
until 1960. Thafs right, 1960. I paid my poll tax receipt as of 1960. 
Up until that time it was just added to the tax bill that ,ms given to 
us. But, in 1961 they did not give it to us and I failed to ask for it. 
I wasn't aware that I hadn't paid it until possibly, well, it was up on 
into the year. 

Mr. TAYLOR. And then did you decide to try in 1964? 
Mr. DAVIS. Well, I did. I waited until I had paid two poll tax 

receipts and then I was minded to try again. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What made you decide to try? 
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Mr. DAVIS. Well, I wanted to become a registered voter. I felt 
that-actually I "·ould feel more like a citizen of my community. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Once you had made a decision to try to register what 
did you do? 

Mr. DAVIS. I talked it over with friends of mine, especially in Mem
phis, Tenn., that had already gone in and voted. In other words, 
they were registered voters. I had got some idea from them and then 
I was advised that possibly the first thing we should have was an 
organized group. And, with that I returned home and we got that 
underway, the organized group, and in that group we decided a 
solution by which we would go and register. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you then just v;-alk down to the polls to register or 
did you talk to someone else before you registered ? 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, I went to a white man that I estimated to be 
possibly a friend and I consulted with him, and he, in terms, told me 
that I should consult about five of the leading white men in my 
community. 

Mr. TAYLOR. And did you? 
Mr. DAVIS. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What happened when you did? 
Mr. DAVIS. All but one said that they thought I was doing the right 

thing, to try to register, and I was also complimented for coming in 
that way instead of getting a great group and going down. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you feel it was necessary to talk to the whlte 
leaders before you went down to register? 

Mr. DAVIS. After I was advised to do that, I felt that it was 
necessary. 

Mr. TAYLOR. What happened when you went to register? 
Mr. DAVIS. ·when I went, before I went to register, I went back and 

told the first man that I went to, what had happened, and what was 
told me pertaining to it, and he in turn said that, "I'll send you to one 
more mrin," and he said, "I'll advise you to do that;" and when I had 
gone to this man he told me that the registrar was looking for me, 
justgo right on in and register. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Then you went down to take the test? 
Mr. DAVIS. That's right. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you pass the test? 
Mr. DA VIS. I did. 
Mr. T1c\YLOR. Have you made any attempt to persuade other people 

in Tate County to register since then? 
Mr. DAVIS. I have. 
I have talked to them personally and also in some small groups 

and advising them that I thought it was necessary the Negroes in Tate 
County register and become registered voters. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Have any of the officials of the county encouraged 
registration? 

Mr. DAVIS. Mainly the sheriff have. In one of the meetings I spoke 
of, he met us in one of those meetings, and he, in terms, encouraged 
that all Negroes that wanted to vote-but he felt they should make 
up their own minds, and he would offer them the protection of the law. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How many people do you think have taken the test 
since you did? 

Mr. DAVIS. I feel that in the middle 40's. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you have an idea about how many have passed? 
Mr. DA VIS. Possibly the late 20's have passed the test. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Now that you and other people have registered to 

vote, do you think this means that all other Negroes of voting age 
in the county feel free to register? 

Mr. DAVIS. I don't think they feel free to register for the reason 
a lot that go down that possibly have more education than I had and 
they failed the test. I think that caused them embarrassment and 
I don't think they understand that how a person can live in a com
munity and obey the law anywhere from 40 to 75 years and then can't 
pass a test for registration. 

Mr. TAYLOR. But, you are going to continue to encourage people to? 
Mr. DA v1s. I intend to. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Burton, may I ask you a few questions. 
Mr. BURTON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. ·would you give your full name and address and oc

cupation for the record. 
Mr. BURTON. My name is Edgar Burton and I'm a farmer and 

blacksmith, and my address is Coldwater, Route 2, Box 122. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Tate County? 
Mr. BURTON. All my life. That's a good many years, too. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you talk with Mr. Davis about consulting a white 

leader before registering? 
Mr. BURTON. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you advise him to do that? 
Mr. BURTON. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why did you? 
Mr. BURTON. I thought it was advisable and I had a reason for 

thinking that, that it was advisable, as to kind of get the consent of 
the leaders of the county, and I knew the leaders of the county pretty 
well since I was a native; I knew them pretty well and I wasn't 
afraid of them. I wasn't afraid of them hitting me and I thought it 
would be advisable to go and talk with them, and he went and talked 
with them as he said. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Have you registered to vote i 
Mr. BURTON. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When was thaU 
Mr. BURTON. I registered to vote on the 3d day of August, 1964. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you intend to vote now that you are registered 

to vote~ 
Mr. BURTON. I plan to. 
Mr. TAYLOR. No further questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh. 
Commissioner IfusBURGH. Mr. Davis, you and Mr. Burton speak 

about going to see these white people about whether or not you can 
register. What types of persons were they in the community'~ Were 
they land owners of large estates or what was the nature of these 
white people~ 

Mr. DAVIS. The first man I went to, he was a banker. He was the 
president of a bank. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. I see. 
Mr. DAVIS. And, he in turn sent me to the circuit clerk, to the 

sheriff, to the deputy, and also a rich man in the community; well, 
he pointed me to two rich men in the community but I only went to one. 

Commissioner IfuSBURGH. Do you think it's up to people like this 
to tell Negroes whether or not they have a right to vote~ 

Mr. DAVIS. I don't feel so. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Did you have to see these people when 

you went in the Army about whether or not you had to go in the 
Army~ 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. I can see you did what you thought you 

had to do to get registered, and you are registered and maybe we 
ought to be happy about that, but it would seem to me that it is in 
the very nature of our country, .and what the country stands for, that 
nobody gives you this right because they have money, or because they 
have power, or because they happen to be sheriff. You have the right 
because you are a citizen of the United States. 

Anybody who presumes to tell you you don't have the right, is 
against the law, you are not against the law-and he ought to be in 
real trouble with the law and nobody ought to presume to tell you 
or anybody in the United States that they are letting you register. 
You have that as a right of your citizenship and you shouldn't have 
to ask anybody to do that as long as you have the power to do that. 

Excuse the speech. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman~ 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Davis, during all o:f these years up 
until HJ64 that there are over 4,000 Negroes in the community of vot
ing age, are you saying that nobody at any time tried to vote? 

Mr. DAVIS. I understand possibly 14 or 12 years ago voting registra
tion ,rns tried by a number o:f Negroes in that county but they :failed. 

Commissioner FREEl\IAN. I would like to know, i:f you will tell us a 
little more in detail, " ·hat is it in that community that would keep 
everybody :from even trying? 

Mr. DAVIS. I believe I stated earlier that I thought possibly it was 
:fear. 

Until the last sheriff election we had violence in our law officials and 
I feel that most people feared that. Al though I :feared it some, but 
I :felt someone had to stick their neck out and therefore I had made up 
in my mind to take "hat come. I intended to try to register. 

Commissioner FREE)IA:--, . How many teachers are in your county? 
Just an estimate? 

Mr. DAVIS. Possibly 50 or 60, I would estimate. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Negro teachers? 
Mr. DAVIS. That's rjght . 
Commissioner FREHL\K. They all have been trained teachers? 
Mr. DA VIS. That's right. 
Commissioner FrmDIAX. They have completed the necessary train-

ing, school and college? 
Mr. DAVIS. Yes, ma'am. 
Commissioner FrmE::1rAN. And, not even they have tried? 
Mr. DAVIS. As o:f now to my knowledge we have seven teachers have 

gone in but none o:f them went in in time for the presidential election in 
November. I un derstand that I " ·ere the only Negro in the county 
that was eligible to vote for the presiclental election . 

Commissioner FnEEl\IAN. Did you vote in November? 
Mr. DAVIS. I did. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold? 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. ,vas this effort which resulted in getting 

you and Mr. Burton and apparently some others registered, was that 
entirely a local effort as a result of the activities by you and your 
fri ends and acquaintances in T ate County? 

Mr. DAVIS. It was. It was locally, it was solely locally. We didn't 
have any advisors to come in from any place until about 2 months after 
I ,vere registered. Then the COFO workers came in our section. 

Commissioner GruswoLD. Have they been conducting registration 
activity since they came in? 

Mr. DAVIS. They came in for that purpose and they tried to get a 
number o:f Negroes to cooperate with them until they found that we 
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already had a program going and instead of them using their program, 
they lined up with us in our program. 

I think they have done a good job. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you regard them as a help to you in 

your program? 
Mr. DAVIS. I do. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you regard them as a constructive 

influence in your community? 
Mr. DA v1s. I think lot of people still fear them. 
Commissioner GruswoLD. That's all. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin? 
Commissioner RANKIN. Do Negroes serve on juries in your cotmty? 
Mr. DAVIS. Not that I know of. 
Commissioner RANKIN. You don't know of a single Negro ever 

serving on a jury in Tate County? 
Mr. DAVIS. Sure don't. 
Commissioner RANKIN. You don't think the willingness to let a 

few Negroes register is to meet the objection found in the Goldsby 
case, that we must have some Negroes on juries to make the trial stand 
up in a Federal Court? 

Mr. DAvrs. I feel that that was possibly our way of getting in, that 
they had to have some Negro registered. 

Commissioner RANKIN. But, you mentioned the fact that there has 
been also, in addition to that, some change in sentiment in your county, 
am I correct? 

Mr. DAvrs. That's right. I think the atmosphere--
Commissioner RANKIN. And a growing willingness for Negroes to 

register? 
Mr. DAVIS. I haven't heard of anyone that would object to Negroes 

to register. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson? 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. I believe you said, though, Mr. Davis, 

that you have encouraged others to attempt to register and they have 
not done so out of fear; is this right ? 

Mr. DAvrs. Some have, some have not. 
Vice Chairman P ATTERSON. ,, hy would they feel fear when you 

asked them to go in and they know that you went in with the 
sheriff's invitation ? w·hy don't they go in when you ask them? 

Mr. DAVIS. Possibly I don't ham the influence over them possibly 
that I should. Too, I think maybe some of our local white people 
will tell me one thing and tell another person another thing. 

And, I think possibly their fear could come from the other side 
of the picture a.nd not the side that was told me. 
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Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you think you had as hard a section 
of the constitution to interpret as some of the witnesses who have been 
here today have shown? 

Mr. DAVIS. Possibly I did. I had section 14. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Section 14. 
One final question. You said you came out of the Army in 1945 

with a desire to vote. 
Mr. DAvis. 1946. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. 1946. '\Vell, 18 years later you finally 

got registered. 
Mr. DAVIS. That's right. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. What did you feel during these 17 years? 
Mr. DAVIS. I felt less than a citizen. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Davis, I think you indicated that you had 

part-time employment in Memphis? 
Mr. DAVIS. I have full-time employment in Memphis. 
Chairman HANNAH. But you still live on a farm ? 
Mr. DA VIS. That's right. 
Chairman HANNAH. And, you operate the farm too? 
Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir, I do. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Burton, are you a full-time farmer? 
Mr. BURTON. No, sir, I blacksmith partly. 
Chairman HANNAH. Is that in Memphis or another place? 
Mr. BURTON. At home on the farm. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do you have any guess as to what fraction of 

the Negroes in Tate County are farmers? 
Mr. BURTON. A large percentage of them are. They was until 

recently until they cleaned them up. What I mean, clean them up, 
their planters got rid of them. 

Chairman HANNAH. You are talking about sharecroppers? 
Mr. BURTON. Yes, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. How many Negroes that you know of own 

sizable farms? Do you know some Negroes in Tate County that have 
pretty good-sized farms? 

Mr. BURTON. Yes, I know of some. 
Chairman HANNAH. Successful farmers? 
Mr. BURTON. Very successful farmers, yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. What's the largest farm that you know of 

that's owned by a Negro in approximate acreage? 
Mr. BURTON. Let me see. I reckon maybe, the Vondeen the 

neighborhood, district just below me, the Vondeen is one of them. 
Chairman HANNAH. vVould you guess how large a farm he operates? 
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Mr. BURTON. I think he has something better than 300 acres, 
something better than 300 acres. 

Chairman HANNAH. Is there a tendency for the farmlands in Tate 
County to be gathered together in larger acreages with the result that 
the Negro farmers are having increasing difficulty in making a living 
on the farm? Are the Negro farmers being squeezed out of Tate 
County? It has nothing to do with race, is it just because they lack 
land? 

Mr. BURTON. Yes, sir, they squeeze him some this time because he 
had about 250 acres or 260 acres rented and they freeze him out of 
there. He had something like 300 acres or little better of his own and 
200 some acres rented and they freeze him out of that. 

Chairman HANNAH. What's the Negro farmer do who doesn't have 
a farm large enough so he can make a living? Where does he look 
for a job in Tate County? What does he do? 

Mr. BURTON. ·some of them take to the little towns, little towns, 
Senatobia-well, Coldwater have a place where they can get employ
ment there. The record plant. Of course, there is a little employ
ment at Senatobia but not very much. The places in Senatobia, is 
most purely white. They are getting a little better now. I think 
there is a couple colored folks in one of those plants. They ha.ve two 
plants there. 

Chairman HANNAH. This is probably an unfair question but the 
point is sometimes made that the Negroes leave Mississippi and some 
of the other Southern States because of their inability to vote or regis
ter or receive reasonable treatment and then folks on the other side 
say well, they lea.ve Mississippi and other southern States but they 
lea.ve because there's no opportunity for them to make an adequate 
living and they have to migrate somewhere else. Do you have any 
comment on tha.t? 

Mr. BURTON. There is a whole lot more truth than poetry in that. 
Lots of them lea.ve there because they don't ha.ve a chance to make a 
living. They don't ha.ve a home of their own and they freeze them 
out, and of course, they have to go to Memphis or Chicago or some
where and make a living. 

Chairman HANNAH. There's a considerable number of Negroes 
moving out of Tate County. 

Mr. BURTON. Well, they have kind of slowed down now, but the 
last few years there has been a considerable amount of them. They 
have been.almost forced to move. 

Chairman HANNAH. Any other questions? 
Mr. Rogerson? 
Mr. ROGERSON. Mr. Burton, do you happen to remember the section 

of the constitution that you had to interpret when you registered? 
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Mr. BURTON. I think it was 15, I believe it was 15. 
Mr. RoGERSON. 15? 
Mr. BURTON. 15. I'm not positive, but I think it was 15. 

fr. ROGERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman lL<\.NNAH. Mr. Taylor, do you have any questions? 
Mr. TAYLOR. Nothing further. 
Mr. BURTON. I didn't have any trouble. 
Chairman H ANNAH. You were notified promptly you had passed? 
Mr. BURTON. That lady told me that clay. 
Chairman HANNAH. Immediately? 
Mr. BURTON. Right then and there, and I signed the ledger that 

day. The day I passed, then I signed the ledger. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any other questions? 
Father Hesburgh? 
Commissioner HESBURGH. I would like to ask our general counsel 

a question because I am a little confused. 
Some people are told right away that they are registered. Some 

people are not told at all. Some apparently go back to find out. 
What is the law ? 

Mr. T AYLOR. The law, sir, is that there is a 30-day waiting period 
and there's no requirement that the circuit clerk or registrar inform 
anybody. The usual way is for a person to come back to find out 
whether he registered to vote. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Is he required to pay a fee? Didn't some
body testify he had to pay $2 in order to get a report? 

Mr. TAYLOR. This apparently differs from county to county. We 
have heard testimony that some registrars charge a fee for furnishing 
a copy of one's a.pplication form. 

Chairman HANNAH. You paid nothing when you came to register? 
Mr. BURTON. No, sir; no, sir. I just, she gave me a receipt. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rogerson? 
Mr. ROGERSON. I want to follow up, Mr. Davis. Were you told you 

successfully registered on the same day? 
Mr. DAVIS. Immediately. 
Mr. ROGERSON. Immediately, and you received some kind of cer-

tificate and signed the books? 
Mr. DAVIS. I signed the register. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions? 
Mr. Taylor, do you have further questions? 
Mr. TAYLOR. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. You are excused, gentlemen. 
(Witnesses excused.) 
Thank you very much. 
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Do you propose to call additional witnesses? 
Mr. TAYLOR. No, I do not. 
Chairman H ANNAH. Ladies and gentlemen, it's now getting to

wards 5 o'clock. We have completed the testimony for Tate County 
and the hearing will recess until 9 o'clock tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon, at 4 :35 p.m. the hearing was recessed until 9 :00 a.m. 
the :following day.) 
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Also present: Howard W. Rogerson, Acting Staff Director; William 
L. Taylor, General Counsel; Samuel J. Simmons, Director of Field 
Services; Warren I. Cikins, special assistant to the Staff Director; 
M. Carl Holman, Information Officer; Michael Finkelstein, Assistant 
General Counsel; Charles Humpstone, staff attorney; Roy Littlejohn, 
staff attorney; Richard Bellman, sta!f attorney; Brian Olmstead, staff 
attorney; Edwin Wolf, staff attorney; John Birkle, Financial Man
agement Officer; Robert Amidon, Chief of Investigations; Alan Marer, 
staff attorney, Department of Justice. 

PROCEEDINGS 

Chairman HANNAH. This hearing of the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights will come to order. 

Mr. Taylor, will you call the first witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, the first county from which we are 

hearing witnesses this morning is Tallahatchie County, and I will ask 
Mr. Humpstone to give us some brief background information on that 
county. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Humpstone? 
Mr. HuMPSTONE. Tallahatchie County is a rural county in the north

ern part of the State about 30 miles east of the Mississippi River. The 
total population of the county in 1963 was estimated at 25,000, of whom 
about two-thirds were Negro. 

About 87 percent of the 5,100 voting age whites are registered to 
vote, while about .26 percent of the 6,500 voting age Negroes are 
registered. On June 24, 1964, the Tallahatchie County registrar was 
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ordered by a Federal court to register all Negroes who could write 
the preliminary responses on the Mississippi registration form, not 
including the constitutional interpretation test or the citizenship 
test. Thus :far 64 Negroes have attempted to do so. This is in contrast 
with nearly 900 Negroes who registered in Panola County since its 
decree was signed in May of1964. 

Seventy-six percent o:f the Negroes and 38 percent of the whites are 
involved in agriculture. The median income for white families in 
Tallahatchie County in 1959 was $2,900; the median for Negro families 
was$1,100. 

The median education level for Negroes is 4th grade, .for whites, 
10th grade, 

In the school year 1960-61, the Tallahatchie County School District 
spent about $175 for each white child and about $110 for each Negro 
child. 

Chairman HANNAH. Where is Panola County i 
Mr. HUMPSTONE. Just north of Tallahatchie, just across the border. 
Chairman HANNAH. Thank you, sir. 
Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witnessi 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mr. James Henry Rayburn. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rayburn, will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, Mr. James Henry Rayburn was duly sworn by the 

Chairman and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair, sir. 
Mr. Taylor, will you proceed. 

TESTIMONY OF JAMES HENRY RAYBURN, TALLAIIATCHIE 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Rayburn, will you please give your full name, your 
address and your occupation i 

Mr. RAYBURN. James Rayburn, Post Office Box 222, Charleston, 
Miss. Farmer. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Rayburn, are you registered to vote i 
Mr. RAYBURN. I am. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When did you registed 
Mr. RAYBURN. In 1962-63. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you tried to vote since you registered i 
Mr. RAYBURN. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When was that i 
Mr. RAYBURN. In 1963. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What happened when you tried to vote i 
Mr. RAYBURN. I went to the poll to vote and borrowed a car and 

drove down to the poll to vote and when I drove up on the ground, 
and got out o:f the car, a white gentleman came out and asked me 
where I was going. I told him I was going to vote, and he said, well, 
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you won't vote here, and he began to curse. And, I stood for a few 
minutes and looked at him, and finally I passed on into the building. 
"When I gotten in the building a gentleman came and met me and 
asked me what did I want? I told him that I came to vote, and he 
said, "The man, the main man, is not here now," and said, "Follow me." 

He came to the door, walked back to the door and said, "You go 
out there and sit under a tree and wait out there under that tree." 
And I stood and looked at him and said, "Under the tree?" He said, 
"Yes, go out there and wait under the tree." And I walked off, and 
the man that challenged me as I was going in, he challenged me 
again and this time he had a stick with a piece of iron on it. 

He asked me where did I live. I told him. Asked me my name. 
I told him. He said, "I'll make sure"-he cursed again-"that you 
won't vote no more. You vote now, you won't vote any more." 

I looked at him for a few minutes, stood there for a few minutes, 
and I gotten in the car and drove off, and someone drove out behind 
me, followed me. I didn't go home. I went on back to Charleston 
and he drove near to tp.e bridge and that's the last place I seen him, 
and I went back on into Charleston. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you try to vote in this past year. November 1964? 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us why not? 
Mr. RAYBURN. Well, this place where I voted at in Dogwood Flat, 

there wasn't anyone to register to vote that time, but me, and I went 
by myself there the first time. In case I had to go again, I didn't care 
to go by myself, and therefore I didn't try until I ·could get a better 
understanding about the situation. 

Mr. TAYLOR. The place, the polling place where you vote, is that 
not the same place where you go to register? 

Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. You register where? 
Mr. RAYBURN. At the courthouse in Charleston. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And, this place that you went to vote--
Mr. RAYBURN. Is in Beat 3. Dogwood Flat, out 5 miles from 

Charleston. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you done anything, Mt. Rayburn, to encourage 

other people to register in Tallahatchie County? 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes, I try. I talked with them and they are just 

actually afraid. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why do you think they have not registered~ What are 

they afraid of~ 
Mr. RAYBURN. No certain number of things. Afraid of being 

intimidated, and afraid of being possibly beaten up or most anything. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you told anybody about what happened to you

when you went to the polling place¥ 
7r.O-S05-65-9 
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Mr. RAYBURN. I told only two persons, no more. For this reason, 
I didn't tell anyone else because it wasn't going to help the caus~. 
Soon as they find out, they stopped Rayburn, they didn't let him vote, 
that's no need in we trying. So that's why I held my peace until I 
could get better information. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Rayburn, why do you want to vote i 
Mr. RAYBURN. Because I am a citizen in Tallahatchie County. I 

was born at the place I am in now and have been there for 63 years. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thankyou. 
Chairman HANN.AH. Mr. Rayburn, did you have any trouble when 

you registered in the first place i 
Mr. RAYBURN. 'No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. You took the test and interpreted the section 

of the constitution and passed i 
Mr.RAYBURN. Yes,sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh i 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Mr. Rayburn, were there any other white 

people voting when you went to the polls¥ 
Mr. RAYRURN. Yes, sir; yes, sir. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. The only people you had to deal with were 

the man that met you outside and the man that met you inside¥ 
Mi-. RAYBURN. That's right. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. And the white people were voting while 

this was going on~ 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes. 
Commissioner "llisBURGH. Is there any background .of things 

happening that would make you fearful, I mean, are Negroes s11b
jected to physical violence in this county¥ 

Mr.RAYBURN. Yes,sir. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. You are going back and try to vote again, 

aren'tyou1 
Mr.RAYBURN. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner llisBURqH. Is there anyone at the polls representing 

thelawi 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Commissioner H:EsBURGH. Thankyou, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman i 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Rayburn., when th0l:le white persons 

threatened you, did it occur to you that you could report ~ to the 
sheriff, or the police, or that thelaw would protect you~ 

Mr. RAYBURN. It did occur to me but it made bad matters worse. 
Commissioner FREEMA...~. "What would have happened~ "What do 

sou think wo_uld.have happened~ ~ 
Mr. RAYBURN. The law seems to coincide with whatever the others 

do concerning the Negro. 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. Are you saying that the police officers, or 
the law, as you are talking about, that they would do this to the Negro, 
that they would threaten you~ 

Mr.RAYBURN. Inaway. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Have they done soi 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, madam, they haven't said anything. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You have lived there for 63 yearsi 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes, madam. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. So, over 40 years you have been old enough 

to vote~ 
l\fr. RAYBURN. That's right. 
Commissioner FlmEMAN. You have been afraid for 40 years to vote i 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes, a lot moreafraid than I am now. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. But, you have got some courage nowi 
Mr. RAYBURN. That's right. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. That's all. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold i 
Commissioner GruswoLD. Mr. Rayburn, we have heard from you 

and from other witnesses about fear and I would like -to know if you 
can tell me a little more in detail what you are afraid ofi Are you 
afraid of physical violence to yourself or to your home~ 

Mr. RAYBURN. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have you ever been subjected to physical 

violencei 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. What makes you then afraid that you 

might be subjected to physical violence i 
Mr. RAYBURN. Because when I went to vote I was told what would 

happen to me. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. What were you told would happen to you i 
Mr. RAYBURN. They would kill me. 
Commissioner GruswoLD. Are you afraid of economic reprisal, of 

having your credit cut off or otherwise making it difficult for you to 
support yourself in the community~ 

Mr. RAYBURN. Personally, myself, I'm not afraid of that myself. 
No, sir; not me. But, others are. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Are you afraid of humiliation i 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have you been humiliated in your home 

county~ 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir; no more than others at the time I went to 

vote. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. .At the time you went to vote~ 
Mr. RAYBWN. Yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin i 
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Commissioner RANKIN. You mentioned that you had no desire to 
tell the law about thisi 

Mr. RAYBURN. I did. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Is there any white person in the county 

whom you could go and talk to about this situation i 
Mr. RAYBURN. No. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Not a single white person in the county 

whom you would feel free to tell about this situation i 
Mr. RAYBURN. Oh, there is some I could tell, I would feel free to 

tell, but the idea is, what good would it do i 
Commissioner RANKIN. Now, since you registered, other Negroes 

have registered in the county, am I correct i 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. In your particular voting district are there 

any other Negroes registered i 
Mr. RAYBURN. One. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson i 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Mr. Rayburn, did you know who the 

white men were who threatened you i 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir; I am sorry I didn't know at that precinct. 

Where I am known is in Charleston, and out in the rural-these 
precincts, I'm not known, but I have a farm in that beat, therefore my 
voting precinct would be Dogwood Flat. I feel that I could have 
voted if I had been in Charleston, at the courthouse, because I don't 
think anyone would -have said anything. Practically all these people 
know me, but not in these wayside places. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You didn't know these people at Dog
wood Flats~ 

Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you know if they were officials of 

the county or were they just citizens~ 
Mr. RAYBURN. Well, he is just a citizen. I knew he was no officer. 

He didn't have any pin on or nothing. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Since the officials of the county had per

mitted you to register, don't you think they would 'have backed you 
up in your effort to vote if you had gone to see the sheriff. 

Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir; I don't think so. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You say that you are not as afraid now 

as you werei 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Why aren't you as afraid now as you 

used to be¥ 
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Mr. RAYBURN. Well, from one angle, I'm not afraid because the 
time has done- run out for that, and I lrn,ve learned more and I have 
been more enlightened and I learned a person doesn't have to be scared 
to death. 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. How did you learn that? 
Mr. RAYBURN. Well, I learned it from Jmowledge or as I go on in 

life from experience and determination that I have made- up in my 
mind to achieve the right tlring. People before me have died for the 
right thing and I figure there is no better opportunity .than for me to 
die for the right thing. . 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You said you didn~t want to go alone 
to Dogwood Flats to vote. Would you go alone now? 

Mr. RAYBURN. I would. I believe I would, but I would seek better 
protection, or some protection. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Where would you go to get that 
protection? 

Mr. RAYBURN. Possibly I have to pull several different strings. I 
might not go directly to the law, but I might pull the strings with some 
fellows who would have influence over the law. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. A white man? 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes. 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rayburn, you say you are better Jmown in 

Charleston than in Dogwood Flats? You live in Dogwood Flats. 
You say you have a farm there. Where do you live? 

Mr. RAYBURN. I live west; I live on the edge of Dogwood Flats, 
west of Dogwood Flats, but yet I'm in that beat and my voting pr13cinct 
would be in Dogwood Flats, and therefore I have to go to Dogwood 
Flats to vote. 

Chairman HANNAH. This gentleman that had the stick with the iron 
on it, the day that you tried to vote, have you seen him since? 

Mr. RAYBURN. I might have seen him, but I just couldn't hardly rec-
ognize him. It seems the fellow appeared to be from around there. 

Chairman HANNAH. But, you don't Jmow who he is? 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. You have made no effort to find out? 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. You actually felt since he had the stick, in view 

of what he told you, that if you had tried to vote that day, physical 
harm might have come to you? 

Mr. RAYBURN. I would have voted if they would have allowed me, 
regardless of what he said. But see, the man in there told me to go 
out and get under the tree, and I Jmew out under the tree wasn't no 
place to vote, and I didn't sit around because he might have been build
ing up to most anything. You could see he had a Jmife or pistol or 
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something and I had just nothing but my hand, and that's just Negro 
bone. 

Chairman HANNAH. How much education did you have, Mr. Ray-
burng How long did you go to school g 

Mr. RAYBURN. The ninth grade. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do you have children~ 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. How much schooling do your children have g 
Mr. RAYBURN. Two of the children have finished high school and 

two years in college, and the boy he has finished the eighth grade. 
Chairman HAN~N. Do your children still live in Mississippi g 
Mr. RAYBURN. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Where do they live i 
Mr. RAYBURN. One is in Tennessee and one is in Toledo, Ohio, and 

one is in Washington, D.C. 
Chairman HANNAH. Wliy did they leave Mississippi i 
Mr. RAYBURN. That they might earn a better living. 
Chairman HANNAH. You have none of your children in Mississippi i 
Mr.RAYBURN. No,sir; no, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. You operate a farm g 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. How big is the farm g 
Mr. RAYBURN. Forty acres. 
Chairman HANNAH. Can you make a living on a 40-acre farm g 
Mr. RAYBURN. Yes. 
·Chairman HANNAH. What do you growg 
Mr. RAYBURN. Cotton, beans, corn. 
Chairman HANNAH. It's not probable that any of the children :will 

come back to the farm i 
Mr. RAYBURN. No. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions g 
Commissioner GmswoLD. Mr. Rayburn, I understand there has been 

some sort of a court order about registration in Tallahatchie County; 
is that correct g 

Mr. RAYBURN. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner-GRiswbLD. I understand too that only 64: Negroes have 

attempted to register under that simplified procedure; is that approxi
mately correct g 

Mr. RAYBURN. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you have any knowledge or opinion 

why more Negroes have not sought to register in Tallahatchie County 
since the court orded 

Mr.RAYBURN. Theyareafraid. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. What are they afraid of g 
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Mr. RAYBUBN. They are afraid of intimidation and some of them 
are afraid of economic squeezes and all like that. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you know of any specific threats that 
have been made to any of them 1 

Mr.RAYBUBN. No. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have any of them been told that they will 

be killed or blown up or that their credit will be cut off~ 
Mr. RAYBUI!N. No, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Why then are they afraid i Is it because 

of the atmosphere of the place~ 
Mr. RAYBUBN. They are afraid for what have been done and then 

the attitude towards people. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. What has been done i 
Mr. RAYBUBN. Several things have been happening and it seems 

to have come out; people try to do things to people to give the other 
one a lesson. He doesn't care so much about what the other fellow 
do, but he do something for thi.t', other fellow to see and take heed and 
don't attempt it. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. What sort of things have been done to 
give people lessons! 

Mr. RAYBUBN. Oh, beaten up and--
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Have friends or acquaintances of yours 

been beaten up 1 
Mr. RAYBUBN. I know some even been killed. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rogerson i 
Mr. ROGERSON. Mr. Rayburn, have you ever been called for jury 

dutyi 
Mr.RAYBUBN. No,sir. 
Mr. RoGERSON. Do you know 9f any Negroes in your county who 

have ever been called for jury duty i 
Mr.RAYBUBN. No,sir. 
Mr. RoGERSON. Thankyou. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson~ 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. Mr. Rayburn, do you know anyone in 

Panola County i 
Mr.RAYBUBN. Yes,sir. 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. That is right next door to Tallahatchie i 
Mr.RAYBUBN. Yes. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Mr. Humpstone just pointed to this map 

and said in Panola County where there also has been a court order like 
there has been in Tallahatchie County, 900 Negroes have registered 
to vote~ 

Mr. RAYBUI!N. Yes, that's right. 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. Whereas only 64 have registered in 
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Tallahatchie County. What do you think is the difference between 
those two counties that would lead to that i 

Mr. RAYBURN. Well, they have had more work in Panola than they 
have in Tallahatchie. 

They are afraid to come to Tallahatchie and work, and then the 
people are afraid to give anybody a place to stay that would help them 
to understand. 

Vice Chairman PATrERSON. What do you mean, more work i 
Mr. RAYBURN. More work to help the people to understand how to 

register and how to fill those forms. The COFO. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. ..Any further questions~ 
Mr. TAYLOR. No,sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. You are excused, Mr. Rayburn. 
Thankyou very much. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is J\fr. j esse James Brewer. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Brewer~ 
Will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, Jessee James Brewer was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified as follows : ) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair, sir. 
Mr. Taylor, will you proceed with the questioning. 

TESTIMONY OF JESSE JAMES BREWER, TALLAHATCHIE 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Brewer, will you give us your full name, your 
address, and your occupation. 

Mr. BREWER. My name is Jesse James Brewer, and my address is 
Charleston, Route 2, B.ox 134. I'm a farmer. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Tallahatchie County~ 
Mr. BREWER. I lived in Tallahatchie County most of my life except 

for the 5 years I was in the service. I was there since I was 7 years old. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When were you in the service~ 
Mr. BREWER. 1942to 1946. 
¥r- TAYLOR. Where did you serve~ 
Mr. BREWER. Southwest Pacific. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you receive any decorations i 
Mr. BREWER. Well, I received the Asiatic Medal and two battle stars. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Brewer, you live in a different part of the county 

from Mr. Rayburn; is that correcti 
Mr. BREWER. Correct. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Are you a registered voted 
Mr. BREWER. I am now a registered voter. I have passed all the 

tests. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, on these matters, there are occurrences 
that have taken place in the last week or so and I am not going to go 
into this because it might raise a matter that would have to be heard 
in executive session. 

I would like to ask you when you first attempted to register to vote~ 
Mr. BREWER. August 5, 1964. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Would you tell us what happened when you first went 

down to register to vote 1 
Mr. BREWER. August 5 I went down to register. I went to the 

second district courthouse. 
When I arrived there, I arrived with some COFO workers and some 

other people. Five of us were brothers and one more man. We went 
down to the courthouse to register and when we got there, the COFO 
worker had called the Justice Department. I think that it was Justice 
Department men who were there. We got there, and got out of the 
car, and were wal1.7.ng up the walk and the sheriff told us to get off 
the walk, don't crowd on the walk, get off and get on the grass on the 
lawn out next to the square where the carwas parked. So we did. One 
of the Justice Department men went in to speak to the sheriff about 
us registering over there, and he came out and told us we were welcome 
to register but couldn't because the books wasn't there. We asked him 
where the books was, and he said, over to Charleston, the other court
house, and we could go over there if we wanted to. So we decided we 
were going over there to try. We left the courthouse to proceed to go 
over there, and after we got 3 or 4 miles out of town, the sheriff passed 
us going to the other courthouse. When we got to the other court
house there were 25, 30 spectators standing around looking and when 
we proceededto go in the courthouse they ran us off onto the lawn then. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Who were these spectators 1 Were these white people~ 
Mr. BREWER. They were white people. I don't know who they were 

but they weren't any officers. They were standing around looking 
while there were several officers there. We got back off onto the grass 
and they did start us to go in to register and I was one of the first to go 
in, me and Marshall, we were the first. On the way m, they would 
snap our picture, on the way in to register, and they would give us one 
of the forms to fill out. He told us to set one on each side of the table, 
so we did. I filled mine out first, and I got up and passed it to him 
and got ready to proceed to go out and he told me to wait until the 
other man got through. The other man asked me how to spell "Talla
hatchie." I started to tell him ·and :the registrar told me I couldn't t~ll 
hiin, so I didn't tell him. He finished up with his and we went out. and 
he told four more to come in. 

He told us to send four more in, it was two rooms in the department 
where he was working with two tables, so he put two at eacli tahl~. 
The others came in. After we got out, the sheriff told us to go on 
out of the courthouse, back out in the yard. So, we went back out 
in the yard there where the others were standing out there, and when 

https://wal1.7.ng
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we got back out there were about 65 gathered around_ there. Lot more 
white people drove up there in pickup trucks with gun.racks on them. 
They had guns on them and one ranch wagon comes with three white 
men with guns and they told us, "You niggers get away from the court
house. You don't have any business up here." They circled the 
courthouse about three or :four times and when they registered all the 
people that went up there, the sheriff told us we did what we came up 
there to do and to get out of town and don't stop in town. 

So, we did, and on the way home after we left town, across the 
bridge coming out of Charleston-which was about a mile and a half
why this ranch wagon with the three white men in, they came on 
meddling and as they passed they would curse at the car we were in, 
said bad things and passed on by going up the road and they would 
wait a while until we catch up, and then pass again. 

They done that three or :four times to where we turn off 32 Highway; 
coming back to Tippo they passed one more time and come on to this 
service station in Tippo, and when we arrived there they had parked 
at the grease rack where they grease and wash and service cars. They 
had got out of this ranch wagon and sat in the back of it where a gang 
of more white people were sitting around. 

As we passed through, one white man that run a cafe, he pulled up 
in the road and seen that big gathering there and I reckon he thought 
someone got hurt. He stop in the middle of the road, so we didn't 
stop. We pulled around outside of the service station and kept going, 
about :four or five carloads of us. After they passed Tippo, they 
proceeded on the highway and there was another truck with three 
more white men. And, we got near home where I live, where this 
.other man gets off the car. Well, they pulled up behind us and tl1ey 
stopped after he got out. As we proceeded on, they proceeded on 
behind. So, we went about another mile where I turned off to go 
home, with all the Justice Department men-men with us were at a 
point where they were living at my mother's house. ,That's where 
I live. We went on home. So, we turned off to go home and drove 
up the road until these cars came out and after these: came out,. these 
two trucks came out by the house driving slow and stopped looking at 
a radio that we had there, the COFO people, shortwave radio, so they 
went on by the house; After they passed the house tl1ey stopped, 
parked, got out and turned around and come back and drove around 
slow, and between that time and night I :reckon seven, eight cars.came 
in, pickups, and all of them had these same. gun.racks in the back of 
them and the. guns, and these two to three guns, in the back window 
of thetruck where you could see. 

So, my mother was excited. She didn't know what they were 
thinking of doing, coming in on a place like that. 

!J' lj 
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Mr. TAYLOR. This happened all on the day that yo-q went down to 
register? Did you receive any other visits after that? 

Mr. BREWER. Well, yes. All night after 12 o'clock they would come 
in. Sometime they would have the lights off, two or three at a time, 
you know, trucks coming in, or cars, with the lights off so when they 
get up near the house they would flash the lights on, go on by and cut 
them back off. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How long did this go on? 
Mr. BREWER. Oh, that went on regularly for 3 weeks, I know. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thankyou,Mr.Brewer. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh? 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Mr. Brewer, were you afraid when all 

this was going on? 
M:r. BREWER. Yes, sure was. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. I think I would be too. Did you get 

registered at that occasion when you went in and made out the blank? 
Mr. BREWER. Well, the blank that I filled out that time, I didn't 

pass on. 
Commissioner lIEsnURGH. Did you go back to register again~ 
Mr. BREWER. Sure did. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Same place? 
Mr. BREWER. Same place. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Whathappened that time~ 
Mr. BREWER. Well, I registered, same form, filled out, I left it and 

he told me to come back in about 30 days. 
Commissioner lIEsnURGH. Did you come back? 
Mr. BREWER. I come back and I still hadn't passed. 
Commissioner lIEsnURGH. Thenwhat did you do? 
Mr. BREWER. I went back until I passed. Went back again and then 

again and filled out another. 
Commissioner lIEsnURGH. Let me get this straight. You went four 

times before you got registered? 
Mr. BREWER. Well, only three times. Well, it was the third time 

that I went, he told me I hadn't passed. And there was a lawyer 
there, and he came there, and checked, and said I had passed. I passed 
on the third of October. I had been •back three more times since that 
time and the registrar told me I hadn't passed. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I don't thinkwecangointothis,Father. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. All right. Let me ask a more general 

question. Mr. Brewer, you were in the Army overseas in World War 
II, from roughly 1942 to 194:6; is that correct? 

Mr. BREWER. That is correct. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Did you feel like a citizen when you were 

in the Army? 
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Mr. BREWER. Sure did. In fact it is the only tke I ever felt like 
a man, when I was in the Army. 

Commissioner llisnURGH. Well, then you got back home. Didn't 
you feel like continuing to be a man and -citizen and to vote i 

Mr. BREWER. No, sir. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Why not? 
Mr. BREWER. Well, I wasn't treated as a man. I was treated as 

aiboy. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. What was your rank in the Army i 
Mr. BREWER. Well, I was a private, first class. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. You say you had three battle stars i 
Mr. BREWER. Two battle stars. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. What campaigns were they i 
Mr. BREWER. That was in Wadai, New Guinea, and Russell Island. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. It took a long time from the time you 

got back until the time you got around to registering. How would 
you explain that?, 

Mr. BREWER. Well, they had taken a long time-when they draft 
me into the. Army they would always teach me in the :Army that I 
had freedom to speak and democracy and r was fighting for freedom 
to speak. I had freedom to speak as long as I was in the'.Army. ·But, 
after I.got out and got back here, my freedom run out. I didn't have 
freedom to speak any more after I got discharged. 

JCommissioner HEsBURGH. Suddenly, a year ago, you began to try 
to register? What influenced you to do that? 

Mr. BREWER. Well, what influenced me to do that? It was an occa
sion that happened around to my family that I didn't like and I was 
trying to have something done aibout it by getting in touch with 
different people. I got in touch with COFO and those people would 
tell me I could register to vote, which I didn't know I could. My 
parents always told me the Negroes wasn't allowed to vote. 

Commissioner llisnURGH. What was it that happened to your fam-
ily thatyou didn't like? 

Mr. BREWER. I had two brothers that got 1beat up. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. By whom? 
Mr. BREWER. By two white men staying at a place near where I 

live at. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Did they just do it without any reason? 
Mr. BREWER. Well, I wasn't there but from what my ·brotherS<told 

.me they did itwithout any reason. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. .Tust :for indoor sport or outdoor sport 

or something? 
Mr. BREWER. Well, it was indoor. I had a brother go "in there to 

buy two drinks and while he was out from a Northern State-he was 
from Indiana, and my other brother had come home on a visit and 
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he was from out of New, Jersey, Trenton, N.J., so he drove his car in 
there and they stopped in there to ·fix a flat. My baby 'brother, he 
didn't help fix the flat. He said to the other two 1boys, ''.You fix the 
flat and I will buy you a drink," so he -bought a drink and the man, 
the other man in there, he was talking to him, and as he went :into 
the store, he asked-the man ask him, "What can I do for you i" He 
told him, " I want two pops.': He said, "Look in the box and get them," 
and he came back and set them down and the man said, "I thought 
you had your drink." He said, "No." He said, "Do you want them 
openedi" And, he said "No." Sq then the man said, "You went out 
of State and stayed 3 weeks and you are coming back, and you are 
going to take over. You know that's no way to talk to us. You are 
supposed to say 'Yes, sir'." 

He said, "I£ I did anything wrong, tell me what I did," and the 
other man was standing next to him and they said, "Let's show him 
a"lesson." They got thisax handle out and start to 1beat him. 

Commissioner IfusBURGH. You say an ax handle i 
Mr. BREWER. That is right. And, my other 'brother came in and 

saw my ·brother laying on the floor all blooded over so he just turn 
around and ,went. He didn't wait on the car. My brother heard them 
in there cursing and he seen my brother laying on the floor and he 
asked them what he had done. 

They told him he wouldn't be interested in that. That they would 
give him some of the same thing. 

The fellow that was running the store, he ran behind the counter. 
He got this pistol and came in and aimed it, and he thought the fel
low was going to shoot, so he went there and got his brother and 
picked him up by the arm and dragged him out, and this fellow was 
standing behind him with the ax handle, and. when he went out, this 
fellow hit him with the ax handle and knocked one of .his eyes out. 

Commissioner IfusBURGH. You say knocked one of his eyes out i 
Mr. BREWER. Yes, that is right. 
Commissioner IfusBURGH. Was anything done as a result of the 

beating of your two brothers i 
Mr. BREWER. No, sir. 
Commissioner IfusBURGH. Did you report it to anyone i 
Mr. BREWER. I went out and told the sheriff about it, and in fact, 

I went out the next day to try to have them indicted and arrested, but 
the sheriff wasn't there. His wife or someone was in his office. 
asked, "I want to see the sheriff," and she told me he wasn't in, and I 
asked what time he would be back. She said, "15 minutes." Sq me 
and my younger brother stayed there rubout 2½ hours, and he even
tually showed up. 

He was talking to another white man about a deer hunt. 

I 
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Commissioner lTusBURGH. We will get into this later. I gather 
this is the reason that you wanted to vote, now, with all this happening i 

Mr. BREWER. Yes, sir. That's one reason why I wanted to vote. 
I have several reasons why I want to vote. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. What are the other reasons i 
Mr. BREWER. The reason I want to vote, they promised me I was 

a citizen and I have freedom to speak. That's why I was in the 
service. I was fighting for my country and if I was fighting for my 
country I ought to have authority to vote and so ought the rest of the 
people. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Thankyou very much. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman i 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Brewer, you referred to the first time 

you tried to register, when there were large numbers of white persons 
who followed you and who threatened you. Was the sheriff, or any 
of his deputies, around at that time i· 

Mr. BREWER. No. There wasn't any of his deputies or him around. 
About 2 weeks afterward they became so violent around there we 
called the Justice Department. 

One of the COFO workers called the Justice Department and the 
Justice Department called the sheriff. So, he came out there at 2 
o'clock and was mad with us for waking him up. He said he couldn't 
sleep and my brother told him we had been up for 2½ weeks. "We 
ain't had any sleep, we have been having trouble out here." 

He said, "If you all hadn't had those workers in there and that 
TV out there, the people wouldn't be out here."• 

Commissioner FREEMAN. I'm interested also in these pickup trucks 
that you say have gunracks on them. Is it legal in. this State for 
pickup trucks to have gunracks i 

Mr. BREWER. Well, I think so in hunting season, but in August 
there wasn't no hunting season. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. This was not the hunting season i 
Mr. BREWER. No, ma'am. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Were these pickup trucks near the court

house or all around the city i 
Mr. BREWER. They were all around the courthouse. Soll!e park 

around the courthouse. Some come through town and circled the 
courthouse. •. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. And, they had these gunracks and you 
could see the guns~ 

Mr. BREWER. That's right. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. This was the daytime~ 
Mr. BREWER. Yes. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Is this where the sheriff was~ 
Mr. BREWER. He sure was. 
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Commissioner FREEMAN. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold i 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. As I understand it some 64 Negroes have 

registered in Tallahatchie County--
Commissioner I-IEsBURGH. Tried to register. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Since the court order, I understood that 

all they had to do to register was to fill out the basic part of the 
blank. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Dean, there is a proceeding pending in the Federal 
court against the registrar. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. I don't care whether they have registered 
or tried, why have not more than 64 Negroes tried to registed Do 
you have any authority or opinion about thaU 

_Mr. BREWER. I talked to lots of them and every one I talked to 
about registering, well, he is afraid. Some afraid of losing a job. 
Some afraid of getting beat up, some afraid of getting killed. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you feel that the COFO people com
ing to Tallahatchie County have been helpful or harmful i 

Mr. BREWER. I feel that they have been helpful, very helpful, be
cause the fact the people in the part of the county where I am, they 
never would have known about that they could register to vote if it 
hadn't been for the COFO people. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin i 
Commissioner RANKIN. I gathered that -this action taken against 

your brother was really getting at you because of your close relation
ship with COFO, is thattrue or not i 

Mr. BREWER. That's not true because COFO had not come in at 
that time. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Well, why was the resentment against your 
brother so strong, do you thinki Do you have any idea of thaU 

Mr. BREWER. No, sir; I don't have any idea at all. I imagine this 
was just because he said "No" instead of "No, sir" to those people. 

Commissioner RANKIN. And, all of this happened because he failed 
to put the "sir" after "no"; is that correct i 

Mr. BREWER. That's right. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Why do the Negroes stay in this countyi 
Mr. BREWER. You say why do we stay in this county i 
Commissioner RANKIN. You said that your brothers have moved to 

Trenton and other places; isn't that right~ 
Mr. BREWER. They left out to go to work. 
Commissioner RANKIN. To go to work. Are other Negroes doing 

the same, going north and to other States to work~ 
Mr. BREWER. That's right. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Because there's no work, or do you think 

they are just glad to get away~ 
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Mr. BREWER. Well, it is both reasons. There's no work for them 
here to do, that they can make any money out of, and then the people 
treat them so mean when they do try to work they was glad to get 
away from that too, is my idea about it. 

Commissioner RANKIN. You heard Mr. Rayburn's statement about 
Panola County. You have friends over there in Panola County? 

Mr. BREWER. No, sir. 
Commissioner RANKIN. You don't. know anything about registra-

tion in that county~ 
Mr. BREWER. No, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson? 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You said they took your picture when 

you went in the courthouse to register. 
Mr. BREWER. Yes, sir, they took it when I went in, and when I came 

out they took it again. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Who took it? 
Mr. BREWER. I wouldn't know who he was. He was some officer 

around there. 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. He wasn't just a newspaper photog

rapher? 
Mr. BREWER. I wouldn't think so because he had a gun. 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Did they tell you why they were taking 

your picture? 
Mr. BREWER. No, sir, I was too glad to leave. I didn't ask any 

questions. There was two men standing around there with them 
guns, and me, I was going to get on out of town. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You said the only time in your life you 
ever felt like a man is when you were in the Army? 

Mr. BREWER. That is right, sir. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. You. feel like a man now that you have 

tried to register? 
Mr. BREWER. Well, in a way I do and in a way I don't because I 

don't know what this registering is going to come out to yet. I 
haven't had a chance to exercise it to see whether I could register 
or not; you know, vote or not. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you feel a little better about your-
self now? 

Mr. BREWER. I do. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rogerson? 
Mr. ROGERSON. Were pictures taken of others who tried to register 

on that same day? 
Mr. BREWER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RoGERSON. Were pictures taken at any other attempts that 

you made to register¥ 
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Mr. BREWER. No, sir. 
Mr. ROGERSON. What did you think this picture taking meant i 

What did it mean to you i 
Mr. BREWER. Well, I thought it meant just about what it did 

mean, that they take your picture and if you had any credit with 
anybody they probably give them a picture to let them. know you 
were up there and they probably cut out your credit. Some of the 
guys that were with me, we were in town, and they went to the service 
station, and the guy asked if you owed anybody at the service station, 
and he told them "No," and he told him, "You have lost our friendship. 
I don't want no more of your business." 

Mr. ROGERSON. You mentioned that for many years you didn't think 
you had the right to vote and that this is what your parents had 
told you. 

Mr. BREWER. That is right, sir. They had tried and they didn't 
succeed and they told me it wasn't no use for me to try, so I never tried. 

Mr. ROGERSON. In other words, you think that Negroes thought 
they had the right to vote but it didn't do any good to try i 

Mr. BREWER. I think they thought they had a right to, which I 
knew they did after I went to the Army. I knew I had a right to, 
but there wasn't any use in trying because I assumed if I would have 
tried I would have been dead. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Brewer, you .mentioned that your mother 
had been concerned with the visits by night,. to where she lived, with 
flashing lights and so on. Did your mother try to register to vote i 

Mr. BREWER. No, sir, she didn't try yet, but she is planning to. 
Chairman HANNAH. You are a farmer i 
Mr. BREWER. Yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. How large a farm do you operate i 
Mr. BREWER. I operate 89 acres. 
Chairman HANNAH. You can make a living on 89 acres i 
Mr. BREWER. I sure do. 
Chairman HANNAH.. That's all. 
Any other questions i 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Brewer, as :far as you know, were you the first 

Negro citizen in Tallahatchie to attempt to register after the Court 
decreei 

Mr. BREWER. Yes, I was the first one. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Is what happened to you known to other people in 

your community i 
Mr. BREWER. Well, no sir. Well, they know I went down to regis

ter. I didn't tell them the bad part of it. I told them the good part 
because 35 or 40 had promised they would go the next day. 

Mr. TAYLOR. You don't think the word got around about the cars 
around your house, the trucks around your house i 

7(10-805-65-10 
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Mr. BP.EWER. That was the reason why they didn't go the next day 
because they seen all them cars and guns and everybody. They got 
scared and in fact they didn't go into the field for about the next 
week. They stayed hid in the woods, everybody. 

Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh i 
Commissioner HESBURGH. I want to get one thing perfectly clear 

in my own mind. Because one of your brothers didn't say "No, sir," 
just said "No," he got beaten up bloody, and your other brother lost 
an eye, and it was known to the law authorities and nothing hap
pened; is that an adequate statement i 

Mr. BREWER. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. .AJ.iy further questions i 
Thank you very much, Mr. Brewer. You are excused. 
(Witnessed excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, willyoucallyournextwitnessi 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mrs. Adlena.Hamlett. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Hamlett. 
Will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, Mr. Adlena Hamlett was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified as follows : ) • 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a seat, please. 
Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioning i ! , 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. ADI.ENA HAMLETT, TALLAHATCHIE OOUNTY, 
MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yes,sir. 
Mrs. Hamlett, would you give me your full name, please i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Adlena Hamlett. 
Mr. TAYLOR. .AJ.id your address i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Route 1, Box 47, Scobey, Miss. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What is your present occupation i 
Mrs. HAMLETr. I am a retired schoolteacher, housewife at present. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you teach in the schools in Tallahatchie County 1 
Mrs. HAMLETr. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How long did you teach in the schools in Tallahatchie 

County~ 
Mrs. HAMLETr. Thirty-five years. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you registered to vote, Mrs. Hamlett~ 
:Mrs. HAMLET!'. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell me when that was~ 
Mrs. lIAMLETr. 1962. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What was the first thing you did in order to try to 

register to vote 1 
Mrs. HA:MLETI'. I went in, made my application to register to vote. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. You took the test i 
Mrs. HAMLETr. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TAYLOR. After you took the test was your name published in 

the newspaped 
Mrs. HAMLETI'. It was. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did anything happen to you after your name was pub

lished in the newspaper i 
Mrs. lIAM:r..ETr. It did. 
There was an effigy of a woman, and when I came and looked at my 

mailbox, I saw it hung directly across the public road, right at my 
mailbox, after my name was published. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Could you tell us what this effigy was like i 
Mrs. I-IAMLETI'. Like a woman, it was that of a woman. 
Mr. TAYLOR. It was hung right across the road i 
Mrs. !IAMLETI'. Right across the road. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why did you think that effigy was hung there i 
Mrs. HAMLETr. To scare me, I said. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Didyouregisteranyway? 
Mrs. HAMLETr. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And, after you registered, have you attempted to vote? 
Mrs. HAMLETr. I have. Just a minute, I made a little error there. 

I have not tried to,vote. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Whyhaven't you tried to vote i 
Mrs. HAMLETr. Fear. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why did you register even if you might have been 

afraid, but did not try to vote i 
Mrs. lIAMLET.r. Because I'm an .American citizen and I still live 

where I was born and I just felt that I had a right to vote. I feel 
that's one of my rights. 

Mr. TAYLOR. You did go down to the courthouse to register, is that 
righti 

Mrs. HAMLETI'. I did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. But, you didn't go to vote, you didn't try to vote i 
Mrs. liAMLETl'. I didn't try. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Was the voting at the same place as the place where 

you registered i 
Mrs. lIAMLETI'. It was not. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Where did you have to go to vote i 
Mrs. HAMLETT. In the Third District polling place in Rosebloom, 

Miss. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Was that out in the country some place? 
Mrs. HAm..ETI'. It is. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Was it a little mo.re difficult to vote there than go down 

to the courthouse to register W 

Mrs. HAMLETr. I fear it was. 



142 

Mr. TAYLOR. Have you spoken to any of your neighbors about voter 
registration~ 

Mrs. IfAMLETT. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did they go down to register i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. I haven't had one yet. I had several promises but 

not one did. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why do you think they don't go down to registed 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Well, it is fear. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What are they afraid of i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Violence, more than anything else. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Has there been any violence that you know about i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Well,notrightrecently. 
Mr. TAYLOR. But, in the past i 
Mrs. HAMLET.I'. In the past. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh i 
Commissioner liEsBURGH. Mrs. Hamlett, are there many Negro 

teachers in the county registered to vote i 
Mrs. HAMLET.I'. Not that I know of. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Do you know of any besides yourself i 
Mrs. HAMLETr. No, sir. I do not. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Do you think as a teacher-you have 

taught for 35 years-did you think it was one of your jobs as a teacher 
to teach people how to be good American citizens i 

Mrs. liAMLETr. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner liEsBURGH. Did you feel right trying to teach them 

that when you couldn't vote yourself i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Well, I did. I did my best along those lines. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. How is it after all these years, Mrs. Ham

lett, that you suddenly decided you were going to register i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. I just felt it was my duty and I had an urge to 

register. 
Commissioner liEsBURGH. Did someone help that urge along i 
Mrs. llA.m.ETI'. I didn't understand that.. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Did someone help that urge along~ Did 

someone talk to you about registering and how important it was~ 
Mrs. liAMLETI'. Itwas just in me. 
Commissioner liEsBURGH. Just you. You just suddenly picked up 

and went. 
Mrs. HAMLETI'. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner liESBURGH. Do you intend to vote now~ 
MRs. HAMLETr. I do. 
Commissioner liEsBURGH. Why do you want to vote, Mrs. Hamlett i 



143 

Mrs. lIAMLETr. Well, I believe it would be a help to 0 my race, to the 
county, and to my race, and to all races in general. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Thank you, Mrs. Hamlett. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman i 
Comrµissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. Hamlett, you taught for a very long 

time, about 35 years i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. I did. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. When did you retire i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. I retired in 1957. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. What is your income now~ How do you 

livei 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. I live on the farm and my income is a little social 

security. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You get social security i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Yes, madam. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. What were some of the things, some of the 

courses, that you taught i 
Mrs. HAM:r..ETr. Well, history, spelling, physiology, and I taught 

some civil government. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You taught them about the governmenti 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Yes. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. What their rights were under the govern

menU 
Mrs. HAMLETT. Yes, ma'am. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Now, as these youngsters have grown up, 

have they stayed around Tallahatchie Countyi 
Mrs. HAMLETr. Not very many. They are mostly all gone from 

Tallahatchie County. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Have you tried to encourage them to stay 

and votei 
Mrs. HAMLE'IT. Well, I have encouraged what few there is but the 

majority has gone to other places. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. From what you have said, this county is 

not the sort of place-is not quite the way-yo-g think it ought to be; is 
that righti 

Mrs. HAMLE'IT. That's right. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. And you want to vote so you can make it 

betted 
Mrs. HAMLE'IT. That's what I'm in hopes of. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Are you still trying to encourage people 

to vote1 
Mrs. HAMLE'.IT. I am. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. ..t\.re you going to vote i 

https://HAMLE'.IT
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Mrs. lliMLETr. I am. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson i 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Mrs. Hamlett, if you weren't afraid to 

register, will you tell us again why you were afraid to vote i 
Mrs. HAMLETr. Well, for violence, fear of violence. 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. Fear of violence i 
Mrs. lIAMLET:r. Yes. 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Did it have anything to do with the 

effigy that hung outside your house i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Well, that was one reason for my fear, for my 

greatest fear. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. But you went ahead and registered after 

they hung that effigy there i 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. I did. I registered after. See, I got over that little 

fear and went on and registered. 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. But, dicl anything happen between the 

time you registered and the election day that made that fear rise up 
again and keep you from voting i 

Mrs. HAMLET!'. Because violence is happening everywhere. That's 
why it rested still about me. 

Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. How did you know about this violencei 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. Well, there has been so much. 
Vice ·Chairman PATI'ERSON. How did you know about it i 
Mrs. HAMLETT. Well, I read about it and I viewed it. 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. .And, that made you fear to go vote j 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. At the precinct that I was appointed to vote, but I 

would not have been afraid to go to the county seat. 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Thank you. 
Mrs. HAMLET!'. But, the precinct, I was afraid to go there. 
Chairman HANNAH. Are there any other Negroes who are regis-

tered in your precinct1 
Mrs. lliMLE'IT. There isn't. 
Chairman HANNAH. You're the only one1 
Mrs. HAMLETr. I'm the only one. 
Chairman HANNAH. So, you feel that if you were in a precinct 

where there were many other Negroes registered, you wouldn't have the 
same :fear. Your fear was due, largely due, to the fact that you were 
the only registered N ~o-ro voter in the district i 

:Mrs. liAMLET:r. Yes; it is. 
Chairman HANNAH. .Any other questiong,;j 
Thank you very much, Mrs. Hamlett. You're excused. 
(Witness excused.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. ThenextwitnessisMrs.BirdieKegler. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Keglert 
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Will you raise your right hand, please. 
(Whereupon, Mrs. Birdie Kegler was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH-. You may proceed with the questioning, Mr. 

Taylor. 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. :BIRDIB KEGLER, TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY, 
• MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Would you please give me your full name and address i 
Mrs. KEGLER. Mrs. Birdie Kegler, Post Office Box 52, Charleston, 

Miss. 
Mr. TAYLOR. What is your occupation, Mrs. Kegleri 
Mrs. KEGLER. Office work at a :funeral home. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How many years of school did you complete i 
Mrs.,KEGLER. Eleven. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Are you registered to vote i 
Mrs. KEGLER. I am. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Whendidyouregistertovote~ 
Mrs. KEGLER. 1962. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Since you registered have you done anything to en-

courage other Negroes to register in Tallahatchie County~ 
Mrs. KEGLER. I have; constantly. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Constantly, you say. What have you done i 
Mrs. KEGLER. I have talked with them about registering and in 

meetings·I have talked with them. A few have gone up.to register. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Would you say you have spoken to very many people i 
Mrs. KEGLER. I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And about how many people have tried to register that 

you know of~ 
Mrs. KEGLER. Well, it is between 60 and 70 have gone up. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And that is out of about how many people who are 

Negroes of voting age i 
Mrs. KEGLER. About 6,000. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And, these 60 or 70, has this been very recentlyi 
Mrs. KEGLER. It has. That's right. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Why don~t more people try to register i 
Mrs. KEGLER. Well, because of fear. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Fear of anythinginparticulari 
Mrs. KEGLER. Well, one of them is the publication, their names will 

be put in the paper and some think they will lose their jobs and 
others won't be able to obtain help. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know that in .Tune of last year.a Federal court 
issued an order designed to make it easier for people to register to vote i 

Mrs. KEGLER. Yes; I do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Since that decree have you had any more success in 

getting people to register i 
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Mrs. KEGLER. We have had a few more to go up. Most of the people 
don't kn.ow about the decree, only those that I have told, and the 
COFO people. 

Mr. TAYLOR. People become aware of the order when you tell them i 
Mrs. KEGLER. That's right. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do they become aware-of the order in any other wayi 
Mrs. KEGLER. Through the COFO people. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Fine. Thank you, Mrs. Kegler. 
Ch~irman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh, did you have any questions 

you would like to ask Mrs. Kegler i 
Commissioner fusBURGH. Mrs. Kegler, some of the white people 

told us yesterday that they thought COFO was doing a bad thing by 
coming to Mississippi. What's your feeling about COFO i 

Mrs. KEGLER. I think they are helpful. 
Commissioner fusBURGH. Why do you think they are helpful i 
Mrs. KEGLER. Because they get around in general through the com-

munities and from house to house talking with the people. 
Commissioner fusBURGH. What do they talk to you about i 
Mrs. KEGLER. kbout registering and voting. 
Commissioner fusBURGH. Registering and voting i 
Mrs. KEGLER. That is right, sir. 
Commissioner IfEsBURGH. You don't think it is a :bad thing for peo

ple to be told they have a right to vote i 
Mrs. KEGLER. I don't. 
Commissioner fusBURGH. Is there any other agency in Tallahatchie 

County that encourages American citizens to vote and tells them howi 
Mrs. KEGLER. No others that I kn.ow of. 
Commissioner fusBURGH. No others that you kn.ow of. 
Thankyou. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman i Dean Griswold i 
Commissioner GruswoLD. Mrs. Kegler, do you have acquaintances 

in Panola County to the north of you i 
Mrs. KEGLER. Yes; I do. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you have any explanation of any rea

son as to why some 900 people have registered in Panola County .but 
only 64 have tried to in Tallahatchie County i 

Mrs. KEGLER. Well, they have had more of those workers, the COFO 
workers, up there, and there have been quite a few white workers in 
that county thathave stayed with them. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Is there any difference in the atmosphere 
of fear there, do you think, from that in your county i A.re people less 
afraid there than they are in Tallahatchie County i 

Mrs. KEGLER. Well, they have been since the COFO people went 
there, but there nave been a time when they were afraid also. 
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Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin 1 
Commissioner RANKIN. Mrs. Kegler, you are encouraging people to 

register, am I correct1 
Mrs. KEGLER. That's correct. . 
Commissioner RANKIN. Now, I'm interested in the future. Do you 

believe that if more Negroes register, there will be less violence in the 
future or more1 

Mrs. KEGLER. Yes, I do. I believe it to be less. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Why 1 
Mrs. KEGLER. Because you will have the opportunity to say who is 

in office and to help elect the people that are supposed to be our officers 
and then help get rid of them. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Well, would you hazard a guess as to how 
many voters you will have to have before you can make your vote felt 
in elections1 Sixty-two won't do it, will it~ 

Mrs. KEGLER. Sixty-two won't. I think we should have at least 
2,000. 

Commissioner RANKIN. And, you have hopes of getting that 
number1 

Mrs. KEGLER. We have hopes, that is correct. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson~ 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Mrs. Kegler, you say that you have been 

encouraging people to vote 1 
Mrs. KEGLER. I have. 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. But only about 64 Negroes have applied 

to register in Tallahatchie County 1 
Mrs. KEGLER. That is right. 
Vice Chairman PATrnRSON. Across the line in Panola County you 

say that the COFO workers have encouraged several hundred. Why 
do the Negroes in Panola County go down and register with the COFO 
people when they don't go down to register with you in Tallahatchie1 

Mrs. KEGLER. Well, the COFO people will ca:ll the ,Iustice Depart
ment if necessary when they are going down and they will always 
contact the sheriff and that's one of the differences. 

Vice Chairman PATrERSON. You say many of your people are not 
aware of this court decree in Tallahatchie1 

Mrs. KEGLER. That's right. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Did the local newspaper carry the fact, 

carry the story on that decree, do you know1 
Mrs. KEGLER. I don't remember. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Kegler, do you suspect that another rea

son why so many more have registered in Panola is that there is a 
greater willingness on the part of the officials to register Negroes in 
Panola~ 
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Mrs. KEGLER. Well, I don't know, but that seems to be the answer. 
Chairman HANNAH. It seems to be easier i 
Mrs. KEGLER. That is right, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rogerson, do you have a question i 
Mr. ROGERSON. Mrs. Kegler, do you 'I"ead your local newspaper? 
Mrs. KEGLER. I do. 
Mr. ROGERSON. Do you think you would have noticed this story 

if it had been run i 
Mrs. KEGLER. Well, that's why I said I am not sure because it could 

have passed without my getting-some weeks that it passes over, 
maybe I'm out or something. It comes on Thursday. 

Mr. ROGERSON. This is a weekly newspaper i 
Mrs. KEGLER. That is right. 
Mr. RoGERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions~ 
Anything the Commission would like to ask~ 
You are excused, Mrs. Kegler. 
Thankyou very much. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is from Jefferson County, and I 

would like to ask Mr. Bellman to give us brief background informa
tion on tliat county. 

Chairman HA~NAH. Mr. Bellman. 
Mr. BELLMAN. Jefferson County borders on the Mississippi River 

in the southwest corner of the State. The total population of the 
county in 1963 was estimated at 10,150, of whom 68 percent were 
hon white. 

88.1 percent of the 1,666 voting age whites are registered to vote 
while only one of the 3,540 voting age Negroes are registered. 

In 1959 the median income for white families was $4,180 and for 
Negro families, $890. 

The median level of education for whites is 10th grade, and for 
Negroes, 5th grade. In 1960-61 school year, the Jefferson County 
School District spent $216 for each white child and $99 for each Negro 
child. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thankyou, Mr. Bellman. 
Mr. Taylor, will you call thenextwitness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Mrs. Dorothy Mae Foster. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Foster~ 
Will you raise your right hand, please. 
(Whereupon, Mrs. Dorothy Mae Foster was duly sworn by the 

Chairman and testified as follows:) 
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TESTIMONY OF MRS. DORTHY MAE FOSTER, JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Foster, will you please give us your full name, 
your address and your occupation i 

Mrs. FosTER. My name is Dorothy Mae Foster. I live at Route 2, 
Box 166, Natchez, Miss., and I'm a housewife. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How many years of school did you complete, Mrs. 
Fosteri -

Mrs. FosTER. Ten. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How long have you lived in Je:fferson County i 
Mrs. FoSTER. For16 years. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you know of any Negroes who are registered to vote 

in Je:fferson County~ 
Mrs. FosTER. Not that I know of. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you ever attempted to register to vote~ 
Mrs. FosTER. Yes, sir; I have. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When was that~ 
Mrs. FosTER. September 20, 1963. 
Mr. TAYLOR. When you went to try to register, did you go alone or 

did you go with someone~ 
Mrs. FosTER. No. My brother-in-law, his wife, :iny husband, and 

myself. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Now, did anything happen to you after you attempted 

to register ~ 
Mrs. FosTER. Yes; a carload with four' or five white men came to 

our house and asked the whereabouts of my husband. I told them 
I didn't know and they said they had a matter of important business 
to discuss with him, and I said, "WelI, I don't know where he is." 
They said, "Is he working~" I said, "Well, he has been." They said, 
"Is he o:ffi" I said, "I don't know." They.said, "Well, what time are 
you expecting him i" I said, "Well, I really don't know." So, some 
of the ones then in the car looked and saw a man coming and he said, 
"Here he-" I said, "No, that's not my husband. That is someone 
hunting." 

So, the ones, one of the two that was at the gate talking, he said, "She 
says that is not her husband, that is someone hunting."· And, when 
the man got there and sit down, he said to the man, the other man, 
"Give her the information since she says she is his wife." So, the 
man passed me a card, a little white card and it read: "Ku Klux 
Klan," and it says, "There are thousand Klans watching you." 

Mr. TAYLOR. Is that the card you have mfront of you.right now~ 
Mrs. FosTER. Yes, it is. 
Mr. TAYLOR. May I see that i 
What happened then, Mrs. Foster~ 
Mrs. FosTER. I said, "Oh, Ku Klux Klan." He said, "Yes." He 

said, "You tell your hu_:3band--" I passed it to the man that w.as 
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sitting on the porch. He said, "Don't be afraid." He said, "You tell 
your husband if he don't take his name off of that book, you would be 
afraid." So I said: "What book." I said: "Those names are signed 
in ink and they are there to stay." I said, "Are you coming bacH" 
He said, "Yes." Then he said, "No, I won't, but someone will." 

Mr. TAYLOR. I would like to have this card marked as an exhibit, 
Exhibit No. 8.. 

It reads: "Thousands of Klansmen Watching * * * waiting! Ku 
Klux Klan. Don't be misled. Let your conscience guide you." 
would like to have it entered into the record. 

Chairman HANNAH. It is received into the record. 
( Commission's Exhibit No. 8 was marked for identification and 

received in evidence.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. How many white men were in this car i 
Mrs. FosTER. Four orfive, it seemed like two gotten out. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How soon was this after you had attempted to registed 
Mrs. FosTER. About 4 weeks. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did anything happen to your in-laws i 
Mrs. FosTER. Yes; they visited them the same way. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Did you or any of your family pass the test i 
Mrs. FosTER. No. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have there been any other attempts by Negroes to 

register in Jefferson County since you attempted to registed 
Mrs. FosTER. Not that I know of. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mrs. Foster, have you talked to any of your neighbors 

about attempting to registed 
Mrs. FosTER. One or two. 
Mr. TAYLOR.. What do they say i 
Mrs. FosTER. They don't give any answer. They just say they 

don't know. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you think that people in your community know 

about this visit that you have told us about i 
Mrs. FosTER. I think some do. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh, do you have any questions? 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Yes. 
Mrs. Foster, did you report this visit to the local sheriff? 
Mrs. FosTER. No, we didn't. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Why not, Mrs. Foster i 
Mrs. FosTER. I don't know why. I didn't know what to do about 

it so my husband talked to friends and they advised him to come to 
Jackson and that's where he reported it. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. Did he report this in Jackson i 
Mrs. FosTER. Yes, he did. 
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Commissioner llisBURGH. Did anything happen as a result of this 
reporting? 

Mrs. FosTER. Yes; we had different sources to visit us_ and ask 
information. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. I see. Let me ask you one more thing. 
Did you get the license plate number on the car that visited you? 
Mrs. FosTER. The car didn't bear fl, license plate. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Can people drive around the State with-

out license plates on their cad 
Mrs. FosTER. I didn't know that they could. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. What kind of car was it? 
Mrs. FosTER. .A. white Buick. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. That should be fairly visible. 
Thank you, Mrs. Foster. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman? 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mrs. Foster, have you seen or heard of 

the Klan in your county or in your neighborhood before? 
Mrs. FosTER. No, I hadn't. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. I see. 
Mrs. FosTER. Just read about it in papers. I had read of it in 

papers, but I hadn't seen it. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. This was the first visit that you had ever 

receivedi 
Mrs. FosTER. Yes, it was. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Has there been any other information or 

any other statement that anybody made to you about white persons 
trying to keep Negroes from registering to vote? 

Mrs. FosTER. No; I haven't heard any. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. This was the first thing that had hap-

pened? 
Mrs. FosTER. First time. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you still plan to try to register? 
Mrs. FosTER. I do. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you feel that the Klan or anybody 

else will try to keep you from registering and voting? 
Mrs. FosTER. No; I don't think so. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. You're not afraid of iU 
Mrs.FosTER. No; I'mnotafraid. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin? 
Commissioner RANKIN. Just for the record, you now live in 

Natchez; is that correct i 
Mrs. FosTER. No;- I live in Jefferson County, but my mailing ad

dress is Natchez. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Your mailing address. I just wanted to 

get that straight for the record. 
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Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Foster, your husband works i 
Mrs. FosTER. Yes; he does. 
Chai11I1an HANNAH. What does your husband do i 
Mrs. FosTER. Oh, he is an employee at the Armstrong Tire Rubber 

Co. 
Chairman HANNAH. And, since this incident involving the Ku Klux 

Klan card visit, has your husband been embarrassed in any way with 
reference to his job or any other way i 

Mrs. FosTER. Not that I know of. 
Chairman HANNAH. No one has talked to you or him in regard to 

this incident i 
Mrs. FosTER. No; they haven't. 
Chairman HANNAH~ Any other questions i Mr. Rogerson i 
Mr. ROGERSON. Mrs. Foster, was your name, and the name of your 

relatives published in the paper after you went to registed 
Mrs. FosTER. I don't know. We don't get a Fayette paper. 
Mr. ROGERSON. I see. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. You are excused, ~Irs. Foster, and we are now 

going to take a 15-minute recess. 
(Witness excused.) 
(A 15-minuterecesswas taken.) 
Chairman HANNAH. This hearing of the Civil Rights Commission 

will come to order. 
Before we call the next witness, some of the witnesses that have ap

peared here this morning and others that may appear later exhibit 
a good dea'I of courage in coming. 

Of course they have been subpenaed so they have no alternative 
but to appear. Their testimony may make it difficult for them when 
they return to their home communities, and this has ·been a matter 
of concern because of experiences in past hearings that we have held, 
when witnesses have had problems after they return. 

We have been heartened by the statements made by Governor John
son yesterday and the attorney general at the executive session and 
by other officials of the State. So, we have asked the Governor's office 
to take particular interest in •being certain that as these witnesses 
return, they are given every possible protection by police officers, 
county officials, and others. And, the reason that we are delayed re
suming this session this morning is ibecause I have just visited the 
Governor's office, not talked to the Governor 'but to his secretary, and 
particularly requested, in view of the cooperation indicated, of the 
State, to make sure that these witnesses are not embarrassed after 
they return. 

We are particularly concerned a;bout the witnesses who appeared 
here this morning :from Tallahatchie County. 

Mr. Taylor, call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witnesses are Mr. Aaron Henry and Mr. 

Charles Evers. 
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Chairman HANNAH. Gentlemen. 
Will you raise your right hands. 
(Whereupon, ,Charles Evers and Aaron E. Henry were duly sworn 

by the Chairman and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair, gentlemen. 
Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioning. 

TESTIMONY OF CHARLES EVERS, MISSISSIPPI FIELD DIRECTOR, 
NAACP, AND AARON E. HENRY, MISSISSIPPI STATE CONFERENCE 
PRESID~"-T, NAACP AND CHAIRMAN, COFO. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Evers and Mr. Henry, will you please giv~, .for 
the record, your full names and your addresses and your positions. 

Mr. HENRY. My name is Aaron E. Henry. I live at 636 Page Ave
nue in Clarksdale, Miss. I serve as Mississippi State conference presi
dent of the NAACP, and chairman of the COFO movement of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. EVERS. I am Mr. Charles Evers, 1072 10th Street. I am .field 
director f-0r the NAACP, State of Mississippi. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Evers, I •believe you have a statement describing 
some of the history of the NAACP voters' registration in the State 
prior to 1964. Would you care to read or to summarize the statement 
to give the Commission some idea of the 1background,. 

Mr. EVERS. I would be glad to. 
The National Association .:for the.Advancement of Colored People 

has been active in :M:ississippi "for 4'7 years. Its first branches were 
located in Vicksburg and Jackson, Miss. Today we have 22 branches 
in the State. 

Our prime objectives are now and have been voter registration. 
We try to help the Negroes in the community to become qualified t<> 
vote. We have had many and much opJ?,osition. 

Our large campaign began in 1955 in Belzoni. Rev. George Lee, 
who was president of our branch, had gone µ,round working. day and 
night to get Negroes registered. And, because he registered and .yould 
not remove his name from the registrar's book, he was sho.t do~ in 
his driveway going home. r 

A few weeks later Mr. Gus Courts, who was also working with 
Reverend Lee in getting Negroes :registered µi Belz.oni, was shot <;lo:;wn 
in. his store and eventually left and went north fo some other place 
to~ • 

We have had any number of •beatings and killings pecause.Negroes 
have tried to register in the State of M:i~issipp_i. 11:herefore, we know 
that the reason why we have no more Negro registrants in Mfasis~ippi 
is because of fear. . 

To the First District, for instance, we l!ave over. .53,504 Negro~ over 
the age of 21. That's the district from whfoh Representative Thomas 
G. Abernethy comes. Of the 53,000 Negroes who would be 
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registered voters we have less than one thousand registered in the 
district. 

The Second District where Representative Jamie L. Whitten comes 
from we have 159,000 Negroes over 21. We have only 6,000 registered 
in the Second Congressional District. 

And, the Third Congressional District, our district here where Rep
resentative John Bell Williams is from, we _have 101,695 Negroes 
over 21. We have less than 8,000 Negroes registered. 

In the Fourth Congressional District, where Representative Arthur 
Winstead is from we have 56,239 Negroes over 21. Of that we have 
less than 2,000 Negroes registered. 

In the Fifth Congressional District where Congressman Willia.m M. 
Colmer is from we have 32,599 Negroes. Of that number we have 
1,517 Negroes registered. 

There is also a record showing how Negroes are discriminated 
against. There are different counties, particularly J e:fferson County, 
we said before where there are 8,000 Negroes, and no Negroes regis
tered in J e:fferson County. 

Lee County where there are 5,131 Negroes over 21 we have less 
than 200 Negroes registered. 

Monroe County where there are 5,670 Negroes over 21, we have 9 
Negroes registered. 

In Noxubee County where there are 5,670 Negroes we have 9 Negroes 
registered. That is, a continuation of harassment, beatings, bombings, 
and killings of our people, is the reason why they weren't registered. 

In Leflore which has 13,517 Negroes in Greenwood, we have less 
than 300 Negroes registered from that county. 

Sunflower County, 13,524 Negroes over 21. We have less than 164 
Negroes registered. This was up to July 1963. 

Tunica County where we have 5,822 Negroes over 21, we have less 
than 20 Negroes registered. 

Washington County, Greenville, Mississippi, the heaven of Missis
sippi where we have 20,000 Negroes over 21, we have 2,500 registered.. 

That is just the gist of what we ha;ve in the State, and it comes from 
the reason, because of harassment, from the law enforcement officers, 
from the constables, clean to the executive department of our State, 
from the chief of police to the rookie cop on the beat. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Henry, you have been particularly active over a 
period of time in leading voter registration activities. 

Would you care to -give a statement about efforts over the course 
of the past year and anything else you would like to say~ 

Mr. lliNRY. Yes. Again, I would like to repeat, my name is Aaron 
Henry. I live in Clarksdale, Miss., Coahoma, County, the county in 
·which I was born on July 2, 1922. 
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I ·am happy to express a welcome to the Commission for coming 
to Mississippi. We had anticipated your coming over 2 years ago 
but we are glad you finally made· it. I am grateful for this oppor
tunity to appear and discuss in capsule form our experience in trying 
to register to vote during the year 1964. 

At the present time there are approximately fewer than 24,000 
Negroes registered to vote in Mississippi. Out of a voting population 
of approximately 400,000 Negroes over 21, roughly about 6. percent 
are registered. 

On January 4, 1964, under the auspices of the NAACP, registration 
to vote campaigns were begun in the following communities: Amite 
.County, Biloxi, Canton, Claiborne County, Clarke County, Cleve
land, Coahoma County, Columbus, Florence County, Greenwood, 
Gulfport, Hattiesburg, Jackson, ~aureI, Leake County, McComb, 
Marion County, Meridian, Moss Point, Pascagoula, Newton County, 
Prentiss, Vicksburg, Walthall County, Washington County, and West 
Point. 

The Mississippi Council of Federated Organizations, which is most 
often referred to as COFO, is an umbrella type organization that 
coordinated the efforts of th~ major civil rights organizations working 
in the area of registration and voting within the State of Mississippi. 
These organizations were primarily the Congress of Racial Equality, 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

In 1964, in addition to helping out in the campaign areas already 
mentioned, where campaigns were launched by NAACP, COFO 
launched additional campaigns in the following communities: Ripley, 
Belzoni, Sunflower County, Tallahatchie County, Panola County, 
Franklin County, Neshoba County, Chickasaw County, Ruleville, 
Natchez, Adams County, Boonville, Holmes County, Marshall County, 
Issaquena County, Anguilla, Rolling Fork, Aberdeen, Amory, and 
several other communities. 

Now, to become a registered voter in Mississippi, as you ·probably 
have been told numerous times, an applicant to register must, be able 
to interpret to the $atisfaction of the circuit clerk, who in Mis~issippi 
is the. registrar,. any of the 286 sections of the State constitution. This 
poses an unreasonable burden and hardship on the prospect:i,ve, r~gis: 
trant. To attempt to ove:i;come this, voter..,r~gi$tration clin~cs ~re con
ducted by holding citizenship classes fu fre~dom sch9.ol13 to help 
famjlj.arize the prospective registrant with aU the sections rof, the 
constitution. Door-to-door canvasses are made and people ,are -_en_
couraged to go down and try to vote after coming to: the :citizenship 
school_s.- , , 

1770-805-65'---l:1 
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Many Negroes are encouraged to go down and try to register without 
coming to the citizenship school because many of them have sufficient 
education to do it without this additional help. 

Many of these people express fears in going down. to register. 
These fears are expressed in varying degrees. Many are afraid of 
physical violence, economic reprisals, losing jobs, or not getting jobs. 
For many people an attempt to register would result ·in their not 
having any money to buy milk for the baby, no money to buy food 
for the family, and no money to pay the rent for the roof over their 
heads. 

In many areas people are afraid to go down to the courthouse 
alone, both from the standpoint of fear of physical violence and also 
for the fear of being identified as one alone trying to register. 

To offset .both of these difficulties we encourage as many people as 
we can to go down to the courthouse and try to register. We feel 
strongly there is some element of safety in numbers. When we organ
ize a community in an attempt to get many of the Negroes of the area 
registered we call such an attempt a freedom day. 

In many communities the headquarters for organizing voter regis
tration campaigns is in buildings that we call Freedom Houses. 

The announcement of the 1964 registration to vote campaign ·brouglit 
the following action, on the State level, from our legislature: 

An increase from 275 men to 475, the authorized strength of the 
highway patrol, and invested the patrol with police powers during 
emergencies, determined by the Governor. 
- Gave greater authority to municipalities to restrain the movement 

of individuals. 
Strictly regulate •picketing of public buildings so as to obstruct 

norn;ial access to them. 
Increased penalties which municipal courts may assess from $100 

-and/or 30 days to $300 and/or 90 days: 
Authorized municipalities to pool manpower and other resources 

for prevention and alleviation of riots or civil disturbances. 
rProvide penalties up to $500 and/or 6 months for printing and 

circulation of boycott leaflets, handbills, et cetera. 
' Make 'unlawful, punishable by heavy fines, refusal to comply with 
police commands in nine circumstances, defined to relate specifically 
to demonstrations. 

The white community respbrided to this voter registration campaign 
mthe following actions : ~ • 

•Ou:triglit refusal by registrars to )?ermit N0i:,o-roes to attempt to 
register. '' • 

Church burnings. ,. 
Beatings, involving residents and voter registration workers. 
Economic reprisals. 

1 
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Shootings. 
Bombings. 
Murders. 
Cross burnings, and other forms of intimidation. 
I have prepared a list of 55 examples of these experiences which I 

will be happy to submit. to the Commission. 
These are but a few of the crimes that have been committed against 

Negroes who tried to register to vote. These crimes have been com
mitted in many cases with the cooperation of local officials. There are, 
nevertheless, some law enforcement officials in Mississippi who con
scientiously serve the law. Police Chief W. C. Burnley of Greenville 
and former Sheriff L. A. Ross of Coahoma County are examples. 
'They are not, however, numerous. 

In spite of the difficulties in trying to register 'to vote, Mississippi 
found more than 17,250 people during the year of 1964, going to the 
various courthouses throughout the State, trying to register. 

A few over 1,600 were successful, the greatest number coming from 
Panola County where the Federal Government has won a. suit to do 
away with the constitutional .interpretation requirement as a pre
requisite to voting. Around 900 Negroes are now registered in Panola 
County. 

As encouraging as this may appear on the surface1 we must. hastily 
cite the fact that there are over 400,000 Negroes over 21 years of age 
who did not go down to pass the constitutional interp:i;etation test and 
try to register. These more than 400,000- are the victims of fear to 
the extent they are afraid to avail themselves of this elementary 
American right. They are so :cowed down by the official State policy 
and white power structure that they dare not try. 

In addition to these reasons already given there are other :factors 
that work to hinder the efforts of Negroes to register to vote. 

Poverty and economic dependence of Negroes on their white em
ployers to earn a livelihood. Many Negroes fear losing their economic 
base altogether if they attempt to register to vote. 

The sharecropper is dependent. 
The cotton picker is dependent. 
The schoolteacher is dependent. 
And, public employees are dependent. 
Any step which will bring a Negro into the public view, in an effort 

to register to vote, will increase the likelihood that an employer, or 
a creditor, or landlord will deprive him of the economic necessities 
of life. 

This problem is amplified manyfold by the extreme degree of poverty 
which exists among the Negro communities of :Mississippi. To take 
an economic risk in Mississippi is to risk life itself. 
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The historic inadequacies of the education provided by the State of 
Mississippi to Negro schoolchildren makes any reading comprehension 
test essentially an unfair qualification for voting. 

We know of the hardships and the risks that are involved, yet we are 
determined to secure the franchise for Negro citizens in Mississippi. 
We will continue in 1965 essentially the same program that was carried 
on in 1964. The only difference will be that we intend to increase our 
activity. We intend to increase the number of areas and the number of 
freedom days. 

The present Lieutenant Governor, at his inauguration only last 
January, called on all State officials to "wage a brave, determined, and 
continuing battle against an invasion from any source, that takes from 
any group, of our heritage, sovereignty, constitutional rights, and 
Southern way of life." 

The present Governor has the distinction of being the only Governor 
in the Nation to counsel disobedience to the Federal public accommo
dations law. He may have had a change of heart lately, but we will 
wait and see about that, too. 

Federal Judge Harold Cox, from the bench in March of 1964, 
referred repeatedly to Negro voter registration applicants as a "bunch 
ofniggers" acting like a bunch of chimpanzees. 

On the other and possibly promising side, note can be taken of the 
concerted action of the Jackson, Miss., business community in support 
of the compliance with the Federal accommodations faw, despite the 
Governor's counsel and despite strong pressures from the White 
Citizens Council. 

The contempt of official Mississippi for law is recognized by the 
Federal Government which has, since the late 1950's, had .to devote 
untold hours of attorneys and FBI agents' time, and assuredly mil
lions of dollars of taxpayers' funds, keeping Mississippi and its politi
cal subdivisions and its officials at the bar. Not yet, however, has the 
Federal Government been able to guarantee the right to vote to Negro 
citizens of Mississippi. The Federal Government now has legal action 
pending in a majority of the counties in Mississippi and an omnibus 
right to register to vote suit, scheduled to be heard this term of the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Yet in Forrest County, the only victory against 
an individual thus far in the long history of the Federal activity in 
Mississippi, for the Federal Government, we still find the circuit clerk 
is still refusing to register Negroes. He has been found guilty of 
contempt of court and the Federal Government continues to tolerate 
this behavior while he remains a free man. 

The Civil Rights Bill of 1964 has not helped to get one Negro 
,registered in the State of Mississippi. In the right-to-vote section of 
the bill it is thus far useless in the area where the right to vote is 
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continuously denied. There are, however, some remedies I would like 
to suggest to correct this evil : 

One. President Lyndon Johnson should make it unequivocably 
clear that the Negro citizens of Mississippi are going to secure the right 
to vote, now, regardless of how much it. takes in terms of Federal force. 
The soft talk he is doing on the issue is simply not helping or getting 
through to the law enforcement bodies of the State of Mississippi. 

Two. This term of Congress should pass three acts, in my .opinion, 
aimed at securing the right. to vote: 

Number one. A Federal registrars bill, authorizing the appoint
ment of Federal registrars by the Department of Justice, to come into 
any county where any of the adult population is denied the right to 
vote. The authority to register citizens should be extended to both 
National and State elections. 

Number two. A bill outlawing the literacy test as a prerequisite to 
voting. The literacy test wherever it is used is designed to prevent a 
certain group or class of people from voting. 

Number three. A bill to make the State, county, and city liable for 
damages when violence and/or intimidation is directed by any citizen 
or official against persons trying to register to vote or assisting people 
trying to register to vote. 

In the event all of these efforts fail, the President, should then use 
his full power under Title 10, Section 333 of the Federal Cocl.e. Doubt
less some creditable· con~ideration of expedience at this time .could be 
cited to support a decision against now taking vigorous Presidential 
action under section ~33 in Mississippi. Surely, however, the Attorney 
General's position would be less misleading and therefore less perilous 
if he could acknowledge that the President today has the power to act 
but believes police action under section 333 of titJe. 10 inadvisable. 
Therefore, it is clear that the question of Federal police intervention 
in Mississippi and the extent and kind of it is, in other words, not one 
of power to act, but of policy. _This is precisely the position spelled 
out by President John F. Kennedy in his telegram on May 14, 1963, 
to Governor Wallace of Alabama. He said: "Under this section, 
Title 10 USCA 333, wlµch has been invoked by my immediate prede
cessor and other Presidents as well as myself on previous occasions, the 
Congress entrusts to the President all determinations as to (1) the 
necessity for action; (2) the means, to be employed; and (3) the 
adequacy or inadequacy of the protection afforded by State autl,iorities 
to the citizens of that State." 

Of all the problems that are in existence in Mississippi today it is 
my feeling that all of the problems ean be resolved once the right to 
vote is gained. The problems of economic deprivation, educational 
inopportunity; injustice in the courts, and the right to vote can all 
be resolved once the right for all of our citizens is gained. We will no 
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longer have a congressional delegation mWashington, all of whom 
vote against the poverty bill. Their only reason for voting against 
the bill is because the bill will help Negroes as well as poor white 
people of Mississippi earn a better living. Twenty-six percent of all 
the people of Mississippi earn less than $3,000 per year, 32 percent of 
all the people of Mississippi earn less than $2,000 per year. 

In the Mississippi Delta where I come from 51 percent of the people 
earn less than $1,000 per year. For our Congressmen to vote against 
the poverty bill is a clear indication that they have no feelings for the 
welfare of the majority of the citizens who are represented by a com
bination of Negroes and poor white. 

Once we gain the right to vote for Negro citizens of Mississippi, not 
only will we free the Negro in our State, but we will free thousands 
of our white brothers in the process. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you, Mr. Henry. 
Chairman HANNAH. Do you have further questions i 
Father Hesburgh ~ 
Commissioner HEsBURGI:I. Mr. Henry, I take it you ·believe the vote 

is the most important thing to focus on right now in the State i 
Mr. HENRY. Yes; if1we have to take an either-or situation-I would 

rather take both-I would say the vote. 
Commissioner I-lEsBURGI:I. I gather also you think that the greatest 

thing moving against the vote today is the fear on the part of those 
people who have to register and vote, is that correct~ 

Mr. HENRY. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner HEsBURGI:I. And this fear, I gather, is a very real 

thing in most of the counties outside the large cities i 
Mr. HENRY. Well, even in the large cities, and I would like to say 

this: The statements that we are 'hearing now coming from the official 
people of our State, to my mind it's because the State of Mississippi 
is right now in a show case. In other words, the ,Commission is here 
looking at us. The Freedom Democratic. Party is now taking deposi
tions, trying to unseat what we feel are unduly elected Congressmen 
from our area. All of these pressures are now directed directly on Mis
sissippi, and I don't think that Governor Jdhnson could say anything 
differently ifhewanted to. 

I am not at all convinced that this great change of heart that he is 
expressing now is a genuine change. You wait until the Commission 
goes back to Washington. 

Mr. EVERS. That's right. I agree. 
Commissioner llisBURGI:I. The other point, the three points you 

have mentioned have already been recommended by this Commis
sion on a nationwide basis, that there be Federal registrars simply 
organized, that we eliminate literacy tests because of the long abuse 
of these tests, and the third thing you mentioned. 
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Mr. HENRY. Intimidation. 
I would like you to know, to let them know in Washington, we 

in Mississippi are asking for the same thing. 
Mr. EVERS. I would like to add we feel it be just and fair that the 

entire registration books of Mississippi be completely wiped out and 
have a brand new registration since our Governor and mayors and 
the rest of them are saying there is no discrimination, let's all clean 
the books and everybody have an equal chance to go down and regis
ter and then we will see that Negroes will have the same opportunity 
that white have. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. Now, you gentlemen have been working 
in this field, a long time, the field of voting. What do you feel right 
now are the chances of success of this whole busine1?s i 

Mr. HENRY. I don't see much chance of success as long as we have 
the constitutional interpretation test as a prerequisite to voting. You 
see, this constitution, it gives the registrar so much latitude, he can 
pick sections that-and of course our State constitution is replete with 
idioms, ex post facto, caveat emptt>r, and if you don't have some 
basic understanding of the Latin language, then you will have no 
possibility of interpreting a particular section, ii he doesn't want you 
to ·be .a:ble to pass this section. And, if you have to go, Father, into a 
clerk's"'office and ask to be registered, and the clerk can ask you to 
interpret any of 286 sections of the constitution and you have no way 
of knowing what section :he's .going to ask you before you get there, 
I don't think that Father Hesburgh of Notre Dame would -be a regis
tered voter ofMississippi today. 

Commissioner lIEsBURGII. I even said yesterday I thought the law 
deans might have some difficulties. 

Mr. EVERS. And, to add to that, Father, as long as we have the 
caliber of the registrar we have in Mississippi and the feeling with 
which they have against Negroes and the cooperation that they have. 
from the sheriff department, from the attorney general's departinent 
of our State and from the.executive department of our State, Negroes 
won~t ever be able to register, so we are going to need to have a clean 
sweep 0£ the whole thing in order to get tJiis done\ There will "have 
to be a. Federal registrar and elimination of the literacy test. 

Commissioner lIEsBURGH. I think there is one little cause £or hope 
that I notice, and we have been having these hearings all over the 
various States of the North, ·East, South and West. There are civil 
rights problems everywhere, but they differ in different sections. But, 
oil this precise thing are either of you gentlemen going to comment on 
this chart which I think shows some progress in. some Southern States 
adjacent to Mississippi i It's a rather interesting--

Mr. HENRY. I would like to go political on you just a minute, and 
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if you will check this chart, you will find that every State-and, of 
course, the black indicates the Negro registration-you will see 
that-- • 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Actually it is a comparative thing over 
a number of years. 

Mr. HENRY. If you check every Southern State where you have got 
45 percent or more of the Negroes registered in the States, that these 
States went Democratic this year, and every State where you have less 
than 45 percent registered-check it-they went Republican. 

Mr. EVERS. Right. 
Mr. HENRY. Now, to my mind this is because of- the appeal to racism 

that the Republican candidate used as his main force in trying to be 
President of the United States. 

It was in these areas where the Negro was not registered where he 
had his greatest appeal and I believe if we get the right to vote, we 
are going to change the political statements on the stumps, by the 
people who are running. 

As I said, many people who take these extreme positions we believe 
are not free to be as good as they are at heart. Forit is political suicide 
for any white man in Mississippi to take a position that he believes 
that all Negroes should register to vote if he expects to w~-l;iecause 
the first law of politics is to get elected next time. And if we cfth create 
a situation where he can be decent and can express ideas of humanity 
on the stump and still have some hope of winning, then I believe that 
we will change the expressions, and certainly the public attitude, and 
I hope the image, of the State of Mississippi to a great degree. 

Commissioner HESBURGH. One last question, and I would like to 
ask this of both of you. 

W1iat would the State of Mississippi be like if every qualified voter, 
white and Negro, could vote~ What changes do you think would 
occur in this State if that happened~ 

Mr. EVERS. Actually, I would like to speak. I think it would be 
one of the greatest States in the Nation. Number one, because there 
would be almost an equilibrium of participation. You see, our State 
consists of 41 percent of Negroes and if the Negroes who were quali
fied were registered, then we would send decent representatives to 
all of our offices from the constables clean to the government and 
to the Senate and Representatives, and they would go there and 
represent all the people of Mississippi and not just the white popula
tion or extremists. 

Now, I would like to add there are many decent whites in 1\fissis
sippi. I don't want any one to think all white people of 1\fississippi 
are bad. They feel as we do. They know it is suicide to come out 
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and speak up. I would like to even say that if Negroes were per
mitted to register even the Governor himself and the mayors of our 
cities wouldn't be as quick to speak out against Negroes as they are. 
In any community or any county where there are voteless people, 
there are hopeless people, and our country is built on politics and eco
nomics, and we have neither, the vote nor the economics. 

The whole thing of it is they are depriving us of this right and if 
we ever get an equal chance to register, then we will have an equal 
chance, equal school, equal housing, equal jobs, and equal participa
tion in our local political affairs. 

We will have to elect sheriffs. We have to elect the deputies so 
they won't be around and throughout this county murdering our 
people at will. We have to get rid of all this racism that our poli
ticians preach and we won't have people standing in the doors block
ing people from getting education and keeping them from voting. 
This is the thing we want to eliminate if we can get the right to vote. 

Mr. HENRY. I think the essence of Mr. Evers' answer is, there is no 
indication that we have any desire of changing the white supremacy 
under which we live, to a black supremacy. In other words, we are 
tired of the white one we have lived under and we feel that qualified 
people, black or white, would gain and be entitled to the vote of all 
the people who were registered. And, to add to what he had to say, 
to make it explicitly clear we don't have a racist philosophy on the right 
to register. -

Commissioner HESBURGH. In other words, you don't want to sub
stitute one race for the other i 

Mr. HENRY. No. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. I am very glad you made it clear that 

you reject 'racism of any kind, both Mr. Evers and Mr. Henry. 
Mr. EVERS. I would like to say that this is not a fight white against 

black. It is right against wrong. We are not out to destroy tlie 
white race and make the Negro race superior. We are only out to 
make things equal on which our country is based on. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. Mr. Evers, you state the NAACP has 
been working in this State for some 41 years with 22 branches work
ing for voting registration. Is there a branch in the counties of Jef
ferson County and Tallahatchie County i 

Mr. EVERS. No, we haven't. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. We heard testimony that there are no 

registered voters there. 1W"ill you tell us something about why the 
NAACP is not considering helping people there since tl~ey ,said tl1ey 
would need some protection or encouragement i 

Mr. EVERs. I would1 lilm to say the ·only reason we liaven't gone 
into Tallahatchie County and to' Jefferson ·County is the NAACP i's 
mostly volunteer people of the local levels, and we just haven't been 
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able as yet to beat down the :fear and get enough Negr.oes into these 
areas, and we haven't gone in ourselves to get chapters started there. 

Now, we appreciate the COFO workers who came in here and 
helped us get started. They have done a wonderful job in this area, 
and I would like to make it clear we do appreciate them, and I am 
sure most of the Negroes in Mississippi appreciate the work they are 
doing. . 

We don't have chapters there, and it is because I said our chapter 
is. made of local people, and for the local people it has •been suicide in 
the past to identify yourself as a member .of the NAACP, but since the 
coming of the COFO workers that makes all organizations-it seems 
now the NAACP is an ,accepted godchild of all the organizations 
which we don't particularly appreciate either. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. You said it is more respectable to be a 
member o:f the NAACP than COFO? 

Mr. EVERS. It seems they feel we are, at least. 
Mr. HENRY. While we haven't gone into Tallahatchie as an orga

nization, however, there are several of us that have worked with Mrs. 
Kegler and Mr. Gray, Grafton Gray and several of the other citizens 
o:f Tallahatchie County .on a personal individual basis. 

Frankly, it was with us that they made their attempts to register 
and made their attempts to ~he various Federal authorities, so we 
are not unknown in these areas. 

Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold? 
Commissioner GmswoLD. JI.fr. Ev~rs, I heard Governor Johnson 

on that television program last Sunday afternoon in which I recall 
correctly he referred to you ,by name. Did you hear·that prdgram or 
see it? 

Mr. EVERS.· No, I was 1busy iworking on civil rights at the time. 
Commissioner GmswoLD. I was 1busy working on civil rights at the 

time looking at the program. 
He said, if .I recall correctly, t4at you didn't have any follow~g in 

the State and that you were not-a recogn:~ed leader of Negroes or 
anyone, else in.the State. I wonder if yo:u would ha.ve any comment 
to make on that? 

:Mr. EVERs. The only-comment .I would, haye-to make-on, that is, l 
asked NBC for equal time and I also. would lik~ to- make one -sta~ 
ment: That I don't profess to have any more support of a:U ~he,N egroas 
that the Gove:i;non should·professto.have a)l th~supportof the whites. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do y~m -feeJ ·tha:t you hav~ sub13~tial 
support?, r ~;'1 

Mr. HENRY. I would like tomtervene there. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. The reference -of the Governor was to. Mr. 

Evers andI wquld like to hearMr. Evers :first. 
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Mr. EVERs. I rfeel that every Negro, including the Uncle Toms, 
would like to be free and have the same rights that I am advocating. 

Now, whether they follow me is not important. It is the idea of 
they want to be free and they are willing to fight to be free. 

Now, I couldn't say that I have the support of them . .As I said 
before, nor can the Governor say he has the support of all the whites, 
because he doesn't. 

Commissioner GruswoLD. Mr. Henry i 
Mr. HENRY. I think for Mr. Evers to be called upon to state, per

haps vainly, how much -following he has.among the people could be 
better answered 'by those of us who follow him, and I serve as presi
dent of Mississippi State conference of N.A.ACP. Mr. Evers jg the 
field secretary, and by activity, he is the most important officer the 
N.AA:CP has in tlie State, and I know ,of the undivided support, love, 
and loyalty perhaps millions of Negroes all over this country and 
thousands in this State have, that would swear and die by Charles 
Evers, and I'm pretty sure that the Governor hasn't spoken to the 
same people with whom •we have been conversing. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin•i 
Commissioner RAl-1-:KIN. I have one concern. That is, you lock the 

white people of Mississippi into a group. Don't you think there is 
a group of white people of good vein in the State i 

Mr.HENRY. Wetriedtosaythat. 
Mr. EVERS. I know there are many. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Do you think any intimidation exists in 

the State iby one group of whites against other groups of white peoplei 
Mr. EVERS. Surely. 
Commissioner RaNKIN. Would you give some examples 1 
Mr. EVERS. One example, the mayor of Natchez didn~t advocate 

throwing ·bombs, so because he wouldn't advoca,te throwing bombs, 
they threw one at him. 

The editor of one of our local papers here, who is a fairminded 
lady-she doesn't necessarily have to be an integrationist-she sympa
thized, and printed what was right and her place was blown to bits 
a few months ago. 

One of ·our good reverends, who is a local white minister, has been 
in jail I guess a dozen times because he believed in democracy in 
Mississippi, and there are a thousand otherf? who would suffer the same 
type of intimidation if they would speak up. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Don't you think this group of people of 
good feeling is growing in spite of this intimidation 1 

Mr. EVERS. Yes. 
Commissioner RANKIN. It is getting larger i 
Mr. EVERs. Yes; and I will have to admit things arebetter·because 

people are beginning to realize, including our Govern.or and the mayor, 

https://Govern.or
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that the same guns they use to destroy Negroes will destroy them unless 
they soon sing the tune they want to hear. 

Mr. HENRY. In this same problem Mississippi has ibecome I suppose 
the forgotten territory within the States. I don't recall, since I have 
been born, when a President has visited Mississippi. We use to talk 
with the Attorney General, Mr. Bobby Kennedy, about coming into 
Mississippi, and we never could get him to come down here. These 
white people who want to speak out have no umbrella of support under 
which to stand and unless we can get people of stature :from all over 
this country to make this kind of a presence, then this identification 
I don't think is going to take place as rapidly as it ought to. I told 
Bobby 1 day that he reminded me of the Black Muslims. They don't 
come to Mississippi either. 

Comm1ssioner RANKIN. It was quite a standing invitation you also 
have given to the Civil Rights Commission. 

Mr. HENRY. You didn't get a standing ovation from everybody but 
a lot of us are glad you are here. 

Commissioner RANKIN. There is one other pQint I want to clear up. 
You mentioned a minute ago, "When this Commission returns to 
Washington." You would be surprised about this Commission. We 
don't stay in Washington. We are full-time employees at other jobs. 
We go back to Durham, back-to Harvard, and all of the different com
missioners go back to their regular jobs. We,are doing this on the side. 
We are not the usual bureaucrat by any means. I can assure you that 
if the Rankin :family had to live on the income I received serving on 
the Civil Rights Commission, the income would be lower than the 
median of the Negro families in Tallahatchie. I just want to point 
out we are people here of different pursuits, from different sections 
of the country, who are here, commissioned by the Federal Govern
ment, to try to ascertain facts and we are in a different class from the 
usual Washington bureaucrat. 

Mr. HENRY. Okay, I'll buy that. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson~ 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Mr. Henry, you mentioned the com

ments of the Governor which are different from the comments that 
have ·been heard at times in the past. You mentioned that you view 
these with some suspicion, that you will wait and see. 

Mr. HENRY. Yes, sir. 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Is it wise to question the expression of 

a change instead of welcoming it, thereby trying to encourage it~ 
Mr. HENRY. Because of the time at which it comes. If this expres

sion of good will had come at a time when we were not, shall we say, 
in the show case of this country, with the Civil Rights Commission in 
Mississippi looking in on us and the other activities that are now going 
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on around the State, when you got a man sort of backed up against the 
wall he will say anything to make you let him alone, and I'm not too 
sure that this isn't the type of expression we are getting from Governor 
Johnson. 

Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Isn't it true there have been some other 
changes of attitude in recent months in Mississippi~ 

Mr. EVERS. Not by the executive department, no. 
Mr. HENRY. The Governor of Mississippi has counseled noncom

pliance with the Civil Rights Act and only recently, since you have 
been p_ere, he said maybe we ought to obey it. 

The businessmen of Jackson and some other communities have 
offered statements of compliance with what is progress in this country, 
but we haven't had it from the official family of government of the 
State and until this action comes, unpressured, voluntarily, then you 
will have to view it with suspicion. You see, I have been a Mississippi 
Negro all my life and I have seen many white people do strange things 
a lot of times and this is another example of it as far as I am concerned 
at this time. 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. I notice that the sheriffs, the clerks as
sociation, and, as you say, some of the businessmen of the cities, have 
made new expressions that indicate a will to comply with the law. 
Would you offer encouragement for these people now that they have 
stepped forth~ 

Mr. HENRY. I will certainly offer encouragement for them but I'm 
not buying it completely. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. On another J.me, Mr. Evers, we in the 
South, all of us, have looked at COFO and groups of this type at vari
ous times with considerable misgiving. Just as the Negro voter regis
trant doesn't like unpleasantness at the courthouse, the average south
ern white doesn't like unpleasantness in his home town. We have all 
had certain misgivings. Yet, at these hearings we have heard witness 
after witness say they were given courage to go down because somebody 
went with them. Do you think this is a valid fact, what the witnesses 
have been telling us, that when someone will go down to the courthouse 
with them, the Negro in Mississippi is encouraged to registed 

Mr. EVERS. Certainly I agree 100 percent, and that's why we need 
more people to come in and take our people by the hand and go down 
to the courthouse. Because we know that our elected officials will be 
the first ones to try to block us from going down. And all this tune 
they are singing about Mississippi is better, and get off our back, and 
get along, and get with us, that until this type of signs are taken down 
in the county courthouse, saying "white men" and "white women," 
and until he can go in and tell the registrar to forget the literacy test, 
and they have their proper other qualifications to register, and tell the 
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highway patrol to stop stopping our people on the highway, and curs
ing, and beating, and tell them that because they are a Negro you have 
no right to be here, and until he can tell the sheriff to respect, and when 
they attest Negroes to give them equal opportunity under law, and 
until we can get the Governor himself to come out and say that .every 
person in this state has a right to register and vote, then until then, 
the thing that he says falls on deaf ears. 

Mr. HENRY. There ii;; another quality of the COFO worker that has 
not been discussed since I have been here-of course, it might have 
been at some other time-and that is the presence of white Americans 
with the Negro people working for registration. Now, it is somewhat 
of a sad commentary but when the Negro alone is a victim of violence, 
neither Mississippi nor America is very much concerned about it. But 
for the fact that when Chaney was killed there was Goodman and 
Schwerner, two white Americans, America became very much con
cerned about these particular murders. We got a list of murders 
here, of Negroes, perhaps two pages long, since Medgar was killed in 
1963, and most of it never even gets into the newspaper in Mississippi, 
bu~ for the fact when a 'White American is involved in our struggle 
with us this is an added incident and people are less victimized, 
Negroes are, when whites are involved in the activities, than when 
whites are absent. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. They had this voter registration. drive 
organized last year under COFO. So long as you have the same prin
ciple and participation, it could come under a variety of names. 

Mr. HENRY. We 'Would very much like to have had local white 
people working with us in the voter registration campaign. 

Appeals were made and there were no answers made to come for
ward and work with us. We believe if the Negro in Mississippi had 
only the white man that he knows in Mississippi to form his image of 
what w:hite America is like, none of -these white men would have come. 
But the fact that all white people came in from other States, they 
were cursed and beaten on the streets like we were. When we had 
this kind of involvement from white America it really gave the Negro 
leadership ail.other handle on which to hope to. dispel the violence ·that 
begins to crop up into the mind,of Negroes. 

When you can say positively to him that all white people are bad, 
"You remember John Jones caree to live with you and here is an ex
ample of white America that you did appreciate," and when you have 
the love philosophy, and love ethics, that is being preached by Martin 
King and many others involved in the movement, you get· another 
reaction, too. You get ,reaction that says this isn't working and let's 
try another way. And the greater number of whites that are involved 
in the struggle gives· Martin, and those who advocate the love ethic ap-
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proach to the resolution to the problem, a stronger hand. And maybe 
·by the continued strengthening of his hand we can get through this 
crisis with less violence than if there were not such people on the scene. 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. One final question. We southerners are 
strong on tradition. 1,iVe have had Negro witnesses here who remember 
things that occurred 80 years before, incidents of violence. The white 
people of Mississippi remember just as clearly Reconstruction. Your 
population is 47 percent Negro. Do you agree with the previous 
witness who said that he felt this large proportion of Negro popula
tion is perhaps the chief reason the whites fear Yoter registration by 
Negroesi 

Mr. EVERs. Definitely, I agree. 
Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Do you also believe it is a valid feari 
Mr. EVERS. Let me elaborate. I think because they haven't been 

enlightened to the point that we only want to become a part of the 
society. They think we want to take over, which is wrong. 

Je:iferson County is 76 percent Negro. They don't want to take 
over. They only want to help elect sheriffs and things of that kind 
who represent all the people. 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. This is precisely the point I wanted you 
to reiterate because it does seem to me that Mississippi is in a special 
position in the South. It has the largest proportion of Negro popula
tion of any State in the South:, I believe. Therefore, it would perhaps 
ha:ve the highest proportion of Negro 'voters if voter registration 
were free and open. 

The average white Mississippian I should imagine at heart is deeply 
disturbed by this. He doesn't know what would happen then. He 
fears what you have just said earlier you do not favor, black supremacy. 

Mr. EVERS. Right. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. And, I would like your thoughts ex

pressed on that point. 
Mr. EVERS. Well, the point I would like to say: the white Mississip

pians have been misinformed about the whole structure of our' Govern
ment. This is not a white man's State. This is our State, and he 
shouldn't lookat it that the Negroes are trying to surpass us. 

It is a matter of Negroes and whites together. They must work 
together and live together, and no one is superior. 

They have been brainwashed by politicians that if you give Negroes 
a chance they are going to rape your women, ana do this, and .all these 
types of things, and they haven't been told ·the fact that this is a 
democracy and this is a country of all the people, and we Negroes of 
Mississippi only want our equal share. They say what do you Negroes 
want¥ What you have. What you have, we want, no more and.no less. 
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.And, I would like for the white people of our State to know that we 
aren't going to settle for anything less than equal opportunity. When 
Medgar and l were boys walking to school we use to have to walk on 
the dirty rock road and the white kids would have to ride in the shiny 
school buses, and they would splash mud on us, and we said some day 
we are going to change this. .And, we would get down to these schools 
where they have one or two shutters and they would have to huddle 
aroUild a potbelly stove-we didn't even have a blackboard to write 
on. Most of our school teachers didn't finish eighth grade. They use 
to have us bring pennies. I want the whites to know we were deter
mined to get our rights. They would have us bring pennies to go buy 
black paint and a brush and paint on the wall a blackboard for us to 
write on. Then the white Superintendent of Education would send us 
all the broken-off chalk that the whites had used down to the finger, 
and we would have to use that for our crayon. That's why we weren't 
going to settle for anything less. Another thing, the white kids would 
ride on the school bus on the way back and call us "nigger, nigger, 
njgger," and spit on us and the driver would cut over and cut us off the 
road. So we aren't going to settle for anything less than equality. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Once that is established, is there any
thing that is different in what is good in politics for the Negro and 
what is good for the poor white man 1 

Mr. EVERS. No, the poor white man in Mississippi is worse off than 
we are, and he doesn't know that, because the white politicians are 
using him as a tool to try to keep the Negro-

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. How1 
Mr. EVERS. No. 1, you are only better than somebody and that's the 

Negro, you stay over him and you will be superior to somebody, and 
then they go back and drink their coffee and laugh about the poor 
whites making a dollar a day and struggling and living in broken
down homes, and yet they are white and free . 

.And, when they wake up, and, with us, we are going to free 
Mississippi. 

Mr. HENRY. They are using the poor whites and the Negro against 
each other. They say any time there is a crime committed by a white 
man against a Negro, that was just a red neck that did that, poor white 
trash. Us up-to-date white people wouldn't do anything like that. 

Then when there is a crime committed by a Negro against white 
persons, particularly a crime of sex, they point out that's all the Negro 
want to do, get your women. So they use each of us as a part against 
each other and keep us divided. Once. the Negroes and poor whites 
wake up to the fact that we are both being used by this poverty-stricken 
community, we are going to change this. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Who is "they," you say~ 
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Mr. EVERS. I am speaking about the elected politicians of the State, 
the :financial institutions of the State, the organizations of the State, 
the Kiwanis Clubs, Rotary Clubs, Lion's Clubs, and all of these basic 
segments of society go to make up the total population. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Evers, we have had a discussion of the 
problems of the NAACP in Mississippi. We ha.ve the impression that 
hurdles have been created to prevent your successful operation. Is it 
less difficult for you to solicit membership, maintain your organiza
tion. in Mississippi today than it was 2 years ago or 5 years ago? 

Mr. EVERS. I think it has been more encouragement and, as I said, 
that goes back to the coming of the young people last summer. It 
has given Negroes more encouragement and they have now the feeling 
that they can only kill us, that's the worst they can do, and they have 
been doing it all the time so it is now much ea.sier for us to get mem
bers in the NAACP than years ago because Negroes have become 
aware of the fact that wemust get together and work together. 

Chairman HANNAH. You have indicated that the COFO workers 
and white workers who ha.ve come into this State, and helped with 
the registration drives, in yo~r vie:w, have been very helpful? 

Mr. EVERS. Right. 
Chairman HANNAH. We have not had testimony offered here, but 

we have read and been told by responsible white citizens that one of 
the problems is that some of these white COFO workers that have 
come in from out of the State have not behaved in an exemplary 
fashion. I would like to ask you, have you had any instances reported 
to you where white workers from the North or elsewhere in the country 
have, by behavior in Mississippi, embarrassed you or your workers? 

Mr. EVERS. I would rather refrain from making any statement about 
the character of anyone because if I can refer to his character they 
can refer to my character too. I don't think this has anything to do 
with the work they have done. I will say again they have done 
wonderful jobs in. the area. We differ. Sure, man and wife differ. 
I said I want biscuits, my wife said you are going to have toast. We 
won;t get a divorce. I wouldn't say we don't differ with COFO; 
who wouldn't differ? But, I say they do a. lot of good and I hope 
next year there will be more coming in. 

Chairman HANNAH. I wasn't trying to .get you to indict them but 
what I said was, did you know of instances where white COFO 
workers from outside of Mississippi have embarrassed you, and the 
cause you represent, because of their attitudes or actions in 
:Mississippi? 

Mr. EVERS. Well, no; I wouldn't say they have embarrassed me. 
would be wrong to say that, because I have never had no more em
barrassment in my life than when I heard one of our elected officials 

rI,7•0-SOli--'65-12 

I 



172 

make this statement: "I don't see why in the hell they raise so much 
fuss over the murder of three civil rights workers when thousands 
are being killed in New York." So, if that wasn't the most embar
rassing thing I have heard, there is nothing the COFO worker could 
do to embarrass me. 

Chairman HANNAH. We have had testimony today to the general 
effect that the Negroes, their children that have more education than 
their parents have, tended to migrate out of Mississippi into the North 
and West because there were greater job opportunities and life might 
be more pleasant. Is this one of our problems in Mississippi~ There 
have been many young Negro Mississippians that have been educated 
and done rather well. Had they stayed in Mississippi would you have 
:fewer problems than you have~ 

Mr. EVERS. I don't think so. Number one, there has never been 
any opportunity for educat~d Negro Mississippians. There are only 
a few things for us to do. The only thing left to do is to teach school 
and if he teaches school he is under the supervision of one o:f the 
extremist racists of the board of education who has no elected official 
at all :from the Negro race. He has to abide whether he likes it or 
not-there is no Negro teacher in this State that wants to bow to 
being unequal. We have less than five clerks in the post office de
partment. Here in the VA hospital where we are sitting- now we have 
less than two Negroes in the personnel department. Less than two. 
We have right here now. We h~ve a segregated barbershop where 
Negroes have to get their haircuts in the ward and washroom here. 
Every hospitaf in Mississippi is segregated, and therefore, there's not 
a hospital that I :know of in Mississippi where Negro doctors, unless 
he ·has been well accepted, could just walk in with ·hfs qualifications 
and get a jdo on tp.e staff at the hospital. 

There is one or two in Jackson but Jackson is an exception I would 
say; 

Generally tliere is nothing for the Negro to do and so they have 
left. The agriculture department is controlled and dominated by the 
whites. The social security was controlled and dominated by- the 
whites. As illy Governor referred to, the welfare department has 
not a Negro down in the welfare department doing anything. 

Althoughhe said we received 61 percent of it. • 
If we receive 61 percent they should hire people· to do Negro case

work; We can't get Negro caseworkers; so there is no reason why 
rthey- should stay in Mississippi. That fa why we are :fighting up now. 

Internal Revenue, we just got two or three Negroes down there in 
the last month. 

All the large factories, we only have a couple there, the garments 
plants, there may be a Negro woman or two sweeping the floor. 
There's not an elected Negro official in Mississippi no place. There 



173 

was one appointed over in Greenville a few days. ago. So, what do 
we have to stay here iod .And, those who stay here are here because 
it is home and we are not going any place and we are going to make 
Mississippi like any other State by expressing the evils we are 
exposed to. 

Chairman HANNAH. I don't want to use this platform to make a 
speech and I am in full sympathy with your objectives. I would like 
to point out we have discrimination against Negroes and other minor-
ity groups elsewhere than in the South, as you recognize, and one of 
the real problems. of the Negro in the North is that, .historically, 
the Negroes have been branded as "Negroes" and there are compara
tively few white people that have. known well educated, decent, re
spectable, Negroes and as you indicated, every time that there was 
something in the paper that indicated there was a Negro involved in 
a rape case, or something of that sort, this was always pointed out. , 

One of the problems has been that many white people have said 
well, that's the way all Negroes behave and one of the real problems 
has been to create a situation where the Negro is accepted as an 
individual, not as a Negro. 

I happen to be a white man, hut all of my life I haven't been 
damned because of every Scotch-Irish man with the. same ancestry 
I have, got into trouble. They don't say, well, what did you expect, 
all Scotch-Irish people are badly behaved. 

Some of them are scoundrels and some of them are pretty decent 
people, and the basic problem in the North-I know what is the prob
lem in the North-is to get people to 1).CCept others as individuals and 
I'm in full sympathy with what you are talking about, in Mis~issippi, 
l?ut I think the Negro people in Mississippi hav~, to recognize that 
when you get all througp., the best you hope fo:i; is that you are going to 
be accepted just as- white people :are, not as equals at all. Soma are 
very good. Some aren't very good. Some have much skill and some 
don't have much skill, and one of the problems you point out, the fact 
that there are not many people that are employed in high positions, 
Negroes in Mississippi, is also. true in Michigan. But, I am as cer
tain as I am sitting here this afternoon, that for the able Negro that 
is well educated in ¥ichigan at the moment, he is advantaged over 
mpst white people because there is a real desire on. the part of our peo
ple. to overcome criticism based on. racial prejudice, but alJ. this can. 
do is give the Negro an opportunity and then he's .got to demon~trate· 
that he can fulfill the job, and again I have talked too long, hut I think 
it needs to be pointed out when we are trying to get the right to yote 
and right to decent education so that the young Negro can definitely 
open the potential that God gave him, then he must have an oppor
tunity for a job that will treat him equally as compared to whites and 
can m~ke the same contributions to society, to live in the same kind of 
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house and have availa:ble to him the same accommodations so that 
there is the same reward that goes to the Negro who makes the same 
social contribution as a white person. This is what this is all about 
and we mislead people if we lead them into the notion that the social 
advantages come on the basis of numbers and I'm sure that's not what 
you are trying to say at all. 

Mr. EVERS. I am only saying that is in the American dream, but in 
Mississippi it is not even a reality. That's what we want. But, I 
cannot get out here and teach a young Negro that 10 years from now 
all you got to do is finish college with a master's degree or B.S. degree 
in economics and you will be able to go downtown and get a jdb. That 
is hypocritical. We want that and the day we get that, we will be 
glad to teach that and not before. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mr. Evers, you referred to the fact that the 
COFO and other groups brought white people into the State to help 
you and you referred to the fact that no Mississippi white people had 
helped you to vote. 

Mr. EVERS. No; I didn't say that. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Perhaps Mr. Henry. 
Mr. HENRY. It was me. • 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Would it have taken great courage for a 

white Miss_!SSippian to nave participated in your voter registration¥ 
Mr. HENRY. Indeed, yes. 
Commissioner GmswoLD. What can be done to change the situation 

so that it won't take great courage for a white Mississippian to seek 
to extend to all the citizens of the State a normal citizenship¥ 

Mr. HENRY. This is the same kind of question you ask when you 
say, which came first, the ~hicken or the egg¥ I believe that once we 
get a Federal registrar's bill wherein people will be registered, then 
the other inhibitions will be reduced in accord with the numbers that 
are registered. 

I believe before we can get any substantial number of white people 
positively identified on the right side in human dignity that there is 
going to have to be a change in the political expressions from the 
stump. This is where we get our teaching. This is where the ideas 
are formed. This is where the activities of the people begin, and 
until we get this kind of teaching from the head of the State on down, 
we are going to find the white people of the State reluctant to become 
involved in what will be to the!Il- an act that will place them in the 
category of being a "nigger lover," place them in the category of 
themselves being victimized by prejudice of their own people because 
they have taken a definite stand. Now, I can think of more than a 
hundred white people in the State who participate to some degree in 
organizations that advocate all of the basic humanities for which we 
have spoken today, but they are not able to take these positions pub-
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lfoly, in their own neighborhoods, where it will do the most good. And 
until we create the kind of a political climate that this will not be 
detrimental to them, then they are not going to do it, so I say give 
us a Federal registrar ·bill in 1965 and the Civil Rights Commission 
won't have to worry about Mississippi no more. We can handle it by 
ourselves, then 

Mr. EVERS. That's right. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh, another question~ 
Commissioner llisBURGH. It is more thinking out loud for a 

moment about one of the things you brought out this morning. We 
have been hearing the last 2 days about fear, fear,. fear on the part of 
the Negro community. I think one thing that has come very clearly 
out of this dialog is fear on the part of the white community. I 
ask myself this--and I don't say this as an expert from the outside 
that has a lot of answers because I don't have a lot of answers-but I 
have asked myself this: Has there ever been in history a good society 
built on fear~ I don't think so. I think it has to be built on mutual 
trust, mutual respect for human dignity, mutual respect for human 
rights. And I think a community built on fear is a community that 
breeds prejudice, violence, hate and it breeds things that are had for 
white and Negro. 

Mr. HENRY. I agree with you. 
Commissioner HrumURGH. I think it corrupts and corrodes the whole 

society but I think what we are all searching for is a way to drive 
forward to bring about a break in this lockstep, to somehow break 
the fear on both sides. The fear, that the Negroes have and the 
whites have, that somehow you can unite good people on both sides 
for what would be really a great society. And if I might add one more 
thing, which is purely opinion, which you may or may not agree 
with-at least you have lived here all your lives and are a better judge 
than I am-it would seem to me if you can ever get to this point, where 
you can eliminate the fear and create more trust in believing each 
other when we say good things, whites or Negroes-and even when 
the Governor says, "I am for law and order," you say, "Hurrah, let's 
have you do that"-and if this would happen, I would suspect Mis
sissippi could drive out way ahead of the problems of the North 
which are much more entrenched and covered up with much more 
hypocrisy. 

People here who hate someone, they say it; whereas up North they 
brush it up and don't say anything. They are a little more honest 
about it down here. If you get rid of this :fear, I think you would 
come into a relation of trust and love. 

Chairman HANNAH. Any other questions~ 
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Vice Chairman PAT.rERSON. Did I understand you to say there are 
segregated wards in this hospital¥ 

Mr. HENRY. I didn't say wards. There is segregation in the hos
pital. I don't think the wards, as such, are segregated, but I do 
know the barbershop where I have been hammering away for years, 
that one chair, and I know the Negroes get their haircuts in the 
washrooms and on the wards in this hospital, now. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, gentlemen. You are 
excused. 

(Witnesses excused.) 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is Wiley A. Branton. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Branton. 
Mr. Branton, will you raise your right hand i 
(Whereupon, Wiley A. Branton was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified as follows : ) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioning. 

TESTIMONY OF WILEY A. BRANTON, DIRECTOR, VOTER EDUOATION 
PROJEOT, SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Branton, will you state your full name and ad
dress for the record i 

Mr. BRANTON. My name is Wiley A. Branton. I presently reside 
in Atlanta, Ga. My voting residence is in Pine Bluff, Ark. 

I am a lawyer and at the moment director of the Voter Education 
Project of the Southern Regional Council. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Would you describe what the Voter Education Project 
• g
IS. 

Mr. BRANTON. The Voter Educatio]). Project is a special project 
which was organized about January of 1962 to make a, study, over a 
period o:J; approximately 2½ years, of the causes for low voter registra
tion and participation in 11 Southern States. We were given a rather 
substantial grant by three foundations, and we started into the busi
ness of voter registration and education about April 1 of 1962. We 
terminated the active registration programs in the 11 States where we 
were working in October of 1964: and made a study of electien returns 
following the November 1964: election. 

Since that time we have been in sort of a phasing-out proposition, 
studying and analyzing the data which we have secured during the 
past 3 years. 

Mc TAYLOR. Thank you. 
If I might, I would like to direct your attention to that chart for 

a moment and ask J\!Ir. Humpstone if he would explain what the 
figures are¥ 

Mr. HuMPSTO:NE. The chart shows estimated Negro voter regis
tration in 11 Southern States as it was in 1956 and as it is in 1964:. 
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In Alabama, the 1956 figure is 11 .percent registered. The 1964 figure 
is 23 percent registered. 

In Arkansas,. the 1956 figure is 36 percent registered. In 1964, 4~.3 
percent registered. 

In Florida, the 1956 figure is 32 percent. The 1964 figure is 63.7 
percent. 

In Georgia, the 1956 figure was 27 percent. The 1964 figure is 44 
percent. 

In Louisiana, the 1956 figure was 31 percent. The 1964 figure, 
32percent. 

In Mississippi, the 1956 figure was 5 per,cent. The 1964: figure is 
6.7-percent. 

In North Carolina the earlier figure is 24 _percent. Th~ m~re re-
cent, 46.8 percent. , , 

In South Carolina the earlier figure is 27 percent; the 1964: figu,rn, 
38.8 percent. ' , 

In Tennessee, in 1956, 29 percent of the voting age N~groes were 
registered. In 1964, 69.4 percent. • 

In Texas, in 1956, 37 percent. In1964, 57.7 percent. 
In Virginia, in 1956, 19 percent of the voting age Negroes -were 

registered. In 1964, 45.7. percent were registered. • 
Mr. TA-YLOR. Thank you. 
Mr. Branton, both these 1956 and, 1964 .figur~,, I beH:~:ve, are esti-

mates which your Voter Education Project has made. • r • 
Can you give us the basisior the 1964 estimates-~ .. 
Mr. BRANTON. Well, the .figures which you use for 1964 were com

piled in our office in Atlanta~ In some instancef::l these figur~ are 
official State .figures. In others ,they .are .es4imates.which Wf have piade 
in our own omce fr~m information fro.m sever,al ,different quar,ter~.· . 

If you want me to run down th~~ i:q. th,e. care o:f Alabama, w,e,.:fin4 
it .extremely difficult to get offici.al .figures from ..Alabama. Som(} of 
the newspapers fu Alabama have run surveys and they h~ve, gatp.er~d 
certain i;nformation. A number of people 'f;J:l.o:h,_ave peen. interested in 
the p:coble~s-we.are talking about white I?~ople now; in -4:J.abalil.a
.hav:e gath~r~~l.ot},ier .figures, And in.some pla,c~&-fo~ example in.¥,9,. 
bHe,-in .M~con· .Count,y, .Birmingham, and .~<;mtgomery-:you are abl~ 
to get official figures from the local registrars. :So we have,ga,th~red 
the IT.11formation from several different sour,~~ and w,e hav,e,.o~ co.urse, 
come up with an estim3:ite for our, own :eurroses wl1ich we maJre, it. ,a 
.h~bit to keep as conservative as possible_, and yet as. realistiq a1:1 posstl;>l~. 
So if there is ·a~y revi_sionjt will a1way,s be pp l'.P,ther thap../l?;wn• ,And 
based upon the kind of information I have described, Alabawa,~9,"\f 
ha~:111,000 register.ed Negr9 voters in,~hat State.. ",1 

https://register.ed
https://offici.al
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I believe that Governor Wallace· claims there are about 5,000 or 
6,000more. 

One newspaper would show it about 4,000 or 5,000 less. 
In Arkansas you have an annual registration which is based solely 

on the payment of a poll tax. Prior to November of 1964 there was no 
registration machinery whatsoever. You received your right to vote 
by the payment of a poll tax but this had to be on an annual basis. 
When you pay your poll tax you give your race and every 2 years 
the State auditor who keeps those records would make an actual count 
of the number of white voters and number of Negro voters. 

He only does this every 2 years. However, it is possible to write 
to the local county clerk and get the figures from him if he has 
counted them. If not, it is a simple matter to send somebody over and 
count the names on the book each year because there will be a "W" 
behind the name of each white taxpayer and a "C" behind the name of 
each Negro or colored taxpayer. 

The year before last, the actual count was made in Arkansas. But 
for the percentage that is quoted there-that's a H)64 figure-the count 
happens to fall, it happens to fall in the year the count was not made, 
and we estimated that at 95,000. 

Now, since that time we have made a count-the books just closed 
October 1, 1964---and we find that the Arkansas figure is approximately 
10,000 lower than we should have reported it, so that the Arkansas 
percentage is actually higher than is reflected on that chart, which 
is prepared based on figures as of November 1, 1964. 

We showed at that time a Negro registration in Arkansas at 95,000. 
The actual registration of Negroes in Arkansas right now is approxi
mately 105,000. A point here that the Commission may be interested 
in-this is the last year that Arkansas will be using that kind of a reg
istration law because in November the voters approved a constitutional 
amendment which removes the poll tax as a prerequisite for voting in 
any election. 

Beginning March 1 that State for the first time will have a ·perma
nent registration system. There will be no property requirement. 
There will be no literacy test and a local State judge ruled the other 
day that you couldn't even ask or inquire as to a person's race or party 
preference. That will go into effect on March 1. 

Florida happens to be one of the States where you can get official 
figtJ.res,from the secretary of state approximately every 3 or 4 months. 
We rounded the figures off: On our chart here we show 300,000 reg
istered Negro voters in that Sta~. I believe the official figure was 
299,960~ r 

Florida reports periodically registration by race and major political 
party so that these are official figu.res. 
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In Georgia we cannot get official figures from the State. Every 3 
or 4 years you can get official figures showing total registration but 
not with any racial breakdown. Some of the newspapers have at
tempted to run surveys in several of the different counties in that 
State to find out what the actual registration is and we have used. that 
as a source of basic information to which we have added our own 
figures because we have pretty good statistics of what registration in
crease has taken place during the past 2½ years. 

In many of the metropolitan areas of Georgia-for example at At
lanta, Augusta, Savannah, Columbus, Brunswick-you can get official 
figures from the local registrar and since they make up the rather 
vast proportion or percentage of the total population it's a pretty sim
ple matter to run some little surveys or resort to other information to 
supply figures for rural counties. 

In Louisiana, here's another State where you can get official figures 
by race and by major political parties from the secretary of state. 

Mississippi, it's very difficult to get information from Mississippi. 
In fact, in Mississippi you can't even get information as to the total 
number of registered voters without any kind of breakdown. 

I believe our last effort at trying to get information from the secre
tary of state resulted in a letter suggesting that we write to each of 
the country registrars and to each of the country clerks in some 200-
odd municipalities in the State of Mississippi. 

We started off using as a base the figures which were contained in 
the, I believe 1961, roll on voting as published by the Commission on 
Civil Rights and we have added to those figures, using that as our basic 
source of information, data with reference to the actual increase in 
registration since that time. 

We have been able to verify some increase in registration in Mis
sissippi since the project started in 1962 and we show that since that 
time there has been an increase of approximately 4,500 Negro voters 
in the State of Mississippi. 

Most of it came here in Jackson, some in Greenville, a small number 
in Clarksdale, some in Meridian, Laurel, and down on the Mississippi 
gulf coast, Hattiesburg, of course, being excluded from that number, 
and a more recent registration increase up in Panola County, I believe 
that's at Batesville, Miss. So, that most of these figures have been 
based on reports which we have compiled from field reports showing 
the names of people who had been successfully registered. 

In North Carolina you can get official figures showing statewide reg
istration but not on a racial breakdown. We have had to supplement 
this with figures from the metropolitan areas where we can get a racial 
breakdown. 

In South Carolina we started off with an estimate from several dif-
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ferent sources. We show Negro registration as of November 1 in 
South Carolina at 144,000. 

Now, I'm satisfied in my own mind irom reports which I have seen 
that Negro registration in South Carolina is substantially higher than 
the figure we show here and higher than the percentages shown over 
there, but we have not been able to verify it because we have met with 
some difficulty with reference to the basic figures that we started off 
with. But, we do show an increase of 53,100 Negro registrants be
tween April 1, 1962, and November 1, 1964, and this we can verify 
rather substantially because South Carolina is the only State where 
we had actual registration programs going simultaneously in each of 
the six separate congressional districts in that State,'and our field re
ports have supplied us with the names, the addresses and the registra
tion certificate numbers of each new registered voter so that we know 
that the increase is correct. 

It's t11e basic figures that we differ on. 
In Tennessee, here again you find difficulty getting official figures 

in Tennessee, but you can get a pretty good estimate of the statewide 
total but not with any racial breakdown. It so happens however, that 
most of the Negro registration in Tennessee is concentrated in metro
politan areas where you can get official figures from the local registrars 
and by just adding those together you can almost come up with the 
Tennessee registration. 

Shelby County, for example, •where Memphis is the county seat, 
has the highest registration of Negroes in the South with I believe 
about 03,000 registered voters. That's at Memphis, and, of course, 
when you add to that the figures from Chattanooga, Knoxville, and 
Nashville you almost come up with the ·great bulk of the Negro 
registration in that State. So, since we have dbtained figures from 
those local sources we know that those figures are correct. 

Texas is very much like Arkansas was. Here you have a State 
where you have no registration machinery other than the payment of 
a poll tax and, of course, a new provision for free poll tax receipts for 
p-eople voting only in Federal elections. Texas fig1J.res can •be rather 
.confusing because the figures will fluctuate almost every year. 

I£ there is going to be an election, people pay their poll tax. I£ 
there is not going to be an election, they don't •bother. So, yon may 
have a fluctuation, statewide, of almost a million voters, without regard 
to race, ·but those figures -in Texas, quoted over there, are figures for 
people who were qualified to vote in the November general election 
for Federal office. It includes people in three different categories, so 
far as Negroes are concerned:· Those who paid their poll tax and were 
qualified to vote in all elections both Federal and State, those who by 
reason of age 65 or rubove were exempt from the payment of}loll fax, 
rui.cl those who did not pay a poll tax but went in in a 6-week period 
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in the first part of the year and obtained a free poll tax receipt, which 
would qualify them for ·Federal voting. 

In Virginia you can get ·figures once a year from the Secretary of 
State. We have found, many times, these figures are meaningless 
because the clerk is required to send some figures in, ii,nd many times 
they send in a record, which was 1based on the preceding year, and 
will not take into account the increase in registration since that tjme.. 
And we have compared State office figures with figures from local 
registrars and, of course, since the figures coming from the State 
ostensibly came from the local registrar, we have compiled our own 
list by checking local newspapers and local registrars. 

The Virginia increase, I might add, was-most of that increase re
sulted, within the past 6 months; that is, during the last 6 months of 
the year of 1964: when a Federal judge struck down the blank paper 
registration. 

Virginia at onetime, when you walked in, would give you a blank 
sheet of paper and the applicant was supposed to fill out certain 
information without anything ·being on there, and he was to know, he 
was expected to know, exactly what they wanted on there-name, 
age, residence, et cetera, and a Federal judge ruled that people could 
go in there with prepared forms and fill them out, and when this 
decision was handed down there was a rather sharp increase.in registra
tion in Virginia. 

I don't know of anybody or any agency which has any more-com
plete figures on registration by race, 'in the South than those contained 
in th~ .files of the Southern Regional Council and I think for the_most 
part they are rubout as accurate as you can come up with. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Branton, these figures and what you have .said 
about them would indicate that there has lbeen a good deal of progress 
in voter registration in a number of places. 

They would. also indicate that there hll$ not been very great progress 
in this State. I :wonder if you could tell us about the activities of the 
VEP in Mississippi-I understand the project was ultimately with
drawn-what the reasons were for the withdrawal, and why the 
progress elsewhere, but not here. 

Mr. BRANTON. When we started into the registration business--prin
cip~lly we have operated 'by making grants to other organizations to 
finance their.nonpartisan registration activities. 

In the case of some organizations because of the fact they were 
engaged in activities other than voter registration we had a rather 
clear understanding that any funds. which we provided were to go 
solely for voter registration and education, and we sort of rode herd 
on the grant to .make sure that the terms of the grant. were not violated., 
We tried to be as equita:ble as possible, in the beginning, ;by making 
grants under a complicated ,formula, which we adopted, which would 
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ma;ke money availa:ble in each of the 11 Southern States, with some 
relationship to the total number of unregistered Negroes of voting 
age in those States, and Mississippi is a place where we had a rather 
early start. One of the reasons for it was that I happened to have 
already known a great deal about Mississippi. I lived most of my :life 
in Arkansas and I have relatives in Mississippi and visited here very 
often and knew a good many of the people in the organizations here. 

I was personally acquainted with the indigenous leadership and so; 
even before the projects were started, I came in to Jackson for a 
regional meeting of NAACP which was held, I believe, in February 
of 1962. So that by the time we were able to really start business on 
April 1, 1962, we made funds available on a 90-day crash-program basis 
to several different organizations-NAACP, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, CORE, and SNCG-for work in Mississippi, 
most of it in Mississippi and in the delta region, and up in Marshall 
County. And following that-90-day period we sort of took a look-see 
at that project, which we had sponsored at the time, and with other 
projects which we had sponsored at the same time across the South. 
And we even-after the first 3 or 4 months, we saw these startling dif
ferences where we were getting measurable results in other places but 
not in Mississippi. 

We then started coming into Mississippi. I made several trips in. 
We sent our field staff in to find out the reasons why, and at this time 
we were approached by local Negro leaders in Mississippi, who felt 
that the problems in Mississippi were so complex that perhaps it 
would be better if everything was coordinated, rather than having 
each organization go its separate way. 

I talked with the late Medgar Evers and he and some of his co
workers had drawn up, on paper, a program which bore the name 
Mississippi Council· of Federated Organizations. They said to us 
that the only way that they could really expect to see a breakthrough in 
the problems of Mississippi, and those problems at that time were 
identified primarily as fear, fear of economic intimidation, fear of 
physical violence and harassment, et cetera, would be for everybody 
to work under some umbrella organization and they asked us if we 
would make our grants through COFO. Well, we went along with 
separate organizations for awhile and then in fall of 1962, at my 
suggestion, a meeting was called in Clarksdale to discuss with all of 
the Mississippi leaders the possibility of really making COFO a work
ing organization. 

Now, one thing that I would like to set the record straight on, if I 
might: Many people have talked about COFO being an outside or
ganization, but I don't know whether it is outside now or not, but cer
tainly in the beginning, and for as long as we were involved in it, 
COFO was made up of the Mississippi Negro leadership of organiza-
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tions which had been in existence, here in Mississippi, for long periods 
of time and the people who came from the outside were primarily field 
workers and canvassers and door knockers who came in at the request. 
of the local Negro Mississippi leadership. 

Well, we sponsored this meeting in Clarksdale, and had representa
tives there, and decided then to channel any grants which we might 
spend in Mississippi through that organization. It was at that time 
that Mississippi COFO really came into being. But, even on the very 
night that we organized, the harassment intensified. This meeting, 
because of the fact that everybody wanted to get back to their respec
tive area, didn't break up until almost 12 o'clock at night and as we 
left the meeting at 12 o'clock at night in Clarksdale a number of people 
were going to their respective towns, I think the occupants of some 
three or four different automobiles were arrested as they left there 
and many of them were locked up in jail. I happened to spend the 
night on that occasion in Clarksdale with Aaron Henry and we received 
a call, oh, at 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning that several of our workers 
were in jail. I went down personally at 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning 
to try to see about obtaining their release. I couldn't get anywhere. 

The next morning I went down, some were in city jail and some in 
county jail, and I obtained the release of several of them. There were 
six occupants in one car. This car was going to another city. This 
car had been stopped about three blocks from where we were meeting. 
All occupants were held in jail all night and when I got them out the 
next morning and asked the nature of the charges, I was told they 
were all charged with loitering. Well, I had practiced law for about 
11 years before I went to this project and I must admit I have never 
heard of a charge of loitering in a moving automobile. 

The occupants of a car were put into police cars and taken to jail. 
Now, there was no mechanical defect, no mechanical defect of the 

vehicle they were riding. Nevertheless, the local police had a wrecker 
and sent to have the car picked up to tow it !ibout six blocks to a garage 
.in Clarksdale and the next day after obtaining the release of the 
charges of the occupants all charged with loitering, we came over to 
pick up the car and I believe the bill came to about $40 for towage and 
special handling. Nothing wrong with the car but the only way we 
<Jould get the car was either pay the money or file some replevin 
action which probably would have been much more time com;uming. 
The trial was set for, I believe, the following afternoon at 4 or 5 o'clock 
in the afternoon and I took off then to investigate some matters down 
around Greenville. Some of the workers who had been released went. 
to Indianola, Miss., to hand out leaflets of a voter registration mass 
meeting that very njght and they were arrested and.locked up in jail 
for distributing handbills without a permit. 
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Now, these were the people who were due in court 5 o'clock in the 
afternoon in Clarksdale. Because I am a lawyer and because I went 
around :first and tried to obtain some local lawyer to represent them-I 
could not find any lawyers who would accept employment and because 
I am a lawyer and had practiced in a number o:f Mississippi courts, 
always, o:f course,·with permission of the judge, when I explained that 
I was from out of the State-I was permitted to represent the defend
ants and to our great surprise the city moved to dismiss the charges 
against the peopie who had been loitering but charged the driver with 
driving in a hazardous manner. 

Well, we explained that we couldn't get the people out of jail down 
at Indianola and, of course, they accepted this and dropped the charges 
as to them also. I don't know the reason for withdrawing the charge. 
It was rather ridiculous, and the trial for the other men who were 
still in jail in Indianola was set for 7 o'clock the next morning. They 
keep ungodly hours at most of these courts in Mississippi. And, I 
drove to Indianola the next morning where these people were charged 
with distributing handbills without a permit. There was what I would 
really describe as a mob in the courthouse at the time. The defendants 
were brought in one at a- time. They were all Negro, and I asked for 
additional time in which to employ local counsel to represent them and 
this request was granted. But then in the full presence o:f the chief of 
police and the judge, somebody came in with one of these aerosol insect 
bombs, walked over to where I was sitting and the defendants and 
started spraying this thing in our faces with the loud statement, "I 
have go to de-niggarize this," and, of course, this brought a lot of 
laughs from the court, but the judge did nothing about stopping this. 

A. day or two later when we arranged for local counsel, a Negro 
lawyer from Jackson, to represent them, the word had gone out that 
these people were coming there for a trial and the fear for the per
sonal safety of this lawyer and of his clients was so strong at that time 
that the lawyer and his clients were afraid to even walk in the court 
room. They drove on to another town and phoned back and arranged 
for a plea of guilty on the telephone with the right of appeal which 
Mississippi procedure provides for where you have a trial de novo. 

Now, I have gone at great length to describe these incidents because 
from there on out it appeared that we were subjected to this kind of 
harassment and intimidation every single week. Because of the tact 
that so many people in Mississippi knew me personally, whenever they 
would get in jail, even though this was not a part of our responsibility, 
they would phone us first, all hours of the night, asking for help. 

These problems were not confined to Clarksdale and Indianola. 
They happened at one time all up and down the delta. Almost nobody 
could get out in an automobile and drive, anywhere without :fear of 
being arrested for some trumped-up traffic violation and in prac-
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tically every instance the simple thing to do was to go ahead and pay 
the fine. 

The problem of bail for getting people out of jail was a tremendous 
problem because in Mississippi as a general rule you can't post .a cash 
bond. It requires a property bond, though in some instances, the 
Attorney General had agreed to the posting of cash bail, and I had 
the problem, for example, in Greenwood going around door to door of 
property owners in Greenwood. trying to convince 20 or more Negro 
property owners that they should sign the 'bond for some of their local 
residents who were being held in jail on very frivilous charges. 

I might add, in most respects, these people were quite willing to 
put up their property and their own income as ·bail for those people, 
but the problems really became acute and we were not getting anybody 
registered. 

In Greenwood, for example, we sent down several hunderd people 
to the registrar's office and then when we would check back with them 
to find out whether or not they had been notified if they passed or not, 
they don't know. They would go. down to the courthouse and they 
couldn't find out, and the number of Negroes who had gone on down 
to the court house in Greenwood during the past 2½ years probably 
exceeds 1,500, but very few of them have ever ibeen notified as to 
whether or not they had passed the test. The harassment by county 
and city officials in Leflore County is a typical example of where they 
have some kind of auxiliary police force that is tied in with civil 
defense. .And you have private citizens who work at other jobs., but 

-they are furnished some kind of helmet, little white helmet; and they 
can wear billy clubs and they get in their private automobiles. And 
at one time it was rather common sight to see carloads of local .white 
private citizens wearing these helmets driving through Negro sections 
with their windows rolled down and malring -v,ery nasty remarks to 
Negroes on the street. You perhaps know as much as I do of the 
use of police dogs in Greenwood. 

Numbers of people were arrested there. .And when the people:started 
going down in rather large numbers they were arrested for parading . 
.And then, as a source of information perhaps to use in court, to show 
that there was no discrimination, and to manufacture evidence, t.o show 
that these so-called marches interfered with the orderly pi,:o·cess of 
traffic, I have personally witnessed firetrucks fu Greenwobd, Miss., 
screaming down streets where Negroes· were' wallring to the courthouse 
and I have followed these :firetrucks and they went nowhere but arbund 
the corner and stopped and all the firemen woul& get off and laugh. 
But, while the :firetruck was going by screaming, with N egro·es going 
to the courthouse, local police would be there with 'photographers to 
take·pictures, supposedly to take pictures, to show to the courthouse 
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emergencies. This happened many times. 

Finally, we found we were spending money in Mississippi .far out 
of proportion to what we were spending in the other Stat.es .and 
despite the fact we were following the same-method~ and techniques 
and even trying to find a novel approach to the problem in Mississippi, 
it became apparent to us that conditions in Mississippi were such that 
you were not .going to get any meaningful registration no matter .how 
much money this project spent. .And it appeared to me it was a waste 
of money .to further spend VEP .funds in that State, with one possible 
exception, and I don't think that you can underestimate the value of 
it: We think that the money spent in Mississippi by .our project, 
though it did not result in substantial increases in registration, .did a 
great d~al to help the people of Mississippi overcome the .climate of 
fear, particularly in Leflore County and some of the other counties . 
.And we think that just .doing this. was money well spent because we 
think that at least in Leflore County, not to mention some others, a 
great deal of the fear has now been eliminated and if you can just get 
get the meaningful court decrees which are vitally necessary, that you 
have a vast reservoir of people who are ready to move in and ask 
for the right to register. 

I don't think you are going to get any meaningful registration in 
Mississippi until there -is a strong definitive court decree enjoining 
the use of the literacy test and enjoining the use of this new law which 
was passed, I believe about 1962, which requires the publication of each 
name and address of each voter applicant to !be run in the local paper 
once a week for 2 weeks before he can even complete the application 
form. 

This is designed purely .for harassment and intimidation and until 
that's knocked out, you are not going to get-any meaningful registra
tion in this State. , It was, for this reason that in November of 1963 
we decided to withdraw all financial support of projects in Mississippi 
with the exception of a continuing program here in the city of Jackson 
which was under the auspices of N.AA.CP. .And later in the spring of 
1964, following the issuance, of a Feder.al court decree in Panola 
County, we ma¢1.e. a grant .to SNCC so that they might go into Bates
ville in Panola County. .And we think it was largely due to funds from 
the Voter Registration Project following the decree in .that county 
which en.abled,an increase in the registration up there. 

But, other than that, we withdrew earlier :in Mississippi than .any 
other-State in the_South which we have worked. 

-Chairman HANNAH. Thank you, , " 
F.ath~r Hesburgh ~· 

--CoID.JD.issioner HEsBURGH. Mr. Branton, I took this chart_ and made 
another one out of it very briefly because it gives a very interesting 
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run, I think. By doing a simple subtraction of the two figures given 
for each State to show the percentage of progress-it is not a total 
percentage, percentage difference-and it comes out 40 percent for 
Tennessee, 31 for Florida, 26 for Virginia, 22 for North Carolina, 
20 for Texas., 17 percent for Georgia, 13 percent for Arkansas, 12 
percent :for Ala;bama, 11 percent :for South Carolina, then it drops to 
1.7 for Mississippi and 1 percent for Louisiana. 

It is a rather striking--
Mr. BRANTON. With ~he exception of Mississippi, Louisiana has 

seen less of an increase. But I should point out that you started off 
with a fairly good number of Negroes registered to vote in Louisiana. 

We have just not been ruble to make much progress in Louisiana and 
our ibig problem there has ibeen keeping down, as best we could, purges 
of large number of people who are already on the books. And I might 
add in New Orleans the discrimination against new voters is not only 
directed against Negroes but white people as well. And they too suffer 
from discrimination directed towards new voters in the city of New 
Orleans. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Only one last question. 
Are you going to continue efforts in Mississippi to get over the hump 

here~ 
Mr. BRANTON. Well, unfortunately, Father Hesburgh, this was set 

up as a 2½-year project. The project has now run its full term. The 
original grant has been just about expended and at the moment we 
are down to, well, our staff has gone-our staff is pretty much in the 
same boat as the Commission's staff was a few months back when you 
didn't know whether you were going to continue and our good people 
left the staff. 

We think that hefore we go out and ask foundations for any addi
tional money that we should use the time right now-"because there 
is always a natural lull in registration following an election-and we 
should use this time to study and anlyze what we have done and try 
to pinpoint the problems more accurately, decide whether we should 
continue to work in all the States-for example, we think that Florida 
and Tennessee are rapidly reaching the saturation point-and maybe 
come up with a new proposal. As to whether or not we will have any
thing to do with it, I don't know. But at the moment we are going 
out o:f Mississippi. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. You are going to give a good report. 
Mr. BRANTON. We are going to give a full report so somebody can 

take the data which we have compiled and make some use o:f it. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman~ 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Branton, it is apparent from these 

figures that there's greater need here in Mississippi than there is in 
any other State for the continuation of such a project. The cir-
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cumstances that you have described and we have listened to £or these 
past few days could be described as something like a terroristic society. 
Even if we had additional legislation, what do you hope could 
be accomplished as long as there is the kind of conduct on the part 
of the public officials as you say i It seems to me there is something 
else needed. Would you speak to that~ 

Mr. BRANTON. Well, ·here's what I would do, Mrs. Freeman. As
suining .that you get the necessary legislation on the one hand or the 
definitive decree-and I believe that the broad suit which is known as 
United S~ates v. Mississippi, which was a three-judge court case which 
the Government lost below has just been argued in the Supreme Court 
but not decided-even if it is decided in the Government's favor it 
still must come back for trial on the merits as I understand it. But 
assuming you get these things, I think that the problems of Mississippi 
have been so unusual over the years that it calls for some involvement 
at the very top level of our Government. And I would simply say, 
when you do get the legislation or the court decree, I t11ink it is some
thing even the President ought to be involved in. And this is purely a 
personal recommendation. I would simply say to the Governor of Mis
sis's1~pi and to the people, the officials of Mississippi, "Now you say that 
you are law abiding. Now, this is what the decree says and we want to 
see some po!'!itive ~vidence of change in this State. .And we are going 
to give you a certain length of time to stay off your back so to ~peak, 
to see if you really mean what you say:" But, I wouldn't make it long. 
And if this wasn't long, then I think that the problems in Mississippi 
based on the liistory are very much akin to problems around the world. 

If we can send Marines into Tripoli and Haiti and other places
Mexico-to preserve Ameri.can property and protect American prop
erties, -God knows the lives and property of Mississippi need to be 
protected. And I would do just that.. And if it takes the militia, or 
the appointment of a military government of Mississippi to give to 
Mississippi the things that it never got during the Period of ~econ
st~ction, if it comes to that, I tliink we ought to be prepared fo do it. 
And I think the top officials of our Government ought to say so, but 
I would off er this opportunity first. 

I do not believe mrejecting a hand, a friendsl1ip. Id<>, not question 
a man'"s motives. I have lived in tlie South all my life and I .am 
a great believer in a man's word in the South. I even believe, that in 
Mississippi, but I would give the man the first opportunity to pr~ve 
he means what he said; but I wouldn't give him ~s long asJie has had. 

Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold i 
Comm~sioner GmswoLD. Mr. Branton, you said thatyou carried out 

extensive activities in Panola County and thatyou think thathad some
thing to do witli the number of registrations tliere. As I understand it 
there was a court- decree effective both in Panola. and in Tall1,1,Aatchie 
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Counti~. Why did you not carry o~t similar activities in Tallahatchie 
Countyi 

Mr. BRANTON. Dean Griswold, :fran},<ly I don't recaJ.1whether or not 
the decree affected both counties. A.re you stating that al? ~Jacti 

Commissioner Gms:woLD. There were two decrees. 
Mr. BRANTON. Now we dia' receive a request :from SNCC :for work 

in both counties but they told me quite frankly, )Vhen they; presented 
their request,. that they were having more difficulty finding indigenous 
leadership in Tallahatchie County and that there was a fear o:f local 
officials in Tallahatchie County. So when we made the grant, we 
really made the grant :for both counties. But I recall distinctly dictat
ing in the terms of the grant that we expected.the bulk o,f the· :funds to 
be spent in Panola, out gave them the privil~ge, at their discretiQn, o:f 
spending some of it in Tallahatchie because we had already ;reached the 
decision we were not going to spend any money unless we do get mean
ingful results, and therefore we wanted meaningful results, And this 
was a departure from the decision we had adopted the :fall previously. 
I sort of wanted some results to. show :for the funds we granted and 
we sort of restricted them to Panola County but we did give .them the 
discretion o:f spending some of the funds in Tallahatchie. We djd 
not- :follow through to investigate the reasons :for this difference: .and 
frankly I am embarrassed that I can't answer because a part of our 
program is the gathering of research and data. We requir~ people 
to supply progress reports tn us describing what they are encounteri,ng 
with great detail and documentation. And SNCC has failed to submit 
a final report for that particular project and that:s, one of the hold-
overs on some of the things we have got to clear up. ; 

We have never received that information in our omce. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Your major project is to secure additional 

registrants and the data here is to see how effective your program is; 
is that corre(}t1 

Mr. BRANTON. We are making a study of the causes :for low r~gis~ 
tration, the methods and techniques which can be used to do something 
about it. We hope that the result will be increased registration of 
Negroes in most of the Southern States; though I must hasten to add 
that we have made-grants to white groups in areas. We •don't confine 
it, but it is primarily :for Negroes. But we hope to follow through and 
make a study of changes in attitudes where tliere has been an focrease 
in Negro registration, in. other words, to find out what differences· 
come to the community as· a result of increased Negro registration. 

Commissioner RANKIN. I have one additional question . 
.In Arkansas, in the recent amendment, there is no reference to Negro 

or white registrants, am I correct i 
,Mr.. BRANTON. That is correct. 
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Commissioner RANKIN. Do you like that or do you think in trying 
to gather statistics it keeps you from getting the desired information i 
Which would you favor, the keeping it entirely quiet or would you 
like to know~ 

Mr. BRANTON. Mr. Rankin, I'm sorry you asked me that question 
because I do have mixed feelings about it. 

On the one hand, the only way that we are going to be able to 
measure Negro progress in many areas will be to have some racial 
designation on it. On the other hand, I'm basically opposed to racial 
designations on anything. .And when I was asked this question by some 
legislators the other day from Arkansas, my reply to them was, "Well, 
I will tell you just don!t ask me and I certainly won't complain if 
you require a racial designation." 

My personal view is that in registration of voters it really doesn't 
matter too much and I don't think I would be opposed to racial 
designation on a registration form. Of course, sometimes people use 
this racial designation later as a means of discriminating in other 
areas and that's the thing that worries me. Suppose you are selecting 
jurors and you select them from the list of qualified voters. If you 
have a racial designation on there and a man is of a mind to dis
criminate anyhow, it furnishes him with an extra means for dis
criminating if he wants to. .And this can be dangerous. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson i 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. No questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. .Any other questions, Mr. Taylor i 
Mr. TAYLOR. No. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Branton, thank you very much. 
You are excused. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. We will recess until 2 o'clock. 
(Whereupon, the hearing was recessed until 2 :00 p.m. of the same 

day.) 
WEDNESDAY .AFTERNOON SESSION, FEBRUARY 17, 1965 

Chairman HANNAH. The hearing will come to order. 
As some of you know, Mr. Burke Marshall, formerly with the 

Department of Justice, was scheduled to be here today. 
The Attorney General called yesterday to say that Mr. Marshall 

is ill, has been for some days, was confined to his bed, and was unable to 
come. But his statement and the exhibits are coming down from 
Washington and will be here tomorrow. And when they arrive, a 
staff member of the Department of Justice will be called upon to 
present them. 

So that will be put over until tomorrow after those documents arrive. 
Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. The next witnesses will be from Washington County. 
And I will ask Mr. Humpstone to give us a little background infor
mation on that county. 

Mr. l-IUMPSTONE. Washington County is located in the Delta. on the 
Mississippi River. The population of the county in 1963 was esti
mated at '71,000, of whom more than half were Negro. It is the third 
largest county in the State. 

As of June 1962, almost 55 percent of the voting age whites were 
registered voters; about 8½ percent of the voting age Negroes were 
registered. 

The county seat and major city is Greenville, the fourth-largest 
city in the State. Greenville has been a cultural and business center 
in the Delta since the Civil War and has a population of 41,000. The 
population of the city has more than doubled in the past 25 years. 
Most of this increase has been among white residents. 

In 1959, the median income for white families in Washington 
County was $5,600, for Negro families it was $1,600. In Greenville, 
more than one-third of all Negro dwellings and 4 percent of white 
dwellings were deemed unsafe or inadequate for human shelter, 
according to the 1960 census. 

In 1959, the median education level for whites was 12 years; for 
Negroes it was 5 years. In the school year 1960-61, the Greenville 
School District spent $205 per-white child and about $115 per Negro 
child. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thank you, Mr. Humpsi;one. 
Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witness. 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witnesses are Mr. Joseph Bivens and Mr. 

James Carter. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Bivens and Mr. Carter, will you raise your 

right hands. 
(Whereupon, Joseph Bivens and James Carter were duly sworn by 

the Chairman and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. :gave chairs, gentlemen. 
Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioning i 

TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH BIVENS AND JAMES CARTER, WASHINGTON 
COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Bivens, will you give your full name, address, 
and occupation for the record i 

Mr. BIVENS. The name is Joseph H. Bivens, 722 Washington 
Avenue, Greenville, Miss., Washington County. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Andyouroccupation,sid 
Mr. BIVENS. Shoemaker by trade. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And Mr. Carter, will you do the same~ 
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Mr. CARTER. James Carter, 901 Nelson Street, Greenville, Miss., 
drycleaning business. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Bivens, how long have you'lived in Greenville¥ 
Mr. BIVENS. My entire life. • 
Mr. TAYLOR. And where did you go to school i 
Mr. BIVENS. Le Moyne College, Memphis, 'Tenn. 
Mr. TA;YLOR. Are you a registered voter"in Washington County¥ 
Mr. BIVENS. I am a registered voter. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And have you been active in voter registration work¥ 
Mr. BIVENS. I have been active in voter registration work for-

since 1943. We started an organization known as the Washington 
County Progressive Voters League; the primary purpose of this orga
nization was to encourage Negroes to go down and register and to pay 
their poll taxes and meet any other qualification that the city and the 
county or the State might require. 

Mr. TAYLOR. What kind of suc_cess has your organization had¥ 
Mr. BIVENS. I believe, it is my opinion, that they have done a :fairly 

good job, owing to the circumstances and atmosphere and conditions 
iround us, as such. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Would you explain that a little bit~ 
Mr. BIVENS. Well, on several occasions we have called togetl1er 

various nucleus organizations, that people from the rur!!,l areas would 
come in and set up organizations by which they could be a part of 
this as well-outlying areas. And then in t1,e municipality itself, or in 
the urban units, since Greenville-I would like to point this· out
since Greenville is a pivot town, and we have other smaller communi
ties, such as Metcalfe, in the outlying territory, we try to recruit as 
many individuals to build enthusiasm and spirit among them to do this 
particular work. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Carter, you are familiar with the registration 
procedures inWashington County, are you not¥ 

Mr. CARTER. Yes, I am. 
Mr. TAYLOR. How does the registrar select sections¥ 
Mr. CARTER. In Greenville, the circuit clerk has a small box, approx

imately the same size of a cigar box, and when you go in, you just 
ask them. If you want to register, he will give you the papers to fill 
out and he'll give you the box sometime, or just hold it up and say 
"Qet you a section out of the box." And you just reach in the bqx and 
get a section. And of course they will give you a seat where you may 
.sit and fill the application out. 

Mr. TAYLOR. So the selection is at random¥ 
Mr. CARTER. -is at randoll!. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Are all the sections of the constitution in the box, 

or--
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Mr. CAR'.I'ER. No; I assume it is just a feVf-. I don't know how many. 
Probably enough to meet what he probably thinks 'there will probably 
be there to be regi~tered at one time; maybe 15- or 20. But they are 

1 

short sections, some of the shortest in th~-Mississippi constitution. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Is it your opinion that the registrar grades t:p.e tests 

fairly1 
Mr. CAR'.J.'ER. Well, I believe l1e does. 
Mr. '],'AYLOR. How many Negroes in Greenville are registered to 

vote1 
Mr. CARTER. I would say approximately 2,500 in Washington 

County, and about 1,700; 1,800 in the city. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Has there been an increase in registration dur4ig the 

pastyead 
Mr. CARTER. Yes, it has. It has b~en an,increase every year for the 

last 10 or 11 years, because we have organizations-we have, on a 
local level, we have the Washington County Progressive Voters 
League, the Democratic Club, and the Citizens Committee, and of 
course, on the State and National level we have th!;' NAACP and the 
Corps-COFO, rather. And of course, the labor unions work in t11at 
area; they encourage voter registration. And .all of those organiza
tions are helping to push voting registration in Washington County. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you yourself take people to registed 
Mr. CARTER. Certainly. I am sure I have taken approximat~ly 75 

people, or maybe 80 in the last-well, I just say the year of 1~64:. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And .abqut how many of t];lose passed the test1 Do 

you haye any idea 1 
Mr. CARTER. Well, at least 85 or 90 perce~t, because I checks behind 

them and I go back and ask the circuit clerk to let me see their-whether 
they passed or not, and he :w.ill get the-go back and get it out of the 
files and say "Yes,. they're passed." 

And then I say "Well, have they registered 1" And he. says "I don't 
know; we'll check the book." • 

And he check the book. If he found out---:if I find they are not, then 
I'~l call them over the telephone to get their address and get in touch 
with them, tell th,em to go register; they passed the test, why not go 
~~1 • 

Mr. TAYLOR. Soyoufollowup1 
Mr. CARTER. I follow up. 
Mr. TAYLOR..Mr. Bivens, this appears to be a more successful pattern 

of ,regjstration-than in .tlw neighboring counties. Do you. have any 
explanatipn of why that should be so 1 ' , 

Mr. BIVENS.. I would like to ,point out at the outset Jhat we l1ave 
lines- of communication fairly well in that cpmmunity. We have a 
very outstanding newspaper that will carry both sides of the story, 
whatever is printed .. 

/ I 
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If the white community has something to say and the Negro wishes 
to say something in rebuttal, we get equal opportunity to do so. 

We have a fairly intelligent community in general; a number of 
children have gone to high school, and there are a lot of children going 
to coll~ges that are near us. I think it has a great bearing. And the 
radio and the television, and that sort of thing. 

Then we have a segment of the white race that desires fo at least 
listen to our propositions. They don't come just to tell us everything. 
We can at least carry them some information and they can bring us 
some. 

I think that accounts for our unity and amicable relation in that 
matter. 

Mr. TAYLOR. At the same time, sir, the registration figures are rather 
small when compared with figures from other States and National 
figures. 

Can you tell us why more Negroes are not registered to vote i 
Mr. BIVENS. I can account for it. I think it is more or less a pattern 

of fear. You see, it is percentagewise the people that come from the 
old plantations, that they ha.ve been well indoctrinated to do or not do 
this or that thing, and it has been an inherent pattern, and I think it 
accounts for their slowness or reluctance to come forward on. all 
matters. And then the best part of it would be fear that has gone 
throughout the years. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Fear of physical--
Mr. BIVENS-. Not physical violence, :but that which is on the inside, 

inherent :fear; just something that is handed down from one group to 
another, I suppose, from time to time-one generation~ as it were, to 
another. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Didyou wanttoaddsomething~ 
Mr. CARTER. I would like to add t:his comment: Sometime what 

happen to your neighbor affect you. Now there are 82 counties in 
Mississippi. And even though Washington County might seem a 
little liberal in their registration and voting registration, there is 
other adjoining counties-when even though one ·county might be 
liberal, in another county, when they hear what happened in the other 
counties, it keeps that county in fear, too. But it is not on account of 
the law enforcement or the people who are in control of the voter 
registration. 

It is a ma.tter of the mind in the people. And beca.use the State 
hasn't done what they should have done to protect their citizens, and 
they still have a fear even though it is not in Washington County~ 

Mr. TAYLOR. I notice, also,, that the median education level in the 
county for Negroes, is about 5 years. Is this educational level, in 
conjunction with the test that has to be passed, a, factor too i 

Mr. CARTER. Doesn't serve any purpose on that, because some people 
even in fourth grade have been able togo up and pass the test. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. No further questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh i 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Mr. Bivens or Mr. Carter, do you have 

hopes for enlarging the percentage of Negro voters .in the county from 
8½ percent where it presently is i 

Mr. BIVENS. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner lliSBURGH. What are you going to do to accomplish 

thati 
Mr. BIVENS. We are going to plan a massive movement and en

courage and indoctrinate as well as we can: Get to all the smaller 
communities that we can poss~bly find. Get into the churches, and the 
choir rehearsals, and any segment, or group that we might be ruble 
to find which has more than one or two members. 

I think by that we will be able to tell the story to everybody. 
I believe that after the story is told-let them know that this job 

can be done-I think it would serve as a stimulant to encourage others 
to vote. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. Thank you, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Bivens or Mr. Carter, going back to 

this question that Mr. Taylor asked about the fifth grade median edu
cation: Will you tell us something rubout the schools there i And 
a:bout how many children are in the schools?, First of all, are the 
schools still segregated i 

Mr. CARTER. Yes, they are still segregated. 
Mr. BIVENS. Yes. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Is there a compulsory pupil attendance 

law i Are the children required to go to school every day i 
Mr. CARTER. No. It has been abolished ID the State, I think, ap

proximately after 1954--the court decision I believe-and the State 
legislature outlawed that. 

They did have it-but this-they outlawed it after that, so we don't 
have a compulsory law. 

And at least I have talked with one of our representatives in Wash
ington County and I mentioned that I thought it ought to be put back 
on the book, because I think it was really gotten off the !book in con
sideration of the 1954: Supreme Court decision. I believe that was the 
reason it was outlawed, so the Negro wouldn't have to be forced to 
attend school. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you want to add anything i 
Mr. BIVENS. I would just like to add this in conjunction with what 

he has said: There is no compulsory education in the entire State that 
children will ·be forced to go to school. I think it has its bearing, 
it had its primary bearing in that there-the decision that had been 
handed down would keep the children from segregating the schools. 
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But in my particular town now, Greenville, it was the first in the 
State to come forward with a plan of desegregation, or hope to desegre
gate the schools in the near future. For instance, it has offered a plan 
for acceptance, and signed the pledge also. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Well, as long as you would have as a 
requirement that the person be able to,int,erpret'the Mississippi consti
tution, if lie never got far enough·in school to read ii or learn ·about it, 
how could he ever pass the examination if he didn't have a lenient 
registrar? 

Mr:' B:mJNs. I hold this-'-I'm thinking that we are speaking more 
o;r less in the form of a formal education, where people receive training 
various ways: Some are more educated by what he can see or what he 
can hear. I think that is just as much of-it;is just as much a par~ 0£ 

your .formal training as it wou:1<;1 be your mind. I think they are able 
to see and hear over the radio and listen to somebody talk; I think very 
well that is a form of education. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Does the Voters Progressive League help 
them prepare for the examination? 

Mr. BIVENS. Absolutely. That is the purpose of the organization, 
to seek to prep~re them :for the ta~k. ' I 
. 'bhairmari HANNAH. Dean Griswold~ 
• Commissi'dner GR;rswoLD. Mr. Bivens, in your· opinion is• law and 
order good and well enforced in Greenville'i 

Mr. BIVENS. Yes, sir. I must give credit to the police department 
as such, and to the other law enforcement officials, that· they are very 
:fair .about the law enforcement in Washington County, not-and also 
in Greenvi1le, Miss. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Is' there what you would call police 
brutality i:µ 'Greenville~ 

•' Mr. BiVENs. No, sir. There-we don't have any form of brutality 
in the community-!Jl Greenville, I mean to say. The chief of police 
has been very fairm'seeingthat the officers are· trained and that they 
will pay-I think he has a trained staff, and that makes a big difference 
for I.aw enforce~ent. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you'. think the £act that a substantiai 
number o:f Negroes vote in Greenville has anything to do with bring.:. 
mgabout this result, which I surely welcome? 

Mr. BIVENS. Absolutely I d'o. I think the :fact lies more or less in 
the ballot. I t~ if w;e can get the ballot, then we will have a chance 
to kno.c}f: off a lot o:f the barriers that. tend to retard our progress.-
~ f am thinking-the ballot, I think-I am thinking thatthey are 'all
our:'fori;n of goyernment-for instance, a citizen, I think he has a right 
to make his o_wn choic~, make his own decision mone way or the other. 
t dqn't think ~y barrier should be set up, whether it be poll tax 
barrier or whether it be intelligence test; something inside that doesn~t 
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give a man a chance for choice. It is.-soipething,that wi11 confin~ him 
to one particular thilig.i I think tlw chdiee_is, the ma~ part of ,oµr 
democratic form of goverI_lment, tp chobse.a representativ~ thii,t 'You.Id 
be'most effective t'o'the entire-community,. " ~ • 1 u1 , 

€onimissioner Groswp:tn. Is there, ht your: opinion,. gooq conµnupi
cation ?etween the N¢gro comI~n:p;iity .~nd the 1~1ri~f ,of polic.~ ,in; 
Greenville? .~ ,· •1 ., 7 1 , , 

Mr: BIYENS. We have, a fair commwiicatiqn. I think the commul}i
cation could-we could say was fair, because any time ;we .destre to, 
see the chief of police or any otlwr officers on, vaJ:ious,occ.a~ionf!, 1Ylg1.t
ever might happen in th!3 city, we•.are quick t9.take it up !J,ncLg_o. tq t~e 
office and find out what is the cause of:it. and why this 1hing happe:p.~d 
in the community and drive forward to see '\yhat solr~.tion can l:>e 
done in that matter, whatever it i!:l tp.~t w~ think is a violation pf 
tlielaw. r JI :r 

Commissioner GroswoLD. If violence happens to a_Negr9 irrGreen .. 
ville,:ishe afraid to·report it to the police? • 

Mr. BIVENS. Not to my knowledge. I think n9t. I ~~n say I think. 
not. ) 

Commissioner Gro1:1woLD. And again you would .attribute this in! 
part to the fact that Negroes· in _substantial numb_ers .do vote in. 
Greenville? r . 

Mr. BIVENS. That has a very great bearing. I think it is, the: 
strongel:3t bearing ·that we ha:ve; in that the Negro is a part .of th~ 
community and heis able to go and see that these things don't happen; 
or call attention to the officials who might be involved. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin? 1 

Commissioner RANKIN. Mr. "Bivens~ I notice that ·yQu- and Mr. 
CtJ,iter take considerable satisfaction.ID the relatively, good positi9n 
of Greenville. r 

Do you think the white people have equal pride in the position. 
in Greenville? .--, 

Mr. BivENs. I believe that we .have a segment of-a fractional part 
of the white community, -that would invite communication,, an extra. 
amount of communication.. I'm sure th!it there is a current .in the 
city now; I believe, in my opinion, that, they ,a;re willing to do more 
to go further in relation of human rights and civil; rights, as we call 
it, I call it. ,,1 

Commissioner RANKIN. Yes. , 
Well, this fine system of communication is the number one ,factor, 

you think? 
Mr. BIVENS. Is the primary factor. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And then the union ·has been of help; is 

that correct i 
r r >.. 

https://satisfaction.ID
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Mr. BIVENS: Y es,sir; ithas, sir. 
Commissioner RANKm. What what you list third~ 
Mr. BIVENS. Oh, I would list third, the people in general; en

thusiasm. on the part of the people to accept that which you give. If 
you give something they are willing to take it. I don't say it is any 
Utopian .society, but I do believe that we can improve our conditions 
in every respect. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Just one last question: Do either of you 
have grown children~ 

Yr. BIVENs. I do. I have two boys. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Have any of them stayed in Greenville~ 
Mr. BIVENS. Both of my sons live in Greenville. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson~ 
Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Mr. Bivens, many white southerners 

live in counties where more than half the population is Negro. This 
is true in Washington County i 

Mr. BIVENS. That is true. I would say-the figure I would say 
would be an equilibrium. It will be equally divided. That's right. 

Vice Chairman P ATl'ERSON. Well, then, under these circumstances, 
many white southerners are accustomed to saying that if Negroes are 
permitted to vote in substantial numbers, what will the effect be on 
government~ Well, now, Negroes are permitted to vote in substantial 
numbers in Washington County. Could you describe for me a little 
further what the effect has been on government, and especially what 
the white citizens' attitude in Washington County has been since 
Negroes have been voting in substantial numbers i 

Mr. BIVENS. Yes, sir. 
It is my opinion, and my observation, that whenever you can get 

a group of people on both sides, whether it be the white community, 
as I might refer to, and the Negro community, to co-demand-the word 
I mean by co-demand: That they be reciprocal in their relationship, in 
their desire to do something for the community. 

I believe there are some people who :feel that it is their desire to do 
something for the community, and by having this stepping stone o:f 
the vote, we can pull forward a better type of people in the community 
who will run for public office. And very often we don't put our best 
foot forward first by getting the very best in our community to serve 
us as public servants. 

Vice Chairman PA'ITERSON. Has this system of co-demand inWash
ington County ied to white fear and misunderstanding, or has it led 
to more understanding and less fear, as far as the white man is 
concerned~ 

·Mr: BIVENS. I think it is less fear. It isn't the part of the Negro 
community to feel that he is superior or feel that he is supreme in any 
way. .All we want is a fair share of whatever we're supposed to get. 



- - --- - ----------------------------~ 

199 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. Does it really workout like this, though, 
in Washington County? 

Mr. BIVENS. Well, not totally so, but we are making steps in that 
direction. I don't say all of it is-that we have everything that we 
want, but we are moving in that particular direction as fast and as 
well as we can under the circumstances. 

Vice Chairman PATI'ERSON. What have been some of what you would 
consider good effects from what you describe as good law enforcement? 
What other good effects have there been on government? 

Mr. BIVENS. Well, we have a police department-we have Negroes 
on the police department. We have Negro women for our school 
zone guards, for the smaller children, and for the children to go to and 
fro. I think we have stimulated a little interest among both thegroups 
to see this thing is started well. 

Vice Chairman PATrERSON~ Do you feel that Washington County 
offers an example? 

Mr. BIVENS. For the rest of the State, I believe that. 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. A reassurance? 
Mr. BIVENS. On the assurance that the white community and the 

Negro community can work. together; it can be done without any fear 
if they will do it. It is more or less left. to the part of the community 
in general to accept this. 

I think it would be a good example for all the counties in Mississippi 
to start this method, to see that Negroes and white people can work 
together and destroy that idea of fear on both sides of the fence. 

Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Do you think the average white citizen 
of Washington County would testify to the same thing? 

Mr. BIVENS. I wouldn't say that everyone would do it, but I Eelieve 
there would be some that would be willing to say that that can be done. 
I truly believe that. 

Vice Chairman PATrERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Bivens, you indicated that you have some 

grown children that are continuing to live in Washington County. 
Have they finished their education? 
Mr. BIVENS. No, sir. I have one son who is at the Mississippi Voca

tional College at Itta Bena, Miss., and I have another at Tougaloo 
College a few miles from Jackson here. 

Chairman HANNAH. Do you expect they are going to live in Green-
ville after they finish their education? ' 

Mr. BIVENS. I hope the atmosphere will be such so that they can 
stay at home and do some good. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman? 
·Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Bivens, you indicated that the popula

tion of Greenville is about 50 percent Negro, would you say that about 
15,000 ormore would be of voting age I 



Mr. BIVEN&. Well, it could be a little less. W e'li say about-let' me 
see-not quite equal. A little less than equal. You might say about 
forty~some percent. : 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Then you really are:not saying tliat 1,900, 
less than 2,000, Negroes who are registered to vote is a substantial 
number, are you¥ ' 

Mr. BIVENS. No. I think the number should be incr~ased. I don't 
think it'is'substantial enough. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Yes. I just wanted to be sure the record 
was straight on that point. Thank you. ' 

Chairman HANNAH. Any other questions¥ 
Thank you very much, gentlemen. You are excused. 
(Witnesses excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr! Taylor, will you call the next witness¥ 
Mr. TAnoR. The next witness is,Dr: Matthew John Page. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dr. Page, will you raise your right· hand. ' 
(Whereupon, Drf Matthew John Page was duly sworn by the Chair-

man and testified as follows:) 
ChairmanlliNNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioning~ 

TESTIMONY OF DR. MATTHEW JOHN P,A:GE, 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MISS. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Dr. Page, '\'iill you state your full name and address for 
the record ¥ , ~ 

Dr. PAGE. I dm Dr. Matthew Johil Page, 703 East Walthall, Green-
ville, Miss. --. _ 

Mr. TAYLOR. And how long have you lived, in Greenville¥ 
Dr. PAGE. I was born and reared in :Greenville and I spent most 

ofmy life with the exception of iliy college and:medical education and 
2 years in the Service. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Where did you receive your meaicaltraining ~ 
Dr. PAGE, At Meharry Medical College in Nashvi1le, Tenn. 
Mr. TAYLOR. And are you in private practice in Greenville¥ 
Dr.PAGE. Iam. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Have you been active in voter registration work¥ 
Dr. PAGE. I have been. And I am. 
Mr. TAYJ;.OR~ Qver a period of time¥ 

• Dr. PAGE. Since 1959. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Do you agree that registration in Greenville is sub

;tantially Jess difficult than it is in adjacent areas¥ 
Dr. PAGE. Yes. I will have to say so. 
;Mr. TAYLOR. If the test is fairly administered in Greenville, w.hy 

aren't there,more Negroes who are registered to vote¥ 
Dr. PAGE. Well, number one, beca,w,e of ignorance, just plaip. simple 

ignorance among a certain segment of people. 
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Number. two, those people who have some education, they are igno-
rant of the values of registering and voting. ~ , 

There are even some people with college educations who have 1fP~ 
been i11- a situation where they can appreciate what ~egister4fg ,and 
voting means to them. . , , ! 

Another one is because of a substantially iess, or poorer ,edu~~tional 
system. It is better than it has been, qut it,i,tillrhas a Jong w~y; tp go. 

And·probably the. most .important one is tl;at, is ,the statistics 'have 
indicated, the median educational level of the Washi_ngton -County 
white is approximately 12t~ .grade; the median edqcational ,\ev~l of 
the Washington County Negro is 5th or 6th grade. 

Wen, as has been indicated ifi· other testimony, fhe liter:acy te_st Js 
designed for someone. who has at least 11th or .i2th grade education. 
I am sure that if the median educational level of the Washipgton 
County ~hite was.5th or 6th grade, I could pra_(}tically guarantee you 
that they wouldn't have the liter11cy test .as they haye jt't~day. ~ J 

So I p~rsonany Cf);nnot he}p but conclude that the liter~cy test is. 
des1gned,to reduce.tb,e µumber of Negro voters. • 

Mr. TAYLOR. Do you haveso~e recomm~ndations a:bout what should. 
be done about this situation i • 

., ' IDr. PAGE. Yes. . ,, 
' ,, 

;Number one, the education~! system ,need~ to be .changed. There 
should be integration of all ·schools on al~ .levels. Because -I am con
vinced that. if there are "Y'hite student in ,an school~, there won't be 
some scho.ols that are inadequately staffed, some schoois with inade1 
quate facilities, and there won't be schools that are c;onsiderably subpar., 
I a,m sure that the power structure, what.ever it may be, would see to it 
that there be adequately staffed schools. 

I also believe that the literacy test should be thrown out, beca.use it is 
specificany designed to reduce the number of Negro voters. Ap.d it is 
also designed to .reduce the ,number of poor white voters, _although 
they don't realize this, b,ut it does restrict them. ' 
, Jfr:. T~rr,oR. Thankyou. , 

Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh i 
1 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Dr._ Page, ,do you find- that your educa
tion has helped you greatly to get along in Greenville i 1 

Dr. PAGE. Yes, it has. 
1

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Do you find you can practice as a profes
sional man without any problem i 

Dr. PAGE. I can practice as a professional 111-an. I 40 have some 
problems; some of which I can solve, so:me of which:I sti~l have to 
work on. 

-Commissioner HEsnURGH. How; many dQctors a:re there -~ Green
ville-Negro doctors i 

Dr. PAGE. Abqut six N e~o doctors. 
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Commissioner HEsBURGH. What is the population of Greenville? 
Dr. PAGE. Greenville presently has about 4'7,000 people, and ap

proximately 22,000 of them are Negro. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. So you have a pretty large group there. 

I assume that most of the Negroes are taken care of hy the Negro 
doctors ; is that correct?. 

Dr. PAGE. Yes. No; I can't say that. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Do you belong to the medical association? 

I mean in Greenville? 
Dr. PAGE. I am a scientific member; that is a membership with 

qualifications. That is, I can attend the scientific sessions, but I don't 
have a vote and I can't attend any of the social functions. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Do you see any hope for changing the 
educational situation ~1 

It seems to me you put your finger on a very important thing. In 
every one of these counties we have studied so far the amount of 
money per Negro student is only about half the amount of money 
spent per white student, and this may have some correlation to 
registration and voting which we are specifically studying here. You 
indicated that you think it does? 

Dr.PAGE. Yes;Ido. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Are there any plans afoot to try to better 

the education of Negro youngsters? 
Dr. PAGE. Well, I suppose you know that the Greenville School 

Board has decided to comply with the recent civil rights law. That 
is. good. That is a step forward. 

I think it is important to find out just how they plan to comply. 
Now there is--there has been some meetings and some counseling 
within the Negro community as to what it wants along this line. 

I don't think that direct contact has been made with the school board 
as of today, but in the very near future they will make contact and let 
the school board and the city know what the Negro community wants. 

This is something that is not very common, but I think it is going 
to happen. 

Commissioner HEsBURGH. Do you have anychildrenofyour own? 
Dr. PAGE. I have one. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Is he in school, or she? Is it a boy or 

girl? 
Dr. PAGE. Girl. 
Oommissioner lliSBURGH. Is she in school? 
Dr. PAGE. She is in school. She is not in the Greenville School 

System. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. She is not in the regular school system? 
Dr. PAGE. No. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Is she getf ing a good education? 
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Dr. PAGE. I believe so. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Where is she in school i 
Dr. PAGE. She is at Tougaloo. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. I see. 
One last thing. You had a couple of years in service, didn't you i 
Dr. PAGE. That's right. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. And did you know that the Commission 

has responsibility for equal ,opportunity fa all forms of life that are 
affected by the Federal Government to one extent or another i Did 
you find that you got good treatment in the service as a doctor i Equal 
opportunity, I'm really speaking about. 

Dr. PAGE. Yes; I did. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. Did you go in the service as a lieutenant i 
Dr. PAGE. No; I went into the service as a captain. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. I see. And you came out a captain i 
Dr.PAGE. Yes. 
Commissioner HEsBURGH. That was the Air Force, wasn't it i 
Dr. PAGE. That's right. • 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman i 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Dr. Page, wiUyou tell us how many hos

pitals there are in Greenville~ 
Dr. PAGE. Two hospitals. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Do you know if any of those hospitals re

ceive Federal funds~ 
Dr. PAGE. There is the Hill-Burton hospital there which obviously 

receives it some sort of way. The other one sells itself as a private 
institution, but I believe that there are some Federal funds involved 
someway. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. A.re you on the staff of either of those 
hospitals~ 

Dr. PAGE. I am on the staff of the Hill-Burton hospital there, the 
general hospital there. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. Is there segregation in either of the hos
pitals, among the patients i 

·Dr. PAGE. The wards are segregated. But the emergency facilities 
and the operating room facilities and lab facilities are not segregated. 

The eating facilities, the cafeteria, is segregated and the wards 
are.definitely segregated. 

Commissioner FREEMAN. That is all. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold~ 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Doctor, do you have access to both hos

pitals~ 
Dr. PAGE. I only have access to the Hill-Burton hospital. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. The other is a private hospital~ 

~q0-805--'65---14 
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Dr. PAGE. The other is-sells itself as-a private hospital. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. But you do have access to the Hill-Bur.ton 

hospitali 
Dr. PAGE. I do. 
Commissioner, GRISWOLJ?. Have you had access there since you came 

to Greenville i 
Dr.PAGE. !have. 
Qommissioner GRISWOLD. Are there any problems about that i· 
Dr. P.~oE. No problems about my getting on lhe staff. 
Commiss19:µer GRISWOLD. You said that. you were a sdentific mem

ber of the local medical association. Do y9u in fact attend meetings 
ili~i 

.Dr. PAGE. I have not, up to now, but I wW be attending them. But 
there is a second scientific member who l1as attendecl this past year, 
since they moved the meetings to what is Jll).officfally known as a 
neutral place. 

Commiss~oner GRISWOLD. I take it, then, that the reason you diill/-'t 
attend wa's 'because they were held in a place where you were .not 
welcomei 

Dr. PAGE. Where I would be more fearful; put it that way. 
Commissioner GRiswoL~. Do you have· any: idea what led them to 

change the place of meeting i 
Dr. PAGE. Yes, I do. 
Commµ;sjoner GRISWOLD. Would you. care to state it¥ I don't want 

to-- • 
Dr. I;>AQE. Well, recent laws, for one thing. 
Anet another thi11g is that the word sort of got out that on~ of us 

was planning to attend. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Well, then, they did take a step to help 

make,that possible i t • 

Dr: PAGE. They made preparations, yes. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. And in -view of the fact that the other 

doctor is' ~ttending, yo~' are planning to attend i • ' 
Dr. PAGE. I will be attending. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin? 
Commissioner RANKIN. I .notice our statistics with respect to money 

spent on edp.cation forthe ye~r 1960-61. Do you.have any more recent 
statisti~.? Is Greenville doing better insofar as spending money for 
the education of Negro children 1 , 

Dr. PAo~. They are making m9re efforts; ~ more pressure is,being 
applied, they are making more efforts.; . But they still have a 19:µg way 
togo. ~ 

Commissioner RA..~KIN. Have any new school buildings been puilt 
recently¥ r 

I 
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Dr: P:AGE. They have been built, and they have been put on the 
highway. . 

Commissioner RANKIN. Both the Negroes and the whitesl 
Dr. PAGE. That's right. But the important thing is the libraries. 
Commissioner RANKIN. ls the libraries~ Well, tell us, what do you 

mean by that i 1 , 

Dr. PAGE. Because therein lies the biggest inadequacy. And ;the 
number of teachers. 

Commissioner RANKIN'~ How many libraries-you mean libraries 
°J:n tlie sch<>ol ~ ' 

Di-. PAGE. In each school, and how they are staffed and how they are 
equipped. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Is there a municipal library i 
Dr. PAGE.. There is one. They are preparing to build a new one., 

'Commissioner RANKIN. And Negr9es have access to that library~ 
Dr. PAGE. For the last couple of years they have had access to jt, 

although it hasn't been publicized: very much. 
1 Commissioner RANKIN. I notice in your objection to the literacy 
test:-I would like to ask you one question: Should a literacy test be 
a fair one, fairly administered, would you object so much to a lite.racy 
'test for voting i' 

Dr. PAGE. Under the present circumstances, with th.e ~ide gap 
between the median ;Negro education and the median whit~ educa-
tional level, I w~mld still object, on the same basis. ' 

Commissioner RANKIN. Sµppose it WfJ.S put down to the fourth or 
fifth grade:' Would you object theni • 

Dr. PAGE. I would not. 
Commissioner RANKIN. In other wor:ds, it is' not the literacy test 

per se; it is the situation and conditions under which it is giv~n, and 
the way itls administered,;that makes for un,fairness i 

Dr; PAGE~ And the end purpose of it. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And the en~ purpose of it. Thank you. 
Chairman IfANN~H- Mr. Patterson i 
yice Chairman PATTERSON. Dr. Page, Father Hesburgh was saying 

earlier in our sessions th~t aside from this, poor he~ltlj in th~ com
munity is built on fear. And if a Negro in Mississippi knows fear, or 
if a white nian knows fear, this is a bad foundation to build on. 

You are a doctor. You treat a lot for fears: in extreme cases and 
things of this type. So what I would like you to -do is to tell me 
what your observations -on Negro and white fear are under the pre
vailing conditions in Washington 'County, particularly tl1e whit~ fe3:-r 
with respect to the Negro vote, the old white fear that i+ you p~rmit 
the Negro to vote :fairly, then he will take control of the g~vernmen~. 
Therefore, we see many efforts in the South to prevent Negro voting. 

( 
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Now in Greenville, Washington County, you have seen the Negro 
vote. You have seen that kind of community. Could you prescribe 
for the fear of the white Southerner i 

Dr. PAGE. That is a loaded question. 
Vice Chairman PATrERSON. No, I'm serious. 
Dr. PAGE. I'll try to answer it. But I don't believe I can really 

answer it adequately here. 
I'm sure that there is fear that you expressed. A certain segment 

of the white population is a slave-they are slaves and they don't 
realize it. But there are several things that can happen. For in
stance-this is not the first time that any community has phased into 
this sort of thing. 

Memphis has faced it, and they are softening up. They don't say 
they have the solution, as I understand it. 

Memphis has approximately 125,000 Negroes of voting age and 
about 92,000 of them are registered voters. This is probably the 
highest percentage of registered voters among any group, as far as 
I know, and Memphis Negroes do vote. They are not only registered, 
but they do vote. 

But here again, I don't-there may have been one or two minor 
officials elected in recent years, and there may not have even been 
that. 

Vice ChairmanPA'ITERSON. Negro officialsi 
Dr. PAGE. Negro officials. In fact, I don't believe that there has 

been an elected Negro official in Shelby County. So, in some of these 
districts, I'm sure that the Negro has the balance of power. But a 
Negro to this point has not been elected. 

Now there is another county in Tennessee where there was a
where the civil rights organization came in and they, with the help 
of various colleges, got a majority-well, they got more Negroes on 
the voting rolls than whites. But I don't remember that a Negro 
was elected, even though they had Negro candidates. 

The way it has turned out, in these areas and in other areas, is that 
the Negro has exercised, what I feel to be, a fair judgment, and he 
has voted for the person that he thought was best fitted for the job. 

Politics within the Negro group is a-is still a new thing. An 
awful lot of us don't have the experience that is-that we ought to 
have, and we are.going to have to get it. 

Now eventually in these areas, there are going to be Negro candi
dates run and they are going to win. But just because there are more 
Negro voters in an area, that will not mean that Negroes will totally 
dominate at any one time. 

Vice Chairman PAT.I'ERSON. Once you get a substantial Negro vote 
involved in an election, do you think you will have a better 
government i 
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Dr. PAGE. I certainly do. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. For both white and colored i 
Dr. PAGE. For everyone concerned. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Thank you. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions i 
Doctor, you are excused. Thank you very much. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you call the next witnessi 
Mr. TAYLOR. The next witness is James W. Prothro. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Prothro, will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, James W. Prothro was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified, as follows : ) 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioning. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Chairman, in 1964 this Commission contracted 

with the National Opinion Research Center at the University of 
Chicago to conduct a survey of registration and voting habits of 
Negro teachers in certain counties in Mississippi, and the Commission 
asked Dr. Prothro to act as a consultant to the National Research 
Center and to evaluate the results of the survey. And that is why 
he is here today, to present his report. 

Dr. Prothro, would you state your name and address and occupation 
:for the record~ 

TESTIMONY OF DR. JAMES W. PROTHRO, PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY 
'OF NORTH CAROLINA AND CONSULTANT, NATIONAL OPINION 
RESEARCH CENTER 

Dr. PROTHRO. James Prothro, Chapel Hill, N.C.; college professor. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Wheredoyouteach,siri 
Dr. PROTHRO. University of North Carolina. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Prior to this present study, had you had any experience 

in the field of voting i 
Dr. PROTHRO. I have been working in the area since graduate school

days, actually, and intensively for the last4 years. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Can you describe what method you used in doing this 

present study~ 
Dr. PROTHRO. It was a survey of Negro schoolteachers in four 

counties, selected in consultation with the Civil Rights Commission. 
I prepared the interview schedule in consultation with a colleague 

and in consultation with the National Opinion Research Center and 
the Civil Rights Commission. 

The idea was to restrict this study to Negro schoolteachers in order 
to make sure that all the respondents were presumptively eligible to 
vote. There was no attempt to study the entire State; simply a study 
in these four counties. 

The National Opinion Research Center, us~g professional Negro 
interviewers, conducted the actual field work, sent the results to me; 
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and wlmt you have before you is a quite preliminary analysis of t'4ose 
reports. , • 

Mr. TAYLOR. would you state the c~nclusions. of this preliminary 
analysis, or the main aspects of it i , , , 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. I think the basic conclusion is that there is 
definitely intimidation. in two of the counties that we studied,. extreme 
in one of the counties. ' 

There appears to be ,some sign .of change underway in a second 
county. In the third there is less; there is some expression of .fear. 
And in the fourth, there is a minimal expression of fear. 

Sq among those four cotµities-which have to be considered. sepa
rately, since they were handled as four separa~e surveys-'}'e ,hap. 
almost the maximum range of variation in the. situation of Negro 
schoolteachers. 

Now the- assumption is that if a Negro schoolteacher is found in
eligible to vote, if as in one of the counties O percent of the Negro 
schoolteachers are registered, and in that county a majority of them 
express interest in politics and interest in el~ctions, the presumption 
is that other Negroes in_ the county would find it difficult to register 
too. 

From the southwide study I mentioned I have been engaged in in the 
last 4 years, we know that roughly 78 percent of the N!:lgroes in the 
South with college degrees are registered-pardon me; in the South, 
exclusive of Mississippi. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Gould you go backa moment and describe for·me what 
precisely was the problem for investigation here·i 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. 
The problem was to ascertain rea~ons for nonregistration and rea

sons for nonvoting among Negroes. 
As I said, the problem was restricted to Negro $Choolteachej:s·, be

cause of___.:basically because of budgetary problems an.d time problems,. 
as you are quite familiar with. 

The focus here was to probe beyond the qµestio~ of '"Are you· reg: 
istered to vote or are you not"; get at the level of interest of the 
respondents, in this case schoolteachers, their concern for the election 
process; and then at.tempt to draw from their responses so;me con
cTusions about the reasons :for nonvoting. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us what you det~rmined in each of those 
counties or in all of those cc;mnties about the int~rest iµ registration on 
the part of the teacl1ers who were interview~d1 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. 
First, to 11it the high spots, m the one county where tl1ere s~emed 

the most extreme fatimidation, 6~ percent of the teachers declined 
to give the interview, with the explanation that the .superintenden~ of 
schools had instructed them through their prinG,ipal not kr disc.uss 
civilrights with anyone. • 
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So we had a small response rate from one of those.counties. 
~o far as the findings on registration ,of thosd" who did agree to 

the interview was concerned, 'in the :fir~t county, it was 74 percent; in 
the second county, 42· percent; the third c;ounty, 2.5 percent; and _in 
tl1e other county' 0;

1 

' ' , I j 

This 2.5 represents a smap. samp~y of 40 people. wlio were inter
viewed, so it represents a single individual wlro was registereil in 
Januaty 1965, which may attest to a chp.nge in the atmosphere in this 
particular county, at least as applied to schoolteachers. 

'Is that responsive to your question i 
1 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yes,itis. 
Well, can you teII us now in. a little mor~ detail what tbe stated or 

given'reasons were on the part of teachers interviewed for the low 
registration i 

Dr. P!oTHRO. Fear. Fear of loss of job was the most ~ommon 
respons~. 

In the first county, that I identified as· County "W," 40 percent of 
the peopl~these are schoolteachers-expressed fear at any pqint 
of:the ,interview. In the second c9unty i~ ;went up to 54 percent ex
pressing fear. 

In the third, 75 percent, and the fourth, 79 percent volunteered 
expressions of fear. 

Th~re was no question asked, "Would you be fearful of any specific 
kind of sanction i" This was in ;response to relatively open-ended 
questions. , 

The C~mmissioners have a copy of the int~rview s.chedule, J: believe, 
before them. • 

Maybe I should, add, the basic fear was fear of loss of job, the-pos
sibility of loss of job. Then other expressions of fear that occurred 
at ll:)ast with some frequency were fear of violence, fear of -job. loss 
and violence,- fear of the interview itself~ unspecified fear, fear of 
discrimination by registrars, fear of q.iscussing politics publicly. 

These were far overshadowed, however, for the schoolteacherf?, 'by 
fear of the loss of a job. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I think you said that there was indicated a motiv,ation 
to participate or an interEi?t in politics. Would you care to say any
thing more about that i 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. In national election stud,ies and in our s~udy 
throughqut the South, we find that voting P,articipation varies directly 
with.individual interest in participation. 

1 

So we asked these. people about their interest in the 1964· election, 
for example. And ~evel. of interest makes absolutely no differ~I}.ce ,in 
the- counties with intimidation. It does in the· counties with lesser. 
So that when you control for interest, that is, look at people with the 
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same level of interest, you find a continuation of these marked differ
ences among these four counties. 

So that it is not explicable in terms of varied interest, and of course 
it is not explicable in terms of varied education, because all of these 
people are schoolteache~, and it happened that every one in the sample 
had a college degree. 

Mr. TAYLOR. So you are saying, as I linderstand it, there was a 
great level of difference between the percentage of teachers registered 
from one county to another. In one county a great number were regis
tered and in one county zero. And do I gather that you are saying that 
there was rather consistent interest i 

Dr. PROTHRO. That is correct. However, there is some drop-off of 
interest. As you go from the counties where.no Negroes are permitted 
to vote-some interest is expressed by a majority of the teachers in 
all of these counties, but if the Commissioners will look at Table 6 on 
page 10, you will see there is a dropoff from a great deal of interest, 
79 percent in the first county, it drops down to 44 percent in the most 
repressive county. 

However, if you consider quite a lot of interest as well as a great 
deal as an expression of interest, it goes up to two-thirds, even in the 
most repressive county. So there is variation in interest in politics 
with the variation in the political climate. 

But this variation does not explain the differences in voting, because 
even those with the same level of interest in the counties where there 
is a greater percentage of intimidation are stilI not registered to vote. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Did you have an adequate sample of the numbers of 
teachers in each of those counties i 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. Granted the fact that the population we were 
dealing with was teacher§l only, and we were not attempting to get a 
sample of the entire population of the county, we did. 

And I should explain that I was not responsible for this part of the 
research undertaking. The National Opinion Research Center in Chi
cago was responsible for this part of the work. 

I was at that. time playing the role of consultant. 
However, in the first county where there are 225 teachers, the num

ber in the original sample was 75. 
In the second county, with 169 teachers, the number in the original 

sample was 70. 
In the third, all 7 4 teachers were included. 
And in the fourth, all 73 teachers in the county were included. 
And granted the homogeneity in response, one could have done this 

study with a much smaller sample and obtained the same results. 
The more homogeneous the response, the smaller sample one needs. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Are there any particular responses that you would like 

https://where.no
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to call to the Commission's attention as being particularly noteworthy 
or particularly frequent responses i 

Dr. PROTHRO. There were none in particular that I had singled out. 
The Commissioners do have before them an appendix in which we 
present statements made by the respondents themselves. 

Just taking one at random, asked if she discusses politics, one lady 
teacher said "I don't dare talk to my coworkers." Asked if she had 
ever tried to persuade other Negroes to register, another said, "I am 
a teacher. If I want my job I know better than to do that." 

Another teacher confirms this fear of open discussion. This is a 
man who says teachers do not discuss voter registration because "the 
walls have ears." A woman describes a particular incident that per
suaded her that the "walls have ears," indeed. "We discussed it"
N egro voter registration-in a very general manner at a meeting, and 
before we could get settled at home the phone was ringing and there 
was some explaining to do. I guess I better not go into it anymore. 
You know, I would rather you did not write what I am saying-we 
have to be careful. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Nofurtherquestions. 
The reports Dr. Prothro has presented will 'be marked and received 

into the record. 
Chairman HANNAH. They are rece~ved for the record. 
( Commission's Exhibit No. 9 was marked for identification and 

received in evidence.) 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh. 
Commissioner lliSBURGH. Professor Prothro, we have lbeen having 

a lot of conversation in this hearing the last 2 days on fear, and I am 
reluctant to get 1back to it, because I find it a very unpleasant subject. 
But I think we must in the case of your report. 

The thought has been crossing my mind that having had the op
portunity of living under a dictatorship for 3 years at one point in 
my life when I was studying abroad, I found that fear in this society 
was perhaps the most corrosive element in the whole society. 

And reading your report, it just crossed my mind that if this report 
were written about Nazi Germany or Fascist Italy or Communist 
Russia it mightmake more sense. 

I find it very hard to understand from a rather superior group 
in our society, teachers, whom I assume are more sophisticated-they 
are entrusted with the education of our youngsters, giving them 
ideals-and I find it hard to understand and I want to ask you this 
professional question: How can people who have such fear as ex
pressed in a thing like this-asked if he would vote, he counts on help 
coming from the outside. Asked if he believes he will ever vote 
in the county, he says, "Not unless we get some help, outside pressure, 
protection. If I decide to vote I go down there and they might 
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bomb m31: house.. If I registered they might do anything. I d,on't 
trust the law officials. I trust them about as mu~h as· I trust I!- mad 
dog." 

How can people wl10 have this mentality expressed over and. over 
possibly do a good j,ob of raising future citizens i 

Dr. PROTHRO. It must be very diffi~ult, especially-in the southwest 
study in which I was engaged, one of our respondents was also from 
Mississippi, and a schoolteacher, teaching the social sciences, and 
this person had never registered to vote. He lived in a county where 
no Negro citizen had ever voted. 

Teaching about the democratic processes must be extremely diffi
cult-granted' all of the normal expectation of encouragi:i;ig people, 
"V.ote as you please, but please vote"-for a teacher in social sciences 
not to be able to set µn example for his pupils and presumably not to be 
able to encourage them, in that setting, to vote. 

I agree with you it is very difficult to imagine some of these counties 
existing in theUnited States. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. I must say I couldn't expect worse of 
some of the worst countries I know of. I mean this kind of attitude 
of citizens living within this country. And--

Dr. PROTHRO. I think it is, sir, a totalitarian local system. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. But it seems to me that it creates an 

almost psych,opathic situation for teachers who are supposed to bripg 
youngsters up in a spirit of freedom in this county, and to try to give 
them some sense of free expression, responsibility of citizenship, a 
sense for law and order, some idea of the beauty of life that might be 
achieved through personµ} expression. 

If the teachers themselves feel a complete lack of this personal 
expression, even the most fundamental citizenship such as voting, 
it seems to me it will create for us a whole generation of youngsters 
under these teachers who leave school with a kind of psychopathic 
fear that is not only unworthy of any, kind of society, but most un
worthy of the kind of society we profess in the United States. Do 
you agree wfth that i 

Dr. P~o;r~~o. I have the ~ame concern. Y,es, sir. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. Thankyou. 
Cha,irman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman¥ 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Dr. Prothro, I am also concerned about the 

conflict here because of the rejection by these. teachers, _these 282 
t~achers, of personal-basic personal and lmman p.ignity. And I 
~ovld like to know if as you interviewed them and as they expressed 
tliis fear, if you saw .at any points any hope that perhaps it would be 
different from within the teacher-¥ 

Dr. PROTHRO. Y~- In county Z there were no indications of s~cl). 
exp~ct~tions. In the ne~in the county with the .next to tlle- lowest 
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percent of teachers registered, one who had heard it was all riglit now 
to go register, there is a feeling that maybe this signals a change. And 
in that second county, the word was that the sheriff had indicated it 
would be all right to vote, and that the principal had indicated that 
it was no longer forbidden. . 

So whether this means a policy of selective registration, which I 
have discovered' in some areas of the South in which a few Negroes are 
brought in to register so that there is an appearance· of following the 
law, or whether it represents a more genuine change, I don't know.' 

Now I should hasten to add, however, that we are focusing now on 
the counties-the two counties with: the greatest intimidation; those 
are the more s11ocking. 

In county W there was a minimum of expression of hesitation or 
fear. So quite clearly, Mississippi is not perfectly homogeneous in 
its political climate, as I gather earlier testimony this afternoon 
indicates. 

Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold~ 
Commissioner GmswoLD. Dr. Prothro, as I understand it, this 

survey was conducted by a sampling technique~ 
Dr: PROTHRO. That's right. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you regard it as statistically sound i 
Dr. PROTHRO. Yes, sir-. It was-'-t11e respondents were chosen-in 

two cases it was not a sample; it was a total enumeration, and these 
were the two cases in which we found the greatest impression. In the 
others, the respondents were chosen by a system of randomness. As I 
mentioned, this is a sampling- technique that is the greatest 'assurance 
of assuring random distribution, that is, a true cross section of the 
population with which one is concerned. 

I did not handle the sampling problem myself. The National 
Opinion Research Center handled this. It is a respected survey 
organization. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you regard this as a significant study i 
Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin i 
Commissioner RANKIN. pr. Prothro, most people have ~ear of 

Iosing their jobs, is that right, ·who hold jobs at the mercy of a Sfate 
or the Federal Government i Is that correct or not i 

Dr. PROTHRO. That is wrong. 
Commis~ioner RANKIN. You think not i 
Dr. ·PROTHRO. I think not. I teach in a State university, and I };iave 

no fear of losing my job. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Well, that is one instance. Don't you 

think there could be others~ 
Dr. PROTHRO. ·certainly. Sure, all of us have fears of various kinds. 
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Commissioner RAN.KIN. All of us have fears of various kinds; is 
thatrighti 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes, and--
Commissioner RANKIN. Now, then, have you made any similar study 

to this in other States i 
Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. In collaboration with Prof. Donald Matthew 

at the University of North Carolina I have been working for the last 
4 years on a book on Negro political participation in the South. We 
find Mississippi to be at the far end of any continuum that one sets up 
in terms of relative deprivation. 

Commissioner RANKIN. You mean away off; is that righU 
Dr. PROTHRO. That's correct. I once worked out something we 

called a southernism scale, and Mississippi scored off the page. That 
is, it occupied a category all 'by itself, in their great differences in the 
South. I am happy to say the State from which you and I come scores 
quite di:fferently on this type of test. 

Commissioner RANKIN. What did it score i 
Dr. PROTHRO. We found it properly belongs in a category that we 

are referring to as the peripheral South. 
The· Deep South States tend to be markedly different in Negro 

attitudes about their rights, and in white attitudes about Negro voting, 
from the peripheral States. And by the Deep South States I have 
reference to Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, Alabama and 
Georgia, despite the existence o:f Atlanta as an exception. 

Commissioner RANKIN. And you fo~d here in Mississippi despite 
what I said about everybody having some fear of losing a job, that the 
basic issue in fear in Mississippi is on this issue of civil rights; is that 
correcti 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes, sir. Our findings apply to Negro teachers only; 
not to the Negro population in general. They are in a particularly 
vulnerable position to lose their job. 

In our Southwest study, we :found some respondents in Louisiana 
and other Deep South States who were fearful tl1at---well, in one case 
a man's cotton they refused to gin. There are other kinds of economic 
sanctions to which other people who are not teachers are exposed. 

I think that the heavy emphasis on job loss stemmend from the £act 
that we were dealing with a group that is in the employ of the white 
officials. 

Commissioner RANKIN. Don't you think the advice o:f the superin
tendents and principals that "You be careful or you might lose your 
job" had great weight with these teachers i 

Dr. PROTHRO. Yes. Yes, sir. 
Chairman HANNAH. Any further questions i 
Mr. TAYLOR. I just would like to ask Dr. Prothro to explain why 

the counties are not being identified here. 
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Dr. PROTHRO. Oh! They are not being identified because the r.e
spondents were assured confidentiality and anonymity. 

I may say this kind of research is very difficult in the South, par
ticularly in Mississippi, and I think it important to note that in this 
case trained Negro interviewers were used to conduct the interviews. 
So it is felt that we had to guarantee confidentiality and anonymity 
as the findings themselves suggest, or we couldn't have completed the 
study. 

Mr. RoGERSON. Dr. Hannahi 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rogerson. 
Mr. ROGERSON. Dr. Prothro, in one county you mentioned there 

was a particular lack of response or refusal to engage in the interview. 
What was that figure again i 

Dr. PROTHRO. Sixty-two percent. And in southwide surveying, 
we have had a refusal rate of less than 10 percent. 

Mr. RoGERSON. Sixty-two percent in one county, and that in spite 
of the fact that there was a guarantee of anonymity i 

Dr. PROTHRO. That's correct. And several of the people in that 
county that did grant the interview indicated great concern, asked to 
read it over, and asked additional reassurances about anonymity. 

Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, Dr. Prothro. 
Dr. PROTHRO. Yes, sir. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. We will have one more witness and then we 

will take a break in 10 or 15 minutes. Mr. Taylod 
Mr. TAYLOR. The final witness in the voting portion here is Dr. L. 

S. Alexander. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Alexander, will you raise your right hand. 
(Whereupon, L. S. Alexander was duly sworn by the Chairman 

and testified as follows:) 
Chairman HANNAH. Have a chair, sir. 
Mr. Taylor, will you begin the questioningi 

TESTIMONY OF DR. L. S. ALEXANDER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, 
MISSISSIPPI TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Mr. TAYLOR. Would you please state your name and your residence 
and occupation for the record i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. L. S. Alexander. My residence is 1052 Wiggins 
Street, Jackson, Miss., and my occupation, I am executive secretary of 
the Mississippi Teachers Association. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Can you tell us about the activities and purposes. of 
the association i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. The activities and purposes of the association
it is a professional organization in which we work toward upgrading 
the instruction and the teaching educational institutions which teach 
the teachers to teach, plus looking after the welfare of the teacher 
as near as possible. 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Is encouraging the registration of Negro teachers any 
part of the work of the association i 

Dr. ALEXANDER;, It certainly .is. We never lmve a meeting unless 
we bring-we mention that we would like to know how many are 
registered and what difficulties they are encountering in attempting 
to i:egister, and since the civil rights bill has been enacted into law, 
would they now go and attempt to register. 

But we have had very little response as you notice in others that 
l1ave been interviewed. 

Mr. TAYLOR. You heard Dr. Prothro and you had an opportunity 
to ,read the results of the survey, ·and the basic conclusion about fear 
of loss of •jobs as a deterrent to registration. Is this conclusion con
sistent with your experience i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. Consistent it is; They will tell you that they are 
afraid. that if you talk ,about registering and voting, that they are 
afraid that they will lose tlrnir job. Their principal has been informed 
by their superintendents of education that you are not~if you try to 
register in this system, you won't have a job next year. 

And just for the record, a young woman who was working in a 
certain county in'.southeast Mississippi lost her job and it went to the 
circuit court of appeals, and she· was l~t out, and she is at my office 
now, working as an expanded service and placement bureau, on services 
in which wemadeormanufacturedforher. 

Mr. TAYLOR. So you are saying; sir, that in some cases. at least these 
fears are justified by the statements or actions i 

Ur. .ALEXANDER. All of the fears are justified by the r;itatements 
which they receive from either the superintendent or the principal. 
And it is not•getting any better. I am not lying about that. 

Mr. TAYLOR; What is your organization. planning to do about the 
problem of getting Negro teachers registered i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. Well, we are continuing,to go over the civil rights 
law; and we are appreciative for your coming to Mississippi and 
finding out the facts, and maybe this will help stimulate them to go 
forward. • 

I have some facts here I would like to give you, if you would permit 
it, relative to the qualifications of the Negro and white teachers in the 
State, if that is permissible. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yes. Would you~ 
Dr. .ALEXANDER. Yes. It is very short. 
For the 1963-64' scholastic year, we have 2,622 white teachers in 

the State of Mississippi with master's degree. These are elementary 
and secondary education teachers. We only have 667 Negroes. Of 
the 667, only 17 of them received their degrees in the State of Missis
sippi, simply because there is no place in Mississippi for a master's 
degree, muchless a doctorate degree for Negroes. 
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We have a 5~week summer session, workshop I call it, at Jackson 
State College for supervisors and administrators, th?,t is,. principals 
and whatnot. • 

Now we had 200, I think, took that course last year, and 4 of them 
got jobs. They have disbanded. Of the 67 supervisors we had over 
the State, all but 14 of them are gone to some other p:µase of work. 

We do not have in the State any law, medicine, dentistry, p11armacy, 
e11:gineer-that is electrical, .highway, mechanical, or architectural. 
As I say, we do not have any registered nursing in the State of 
Mississippi for Negroes~ Neither do we have a:µy grad:uate work in 
English,. mathematics, science_, social science, agriculture, trade and 
industry, guidance, and et cetera. We do not have any graduate wor1r 
in elementary education in the State for Negroes whereas our white 
universities, there are three of them. And we do not have a single 
one in Mississippi for Negroes. And a good thing they don't, be
cause I think those others that we have are pretty low as far as the 
status in the United States is concerned, if you look in there at the 
rank. / 

There are 15 junior colleges in the State of Mississippi for whites. 
There are three for Negroes. Their vocational and technical training 
has _been put into the junior colleges, and therefore you can see we 
have been left out altogether. They were not even put in the larger 
units of our high schools or secondary schools_; neither will they put 
it in our senior colleges, the first 2 years of that. ' 

l don't know just why, but that is the situation we are encomiter;ng 
here. 

I might say I know the wl~ole trouble of the State of Mississippi". 
It is revenue. The reason why we don't have it, ladies and gentlemen, 
is that w.e don't have any professional baseball. We don't have any 
horse and harness racing, we don't have ahy professional boxing. 
They will not legalize liquor for fear the religious and temperance 
groups will object. Yet they have no other means-they do not offer 
any other means of revenue. We do not have any boating or water 
sports, auto racing. 

There is ;not a technical institution fu the State of Mississippi, "white 
or Negro. . 

We do not have a billion dollar establishment in the State of 
Mississippi.· Consequently, we are poor. 

We claim we don't want Federal aid, but we l1ave been getting it 
ever since 1862. And we got it he~. Ti1is yeri.r we 'have Joans Jor 
students to be trained as physicians, dentists, opto_metrists, nurses; 
we. have also extensions ,of loans to aid other college students u:r:i.der 
the 'National Defense Education Act which cancels....:...with cancellat'ion 
of part of the loan if they come back· and teach in either the co·llege 
or the school. You college professors or college presidents know that. 
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We have money for establishing and expanding 2-year community 
colleges, technical institutes, public libraries, for expanding and de
veloping private college facilities, and for developing graduate 
schools, as I first stated. 

You see we have money support for many new educatioanl pro
grams, graduate programs, preschool nurses, for slum children, and 
special service for teachers and deprived neighbors. Yet they holler 
that we don't want Federal aid. 

The Government has advised that they not sign that compliance 
pledge. I haven't heard what th!3 mayor said, yet he was the first to 
come out with it. Now he is running for something, I know. But 
he has advised that, and he :{las told you that he had one of the best 
systems in the world whereas,. as you know, our system here is segre
gated with the exception of 43 little children in the first grade, and 
that is under court order. 

That is the system here in the city of Jackson, Miss. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Thank you. Ihaveno further questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. Father Hesburgh i 
Commissioner l:IESBURGH. I take it you are not too enthused with the 

educational system. 
Dr.ALEliNDER. Iamnot. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. You know, I th~ it is probably at the 

heart of any possible improvement of all the things we are talking 
about, don't you think i 

Dr. ALEliNDER. I know it is. 
Commissioner llisBURGH. What is the general level, Mr. Alexander, 

of the Negro schoolteacher in this State i I missed the figure you gave. 
How many of the total have master's degrees i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. We have 667 with master's degree.. We got 7,460 
with bachelor's degree. The whites have 9,999 bachelor's degree. 
They have 2,622 with master's degree. 

Commissioner llisBURGH. And I think the point you were making 
is it is difficult for persons who don't have money to travel to other 
States t.o get their master's degree here i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. You are correct there, because some of these 
whites-some of these with these degrees, they got them here by ex
tension courses from the University of Mississippi, Mississippi State, 
and what-not. They got them here at Millsaps and at Clinton, and 
they can go there at night and get their courses, where we got to sell 
everything and go out of the State to get what we get. 

Commissioner I!EsBURGH. Tell me, are all the superintendents of 
education white~ 

Dr. ALEXANDER. Every one is white, and then they got another 
scheme that they will put a white superintendent with 800 students 



219 

over a Negro principal who has 2,800 students, both having master's 
degree. They will pay the white supervising principal $8,000 and the 
Negro principal is getting $5,600. 

Commissioner• !IEsBURGH. Is there generally a di:fferentiation of 
salary between Negro and white teachers i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. Oh, yes. No question about that. 
Commissioner !IESBURGH. Now is it these white superintendents of 

schools who tell the Negro principals to tell their teachers not to vote i 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes, sir; it js the white superintendents. 
Commissioner HEsnURGH. Do you know actual cases where that has 

beendonei 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes, I know actual cases. 
Commissioner !IEsBURGH. About how many i 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Oh, about 15 or 20. 
Commissioner !IEsBURGH. Now, it seemed to me that in part of the 

registration process, you have to put down what it is to be a good 
citizen, isn't that correct i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. It is. 
Commissioner lIEsBURGH. And isn't a part of a good citizen being 

able to vote i 
Dr. ALEXANDER. I always held it because I held it in 1924. And on 

that basis I was teaching social science, and they were just crazy 
enough to let me register, I guess because I insisted that I couldn't be 
a citizen and teach citizens here unless I was registered to vote. And 
I voted in all elections in Mississippi. I go there and it was kind of 
cool some places, with the exception of one, and t1iat was when Senator 
Bilbo ran for the Senate the last term, and he had posted them that the 
way to keep the Negro from voting is take care of them the night 
before. But I went on. down that same day and the little bailiff or 
peace officer says to me "Negro, you better duck," and I said, "Duck i 
For whati The devil. I haven't done anything." And see, I had just 
come back out of the service. I spent 4 years, 8 months in the service, 
in the Seabees in the Navy, and I came back. It didn't make much 
difference to me what I said, and I told him I wouldn't duck for him 
and no other body. I said "You might not let me register or let me 
vote, but," I said, "I'm .not going to duck." And I meant it. 

Commissio:µer !IEsBURGH. Well, the curious thing to me, and it 
sounds like a line out of Alice in Wonderland is that, if to get regis
tered you have to say what a good citizen does, if one of the things a 
good citizen does is vote, then a schoolteacher who tries to register and 
vote and by that very fact loses her job as a teacher-it seems to me it 
becomes somewhat a perversion of values. 

Dr. ALEXANDER. It does. 
C_ommissioner !IEsBURGH. Thankyou. 

770-805--65-15 
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Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman¥ 
Commissioner FREEMAN. No questions. 
Chairman HANNAH. Dean Griswold~ 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Mr. .Alexander, how many members does 

your organization have¥ 
Dr.ALEXANDER. WehaveS,574. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. That is Negro teachers¥ 
Dr. ALEXANDER. That is Negro teachers. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. How is your association financed W Do 

they pay dues¥ 
Dr. ALExANDER. They pay dues. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. They pay dues to it i 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Does your association-I assume there is 

an association of white teachers i 
Dr. ALExANDER. Yes, a Mississippi Educatio_n Association, and we 

have the Mississippi Teachers Association. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Does you association ever meet with the 

other association¥ 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Only when we go to the National Education As

sociation as delegates. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. You don't have-
Dr. ALEXANDER. And then they want you to say we're doing all 

right in Mississippi, and I won't lie. 
• Commissioner GRISWOLD. Maybe it might be good if you just an
swered the questions. 

Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes, sir. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you ever have meetings in Mississippi¥ 
Dr. ALEXANDER. No; we have never had one-
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Attended by members of your association 

and the otherassociation i 
Dr. ALExANDER. We have never had one, and I have been here 11 

years. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. Do you conduct any sort of institutes or 

educational programs for your members¥ 
Dr. Ar.EXA:Nl)ER. Yes, sir. We have eight districts in the State of 

which we have meetings and we have the counties, all organizations, 
and we meet with them subject to call. 

Commissioner GRISWOLD. What kind of programs do you put on at 
these meetings¥ 

Dr. ALEXANDER. We have programs on improvement of instruction 
as well as trying to qualify to register and vote, and we have them 
in "Make Us Good Citizens," and we just have to get right down to 
pointblank person as to what he should do as a community leader. 
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Commissioner GmswoLD. Who participates in these programs i 
That is, who lectures¥ 

Dr. ALEXANDER. They have different speakers that come in and 
they talk-they talk out themselves, most of them. 

Commissioner GmswoLD. Do you ever have speakers from the State 
university~ 

Dr. ALEXANDER. No; we haven't had one. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. If I remember correctly, am I correct in 

remembering that you said that of the Negro teachers in Mississippi 
who had master's degrees, that there were 17 which had been obtained 
within Mississippi¥ 

Dr. ALExANDER. Yes; that's correct. 
Commissioner GRISWOLD. It is quite irrelevant, but there is a co

incidence which rather strikes me. When the Belgians left the Belgian 
Congo, the number of university graduates in the Belgian Congo 
among the natives there was 17. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Rankin¥ 
Commissioner RANKIN. Do you know the executive secretaries in 

similar organizations in other Southern States~ 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes; I do. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Do you ever-compare notes with them¥ 
Dr. .ALEXANDER. Yes; I do. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Is the situation about the same in Alabama 

and Louisiana as here, or do you think--
Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes; it is about the same in Alabama, but Louisiana 

has a :few more registered voters among their teachers. 
Commissioner RANKIN. And you think it is much better there, is that 

correct¥ 
Dr. ALExANDER. I don't know whether it is much better. They have 

a few more registered than we have. 
Commissioner RANKIN. I see. 
Dr. .ALEXANDER. I mean than they do have in Alabama or Missis

sippi or South Carolina. 
Commissioner RANKIN. Is it easier for Negro teachers in Louisiana 

to get their advanced degree there than here~ 
Dr. ALExANDER. Yes, they allow them to go to Louisiana State 

University. They can go there, but here you've got to sue them; you 
know that. 

Chairman HANNAH. Mr. Patterson. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. Have you had any communication with 

the white teachers organization in Mississippi similar to the com
munication that the Negro teachers organization in Georgia has had 
with the white Georgia Education Association¥ 

Dr.ALEXANDER. Nowwhatdoesthatmeani 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON. That means the Negro teachers organi-
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zation in Georgia has opened discussions with the white teachers or
ganization in Georgia looking toward the time when they can merge. 

Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes. 
Vice Chairman PATTERSON.. Have you taken such action and had 

such discussions in Mississippi~ 
Dr. .ALEXANDER. I have attempted, but I have had no discussion at 

all. They won't meet. 
Chairman HANNAH. Mrs. Freeman, do you have a question~ 
Commissioner FREEMAN. Mr. Alexander, according to your figures 

there would be about 8,127 Negro teachers with bachelor's. 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. And they are all afraid of registering 

because of fead 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Not all of them. They are not all, but,-
Commissioner FREEMAN. Not all of them i 
Dr.ALEXANDER. No. Butamajorityofthem. 
Commissioner FREEMAN. But those who are afraid, where no teach

ers are registered, has any consideration been given to the possibility 
that on a given day every teacher could go down and try to register 
and then they would have to fire them all~ 

Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes, we said that, but they said "Go jump in the 
lake." They wasn't thinking about me. They wasn't going to lose 
their job. 
• Commissioner FREEMAN. Not eventhat consideration i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. No, they wouldn't take that consideration. I volun
teered to go with them, but they wouldn't take that risk. 

Chairman HANNAH. Well, isn't that true, Mr. Alexander, the fact 
that if they lose their present job, it will be practically impossible for 
them to get another one i 

Dr. ALEXANDER. No, it isn't impossible. All those that have lost it. 
have gone and got jobs, and jobs that even pay three times what they 
pay in Mississippi. 

Chairman HANNAH. In other States~ 
Dr. ALEXANDER. Yes; in other States. 
Chairman HANNAH. Are there any other questions~ 
Dr. ALEXANDER. And we have contacts to get them for them. 
Chairman HANNAH. Thank you very much, Mr. Alexander. You 

are excused. 
(Witness excused.) 
Chairman HANNAH. With the exception of the statement of Mr. 

Marshall, which will be presented either at the beginning of the session 
tomorrow morning or the beginning of the session tomorrow afternoon, 
we have concluded that section of the hearing that has to do with 
voting. 

We will take a short recess and reconvene at ten minutes. to four. 
(Whereupon, the hearing was recessed until 3 :50 p.m. of the same 

day.) 
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EXHIBIT NO. 1 

ANALYSIS OF ISSAQUENA COUNTY VOTING APPLICATION FORMS 
On February 11, 1965, Commission attorneys examined the registration and 

voting records of Issaquena County, Miss. At that time the registrar's files con
tained 297 registration forms. The forms covered applications for the period 
from July 21, 1961 to February 10, 1965. The following is an analysis of the 
registrar's administration and grading of the registration test far this period. 

No Negro was registered to vote in Issaquena County prior to November 1964. 
During the period. covei;ed by the forms analyzed, the first attempt by a Negro to 
register was made on July 3, 1964. Substantial numbers of Negroes have 
attempted to register since. 

The Mississippi registration application form has three significant questions : 
Question 18 requires the applicant to copy a section of the State constitution 
designated by the registrar ; question 19 requires him to. interpret the section; 
question 20 requires him to set forth his understanding of the duties and obliga
tions of citizenship under a constitutional form of government. 

I. FORMS ANALYZED 

This analysis deals with only the forms of applicants whose race could be 
established 1 

; 278 out of 297. One hundred and fifty forms were completed by 
white applicants and 128 forms by Negroes. These 128 applications represented 
attempts by 90 Negroes. All 150 white applicants passed on their first attempts; 
9 Negroes passed, most after repeated attempts. 

Il. ANALYSIS OF FORMS 

A. Selection of constitutional sections prior to first Negro attempt 
For the period from July 21, 1961, to July 3, 1964 (when the first Negro applied 

for registration), the registrar relied primarily on three sections of the constitu
tion in administering questions 18 and 19. Of the 133 persons who took the test, 
107 were given one of these three sections. 

Num7Jer of 
Section: applicants

35________________________________________________________ 48 

8-------------------------------------------------------- 38 
240------------------------------------------------------- 21
20_______________________________________________________________ 5 

1~--------------------------------------------------- 3 
11------·--------------------------------------------- 4
30_________________________________________________________ 2
.123______________________________________________________ .------- 2 

33_______________________________________________________________ 1 
103_________________________________________________________ 1 
9________________________________________________________________ 1 

28________ • ----------------------------------------------------- 1
37_______________________________________________________________ 1 
7________________________________________________________________ 1 
-10____________________________________________________________ --- 1 

22_______________________________________________________________ 1 
264______________________________________________________________ 1 

Preamble to the constitution__________________________________________ 1 

1 Department of Justice files Indicate that all applicants from July 21, 1961, to July 
30, 1963, were white. Conferences with U.S. Postmasters serving the county, and with 
residents, verified this Information. Positive iclentlficatlon showed 100 of the 119 ap• 
pllcants for that period to be white and none to be Negro. These local sources were also 
used to establish the race of the latter applicants. 
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.A. review of the sections selected by the registrar during the period shows that 
short and easily understood sections were chosen to be given to almost all the 
white applicants. 

B. Assistance to applicants and, acceptance of inadequate answers prior to first 
Negro attempt. 

An analysis of the answers given to questions 19 and 20 during the period prior 
to the first Negro attempt, indicates that assistance was given to many of the 
applicants and that the registrar accepted inadequate and in some cases grossly 
inadequate answers in passing some of the applicants. The conclusion that 
assistance was given is based upon the fact that there were identically worded 
answers on many of the forms. 

(1) Forty-eight persons were given section 35 to interpret. The section reads: 
"The senate shaU consist of members chosen every 4 years by the qualified 

electors of the several districts." 
The first 15 applicants listed below interpreted section 35 by stating (slight 

variations noted) : 
"To elect the senate members every 4 years in order to get people who keep 

abreast of the time." 
Each one of these answered question 20, dealing with the duties of citizenship, 

with the following statement: 
"To obey the laws of the State and serve in a useful capacity whenever 

possible." 
Date of application Applicant 

1. July 21, 196L______________________ Gary Wayne Morgan. 
2. June 19, 1961----------------------- Julius Wayne Cole. 
3. August 28, 196L____________________ Louie Franklin McTeer. 
4. January 8, 1962_____________________ Henry Wilborn Dye. 
5. January 18, 1962 ___________________ Katie Jane Stuart. 
6. January 24, 1962 ____________________ Allen George Mahalite. 
7. January 26, 1962____________________ Wilbert O'Neal Hill. 
8. January 30, 1962 ____________________ Mrs. R. M. Raiford, Jr. 
9. February 19, 1962 __________________ James G. McDuff. 

(McDuff's answer to 20 read : 
"To abide by the law and serve the state in a useful capacity whenever 

possible.") 
Date of application Applicant 

10. January 19, 1962 __________________ Thomas E. McGrew. 

(McGrew's answer to 19 omitted the word "abreast" and read: 
"To elect the senate members every 4 years in order to get people who keep 

of the times.") 
Date of application Applicant 

11. February 22, 1964 __________________ Walter Clifton Porter. 
12. February 23, 1964_________________ Reid Erwin Monteith. 
13. January 17, 1963 ___________________ Darlene May Smith. 
14. January 21, 1963 __________________ John D. McGrew, Jr. 
15. February 20, 1963_________________ Rachel J. Chick. 

The applicant listed below interpreted the same section by merely repeating the 
words of the section. 

Date of application Applicant 
16. January 30, 1962 _____________ Mrs. Charles Morris, Jr. 

The three applicants listed below gave inadequate interpretations of this 
section. Their complete answers are given. 
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Date of application AppZican: 
17. March 18, 1963 _____________ Bobby Roy Boyd 

(Applicant's interpretation read only: "equible wrights.") 

Date of application Applicant 
18. April 1, 1963______________ Peggy Ophelia Edwards. 

(Applicant's interpretation read: 
"The Government is for the people and by the people.") 

Date of application Applicant 
19. April 12, 1963______________ Dorothy Lee Heigle. 

(Applicant's interpretation read: "Elect every four years.") 
(2) Thirty eight persons were given section 8 to interpret. The section reads: 
"All persons, resident of this state, citizens of the United States, are hereby 

declared citizens of the state of Mississippi." 
The interpretation of section 8 did not show a broad pattern of similarity. 
The three applicants listed below interpreted section 8 by stating : 
"All residents of this State who are citizens of the United States, are citizens of 

Mississippi, without regard to race, creed of (sic) previous conditions." 

Date of application Applicant 
1. January 25, 196..,_ _______ John R. Tremaine. 
2. April 23, 1963_______ Earl L. Richardson. 
3. January 7, 1963_________ Annie Marie Cousins. 

The husband and wife applicants listed below both interpreted section 8 by 
stating: 

"If you are a citizen of the United States and live in Mississippi, you are a 
citizen of Mississippi." 
and answered question 20 by stating: 

"to obey all state and federal laws." 
Date at application Applicant 

4. April 26, 1963_________ Flossie Mae Johnson. 
5. April 26, 1963_______________ Floyd Johnson. 

The three applicants listed below gave inadequate interpretations of section 8. 

Date of application Applicant 
6. June 21, 1963 __________ Emma Jane Pack. 

(Applicant's interpretation read: 
"You have your legal rights as a citizen to vote as you wish.") 

7. June 10, 1963 _______________ Claude Gardner, Jr. 
(Applicant's interpretation read: 
"Which means that all citizens are unamerica that does not take part in 

civic and national election.") 
Date of application Applicant 

8. January 22, 1962 ____________ J. W. Jones. 
(Applicant's interpretation read: "Citizens of Mississippi" answer to ques

tion 20 read: "good and honest officials.") 
• (3) 21 persons were given section 240 to interpret. The section reads: 

"All elections by the people shall be by ballot." 
The nine applicants listed below interpreted section 240 by stating: 
"Elections by the people shall be held by secret ballot." 
Each of these answered question 20 with the following statement : 
"Obey the duties of the government and carry out the rules and laws to the 

best of your ability." 



Date of application Applicant 
1. July 21, 190L______________ Bunny Jean Richards. 
2. July 21, 190L______ l\Irs. :G. W. l\Iorgan. 
3. July 24, 190...______ Rudy A. Holcomb. 
4. October 30, 190,~----- Agnes Marie Burrus. 
5. October 30, 196L___________ Marvin Harry Burrus. 
6. October 18, 196L___________ Claude Charles Collins. 
7. November 6, 196L_____ Marlon G. Massey. 
8. April 27, 1962 __________ Molly Perkins Dew. 
9. January 17, 190.'3 Samuel Lee Smith. 

The applicant listed gave an inadequate interpretation of section 240: 
Date of application .Applicant 

10. April 21, 196? Fannie Sue Boyd Bonamour. 
(The applicant's interpretation read: 
''The people can not vote if they are not a citizen. No VQtes can be counted 

for except the ones that are suppose to be.") 
Her answer to question 20 read : 
"Because if everyone could vote and not be a citizen, there would be no need 

for voting. Everyone could vote." 
(4) Four persons were given section 20 to interpret. The section reads: 
"No person shall be elected or appointed to office in this state for life or during 

·good behavior, but the term of all offices shall be for some specified period." 
The two applicants listed gave, on the same day, similar interpretations of 

this section : 

Date of application Applicant 
1. April 12, 196..,______ Opal Jean Heigle. 

(The Applicant's interpretation read: 
"You can't be appointed for life you must be elected.") 

Date of application Applicant 
2. April 12, 1963__________ Shirley Ann Heigle. 

(The Applicant's interpretation read: 
"You have to elected you can not be appointed for life.") 
(5) Three persons were given section 11 to interpret. The. section reads: 
"The right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the government 

on any subject shall never be impaired." 
The two applicants listed gave inadequate interpretations of section 11. 

Date of application Applicant 

1. May 20, 1963----------~---- Ulden Tucker Jennings. 
(The applicant's interpretation read: 
"For the people of Mississippi to have rights peaceably and not to petition 

the government on any subject.") 

Date .of application Applicant 
2. June 5, 1963___________ Mrs. Agness Arlene Hill. 

(The applicant's interpretation read: 
"A people living in the state of Mississippi is a citizen of the United State 

of Miss.") 
The applicant answered question 20 by stating: 
"As long as we have the constitutional use we'll have the right to vote.") 
(6) Three persons were gi,en section 14 to interpret. The section reads: 
"No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property except by due process 

of law." 
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The applicant listed gave the following interpretation of section 14: 

Dato of applfcatio~ _ Ap7!li(!ant_ 
1. June 25, 1963 _______________ Bertrand Holloway. 

(The applicant's interpretation read: 
("All persons have the right to exercise freedom.") 
(7) In some cases, white applicants were passed who did not answer ques

tion 20. Six persons listed left question 20 blank. 

Date. of application Applicant 
April 12, 1962____________ Donald.Lavern l\IcFate. 
April 21, 1962 _________________ Barbara A. P. Boyd. 
April 23, .1969 _____ Carol A. Richards.on. 
April 23, 106,..-.________ Earl Lee R.ichards_on. 
January 7, 1!)63_______________ Annie l\Iarie Cousins. 
June 4, 1963-----~------------ Rose Miirie l\Iahalite. 

C. Sclccti9n of con-~titutional sections snbsequcnt to first Negro attempt. 
Sections given white applicants subsequent to July 3, 1964, while somewhat 

more varied than those pre,·iously given and in some cases slightly more technical, 
were generally comparable to those sections given whites prior to July 3, 1964. 
While many Negroes were given the same sections as those given whites, sub
stantial numbers of Negroes were required to interpret extremely difficult 
sections. Among the unreasonably difficult sections given Negroes were the 
following: Sections 79, 87, 88, 07, 110, 111, 112, 161, 162, 163, 169, 179, 180, 
182,185,190. 258,274. Fifty-seven Negro applications required the interpretation 
of these sections. 

The following two tables show the number of applicants given each section 
during this period: 

White applicants 
Number of 
.ApplicantsSection:-g________________________________ _ 

1
20_________ 1 
22------------------------------------------ .. ------------------ 3 
35 _______ ·---------------·------------------- _.-------------- 1
70 ___________________________________________ .--·------ 174_______________________________,___________________ 

7 
75---,---------------------------- _____ ---------- 2 

157______________________________,______________ 1 
16,-------------------------------------------------- 1 

Negro applicants 1 

Number of 
Section: .Applicants 

21_________ ---------------------- 1
92.~~------------------------------------------ - ------- 4 

2 --------------------------------------,----- 1 
25 _____________ -----------·---------------------------- 1-
31____________ ------------------------------------- 1 
3 ------------------ 3 
35____,______ ------------------------------------ 4 
47 ---------------------------------- 2 
48______,____-----------·----------------------·---- 2
5g___________ 1 
6 4 

1 Nine Negroes' forms do not Indicate the constftuU0111;\l s{!cUons given. 

https://Richards.on
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Number of 
Section: Applicants 

64--------------------------------------------------------
68--------------------------------------------------------------______________________________________________________________70 

71--------------------------------------------------------------
73~-----------------------------------·-------------------------______________________________________________________________74 
75______________________________________________________________ 
77______________________________________________________________ 
79______________________________________________________________ 

82--------------------------------------------------------------
86------------------------------------------------·-------------_37________________________________________________________ 

88-------------------------------------------- • ----------------91______________________________________________________________ 
93______________________________________________________________ 
97_____________________________________________..;...___________ 
93______________________________________________________________ 

,104__________ ----------------------------------------------------110______________________________________________________________ 
111 _____________________________________________________________ _ 
112______________________________________________________________ 
161______________________________________________________________ 
162______________________________________________________________ 
163______________________________________________________________ 

166--------------------------------------------------------------
161--------------------------------------------------------------169______________________________________________________________ 

176--------------------------------------------------------------179______________________________________________________________ 

180--------------------------------------------------------------_182_____________________________________________________________ 
185______________________________________________________________ 

190--------------------------------------------------------------232______________________________________________________________ 

253--------------------------------------------------------------_258_____________________________________________________________ 
211______________________________________________________________ 
274..___________________________________________________ 

D. Failure to sign form 

1 
1 
4 
1 
2 
7 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
5 
1 
1 

16 
2 
1 
4 
5 
1 
2 
7 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
i 
2 
1 
4 
1 

The present form requires the applicant to sign in two places, after the general 
or minister's oath depending on which oath the applicant takes, and on the line 
immediately below the minister's oath entitled "Applicant's Signature to 
Application." 
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Six whites failed to sign the form on the line entitled "Applicant's Signature 
to Application." All were passed and registered. 

Date of application Applicant 
January 7, 1963 _______________________ Darlene May Smith. 
January 17, 1963:.._____________________ Samuel Lee Smith. 
January 21, 1963 ______________________ J. D. McGrew, Jr. 
January 28, 1963 _________________ Betty Jean 11cPhail. 
April 23, 1963 _________________________ Jessie Jones. 
May 20, 1963 __________________________ Ben Robert Blaskley. 

Thirteen whites signed on the line for the minister's oath instead of on the 
line entitled "Applicant's Signature to Application." All were passed and 
registered. 

Date of application Applicant 
January 7, 1963 _______________________ Mrs. George Cousins. 
January 25, 1963 ______________________ Mrs. Patrick Kerr West. 
Jaµuary 30, 1963 ________________ Mrs. Claude Morris, Jr. 
January 30, 1963 _________________ Vernon C. West. 
February 30, 1963 _____________________ Rachel J. Chick. 
March 1, 1963_________________________ Bobby Joe McGrew. 
April 12, 1963 _________________________ Jean Heigle. 
May 10, 1963 __________________________ Alice Faye Cornwell. 
May 24, 1963 __________________________ Everett F. Gardner. 

June 1, 1963--------------=------------ James D. Gardner. 
June 5, 1963__________________________ Mrs. Agness Arlene Hill. 
June 11, 1963__________________ Mary J. Gardner. 
July 30, 1963 __________________________ Harold W. Smith. 

Three of the whites' forms had a check (V) or (X) indicating the proper lines 
on which to sign. 

Date of application Applicant 
February 7, 1963 ______________________ Betty Massey. 
April 3, 1963 __________________________ Harold Heigle. 
May 22, 1963 __________________________ P. K. Huffman. 

The following forms by Negro applicants were marked "Incomplete," and the 
applicants denied registration, because the forms were not signed. 

Date of application Applicant 
July 8, 1964 ___________________________ Alfred Rufus Brown. 
July 16, 1964-_________________________ Roosevelt Diggs. 
November 23, 1964 _____________________ Arva Arnetta Bell. 

B. Registration of applicants disqualified by statute 

Whites not qualified to register under Mississippi statutory requirements were 
permitted to take the registration test. In all but one of these cases, the appli
cant signed the registration book after successfully passing the ~est. 

(1) Twelve white applicants were permitted to register although they did not 
meet the requirement of resiclence in Mississippi for 2 years prior to the next 
ensuing general election. Miss. Const., Art. 12 § 242 (1890). (A Fecleral 
election was held in November 1962, and an election for county officers was held 
in November 1963.) 
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Date or application 

Jan. 24, 1062..____............ 
Jan. 26, 1962......................... 
Apr. 21, 1962...........: ............. 
Jan. 17, 19G3......................... 
Jan. 17. 1963......................... 
Jan. 25, 1063......................... 
Apr. 12, 1963......................... 
Apr. 12, 1963............-..,........... 
Apr. 12, 1963,____•••••••••••••• 
Apr. 30, 1963......................... 
May 2, 1963.......................... 
June 4, 1963.....................•.... 

Appllcant Period In State at 
time or application 

Allen Geori:e Mahallte... ·2 weeks. 
Marjorie L. Tremaine......................... 11 months. ' 
Barbara Anne Boyd.......................... 12.months. 
Samuel Lee Smith••••~·····.·---·--··········· 9 months. 
Darlene May Smith........................... 7 months. 
John Russell Tremaine, Jr.................... 12 months. i 
Sonya Coleman ............................... •14 months. 
Shirley Ann Helglc 15 months. : ' 
Opal Jean Helitle.............................. 12 months. ' 
Harold Dean He!gle........................... 14 months. 
Robert Lloyd Helg!e.......................... 15 months. 1f 
Rose Marie Helgle......... 18 months. ' 

(2) One person was permitted to ·register although she did not meet the age 
requirement of 21 years of age before the next election. Miss. Const;. Art. 12 
§ 242 (1890). 

Date or application Applicant Birth date 

Apr. 21, 196~"-----············ Fannie Sue Boyd-Bonamonr______, Feb. 4, 1942. 
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EXHIBIT NO. 2 

VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION FORM USED IN ISSAQUENA 
COUNTY, MISS. 

SWORN WRITTEN APPUCATION FOR REGISTRATION 

(lit -.- of doe ,-...W-, •f s.cdon, 20. 241--A p,I %44 •I tt. c-,dn,d.,. •f r.1io.w1pp1 ...r 
nt.T..c -1•1 ., tlM Suu. ., Mt..l..ippl. i.ha •ppliua1 (M Tqi11,11tOa, If - pLralallr .u..w..i: II 
~ so fiU La lhia lorm la !ala own Jo.,a,htffllns la di.. p-. of W n&lrtra"ad ..W.. ~ • ~ 1ua:..c...., ...,.pan,oa._~, 

1, Wdr• th< dole of lhls oppli<o"~ I )---<,/il: /0' /{[(e I} 
2. What b,..... full name? "Zf41~ ~ ·/ ~Q • 
3, Stole your cge and dote of b:.__~•._"9.,_,_,/___.:2zJ_L.L,'-;,.;;:.,._~',....it:~/4,_..,r.,_-L/_q,_•_,,,"J.,__,$.;._________ 
"'· What ls your occupotion?·--<Sh-<"1"""'="'""",l'~, ....... .......,_,________________&,../:7~¥ 

S. Where Is your b.zsincss carried on? (Give city, town or village, end strnt address, Ii any, but if nona, post cfna address) 

Uf .f!!J.1 engoged In business, so state) 7?7Q!f ~ ~ ' 
6. By ....hem ore you cmp]~ (Give name end street address, if cny, but If none, post ofnca addtess) (If not ~ so 

state) '?n4jLLA&?aM0 

/'b-, >:a;i ✓ ,..;c:O:J"~ 
7. \Yhere ls your place of rmidenca In ths c:cunty end districr where you pn,pose to register? (Gl.e city, town or vllloge, and 

Simi ..,d,w, If ony, but If none, po,! offla, •-~t:Jt{fALl,rct•a < Q,1&£-<2-,,
~/<',., <C Q f&ua-?!f ~ 

8. An: )'(!',I a cirlzm of the ~Jnited Stales and an lnhabllant of ~,sslsslppi __..,'./.r'¼='=-~,._..c,________ 
O 

ll. How long hove you'°"""' In Mlulul"'!'? .. ~ • j ¥-4t-<4,. . -

10. How long have you resided In Iha eleotlon' district or prednct 1n wh?ch y,i, propcse to register? / 7/~ ,5 
1/.,b(,vv 

11. Stet• your last previous place of resldcnce--, {Gin street oddreu, If ony, but If none, pmt ofrice ~rew,______ 

-~ ,..:) • r:24£, 
12. he you o minisicr of the gc:p.l 1n chcug• of en QtgGnizcd church, Ct' Iha wlfp of such o minister? tf so, •mlt church? (GiYa 

addrc:sslnccchlnstcncc) __.LJ""-.______________________ 

,13. Check which oath you deslr• to toke:: m ~ra<-1_,)(c,....____ (2) Minlslet''---------

Ul Mtnbtct's wu._____ (i) If under 21 years ot present, but wlll bct 21 years old by da·te .of general 

efccticn:-------------------------------

1~ If then ·g mote: 1han one person of ~ same ncme 1n the p,c-clnct, by1wha1 name do you wbti to be called? 

. -z?,,,,~&,-lh,,,e< 8Lu./e~-~~(Q_____ 
15. Have ycu ever been CtinYicred of any of the fcllowlng crimes: bribery, theft, orson, cbtalnlng mcney or goods under false 

pretenses, perjwy, koe,y, embezzlement, a, blgQrny?__).,,._7/4_1,&~~--------:c------
16, Hate you enr been convlcted of any other crlme (excepting misdemeanors for traffic vlalotlons)?_/Z,,_..-,&J'.-____ 

17. If your answer ta ques1io.:- 15 cir 16 Is "Yes", name the t-1me or crimes of whlch you hove been convicted. and 1he year, 

court, end placer of s\.!Ch .conviction ot convlctlons·~------~------~-----

18, Write and copy In the space below, Sa(tiO'"' // / of the Constitution of Mississippi. 
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IS\, rWrlle In the space bolO'!"f a n:ason0ble lnt1rprctallon (tt. meonlng) of th. Settlon of the Constitution of Mlululppl which 
you have ·Just copied: 

2D, Wtlte in the space below a statement setting forth your undentanding of thl! duties end obllgallons of cltb:enshlp under o 
constlrutional form of gonrnment. 

21. Sign th• oath or affirmation referred to ln question· 130 end which Js:. 

NOTE: Registrar give applicant oath.selected undar question 13, Mark out that portion of ooth that 1s not opp1lcobl1. 

NOTE: Registrar. In registering voten In-Cities and_ Towns not oil In one rlectlon district, the name of such city or town 
, • moy be substituted In 1he Oath for the Eloction District. 

Co) GENERAL and/or SPECIAL OATH: 

I, ~,¼., °( -'~· • ~J:Gf!i.___ do solemnly swear Cor CJfflrm) thot I om twenty.onePf•" aid la, I will be bef~loctlan In thb Cauni.,l• and that I will "have mlded In this Stale two yea", and 

~..,_l________~F•ection District of r;rl:a:4&4-<,1,g < County one year next preceding 
the~ensuit\O election; and am now In good faith a resid•nt of (/he some, and lhol I am not diSQualUied from voting by 
reason of having been convlctfd of any crime named Jn lhe Constitution of this Stole as a· disqualification to be an clectDt'; 
lhot I will truly answer all questions propounded to me concerning my antecedents so for as they relolll to my right to vote, 
and also as to my residence brfc»e my citizenship ln this District; that I will faithfully support the Constitution of the UnJted 
States and of the State of Misslssipl,i, end will bear true fallh and allrglancc ta the MlfflC, So Help Me God. 

• '7/4,u"z;; ¥b.nat~dg' 

(bl OATH OF MINISTER and/or MINISTER"S WIFE: 

I, ,-=-,----,--,--,---,--,---,---,,--:---,-----,--,-~ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am twenty.one ycion 
old <or I will be before the net election In thls County) ·and ihat -I am o MlnGtcr, ar lhc wife of a Minister, of the Gospel 

ln charge of an organized church, and that I will have resided two years In this State and In_________ 

Election District a~-,-------,--,-~--•County six months next preceding the ensuing election; and om now ln 

~;:t. ':~:e~ f~s~nt:!s:i~~1l::; ~hi~~:,~ 'cs~ ~f1~k~:::d t~'i: ~~lr~~e~t~h: I'w~lj''~~ly~::v!1:~1::! 
propounded to me conc;emlng my ontiteedents so for OS thlly 111lote ta my right to vote, and also as to my residence before 
my clti:r.eniliip In this District; that I wlll faithfully support the Constitution cf the United States and af the Stall af MlssJs. 
slP,_PI, and will bear true 'faith end alleglance to lhe ICltM. So Help Me God. 

Applkant'J Slgnatutll to Oath 

Applic:ant', Sl;nature to Applleatlan 
(The Applicant will also Jl;n his ncme htm 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

COUN1YOF~-

Swam to on::I subsctibed befota me by the within ntmtd' 

onlh!s••• dayal/D •¥ 

COUNTY REGISTIWl •STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
SEAL ISSAQUENA coutn:'{"" de'!ue,.,;:il 

i. M,,i., T,°Vcndo¥_enw. Cleik ol lhc Chcncc,y.(Caurt of tho ~ -~ Coun~ 
ond State, do certifyjjAS)the foregoing instrumu.t b a ,!nm end a)rttC ~ 
the cdginol ~rofn 2, ,;..., !!~: 

""'=------~-:.1. ··:-- •=! ~ om«.. ·..Bl _:'f"'3;f-
• WitnesS ~ signaturj; of;r-r~ cfficc th~, the 

.. .., n£ J"'"'79r2arJ2 196:-' .• .. 
:MAAY T. VANDEVENDER.,~ Ciel'<. 

-,:-~ &·.:l:'m:99""ri'•) "C/-:.c: 
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EXHIBIT NO. 3 

SIX PHOTOGRAPHS OF NEGROES ENTERING OR LEAVING THE OFFICE 
OF THE REGISTRAR OF HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS., TAKEN BY THE 
SHERIFF AND A DEPUTY SHERIFF OF HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS. 

(OMITTED IN PRINTING.) 

EXHIBIT NO. 4 

WARRANT FOR THE ARREST OF MRS. MARY THOMAS, HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY, MISS., DATED SEPT. 4, 1964 

General Warrant 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

CO'IJ_NTY OF HUMPHREYS 

·TO /ili"f LAWFUL OFFICER OF HUMPHREYS COUNTY - GREETING: 

WE COMMAND YOU TO TAXE forthwith the body or '"Jyza...ru...-1 --t,/i.~.r)~,-7Cl/.1......

J 
and bring c.--/,,i.,,,-\,. hp.fore the under!/igned Justice of the Peace o / District to 

/1, t.it}_: /½' ,J--1,!- ~ J.. 
answer n charge of ~-c-i / ,.:µ;..£-1- ---z,r/4:,,1:.,r,-i c,'-L-i,f a·.., -r-c -c-'-'_,_1 ·& c 

{/ 

Witness my hand, th'is the-·-~tf---= 

........ na. CD. .. 

FACSIMILE OF RETURN ON WARRANT 

I have this day executed the within writ by arresting the within named 

MA.RY THOMAS 

and placing him in the county jail. 
This 4th day of September 1964. 

JOHN D. PURVIS, Sheriff, 
By (S) J. L. HUFFSTICKLER. 

770 805-65-16 
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EXHIBIT NO. 5 

SWORN APPLICATION BY MRS. MARY THOMAS, HUMPHREYS COUNTY, 
1\USS., TO REGISTER TO VOTE, DATED SEPT. 4, 1964 

:\

1~ 5\VOnN l\'IUTTEN Al"l'LlCATION Fon. 11.EGISTn.ATION 

<BT reason ot the provlslons of Scc°llon 241, 241..A and 244 of Qie ConstltuUon ot MisslsslppJ and re!enn1 atatulea of &ho 

SC:ite of ntlsslssl111J1, the appJic:mt for rc;:-blraUoa. lt not·p~ disablcd'II nqu1mS ~ nu In Chia form J.a. h!s own llazut• 

wrUin: In tho pn:scnco of tho rc:fstmr AD1Lb~ut ~ or saz~Uon at any penou az:, memmanda:m.) 

L Wrilo tho dalo of this a11111lcoUon ;--=~9'='-·....,.1/~,,;-'-/~9-Jf?~/,c...,/______________ 

JI. l\'hil Ii 70111' full name? ~ J~:V?~ 
3. Slalo 10111" Air• and date of birlh~·,f""""":i;a;..--"J?:~,c,/:...,9'!....1R~,jf~__________,____ 

lo What Is 70?,U" occupaUon'l ~~"f-

$. \Vhcrc ls 1our· business carried on? (Givo cl17, town or TDiap. and atreet addreas, u &JQ", but u none. post oUlco ad• 

drcs3J (U nol ......:"'1 In buslnas, so alalo) ,;l 7~ ~4,,.,. # • 
G. Bt whom o.ro 1ou cmploJCd? (Glw mme ana e:treet addrus, u &DJ', but u n9.ne,. poal-oUlc:e addrea) (If not cmplafcd, 

·n sbt.c) 

,. Where b 10ur pl:r.ce of zuiacnca In tho COunb' and dlslrict. where JOU propose to reslster2' (Gin clb', town or Tilla&"e. an4 

ti=I addrm. If an,, bu! If nono, posl ortlco•udares.) d, 7f,4 ~~--,~ 

8, Aro 7ou a. .cltl:cn of tlic l1nlle4 Sbtcs and AD Inhabit.am of lWsslalwl': •-~~~--==-----------
9. llow Io~ have J'0U rcsh1m ID Hisslsslnl? _,:;;Lz,.d4J.""i'~·.:,,L;c....---------------------

10. llow Ion< hilvo Jou resided In Ilia elccUon illilrlc~ proclncl In ,rhlch :rou prupose to rqblorT --"¥<-:__~·,:;...___ 

11. State your Wt. previous pb.cc of ra1dmce,. (Gin at.red ~ If aD.7, but. U llODe, pot& etrlce &44tas) ____ 

~ )z~ -

12.·.11zo 1•• n. m!Dlstor of tho •=tl In _cllarp of an or,:a,,lud chnroh, or tho wlfa of auch. a mhlldeiT ll ao, whal chmelif 

(Gln address 1n c:LCh lmbncc) ---------,<<'---,---------....:.------• 

13,.CJ=kwhlchoath :rou 4eslre la lake: (1) G<Dcr.,I: ~ .(Zl ~:-1 131 llllnblcr'o wlle: -I 

(~) ll - Zl ..... al presm1, bul wm be Z1 nan old bJ dalo of - elmlon: .......--------~-

u. Ir thuo Is more than ono person of 1D1l1" aamo na:u In tho »=lm:I, hr w!mt mmo ao 7"11 wish to be c,IJc4f ___• 

15. Have :rou cvtt been eonvlclod of an, of tho followl:I: crimes: )!ribcz>', lhcrl, .._ 111,- %IUmC7 or r;oods mxlz:r faho 

ptolcmu. -J111"7, for<erJ, .emb=I=cnt, or blr,uaJf -"'-'='"'-------------------

16. n... ,au cvcr bccn conTlcl<:l of an, olht:r c:rlmo (~- for lralils Tlolsllam)T -~¾="------
17 it ,our amwu to q=Uon 15 or Ia Is 'Tes", a:imo Ilia c:r!= or c:r1mea ol whldi :r=: lone bee:, caink:lel, SDI! tho 

0 

,...., courl, :md placo of - - .. _,--------------------

https://Inhabit.am
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%0. Wrlla In U.O -•• bclaw a a!Alcmcnl acll!nr forth • • 
mu1er A consutuUoIW form ot &:DTernmml. :,our IUl4e:nb.n4lQ ~~ the datkl Gd ohllr.lUona al cWamhJp 



,.&1. Si:n the oath or a.fflrm:i.tion referred t..o ID quesUon 13, and which ls: 

(a) Gll?>"llRAL and/or SPECIAL OATII: 

do solemnly swC:Lr (or affirm) that I am twenty..one years old (or I wlllI, __________, 

]Jc Defore ilie next election In this County) and that I will ha.Te resided' In this St:de two 7ears, and --------

J;:IccUon. District of _________ Count;r one 7ear next preceding- the ensuinr eJecUon, llJld am now In podr 

fa.Uh a. resident ot tlio s:i.mc. and· tlia.t. I am not. dt.r,ualltlcd trom voUnr b,. rcaaon of Ja,YinS been conriotca of any crime 

n:i.mcd in the ConsUluilon of this sta.te as a dlsquallflcation to be am elector; ·that I will trull ~r all questions Pf'O• 

pounded· to me concemlnl:' mY antecedents so far ns thcY relate to mY rlc-bt to vote, and also as to 1llJ' residence before mJ" 

cithcnshlp in this District: that I will falthfuIIJ' support the ConsUtutlo~ of the Unltea. St.ates and of the State of l\Dssls

&lppl, and will bCAr UU.c fa.1th and allei;la.nee to the ome, So Delp Mc God, 

Applicant's Sh:nalure lo Oath 

11>1, OATir OF l\lINISTllR ana/or llIINISTllll.'S WIFE: 

I. ________________, do solemnly swe3l' or (affirm) Utat I am twent7•one Years old {or I ,rttl 

De 'bcCore the next elecUon In this Count7) and that I am a Mihlsfer. or the wlte or a Minister, or the Gospel In c'llarre of 

an organized churt"h1 antl tI4'\l I wiII have resided h,·o 7ears Jn this State and In _______ Election Dlsldcl 

ot ________ County six montlis next prccedJnc- the ensutnc- decUon, am1 nm now In rood faith a re.sldent of 

tho same, :md that I am not dlsqua.llfJed from voting- b7 reason of havlne- Deen convJctcd of an7 crime named In the Constltu• 

tion ot this Sta.to as a cllsqualific.a.tlon to be n.n elector; tha..t I wJJI truly answer all questions propounded '!> me conce:rnlnr 

my antcced<"nts so fair u the:r relate to m:r rf&ht to vote. and also as to mJ" residence before niJ" citizenship In th.la DlstrJd: 

that I will talthCullJ' SUJJP•r£ lhe Conslllullon ot Ibo United Slnles and ot tho Stale ot Mississippi, anc1 wm hear lnlo falllt 

nnd n.ltccl:mce to tho same. So Belp Me God. 

Applicant's Slin.atarc to Oath 

Appllcant'a Strnature to AppJJeatJon 
(1'ho Applicant will also alp his Name Here) 

STATll OF l\IISSISSIPPI 

COUNTY OF ___________ 

Swam to and subscribed be.fore me the wiUun nam,d __ • --------"" flila lhe ----

iI:.:r ot ----------~ 19__, 
COtJNTr BEGISTB.aK 

https://BEGISTB.aK
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EXHIBIT NO. 6 

NOTICE SENT TO MRS. MARY THOMAS, HUMPHREYS COUNTY, MISS~, 
OF EXPIRATION OF STATE BEER LICENSE, DATED AUG. 20, 1964 

JOHN··o. PURVIS, Sheriff & Tax Colloctor 
• ilLIZONI, MiSS. 

( THIS SIDE OF'CARD IS F'OR ADDRESS l 

YOUR PRIVILEGE LlCE~SE JS DIJE FOR P.ENf~CEN:: ::. 

RENEWED BY Ti-IE ::msr OF n-;:: MONTH ·,s SUBJECT TO PENALTY'. 

COUNTY--------
Y}l,D ____, 

$TATE __L..s._ <Z£ - Lf..u...,,,,_,; 

{'LEASE Rern·;l,N TMIS CARD 'NITH YOUR RENEWAL. 

OFFICE OF SHERIFr & TAX COLLECTOR 
HUMPHREYS COU 

0

NTY. 
BELZONI, MISS. 
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EXHIBIT NO. 7 

WARRANT FOR THE ARREST OF MRS. ALENE HUNTER, HUMPHREYS 
COUNTY, MISS., DATED JAN. 8, 1965 

SPECIAL BENCH WARRANT 
C!m1>tcr 112, Laws 1924 

Sl:Lto of ntisslss!ppl 

liumphrw, Counq 

~O AN11 LAWFUL OFFICER OF llllMl'mtEYS COtlNrY - GBEETING1 

W& COll!MA?,"D YOU :ro :r,um torlhwllll lhc bod7 of ~~ 

;md brln~bcforo 1he unilcrsf;necl, a JusUce at the Peace at DlcfComlb' ID'.rasUce"• Dlstrlct 

FACSIMILE OF RETURN ON WARRANT 

I have this day executed the within writ by arresting the within named 

ALINE HUNTER 

and placing him in the county jaiL 
This 8th day of January 1965. 

J'OJIN D. PURVIS, Sheriff, 
By (S) J. L. HllEi'STICKLEB. 
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EXHIBIT NO. 7 (.Cont'd.} 
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EXHIBIT NO. 8 

KU KLUX KLAN CARD 

Thousands of Klansmen 
w . . ITXTvv ateh"mg . . . a1tmg. 

Ku Klux Klan 
DON'T BE MISLED! 

Let Your Conscience Guide You! 

EXHIBIT NO. 9 

VOTING RIGHTS OF NEGRO TEACHERS IN FOUR MISSISSIPPI 
COUNTIES 

(James W. Prothro and Lewis Lipsitz, University of North Carolina) 

The percentage of adults registered to vote in the 11 States of the South is 
about half as great among Negroes as it is among whites. A comprehensive 
survey of political participation in the South, carried out in 1961, found that 
33 percent of all voting-age Negroes and 66 percent of all voting-age whites were 
registered to vote.1 Although registration has increased among both whites and 
Negroes in the last 4 years, the disparity between the races remains approximately 
the same. In the non-Southern States, on the other hand, there is almost no 
difference in the rates at which Negroes and whites register to vote-SO percent 
of the voting-age whites and 78 percent of the voting-age Negroes were registered 
to vote in 1960.2 

If we go back to 1940, before the Supreme Court declared the "white primary" 
unconstitutional; only about 5 percent of the adult Negroes were registered to 
vote in the South. Since 1940, this figure has increased to approximately 39 
percent. Despite this great increase in Negro voter registration, the rate of 
increase has been highly uneven among different Southern States. As table 1 
indicates, the southwide increase was 34 percentage points, from 5 percent to 39 
percent. The largest increases were in Tennessee ( 51 percentage points), Texas 
( 49 percentage points), Florida (48 percentage points). The smallest increase 
was in Mississippi (7 percentage points). Mississippi, which had the smallest 
increase in Negro voter registration, also started from the lowest point, with 
virtually no Negroes registered in 1940. The proportion of Negroes registered in 
Alabama, which ranked at the bottom along with Mississippi in 1940, and next 
to the bottom in 1964, is three times as great as the proportion registered in 
Mississippi. 

1 Donald R. Matthews and James W. Prothro, Negro Political Participation in the South 
(New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World, in publication). 

2 Data from a national survey conducted by the Survey Research Center at the University 
of Mlchl~an. 

8 In Smit1i v. A.Zlwright, 321 U.S. 649 (1944). 
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TABLE 1.-Flstimated, Percentage of Voting-Age Negroes Registered, to Vote in 
the South, 1940-64 

State 1940 1947 1952 1956 1960 1964 
(summer) 

Mississippi_______________________________________ (1) 1 4 5 6 7 
Alabama__________________________________________ (1) 1 5 11 14 22 
South Carolina___________________________________ (1) 13 20 Zl (2) 34 
Louisiana_________________________________________ (1) 2 25 31 31 32 
Georgia___________________________________________ 2 20 23 Zl (2) 39 
Arkansas_________________________________________ 3 21 Zl 36 38 42 
Florida___________________________________________ 3 13 33 32 39 51 
V!rg!nla__________________________________________ 
T~x115_____________________________________________ 

5 
9 

11 
17 

16 
31 

19 
37 

23 
(3)30 

28 
58 

North Carollna _________________s_________________ 10 14 18 24 38 4li 
Tennessee___ -------------------------------------
Southwlde________________________________________ 

16 
5 

25 
12 

Zl 
20 

29 
25 

(•)48 
28 

67 
39 

1 Less than 0.5 percent. 
'No data. 
1 Incomplete data; the data !or Tennessee are especially unreliable. 

Sources: Derived from U.S. Census data on nonwhite population and from Negro registration estimates In 
G. Myrdal, An American Dilemma (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1944), p. 488; M. Price, The Negro 
l-oter in the Soutl, (Atlanta: Southern Regional Connell, 1957), p. 5; U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 1959 
Report (1959 Commission on Civil Rights Report) (W11Shlngton, D.C., 1959), and U.S. Commission on 
CMI Rights, Voting (1961 Commission on Civil Rights Report) (Washington, D.C., 1961); South-Regional 
Connell data reported In The New York Times, August 23, 1964. 

THE PROBLEM FOR INVESTIGATION 

The findings presented above indicate that the degree to which Mississippi 
Negroes exercise the right to register as voters differs, not only from whites in 
Mississippi, but also from Negroes in other Southern States. Many factors may 
influence the decision to register as a voter or to remain a nonvoter, e.g., eligibil
ity under the formal requirements (such as age, residence, or literacy), interest 
in getting registered, interest in a particular election, or the feeling that one's 
vote would make a difference. In addition, unlikely as such a possibility may 
appear in a democracy, people may decide not to register because of fear or 
intimidation. 

The purpose of the investigation reported here was to discover the reasons for 
failure to register and to vote among Negroes in four Mississippi counties. Since 
Negroes in Mississippi have low levels of education (the 1960 census reported 
the median school years completed by Negroes as 6.0), failure to register might 
stem from lack of education or interest. A southwide analysis of the relationship 
between the social and economic characteristics of Southern counties and the 
proportions of Negroes registered found a strong relationship between these 
characteristics and Negro registration. 

However, even when we take the social and economic characteristics of Mis
sissippi counties into account, their rate of Negro voter registration is 14 per
centage•points below what would be expected if Negro registration in Mississippi 
responded to county characteristics as does Negro registration in the South as 
a whole.' The extremely low rate of Negro voter registration in Mississippi thus 

• Donald R. Matthews and James W. Prothro, "Social and Economic Factors and Negro 
Voter Registration in the South," American Political Science Review, LVII: 24-44, March 
1963; and "Political Factors and Negro Voter Registration in the South," APSR, LVII: 
355-367, June 1963. 
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cannot be explained simply by low levels of education and other factors that tend 
to depress political participation throughout the South. 

The survey reported here was confined to Negro schoolteachers, all of whom 
were college graduates, in order to insure that all members of the population 
being sampled were literate. In the other 10 Southern States, for example, 80 
percent of the Negroes with college degrees were registered to vote in 1961. Four 
counties were selected for the survey by the Civil Rights Commission, with the 
~tent of including both counties with relatively low and with relatively high 
rates of Negro voter registration. 

THE RESEARCH PROCEDURE 

The Civil Rights Commission contracted with the National Opinion Research 
Center to draw a large random sample of respondents from lists of Negro teachers 
in the four counties and to conduct .the interviews. In three of the counties (X, 
Y, and Z), the sample was drawn from all Negro teachers in the county; in 
county W, the sample was selected only from those teaching in the county seat, 
which had a relatively high rate of Negro voter registration. Respondents were 
selected at random from lists of those currently employed. They were inter
viewed, with assurances of anonymity, ·by professional Negro interviewers trained 
by the NORC staff during Deceipber 1964 and January 1965. The number of 
Ne,gro teachers in each of the four sampling areas, the size of the sample, and 
the number of completed interviews follow. 

County Teachen In Number In Number Completed 
county sample contacted Interviews 

w 225 63 48 46j:_______________________ 169 41 29 26 
y _________ 74 54 47 40 
z____ ---------------- 73 56 50 111 

'rhe intervie.w schedule itself. was drafted by the authors of this report as con
sultants to the NORC. The NORC sent the completed interview schedules 
directly .to the authors of the report for analysis: The quality of the interviews 
suggested the interviewers succeeded in establishing good rapport with respond
ents. The lack of contradiction in the interviews on questions of fact enhances 
confidence in the validity of the responses. Since the samples were based upon 
sound sampling procedures, .the findings can be taken as representing the expe
riences and attitudes of the general populations under study. 

The limitations of this study must be kept in mind in evaluating the findings. 
First, no inferences should be drawn on the basis of this study about Negro 
voting rights in other parts of Mississippi. The survey was designed, not as a 
sample of Negro teachers in Mississippi,. but as four separate samples in three 
counties and one city. The different practices we found in the four counties 
that were surveyed strengthen this reservation. Second, no inferences should 
be drawn from the findings about attitudes of Negroes in general in the four 
study sites. The population of concern in this study was the population of 
Negro schoolteachers only. They are not representative of the Negro population 
as a whole. Third, guarded inferences can be drawn about voting eligibility (as 
distinct from attitudes) of other Negroes in the study sites. In view of the 
unusually high educational attainments of the population under study, one can 
infer that if they are judged ineligible to vote other Negroes with lower levels 
of education would also be judged ineligible. Such a conclusion is a logical 
inference, however, not an established finding. 
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A COMP.A.RISON Oli' THE VOTING RIGHTS OF NEGRO TEACHERS IN FOUR MISSISSIPPI 

COUNTIES' 

Willingness to Discuss PoliticaZ Participation 
Negro teachers vary greatly in perceptions about their political freedom or 

repression in the four study counties. Qnly· in the county seat of county W do 
they enjoy a widespread feeling of freedom to pai;ticipate in American politics. 
In the other three counties, the variation is from complete to partial feelings ~f 
repression. 

An important, if indirect, indication of an atmosphere of freedom is willingness 
to be interviewed on questions about political participation. Throughout the 
South, less than 10 percent of all Negroes-which includes only a small per
centage with a college education-have refused to discuss the question of political 
participation with interYiewers.5 In three of these four counties, the percentage 
of Negro teachers who refused to talk about political participation was not 
extremely high. (In county W it was about normal for the South as a whole, 
and in counties X and Y the refusal rate was not greatly above normal.) In 
county Z, however, the refusal rate was extraordinary, especially when we con
sider that the sample was restricted to college graduates. (The data are 
summarized in table 2.) 

TABLE 2.-Rates of refusaZ to be interviewed 011 Negro teachers in four 
Mississippi counties 

yw X z 

Number approached. __________________ -- 48 29 47 50 
Refusal rate. ..percent.. 4.2 10.3 14.9 62.0 

In county Z, more than three out of every five teachers who were approached 
(31 out of 50) refused to be interviewed. l\lost of these refusals offered no 
explanation, but one-third (10 out of 31) volunteered the comment that they 
were afraid that granting the interview would jeopardize their jobs. Seven 
of these 10 further explained that they had been instructed by their school prin
cipal not to discuss civil rights with anyone. They added that this was given 
to them as an order from the county school superintendent. 

The high level of reluctance characterizing Negro teachers in county Z is 
not found in. the other counties. Nevertheless, the minority who refused to 
be interviewed cited fear of loss of their jobs often enough ,to suggest that this 
threat is perceived by some Negro teachers in these counties as well. The number 
of refusals citing fear of their jobs in each of these counties is: W,, 1 out of 2; 
X, 2 out of 3; Y, 3 out of 7. 

The explanation for the high refusal rate in county Z is important in evaluat
ing all subsequent findings. As many teachers were approached for interviews 
in county Z as in the other counties, but-in view of the orders of the school 
superintendent-the analysis that foll~ws .includes only 19 interviews from 
county Z. When we consider fear as a reason for not registering to vote, for 
example, we shall rely only upon those teachers who were willing to be inter
viewed. It should be kept in mind that 62 percent of the teachers in county Z 
were too reluctant or fearful even to grant the interview and that they are not 
included in the rest of the analysis. 

5 Matthews o.nd Prothro, op. clt. 
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Voter registration 

Voter registration among Negro teachers also varies markedly among the four 
sample counties. In county W, almost three-fourths of the teachers were reg
istered voters. And better than 9 out of 10 of those who were registered had 
actually voted. In county X, less than half the teachers were presently registered. 
County Y had only 1 registered teacher out of a sample of 40. In county Z, 
there was not a single registered voter among the teachers interviewed. (See 
table 3.) 

TABLE 3.-Registration of Negro teachers in four Mississippi counties 

y 

Rcgistered____________________________________percent__ 0 

w X z 

73.9 42.3 2.5 
Not rcglstered___________________________________do____ 26.1 57. 7 97.5 100 

Total______________________________________do____ 100 100 100 100 
Number_________________________________________ 46 26 40 19 

Of the 19 teachers interviewed in county Z, none had ever attempted to 
register. Six of these 19 state that they have not tried because they fear the 
possible consequences-4 mentioning the fear of losing their jobs. In addition, 
two teachers in county Z state they have heard of Negroes who tried to register 
and actually did lose their jobs. 

In county Y, in addition to the one teacher who has recently become a 
registered voter, only one other respondent has ever tried to register. This 
person stated that he was told the polls were closed although he saw that white 
people were being registered. Of the 38 other county Y respondents who have 
not tried to register, 28 say that their failure to make an attempt is a result of 
their fear of the possible consequences. Fourteen of these 28 fear the loss of 
their jobs. 

The 15 teachers not registered to vote in county X include 6 individuals who 
have tried to register and failed. Of the nine others who have not tried to 
register, only one person says that fear played any role in his failure to make 
an attempt. The others credit their failure to personal negligence or lack of 
interest. 

The picture in county W is somewhat similar to X. Of the 12 nonregistrants, 
1 has tried to register and is now awaiting the results of his test. Nine of 
the 11 others state that they have not tried to register either because of a lack of 
interest or because of their own negligence. One teacher, however, expresses a 
fear of losing his job. 

TABLE 4.-Frequency of attemptea registration among nonregisterea Negro_ 
teachers 

w X y z 

Attempted___________________________________percent__ 
Not attempted_______________________do____ 

Total______________________________________do____ 

Number ---------------------------------------

8.3 
91.7 

100 
12 

40.0 
60.0 

100 
15 

2.6 
97.4 

100 
39 

0 
100 
100 
19 

In summary, as table 4 indicates, the two counties with virtually no Negro 
registration are also those in which almost no Negro teachers have ever tried 
to register. In accounting for their failure to try to register, 74 percent in 
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county Y and 82 percent in county Z state explicitly that they are afraid. For 
some the fears are not described in detail ; others specify that they would lose 
their jobs, be subjected to violence, or be jailed. In county•y, however, one 
teacher has registered since the last election. Despite the widespread ex
pressions of fear, several respondents reported that they had heard of a recent 
change of policy that would permit registration. Two teachers reported that 
their school principal had announced at a recent teachers' meeting that teachers 
would henceforth be permitted to register. Finally, one other Negro teacher in 
County Y describes a recent church meeting at which a white official told Negroes 
that they could register, as long as they were not in groups. Whether or not 
these reports indicate a change in county Y is not clear. 

Table 5 presents the major fear expressed by each respondent during his inter
view. The most common fear is loss of one's job, far overshadowing every other 
fear in its frequency. Expressions of fear occurred in more than half the inter
views in three of the four sample areas. Only 4 percent .of the respondents in 
county W expressed any fear, but the frequency rose to 54 percent in county X, 
75 percent in county Y, and 79 percent in county Z. 

TABLE 5.-Ela:pressions of fear in interviews 

(Categorized by major fear expressed) 

yw X z 

Loss or Job............................................. 2 4 11 9 
Possibility o!loslng Job---······················ •••••••••••• 1 51----
Violence........................................................... 2 ·······-···· ··········-.

4,____ 
Fear or lnternew............................................................... 3 4 
Fear-anspeclfled.................----·········· .........•.. 3 2 2 
Discrimination by registrars............................ ............ 4 

Job loss and violence____................................... ·-·········· 

4 ···········-
Fear or discussing politics publicly ............................................. 1 

Total expressing fear·-·················Percent.. ,4. 3 53. 8 75.0 78.9 
Number•••••••••·-······························ 46 26 40 19 

Motivation to participate in politics 

In terms of the motivation to participate in politics, there are some variations 
among the four counties, but in all four there is a considerable group that mani
fests high involvement. Asked, for example, about their interest in the 1964 
election, a majority of respondents in counties W, X, and Y indicate great interest, 
and a large minority do so in county Z. (See table 6.) 

TABLE 6.-Interest in 1964 presidential election 

yw X z 

Great deal ....................................percent.. 79. 2 57. 7 75. O 44.4 
Quite a loL.................-············-·-····do.... 13. 0 42. 3 20. 0 22.2 
Not very much .............____........do.... -7. 8 ............ 15. o 16.7 
Not at all••••••·----·····················do••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• ···-········ 16. 7 

Total...........................·-·········do.... 100 100 100 100 
Number......................................... 46 26 40 118 

1A. respondent In county Z di(no(answer)h!s question. 
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Wllen interest in the 1964 election is related to whether or not individuals are 
registered voter.s, the. patterns are_ sharply different in the four counties. In 
county W, more than three out of .four of those who show high interest in the 1964 
election are registered. In X, less than half with high interest are registered. 
In Y, only 1 is registered out of 37 with high interest. In Z, none is registered 
though 11 show high interest. Clearly, degree of interest in politics cannot 
explain the differing patterns of voter registration in these counties. Even when 
the analysis is confined to citizens with high interest, the proportion who are 
registered drops markedly from •county W to counties X and Y and it disappears 
entirely in county Z. (See table 7.) 

TABLE 1.-Relationship of interest in 1964 election to registration 

Percent registered In: 
Level of Interest 

w X zy
t 

Great deal or quite a-lot _____ (32) 44.0 (11) (1) (0)------- 76.2 2. 7 0.0% 
Not very much or not at al' --------- 100 (2) to.o (0) 0.0 (O) 0.0% (0) 

A very similar pattern is found w·hen other indices of political interest, such as 
desire. to vote, and general interest in politics, are related to actual voter registra
tion. In several cases the level of political interest expressed in county Y is 
higher than that in any of the other counties despite its low level of registration. 
Though county Z teachers express a lower le,el of political interest than those 
in the other counties, even there a large minority of teachers express high levels 
of political interest and concern. Yet ,none of these highly motivated teachers 
has e,en attempted to register to vote. 

The teachers in each of the four counties feel overwhelmingly that. it would. 
make a difference if more Negroes registered and voted in their county. (See 
table 8.) In -county W, the teachers talk of better schools, Negro officeholders, 
more responsive white· officials, and greater opportunities that might flow from 
increased Negro voter registration. In county X, one teacher says increased 
registration would be good because, "If they (the Negroes) were registered they 
wouldn't have the inferiority complex." A county Y teacher speaks eloquently 
of the fruits of greater Negro participation: "The sheriff wouldnit push you 
around because he would have to depend on your vote to get in office * * • 
If you have no ballot you ha,e.no voice. Wheµ you vote you are a more respon
sible citizen, not just existing. but part of an existence * * *" In county Z, 
where intimidation appears to be per,asive, one teacher puts the case for increased 
Negro registration on a very simple basis: ":Maybe we would feel better about 
things likejust talking with you." 

In all four counties, a large majority qf teachers would like to see more Negroes 
registered, and they appro,e the actions of Negroes who have tried to register. 
In all counties, a large percentage of Negroes show high interest in political 
matters and every respondent read at least one newspaper and magazine. Yet 
only in county W is e,en a majority of the sample of Negro teacher.s registered 
to vote. Clearly the shadow of intimidation falls between the wish to participate 
and the act of participation. 
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TAllI.E 8.-Do 11011, feeZ it would make a difference if Negroea (more Negroea) 
registered and voted in this county1 

yw X z 

Yes___________________________________percent__ 88.6 92.0 87.5 50.0No_____________________________________________ ·do____ 
6.8 8. 0 7.5 38.9 

Don't know ·-------------·--·-----------------do____ 4.6 5.0 11.l 
TotaL_____________________________________do____ 100 100 100 100 

44 25 40 18Nuniber ----------------------------------------

APPENDIX To REPORT ON 

VOTING RIGHTS OF NEGRO TEACHERS IN Foux l'IIISSISSIPPI COUNTIES 

;(James W. Prothro nnd Lewis Lipsitz, University of North Cnrollnn) 

In the following pages, the interviews from each county are analyzed separately. 
Rather than a statistical treatment, these county-by-county descriptions allow 
those interviewed to speakfor themselves. 

COUNTY Z 

In county Z, the simplest acts are fraught with dangerous consequences for 
Negro teachers. Granting an interview, dfscussing politics, speaking of voter 
registration even to one's coworkers-all these elementary acts involving freedom 
of speech can precipitate serious personal difficulties. With fear penetrating to 
this level of routine exercise of free speech, the effort to register to vote requires 
such courage or disregard for consequences that not a single teacher has tried 
to register to vote. 

Each step along the road toward political involvement, even the first step of 
political expression, carries a prohibitive price in county Z. A large majority of 
teachers were frightened even of granting the interview itself. As noted earlier, 
the refusal rate for this county was 62 percent. Moreover, many of those who 
agreed to be interviewed had been so intimidated that they refused to comment 
on all questions concerning politics. At the conclusion of one interview, a nervous 
respondent asked that her name be erased because of fear that her family would 
suffer because she had consented to the interview. Another teacher asked to read 
over- the completed interview to make sure of its contents because she had been 
specifically instructed by the school superintendent not to talk to: the interviewer. 

People who are afraid to speak are also afraid to engage in other political 
activity. Asked if he had ever attended any meetings where voter registration 
was discussed, one teacher comments: "* • • with the situation in this county 
you know better than to do so." Asked if she discusses politics, another teacher 
says : "I don't dare talk to my coworkers." Asked if she had ever tried to persuade 
other Negroes to register, a respondent states: "I am a teacher. If I want my 
job I know better than to do that." .Another teacher confirms this fear of open 
discussion. He says that the teachers do n9t discuss voter registration because 
"the walls have ears." A woman describes a particular incident. that persuaded 
her that the "walls have ears" indeed. "We discussed it (Negro voter registra
tion) in a very general manner at a meeting, and before we could get settled at 
home the phone was ringing and there was some explaining to do. I guess I bet
ter not go into it anymore. You know I would rather you did not write what I am 
saying-we have to be careful • • *·" 

In such an atmosphere of intimidation-comparable to that of a totalitarian 
state-perhaps the chief surprise is that more than a third of the teachers were 
willing to grant interviews. The fact that none has tried to register is not sur• 
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prising. These teachers fear for their jobs. One respondent answers this way 
when asked, "Do you know of any Negro teachers in this county who have 
registered to vote?": "You don't sound like a Mississippian asking that question 
* * *. Teachers are not trying to lose jobs, they are trying to get them." 

Several teachers in county Z say they do not believe that Negroes who might 
try to register in the county would be doing a good thing. This attitude is not 
based on an opposition to voter registration as such. It is based, rather, on 
feelings of both hopelessness and prudence. For example: "They knew when 
they tried what trouble they would get into * * * Like the people didn't want 
you to register * * * the white people." Another teacher explains the risk of 
trying to participate in the democratic process-"Not around here anyway. 
Mo.st of them don't have anywhere to go if something_started around here. * * * 
You see most of us are from Mississippi, so where could we go?" 

A :final quotation from one of the teachers in county Z sums up their situation. 
Asked if it would inake a difference in the Negro's way of life in the county if 
more Negroes could register and vote, ,she says: "Well, one thing-they could 
speak up * * * Talk up instead of being afraid. * * * Now listen, please un
derstand, I don't want you to even say I talk with you-we must be careful." 
Negroes in county Z are not simply denied the right to vote; they are also denied 
the right of free speech. 

COUNTYY 

Interviewer in county Y: "Is there any particular reason you haven't tried to 
register here, or have you just not been interested in registering?" 

Respondent: "I wasn't courageous * * *" 
The need for courage is emphasized by others. "* * * down through the years 

in some counties Negroes would register, but not in this county-at least not in 
my lifetime * * * I don't guess anybody wanted to be heroes and they just let 
it be * * *" Asked if she believes she will ever vote in county Y, a teacher 
replies: "I might not. My son might * * * there's not enough people with as 
much nerve as I have that would help me fight to do so. * * *" 

As teachers in county Y explain it, there are many reasons why courage might 
be needed. Most of those interviewed are deeply apprehensive about the possible 
consequences of trying to register. "I have heard talk * * * you might be 
ganged up on * * * if they catch you by yourself they will jump you * * * 
beat you up." "I visited the courthouse when trial was going on. A friend had 
a sawed-off shotgun drawn on him. Some of my coworkers were threatened
they were mistaken for civil rights workers * * *" These are two responses, 
among many similar ones, offered by teachers who explained the difficulties 
Negroes might face if they tried to register in county Y. Physical violence 
seems a clear possibility to many of the teachers. Several, like the one cited 
above, mention specific instances in which violence has occurred. 

Others fear for their jobs. "We have our reasons (for not trying to register) 
* * * We want to keep our jobs. We have to work. All I know how to do is 
teach." One woman, extremely apprehensive about granting the interview, 
hesitates before she answers a question: "John (her husband), do you think I 
should answer. * * * If I answer that, then there'll be something else and still 
I'll be halting on that. I'd better say not interested because see I'm down here 
in this crooked State and those questions might be revealed * * * and then I'd 
be out of a job and you'll be up there in Chicago." Asked if she has ever tried 
to convince others to register and vote, one teacher replies: "Yes. In a case 
like my father-he works out of State and it won't hurt him like it would other 
people." She goes on to explain that: "It's been routine for Negroes not to vote 
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and r,e always felt it was important, but at tlle same time I felt it is right for 
someone else to do these things first * * * People who can't actually be hurt 
financially or lose their jobs because of this sort of thing. I think in our position 
as schoolteachers that would be the first thing to happen." Teachers are not 
the only occupational group vulnerable to economic reprisals. As one respondent 
points out, trying to register might financially injure others as well: "Folks on 
farm· would have to move. Merchants wouldn't giYe them grocery checks. * * *" 

Other fears are more closely connected with the registration process itself. 
\\"hen asked why he had not tried to register, one teacher says: "Fear of denial 
• • * We always know it is not the trenll to vote and when yon do you are liable 
t o be preyed upon. * '' * ,Ve are used as a target. We ha ,e had several men 
who tri ed and were told to go home and when they got ready they would send 
for them.' ' " * * * if a group went down it would be better than one because 
one they will ha,e something against you-get rid of you-just tell you any
thing-like when they get ready for you they will let you know or just tell you 
that there's no other Negroes registered so why tlo you want to * • • well, 
after t hey keep telling you this you sort of get di scournged • '' ''" A few 
ment ioned their nnxiety concerning the practice of publishing prospective voters' 
names in the newspaper: "The local paper carri es a lis t of all pE>ople who rrgis ter 
to , ote. Some people may not like thls and \\·ould know who to pick on. Regis
tering should not be such a rarity that it would make news." 

Other teachers believe that the situation in county Y is changing, but they 
do not know how extensive the change is or will become. They are beset by 
conflicting information and have no way to judge where the truth lies. Speak
ing about what might happen to Negroes who tried to register, one teacher says: 
" I heard • • • they might be ganged up on and be killed, but the Sheriff told 
us different • * *" "Others are registering. Some others * * * but if one 
or two go it might be difficult * * * they might attack you • * * they get pretty 
vicious sometimes * * *" There is equal uncertainty for some in connection 
with their jobs. One woman is unable e,en to guess if her job would be affected 
by 1111 attempt to register: "I don't know. I really don't know, if it'll be affected 
or not * * * I don't have any feeling a·bout it because I don' t know really 
what might happen * * • I haven't heard of any teachers trying to register 
or ,oting so I wouldn't know • • * I can't answer either way * * *" 

A few teachers appear certain that the situation in county Y has already 
undergone a decisive change. One teacher registered in January 1965, and 
reports cordial t reatment. Two others say they were told by their school prin
cipa l at a recent teachers' meeting that he had spoken to the county school board 
and that "if any of us feared trying to register it wouldn't affect our jobs 
because he bas gotten permission * * *" It is not clear from the teachers' 
a ccount whether the principal assured them they would actually be registered, 
or merely made clear that they would not be pm1ished for trying to register. 
SeYeral other teachers said they knew of Negroes who had been registered and 
had not suffered reprisals. Uncertainty a lso surrounds the registration process. 
One teacher states: "Most Negroes feel that the test is hard to pass, but I also 
heard from higher authority that it is not." This teacher, like the others who 
feel the situation may have changed, has not yet himself tried to register. 

The extreme uncertainty of their position pervades the attitudes of most 
teachers in county Y. What is certain for many of them is that discrimination 
by registrars, the loss of jobs, and violence have all occurred. What is not clear 
is whether such things will happen to them personally, and whether the rules 
of the game have changed sufficiently to make this unlikely. The basic insecurity 
of their situation is reflected in the feeling of many that a person should not go 

770-SOii - 65--1,7 
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alone to be registered, but only as a part of a group. Others say that Negro 
school officials should themselves take the lead in attempting to register. Sev• 
eral want to wait until others try it first. One person expresses it this way: 
"• • • somebody has to be a leader. Somebody has to try to do something • • • 
if you don't get at least somebody to try you never will be able to do anything." 
Again, we return to the question of personal courage. One man counts on the 
initiative coming from outside. Asked if he believes he will ever vote in the 
county, he says, "Not unless we get some help • • • outside pressure • • • 
protection • • • If I decide to vote I go down there and they might bomb my 
house. If I registered they might do anything. I don't trust the law officials. 
I trust them about as much as I trust a mad dog." 

If these people are beset with uncertainty about the personal consequences ot 
trying to register , they have little doubt that more Negro registration and more 
Negro voting would bring significant results. "We would have the privilege of
maybe I'll say-getting who we want. I believe in some ways it would make it 
better for us • • * but now • • • in a lot of instances we can be driving along 
and they'll say you're speeding. They'll take you and throw you in jail * • • 
Yes, put a big fine on you, take your driver's license • * • They would be more 
careful who they'd treat like that if we were registered-especially our 
race • • *" "Well, I think Negroes would be respected more • * • A lot of times 
when they find you're not registered • • • they seem to want to cram anything 
down your throat." 

One teacher spells out the fruits of increased political participation in great 
detail: "They would have more voice in speaking for more school facilities. 
Better roads. Better buses, recreational facilities. Better jobs. Things to 
work with-we don't have enough textbooks and we don't have any good 
supplementary material. For an example, when we're teaching English we need 
workbooks, more dictionaries in the library. We need more novels, encyclo• 
pedias • • • Here the Negroes don't have anything to do. They work for white 
people for $15 a week and they have factories, but no colored-all white em• 
ployees. No colored employees in the banks nor in the department stores." 

Basically, what these people seek is a government that is not arbitrary or 
oppressive. They seek a government that is somewhat responsive to their needs: 
For teachers, better equipment for their work; for those who speak, a listener. 

COUNTY X 

The situation in county X is unclear. The interviews present directly con• 
flicting testimony. It is almost as if different groups of teachers were speaking 
of entirely different counties when they describe their experiences in county X. 

Over 40 percent of the teachers are registered voters. Those who have been 
successful in attempting to register report that the experience was not a difficult 
one. A teacher who registered in 1956 says: "People said Negroes couldn't. 
I made up my mind to t ry and I went down and it was like slipping down an 
oyster • • • Nothing was done to try to stop me." A woman who registered 2 
years later offers a similar account: "I was a teacher-my husband a scout• 
master and we thought to do that and to teach scouts to be citizens we needed 
to register and we did. We wanted to feel really like a citizen and human 
being • • • They were very courteous at that time. We didn't have any trouble." 
Another man, who registered in 1964, speaks of how he was treated: "Very kind. 
Considerate. Asked a few questions-why I would like to register. They came 
in and gave the test orally. He talked with me about the test and I had to read 
a passage of the constitution. I explained it and he said it was very satis
factory." 
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But there is another side to the picture. Though the refusal rate in county 
X was not high, one of the three who refused mentioned a fear of physical vio
lence; while another feared losing her job. !Several teachers reported threats 
or actual retaliation against Negroes who had attempted to register. One person 
said anonymous phone calls are sometimes used. Another knew of a lady (the 
mother of a pupil) who had been ·beaten when she tried to register. Some 
respondents believe that being identified with a civil-rights organization can cause 
trouble for a person: "Since COFO came I was down there and they said 
if yon sided with COFO it would be 'difficult' * * * the white .officials and 
townspeople * * * And I didn't try to find out what they meant by 'difficult'."· 
One woman who lives across the street from a house that was bombed says that 
bombings have frightened the entire community. Another teacher wh9 is him
self registered says that others are afraid to try: "Some are hesitant. They 
weren't sure what the consequences would be. Some think of economic reprisals, 
violence or whatever the case might be." Though a few mention a fear for their 
jobs, this is not as prominent a cause of anxiety as in counties Y and Z. Irr 
addition, several teachers argue that their jobs will definitely not be jeopardized 
by trying to register: "Well, at one time I thought if we tried to register we might 
lose our jobs. Now they encourage yon to register * * *" Clearly, some· 
teachers actually have registered and voted and have not lost their jobs. 

A prominent complaint, however, concerns the use of v:otei: registration tests. 
Many teachers believe the tests are not fairly administered. Six teachers have 
failed to qualify and only two of the six found the procedure. a wholely un
objectionable one. •~Sometimes yon don't pass the exam. Several trips are made 
but they never pass and never find out why they fail..'' "They gave me the 
book * * * and I was by myself. I didn't pass but I don't know what I didn't 
answer right." One respondent reported that when Negroes who were registered 
tried to vote, "They said they were having court in the building to keep people 
from voting." 

Voter registration tests do not ·appear to be administered in a uniform fashion. 
Some teachers report having to interpret the constitution while others apparently 
did not have to do so. .Some said they were well treated while others speak of 
rudeness on the part of registrars. It is important to recall that all the teach
ers interviewed were college graduates. If more than one-third (6 of 17) of these 
people who tried to register failed to pass (one failed to qualify due to residence 
requirements}, it seems unlikely that those with lower educational attainments 
have had more success. 

Most teachers interviewed know of some Negroes who are registered. More
over, most say that nothing has happened to those Negroes as a result of register
ing. On the other hand, a substantial number emphasize difficulties in the 
process of becoming regist~red. 

As in the other counties, an overwhelming majority of teachers see increased 
Negro registration as a way of improving the life of Negroes: "If enough 
Negroes were allowed to vote they would put those out of office who are not in 
sympathy with the Negro's rights * * * Most are there to block Negroes." "If 
we were registered, the Negroes as a whole, we would have the rigl!,t to. vote 

l.- for our city council and Statl:l officials. We would have a right to get qualified 
Negroes in those positions also * * *" "We'd have better schools, jobs, and our 
churches wouldn't be in danger * • *" Again, Negro college graduates in 
Mississippi express the most elementary demand-that their views .and needs be 
represented. 

770-805-65--18 
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COUNTY W 

Interviews in county W present a startling contrast to those of the other 
three counties. Not only is the level of political interest high, but political 
participation is high as well. Signs of fear are almost wholely absent. The 
teachers are proud of the political freedom that Negroes have in the county, and 
many express a sharp awareness of the differences between county W and other 
parts of Mississippi.-

Teachers in county W take the right to vote for granted. "As a whole, the 
Negro in county W has no problems. We have and exercise the same privileges 
here as those of the other race. Most of the Negroes are regi.stered * * * The 
only reason one would have, could have for not registering here must be laziness, 
shiftlessness, and lack of responsibility * * *" Speaking of how he was treated 
when he voted, one teacher explains: "Very courteously. If you don't know 
where to go someone directs you and gives you all the assistance he can. If you 
have no transportation they will send for you. There are no stones unturned. 
Everything that could possibly be done to help the voter is done for everyone 
who votes." 

Not all the teachers in county W put the matter so emphatically. One teacher, 
for example, believes that many Negroes are disqualified by unfair registration 
tests. Nonetheless, a large percentage speak of voting a,s a "duty" as well as a 
"right." This attitude, unique among the four counties, is indicative of how 
differently teachers in county W feel about their situation. One respondent 
put it this way: "I feel that it is the duty of any citizen of any community to 
register and vote. It is the responsibility of this citizen to contribute to the 
welfare of his community by helping to make laws. * * *" 

Many teachers in county W take the right to register and vote as such a 
natural fact of life that they misinterpreted the following question: "Do you 
know of any Negroes who have tried to register in this county?" Many answered 
"No" to the question though they themselves were registered. They later ex
plained that they thought "tried" must mean "tried and failed" since in county W 
one didn't have to "try" to register because there wa.s no problem in doing so. 

Though the overwhelming majority of the teachers. in the county seat of W 
are satisfied with their rights as citizens, they are not equally satisfied with the 
results they are getting from the political system. Most, though stressing how 
good the county is, argue that things could be still better. "I think that if we 
had more Negroes, the persons who were running for offices would have more 
respect for the total vote of the Negro. * * * It is always an advantage to have 
a majority of your people voting. * * * For an instance, we had an issue here 
recently where there was an opportunity for a plant to be built and the Negro 
vote was needed. The white people who were pushing this issue came and 
solicited the Negro vote. We were able to sit down at the table with them and 
discuss this. And we could-well, just come right down to 'what's in it for the 
Negro?' * * * we were promised jobs and these were given. That's what I 
mean. * * * You don't get anything for nothing but you can certainly get 
more if you have something to offer. The more Negroes that are ready to vote, 
the most the Negro can demand for his vote. * * *" 

Several people express a desire for a city biracial counciL One woman main
tained, however, that the chief problem for Negroes in county W was their own 
complacency : "I wish there would be some little unpleasantness here sometime:;; 
and maybe that would stir the Negroes up. As it is now, nobody bothers you 
about anything so nobody does anything. * * * The Negro here is-well, just 
complacent really. And we aren't making any progress. We are right now where 
the Negro has been for 20 years or more.'' 
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Unlike their fellow teacher.s in the other three counties, Negro teachers .in 
county W face the normal problems of citizens throughout America-those as
sociated with maximizing their use of the rights of citizenship. Negro teachers 
in the other three counties face the graver problem of winning the basic rights 
of citizenship. 

EXHIBIT 10 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MR. BURKE MARSHALL SUBMITED TO THE 
U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS, JACKSON, MISS., FEBRUARY 18, 1965 

INTRODUCTION 

Mr. Chairman, members of the Commission: I am pleased to be here today, 
at your request, to discuss the experience of the Department of· Justice in enforc
ing the Federal voting statutes and dealing with certain other problems in the 
State of Mississippi. From February of 1961 until January of 1965, I was 
Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, U.S. Depart
ment of Justice. While I am now engaged in the private parctice of law in 
Washington, D.C., and no longer associated with the Department of Justice, 
what I have to say will coincide, I think, with the present views of the Depart
ment. 

I have a prepared statement to read, after which I will be happy to answer 
any questions. 

The principal Federal constitutional provision dealing with voting is the 15th 
amendment. Adopted in 1870, it forbids the States or the United States to deny 
or abridge the right to vote in any election, State or Federal, on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. Additional Federal power to legislate 
in this field is derived from the 14th amendment. Article I, sections 2 and 4, 
as supplemented by the 17th amendment, also are a source of Federal power to 
regulate Federal elections. 

Shortly after the ratification of the 15th amendment, Congress adopted legis
lation to permit private litigants to bring suit to -protect the right to vote. During 
the same period criminal statutes punishing denials of the right to vote were 
enacted, but no civil enforcement power was given to the Department of Justice 
at that time. 

It was no secret to anyone that these statutory remedies were hopelessly inad
equate and that there were no attempts made to enforce those laws which were 
available. Negro disfranchisement was widespread. In many States, Negroes 
were not permitted to register to vote .and those already registered were purged 
from the rolls-without significant protest from any quarter. This failure to 
make good on the promise of the 15th amendment cannot be laid on the doorstep 
of any one State or any one region. It was part of the larger historical pattern. 
which saw our people at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century 
preoccupied with pursuits other than the meaningful grant of full citizenship to 
the former slaves. Thus, the practices which disfranchised Negroes flourished 
unchallenged for three generations. 

A serious, sustained, and broad effort to deal with this problem began only 
about 8 years ago. For it was not until 195-7 that public acquiescence in the 
outrageous treatment of Negro citizens .in their attempts to become participants 
in the electoral process was abated sufficiently to permit the enactment by the 
Congress of meaningful legislation to protect the rights of Negro citizens to vote. 

In the Civil Rights Act of 1957, Congress empowered the Attorney General of 
the United States to institute suits to protect the right to vote from deprivations 
because of race or color. (42 U.S.C. 1971 (a), (c).. ) At the same time, the act 
also prohibited threats and intimidations for the purpose of interfering with the 
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right to vote in Federal elections and it gave the .Attorney Gener.al authority to 
bring suits to protect against such interference. (42 U.S.C. 1971 (b), (c).) 

.A number of lawsuits were brought between 1957 and 1960 under the authority 
of the new act, none of them in Mississippi. The experience with these lawsuits 
quickly pointed to the need for further voting legislation. It became apparent at 
once that voting discrimination suits could not adequately be prepared without 
full access to the relevant registratlon papers and documents and that, even 
where a suit was brought to a successful conclusion, the scope of the relief had 
to be wider than what was being afforded by the courts at that time. In 1960, 
Congress set out to remedy these defects. The Civil Rights .Act of that year 
granted to the .Attorney General full powers of inspection of documents in the 
custody of local voting registrars: It further provided that where a pattern or 
practice of discrimination was found a new and more comprehensive procedure 
for the registration of Negroes was to be employed. This new procedure permits 
any Negro in the affected area whose application has been rejected by local 
officials to apply directly to the Federal court or a Federal voting referee for an 
order certifying him to vote. The orders of the court so obtained are binding 
upon State voting officials with resp~ct to both State and Federal elections. 

The Department of Justice brought 40 discrimination suits between the date 
of enactment of the 1960 act and the enactment of the Civil Rights .Act of 1964. 
Of these 40 lawsuits, 16 were in Mississippi. In addition, 7 voting discrimination 
suits have been brought in Mississippi since the passage of the 1964 act so that 
up to date we have a total of 23 such lawsuits brought since July 1961. 

I should like to describe these Mississippi lawsuits in some detail, but before 
I do it might be helpful if I related briefly what Mississippi law requires in the 
way of registration for voting, and what the statistics show concerning registra
tion for voting in this State. 

In Mississippi registration is a prerequisite to voting in any election; State 
or Federal. The registration laws ar_e administered in each county by a regis
trar, who is the circuit court clerk, an elected official. Since the recent adop
tion of the Federal Poll Tax amendment (the 24th amendment) the payment 
of poll taxes is a prerequisite to voting only in elections for State offices. Pay
ment of the tax is not a prerequisite to registration. The county sheriff, as tax 
collector, is responsible fqr collection of the poll tax. 

The basic qualifications for registration in Mississippi are citizenship, resi
dence in the State for 2 years and in the election district in the county for 1 
year. The prospectve voter must also be at least 21 years of age, not insane 
and he must not have been convicted of any disqualifying crime. 

In addition to these basic qualifications the Mississippi constitution and laws 
impose the requirements that an applicant must be able to read and write any 
section of the State constitution and give a "reasonable interpretation" thereof 
to the satisfaction of the registrar; he must demonstrate a "reasonable under
standing'' of the duties and obligations of citizenship under a constitutional 
form of government. 

These requirements became effective in March 1955. .All persons registered 
prior to January 1, 1954, were exempted by law from having their qualifica
tions to vote determined under these added requirements. 

In 1960, the requirement of "good moral character" as a prerequisite to vot
ing was added to the Mississippi constitution. 

In 1962 several new statutes, including one implementing the good-moral
character requirement, were adopted. These laws (1) require that all blanks 
on the ·application form be completed "properly and responsively" by the ap
plicant without assistance; (2) prevent a registrar from advising a rejected 
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applicant of the reason for his rejection, because that would constitute as
sistance; ( 3) provide for publication of names of applicants for registration 
in the local newspaper and require applicants to wait for an extended period 
of time after publication before the applicant can determine (usually about a 
month) whether he has been registered or denied registration; (4) permit any 
qualified elector to challenge the qualifications, including moral character, of any 
applicant whose name is published. Finally, a 1960 law permits registrars to 
destroy application forms. 

What are the dimensions .of the problem? The statistics provide some answers. 
The most complete statistics. for Negro registration are for January 1955, 

immediately prior to the adoption of the constitutional interpretation test as 
a prerequisite for voting. A.s of 1955, of 495,183 Negroes of voting age, 21,502 
were registered. That represents 4.3 percent of the :Potential. The approxi
mate figures for white registration as of that time are as follows: 710,639 w~ite 
:Persons of voting age, at least 423,456 were registered, rel)resenting 59.6 :Percent 
of the potential. 

A.s of June 1, 1962, we have accurate. statistics on 34 of the 82 Mississippi 
counties. The statistics in these 34 counties show 295,648 white :Persons of voting 
age and 231,666, or 78 percent registered. A.s of the same date, of 230,770 Negroes 
of voting age, 10,445, or 4.5 percent were registered. 

A.s of the approximate date January 1, 1964, we have compiled accurate figures 
for 29 of the 82 counties. These figures show of 282,580 white persons of voting 
age, 227,504, or 80.5 percent, were registered; of 201,849 Negroes of voting age, 
12,975, or 6.4 percent, were registered. 

I have appended to this statement, as appendix 1 and 2, the statistics of 
each of the 34 counties in June 1962, and the statistics in 29 counties as of Janu
ary 1, 1964. Let me simply add on that point that while our figures are gen
erally accurate, in some instances they represent educated estimates based upon 
counts from the registration and poll. books and the voting :figures at a particular 
election. 

I now turn to the Department's voting litigation in :Mississippi. The :first 
suit was filed in July of 1961. Since that time, 23 discrimination actions have 
been filed under section 1971(a). Twenty-two .of these cases name as de
fendants individual State officials and they essentially question the improper 
administration of State laws by these officials. They do not directly attack 
the validity of the laws themselves. 

In the case of United, States v. Mississippi, the Department has undertaken 
a different and more fundamental approach. The complaint, :filed on August 28, 
1962, named as defendants the State of Mississippi, the three members of its 
Board of El.ection Commissioners, and six county registrars. The complaint 
challenged as uncpnstitutional and in conflict. with paramount Federal law 
most of the bundle of :Mississippi voting laws I have already described. 

The gravamen of the complaint is that the Mississippi constitutional and 
statutory provisions are themselves "engines of discrimination," as the Solici
tor General :PUt it to the S1wreme Court. We contended that these laws are 
designed to facilitate and abet racial discrimination, that this has been their 
effect, and that the history of their administration demonstrates conclusively 
that ·racial discrimination is the only· true purpose they serve. We also chal
lenged the various tests on "freezing grounds," and we urged their invalidity 
on the further ground that the State's educational system so discriminated 
against Negroes that, in fairness, complicated literacy tests could not be required. 

The relief sought in UnitecZ States v. Mississippi is nothing less than the sub-
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stantlal elimination of all the varied literacy requirements and an order re
quiring the registration of any Negro applicant who meets the age and resi
dence requirements, is able to read, is sane, and has not been convicted of a 
disqualifying crime. 

By a divided vote, the three-judged district court dismissed the complaint, hold
ing that it failed to state a claim upon which relief could be granted. This de
cision, incidentally, appears to be in conflict with the judgment in a similar 
case brought against the State of Louisiana in which another three-judge court 
held invalid the Louisiana interpretation test and granted freezing relief in 21 
parishes against the use of a new so-called "citizenship" test. Both cases have 
been appealed to the Supreme Court and that Court heard arguments on the 
appeals in January. 

Let me turn now to the individual discrimination suits. 
The Department has obtained effective final decrees against registrars in. two 

counties, Panola and Tallahatchie, and the court of appeals recently directed 
the entry of ·an effective decree in Walthall County. A satisfactory order was 
also entered against the sheriff of Tallahatchie County in another 1971 (a) case, 
restraining him from discriminatory manipulation of the poll tax requirement. 

Cases from three other counties-Holmes, George, and Clark-are pending 
on appeal, Clarke for the second time, after refusal of relief in whole or in part 
by the district court. 

In the Forrest County case, which is proceeding simultaneously in the distri~t 
court and ,the court of appeals, interlocutory relief has been granted by the 
appellate court .and the district court has entered a decree, granting partial 
relief, to take effect after disposition of the court of appeals proceedings. 

In three counties, Madison, Sunflower, and Jefferson Davis, cases have been 
tried and are awaiting decision, and a trial is currently underway in ,a second 
Holmes County case. 

In Marshall and Benton Counties offers of judgment have been made and the 
supervisors have ordered a complete reregistration of all persons. Negotiations 
are proceeding with respect ,to the terms and conditions of the registration, 
particularly as concerns the rights of Negroes residing in the counties prior to 
1954 who were never registered, and the problem of unequal educational 
opportunities. 

In eight counties-Marion, Issaquena, Chickasaw, Jasper, Oktibbeha, Lauder
dale, Copiah, and Hinds-the Department has filed nine lawsuits (two in Chicka
saw), which have not yet come to trial, but preliminary relief adding Negroes 
to the registration rolls and opening the books for registration has been granted 
in Lauderdale and Hinds. Similar relief was also granted pending the decision 
on the merits in Sunflower and Madison Counties. No 1971(a) case in Missis
sippi ·has -been :finally decided adversely to the Government . 

A mere sterile recital of the number of lawsuits brought cannot :Provide an 
accurate measure of the work and effort that went into -this litigation. 

At the time when most of these lawsuits were brought the Department of 
Justice had less than 2 dozen lawyers exclusively engaged in the voting litigation. 
Yet, in the Hinds County case, for example, departmental attorneys with clerical 
assistance had to analyze some 14,000 application forms and control cards based 
on these forms to prove that there was in fact discrimination in the selection of 
test questions and in their grading. This is just one of the steps necessary to 
prepare a 1971(a) case. Besides this, registration books must be counted, 
registered voters and rejected applicants identified by race, and most difficult 
of all, perhaps, assistance given to white applicants ibut not 1:o Negro applicants 
must be proved. These problems require the Department attorneys to analyze 
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large numbers of records and interview sometimes hundreds of witnesses to 
establish a case . 

For example, in connection with the preparation of the Forrest County case, 
two attorneys were in Hattiesburg for almost 3 weeks sifting through news
papers, graduation yearbooks, city directories, and other documents, in order 
to identify and locate white persons who were placed on the rolls by the incum
bent registrar. Thereafter, other attorneys, again with the help of clerical 
employees, ·analyze application forms, control cards and other records during a 
16-week period. The interviewing of prospective witnesses took four attorneys 
well over 2 weeks, and as many as five attorneys at a time were engaged for a 
period of over 1 month in preparing proposed findings of fact and conclusions 
of law. 

In short, not even counting the trial, the preparation of voting discrimination 
cases is a time-consuming, complex ,task. It is due to the dedication of the 
personnel in the Civil Rights Division and their willingness to work countless 
hours of overtime that it was possible :to make significant progress. 

The experience with the discrimination cases revealed both the effectiveness 
of the legislation and its shortcomings. The .effectiveness was shown most 
dramatically in the Panola County case. Panola is a rural county in the northern 
part of the State. Prior to our lawsuit there, one Negro was registered to vote . 
.After the district court entered an effective decree-following the instructions 
from the court of appeals-approximately 1,000 Negroes registered to vote, or 
about 15 percent of all those eligible. It is my expectation that, as additional 
lawsuits are decided, similar results may be achieved in other counties. 

What abop.t the shortcomings? The major problems were those of delay, on 
the one hand, and the manipulation of literacy tests, and effective relief against 
such manipulation, on the other. Let me explain. 

Litigation takes time. 'There is the time provided for in the rules; there is 
the time required to reach the head of ,the calendar ; there is the time required 
for decision; there is the time needed for the appellate process. In part, delays 
are inherent in the litigation system. Beyond that, however, in the first 2 years 
of our litigation in Mississippi, the time consumed in the preliminary stages prior 
to trial was far too long. 

The Department has compiled some approximate statistics on the length of 
time necessary to litigate voting suits. Please bear in mind that rough judg
ments had to be made in some instances as to how much time could fairly be 
counted with respect to some of the cases. 

Prior to 1964, the average elapsed time from the filing of a complaint until the 
filing of the defendant's answer was about 6% months. 

The average elapsed time from filing of ·an answer until the beginning of trial 
was 9 months. 

The average elapsed time from the end of trial until entry of judgment was 
4.10months. 

Lu)llping these figures, the average elapsed time from filing of a complaint 
until beginning of trial was 16.33 months. The actual elapsed time exceeded 
the average in 9 of the 15 cases included in this calculation. And the average 
elapsed time from filing of a complaint until entry of judgment was 17.8 months. 

The average time required to complete the appeal from an unsatisfactory 
judgment in 1971(a) cases has been about 1 year. 

As for the manipulation of literacy tests, it has been the favored device of 
those who discriminate. Negroes are required to furnish precise answers to 
complex or vague questions and they are tested by a most exacting standard. 
Whites, on the other hand, are either not tested at all or are given assistance as 
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needed. The result is the great imbalance in registration :figures. Litigation 
also may prompt the registrar to apply the strict requirements of Mississippi 
law to all applicants, white and Negro, or to slow down the pace -Of re~stration. 
Since practically all whites in the county are already registered, such methods 
hurt only the Negroes. 

These various problems were •brought to the attention of the Congress and 
Title I of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was the result. That act not only provides 
for the expedition of voting rights lawsuits, but it also specifically outlaws the 
permanent "freezing" of the results of previous discrimination, that is, the 
tightening of the registration standards (after a period when they were not 
or hardly at all applied to whites) so as to make them apply theoretically to 
all but as a practical matter only to the unregistered Negroes. The act also 
provides for a presumption of literacy in the case of persons who have completed 
the sixth grade. 

Partly as a result of the passage of the act, and partly as a result of success
ful litigation apart from the act, satisfying progress has been made with 
respect to the several problems I have outlined. 

Since July 2, 1964, the Department has filed seven more 1971(a) suits. The 
:figures for these new cases show that the average elapsed time from complaint 
to answer was less than 1 month. One case has already gone to trial and in 
two others offers of consent judgments were made by the defendants within 3 
and 4 months, respectively, after filing of the complaint. 

It is evident that the time required to litigate 1971 (a) cases is being sharply 
reduced. As I indicated, this is the result not only of passage of the 1964 
statute but also of resolution of a variety of procedural problems which must 
inevitably emerge in the initial phases of enforcement of a new regulatory 
statute. The expediting provisions of the 1964 act promise to accelerate further 
the pace of litigation. Indeed, in one case, involving Holmes County, where the 
complaint was filed at the end of July, our discovery motion was granted within 
a month, the' defendants answered, and a trial date was set for early November. 
The trial began on schedule, but was continued to this month, when it should be 
completed. 

The Department also has been successful in securing in some of the cases an 
effective decree against the manipulation of literacy tests and slowdowns in 
administering these tests. Such a decree is one that directs a registration 
speedup if necessary; that invokes a freeze, so that Negroes of elementary liter
acy, who meet the basic qualification of State law (age, residence, lack of con
viction of a disqualifying crime, insanity) may be registered at least for a 
period long enough to give all of the present adults in the county a fair oppor
tunity to present themselves for registration; and that requires detailed monthly 
reporting by the registrar to the Federal court and to the Department of Justice. 
This kind of relief has been granted in Panol~, Tallahatchie, and Walthall 
Counties. It may be expected in other cases as well, now that the court of appeals 
has laid down standards. 

I should like to.discuss now, more briefly, the problems of voting intimidation 
and racial violence. The Civil Rights Act of 1957 for the :first time gave the 
Department of Justice authority to bring injunctive action against intimidation 
for the purpose of interfering with the right to vote in Federal elections. This 
statute is codified in title 42, section 197l(b). Se:ven suits have been filed in 
Mississippi under the authority of that statute, with mixed .success. 

The :first suit was brought in Walthall County, where, on appeal, a temporary 
injunction was obtained against a trumped-up prosecution of a voting registra
tion worker. The case was ultimately settled after the State -agreed to dismiss 
the criminal charges against the voting worker. 
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In Leflore County settlement was obtained in another suit to enjoin intimida
tion of voting registration workers ·by arrests and prosecutions. .A second 
1971 (b) ens~, also involving intimidatory arrests and prosecutions, is still pend
ing. The Department unsuccessfully sought interlocutory relief from the court 
of appeals in this action. 

In Clarke County the Department obtained a decree prohibiting a State court 
perjury prosecution of Negro witnesses who had testified in Federal court in a 
1971 (a) ·case. 

In Holmes County the Department sought injunctive re~ief against criminal 
prosecutions brought and judgments obtained against voter-registration workers. 
Relief was denied in the district court, but the case was appealed to the court of 
appeals which recently heard oral argument. 

In Greene County the district court denied the Department's request to restore 
to her job ·a schoolteacher discharged because, it was alleged, she testified for 
the Government in a voting discrimination case. Similarly, in Rankin County, 
injunctive relief was refused against a sheriff who, with his deputy, assaulted 
Negroes who were filling out application forms in the registrar's office. In 
both cases the legal issue was whether the acts done were for the purpose of 
interfering with the right to vote, and in each instance the Department was 
unable to overcome on appeal lower-court findings of fact that the acts in question 
had not been done for that purpose. Hence, these two judgments denying relief 
were affirmed. 

As this summary indicates, the principal problem under the intimidation 
statute is that, as presently interpreted, it requires the Government to prove .an 
intimidation or a threat which is undertaken for the purpose of interfering with 
the right to vote. This burden is a very difficult one to sustain. The problem 
might be resolved by a sufficiently broad judicial construction of the purpose 
requirement. Cases now pending may provide an opportunity to establish an 
interpretation of the law which would more effectively serve the end of guaran
teeing that those who seek to vote need not fear retaliation. 

Related to the problem of intimidation is that of racial violence. As I indi
cated earlier, the only relevant civil-litigation authority of the Department of 
Justice lies in the field of voting. That does not mean, however, that nothing 
has been done. Activities aimed at neutralizing the violent efforts of the Ku 
Klux Klan are proceeding constantly. The staff of the FBI has been greatly 
augmented in Mississippi and a new field office has been opened in Jackson. 
Investigations have been and will continue to be conducted into reported cases 
of interference with Federal rights. 

The truth of the matter, however, is that there is no acceptable Federal solu
tion to this law enforcement problem. We have no Federal police force em
powered or equipped to provide protection or to maintain law and order on a 
generalized basis. And I do not believe that the situation, deplora-ble as it may 
be in many parts, warrants the departure from the historic pattern of limited 
Federal power that would be implied by the creation of a Federal force having 
as its purpose the maintenance of internal law and order. 

There are inherent difficulties,• too, when the problem is what to do about ex
cesses by local law-enforcement officers. An injunction is simply not a very 
useful instrument for the control of the discretion necessarily vested in such 
officers. Courts are reluctant to issue orders binding the hands of local, elected, 
enforcement officials, and will do so only where no other effective means dealing 
with the violation are available. 

In sum, some strides have been made in eradicating voting discrimination in 
Mississippi. But Mississippi cannot be viewed in isolation. The real, concen-
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trated effort by Federal authorities in this State was begun only relatively 
recently. Progress has been made and far greater progress may confidently be 
anticipated. In other .States, where similar efforts were begun sooner, tangible 
results are already more visibJe. 

The 1964 status report, which I am submitting to the committee with my 
testimony, reports in detail what has been accomplished in the litigation in all 
of the States in which suits ha:ve been brought. 

Let me make it clear that I do not represent that an effective decree is the 
ll!bsolute .solution. There are certain problems litigation cannot cure. Among 
these inherent difficulties is the inferior economic status of Mississippi Negroes 
and the level of literacy of many of them. The economic and social problems 
involved have very deep roots and will remain even after the voting problem is 
solved. They cannot be met by court action, and I have not attempted to deal 
with them. As concerns low-literacy levels as they affect voting and voting 
rights, "freezing" decrees will provide some correction, because they will per
mit the registration of Negroes of a level of literacy comparable to that of reg
istered whites. But even this is obviously not a complete answer. 

In short, the purposes of the Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964 were 
good. Some of their aims have been achieved and this progress has recently been 
accelerated. Yet delays and abuses of discretion continue to exist. Because 
time is of the essence, President Johnson and his administration are devoting 
intensive attention to additional voting legislation. Participation in elections is, 
after all, basic to American democracy, and it is important, therefore, that the 
right to vote ·be guaranteed. 
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.APPENDIX I 

Registration, statistics by county for June 1, 1962 (34 of 82 counties) 

County Wbltes 
over 21 

Wbltes 
registered 

Percent Negroes 
over 21 

Negroes
registered 

Percent 

. 
1. .A.mite......................... 4,449 3,632 80.0 3,560 1 0.028 
2. Benton 1...................... 2,514 1,867 74.2 1,419 30 .21 
3. Claiborne..................... 1,688 1,440 85.3 3,969 15 .37 
4. Clarke........................ 6,072 5,000 83 2,998 1 .03 
5. Coahoma..................... 8,708 6,380 73 14,004 1,061 7.6 
6. Copiah_...................... 8,163 7,633 92.0 6,407 25 .39 
7. Covington 1................... 5,329 4,773 89.5 7,032 202 3.5 
8. 'De ·soto 1..................... 5,338 3,877 72.6 6,246 11 .18 
9. Forrest 1...................... 22,431 10,903 48.6 7,495 22 .3 

10. Franklin...................... 3,403 3,731 100 1,842 236 12.8 
11. George 1......................• 5,276 3,752 71.1 580 10 L7 
12. Greene 1....................... 3,518 3,543 100 859 43 5 
13. Grenada 1..................... 5,792 3,884 67 4,323 135 3.1 
14. Hinds......................... 67,836 56,363 80 36,138 4,756 13.2 
15. Holmes 1...................... 4,773 3,731 77.9 8,757 8 .09 
16. Jefferson Davis 1.............. 3,629 3,229 88.9 3,222 76 2.3 
17. Kemper 1..................... 3,113 2,769 88.9 3,221 80 0.9 
18. Lamar 1....................... 6,489 5,042 91 1,071 0 0 
19. Leake 1 ...•.................... 6,754 3,796 56.2 3,397 116 3.4 
20. Leflore........................ 10,274 7,168 70 13,657 268 2 
21. Lowndes...................... 16,460 8,312 50.5 8,362 95 1.1 
22. Madison...................... 5,622 5,458 97 10,366 121 1.1 
23. Marion....................... 8,997 9,540 100 3,630 363 10 
24. Marshall...................... 4,342 4,162 96 7,168 57 .8 
25. Newton....................... 8,014 5,700 71 3,018 104 2..8 
26. Panola........................ 7,639 5,309 69 7,250 2 .028 
27. Quitman...................... 4,176 2,991 71.6 5,673 436 6.6 
28. Rankin....................... 13,246 12,000 90 6,944 94 1.35 
29. Tallahatchie 1................. 5,099 4,208 82.5 6,483 6 .07 
30. Tunica........................ 2,011 1,436 71 5,822 42 .72 
31. Walthall...................... 4,736 4,219 89 2,490 2 .08 
32. W nshlngton ................... 19,837 10,838 54.5 20,619 1,762 8.6 
33. Wilkinson..................... 2,340 2,438 100 4,120 60 1.5 
34. Yazoo -------------- 7,598 7,130 93.0 8,719 256 2.9 

1 Wblte registration figures for these '13 counties were arrived at by taking the total vote cast in 
the 1963 printary in that county and subtracting the number of registered Negroes. The number of regis
tered Negroes was arrived at by count from the registration or poll books. All the registration figures for 
the remaining 21 counties were arrived at by count either from the registration books or the poll books. 
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ill'ENDIX 2 

Registration statistics by county for January 1, 1964 1 (29 of 82 counties) 
. 

White White Negro Negro 
County persons persons Percent persons persons Percent 

over21 registered over 21 _registered 

1. Benton__________ - 2,514 2,226 92.0 1,419 55 3.0 
2. Chickasaw ------3: Claiborne_____________________ 
4. Clarke________________________ 

6,388 
1,688 
6,072 

4,548 
1,528 
4,829 

72 
90.5 
80 

3,054 
3,969 
3,998 

1 
26 
64 

.003 
•. 65 

2.2 
5. Cop!•,. --------- 8,153 7,533 92.3 6,407 25 .39 
6. Jforrest ------ 22,431 13,253 59 7,494 236 3.1 
7. Georg0 ----------8. Hinds_________________________ 
9. Holmes_______________________ 

10. Humphreys__________________ 
11. Issaquena_____________________ 
12. Jasper________________________ 

5,276 
67,836 
4,773 
3,344 

640 
5,327 

4,200 
62,410 
4,800 
2,538 

640 
14,500 

79 
92.1 

100 
68.3 

lOo+ 
82.2 

680 
36,138 
8,757 
5,561 
1,081 
3,675 

14 
5,616 

20 
0 
5 

10 

2.4 
15.5 

.23 
0 
.46 
.23 

13. Jefferson Davis.______________ 
14. Lamar________________________ 

3,629 
6,489 

3,236 
5,752 

89 
88.6 

3,222 
1,071 

126 
0 

3.9 
0 

15. Lauderdale___________________ 
16. Leake________________________ 
17. Leflore.._______________________ 

18. Lowndes._____________________ 
19. Madison______________________ 
20. Marlon_______________________ 
21. Marshall._____________________ 
22. Oktibbeha____________________ 

27,866 
6,754 

10,274 
16,460 
5,622 
8,997 
4.342 
8,423 

218,000 
26,000 

7,348 
8,687 
6,256 

10,123 
4,229 
4,413 

64.7 
88.8 
71.5 
52.7 

lOo+ 
rno+ 
97.3 
52.3 

11,924 
3,397 

13,567 
8,362 

10,366 
3,630 
7,168 
4,952 

21,700 
220 
281 
99 

218 
383 
177 
128 

14.3 
6.4 
1:6 
1.1 
2 

11 
2.5 
2.5 

23. Panola..-----------------------
24. Scott_________________________ 
25. Sunflower____________________ 
26. Tallahatchie__________________ 
27. Tunica_______________________ 
28. Walthall______________________ 
29. Warren_______________________ 

7,639 
7,742 
8,785 
5,009 
2,011 
4,536' 

13,530 

5,922 
25,400 

7,082 
4,464 
1,407 
4,536 

11,654 

77 
69.7 
80.1 
87.5 
69.9 

100+ 
86.1 

7,250 
3,752 

13,524. 
6,483 
1,407 
2,499 

10,726 

878 
16 

185 
17 
38 
4 

2,433 

12 
.42 

1.4 
26 

.6 

.124 
22.6 

1 Tile date ls approximated, median date fo~ tabulations covering both 1963 and 1964. All registration 
figures for these 29 counties were arrived at by count or the registration or poll books. The figures for white 
registration are subject to some Inflation due to the fact that not all registrars have systematically purged 
!or deaths and transfers. The figures !or Negro registration ere as accurate as possible from counts and 
cross-checks of the registration and poll books. 

2Est!mate. 

Supplements to Testimony of Aaron E. Henry 
LIST OF INCIDENTS 

The white community responded to the 1964 voter registration campaign in the 
following actions: 

In McComb, Miss., on the night of January 16, 1964, armed nightriders shot 
into the homes of six Negro families, wounding a young Negro boy. (Atlanta 
Daily World, Jan.16, 1964.) 

In Clarksdale, Miss., Negroes reported to courthouse daily, January 13 through 
January 17, 1964. Total Negroes involved, 136. None permitted to take voter 
registration test. Reason given, court was in session and registrar was busy in 
courtroom. It is believed that white people were allowed to register during this 
period while Negroes were not permitted to take the test. 

On January 31, 1964, Louis Allen of Amite Connty was killed with two shotgun 
blasts. Allen had been a witness to the 1961 slaying of Hurbert Lee, active in 
voter registration, by E. H. Hurst, then a State legislator (ruled justifiable 
homicide). 
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In Vicksburg, Miss., on February 2, 1964, seven crosses burned, in various Vicks
burg locations in what was termed "evictence of the empire of the Ku Klux Klan 
in Mississippi." 

In Jackson, Miss., ]i'eb:r;uary 15, 196411 two voter registration workers, Arthur 
Harris and Will (}alloway were beaten by police. 

In Neshoba County, on April 7, 1964, 12 crosses were burned throughout 
Neshoba County,. One at the courthouse near the voter registration: office. Three 
crosses were burned in the Negro section of Philadelphia, Miss. 

In 64 counties on April 26, 1964, crosses blazed across the State of Mississippi. 
Crosses were burned in most communities where voter0registration campaigns 
were being carried on. 

On May 22, 1964, in Longdale community of Neshoba the Mount Zion Meth
odist Church was bur11:ed after a voter-registration clinic had been conducted in 
the church. Armed w:hite men, some masked, some in law enforcement uniforms 
had allegedly earlier ,surroundea. church and brutally beaten three Negroes who 
were attending a church meeting. 

In: Natchez, Miss., on May 30, Clifford Walker, a Negro was found dead with 
half of his face torn away by a shotgun blast. 

On May 30, 1964, the New York Times, reported a cross had been burned in 
the yard of NAACP Pike County president, Curtis C. Bryant. He also received 
a note telling him to get out of town; a bomb was tossed through his barbershop 
window the next night. 

On April 31, 1964, ;in .Canton, ,Miss., a Negro man was, taken to the hospital 
after alleged, beating by 8 policemen during arrest of 55 persons in voter rally 
outside a Negro Church. 

On .June 12, 1964, in Canton, Miss., bombs shattered windows of a church 
used for civil rights meetings and voter-registration clinics. 

On June' 22, Philadelphia, Miss., James E. Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and 
Michael .Scherner were reported 'inissing. The trio had driven from Meridian 
to investigate a church burning in Langsdale community. Church had been 
used for voter-registration activity. The trio were never seen again, alive. 
Later found murdered. 

On June 24, voter-registration workers who are white are informed by public 
officials of Hollandale that they cannot stay in Negro section of town and work 
to register, Negro voters. On same day in Drew, Miss., 30 voter-registration 
workers encountered open hostility from whites. Weapons exhibited by whites 
toward voter-registration workers. 

On June 25 in Itta Bena, Miss., two' voter-registration workers taken to a 
gas station by ,four white men and told, "If you SPeak in town tonight, you'll 
never leave h.ere~" 

On June 26 in Columbus, Miss., seven voter-registration workers arrested for 
distributing literature without a permit, Bond set at $400 each. 

On June 27, in Ruleville, Miss., several whites attempted to fire-bomb a 
church. They drove through the Negro section of Ruleville throwing bottles. 
Some of the whites were armed. The same group are suspected of interfering 
with voter-registration activities in Drew, Mis·s., on the same day. 

On July 2, 1964, two voter-registration workers were followed and questioned 
by men describing, themselves as State officials. 

On July 8, 1964, Ruleville, Miss., voter-registration worker ejected from county 
circnit clerk's office for accompanying local woman to attempt to register to 
vote. 

On July 8,, in Moss Point, Miss., a ·sliot from a pa:ssing car went through a 
church window and wounded in the chest a 19-year-old, Negro girl standing to 
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sing at a rally of 300. Negroes persued automobile·suspected of firing the shot. 
Occupants of the car of Negroes were promptly arrested for reckless driving 
and possession of firearms. 

On July 13 through July 17, circuit clerk at Coahoma County courtliouse 
closed down and refused to permit Negroes to attempt to register. Reason given, 
court in session. 

On July 15, in Drew, Miss., 25 arrested for willfully and unlawfully using 
sidewalks and the streets during voter-registration rally. 

On July 16, 1964, 111 arrested in front of courthouse in Greenwood, Miss., as 
they came to try to register to vote. 

On July 18, in Lauderdale, Miss., two voter-registration workers arrested for 
willful trespassing, while discussing voter registration on front porch of two 
Negro women; no complaint made by women. 

On July 19, in Columbus, Miss., two voter-registration workers detained in 
jail in Aberdeen for 4 hours after being picked up as suspicious strangers and 
refusing to be driven out of town and left on highway by police. 

On July 19, in Biloxi, Miss., a voter-registration worker was chased and 
threatened by two white men in a pickup truck. 

On July 22, 1964, in Greenville, Miss., a local Negro was arrested while passing 
out voter-regislration leaflets. He was questioned about his civil rights ac
tivity. He was subsequently charged with forgery. The forgery charge to 
this date has not been pushed. 

On July 23, in Durant, Miss., voter-registration workers were assailed while 
canvassing for voter registration. .Two white men approached them and asked 
what it would take to get them out of town. The voter-registration workers 
replied that they were not .ready to leave town. They were struck several times 
by the men. 

On July 24, in Holly Springs, Miss., a voter-registration worker was arrested 
for disturbing the public peace. Held on $500 bond. Voter-registration worker 
was assisting in getting some 55 Negroes to the courthouse to try to register to 
vote. Police insisted that the 55 potential registrants walk to the courthouse 
steps one by one, 8 feet apart and have a police escort from steps to registrar's 
office. Approximately 60 helmeted highway patrolmen and 35 helmeted local 
police were stationed at courthouse. 

August 4, Moss Point, Miss., .approximately 62 potential voters arrested dur
ing voter-registration rally held on a vacant lot. The orderly meeting had been 
in process for 15 minutes when an assistant deputy sheriff gave the group 5 
minutes to disperse, then 15 minutes later a prison bus drove up; Ten police 
cars and two motorcycles, total of 40 officers accumulatetl. All at meeting were 
put in bus and taken "to jail. They were held for breach of the peace on $300 
cash or $600 property bond, each. 

On August 4, in Cleveland, Miss., 13 persons arrested for handing out voter
registration literature. 

On August 7, in Jackson, Mary Zeno and Rommie Drain, chased by white men 
with pistol as they canvassed for voter registration. 

On August 8, 1964, Tallahatchie County, four members of a local family, the 
first Negro family to attempt to register to v.ote from this county in several 
decades, have been steadily harassed since they attempted to register. On the 
night of August 7, two truckloads of whites with guns drove by shouting obsceni
ties and threats. They have been back several times and the family is now 
afraid to go to work in the fields. 

On August 11, 1964, in Aberdeen, Miss., Joel Bernard was attacked by a 
local white man while canvassing for voter registration. 
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On August 11, 1964, in Anguilla, Miss., Louis Grant and Bob Wright arrested 
by local officials for handing out voter-registration literature. 

August 11, 1964, 24 Negro citizens in Charleston, Miss., attempted to register 
at Tallahatchie County courthouse. Approximately 100 armed whites gathered. 
Cars and trucks with guns prominently displayed were double and triple parked 
in front of courthouse. 

August 14, Columbus, Miss., John Luther Bell was jailed in West Point, 
Miss., on charges of disturbing the peace. He was arrested while canvassing 
for potential Negro registrants. 

August 15, Jackson, Miss., voter-registration worker beaten outside COFO 
office with baseball bat by carload of whites. 

August 15, Meridian, Miss., voter-registration workers Sam Brown, David 
Mcclinton and Preston Ponder fired upon while driving down Highway 11. 

August 21, Belzoni, Miss., police cars follow voter-registration workers con
tinuously, surrounding them at every house at which they stopped. Four to five 
carloads of white citizens also follow. Police chief ordered workers out of 
town. 

Tupelo, Miss., August 23, 1964, voter-registration headquarters set afire. 
City investigators said there was evidence of arson. 

Holly Springs, Miss., August 24, 1964, Mr. J. T. Dean turned off his land in 
economic reprisal for trying to register to vote. He tried to vote on August 15, 
1964. His credit cut off and he was told by landowner he was no longer needed 
to work land. His water supply was also cut off. None of the 200 Negro citi
zens who took tests at Holly Springs on August 15 have been told whether or 
not they passed. 

August 25, 1964, Amory, Miss., three young Negro voter-registration workers, 
Adair Howell, Andrew Moore, and Essie Carr, arrested as they canvassed for 
potential registrants. Police entered home and arrested workers, charging 
them with disturbing peace and forcing Negro woman to sign ;form. Local offi
cials denied knowledge of whereabouts of workers after their arrest. Howell 
and Moore· were located by the FBI in the Amory jail and Miss Carr was re
leased to custody of her parents. 

September 1, 1964, Belzoni, Miss., Ellis Jackson, voter-registration worker 
arrested by Chief of Police Nickols, for lacking selective service identification and 

•held for 5 hours, no bail set, turned over to FBI, who released him. 
September 4, 1964, Mrs. Mary Thomas of 279 Hayden Street was arrested on a 

charge of not having a beer license. This arrest came shortly after Mrs. Thomas 
went to the courthouse in Belzoni to try to register to vote. Bond set at $1,000. 

September 14, 1964, Philadelphia, Miss., voter-registration attempt met with 
violence and arrests. Oliff Vaughts was beaten over the head with a blackjack by 
a local white citizen when an auxiliary policeman demanded that Vaughts sur
render his camera. Vaughts camera was seized and smashed. Two civil rights 
voter-registration workers were arrested and released later that afternoon, 
Allan Schiffman and Tommie Collier. Four local Negroes were fired from their 
.jobs for attempting to register to vote. They were employed by the Jack P. 
Eubanks :firm. 

October 21, 1964, Marks, Miss., Dave Harris, voter-registration worker told by 
the local police to leave town when he tried to help local Negro citizens to register 
to vote. Four white teenagers beat and urinated on Frank Morse after he was 
stopped by them and asked some questions about civil rights. The attack 
followed. 

October 24, Jackson, Miss., four voter-registration workers arrested for passing 
out leaflets urging citizens to register and vote. 
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October 26, Indianola, Miss., Bob Newell was beaten by whites as he .tried to 
help Negro citizens to register to vote. A 6-footer, weigh~g at least 200 pounds, 
beat Newell directly in front of the Sunflower County courthouse. 

October 27, 1964, McComb, Miss., 36 Negroes arrested upon entering courthouse 
to try to registei to vote. They were met by the sheriff and highway patrolmen, 
several deputies, and a plainclothesman who read a court order ordering the 
registrar to close his office and appear in court in his capacity as county clerk. 
They were arrested for trespassing and held on $100 bond, each. 

October 31, Sunflower County, a cross was burned on the farm of Mr. R. Giles, 
early today. Mr. Giles, one of the few registered Negroes in Sunflower County 
is an active voter registration worker. 

November 1, 1964, vo,ter registration clinic held in Antioch Baptist Church of 
Ripley, Miss. Church burned during the night. Voter-registration literature 
among the ruins of the building. 

December 28, 1964, three voter registration workers arrested and charged with 
vagrancy while helping Negroes register to vote at the courthouse. 

The month of December found many of the COFO, voter registration-workers 
engaged in the election to county crop and acreage allotment committees. There 
were many instances of arrest and abuse including, ;rames Bates, Stan Boyd, and 
George Raymond, Many were ejected .from polling places including: Bill Forsyth, 
Bill Ware, Madeline McHugh, and Tom Ramsey in Canton, Miss.; Marvin Rich 
was approached by former Governor Ross Barnett at the polling place where he 
went to v.ote. He was verbally insulted by the former Governor. Rich was later 
beaten by two white men as he tried to observe the counting of the b:allots. Others 
arrested included, Elane De Lott, Earistiss Crawford, Ann Darden, and Evester 
Simpson. • 

December 29, Clarksdale, Miss., five Negro citizens went to the courthouse to 
ask the.circuit clerk.if they had passed the test and could register. Without any 
reference to" any :notes or memorandum, the circut clerk informed them that they 
had not passed. He told them simply, "No, you didn't pass." 

Correspondence Between Negro Leaders and Mississippi 
.Governor Paul B. Johnson 

January 15, 1964. • 

GOVEBNOR-ELEarP.A.ULB. JOHNSON 
Oapital Building 
Jackson, Miss. 

DEAR GOVERNOR-ELECT JOHNSON: The Negro citizens of Mississippi are all 
hoping that your term as G.overnor of the State will .be successful ,and that under 
your; leadership Mississippi will prosper. We feel that we can play a part in the 
prosperous future that we hope and predict for this State. We further hope 
that .the attitu_des and desires of all the citizens will be considered. We should 
·like tQ share with yon our thinking on several issues that we feel are -essential 
to the forward march of our State. 

We shall be grateful if you will give an audience to a committee of Negro 
citizens of our State to give and discuss the benefit of our thinking and receive 
from you guidance in such matters as are in our hearts. These matters will 
include: 

1. Employment for all our citizens. 
2. Justice in the courts without regard to race. 

https://clerk.if
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3. The right to vote for all our:people, 21 years of age or older; 
4. Citizenship un~er a constitutional form of government. 
5. Improvement of the educational system and enactment of a compulsory 

school attendance law. 

Will it be possible for a few of our representatives to meet with you, pri
vately or publicly between January 17 and January 21, 1964, or soon thereafter? 
We feel that the establishment of contact between the Governor and the Negro 
citizens of the State will be a healthy factor and will breathe life into what we 
all know can be a situation that can take any turn, forward or backward. 

An early reply will be greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

CoMMlTTEE To IMPROVE M!SBISSIPEI 

JAMES C. GILLIAM, Ohairman. 

P.S.-Citizens listed on the attached join me in this request. 
Mr. J; L. Allen 
Columbus 
Mrs. Doris Allison 
Jackson 
Mr. Samuel Balley 
Jackson 
Mr. NollaBanks 
Oxford 
Mr. E. W. Banks 
Jackson 
Rev. C. L. Barnes 
Jackson 
Mrs. Parthenia Bell 
Sardis 
Rev. Leon Bell 
Jackson 
Mr. w. ;r. Bishop 
Greenwood 
Dean A. A. Branch 
Tougaloo 
Rev. T. B. Brown 
Jackson 
Mr. R. ;fesse Brown 
Jackson 
Mr. C. C. Bryang 
McComb 
Mr. ;fames Carter 
Greenville 
Mrs. P. M. Carter 
Clarksdale 
Mr. Will!am Carter 
Clarksdale 
Mr. Levy Chappell 
Greenville 
Dr. D. L. ,Conner 
Starkville 
Mrs. D. L. Conner 
Starkville 
Mr. C. D. Cotton 
Enterprise 
Rev. Willie Crump 
Clarksdale 
Mrs. Mary Cox 
Jackson 
Mr. Vernon Dahmer 
Hattiesburg 
Mr. B. B. Dansby 
Jackson 

770--805-65-'-19 

Miss Patrica Dansby 
Jackson 
Mr. J. W. Dixon 
;rackson 
Mr. R. L. Drew 
Clarksdale 
Mr. Michele Dumas 
Natchez 
Mr. ;fames Edwards 
Greenville 
Mr. Charles Evers 
Jackson 
Mrs. Myrlie Evers 
Jackson 
Mr. ;r. C. Fairley 
Hattiesburg 
Mr. ;r. C. Fairley 
Hattiesburg 
Mr. A. L. Fielder 
Meridian 
Mrs. Lula B. Forte 
Jackson 
Mr. ;fames C. Gilliam 
Clarksdale 
Mr. Grafton R. Gray 
Charleston, 
Rev. Willie Goodloe 
Clarksdale 
Mr. H. Y. Hackett 
Clarksdale 
Mr.M.H.Harper 
Beaumont 
Mrs, H. C. Harper 
Jackson 
Rev. George Happer 
Greenwood 
Mrs. Clarie Golllns Harvey 
Jackson 
Rev. G. R. Haughton 
Jackson 
Mrs. Rolith!a Hayes 
Tchula 
Dr. Arron E. Henry 
Clarksdale 
Mr. Arthur Herod 
Abbervllle 
Dr. D. I. Horn 
WestPoint 

Mr.;r.;r.Huddleston 
Yazoo City 
Rev. C. L. Hunt 
Greenwood 
Mr. ;r_ M. Houston 
Vicksburg 
Mr. Cleo Jackson 
Clarksdale 
Rev. ;r. Q. C. ;fames 
Ripley 
Rev. A. L. ;rohnson 
Jackson 
Mrs. Idessa Johnson 
Clarksdale 
Mrs. Lillian Roger ;rohnson 
Clarksdale 
Mr. s.:;r. Johnson 
crarksdale 
Rev. Q. L. Jones 
;rackson 
Mr. A. L. Johnson 
Prentiss 
Mrs. Birdie Kegler 
Charleston 
Dr. H. L. Knaive 
Laurel 
Mr. Edward Lee 
Jackson 
Mr. H. H. Lewis 
Prentiss 
Rev. M. 0W. Lindsey 
WestPoint 
Dr. Arena C. Mallory 
Lexington 
Rev; E. A. Mayes 
Laurel 
Dr. L. W. McCaskill 
Clarksdale 
Mr. Amzie Moore 
Cleveland 
Rev. M. M. Morris 
Greenville 
Mr. S. T. Nero 
Holly 'Springs 
Mrs. S. T. Nero 
Holly Springs 
Dr. LeeM. Owens 
Vicksburg 
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Mr. Solomon Payne Rev. T. W. Richardson Rev. D. L. Tucker 
Nesbitt Clarksdale Greenwood 
Mr. J. C. Pettis Mr. Justice Robinson Mr. Hartman Turnbow 
Clarksdale Moss Point Tchula 
Mrs. Vera Plgee Mr. Edward Rodrigues Dr. Cyril Walwyn 
Clarksdale Jackson Yazoo City 
Dr. Octavions Polk Mr. D. W. Simmons Rev. Sidney Webb 
Meridian Vicksburg Jackson 
Mr. J. H. Raybourn Mr. Johnnie Skipper Mr. Duke Wllliams 
Charleston Clarksdale Jacl,son 
Dr. Linwood R. Rayford, Mr. Hammond Smith Dr. R. O. Williams 

Sr. 
Grenada 
Rev. J. D. Rayford 
Clarksdale 
Mr. Henry Reaves 
Holly Springs 
Rev. J. F. Redmon 

Hattiesburg 
Sir P. M. Smith 
Mound Bayou 
Rev. R. L. T. Smith 
Jackson 
Rev. Robert Stephens 

Jackson 
Mr. S. R. Williams 
Nesbitt 
Mr. Cortrell Wrenn 
Greenville 
Mr. J. W. Wright 

Greenville Jackson Clarksdale 
Rev. J. S. Reed Dr. Avery C. Topps Mr. Charles Young 
Itta Bena WestPoint Meridian 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Jaokson, Miss., Maroh 2, 1965. 

STATE CONFERENCE OF NAACP BRANCHES 
218 Fourth, Street 
Olarlcsdale, Miss. 
ATTENTION : A.ARON HENRY. 

Your recent letter is acknowledged. 
I have said on prior occasions that I would discuss no matters with extremists 

wbose irresponsible statements are constantly made to justify a breach of the 
law by any person, white or nonwhite, and whose reputation in his or her local 
community is unworthy, or any person who attempts to speak for a group when, 
'in fact, he can only speak for himself. 

I saw no need for any discussion with these types of people when their efforts 
have retarded rather than improved racial relations in our State. 

Very truly yours, 

PAULB. JOHNSON, G(Yl)ernor. 

218 Fourth Street, 
Olarksdale, Miss., 

Maroli9, 1965. 

GOVERNOR PAUL JOHNSON Jr. 
State Capitol 
Jackson, Miss. 

DEAR GOVERNOR JOHNSON: Your letter of March 2, 1965, was received. I was 
indeed sorry to be informed by you that a request by Negro citizens to meet with 
you. to discuss common problems is still being denied. 

You use many words and phrases to describe us in a derogatory manner. 
By whatever adjectives and/or adverbs you may use to describe us, we are -still 
citizens of the State of Mississippi and America. Whether the subjects we 
desire to raise meet the approval of the Governor or not it is my contention that 
as Governor of all the people, you are our Governor too, and by all standards of 
decency should give us an audience. 



271 

It does the situation no good for you to invite and discuss these problems only 
with white and Negro citizens, whom you know are going to say only what you 
want to hear them say. This is unrealistic and is not facing the issues. No one 
knows this better than you do. 

Your objection to speaking with people with whom you disagree as you say 
is based upon your feelings that these people speak not for any group of people 
but only for themselves. In a narrow sense this is probably true, but is not 
this condition also true in other instances from the Governor's office on down ; 
in fact each man speaks only for himself. 

You are the Governor, and hence the final decision as to whom you see and 
discuss issues with is your priority, but as a citizen of this State and Nation, 
it appears to me that the Governor would do the right thing if he granted this 
request for an audience, regardless of his personal feelings. 

I therefore renew the request and ask the Governor to please reconsider and 
grant an audience to a committee from the 100 Negro citizens of Mississippi 
that signed the original letter to you requesting an audience. We are anxious 
to discuss with you the major problems affecting our State and offer our help 
in resolving them. 

Yours truly. 

A.ARON El. HENRY 
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No. 6, warning to Mrs. Thomas of beer license expiration __________ 84,239 
No. 7, warrant for arrest of Mrs. Hunter________________________ 84,240 
No. 8, Klan warning card _____________________________________ 150,242 
No. 9, Report of Dr. James Prothro on Teacher Registration______ 211,·242 
No. 10, Statement by Mr. Burke Marshall on enforcement of Federal 

voting laws_______________________________________________ 190, 255 

F 
Federal Bureau.of Investigation: 

crime report_._________________________________________________ 7 
role_______________________________________________________ 20,26,59 

Federal Government (see also, Department of Justice): 
employmeµt__________________________________________________ 172 
funds___________________________________________ 11~39,196,202f,218 
role, suggested ______________________________________________ 159,188 

troop intervention, suggested _________________________________ 159,188 
Federal registrars. (See Voting.) 
Florida: voting, registration for ___________________________________ 177f, 187 
Forrest County: voting, registration for ____________________,__________ 158 
Foster, Mrs. Dorothy Mae, testimonY-------------------,---------- 149-152 
Freedom Democratic Party, challenge of Mississippi congressmen _______ 14, 160 
Freeman, Mrs. Frankie Muse_______________________________________ 1, 121 

on procedures_________________________________________________ 3ff 

G 
Georgia:education _____________________________________________________ 221f 

voting, registration for ___________________________________ 177, 179, 187 
Georgia Education Association______________________________________ 221f 
Goldsby, Robert Lee, case of__________________________________ 93, lO0f, 116 
Government, State and·local: 

ability to solve own problems___________________________________ 8, llf 
changing attitudes______________________________________ 162, 166f, 194 
cooperation with State Advisory Committee ______________________'l8f, 25 
employment__________________________________________________ 172 
failure to protect Negroes' rights ______________________ 19f, 26, 52-57, 161 
moderate leadership, need for__________________________________ 20f, 26 
l!i.ek of Negroes________________________________________________ 172f 
Negro votes effect________________________________ 162f, 196, 199, 205ff 
reaction to COFQ___________________________________________ 156, 158 

https://Bureau.of
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Greenville (see also, Washington Co~nty): Page 
administration of justice______________________________________ 25, 196f 
education __________________________________________ 191, 196, 201f, 204f 
government__________________________________________ 18~25,173,197 

housing______________________________________________________ 191 
libraries_______________________ --------------------___________ 205 
medical facilities_______________________________________________ 201f 
population____________________________________________________ 191 
voting, registration for ___________________________________ 179,193,201 

Greenwood (see also, LeFlore County): 
administration of justice________________________________________ 185f 
violence______________________________________________________ 24 
voting, registration for______________________________________ 154, 185f 

Griffin, Mrs. Daisy, testimony-------------------------------------- 54-57 
Griswold, Erwin N ------------------------------------------------ 1, 121 
Gulfport (see also, Harrison County): 

Chamber of Commerce (see also, Mississippi Economic Council)_____ 25 
government ____________________ , _________________ ------------ 19, 25 
public accommodations________________________________________ 19 

H 

Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence, testimony ______________________________ 33, 39 
Hamlett, Mrs. Adlena, testimonY--------------------------------~- 140-144 
Hannah, John A.: 

introductory statement______________________________________ lff, 5, 121 
on protection of witnesses______________________________________ 152 

Harrison County (see also, Gulfport) : 
government ______________________________ ,·------------·-------- 19, 25 
voting, registration for ______________________________ , ___________ 18, 25 

Henry, Aaron E., testimony_________________________________ 154-170, 174ff 
Hesburgh, Rev. Theodore M., C. S. c ___!_ ___________________________ 1, 121 
Higher education. (See Education.) 
Hill-Burton program________________________________________ _______ 203f 
Hinds County. (See Jackson.) 
Holmes County: 

violence· --------------------------·-- .• ·----------------------- 24 
voting___________________________________________________ -----· 24 

Hood, G. H., Testimony ___________________________________________ 73-81 
Hospitals (see also, Doctors; Hill-Burton program): 

access for Negro doctors________________________________________ 203f 
segregation_____________________________________________ 172,176,203 

Housing: 
slums __________ -·- __________ -------___________________________ 12 
substandard_____________________________________________ -·-·-__ 191 
urban renewal__________• ---------------------------- ,_________ 12 

Humphreys County (see also, Belzoni): 
administration of justice _____________________ .______ 53, 60f, 64-73, 81-92 
background___________________________________________________ 51f 

economy___ -----------------------------------------------·--- 52 
education _____________________________________________________ .52, 79 
population ____________________________________________________ 51,89 

testimony____ ------------------------------------------------ 52-92violence___________________________________________________ 52,59,62 
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Humphreys County-Continued 
voting: l'nge 

registrar for ---------------------------------------------- 73-81 
registration for____________________________________________ 51-92 

Humpstone, Charles C., testimony___________________________________ 47-51 
Hunter, Mrs. Alene, testimony______________________________________ ·69-73 

arrest____________________________________________________ 84f,88;92 

I 
Intimidations and reprisals: 

for COFO association--------~--------------------------------- 130 
for membership on Mississippi State Advisory Committee__________ 23 
of moderate whites_________________________________________ 165f, 174f 
for testimony at hearing________________________________________ 31f 

pledge of protection_________________________________________ 152. 
for voting_____________________________________________________ 16, 

18,23-25,28,33f,37, 52-57,59-71, 73, 75,81-92, 94--99, 102-104, 
107f, 111, 115, 116, 122-129, 131ff, 136-142, 144, 147, 149-154, 
156f, 157ff, 164, 182-186, 188, 208f, 211-216, 219, 222. 

denial of ------------------------------------------------ 81-92 
Issaquena County: 

administration of justice________________________________________ 40, 42 
background___________________________________________________ 27 
economy_____________________________________________________ 27 
education______________________________________________ 27,38f,43,45 

population_____________________________________________ -·-_____ 27 
testimony____________________________________________________ 27-51 

voting: 
registrar, refusal to appear__________________________________ 50 
registration for_________________________________________ 27, 52, 58 

J 
Jackson: 

administration of justice____ ---------------------------------- 12ff, 24 
Chamber of Commerce_________________________________ 19, 25, 158, 169 
chapter of Mississippi Council for Human Relations_______________ 25 
compliance with Civil Rights Act_____________________ 13, 19, 25, 158, 167 
education..____________________________________________________ llf 

desegregation of___________________________________________ 11 
Federal funds for ________________________________________ llf, 21s· 
segregation of_____________________________________________ 218 

government___________________________________________________ 12 
housing______________________________________________________ 12 
violence______________________________________________________ 24 

lack of______________________________________________ .____ 13 

voting, registration for_---------------------------------------- 179 
Jefferson County: 

administration of justice_________ . ___;..___________________________ 150 
background___________________________________________________ 148 

economy___ ---------------------------------------------·----- 148 
education_____________________________________________________ 148 
KuKluxKlan______________________________________________ 149-152 
population__________________________________________________ 148,169 
testimony__________________________________________________ 149-190 

voting, registration for_______________________________ 148-152, 154, 163f 



279· 

Johnson, Gov. Paul B.: Page 
on Charles Evers__________________ --- -- -- - - - - - -- - -- -- ------- - - 164 
on compliance with Civil Rights Act_____________________________ 6 
on crime rate____________ ---------------- -- -- -- -- ------------- 7 
on economy___________________________________________________ 7 
on government________________________________________________ 8 
on State image· ______________ ------ --- _-- -- -- -- - -- - -- --------- 7 
on violence _____________________ -------------------- -- --------- 6f 
pledge to protect witnesses______________________________________ 152 
statement____________________________________________________ 5-8 

reactions to___________________ ------ __ ---- --- - - - --- _ - __ 160, 166f 
Johnson, President Lyndon Baines, suggested actions for_______________ 159 
Johnson, T. V., testimony__________________________________________ 58-62 

Jones Co.unty. (See Laurel.) 
Juries. (See Administration of justice.) 

K 
Kegler, Mrs. Birdie, testimony____________________________________ 145-148 
Ku Klux Klan, intimidation and reprisals_________________________ l8, 149-152 

L 

Lauderdale County. (See Meridian.) 
Laurel: voting, registration for---------~---------------------------- 179 
Law enforcement officials. (See Administration of justice.) 
Laws, State. (See Mississippi laws.) 
Lee County: voting, registration for_________________________________ 154 
LeFlore County (see also, Greenwood): 

administration of justice _________________ ------------___________ 185f 
voting, registration for _______________________________________ 154, 185f 

Libraries _______________________________________________________ 205,218 

Literacy tests. (See Voting.) 
Local government. (See Government.) 
Louisiana: 

education_____________________________________________________ 221 
New Orleans _________________________________ ------___________ 187 
voting 

registration for ______________________________________ 177, 179, 187 
intimidations and reprisals for_______________________________ 214 

Mc 
McComb: 

moderate statement of leaders___ -------------------------------- 19, 25 
violence____________________________________________________ ._ 17 

M 
Madison County (see also, Canton) : 

violence______________________________________________________ 18 
voting________________________________________________________ 18 

Marshall, Burke. (See Exhibits, No. 10.) 
Marshall County: voting, registration for____________________________ 182 
Median Income. (See Economy.) 
Median school years completed. (See Education.) 
Medical associations: Negro doctors_________________________________ 204 
Memphis. (See Tennessee.) 
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Meridian: Page 
Chamber of Commerce_________________________________________ 25 
voting, registration for_________________________________________ 179 

Mississippi constitution, interpretation for registration_________________ 29ff, 
34ff, 41, 44-50, 67, 74-81, 102, 107, 113, 117, 118, 122, 155, 157f, 
161, 192ff, 196. 

Mississippi Council on Human Relations_____________________________ 19, 25 
Mississippi Economic Council, moderate statement_____________________ 25 
Mississippi Education Association___________________________________ 220 

Mississippi hearing, purpose___ ------------------------------------- 2-5 
effect on State government___________________________________ 160-166f 

Mississippi laws: 
bad check__ --------------------------------------.------------ 85 
beer license___________________________________________________ 92 
compulsory pupil attendance, lack of_____________________________ 195 
jury_________________________________________________________ 93 

notification of registration-------------~------------------------ 119 
publishing of voter applicant names_____________________________ 72, 186 
restricting COFO______________________________________________ 156 

Mississippi Manufacturers Association_______________________________ 25 
Mississippi State Advisory Committee:

findings__________________________________________________ 19ff,24-27 

intimidations and reprisals------------:---·---------------------- 16f, 23 
statement of Chairman_________________________________________ 22-27 
testimony of Chairman_________________________________________ 15-22 

Mississippi Teachers Association _________________________________ 215f, 220ff 
Mississippians for Public Educati,on__________________________________ 19, 25 
Moderate leadership. (See Government.) 
Monroe County: voting, registration for__ -.,._________________________ 154 
_Montgomery County, Chamber of Commerce_______._._________________ 25 
Murders and attempted murders. (See violence.) 

N 
Natchez: 

government_____________________________________________ ,______ 165 

violence. _______________ ------------------------------------- 17, 165 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People: 

purpose_______________________________________________________ 153 
recruitment___________________________________________________ 171 
support by Negroes____________________________________________ 164f 
voter projects_______________________________________ 153, 155, 182, 193 

National Defense Education Act____________________________________ 217 
Neshoba County, violence__________________________________________ 16 
New Orleans. (See Louisiana.) 
News media: 

National_____________________________________________________ 6f 

State--------------------------------------~-------------- 147~ 193f 
Noncompliance. (See Civil Rights Act of 1964.) 
Nonviolence___ ----------------------------------------____________ 168f 
North, hypocrisy of________________________________________________ 175 
North Carolina: voting, registration for________________________ 177, 179, 187 
Noxubee County: 

violence______________________________________________________ 154 
voting, registration for__________________________________________ 154 
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p 
l?age 

Page, Dr. Matthew John, testimony_______________________________ 200-207 
Panola County:government ___________________________________________________ 147f 

voting, registration for ____________ 122, 129f, 138, 146ff, 157, 179, 186, 188f 
Patterson, Eugene ______________________________________ ----------- 1, 121 
Pike County. (See McComb.) • 
Police mistreatment and harassment. (See Administration of justice.) 
Poll tax. (See Voting.) 
Population:

Carroll County________________________________________________ 93 
Humphreys County____________________________________________ 51 
Issaquena County_____________________________________________ 27 
Jefferson County______________________________________________ 148 
Tallahatchie________________________________________________ 121,145 

Tate CountY----------------------------------------------~- 110,115Washington County________________________________________ 191,198f 

Poverty. (See Economy.) 
Poverty bill_______________________________________________________ 160 
Presidential election_______________________________________________ 162 
Prothro, Dr. James, testimony ____________________________________ 207-215 
Public accommodations desegregation.. __________________________ 18f, 25, 158 

resistanceto_____________________________________________ 16,23,25,158 

Purvis, John D., testimony----------------------------------------- 81-92 

R
Racism,rejected________________________________________________ 163,169 
Rankin, Roberts_________________________________________________ 1, 121 
Rayburn, James Henry, testimony ______________________ . ________.___ 122, 130 
Reconstruction____________________________________________________ lOf 
Registration. (See Voting.) 
Reprisals. (See Intimidations and reprisals.) 
Rogerson, Howard W-·--------------------------------------------- 5 
Rural area. (See City versus rural area.) 

s 
School boards. (See Education.) 
School buildings. (See Education.) 
School desegregation. (See Education.) 
School expenditures. (See Education.) 
School segregation. (See Education.) 
Slums. (See Housing.) 
South Carolina: 

education ________________________________ --·--_________________ 221 
voting, registration for ___________________________________ 177,179,187 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference __________________________ 155, 182 
Southern Regional Conference_______________________________________ 181 
Southern States: • 

attitude toward Negroes________________________________________ 214 
voting, registration for_______________________________ 161f, 176-181,,187 

State government. (See Government.) 
Statewide Association of Local Law Enforcement Officials______________ 6 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee ___________________ 155, 182, 189 



282 

Sunflower County: Page 
administration of justice________________________________________ 183f 

violence-.---------------------------------------------------- 18voting______________________________________________________ 18,154 

T 
Tallahatchie County: 

administration of justice ________________________ 124-127, 129, 135f, 138ff 
background___________________________________________________ 121f 

economy__________________________ --------_____________ 122, 128, 137 
education__________________________________________________,___ 122 
fear for witnesses _____________ ----------------------___________ 152 
newspapers___________________________________________________ 147f 
population__________________________________________________ 121,145 
testimony __________________________________________________ 122-148 

violence___________________________ l22f, 125, 129, 134f, 137, 140, 142, 144 
voting, registration for______________________ 121-134, 136-148, 163f, 188f 

Tate County: 
administration of justice__________________________________ 113, 114, 116 
background___________________________________________________ 110 
economy__________________________ ------ _____________ , ____ -. 110, 117f 
education___________________________________________________ 110,115 

government ____________________ ------______________________ 113f, 117 
population__________________________________________________ 110,115 

testimony_________________________ - ___ _ _ ______ ____ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 110-120 
voting, registration for _______________________________________ 111, 120 

Taylor, William L _______________ ------ ------- ----- __ _ _ _ _ _ __ ____ __ _ 5 
Teachers. (See Education; Voting.) 
Tennessee: 

Memphis__ -----------.----------- -- --- _________ ---·- ____ __ __ _ 180, 206 
voting, registration for _______________________________ 177,180,187,206 

Texas: 
Voting:

poll tax for____________________________ . ______________ .---- 180f 

registration for---·---------------------------------_ 177, 180f, 187 
Thomas, Mrs. Mary, testimony_____________________________________ 63-69 

arrest________________________________________________________ 82ff 
Thompson, Mayor Allen, statement (see.also, Jackson) _________________ 9-15 
Title 10, Sec. 333 of United States Code______________________________ 163 
Troop Intervention. (See Federal Government.) 
Tunica County: 

voting, registration for ____ ---------------------- -- --- _--------- 154 

u 
Unions. (See Economy.) 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights:

hearings______________________________________________________ 2 
authority to hold__________________________________________ 2 
procedures of_____________________________________________ 3ff 

teachers and voting study------------------------------------ 207-215 
U.S. District Courts_______________________________________________ 158 
U.S. Supreme Court_________ ,,_____________________________________ 188 
U.S.v.Mississippi________________________________________________ 188 

Urban renewal. {See Housing.) 
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V 
Page 

Vandevender, Mrs. Mary_------------------------------------------
Vicksburg: Chamber of Commerce__________________________________ 

50 
25 

Violence: 
beatings_____________________________________ 24,129, 134f, 137,140,156 
bombings and bomb threats_____________________________ 17, 24, 157, 165 
church burnings _____________________________________ 17, 19,24,26, 156 
cross burnings _____________________________________________ 17, 24, 157 
disappearances ________________________________________________ 17,24 

murders and attempted murders_________________________________ 16f, 
23, 24, 52f, 59, 62, 108, 129, 153, 157, 168 

statements of governme;nt leaders _______________________ _t _______ 6f, 13 
Virginia: voting, registration for _______________________________ 177, 181, 187 
Voter Education Project__________________________________ 176, 181-187, 189 
Voting: 

bills, proposed _____________________________________ 159.fl', 174f, 186,201 
cases __________________ 20, 121f, 128,137,139, 145-148, 157f, 181,186,188
Federal registrars __________________________________________ 159.fl', 174f 

literacy tests______________________________________________ -.,- - _ 29.fl', 
34.fl', 40f, 44-50, 58, 62, 67, 74-81, 107, 112, 117, 118f, 122, 155, 
157-161, 167,186, 192.fl', 196,200~205. 

poll tax_______________________________________ 47, 52, 58f, 98, 99f, lllf 
polling places_________________________________________________ 141 
registration 

applications for, cost of_____________________________ 41, 46f, 74,186
books ____________________________________________________ •161 
figures __________________________________________________ 27-51½ 

58, 74, 93, llOf, 121f, 126, 129, 137, 145f, 148f, 153.fl', 157, 161, 163, 
177, 179, 187, 191,193,200,209. 

difficulty in obtaining__________________________________ 179 
individual v. group attempts at _______________________ 106,112,156 
intimidations and reprisals for_______________________________ 16, 

18, 24f, 28, 33.fl', 37, 52-57, 58-72, 73, 75, 81-92, 94-98, 103, 107, 
111, 115, 116, 122-129, 131.fl', 136-142, 144-148, 149-154, 156f, 
159.fl', 162, 182-186, 188, 208f, 211-216, 219, 222. 

by law enforcement officials______________________________ 17f, 
20, 24, 331I; 53, 60f, 6'4-71, 73, 81-92, 115, 131f, 136, 138f, 154, 161, 
183-186. 

notification oL_________________ ______ ________ ________ _____ 119 
official encouragement of_ __________________ 40, 42, 113, 116, 127f, 194 
organized efforts to achieve_________________________________ 16, 

23, 28, 38, 40, 58f, 63.fl', 67, 80, 112, 115, 130f, 134, 137, 
145f, 153, 155f, 163f, 167f, 176, 181-187, 189, 192f, 195f 

results of_ __________ 22, 28, 48f, 59, 69, 112,126,145, 157, 182, 192f 
qualifications for __ 29.fl', 341I, 40.fl', 45-50, 58, 62, 67, 74-80, 102, 107, 117, 

118f, 122, 155, 157f, 161, 167, 194.fl', 196, 205 
racial designation in_______________________________________ 189 
Southern states______________________________________ 176-181, 187 
technical disqualifications in________________________________ 49, 51 
to avoid jury exclusion charges _________________________ 93,102,116 

teachers____________________________ 95, 97f, 142f, 157, 207-216, 219f, 222 
Voting bill. (See Voting.) 
Voting cases. (See Voting.) 
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w 
Warren County. (See Vicksburg.) 
Washington County (see also, Greenville): Page 

administration of justice_____________________________________ 194, 196f 
background___________________________________________________ 191 
economy_____________________________________________________ 191 
ed:µcation______________________________________________ 191, 194f, 201 
government________________________________________________ 194, 198f 
medical facilities_____________________________________________ 201-204 
news media___________________________________________________ 193f 
population____________._________________________________ 191, 198f, 202 

testimony___ ---------------------- __ ------ _________________ 192-2_07 
voting, reg'lstration for__:,___________________ 18, 25, 154,191,201, 205-207 

Welsh, Mrs. Mary Oliver, testimonY---------------------------.------ 52-57 
White, and Negro poor, common interest_______ ------------- 41, 43; 159f, 170 
White Citizens Council___________________________ ------------------ 158 
Winona (see also, Montgomery County): 

Chamber of Commerce_________________________________________ 25 
public accommodations_________________________________________ 19 

Witnesses: 
protection____________________________________________________
rights________________________________________________________ 

152 
3f 

y 
Yazoo County: 

administration of justice______ ---------------------------------- 24 
•voting, registration for_---------------------------------------- 24 
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