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The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights expresses critical concern over the recent spike in violence 

and hate toward Jewish Americans provoked by the most recent outbreak in violence between 

Israel and Hamas.  

This Commission has a long history of denouncing hate crimes that occur in this country.1 This 

summer saw a rise in acts of physical violence and hate-filled online commentary against Jewish 

Americans, as the violence between Israel and Hamas increased. During this period anti-Semitic 

incidents in the U.S. doubled compared to 2020. The Anti-Defamation League recorded 251 

incidents, including assault, vandalism, and harassment, from May 11 to May 31, which is a 

115% increase from the same time period in 2020.2 Incidents occurred throughout the United 

States, including vandalism of numerous synagogues. In Salt Lake City, a man scratched a 

swastika into the front door of an Orthodox synagogue, 3 and in Alaska, Nazi imagery was posted 

on a synagogue.4 In Bal Harbour, Florida four men yelled “Die Jew” at a man wearing a 

yarmulke, then threatened to rape his wife and daughter.5 In Midtown Manhattan a group of 

people attacked a Jewish man in the middle of the street in broad daylight. The man, wearing a 

yarmulke and walking to a pro-Israel protest, was called “dirty Jew,” and was told, “F--- Israel, 

we’re going to kill you.” The NYPD confirmed the attackers made anti-Semitic remarks.6 A few 

Islamophobic incidents were reported during this time period, including anti-Palestinian graffiti 

spray painted on the front door of an Islamic Center in Brooklyn, NY, which reportedly said, 

“Death to Palestine.” A mosque on Long Island was also vandalized.7   
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There was also an increase in anti-Semitic rhetoric online across multiple social media platforms 

including Facebook, Twitter, TikTok, and Instagram. Between May 7 and May 14, there were 

more than 17,000 tweets that used variations of the phrase “Hitler was right.”8 Other hashtags 

such as #Covid1948, an attempt to conflate the birth of the state of Israel in 1948 to the Covid-19 

virus, and #Zionazi were also trending during the conflict.9 Many social media posts have misled 

the public, as users take videos out of context or deliberately spread of misinformation.10         

Anti-Semitism is not a new phenomenon in the United States. A 2019 FBI Hate Crime Statistic 

report found that although Jews compromise approximately 2.4% of the American population, 

they are the victims of 60.2% of anti-religious hate crimes.11 The Commission recognizes that 

individuals have a right to be critical of Israel and the Israeli government; however, anti-Semitic 

bigotry disguised as anti-Zionism is no less morally deplorable than any other form of hate. 

These incidents of hate and fearmongering undermine freedom of religion guaranteed within the 

United States Constitution. They harm specific victims but also create long-lasting and deeply 
harmful fear, anxiety and insecurity for witnesses and the broader community.12 The spike in 

anti-Semitism cannot be normalized as political rhetoric. Jewish Americans cannot be held 

responsible for the actions of the state of Israel. All Americans have the right to practice their 

religion without fear of hateful speech, threatening actions or physical violence.     

The Commission has been a long-standing voice for the safety of marginalized groups for 

example, through our work on hate crimes,13 anti-Semitism on campus,14 and Islamophobia after 

9/11.15  The Commission stands for equal, fair, and safe treatment for all people regardless of 

race, color, religion, sex, age, disability, or national origin.   
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