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LCOME AND CALL TO ORDER

WILSON: Good afternoon. The

to order. It is April 22nd, 2022.

cond quarterly meeting of the

Social Status of Black Men and Boys.

neeting, and a live Dbroadcast on

he National Press Club. I want to

come to the Commissioners and our

As always, our mission will be to

implement our expertise while

k to recommend solutions for the

ack men and boys through this new

reiterate, that this Commission’s

litics, it’s built on humanity,

ion, dedication, persistence, but

the desire for change. We must

mmunities and an equitable society
egan our work in January by deeming
as the year of Black men and boys.
I am so pleased to announce that
roundtable discussion on the impact

iIstice system on Black men and boys
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MR. W

Per the statute,

quorum,

establish the quor

note

Please

Wilson of course.

CHAIR

MR.

Commissioner 1

Commissioner Brew|

COMMI

MR. W,

COMMI

MR. W

COMMI

MR. W,

COMMI

MR. W
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ed by a very brief business meeting
appointments of the members of the
I now recognize the

subcommittee.

Dr. Marvin Williams,

the roll call, and establish a
ams?

IT. ROLL CALL
JLLIAMS: Good afternoon, everyone.

a majority of the members of the

en members, constitute a quorum. To

mum, I will call each member by name.
presence by saying here. Chair

WILSON: Here.

WILLTAMS: Secretary  Sharpton?

Heatty? Commissioner Bowman?

er?

$SIONER BREWER: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Cesar?

$STIONER CESAR: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Clarke?

$SIONER CLARKE: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Colclough?

$SIONER COLCLOUGH: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Dillard?
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COMMII$SIONER DILLARD: Here.
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MR. W
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Commissioner John
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COMMI
MR. W
COMMI

MR.
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is the adoption o
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WILLIAMS: Commissioner Elder?
Commissioner Fostign?
$SIONER FOSTEN: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Horsford?

$SIONER HORSFORD: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Jeffries?

on?

$SIONER JOHNSON: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Marshall?
$STONER MARSHALL: Present.
WILLIAMS: Commissioner McBath?
er?

$SIONER MCIVER: Here.

TLLIAMS: Commissioner Oleka?

$SIONER OLEKA: Here.

ILLIAMS: Commissioner Rhodes?

$SIONER RHODES: Here.

[TLLIAMS: Madam Chair, for the
note that a quorum of the
resent.
WILSON: Thank you.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
WILSON: The next order of business

the agenda. May I have a motion to
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$SIONER HORSFORD:

$SIONER OLEKA:

rend Sharpton who is delivering

"

So, moved.
Second.

WILSON: Without objection, we have

@ for this meeting.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
WILSON: I want to acknowledge and

ble participants for this engaged

dtion. Commissioner Representative
the first wvice president of the
rck Caucus, will serve as our

a4 member of the Commission and 1s a

or Black men and boys. A diligent

¢ people of Nevada.

as agreed to pitch hit for

the

Patrick Lyoya of Michigan. An

, who was shot in the back of the

ce officer, which elevates our

our Jjob that we must accomplish. We

e house majority Representative Jim

h Carolina, who will present the

ctive on Black men and boys in

sentative

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W., STE 200
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309

Clyburn is a gifted

www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

historian who kno
is an honor to ha
by the United St3
Civil Rights, Com

so proud of her.

with her perspect

Black men and boy
And t
Crump, internat
attorney, we ca
general. Dr. Raym
Council of Grea]
reform begins ifp
pressure can d
Commissioner Ca
Secretary for th
Development, HUD,
jails, and other
Congr

of Georgia, an
Congressional Blg
opine on today's
the Florida Righ

restored the righ

is a history make]

COouy

(202) 234-4433

N

N

L

If

]

I

]

i

L

Il

D

K

S

16D)

1

2

H

A

8

s so much and can share so much. It
re him here with us today. Followed
tes Assistant Attorney General for

issioner Kristen Clarke, we are so,

She will open our discussion today
ive on the over representation of
in the criminal justice system.
iat is only the beginning. Benjamin

lonally renowned civil rights

|1 him Black America's attorney

nd Hart, executive director of the

City Schools, criminal Justice

our schools. Choices, and peer

nange a child's entire life.

vin Johnson, Deputy Assistant

Department of Housing and Urban
who worked in the world of prisons,
enal institutions.
rssman Hank Johnson from the state
xecutive committee member of the
imminently qualified to

~k Caucus,

topics. Desmond Meade, founder of

is Restoration Coalition, who has

s of so many returning citizens and

in our nation. Commissioner Clarke
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discussion over t
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and boys. One of {
Social Status of
disparity Black
criminal justice
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realities many of

lack of job oppon

skills developmen
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roundtable discus
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T the participants in the roundtable

\ssistant Attorney General for the
sion of the United States. I am so
bring forward our moderator, and
beloved representative from Nevada,
So, at this time I will turn the
® him. Commissioner Horsford?
$SIONER HORSFORD: Thank you so much
I am so delighted to be a part of
knt, as we come together to work on
ts of change in the context of the
ilminal justice system on Black men
he goals of the Commissioner on the
Black Men and Boys is to study the
men and boys experience in our
system.

firsthand the

e we all know

&

our young Black men face, with the

tunities, lack of educational, and

tt, and a lack of presence of active,

hers in some households. This

L

gdion today will include some amazing

md champions from government,

bcacy to make sure our young Black
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country.

So, W
by welcoming ou
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btain the resources that they need

purpose, dignity, and free from the

ve historically endured 1in this

Lthout further ado, let us proceed
great champion, my mentor and
States House of Representatives

ngressman Jim Clyburn from South
Il present a historical perspective
boys 1in America. Representative
furn it to you.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

IISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

FSTIONER CLYBURN: Well, thank you

entative Horsford. Representative

so much for not only your effort
rour long history with us. I have
jressional district several times,
he work as you have done with your
models. In fact, I was with you in
several years ago when I looked,
e of the presenters was a young man
n, and five thousand role models.
said to you then,

you have gone

. your efforts. I want to thank
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I that she has done with this issue.

angeburg, South Carolina. I am here

administrator, d African Americans
North Carolina A&T, and I mention
that I will get to in a minute.

bur secretary of commerce, who is
7, as well as the so-called czar of
Mitch

Infrastructure Program,

hree people are here. We are all
blocks from the site of the three
| lege students, and one high school
shot, and killed by law enforcement
South Carolina that led to the
rg Massacre.
» here representing issues that are
led to some circumstances here in
Orangeburg, that have a historical
who I studied as
Carolina State here in Orangeburg,
try to study our penal system. He

830s, what he called a progressive

lked about it as being a magical

try, and authored a two-volume book

r in America.” And de Tocqueville's
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foundation of thi
at some more recel
this country aftqg
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1935, we, Congres
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interesting that
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rica, 1is summed up 1in one 1little

to share with you. De Tocqgueville

not great because it 1s more

ny other nation, but because it has
to repair its faults. Think about
been able to repair its faults. We
1t 1lines opened in America in recent
th George Floyd, but as recent as
ing funeralized today when it comes
system. But if vyou look at the
, how did we get here? We must look
t history. Look at what happened in
r the stock market crashed back in
decisions about

ve had to make

this country could come Dback

tinue its pursuit of perfection. In

, passed legislation to bring this
gether. One of the pieces of
social security, and it is

social security ended up named one

ri-along poverty programs ever.

that social security left certain
bns uncovered. Among them were
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domestic workers
workers did not 1
all the African 3
that time were efj
percent of Africg
receive coverage
After
so many African
having been a par
We all remember 1
their heroic her
delivering a vict
the

home, count

veterans, the ped
the GI Bill.

The Q
these young men's
to purchase homes
happens that in t
got the benefit o
again, of the fir
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but only two, wen
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13
that did not receive coverage. Farm
eceive coverage. And 65 percent of
mericans living in this country at
ployed in those two areas. So, 65
h Americans from the 1930s did not
y the recovery efforts produced.

World War II ended in early 1945,
Americans came back from the war
of saving this country's freedom.
he stories of the Tuskegee Airmen,
bism in and

saving this country,

ry in World War II. When they came

ry decided to resettle all its

pble who fought the war, by passing
[ Bill was to restore stability to
lives, providing resources for them
} and get an education. It just so
ie first three thousand people that
the GI Bill -- I want to say that
t three thousand people who got the

Bill, only two, not two percent,
to African Americans.

stabilize the communities with new

> an education to care for their
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want you to think
this Commission.
said when he wrot
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Commission, you 4
lines in this cou
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not available for them. These are

the pillars, of which things began
11 of us know that if you look at
o-called penal system, the justice
ple who run afoul of the law, when
heir educational Dbackgrounds, vyou

rhey were lacking in educational

1 attainment.

ame thing happened with communities

t been able to come out of stable
h is the backdrop to this. Now, I
about that as you do your work with
\nd think about what de Tocqueville
 America's greatness 1is because it
able to repair its faults. As a
re going to look at a lot of fault
\try.

r it with COVID-19, and we are going
nd time again unless we do what is
ir these fault lines. I am looking
rk of this Commission coming forth
will arm the United States Congress
thal it needs to put in place

ing that will allow us to stabilize

lucate young people,
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that you could ey
by God, I thank vy
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regarding the hig
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1y in Congress, the ways, and means

p productive citizens.
looking forward to the results of

ant to thank each, and every one of

his call, and thank you Frederica

ance. I know what you went through

mmission established, and quite

I might be among those who doubted

rr get it done, but you did it, and

u for it. And I vyield.

5SIONER HORSFORD: Thank you very

ve and Majority Whip Clyburn for

and informative perspectives

rory, and the how that history has

rhe foundation for where we see

riety. And thank you again for your
ng able to move forward important
1ding the recommendations that will
bmmission under the leadership of
the Commissioners.

thank you very much for your

7, and for your commitment to Black

1e United States, and for everyone.

get 1into the thick of today's

r impact of the criminal
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n and Black boys in America, let us

listen to Commissioner Clarke's
2 over representation of Black men
the criminal

justice system.

ke ?

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
WHY CRIMINAL JUSTICE

FSTONER CLARKE: Thank you so very
I want to also thank

ve Horsford.

her leadership, program manager
e Majority Whip Clyburn for setting
and my fellow Commissioners, it is
be here today. My name is Kristen
the Assistant Attorney General for
ivision at the Justice Department,

the important mandate of this
Ing out how we can confront some of
yes and crises facing Black men and
And I want to talk very briefly
core priorities inside the civil
at I think can help set a framework

n. And that 1s our work to ensure

the public's interactions with law
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le conditions, the unconstitutional

see inside state, and local jails,

i1le detention facilities across our

re we talk about that, I Jjust want

know that Black people, including

bys are subject to hate crimes,

vy motivated threats, and racially

t at alarming rates.

statistics show that during the

s a rise in hate crimes committed

ericans, already the group most
ed in other groups. The tragic
Arbery 1is one recent example, and

the Justice Department secured
rimes and attempted kidnaping
nst the three men who were
le murder of Mr. Arbery.

ese convictions make clear that Mr.

red because of his race. So, from

Byrd, to Ahmaud Arbery, we

rvidence that makes it clear that
racially motivated wviolence have

problems for our country, and we

do all we can to confront this

o our criminal Jjustice system, we
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know that most of
agency's police o
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unconstitutional
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country took to
George Floyd, and
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system, a fairer
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the nation's 18000 law enforcement
r communities with professionalism,
jrity.

also know that there are incidents

f excessive force, and deadly force

ficers, and we also see systemic

policing practices conducted by

ese problems undermine community

safety. The world watched in the

Americans from every corner of the

the street to demand Jjustice for

so many others who have needlessly

nese protests were about shining a

d for a fairer criminal Jjustice

olicing system in our country. The
sion that I lead has worked to hold

ce officers accountable for

that includes recent convictions

11 four former Minneapolis police
Al civil rights violations tied to
teorge Floyd.

rhose convictions send a clear

s across the country that they must

e force. That they have a proactive
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violate our feds
these prosecutior
departments that
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We N
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Minneapolis, Phos
just last week a
Springfield, Mas
work to investigs
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£, to protect the constitutional

ple in this country, and that they

will be held accountable when they

ral civil rights laws. Alongside

s 1s our work to look at police

ire engaged in an unlawful pattern,
lating the constitution.

1wve opened pattern, or practice

o0 police departments in Louisville,

nix, and Mt. Vernon, New York, and

nounced a consent decree with the

achusetts Police Department. Our

te allegations of unconstitutional

priority. Jails, and prisons. For

million people who are residing in
5, it is imperative that we remedy
that we too often

nal conditions

men are overrepresented in the

institutions by a factor of five

men. As one example in Georgia,
i we opened a civil rights
to the state's prisons, the

arcerated people is close to twice

Black residents overall. And we
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opened an 1inves
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shortages, and mo
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investigation int
Penitentiary. Th
prison, and we u
and 1l4th Amendmen
70 percent of §
despite making u
population.

The ¢
that they have rd
homicides since
health treatment
Over re

measures.

more. The const

dignity of evern
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tigation looking at issues that

bn prisoner violence, severe staff

re.

tarlier this week we opened an

o Parchman, the Mississippi State

s 1s the state's oldest state

covered violations of the eighth,
Black Mississippians account for

archman's incarcerated population

only 37 percent of the state's

bnditions at Parchman are so dire

sulted in twelve suicides, and ten

P019. We found inadequate mental

, inadequate suicide prevention

|iance on solitary confinement, and

itution safeguards the inherent

y human being 1in our country,

rtained in our prisons, and jails.

1, the Supreme Court has observed

iron curtain drawn between the

the prisons of this country. All

have noted illustrate some of those
Congressman Clyburn mentioned a

e justice, true racial Justice
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requires that all

interactions with

constitutionally
And i
the ongoing proj

crimes, and violeq

there 1s more wor

Rights Division,

Department stand
We are committed
in the pursuit of
society.

And T
this Commission
atrocities, and
that can be deplo
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people be able to trust that their
the criminal Jjustice system are
and just.
requires that we give new focus on
lems of racially motivated hate
ce that we see in our country. While
k to be done, know that the Civil

nd my colleagues across the Justice

ready to confront these challenges.

to using every tool at our disposal

a more racially just, and equitable

look forward to continued work with

to help shine a 1light on these

o 1dentify new robust strategies

red in this fight. Thank you.

FSTONER HORSFORD: Thank you

ke, we are extremely fortunate to

he Civil Rights Division within the

tice, and to have you as an active
pmmission. So, thank you for your
hip.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
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given the insightHf

Clyburn,
the discussion ¢
posing a questid
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Representative H4
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justice reform. Y
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Lynching Bill, w}
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conversation now with our panel and
ul comments from both Majority Whip

issioner Clarke, we want to frame

n the criminal Jjustice system by

h to each of the panelists that

rea of expertise. First, I am going

good friend, and colleague,

nk Johnson from the great State of

ave been a pioneer in criminal

u have been a key advocate for the

btion Bill, as well as the Anti-

ich was just recently signed into

Biden. These are landmark victories

mmunity, especially Black males.

rtionate rate of incarceration, and

n Black men, what impact will these

ition have on the changing the

ck men 1in the current Jjudicial

lonally, what new reforms are needed
r will help with the implementation
u are on mute Commissioner Johnson.

JOHNSON : Thank  you so much

rsford, and it is very great to be
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here with all of [you all.

Representative Fr
has made the sal
life's work. It i
gets left on the 4
has worked tirel
remains at the fo

And 1

it desperately negds and deserves. And so,

thank her for inviting me to participate

roundtable. And
experience as a
associate magisty
are talking about
I und
criminal Justiceg
possession of le
been historically
Law enforcement
marijuana, or usi
charges them, th
justice system.
Next
when they are rid

the tag, see tha
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) I want to give my kudos to
¢derica Wilson out of Florida, who
vation of Black men and boys her
5 a topic, and an issue that often
idelines, but Representative Wilson
essly to ensure that this issue
refront.
¢ceives the kind of attention that
I want to
in this
1 bring 27 years of criminal law
driminal defense lawyer, and as an

ate judge to the equation that we

today.

D

grstand how it is a gateway into the

system. Catching a charge of

1]

s than an ounce of marijuana has
for our Black men, and for our boys.
tatches someone using recreational
ng marijuana for recreational use,

ht enters them into the c¢riminal

thing vyou know, they're targeted

ilng in their car, because police run

t so, and so is on probation for
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might be someone i
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the
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attorney. Plead
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down the line.
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communities, and
this has been soi
historically amon
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so, when we

gateway, or to be
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society.
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ion, they pull the person over,

n the car with a weapon, or whatever
then that young person gets charged

" pleads out, can't afford an

5 out, and ends up with another

ds to a felony offense at some point

len incarceration, which has such a

stating impact on families, and on

on states, and on the nation. And

ething that has been taking place
7 the Black people of this country.
do something to shut down that
in the shutting down of the gateway
Brijuana into the hard 1life of the
system, then we are benefitting our
stics show that Black men and boys
he same rates as White men and boys
more likely to be under arrest for
n than our White counterparts. And
six hundred thousand people are

es,

ery vyear for —cannabis related

deral government criminalized the

| juana, or cannabis in 1937.
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And w
a schedule one cd
criminal

prosecu

heroin, LSD, and
passed a law that
two, to ten year
twenty  thousand
possession of can
And
historically targd
practices result
sentences that ar
imposed on White
glad that societd
change. A total (¢
their laws pertai
remaining a sched
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legal cannabis sa

in 2020, and wi
billion by 2025
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len it did so, it listed cannabis as

ntrolled substance for purposes of

tion, alongside hard drugs 1like

ecstasy. And in 1951, Congress

set harsh mandatory sentencing of

and a fine of up to

dollars for a first offense
\ablis case.
people of color have been

eted by discriminatory sentencing

ng in Black men receiving drug

13.1 percent longer than sentences
nen for the same offense. So, I am
Il norms, and laws are beginning to
f forty-seven states have reformed
1ing to cannabis, despite marijuana
1le one drug.

is is now a big business, and with
les totaling twenty billion dollars
h projected sales

reaching forty

It 1is big business, but not

7 four percent of cannabis business
It is also ironic that the people

criminalization of cannabis get

legal cannabis marketplace because
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of prior cannabis
So,

House passed the

and Expungement A¢

decriminalizes ca

The MORE Act e
convictions and
related to federa
And i
public benefits t
related conduct,
authorizes the Sm
loans, and servi
cannabis related
providers. And
Statistics to red
cannabis business
So th
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and services fo

communities impad

MORE Act is a hug

gateway from recr

criminal justice

COouy

(202) 234-4433

]

q

N

»

|

H

H

1

26

related convictions.

n April Fools' Day of 2022, the
Marijuana Opportunity Reinvestment
t, also known as the MORE Act, which
nnabis as a controlled substance.
stablishes a process to expunge
onduct sentencing review hearings
cannabis offenses.
L prohibits the denial of federal
a person based on certain cannabis
or convictions. And the law also
111 Business Administration to make
es available to entities that are
or service

legitimate businesses,

t requires the Bureau of Labor

ularly publish demographic data on

owners, and employees.
it equity, and inclusion rates can
dealt with. And the act also

t fund to support various programs,

individuals, and businesses 1in

ted by the war on drugs. So, the

e step forward as we shut down the

cational use of cannabis into the

ystem, and move towards equity, and
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inclusion in the

you for that ques
COMMI
Congressman John

panelists today,
Benjamin Crump, w|
just a leader on
the painful Jjou
unfortunately acry
advocating, and
Black men who hav
So, y
the underlying sy

many of these ca

first steps for t

reform of the cri
on Black men and
CHATR

Attorney Crump ig
Lyoya, but he is
in, we will take
to Mr. Desmond Me
COMMI
Wilson, all righ
criminal

justice
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legal cannabis market. So, I thank
tion.
$STONER

HORSFORD: Thank you

son, I know vyou're one of our
and I want to move now to Attorney
ho as the Chair indicated, has been
$0 many fronts, and you have walked
Nney with far too many families

bss this country, and publicizing,

itigating for the civil rights of

& lost their lives.

ou have a unigue perspective to view
stemic patterns that are present in
des. What would you propose as the
he transformative and constructive
minal justice system and its impact
oys? Attorney Crump?

WILSON: Commissioner Horsford,
also attending the funeral of Mr.
and when he calls

going to call in,

him, so thank you. You can proceed

ade .

$STONER HORSFORD: Thank you Chair
1. So, Desmond, in discussions on
reform, your organization, the
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Florida Rights Rd
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Justice Reform Act
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that question Reg
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storation Coalition is a prominent
ales that navigates the complexity
r, and rehabilitation.

As you have

tion of voting, and other rights of

g to society after incarceration
ican spirit on both spiritual, and
vhat solutions do you propose,

d pre-release policies, or Criminal

that would minimize the obstacles,
te national restoration of voting

tk  men and boys with felony

FADE : First of all, thank you for

resentative Horsford. I would like

htitude to Chairwoman Wilson for

on this panel, and a sense of joy

league, Assistant Attorney General

it is very comforting to see you.

king, vyou used some words about

ed when vyou were talking about

was smiling because this topic of

ery deep, and it goes even beyond

he reason it does is because in the
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way of qualifying

I am a person thaft

the criminal Jjusftice

jails, and prison

abuse addiction.

To a point where in August of 2005,

standing in frong

train to come, so

29

myself, I am a returning citizen.
has experienced the other side of
and out of

system. Been in,

$, and even had to battle substance

I was
of railroad tracks waiting on a

I could jump in front of it. And I

am here today with|my head held high, and my shoulders

thrown back a litflle bit, and my chest out because of

the unique qualif

ications that I know I can bring to

this discussion ag a person that has been on the other

side of the crimi

But 4
to transform his
that this Commisg
many boards. Mos
attorney general,
in the National |
leading of cours
alluded to, the j
voting rights tg
convictions in F1

To be

of the 100 -- let
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mal justice system, as an addict.

lso, as a person who has been able
life and navigate the challenges
ion will be addressing to serve on
1 recently I served with a former
Loretta Lynch, and Alberto Gonzales
lask Force on COVID in Prisons. To
& the effort that you mentioned,
\mendment Four effort that restored
1.4 million people with felony
drida.

1ng named, by TIME magazine,

as one

me say that again, one hundred most
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influential peopl

be named a MacAry

officially a geni

that I am trying

to this discussiopn,

believe, through

said, I have begqg
judges.

But
prosecutors, and
we hear the same
that a lot of us ¢
the disproportion
statistics on Bla
from somewhere di
-- and we all car
is only as strong

That
chain to bear, it
weight as that we
true in our soc
states, in this d

greater than what

that we focus on

been most weakened by
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in the world. And to most recently

thur Genius Fellow. So, now I am

us. But I think what -- the point
to make is I am bringing all of me
and to your question. And what I
my Jjourney on both sides, 1like I
tn  the target of prosecutors, and
also a

now I am colleague of

judges. There is so much -- I mean

mess day in, and day out. So much
an just rattle off these stats about
pte impact of policing, especially
1k men and boys. But I want to start
Aferent. I passionately believe that
agree with the adage that a chain
as its weakest link.

mo matter how much weight we want a
would only be able to hold as much
jkest link could manage. And this is
communities, in our

lety, 1n our

buntry. That if we do aspire to be

we are today, that it is imperative
the segments of society that have

systems of oppression, and
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systems of discr
that some lives a

And I
our society that
Black men and bg
cannot get great
country cannot bs
boys that have be
system are proper
that what I beli
have to the empow
narrative.

It 1is
if we can addres
might be like whe
know is this, an
Black Americans a
the African Amer
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mination, and narratives that say
re less valuable than others.

really believe that the segment of
has been most weakened have been
that we

ys. So, we are that key,

rr, you cannot get greater, this
rome great until the Black men and
tn impacted by the criminal justice
y empowered. One thing I do know is
rpve drives the challenges that we
rrment of Black men and boys is the
the narrative, and I believe that
that narrative -- and some folks
re is he going with this? What I do
there is a book out there called
d the Atomic Bomb that speaks about
can's response to the bombing of
gasaki. And in the book, it talks
1 that the United States engaged in
lng of Hiroshima, and Nagasaki.

the Japanese people were depicted
rous individuals, caricatures that
And

em were grossly exaggerated.

ropaganda campaign, what the United
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States was able
dehumanize the J3
able to desensiti
they did drop t
innocent children
being public m
celebration.

That
that 1is the samg
subject of for sd
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they are not as s
super predators.
at heels so we cg
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minutes,
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to do, was they were able to

panese people, and they were also

e us as to their humanity. So, when

le bomb, and killed thousands of

women, and men, rather than there

ral outrage, there was public

is the power of a narrative, and

narrative that we have been the

many years. And we can go back to

that Black men are dangerous,

Ly,

hart, and strategic, there could be
\nd we must keep Black men and boys
n put our foot on their neck for 8
ls, because that is how we control.
, that narrative is still the same
lows us not to look at people who
d by the criminal Jjustice system
ns 1if they are other people. I was
that God had chosen me for this
liberation to allow me to go through
5 to demonstrate to everyone that
ave a felony conviction does not

t that I can bring to society.

ts not limit the heights that I can
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reach. And becaus
is that because

with our name, wq
limited 1in acce
democracy. Like vV
one of us. It wag
guess technology
attention needed

men and boys of c

And p

ACLU for help, buf

were not good cd
complainant to rdg
case of police bry
agency. It was
bringing this th
were forced to de
Now 4
thing? And I am 4
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 a lot of times what we face today
|t 1s a felony that is associated
are limited in education,

we are

s to Jjobs, we are limited in

u are not good enough, you are not
that same attitude,

along with, I

, which delayed the immediate

for police interactions with Black

lor.

art of the reason was you go to the

we were not, even to the NAACP, we

nplainants. We needed the perfect
Ally launch an investigation, or a
tality against some law enforcement
started

not until the technology

ng to the public's 1light that we

al with it.

hat we have it, what is the first

ure Attorney Crump may touch on it
t the first thing that happens when
g of an unarmed Black man, is that
to a prior criminal history. As if
years ago is justification for him

the street. That is the power of
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will say a Commi
even more courag
does not start w
wit

shift starts

looking, how are J
a drive-by? Are y
that you would 1lo
This TIME 100 per

And T
we must figure ou
among us to get o1
that we desire t
all today. And I 3
story I tell, it
Wilson invited m4
gets with that.

I ref
when I talk, I «r
Vick incident. Ev
football player,
help, because of
personally was aj
2020,

and he was

But N
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am going to tell you, you as —-- I
sion, I would challenge you to be

rous. Because the narrative shift

th those out there, the narrative

n us, within us. And how are we
e viewing that person that just did
u looking at them in the same light
k at this MacArthur Genius Fellow?
on?
submit to you that we do. Because
t how do we love the most despised
r country, our community to a place
be? That is what I submit to you
n going to end with just this little
s controversial. But when Chairman
on, she knows she gets what she
er to everybody -- a lot of times
fer everybody back to the Michael
rybody knows Michael Vick, the star
which I was fortunate enough to

the passage of Amendment Four, I

le to help him register to vote in

able to vote in the 2020 election.

ichael Vick went to jail for dog

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W., STE 200

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

fighting. Now, an

fighting, knows 1
sport. In South
this, we have c

blades on the tal

these roosters,

scene is very ho
very gory.

I al
question. In theg

people got mad at
for a minute. How
dogs that were go
other and doing d
they were doing,
how many people g

No o7
person that crea
dogs went at each
person that train
the death. You ki
dogs, those viole
homes? The part o
do we respond to

with hate, or ang
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yone that knows anything about dog
violent
lorida, and Chairman Wilson knows
ckfighting, where they tie these

ns of roosters, and these dogs, or

hey fight to the death. And that
rrific, it is wvery wviolent, it is
ways ask people one important

Michael Vick incident, how many

the dogs? Stop and think about that
nany people got mad at those violent
lng back and forth and killing each
rive-bys, and whatever it was that
to be locked up and selling dope,
t mad at those dogs?

e. What they got mad at was the
ed the conditions in which those
other. What they got mad at was the
red the dogs to fight each other to
ow what their response was to the
t dogs? How can we find them loving
here we must be courageous, 1is how
people with felony convictions not

br, or animosity, but with love.
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And W
easy,
would I react if
we can respond to
love, that moves {
that treats every
orientation, immi
or even political
respect that all

me speak.

COMMI
Meade for bringi
genius, and for

nature of what it
and boys first, ai
matter what condi
to be reminded th
mistakes are made
should be denied.

So, 1]
perspective to ti
you for all your
that we have enou

and then to op

Commission. So, J|am going to ask Dr.
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hen we figure that out, and it is

you must do 1is ask yourself, how
that was my son, or daughter? When
people with felony convictions with
fhe narrative, and it changes policy
person, regardless of their sexual
Jration status, color of their skin,
affiliations with dignity, and the
Nf us deserve. Thank you for letting
$STONER HORSFORD: Thank vyou Mr.
ng all of yourself, for being a
also reminding us about the human
is we are talking about. Black men
nNd foremost are human beings. And no
rion we find ourselves 1in, we need

it we are human, and that means that

but that does not mean that purpose

think that you have brought that

jis discussion for sure. So, thank

contributions. I want to make sure

gh time to hear from all the panel,

en this conversation up to the

Raymond Hart,
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who is the execut
Great City School
Becau
report, the acade
your 2021 report,
disciplinary act
students. In yo
emerging trends t
school

public

likelihood of a

criminal justice
And H
role that educatf
pipeline? Thank vy
DR.
Horsford, for thjg

having me on the g
to join you this

Congresswoman Fr
untiring advocacy
young boys of col
share with vyou (

program.
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districts around
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|ve director for the Council of the
to talk to us.

se I know you recently released a
hic key performance indicators from
which included data detailing the

ions taken against Black male

r research, has there been any

1at indicate a relationship between

discipline, and the increased
Black male student entering the
system?

bw can you expound further on the
ion has in the school to prison
u.

IART : Thank you Representative

t question, and thank you all for

anel. It is an honor, and a pleasure

afternoon. And I also want to thank
rderica Wilson as well for her
on behalf of our Black men, and

r. I too have had an opportunity to

n your five thousand role models

ake that program to other school

the country, but your partnership
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over the years ha
Black and brown s
districts. And wh
been shared, for
Kristen Clarke
disproportionate

young boys have.

Parti

outcomes 1in socig

our suspensions,
that we Thave
sentencing, which
colleagues on thsg
criminal justice
those negative p
society that res
evidenced by a nu
My d
sentences Dbeing
criminal activity
also seen, and my
about the narrati
well. We see thaf

men of color, as

witnessed in a Ne

COouy

(202) 234-4433

1

L

I

¢

N

L

q
]

1

I

M

\

H

38

been invaluable to supporting the
rudents that we serve in our member
at we know from the data that has
example Assistant Attorney General

las already shared data on the

experiences that our Black men and

rularly as it relates to negative

ty, 1in our schools it starts with

which you mentioned about the data

ollected. It starts also with

was also addressed by one of my

panel a few moments ago, in the

system. We must focus on correcting
rceptions of men of color in our

iblt in that unequal treatment as

ber of different things.

cblleague  Jjust spoke about the

13 percent 1longer for the same

as are White females. What we have

colleague Desmond Meade just spoke
e, and so I want to address that as

in our young people, in our young

evidenced by the video that we all

v York mall.
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Where
Black male were 1ij
asked to sit polid
male was pinned f
it is that narraf
have of our young
up to them in a mj
different.

So, w
But in additior
consequences for 1
supports for our
our school distri
in a moment, are
the American Res
the disproportior

that you see in

from our reports.

And T

moment, but fir

criminalizing thd

need to make addit

the Dbehaviors th
behavior of youn

men in ways that
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in that mall, a White male and a

an altercation. The White male was

tely on the couch, while the Black
O the floor and handcuffed. And so
ive, it is that perception that we

men of color that even just walking

11, we perceive them as being quite

need to work on those perceptions.

to addressing those disparate

en of color, we must also invest in

amilies, and children of color. And

ts, and I will talk more about this

raking some of the investments from

fjue Plan to really address some of

ate outcomes, and the disparities

the data that you Jjust referenced

will talk more about that 1n a

t I wanted to say rather than

behavior of our young people, we
ional resources the consequences of

t we observe. We criminalize the

people, particularly young Black

ve do not for other young people of
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color. And we hay

the eight-year-ol

Who ¢

police called to
bag of potato ch
man, the police
want to ask 1is
and ]

young man,

needs that they m

And
the police, an
criminalize that

rather than treat
needs additional
services, additig
we allowed was thg
young man's behav
But
address the socig
that we serve. So
the responsibilit
really the respon
how are we addrdg

that? And as a Cdg

advocate for the
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e all seen the troubling video of
| young man from Syracuse, New York.
ried out for help because of the
ddress his taking of a three-dollar
ps from the store? And that young
esponse was not ideal, but what I
hat community support helped that
is family address the underlying
lght have?

st a 15-minute conversation between
father, first we

his again,

behavior of that eight-year-old

ng that behavior as a behavior that
supports,

additional wrap around

nal social work services. So, what

police to step in and address that
or.
he police are not qualified to
L, emotional needs of the children
helping this young man grow is not
y of the police department. It is
5ibility of our communities. And so
ssing that behavior by addressing
mmission,

I hope you will begin to

additional resources that we need,
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particularly as

largest urban sch

But 4
arms around stu
students, to our

well as in our sc
to help ensure th
supports so the
criminalized, bu
Council of Great
partnership with
Chiefs of Police.
And
develop a bluepri
our communities,
currently face. A
chiefs that i1is ¢
together to devel

Cerelyn Davis froi

things that she sl

police do not want

students, and juv

To pr

must decriminali

resources to bed
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ve, I represent the seventy-seven
ol districts in the country.

5 we begin to attempt to wrap our
dents, provide

supports to our

young men in both the community, as

1ools, we need additional resources

t we can provide those wraps around

activities that we see are not

supported with resources. The

City Schools has established a

the International Association of
we are specifically working to
1L to support both our schools, and
address the challenges that we

d I want to guote one of the police
n the committee that we have put

p this blueprint, and that is Chief

Memphis, Tennessee. And one of the

ared is we the police, we being the
to drive around the city arresting
tniles.

event the police involvement, we

e Juvenile Dbehavior, and bring

r that
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behaviors are add
dare I ask, for
dare I ask, how
brought to bear o
that young eight-
How m
community? Were
others in the con
to that young mar
that we saw,
that behavior do
about the thingg
higher behaviors.
As an
that he needs th
little bit about
the things that y
through some of {1
to talk in parti
School

District,

recently establig

to deal with 3
required student
classroom.
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ressed with community support. And
the young man who 1is in Syracuse,
many community supports have been
! his circumstance? The trauma that
rear-old faced.

ch support has he received from the
there social workers, were there
munity who went to provide support
? Not only to address the behavior
o ensure that as an eight-year-old,
And so,

s not continue. you talk

that escalate into higher, and

eight-year-old, it is the supports
I want to talk a

\'t are critical.

ur school districts. And so, one of

u asked Representative Horsford, or
he things that we're doing, I want
ular about the Dallas Independent
the there

and superintendent

ned a program called reset centers

tudent classroom Dbehaviors that
5 to Dbe referred out of the
at he looked at was the suspensions
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in his schools,
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and again, the disproportionate

suspensions for or young Black men were much higher

in Dallas than ths
district. But whg
establish an opp
support counselor
in a room.

Where
have a behavior t
sent to that res
with the issues,
facing for that
child, after goi
reset center wou
resulted in -- fr
suspensions of d
those same suspen

Havin
but the overwhel
those students b
that very same da
that we are not

keeping them out (¢

them to go back

vy were for their peers in the school
t he did in those reset centers 1is
drtunity first to hire behavioral

5, and support specialists who sit

if a child who traditionally would
hat would result in a suspension be
¢t center to de-escalate, to deal
and the trauma that that child was
dlay. And then to ensure that that
ng through the experience at the
ld go back to the classroom. It
om the district having thousands of
heir young Black males to having
sions now eliminated.

¢ students go to the reset center,

ming majority, over 90 percent of

D

#ing able to return the classroom
M, and to return to a structure. So,
removing kids by suspending them,
f the classroom, but we are enabling
it is

into the classroom. And so,

those types of actlivities that I think are important.
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And w|
our schools, and
well, recently in
number of books
Florida that cont
the supports for
social, and theirn
and emotional gro

The v
need are being b
the country. And
to do is to make
things occur. Th4
necessary instruc
help our students

And w

I wrap up by sayi

making sure that

using the Amerig

resources. But t
temporary resour
shortly. And wh

resources are we
communities, to

districts continy

COouy

(202) 234-4433

S

(

q

D

S

ol

u

\

q

I

H

i1th that,

44
t must also address, and lift up in
fongresswoman Wilson, you know this
the State of Florida, there were a

that were banned in the State of

ain the very materials that provide

ur students, the supports for their

emotional learning, their social,

vth.
rry same supports that our students
nned in some of our states around

so, one of the things that we need

sure that we speak out when those

C we speak out, and we support the

ional practices in our schools that
become better citizens.

I want to make sure that
ng that our schools are engaged in
ve provide the supports to our kids

An Rescue Plan funds, and other

le American Rescue Plan funds are

es, they are going to go away

n they go away, what types of

going to bring to bear to help our

nhelp our schools, and our school

2 to provide the supports for our
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young men?

Parti

and young boys of

community  toget}

blueprint, and pu

at it as a Commissg

we have made in t
our students not
in the community.

Becau

1s beneficial. Sag

the resources tH
consequence -—-- OX
the penal consed

resources to addj

thank you for thsg

forward to answer

continues.

COMMI
Hart, for your le
that schools, par
to our students,
kind of systemic

sure that they haj

a complete educat
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rularly our African American men,

color in our schools, and in the

er. And when we develop the

lish it, I hope that you will look
ion to see the recommendations that

1at blueprint for really supporting

just in school, but in school, and

e it is that combined support that
. let us focus on making sure that

at we bring to bear address the

that we replace the consequences,

uences of Jjuvenile behavior with

ess those behaviors directly. And

opportunity to share, and I look

ing other questions as the debate

5SIONER HORSEFORD: Thank you Dr.

dership, and for centering the role

ricularly public education provides

BRlack boys, and young men, and the

| ssues that we must address to make

e an equal, and equitable access to

on.
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I wa
Calvin Johnson,
HUD. In 2014, HUI
Gender Neighborhg
Which found that
than girls to agq
change, and can
behavior as a
environment.

Has H
issue? And have
intervention serv
housing circumsta

COMMI
Commissioner Hors
started, I want t
her leadership on
a part of this di
providing some b
mentioned. And tg
actual study.

So,
seventy million

assistance to fun

actual study wher
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nt to move next to Commissioner
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
published a report that is called
od Context and Youth Development.
boys struggle significantly more
Hust to any type of neighborhood
and criminal

engage 1in violence,

response to their unfamiliar
UD found any new data regarding this
any policies implemented provided
ilces to boys who grow up in unstable
mces”?

$STONER JOHNSON : Thank you
fford for that question. Before I get
® acknowledge Chairwoman Wilson for
this Commission, and thankful to be

scussion. So, let me first start by

1

Hckground on this report that you

do that, I need to talk about the
in 1992, Congress appropriated
dollars of section eight rental

J additional vouchers to support the

¢ these findings are from. And that
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is the

Demonstration. N¢@

assess the impadg
child wellbeing.
Speci

learn is when fai

extremely deprive

private market rg

poverty rates, d

Now this demonstrs

housing authorit
Baltimore, Boston
Now ¢

least one depende
in public housin
neighborhoods in
poverty, or hig
eligible, and the
this is like a 1g
to three groups.

The {
one of the housin
choice wvoucher cd

neighborhood, les

were moving —- ths
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o Opportunity for Fair Housing

w this demonstration set out to

on adult, and

what we were trying to

ilies move from public housing in

d areas to private housing, or

ntal housing in areas with lower
we see improvement in wellbeing?
tion was open to the largest public

es, five were selected. We have

Chicago, Los Angeles, New York.

ligible families had to have at

it child, and they had to be living

| projects located in the poorest

the «city. That is 40 percent

er. 46000 families were deemed

were assigned to three groups. So,

ttery of sorts, they were assigned

irst group was they could receive
but that housing
uld only be used in a low poverty

than ten percent poverty. So, they

idea here was that they were moving
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poverty voucher g

You h
housing choice v
restriction. So,
could wuse
voucher, we can c
And then there wa
folks,

again we a

public housing.

That
housing. So, wher
about Gender 1

Development, whic
convening that we
findings from
differential imp4
mentioned.

And 1
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bor neighborhoods to low poverty

I so, let us just call that the low
roup .
id a second group also receiving a

ucher, but without any geographic

it is just a regular voucher, they

rever they would otherwise use a

all that the regular voucher group.

a third group, and that group were

re talking about families living in

group Jjust remained in public

we fast forward now, and we talk

eighborhood Context and Youth

| is a summary report from an expert
sponsored to discuss the surprising

the study. Specifically, the

ct for boys, and girls that vyou

t us talk about those findings. The

it their reduced rates of mental

br girls whose family moved to low
they had low poverty vouchers. And

was an 1increased rate of post-

disorder for those with
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Now,
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having ever. How
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were living, who
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Compa
housing, the girl
engaged in more aj
at boys in publi
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the low poverty v
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Now,
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the regular vouchers.

when we talk about crime and

ne delinquent activities, the data
cere was no effect of low poverty
That is,

arrests. those reporting

ver, compared to girls in public

are looking at girls, so girls who
rad vouchers to move to low poverty
ring them to the girls in public
who moved to low poverty areas had
saultive behavior. And when we look
housing, and we compare them to
ow poverty voucher, or they were in
ucher group, they more than likely
for property crimes.

teep in mind that these were groups
, which received a survey four years
and moved.

reived the vouchers, So,

I six years, we look at a different
hese would have been younger kids
n the actual results generated, if
d six years, we look at the younger

re had a longer time in these low

ods.
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impact of poverty
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the opportunity

why parents moved|
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e do not see the same pattern of
r, we do not see the same patterns

So, it is important now to think

One, that only about neighborhood,

ext matters, and 1t matters the

a neighborhood. All right, so low

bods, the longer you are in them,
rom that.

e poverty neighborhoods, the
1 them, you will not benefit. And

rature in there that looks at the
and high crime on mental wellbeing.
put all of this, parents did receive
© move. And so, let us talk about
Parents moved because they thought
they would be moving to a safer
that happened. They also thought

ren would have access to better

ts were making these moves because,
participate because this gave them
move to safer neighborhoods, and
re kids would have access to better

find from parents reduced rates of

r parents.
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we gather from al
this is that we
interventions hav
we need to focus
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that we see findi

There
than the ones I
so we need to do
about policies, 4
of the things tha
to how the findin
us think about |
agency.

So, 1

have in public hoj

we have service ¢

really serve as 3

be assessed, and
raw service coor
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psychological stress, depression,

here was an increased rate of calm,

amongst these parents. So, what do

of this? Well, what we gather from
have long known that our housing
t a greater impact on children. So,

our attention, we need to provide

ion to that finding, and the fact
\.gs that really affect children.

was truly negligible impact, other
and
hat.

So, when you ask the question

hd activities, I can tell you some
we are doing, that I think points
gs from the study is really having
olicies, and programs within the
can talk about programs that we
sing that we are since a model. So,
cordinators in public housing that
place where residents can go, and
We call those
inators. They develop strategies,

idents into a broader ecosystem of

le community.
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o that is a model that we might

out how that might work for the

rthe house. We also have community

e are working with the Office of
n five communities specifically to
lth workers to do the type of work,

outreach, and collaborating with

them in to the types of services

pf you may not know, but community

the federally qualified health

e over 300 of these in, or nearby

es, and making connections with

calth centers to ensure that they

viding services, and doing the

it when parents have issues with

are actually flagged, and they're

nen finally in our 2023 budget, we
 will have funds appropriated that
do technical assistance for mental

That 1is working with housing

rrain the front-line workers 1n

to identify mental health issues,

g them,
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of income than th
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would be remiss if I did not tell

jer—-term studies.

ked about the impact on children in

let us fast forward a little bit.

at these children who were part of
n, and we look at them when they
ens, we fast forward now to when
early 30s, and what we find
that those kids who had wvouchers,
ow poverty communities, or had
L moved anywhere had higher levels

e kids who stayed behind in public

gher rates of college participation

stayed behind in public housing.

fference was greater for kids who

ty communities, or they were in the

buchers restricted to low poverty

hat tells us is that place matters.
I T will stop there.

FSTONER HORSFORD: Well, I was just

u could wrap up any other final --

cut you off, because what you are

|1y valuable information around how

not have to dictate a person's
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success in life.
COMMI
COMMI
Secretary Fudge,
providing in HUD
- I mean one of th
that has lifted 5
Black children o
Credit. So, if we
that would help n
must keep them
policies that rea
But T
time to wrap up vydg
that needs to (¢
conversation. All
come Dback to Cq
Attorney General,
speech regarding
artificial intell

Which

potential impacts

have on the impa

men and boys?

indicate racial
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$STIONER JOHNSON: Exactly right.

$STONER HORSFORD: And T know
@and the leadership that you all are
is addressing that. But we really -
¢ policies that Congress has passed,
percent of children, particularly
wt of poverty, was the Child Tax
really want to talk about policies
iove people out of poverty, we just
gut of poverty by leveraging the
11y work.

wanted to make sure that you have

ir comments. We have one more rerson

jo, and then I want to open to
right, thank you. So, next, and to
mmissioner Clarke, the Assistant

you recently delivered a keynote
the civil rights dimplications of
1gence.

is a hot topic. Can you discuss the

that this modern technology could

ntial, and fair treatment of Black
$pecifically, any data that many
bias in police surveillance
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technology that ft

Thank you.
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for the guestion.
and algorithmic
contexts. We are

can present in ac

in accessing edu

finding 1is that
increasingly rel
judgements.

And {

employed to make
bias baked into {
of the use of this
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determine which d
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he Commission should be aware of?
FSTONER CLARKE: Thank you very much
We are looking at algorithmic bias,
discrimination in many different
looking at the barriers that this
essing jobs, and accessing housing,

rational opportunity. What we are

there are entities that are
ring on data to make predictive
hat often the algorithms that are

these predictive Jjudgements have
nem. We have all seen the problems
technology in the policing context,
concerned about jurisdictions that
on data to

relying surveil, to

opmmunities they are going to focus

e in the process looking at this

civil rights division, and working

ther agencies, including the EEOC,

ncial Protection Bureau, and other

> out how we can use the tools that

nt some of the new,
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problems, and bia

COMMI
Commissioner Clatn
and we loo

issue,
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is a business mee

So, how much time
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MR. W
COMMI

business agenda?
MR. W

business agenda i
any more than abo
COMMI
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tes that we see in this context.

FSTONER HORSFORD: Thank you

ke, and I know it is an emerging
¢« forward to hearing more from you.
want to be sensitive, I know there
ring that we must complete as well.
do we have for the dialogue portion
LLIAMS: You have about 25 minutes.
FSTONER HORSFORD: That includes the
thought there was --

LLIAMS: Commissioner Horsford, the
noticeably short. It will not take
it seven to ten minutes.

STONER HORSFORD:

All right, okay

¢ plenty of time. We have covered a
, so I want to open it up to the
Commissioners at this time.
OMMISSIONERS' REMARKS

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

FSTONER HORSFORD: I think the best

or flag for me that

1 in talking, and again, I want to

air Wilson, from your leadership.

the dialogue that we have had; we
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are centering tdg
justice system.

But p
is so many elemen
and boys are affe
that start in edu
in access to ¢
contributing elen
how people are pd
nature 1is all of
this issue.

So, f
Joseph Marshall £

COMMI
Okay, can you hedg
off my camera at
me.

COMMI
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for the discussio
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congratulations ¢
a fellow MacArthu
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Hday's discussion on the criminal

hrt of what we have heard is there
ts that contribute to how Black men
rted by the criminal Jjustice system

ation, and housing, and healthcare,

mployment, and Jjobs. And these

ents, and lack of opportunity, and

rceived in the public from a human

what we are trying to confront on

lrst if we could go to Commissioner
r your question.

S STONER MARSHALL: Got on mute here.

r me, everybody hears me? I turned

the same time, okay. Everyone hears

PSTONER HORSFORD: Yes, we can.

5SIONER MARSHALL: Okay. Thank you

1, just a couple of things, you did

t, I have to say to Desmond Meade,

n everything, and I have to say as

Award recipient, which is cool, so

brother, which is going to help.

for me, in the work that I do as an
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educator, been tg

of brothers that [

Recid
things about pri
punishment than
wondering
reintegration ne¢g
enter back into
specific intentig
with men who get
prepared to get o

And u
times a lifer, o7
their mind in ord
and not

society,

happen. So, I do i
do policy wise. 1
grants, I do not ]
a lot of things t

But w

punishment mind

set. To me, that

that is the narrat

it is tough anywajy
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a lot of prisons, work with a lot

lave been in prison.

and one of the

on is that it 1is way more about

about rehabilitation. And I am

re 1is something that - Well, a

ds to take place, preparing men to

and it must be done with

n. Often what I see with working

ut of prison, is that they are not

1t of prison.

1less they bump into somebody, many

an OG who happens to begin to get
tr, so that they can come back into

go back in, that Jjust does not

ot know if there is anything we can
know years ago they took out Pell

now if that's back in. They removed

1at would prepare men to reenter.

> must get past this, I think, this

et, and to a rehabilitation mind

hould not be hard to do, but again,

ive about which we are talking. And
, but 1f in fact you are in a system

punish, does not see any value in
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preparing
increasingly toug

And t
out, and turns thq
out, and staying
that system does
am sure you know
say to people wher
back, I will ho
conversation has

So, I
kind of policies
overwhelming pun
inside the system

COMMI
Dr. McIver, and
want to get as ma
possible.

COMMI
you so much Chai
this powerful roy
worked for the
Services, and ons

the Baltimore Cit

a youth violence
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$SIONER HORSFORD:
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o return, it 1s going to Dbe

=
.

lat 1is why, to me, anybody that gets

ir 1life around -- I call it getting
Because I know

ut, I congratulate.

Lot want you to do that. In fact, I

this. I have seen people in there
they get out, I know you are coming

you. That whole

happened.

would be happy to advocate for any

that went from strictly punishment,

shment to rehabilitative efforts
I hope that makes sense to you.

And let me go to
hen have Desmond Meade respond. I

1y questions from the Commission as

FSTONER MCIVER: Thank you and thank

woman Wilson for starting us with
ndtable that we have had today. I

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid

of the first assignments I had at
7 Health Department was to stand up

prevention program that intervened
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ho at that time, when I was working
icide was the number one cause of
ung men.

was not just about those who were
olence, but those who perpetrated
ch entered in through some of the
and the life-long

discussed today,

things. So, much of what you have

y resonates with the work I have

S in these areas. I have a question

1d like to hear perspectives from
sts.

think about the social status of
, social determinants of health, so

rk, grow, and play, these have a

on the health of our Black men, and

e of you touched on, for example,

f mental health resources, and

s to care.

would 1like to hear 1f there's

it you have from your perspectives
sion should be thinking about as we
ction of health, and the criminal

lank you.

5SIONER HORSFORD:
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they found was at
rate of around 33

individuals whoss

they were able f{

licenses,
reduction of the

percent.
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to recidivism, t
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the least likely
lookir

Now, when

former felons rec

it is during elect

most ostracized.
It is
it is 4

Labor Day,

are painfully rem

COouy

(202) 234-4433

and fur

I

L

i

i

>

I

I

S

il

i

H

61
ike to touch on the first question,
elist would like to respond to Dr.
FADE: All right, well first thank
or your question. There was a study
ida in 2011 that looked at around

ividuals that leave prison and what

that time Florida had a recidivism

L/l percent. But, when they looked at

civil rights were restored, where

o vote, able to get occupational
ther their education, there was a
recidivism rate from 33.1 to 11.4
, we do know, at least as it relates
le earlier an individual receives
yrating back into their community,
they are to commit another offense.
g specifically at the aspect of
riving their right to vote, because
ion season that people like me feel
not during Christmas, or Easter, or

lways during the elections, when we

nded, that you are not part of this

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W., STE 200

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

society. Because

62

of the feeling of people being

ostracized, this jincreases the likelihood of us going

back to prison. This along with a study that was done

by Florida State
all heard that if

going to grow up Y

stupid. And the ¥

there was a corr
offender, or fel
rates. So that's
country have bee
people who have b
In s
people, and in
citizens, but th4q
about dealing wi
there are issues
system is rehabil
we are dealing
approach incarcer
also the ostraciz
And t
Chairwoman Wilsot

there are organi

Circle of Brothe
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University that shows what we have
you call a child stupid, they are
hinking what? That they are in fact,
lorida State University found that

#lation between calling someone an

bn, or convict, to prison return

why organizations throughout the

1 fighting so hard to change what
den in prison are now being labeled.

me areas 1t 1s Justice impacted

gome areas, it 1is 1like returning

r 1s a crucilal factor when we talk

th recidivism. I understand that

with whether, or not our carceral

itative, or retributive, but while

with policies to change whatever

htion needs to have, that there 1is

ing of individuals on the outside.
here are some things that we can do.

j, you know even in Dade County,

rations, one led by Leroy Jones,

rthood,
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the criminal just
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help shift things
to punish an indi
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thing that we carf
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me for the first f
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understand, espec
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5, or people that were impacted by
ice system that can form a support
beautiful thing about it is while
and helping

i| a support network,

pjout Jjobs, and education, they are
more civically engaged.

¢ know that a person that is going
voting 1s going to be even less
in criminal activities and end up
like

Hated again. So, I do your

@re things that we can do during
well as post incarceration that can
around. And even if they still want
vidual, it should not be that when
prison gates, that is when the real
duld not be that way. And so, if we
hat piece, it would go a long way
here you know we need to be. And
st, Jjust to touch, I think the one
not lose sight of, and I'm telling
@aybe several years ago it dawned on
fime, is that mental health of Black
L relates to a lot of people don't

ilally about boys, there's two things
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me.

one, a lot of our Black boys, our

t going to school hungry. Are going
and they are not able to really

studies. But the other thing is

rfering from post-traumatic stress
¢t that ailment is reserved only for

battles, but we have kids as young

s old, and taking that trauma with

ieir childhood into adulthood.

b cannot ignore that, and so I just

re that I raised that issue up.

FSTONER HORSFORD: Thank you. Dr.

to ask you if you could expound on

ntal health, particularly as it

qjuestion that Dr. McIver has. And

amount of mental health resources

out there, what does that mean to

Black men and boys? And then I am

to Congressman Johnson, and

es for our final questions. Dr.

\RT: I just wanted to quickly thank

that in our schools, and as it

h, one of the things that we've
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don't have access|

out, a lot of ou
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challenges.

And I
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to 1lift health g
kids. Because the
those services, a
funding them. I
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pandemic.

In W4
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Northwest D.C., w
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75 percent, 65 psg
D.C., in the wa

vaccination rates

What
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Umber of our communities is that our
health deserts, and a number of our
lealth deserts where our children
And as Desmond Meade just pointed
r students cannot access education
ot get beyond the other challenges.
some of those

r  issues being

will give you some data, the first
A number of our schools have begun
linics to provide supports to our

¥ recognize that those supports, and

Ggain, are in need. The challenge is
m D.C., for example during the
dthe wvaccines rolled out for the

shington D.C. for children 5 to 17
those vaccines were available, in
hich is a far more affluent part of
rion rate for children 5 to 17 was
rcent in other wards. In southeast
tds that are majority Black, the

were around 20 to 25 percent.

nappened because of that, is because

of the CDC quardhtine policies around exposure to

COouy
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yuarantines for kids who were in

communities, and this occurred

y, 1in Cleveland, in other cities
v, those students were quarantined
of time because they did not have

ne healthcare as their peers. But

cd the wvaccine, their qguarantine

lecline, ten days initially down to
ly.
ne amount of time that they missed

d instruction was significantly

ust one example, but that example
relates to health, mental health,

, and other challenges that our
they come to school every day. So,
h supports that our kids need is

them in school.

nen also in trying to prevent some
that we see later in 1life. Thank

FSIONER  HORSFORD: Thank vyou,

ssman Johnson.

FSTONER JOHNSON : Thank you,

I wanted to talk about the

on drugs, which began under Richard
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Nixon in 1971, w
political tactic,
White fear agains
failure both in
borders. This waqy
a public health i
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something to exar
treated this scou
America. When Whi
abuse, exhibit A
ravaged the rural
Then,
communities, was
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the crack cocainsg
of America's Blad
criminal justice
possessing crack
sentencing was 1
cocaine,

cocailne.
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hich is documented to have been a
this war on drugs, which pitted
t Black people, has been an abysmal
America, and to the south of our

on drugs has criminalized what is

Y

ssue: addiction.
hk you will find that most of the
rested in this country, have either
5 1in their system. So, there 1is
ine how we have and are currently
rge of substance abuse that plagues
de folks tend to fall into substance
being the opioid epidemic that
countryside in America.
seeped into the suburban, and urban
treated as a public health issue,
A criminal Jjustice issue. But when
epidemic ravaged the inner cities
k communities, it was managed as a
ilssue, and in fact the penalties for
cocaine, the

disparity between

00 to 1 between cocaine and crack

ontained Jjust a speck of actual

4o, this criminalization of drug
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drug treatment. A

brunt of the djy
communities of t}
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talked, treating
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Commissioner Rhod
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question, which
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n needs to end, and the nation needs
s and resources into education and

nd in that way, we would take the

ug war off the Black and brown

is country, and restore health to

because we are, as brother Desmond

folks with love and compassion, as

riveness and punishment. Thank you.

FSTONER HORSFORD: Thank you.

did you have anything? I saw

es,

er.

FSTONER RHODES: I did have a
was addressed in part by our
d Hart. Good to see you, sir, a

lucation community, one that we are

the Department of Education. I am

senior advisor to the secretary.
ce I think kind of pulls some of
that is important just to call
's purposes, but also something Ray
think is worth underscoring.

the role of the community in

tions in which our young Black men

rive and succeed. And while the

ftentimes a the
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because of the substantial number
t are within the «city, or the
apprens after -- between 7:30, and

, what happens after 3:30 to the
important as well.

did not speak a lot about the role
preventative

I\ programming as a

e that our boys, and youth are

ortunity to reach their fullest
, I know that there is research out
to the role of community schools,

that I think a number of us are

just vyour thoughts on
hopeful service community schools
rhood like activities support kind
|d, but also provide a preventative
tes to the criminal justice system.
bSTONER HORSFORD: I will defer to
lso see Attorney Crump is Jjoining
that legislation is the bill that
rding, and other members of the
rk Caucus around breaking the cycle

the funding that is identified in

dget around both community violence
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intervention to
addressing crime.
But
solutions, includ
that we know woul
for young people
which have highs
Hart, can you spq

then Attorney Cru

DR.

==

will defer my res
CHATIR
special, he is at
COMMI
thank you so much
during yet anothd
attending. But we
this panel today,
to make sure you
you into the conv

MR.

Representative W,

battling on the f

brother Represent

cold, rainy N
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stem violence in our community

also funding community-based
ing from our faith-based partners,
I work, including summer employment
specifically Black men and boys
of unemployment. So, Dr.
ak to both of those elements? And
o, I am going to come to you.

ART : Representative Horsford, I
onse to Attorney Crump.

WILSON: Let us go to -- this is
a funeral.
FSTONER HORSFORD: Attorney Crump,
for your dedication. I know you are
r unfortunate funeral that you are
wanted to have your perspective on
and Chairwoman Wilson worked hard

vere a part of it, so we will bring

rrsation.
[RUMP : Thank vyou so much. As
| 1son knows, we are continually

ront line, and my great fraternity

Ative Hank Johnson, I am here in

ichigan with your colleague,
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stop, to one of (¢
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take
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vrence. And we are leaving the

p 1life of Patrick Lyoya, a brother

s escaping a violent situation in

re in the United States of America.

yain, Representative Wilson, we saw
n our community, police using
n unarmed Black people, especially

oys. Patrick was never convicted of

tion, or anything like that. He was

rsuing the American dream, but this
10 is unnamed to this day.

alated a simple misdemeanor traffic
ceadly execution with him putting a
¢t of Patrick Lyoya's brain while he
face down.

And you do not have to

word for it, or Attorney Ben

it. Look at the video for yourself.

when we talk about the study of

Black men and boys in America, you

n Wilson, we have been at this a

irtin Lee Anderson in 2006.
f we have all these world leaders

n soldiers for shooting unarmed

ck of the head in Ukraine, then why

ndemning unarmed Black
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Representative Jo
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young Black men W
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And 4
the family know,
add Patrick Lyoyd
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ack of the head in Grand Rapids,
fight for equal justice for our
like never before.

that after Floyd,

rought George

iInson, that we will see a deterrent,
some of these atrocities slow down.
so many hashtags Mr. Hart, yet I
time again we get the calls in the
1't, and again there is another just
of another young Black man and boy.
thank you all for your leadership
fighting for these

ro the voiceless,

no do not have a voice, unless you

age to do it.

I will let
ongresswoman Wilson, that you will

's name to the roll to say that we

Black men and boys and declare that

opportunity at life, liberty, and
piness.
NILLIAMS: Thank you so much,

hair Wilson, would you like to say

of the Commission?
WILSON: Yes, I would, thank you so
Just applaud your courage, your
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everything that you do to keep the
prefront of the national news, so
at we're trying to achieve on the
Social Status of Black Men and Boys
and Reverend

ough vyour actions,

$ as you carry on the work of what

our Black men and boys.

t send our condolences to the Lyoya
now that we are on the case, and we
il we have resolved holding police
ble.

In cases such as these they

psponsible, sued, they need to be
as a Commission are dedicated to
k you so much for joining us today.
UMP:

Thank you, and God bless you.

I need to get to the cemetery. And

rverend Al know your message

on, thank you.

WILSON: Thank you so much.

FSTONER HORSFORD: Well,
has been quite an impactful

the least. And I want to close by

Lson, and our entire panel for all

I want you to know that

y all your insights that you have
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and it will help 4

going forward.
You

expertise and per

the viewing publ

being aired, and
acted upon thr
legislation, and

branch of governm

Not
executive branch,
So, I want to thd
a round of appla
and to our chair,
engagement, and
turn the meeting }
is some final busi
thank you.
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discussion. Let

Horsford, who can
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ell as some of the recommendations,
b inform the work of this Commission
ave educated and helped provide
and to

spectives to the Commission,

c, I might add. We have had this

this is information that will be
ugh formal recommendations for
bolicy changes at every level, and

1%

nt.

in congress, but through the

and hopefully through the courts.

nk all our panel, let us give them

se for their participation today,
and all the Commissioners for their

uestions. And Madam Chair, I will

ack over to you. I understand there

ness for us to take before we close,

WILSON: Thank you so much

d, Commissioner Horsford, and all

such an outstanding, and engaging

us give our commentator, Mr.

join MSNBC as a commentator, let us

big round of applause, you did an
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just as I knew you

V1. BUSINESS MEETING

CHATR||WILSON: Now we
our attention to tlhe business porti

Due to time condkraints,

are going to turn

on of the meeting.

given the roundtable, we

will move very qufickly through these items.

V1. BUSINESS MEETING

A. APPROVAL OF |JANUARY 14TH 2022 MEETING MINUTES

CHATR|| WILSON: The
Commission's January 2022 meeting

packets sent by phe program manag

minutes from the
is in the meeting

er. Are there any

corrections to tHe minutes as distributed? If there

are no further c@rrections, may I

have a motion to

approve the previjpus meeting minutes?

COMMI$STONER MARSHALL:
the minutes.
CHATR/|WILSON:
COMMI$STIONER CLARKE:
The minu

CHAIR/|WILSON:

as distributed.

Move approval for

Is there a second?

Second.

tes stand approved

VI|. BUSINESS MEETING

B. FORMATION OF 2022 ANNUAL REPORT SUBCOMMITTEE

CHAIR|| WILSON: Today

approve the appointments of Commiss
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experience draftijng comprehensive reports

kind.

Marshall, Bowman
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rt subcommittee. I have appointed

serve as chair, given his

of this

The other ¢ommittee members are Commissioners

Jeffries, Clarke, Johnson, and me,

and Reverend Sharpton.

Progrijam Manager Dr.

Commission staff
necessary reportd
reports, and tran
we move forward.

schedule a subd

recommended timel

that has been pre
Is {

appointments to t

COMMI
the annual report

CHATR]

COMMI
motion.

CHAIR

motion carries. ¥

packet, the progr

V1I|.
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Williams, and
will of course pull together the
, research, and documents for the
fcribe our policy recommendations as
We will ask Commissioner Fosten to
ommittee meeting to review the
ine for completion of the report
wared by the Commission staff.

nere a motion to approve the
lhe annual report subcommittee?
$SIONER DILLARD: I move to approve
subcommittee.

Is there a second?

WILSON:

$STONER CLARKE: I second the

WILSON: All those in favor? The

br the record, please find in your
@am manager's report.

BUSINESS MEETING
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C. MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS

CHAIR
that the Jjob des

staff was develop

for the Commiss
submitted. Is tha
MR.
correct.
CHATR

fuller discussion

next meeting.

VI|.

CHATR
new business thg
time? Adopted ear
meeting will be o1
a short administi
that meeting will
to have roundtabl
will be working w|

All t
catastrophic thify
boys, and we

mentoring, father

COouy
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WILSON: It is my understanding
rription for additional Commission
ed and posted in the budget request
been

ion's FY 23 operation has

t correct, Dr. Williams?

WILLIAMS: Yes, ma'am, which 1is

WILSON: Okay, we will have a

of these, and other matters at the
BUSINESS MEETING

D. NEW BUSINESS

WILSON: Are there any matters, or
Commission should bring up this
lier in January, our next quarterly
N January 8th, 2022. We may schedule

fative meeting in the interim, but

focus on prevention. We are going

1

H on prevention, and Dr. McIver, you
1th healthcare.

hat we can do to prevent all the
lgs that happen to Black men and

;ill be focusing on education,

nood, family, children, we will have
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some children teg
or have some chil
who have come abo
will be able to t3

have helped them

So, y

including all corj
meeting from the

you have any quegd

me, or Marvin.
VII.
CHATR

to thank each,

commitment to thi
If we continue tg
not be in wvain. 1
immensely powerf]
recorded, and sh
you. Without obje

MR. W
just have one --
is July 8th ma'am

CHAIR

MR. W

far ahead of us mgd
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tifying. And you can gquestion them
lren from as young as middle school

1t something with the law, and they

Lk to you about what they feel could
1ot be in that position.

bu will receive an email reminder
espondence related to the quarterly

rogram manager. In the interim, if

tions, please feel free to contact

CHAIR COMMENTS/ADJOURN MEETING

WILSON: At this time, I would like

and every one of you for your

Commission. Remember our mission.

work with one mind, our work will

hank you so much. This has been an

1l day, here in America and was

red. God Dbless all of you. Thank

rtion, I move to adjourn.

[LLIAMS: Ma'am, this is Marvin, I

you said January, the next meeting

WILSON: Did I say January?

TLLTAMS: Yes ma'am, you went too

L'am.
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CHATIR|| WILSON: It is for July, okay,
thank you. Meeting adjourned.
(Whergupon the above-entitled matter

went off the recojfd at 2:57 p.m.)
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