UNEDITED 1

US COW SSION ON ClVIL Rl GHATS

+ + + + +
BUSI NESS MEETI NG
+ + + + +
FRI DAY, APRI L 24, 2026
+ + + + +
The Comm ssion convened at 1331

Pennsyl vani a Avenue, Northwest, Suite 1150,
Washi ngton, D.C 20425 at 10:00 a.m, Rochelle
Garza, Chair, presiding.
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A GENDA

| . APPROVAL OF AGENDA
M. BUSI NESS MEETI NG

A. Presentations from St ate
Advi sory Comm ttees

B. Di scussion and Vote on State
Advi sory Conm ttee Appoi ntnents

C. Staff Director's Report

I11. ADIJOURN MEETI NG
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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

(10:10 a. m)

CHAI R GARZA: (Good norni ng, everyone.
We're going to go ahead and get started. This
busi ness neeting of the U S. Conm ssion on Gvil
Ri ghts cones to order at 10:10 a.m Eastern Tine
on Friday, April 24th, 2026. This neeting is
taki ng place at the Comm ssion's headquarters,
| ocated at 1331 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, Nort hwest,
Washi ngton, D.C.

"' m Chair of the Comm ssion, Rochelle
Garza, and I'lIl go ahead and start with the roll
call. W'Ill go with the Comm ssioners that |
bel i eve are on phone.

Comm ssi oner Adans, are you present?

COW SSI ONER ADAMS: Her e.

CHAI R GARZA: Conm ssi oner Magpant ay?

COMM SSI ONER MAGPANTAY:  |'m here.

COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST: | think |
heard him

COW SSI ONER KI RSANOW | think | heard
himtoo. | don't think he said anything,
t hough.

CHAIR GARZA: I'msorry, | didn't hear
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COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST: | t hought |

heard him denn, are you there?
COW SSI ONER KI RSANOW |t hought |
heard him
CHAI R GARZA: d enn?
COW SSI ONER MAGPANTAY: This is
Comm ssi oner Magpantay. | am here.
CHAI R GARZA: (G eat.
COW SSI ONER MAGPANTAY:  Hel | 0?
CHAI R GARZA: QG eat.
COW SSI ONER ADAMS: | hear you.
CHAI R GARZA: W shoul d just nmake sure
we fix his audio issues. Al right.
Comm ssi oner Magpantay is present. Comm ssioner
Nourse? Vice Chair Nourse?
VI CE CHAI R NOURSE: Present.
CHAI R GARZA: Comm ssi oner
Frankenst ei n?
COW SSI ONER FRANKENSTEI N:  Present .
CHAI R GARZA: Conmm ssioner G lchrist?
COMM SSI ONER G LCHRI ST: 1" m here.
CHAI R GARZA: Comm ssi oner Jones?
COW SSI ONER JONES: Present.
CHAI R GARZA: Conmm ssi oner Ki rsanow?
COW SSI ONER KI RSANOW  Her e.
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CHAI R GARZA: Geat. Ckay, thank you.
Based on that, we have -- let's go ahead and --
based on that, we have a quorum of the
Comm ssioners present. | can confirmthat we
have our court reporter present. Thunbs up.

|s the Staff Director present? He has
confirmed his presence. |Is our Parlianmentarian
present ?

M5. COZART: Present.

CHAI R GARZA: She has confirned her
presence. Before we proceed, |I'd like to take a
nmonent to recognize that April is National
Language Access Month. This nonth highlights
the inportance of ensuring that individuals wth
limted English proficiency, as well as those
who are deaf or hard of hearing, are able to
fully access essential services from healthcare
to governnent prograns and other critical
resources. As this Conm ssion's work has shown,
| anguage access is not as sinply a matter of
convenience. It is about whether people can
understand the decisions that they are being
asked to make and whet her those decisions are
truly their own. So when that understanding is

m ssing, the consequences can be serious and
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l ong-lasting. More than 27 mllion people in
this country rely on | anguage assi stance to
navi gate essential systens, maki ng nmeani ngf ul
access fundanental to fairness and equal
partici pation.

So, in that spirit, | also want to note
that the Conm ssion will be releasing its
report, Language Access for Individuals with
Limted English Proficiency, next nonth.

And wth that, we're going to proceed
wi th today's agenda published on the Federal
Register. W will begin with a presentation
fromour advisory commttees: ny hone state,
Texas, on racial outconmes in maternal nortality;
Col orado on exam ning the racial inpact of
publ i c school attendance zones; and then we're
going to nove on to a discussion and vote on
advi sory conm ttee appointnents. And, finally,
we W Il conclude wth nmanagenent and operati ons,
including the Staff Director's report.

Are there any notions to anend the
current agenda? All right.

COW SSI ONER ADAMS: Madam Chai r,
Adarns.

CHAI R GARZA: Yes, Conmm ssi oner Adans.
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COW SSI ONER ADAMS: | nove to anend
the agenda to include the first agenda item the
ratification of President Trunp's designation of
Karissa Mul der as Staff Director. And before you
rule me out of order, Madam Chair, Comm ssioner
Glchrist is going to hand you right now a
presidential proclamation, hand-delivering to
you that he received at the Wite House
designating Karissa Mil der as Staff Director.

So noved.

COW SSI ONER KI RSANOW | second.

CHAI R GARZA: Conm ssioner, again, |'m
going to have to rule your notion out of order.
As | stated in ny prior conmunications to all
Comm ssioners, the statute requires a witten
request fromthe president seeking a concurrence
of a mpjority of the Comm ssion. |In every
adm ni stration, that request --

COW SSI ONER ADAMS: Madam Chair, if
you hand ne the one --

CHAIR GARZA: | amnot finished. That
request has been conveyed in the formof a
formal witten letter fromthe Wite House
Presi dential Personnel Ofice. Until such a

|etter is received, the Comm ssion has no valid
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request before it and therefore no basis to

consi der or vote on these designations.

As | have said before, the
admnistration is well aware of our request for
this. |If one does cone to light, we still have
an opportunity to review that. W have a 48-
hour rule before we nmake any kind of deci sion
that we nust receive that and contenplate it.
So I'"'mgoing to go ahead and rul e your notion
out of order.

COW SSI ONER ADAMS: Poi nt  of
parlianmentary inquiry. Point of parlianentary
inquiry. Adans. Wat is the 48-hour rule, and
what Al can you point to, please?

CHAIR GARZA: |I'msorry, what did you
say, Conmm ssi oner Adans?

COMM SSI ONER ADAMS: It is framed as a
parliamentary inquiry. You cited a 48-hour rule
that has to, that -- that |'ve never heard of.
So ny parlianmentary inquiry is, what is the
source of that 48-hour rule? If it is an Al,
could you please tell us what Al?

CHAI R GARZA: Comm ssi oner Adans,
don't have anything before ne. |Is there

sonet hing that needs to be presented?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N N MDD P P P PP PP PP kPP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

UNEDITED

COW SSI ONER ADAMS:  That's what |

t hought .

COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Yes. | guess
when we respond to his inquiry, then | wll
present sonething to you, Madam Chair.

COMM SSI ONER ADAMS: Do we know what
this 48-hour rule is and what it requires? Does
anybody know?

CHAI R GARZA: Ckay, the acting Staff
Director is locating the Al. | believe we can
just follow up on this later, Conm ssioner
Adans, and provide it to you.

COW SSI ONER ADAMS: | - -

CHAI R GARZA: W shoul d go ahead and
move on with the agenda.

COMM SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Madam Chai r,
before we nove with the agenda, if | --

COW SSI ONER ADAMS: Chal | enge the
deci sion of the Chair.

CHAI R GARZA: There is a --

COW SSI ONER ADAMS:  Conmi ssi oner
Glchrist is going to hand you a presidenti al
procl amati on.

COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Yes. May |7?
So, Madam Chair, | had the pl easure yesterday of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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receiving fromthe Wite House a procl anmation

desi gnating Karissa Miul der as our Staff Director
for the United States Conm ssion on G vil
Rights, and | certainly wanted to present that
to you today formally. And in response to
Comm ssi oner Adans' request for this Conm ssion
to take a vote on the designations that
Presi dent Trunp has nade both for Staff
Director, Vice Chairman of the Conm ssion, and
Chair of the United States Commi ssion on G vil
Rights. So with that being said, 1'd like to
present this to you.

CHAI R GARZA: (kay, for the record,
Comm ssioner G lchrist has provided ne with a --

COW SSI ONER FRANKENSTEI N:  Why didn't
you open it for her?

COMM SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Yeah, no.

CHAIR GARZA: Wth like a --

COW SSIONER G LCHRI ST: It was a
little difficult. W'Il certainly --

CHAI R GARZA: Mai |l thing.

COMM SSI ONER JONES: Madam Chai r .

COMM SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Opened
formal ly.

CHAI R GARZA: Yes, Conmm ssioner Jones.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  And Madam

Chair, let nme congratulate --

CHAIR GARZA: |'ve -- | recognize
Comm ssi oner Jones, please.

COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Ms. Mul der.

COW SSI ONER JONES: Thank you, Madam
Chair. | would love to be able to review a duly
executed procl amati on conpliant with the rules
of the United States with respect to the
nom nation of any Staff Director. But it is
sonet hi ng we woul d be unable to authenticate, a
pur ported docunent fromthe Wite House that was
-- that was delivered to an individual
Comm ssioner rather than to the full Conm ssion
directly.

| nmean, | don't -- this cannot be a
serious request until that happens. And it begs
the question, why wasn't it given directly to
all eight of the Conm ssioners of this body?

COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Madam Chai r .

CHAI R GARZA: Yes, Conmi ssi oner
G lchrist.

COW SSI ONER @ LCHRI ST:  Thank you,
Madam Chair. | --

CHAIR GARZA: We're --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST: Conmi ssi oner,
| think part of ny presentation to the Chair and
to this Comm ssion was to certainly solidify
exactly what you just described. And so this is
an official proclamation. And we certainly can
have it opened so that you could affirmthat for
yourself. But it is an official proclamation
fromthe Wite House.

COMM SSI ONER FRANKENSTEIN:  And can |
just clarify? The proclamation is wth respect
to not only the Staff Director, but also the
Chair and Vice Chair of the Conm ssion?

COMM SSI ONER G LCHRI ST: That's correct.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER ADAMS: The notion is
deni ed. Madam Chair.

CHAI R GARZA: Comm ssi oner.

COMM SSI ONER ADAMS: The notion renains
deni ed.

CHAI R GARZA: Hold on. Conm ssi oner
Jones?

COMWM SSI ONER JONES:  Madam Chai r,
have trenmendous respect for all of my coll eagues
on this Comm ssion, but an individual

Comm ssioner's representation that sonething is

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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authentic fromthe Wite House is insufficient

for purposes of establishing authenticity. W
shoul d be receiving directly fromthe Wite
House a docunent purporting to do precisely that
whi ch Conm ssioner G lchrist has said that
whatever is in the -- you know, whatever is in
the materials that he just handed to you, but

t hat have been unopened thus far, is precisely
what he clains it is. Can we open thenf

COW SSIONER G LCHRI ST: | -- yeah, we
certainly can do that.

CHAIR GARZA: Here's the thing. |
think we need to take a recess so that we can
review this docunent and have a conversati on.

COW SSIONER JONES: | think -- | think
that woul d be w se.

COMWM SSI ONER ADAMS: Move to recess.

CHAI R GARZA: We're going to recess.

COW SSI ONER G LCHRI ST:  Yes.

COMM SSI ONER ADAMS: Adam noves to
recess.

CHAIR GARZA: Al right. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER ADAMS: Anyone second
that? It's a privileged notion.

CHAIR GARZA: W're going to recess.
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(Wher eupon,

t he above-entitled matter

went off the record at 10:20 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs; and that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel

enpl oyed by the parties, and | am not
financially or otherwise interested in the

out cone of the action.

Wechaed Weirea

M chael Morris
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