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US CAOW SSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

+ + + + +

BUSI NESS MEETI NG

+ + + + +

FRI DAY, JULY 17, 2026

+ + + + +

The Conmm ssion convened at 1331
Pennsyl vani a Avenue Northwest, Suite 1150,
Washi ngton, D.C. 20425 at 10:00 a.m, Rochelle
Garza, Chair, presiding.

PRESENT:
ROCHELLE GARZA, Chair
VI CTORI A NOURSE, Vice Chair
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
10: 05 a. m

CHAI R GARZA: (Good norni ng, everyone.
We're going to get started today. The busi ness
neeting of the U S. Comm ssion on Gvil Rights
cones to order at 10:05 a.m Eastern Tinme on
Friday, July 17th, 2026. This neeting is taking
pl ace at the Conm ssion's headquarters | ocated
at 1331 Pennsyl vani a Avenue Nort hwest,
Washi ngton, D.C.

| " mchair of the Comm ssion, Rochelle
Garza. |I'mgoing to go ahead and begin with the
roll call. So, please confirmyour presence
when | call your nane.

Vi ce Chair Nourse?

VI CE CHAI R NOURSE: Present.

CHAI R GARZA: Comm ssi oner Adans? Do
we have Conmmi ssioner Adans on the call? No.

Comm ssi oner Frankenstein? |'m being
told we do not have Conm ssioner Frankenstein on
the call.

Comm ssioner Glchrist? | am also,
being told that Conm ssioner G lchrist is not on
the call.

Comm ssi oner Jones?
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UNEDITED :

COW SSI ONER JONES:  Present.

CHAI R GARZA: Conmm ssi oner Kirsanow? |
am being told that Comm ssioner Kirsanow i s not
on the call either.

Comm ssi oner Magpant ay?

COW SSI ONER MAGPANTAY: |'m here,
present.

CHAI R GARZA: And | am present.

Based on that roll call, we do not have
a quorum of comm ssioners present. Because we

do not have a quorum the Conm ssion cannot
conduct official business or take votes on the
matters that have been noticed for today's
nmeet i ng.

However, | do think it's critical that
we exercise transparency for the benefit of the
Anmerican public as resources have been expended
to have this neeting. | want the record to
reflect that today's neeting was noti ced.
Comm ssioners were notified nonths in advance
that this nmeeting would occur in person and
travel costs were incurred and have been
I ncurred.

Mor eover, conm ssioners have been

provided a dial-in nunber as an alternative to
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UNEDITED 5

I n-person attendance and the comm ssioners that
are present here today were prepared to conduct
t he Conm ssion's business and adhere to our
statutory duties.

Today' s agenda i ncludes sone of the
nost i nportant responsibilities that the
Comm ssion has. W were scheduled to vote on
our Fiscal Year 2026 statutory enforcenent
report, the federal response to the rise in
antisemtismon college -- Anerican coll ege and
uni versity canpuses, consider findings and
recomendati ons, as well as vote on the
Comm ssion's 2027 report topics.

The Comm ssi on has al ways been its best
when it responds to inportant civil rights
i ssues with careful investigations, rigorous
determ nation of facts, and thoughtful
recommendations. Qur report on antisemtism
reflects that work. W studied the issues. W
heard fromw tnesses. W built a factual
record. And we prepared findings and
recomendations for this body's consideration to
be forwarded to Congress and the President.

And today, we were, also, scheduled to

deci de whether to take up another issue that
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UNEDITED 6

menbers of Congress have specifically asked this
Comm ssion to exam ne and has been pendi ng since
Septenber of 2025 and that is the issue of
federal immgration enforcenent.

As sonmebody who |ives on the Texas-
Mexi co border, immgration enforcenent has
al ways been a part of ny daily life, but over
the last year and a half what we have seen has
rai sed sone serious civil rights concerns,
I ncluding racial profiling and the excessive use
of force and the scale and scope of those
enforcenent efforts have inpacted a nunber of
communi ties across the country and they deserve
careful exam nation, especially by a body I|ike
ours, an independent agency.

Over the past several nonths, | was
invited and | did attend people's hearings on
i mm gration enforcenent in St. Paul, Chicago,
Los Angel es, and other communities. | |istened
to parents, workers, faith | eaders, educators,
attorneys, and directly-inpacted individuals
descri be how enforcenent efforts have inpacted
their famlies, their nei ghborhoods, and their
sense of safety.

What | heard reinforced for me why this
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UNEDITED 7

Comm ssion exists, not to pre-judge the facts,
but to gather them That is why | proposed the
concept paper Beyond the Border: The State of
Cvil R ghts Under Federal |nmgration
Enforcenent in America's Communities. It
responds to the request from nenbers of Congress
| ead by the Congressional Hispanic Caucus asking
this Comm ssion to examne the civil rights
i nplications of federal inmmgration enforcenent.
And recent events underscore why this work
matters. Wthin the past week and a half | CE
officers fatally shot Lorenzo Sal gado Araujo in
Houst on Texas and Johan Sebastian Duran Guerrero
in Biddeford, Maine. Neither were the intended
targets when they were killed. And these deaths
follow the fatal shootings of Anerican citizens,
Renee Good, Alex Pretti during federal
i mm gration enforcenent operations in
M nneapolis earlier this year. And we should
not forget Ruben Ray Martinez, a 23-year-old
Anmerican citizen who was fatally shot by I CE on
South Padre Island in 2005. South Padre |sland
Is just 20 mnutes fromwhere | live.

| want to be clear. These events do

not tell us what the conclusions of a conm ssion
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UNEDITED 8

I nvestigation should be, but they do rem nd us
why Congress created this Comm ssion, to ask
difficult questions, establish the facts, and
make reconmmendati ons based on the evidence that
we gather. W, also, had before us a proposal
from Comm ssioner Glchrist to exam ne whet her
federal civil rights protections are adequately
protecting seniors and people with disabilities
who live in nursing honmes and long termcare
facilities.

These are two very different issues,
but they share sonething inportant in conmon.
Both rai se serious questions about whether the
Federal Governnent is protecting people's civil
rights. Both deserve to be considered by this
Comm ssi on.

Whet her conmm ssioners ultimately
support either proposal is a decision that we
make together. Qur responsibility today was
sinply to deliberate and to vote and in ny
conversations with Conm ssioners Adans and
G lchrist |ast week, neither raised any
substantive objection to either proposal.

| nst ead, what has been indicated to ne

IS a concern over votes on the nmatters of
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presidential designations, particularly
designation of the Staff Director. As
comm ssioners know, | asked the Wite House
Presidential Personnel Ofice to clarify whether
t he docunents recently circulated to
conmm ssioners are intended to serve as the
President's formal request for the Comm ssion's
concurrence as required by 42 USC Section 1975.
That is our operating statute. W have not
received that clarification. And until we do, |
do not believe it is appropriate per our statute
to place those designations before the
Comm ssion for a vote.

And at the sane tine, the Conmm ssion's
ot her statutory duties remain ahead of us. W
have a duty. Qur responsibilities do not stop.
We have to continue doing our work.

The designation issue is separate from
t he work Congress has already assigned this
Comm ssion and we should be able to carry that
work while we await clarification. But
unfortunately, because we don't have a quorum
t oday, we cannot do that. W cannot vote on our
statutory enforcenent report for 2026. W

cannot deci de whether to investigate the civil
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rights inplications of federal inmmgration

enf orcenent, and we cannot deci de whether to
examne the civil rights of seniors and people
with disabilities in long termcare facilities.
And we cannot conduct the rest of the business
t hat was schedul ed for this neeting.

| won't hide ny disappointnent. | am
sonebody who |ikes to work across the aisle and
have proven that over the |ast several years and
nmy hope is that we continue to find a way to
wor k toget her and nove forward.

The -- I'll go ahead and close with
this. The U S. Commssion on Cvil Rights was
created by Congress to be an independent,
bi parti san fact-findi ng agency. Qur
responsibility is not to begin wwth answers. It
Is to ask difficult questions, follow the facts
wher ever they |ead, hear fromthe people nost
af fected, and provide recommendations to
Congress and the President based on the
evidence. That responsibility only works when
t he Comm ssion cones together to deliberate and
vote. Today, we were unable to do that.

The issues before us, antisemtism on

col | ege canpuses, inmgration enforcenent, and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N N MDD P P P PP PP PP kPP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

UNEDITED .

the civil rights of seniors and people with
disabilities are too inportant to | eave
unresol ved. The Anerican peopl e deserve a
comm ssion that is able to do the work that
Congress has tasked us to do.

| remain comnmtted to working with all
of my coll eagues regardl ess of political
affiliation so that this Conm ssion can continue
to fulfill its duties and its m ssion. Because
a quorumis not present, no further conmm ssion
busi ness can occur, so we are going to go ahead
and cl ose today.

CHAI R GARZA: The neeting is adjourned
at 10:14 a.m Eastern Tinme, July 17th.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 10:14 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs; and that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel

enpl oyed by the parties, and | am not
financially or otherwise interested in the

out cone of the action.

o

Eric Mdllen
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